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THE  AMUAL  SUJDIAEIES 

FOU 

A  QUARTER  OF  A  CENTU  RY. 


PRICE  OHE  SHIILITO, 


Sbtoiy  And  News,  necBUBary  as  they  a; 
ftttother,  ImvB  never  pulled  together,  or  been  very 
faat  friends.  News  belongs  to  that  imlcfinablo 
Praaent,  which  has  no  real  euatenoe,  hnt  is  ouly 
the  ever  sdranoing  line  botireeu  nil  that  lias  hoen 
■od  all  that  b  to  bs.  It  ja  ardent,  reqnisilivo, 
antt  hopeful  ;  oIitd^'s  reaping  its  bnrvost,  aud  bottur 
able  to  house  its  stores  than  to  use  them,  (ii'oap- 
ing  with  one  hand  what  is  under  its  Teet,  with  the 
ether  it  points  to  coming  prizes.  History  lags 
behind,  tries  to  ohoose  its  pace,  to  select  and  ordur 
ita  materials,  and  to  dominate  over  the  silent,  still, 
and  unreaistiujj  realm  of  the  onoo  mighty  Pust. 
Between  two  beinga  soualilce  in  iheir  provincus  and 
fnitincts  there  must  be  a  border  laud,  and  for  a 
long  period  it  has  been  the  field  for  desultory  and 
partial  enterprise  rather  than  any  serious  design  to 
fill  the  gap  betveen  a  receding  Post  and  a  flying 
Future.  Many  attempts  hare  been  made,  and  are 
Dude,  but  it  yet  remains  a  univorsal  compluint, 
whether  in  the  school  or  In  the  study,  that  while  it 
is  more  or  loss  possihln  to  mEifter  any  fonner  period 
of  the  world's  progresa,  there  is  nothing  to  call  a 
history  of  the  period  comprised  in  a  man's  own  life 
and  experience.  He  cannot  compare  his  owu  re- 
jWgtions,  or  his  own  comments,  with  those  ui  anj 
^^^mJiaiaa  made  it  bis  fausinesato  survey  \i\i.n\a,ii. 


Bffiirs  and  to  sum  up  tlieir  manifold  lossona  frOMP 
time  to  time  til!  the  very  present  hour.  Any 
joiirnal  or  other  periodical  claiming  nn  imperiul 
character  does  this  in  some  fasluoa  when  it  giveii 
the  iiiatory  of  a  Session,  a  Ministtj,  a  Parliiiment, 
B  war,  or  a  cause.  Such  reviews,  however,  have  to  be 
collected  and  supplemented,  and  have  generally  the 
bias  almost  inseparable  from  the  review  of  the  speoiil 
subject  under  present  discussion.  What  we  have 
fttterapted  now  for  a  long  time,  in  the  form  of  «p. 
Annual  Summary  of  the  Events  of  the  Past  Year,  i6' 
the  nearest  approach  to  a  liistory  tmmedinta^ 
evolved  from  the  news  of  the  day— that  is,  from 
their  publication  and  discussion — tliat  has  yet  boen 
made.  When  one  takes  iiito  account  the  difGcultiea 
under  which  even  an  Annual  Summary  must  be 
•lone,  we  must  conclude  it  liordlj  possible  to  strike 
the  balance  of  human  aSaira  at  shorter  interval^ 
The  oomprehcnsive  survey  and  eolomn  attitude  4^, 
the  historic  Muse  become  ridiculous  when  appliwt' 
to  the  smaller  fragments  of  time.  A  series  ^' 
Annual  Summaries  ought  to  leave  no  interval  ani 
let  no  topic  slip  through.  It  ought  to  be  a  hiatorjiy 
for  oven  History  itself  does  not  disdain  to  observe 
the  altemaiious  of  activity  and  repose,  anticipation 
and  retroBpeetion,  that  in  public,  as  in  must  private 
aC^rs,  go  along  nith  the  saasons  of  the  uatural 
yeur. 

In  the  form,  then,  of  the  Summaries  presented 
to  tlie  readers  of  ITk  Times  on   the   fast  day  of 
year,  theae   pages   are  a  history  of  the   last 
^vejiearB — ^the  third  quarter  of  the  19th  centui 
Itiaaot  too  madk  to  Mf  thftt  the  peiLod  is 
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BTirpassed  by  any  former  equal  period  in  the  im- 
pcrtonco,  th^  interest,  and  oven  the  BUiptUin^ 
cliarncter  of  its  events  It  docs  not  lack  a  lingle 
circumstance  of  distinctjnn,  and,  iipnn  the  whiile, 
ilnglishiiieu  miist  regard  it  as  nne  continued 
tritiniph  of  progress,  tltouicli  not  lOways  in  tlie  H'ay 
that  had  been  expMted.  This  quarter  iif  a  century 
hns  seen  the  beginnin);;  and  tho  end  of  tliu  Socaiid 
Empire  ;  the  Hi-st  and  second  Iiiteniationtd  Exhibi- 
tioiia,  irith  tite  Tiuroerciua  iiBefvl  and  magnifioent 
institnUona  that  hare  risen  out  of  thetn  ;  it  has 
seen  the  Crimean  War,  and  the  idtimale  Bntrender 
of  the  chief  object  supposed  to  bo  then  seuiffod  ;  it 
has  seen  the  Indian  Mutiny,  Jong  foreboded,  und 
now  long  forgotten  ;  it  Las  aeen  the  uniou  and 
independsncH  of  Italy,  established  by  thu  ovef 
throw  of  Qennan  influonco,  and  the  ei:pu1sii>ti|i]f 
the  Bourbon  and  Austrian  I'rincos,  and  t)ie  fituuda- 
tioR  of  the  Italian  kii^dom  ;  It  lias  setn  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  Papal  Temporalities  and  the  pro- 
posterous  attempts  to  restore  tlie  niediieval  Papaoy 
by  the  Vatioim  Council  and  other  like  ustravagancefl : 
it  hu  Eeoii  Pin  IX.  start  a  Liberal  Kefomier  and 
finish  a  Despot  in  a  E»lf-niade  prison  ;  it  has  seen 
the  beginnins  und  the  end  of  tlio  war  which 
threatened  to  break  up  the  American  Uniou,  but 
wliioh  only  abolished  slavery  and  laid  tlio  Union 
under  a  debt  more  burdensome  than  oui'  own  ;  it 
hsa  seen  the  last  of  WELtiNaioN'd  filavy  and  the 
cntticg  short  of  tlie  I'Bincb  Coksost's  useful  and 
(rmnpluy  career  ;  it  has  seen  Prussia  bexin  ou  Itw 
"  '►  ^eniaauh,  cany  on  to  the  slioros  ot  l\« 
PTOKoatv     throui^    the     mauy    xealmA 
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of    much    divided    GsrDiany,   and    accomplish 
Pai-ia    hei'   long-matured  scheme   for  the   rei 
tion   of   tho    Geimau     Empire    iiiiJer    lier 
djnaaty  ;    it    has    eecu    the   losses    mid    htimili 
tinus    of    Genuaiij    i*e;)iild    with  tenfold    intei 
on  her  foe,  aiid  France,  in  her  turn,  laid  tinder  tl 
Ileal    of   an    uiipitying  conqiiei'or  ;  it  has  ce 
Fmnue  it  poIiticaJ  beginning  whereof  none  can  ; 
the  end.    In  the  cuurao  af  theie  e%'BiitB  it   luw 
battles,   defeats,    auirciidera,   capitulations,   c 
Bcala    iiuil    with     iucidonts    beycud     all     fonui 
e^caniple.    At  home  it  hiia  seen  a  Puli 
Hefonii  A.ct  hardly  less  iiii]iurtant  than  the  first 
has   seen  Britiah   armies   triumphant  in  Ahyssinia 
and  CuomosBio  ;  it  Iios  aueik  Spain  surpuasing  her- 
self  iu  rei^utiou,  amircliy,  sad   civil  war  ;  it   haa 
eeeu   the  aonmicncemeiit,  the  conipletion,  and  now 
the  practical  acquisition  hy  uur  own  counUy  of, 
perhaps,  the  grandest  material  work   ever  achieved 
by  nuui — the  Canal  wbioh  divides  continents  and 
unites  the  northern  and  aonthcrn  oceans  ;  it 
scuu  the  disss  tab!  ishnient  of  the  Irish  Church, 
Buttlemcnt  of  Irisli  Tijuant  kight,  tlie  fonudationii 
at  lengtli,  of  a  really  natiomil  Hysteni  of   elamaatnif 
Education,    and    tiie    serious     progress   of    uianjr 
ineaaiires  for  the  tiealth  of  the  people  ;  it  has  seen 
England  visited  hy  distant  potentates  better  known 
hitherto  iu  travul  or  in  t4kle  ;  it  has  seeu  steam  sub- 
ttiLuteil  for  sails,  and   iron  ar»ioui-<plates  for  the 
"  wooden  walls  "  of  Eiigbnd,  on  a.  scale  beyond  the 
drcuma   of    our    foTufatliers  ;    it    has 
tlie   Army  accept  some   Oiioa  iiupouible  reformll; 
Jf  JiOM  aaea   th«  elecbiv.nii'ei  nliiuh,   tneuty-fil 


>t7  ^^ 


■w>  \\ 


yaars  sgv,  was  jiut  known  to  the  educatad  and  lued 

bf  the  weaithf,  oanried  to  every  past-oUio«  miA 

HtatJon   in  the   country  ;  it   has   aeeD   the  Th&mes 

ombonked  Kud  tha  Metiopoli*  drained  ;  it  ha«  soen 

the  oompletiou  of  Free  Trftde,  tlie  reniot-nl  of  nil 

religious   diaabiiitiea  and   reatrictions  ;  it  hki  seen 

numarous  Bojal  marriagei  of  lingulnr  interest  and 

high  promise  ;  it  hai  eeeu  onr  colonie*,  bj  the  yold 

diBCOveriei  and   by  emigration   from   hume,  riae  to 

the  rank  of  free  Status  and  valuable  alliea  ;  it  hns 

Been   an  extension  of  our  manufactures,  trado,  nnd 

Gommerea  boyond  all  anucipation  ;   it  Iins   neon  dis- 

iovenes  and  inventions  which  it  takes  volumes  even 

o  enumerate  ;  it  bos  seen  our  system   of  law   and 

udicaturo  reformed  from  the  base  to  the  summit  ] 

nd,  meanwhile,  it   boa   soon   tho  working;  classes, 

'hether  in  country  or  in    town,  spontanoouBly,  and 

ith  hardly  an  effort,  rieiufi  to  receive  their  full 

lare  of  the  national  gains.     It  is  liard  to  say  what 

ibjeot  of  interest  has  not  beoomc  mora  interesting, 

ore   stirring,   and    more    important   during  this 

iriod.     In  matters  of  faith  there  bare   been  con- 

Dvenies,  seoessions,  con  versions,  ohnrch  and  ohapel 

ilding  and  reBtoration,  such  as  there  never  waa 

fote.    Ancient  cities  hare  been  discovered,  nith 

ried  literatures,  ian§;uaKea,  and  ainials.     Centml 

rica  luis  been  discovered,  opened,  and  introduced 

science,   humanity,     and    tnterpriso.      Asiatic 

pires   ore  enduring,  and  even  inviting,  European 

lization.     England,  iu  spite  of  herself,  is  extend. 

her  posts  and  stretching  her  limits.    Yeax  ty 

M8  told  in  tJieso  piges,  the  changes  may  nut 

mUA  tttddea.  or  unaccountable  ;  the    deveVos- 


I  mensiired,   and  even  slaw  ; 
^e;  who  can  rac&ll  the  general  st&to  of  feeling  t) 
iierydfty  tweiity-fivo  yaai's  since  may  remember  tl 
England  WA.3  looking  with  not  a  little  increduliQi^ 
and  oven  apathy  in  some  quarteta,  to  the  completion 
of  a  niBtorial  effort — the  Exhibition  in  Hydo-park  |^ 
expect'ng  not  very  much  from  it,  but  one  thing,  i ' 
all  events— the  Hubstitiition  of   peace   for  Vi 
the  arts   of   pcsca   fir  those  of  war   by  all  oivilized 
imtionii.     Little  did  it  see  of  tlie  marvellous  tenoiu 
and  still  more  marrellous  episodea  of  the  time   tha 


WM  coming.  Little  as 
fold  good  attd  ill  ctue 
human  prtihabihcies  i 
twenly-Svo  years. 


1  forecast  the  [ 

1   bj'  the   first   law  a 

course   of    the  i 
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ii  a  rule  of  life  so  direotly  the  or£iS 
of  Nature  that  iklL  authcrities  mo  luiauimaus  in  Hi 
favour.  Moralists  oud  eisonomists,  philoaopheri 
and  lUBCohantB,  ulilce  insiet  on  the  iliity  of  reviewing 
the  natural  purioilB  of  tiiue  ami  Buttling  the  balaacu 
of  loues  and  gains.  As  vta  are  placed  here  to 
advanoe  and  improve,  unless  we  deep  a  li>^  of  our 
voyage,  and  take  stuuk  of  our  gonds,\i'e  loni:  ut  least 
one  important  security  and  stiinuIuB.  An  anutial 
Budget  is  expected  fi'om  the  CuAiiCELLOU  uf  thu 
ExoHEQUER,  imd  Ubk  M^J£STV  cuunot  open  Parlia- 
ment or  prorogue  it  without  a  short,  business- likn 
reTiew  of  tlia  rcueas  or  tha  session.  Following 
these  precedents,  therefore,  we  will  proofed  to  auiii 
""-''""'  '      *        '      1   year  I80I,  which  hus 

Ls  given  us  one  vast  and  immeasurable  gain 
e  Greut  iuhibitioa.  All  the  nations  of  tlia 
ciyiliTed  v>orld,  not  to  say  more,  have  been  repre- 
I  very  largely,  und  all  very  efficiently 
.e  fair  temple  of  industry  and  peace.  All 
loiua  wiser  and  bett«r  known  :  all  have  cast 
1  great  treasury,  tatd  been  blessed  from  its 
stores  ;  and  on  the  minds  of  many  nations  and 
many  millions  has  been  left  one  sootbini;  anil  in- 
Btroctivo, — one  glorious  and  indelible  impression. 
On  all  sides  tlio  scuds  of  knowledge  and  enterprise, 
caft  on  tile  waters  of  that  peaceful  confluence,  are 
beKinning  to  bear  fruit  in  new  discoveries  and 
UIxdertakinjfH,     A  vision  of  universal  peace  has  be«a 


Up  the  losses  and  gains  of  tiia 
just  quiatly  expired. 

It  has  given  us  one  vast  and   1 
in  the  G 
tiviliTed 
sented— 

have  been 


Lby  the  world,  a 
Ek  Its  ia£iieaos  . 


id,  if  its  realization  ia  Bi^\ 
'  aot  the  less  saluluy  am^ 


iyNTI  Al  "SCMMA  R7~18ul . 

energetic.  We  are  not  among  those  who  expect 
fjhflt  the  triumphs  ot  peace  ore  likely  in  our  time  to 
'extinguish  the  passions  of  peoples  antl  the  ambition 
_j6f  adTsnturora  ;  but  we  nevertheleBa  think  we  may 
P^dwell  with  aatiafactioii  and  liope  on  the  memory  of 
it  the  direct  and  natural  tendency  of  which 
Jja  pacific  and  profiiahle.  The  more  ot  such  oc- 
Kxasiopa  the  better.  Tiiey  are  the  basis  of  iiutitu- 
<%ona,  and  the  means  of  an  inteiixniite  wliich  caanot 
■^ut  endure,  and  whicli  must  in  tune  tell  on  the 
I^ortunes  of  humaJiity.  England  has  had  her  friU 
T^Biare  in  the  gloiies  oE  this  world-wide  competition. 
rnlie  has  effaced  tlie  national  stigma  of  inhoapitality. 
[fihe  has  shown  a  Inrgenasa  of  conception,  a  practical 
^islcnt,  a  rapidity  of  performance,  a  poiver  of  organi- 
tation,  a  tertili^  of  reaonracs,  and  oren  a  tnato,  for 
Vhioh  foreigners  had  hardly  given  her  credit.  More 
tficHiapicuous  thnn  rUI  have  t>een  her  fairness  and 
'ty.     All  this  ia  sain.     The  victory  has  been 

as  it  has  been  bloodless.   The  whole  cost  of 

Ptbe  Exhibition  to  the  thousands   of  exhibitors  and 

Rhiliians  of  riaitors  has   not   equalled  that  ot   one 

L  battle.     Among  other   reaiilta   there  has   been  an 

^bterchange   between    this   and    the    neighbouring 

filDtrDpoUs,  singularly  befitting  the   year  that  has 

kden  tlie  tiro   cities   linked  by  instantaneous  com- 

fonnication^  and  most  happy  at  a  crisis  when  erents 

n-e  occurring  of  a  nature  to  revive  the  alumbering 

Recollections  of  a  miserable  war. 

_      Few  who  keep  house  will  forget  in  tho  more 

■  TOsminent   glories  of  this  year  that  it  has  einanci- 

■  %.ted   from  a  barbaroua   tax   tha   light  and   air  of 

■  feaven  ;  nor  will  dwellers  in  this  city  forget  that  it 
\  'teilod  the   fate   of    Smithlield.     There    are    other 

%DDoumb1e  and  even  grateful  associations  that  will 
%e  ever  connected  with  this  memorable  year.  As 
If  to  show  that  Ihi  monster  ilttraction  in  Hyde  Park 
could  neither  divert  the  national  mind  from  objec 
afj/jteamount  raJue,  aol  lupetsedo  other  speeiei 


advAneemenb,  there  have  been  Gnme  grave  proceed- 
ingB  uf  a  reliKioua  or  a  politionl  aspect.  The  nation 
has  made  a  iHileran  pi'utUE^t  Hgainst  Pupitl  tegrt^ 
sinns,  and  if  tbe  onactuient  in  vtlpuh  it  was  eX'i 
prened  was  jiai  strikJDgly  bold  or  iinnii'diDtetjl 
eGectivu,  it  la  the  nature  of  coiistitutioiial  proteaM 
to  be  rather  for  future  interpretation  than  prasent' 
effect.  Again,  at  the  very  conimciicement  of  tha 
Exhibition,  and  with  an  inevhauetible  fund  (^ 
popularity  nccrning  Ihenca  to  the  udvi«ei-E  of  tli^ 
Cbows,  they  were  signaller  benteu  mora  thun  onc«.' 
They  llod  to  resign  on  a  (|i|eetion  of  Parliameiitoi^ 
reform,  anil  letumed  to  ofhop  on  a  prtunisa  lo  brin^ 
forward  a  comprehensive  moasure  nuxt  Eession.  Thft 
year  ISol  has  thus  be'iueath<>d  b  ^-reat  irork  to  th^ 
Tear  1852,  and  tlia  Miniiteiisl  criain  wliicii  lin% 
Draught  it  nhout  must  be  set  down  t^  tlic  crodit  i^ 
tho  former  year.  Kt.  Albaji'a,  also,  raayciiiiii  atim^ 
■bare  in  the  honour  of  hastening  tlio  second  Baform: 
BiJh  Beforni  has  thia  year  node  its  way  into  th^ 
Conrt  of  Chancei^,  and  a  Ions  dagired  change  htvi- 
been  introduced  into  tlie  Jaw  oT  evidence.  For  tha 
rest,  wo  believe  wa  may  any  with  literal  tFiitti  tJirf 
the  year  1351  has  lieon  nneJtampled  for  niateria^,' 
prosperity,  for  tho  iiuinunt  of  imports  and  esportq,. 
for  tho  nuantity  of  both  British  and  foreign  shipping 
in  our  porte.  for  the  amount  of  labour  employed^ ' 
whether  sldDsd  or  unskilled,  wbother  in  the  mill,. 
tho  workshop,  the  mine,  the  shipyard,  or  the  field  ( 
for  tho  decrease  of  pauperism,  and  for  tlio  enjoy- 
ment  and  cheerfulness  of  the  people  at  large,  a  very. 
Isrie  proportion  of  whom  have  had  their  share,  aft 
deagbtea  and  deserving  spectators,  in  the  Greats 
Eihifaition. 

The  losses  of  the  year,  though  eclipisd  in  i^,  '. 
iplendour,  have  not  been  inconsiderable.  Wu  havft 
«een  a  British  Colony  in  South  Africa  BBsuiling  9i  i 
port^ntoua  resemblaiioe  to  th^  French  Colony  in  V\% 
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isin^  into  a  chain  of  milituy  posts,  held  wit 

it  bloodshed  and  cost  against  implacBole  sftvai^ei 

e  Census  of  this  jear,  whils  it  adds   fresh   proa 

b  the  growing  prosperity  of  Grent  Britain,  especialJ 

n  its  manufacturing  diatricts,  diauloaes  the  seriot 

!t  thac  famine,  fever,  and  emigration  have  tnke 

'fty  not   less   tlmn  3,000,000  of  our   Irish  fellot 

febjecta.     Happily,  aeven-eighths   oE   tlie  loss    si 

trihutable  to  the  last   and   least  unhappy  of  thet 

I,  hut   the   actual   estrangement   of  go  laif  ■ 

Ititisli  mass,  not  only  from  these  islet,  hut  for  tl| 

UHit  part  from   the   British   CR0'W^',  is  a  fact  tt 

invity  of  which  ire   may  some   day  have   cause  1 

Ab   for    our    relations    with    foreij 

,     e  have  long  ceaaed  to  indulge  in  imy  waffl 

temational  attachments,  or   to    expect    them  il 

jtnm,  BO  there  is  noi  any  positive   loas  to  h£ 

Inder  this  head.     Our   relations  with   Italy  ; 

Inproved  by  the  sympathies  freely  exprc-saiid 

"inntry   for   the   politico-religioiw  enthnsiasts  wh 

«  preaching  a  crusade  againat  every  throne  in  tti 

niniuhu     Our  relations  with  France  are  not  li 

aved  by  our  stubborn  preference  of  constitution 

(pvemniisDt,  even  in  the   form   of  a  Repuhlio,  ot 

ilitary  dtwpotisra.     Our  relations  witli  the  Unit 

ates  are  threatened  at  this  moment  by  a  diBagEC 

:   aud  nnaaoountabla   incident,   of   which   it   , 

nmatore   to   apeak  till   something  is  known  aboil 

Go  the  whole,  however,  it  cmi  hardly  be  aai 

e   stand   quite  as  well  with   the   rest   of  tli 

s  we  did  a  tweivemonth   since,  though  thai 

ta  not  much  to  boast  of  even  then.     PerhapH  Bn 

_     "         o  right   to  expect  a  very  general   amoul 

it  sympathy.     Insulated   in  position,  with  a  mixe 

lolitical  constitution,  the  asylum   for  refugees  frojl 

JU  nations,  ahowing   her   flag   on   every   a 

f^thrusling  her  manufactures  iuto  every  market, 
able  to  Bympathizo  entirely  with  either  mona 
itgaioBt  pBoplet  or  peoples  agaiuat  monarchs,  iti0 
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eomniands  the  respect,  the  fear,  and  d,cu  ^„a  ^ 
admiratioii  of  mankind,  but  Dot  thoir  tove  or  their 
free  co-oporation.  Just  now,  however,  another 
change  is  passiiiB  over  this  department  of  our  pnblio 
ftflairs.  'nio  athent  of  a  new  Foreign  Secretary  " 
offerji  some  hone  that  we  fihall  preserve  our  hoasted 
neutrulitj  without  either  compromise  or  petulance  ; 
without  offerina  the  right  hand  to  rampant  , 
despotism,  and  the  left  to  democratic  conspirators.' 
The  new  Minister  starts  with  the  best  of  omens  in 
his  favour.  In  the  mimic  world  of  tha  Great 
Exhihition,  with  its  territories,  its  sectional  Go- 
verntntiits,  its  fierce   competition,  and  its 


appeal,  Lord   GHtSYiiLB  lias  performed  the  tuno- 
■■ — 1»  of  King-EoLua  with  moat  creditable  euocess. 


1852. 

■I'ne  year  1S51  waa  pronounced  eventful,  for  so  it 
was  hy  the  ordinance  of  man,  and  when  it  was  over 
they  who  witnessed  the  great  triumph  of  art  and 
eongreiiB  of  nations  oonoTuded  that  tliey  might  now 
rest  awhile  from  excitement  and  change.  It  la  trua 
that  much  business  was  to  ho  done  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  Eoher-minded  people  preached  the  duty  o£.. 
work  after  play.  Thoro  ivers  quHstions  to  ba. 
resumed  and  arrears  to  he  pulled  up  ;  a  grand, 
beginning  was  to  be  carried  out,  and  splendid 
theories  made  useful.  It  is  true,  too,  that  towards . 
the  end  o£  that  so-oaJled  mar^-eUous  year  there  wera . 
nut  wantinc  ai^s  portentuuit  of  a  future  aiora 
cheokored  than  just  then  suited  the  wearied  expec- 
lalioDB  of  man.  But  the  year  that  has  come  forth,  , 
at  least,  has  proved,  as  usual,  a  genuine  child  of  the 
future.  As  usual,  it  baa  passed  the  anticipations  of 
either  prudence  or  folly,  and  hears  its  own  chaiacter, 
new,  variod,  and  even  prodigious,  in  the  tablea  oV 
time.    In  fact,  the  fear  1852  doetntit  yve\d.  to  Vui 


predeceisu  in  the  momentoui  ((lulitj  of  lU  avMitl 
and  the  interest  which  itsmentinnniuit  everswaka. 
At  in  duty  bound,  wo  cannot  but  record  with  grati- 
tude that  it  ha£,  on  the  whole,  and  on  a  calm  Nti- 
mate,  been  a  year  of  great  proiperitT,  and  promiM 
of  Btill  greater.  War  has  kept  tar  fron  thss« 
sliorea  ;  Europe  ia  pacified  ;  little  clouds  bava 
threatened  the  political  homon,  but  have  passed 
awBf  harmless.  The  United  States  are  still  content 
with  their  own  ;  the  festering  quarrel  that  for 
twenty  years  has  interrupted  our  commerce  in 
South  America  han  been  happily  stanched  ;  evun 
the  miserable  Caffre  War  has  almost  exhausted 
itself  ;  the  new  Ijeneral  who  whs  sent  there  in 
Jnnuary  already  talks  of  his  return  ;  our  war  with 
our  East  Indian  neighbours  is  little  more  than  an 
endless  paradu  at  tho  cost  of  English  patience  and 
money  ;  mid  so  the  year  has  closed  on  an  all  but 
universal  tranquillity. 

But  iho  mention  of  war  cannot  but  suggaat  both 
our  daugor  and  our  loss.  Wo  iiave  this  year  lost 
our  greatest  man.  The  Duke  or  WEtLiBfiToir,  who 
has  stamped  his  name  on  so  long  a  range  of  epochs, 
and  who  even  last  year  still  seemed  a  man  to  Kuida 
tho  fortunes  of  liis  country  in  peace  or  in  war.  hai 
at  length  gone  from  us  ;  and  this  year,  thoiigh  bo 
far  in  the  century,  borrows  a  splendonr  not  its  own 
from  the  rerival  of  his  story  iind  tho  lone  record  o£ 
liis  fame.  We  have  buried  our  great  chief,  with  the 
IS  that  the  eyes  of  many  natioqs  and  of 
e  upon  US.  Time  aeeraed  to  retraoo 
I  iros  a  pause  in  the  political  strife ; 
3,  all  classes  for  once  were  agreed  to  gather 
round  the  grave  of  the  man  whoso  achievements, 
nnparalleled  ns  they  wore,  nevertheless  seemed  the 
least  part  of  his  greatness.  That  has  been  tha 
greatest  act  of  the  year,  and  whatever  has  been 
omitted  towards  the  welfare  of  tliis  country  at  a 
crisis  of   just  anziety  has  been   supplied  by  tlu* 


future  age 
its  steps  ; 
all  partie! 
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dMeTmlnation  of  oU  clus»3  to  uikow  tlia  utmortj 
scMBiblereudiness  to  honour  their  cammon  deliverer.^ 
Vo  pus  to  other  countries,  the  same  vear  has  tee 
the  death  o!  Bovlt  in  France  sad  Castu^os  i 
S[)&in,  each  of  them,  with  wliat  juattss  it  is  noedlBH 
io  inquiie,  compared  in  his  own  country  to  <na 
WBWJNoxoif,  While  the  great  relioa  <j£  the  larf 
'#ar  b&n  thus  beeli  paasiiig  away,  the  Iniperiatfl 
Throne  aud  unscrupuloua  amhitioa  of  NapoleoiT^ 
liace  been  revived  In  Franco,  Once  in< 
MeniH  to  hang  on  the  breath  of  a  man  who  m 
eonaoH  neceasityor  passion  hy  Riving  the  fatal  n 
that  shall  surround  these  isles  and  covet  the  oo 
with  war.  From  this  year  ne  are  unfortiinntelj^ 
compelled  to  date  the  restoration  of  our  long^^ 
neglected  defences,  in  the  shape  of  a.  new  Militia  af 
home  and  a  claaa  of  screw  ships  lit  to  copo  with  tl 
giants  recently  launched  from  the  ports  of  01 
nearest  neighbour.  Our  security  is  affected  by  tlM 
blow  that  struck  down  the  liberties  of  France.^ 
VfbBi  Nafoleoit  III.  has  done  to  his  aubjeots  hn 
Eoqr,  with  as  little  warnini;  or  heaitation,  do  to  UMfM 
Mm  have  lesa  cloini  to  his  mercy.  The  confiacatic 
of  the  Obleaks  property  and  the  release  of  Asd-£: 
Kadbk,  if  they  ahow  a  diSercnce  of  demeanour  t 
those  whom  he  may  consider  hia  foea,  prove,  t 
lent,  the  habitual  secrecy  and  boldness  of  I 
ditatgni. 

Car  domestic  politics  have  been  scarcely  lea 
Ktrange.  A  large  malcontent  party,  long  muateiiw 
io  the  cry  of  Protoctionj  lias  been  unexpectadly  l^ 
into  power  by  the  divisioDH  of  its  opponents,  and,'^ 
after  a  reign  deiteroualy  spun  out  to  300  days,  hatt  ' 
been  njected  by  their  reunion.  Lord  Debst  and 
Mr.  DiSBAEU  have  thus  had  a  year's  government 
ef  this  country,  not  without  success.  A  large  body 
of  thair  adherents  has  been  added  to  the  roll  of 
SHtiah     Btatesmen.      Our    defences     ^"jb   ■\i6«n. 
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dogma  of  Protection  has  had  its  last  appeal  in  a 
Parliament,  and   in  tliat  appeal  luu  now  been  cast 
From  this  year  we  date,  then,  a  "  Coaii- 


tiou  "  Ministry,  combining  all  who  are  niUtng 
govern  the  country  on  ihe  priuciplen  tliat  ht 
prevailed  for  the  last  thirty  years.    Tiord   Palmkk- 


been  tliis  year — almost  exactly  this  year —    i 
out  of   office,   and  is   not   the    least    remarkable    | 
member  of   our   new  Christmu  party.     A  crisis  of 
such  political  difficulty  has  given  us  more  of  the 
Beeda  of  progress  than  oE  actual    1ei{isktit>n.     Rival 
factions  now  vie  in  the  promise  of  rator ms,  nor  are 
there  wanting  many  iadications  of  change,  whether 
we  look  to  events,  to  diaooveries,  or  t«  the  scarcely    I 
leas  palpable  development  of  public  opinion.  Ijaboiir 
of  all   kinds  is   becoming   less  of  a  drug,  and  tha> 
tables  are  turning  gainst  the  employer.  Coal,  iron, 
other   metals,  and   even   agiicultural   produce   are 
rising.     Onr  workshops  and  factories   cannot   keep 
pace  with  ordei's.  Witli  increased  employment  there 
IS  a  corresponding  increase  in  the   use   of  comforts 
and  luxiirioB.     Never  did  tlie  nictropolia  aad  niauu- 
facturi[ig  towns  show  so  rapid  a  growth.     Kotwith-    I 
stonding  these   inducenionts  at   honie,  emigration 
has  set  in  to  our  Austrsdian  colonies,  in  addition  to 
the  Transatlantic  current,  with  unprecedented  force. 
Vessels  cannot   be  found  too  large  or  too  swift,  and    I 
a  new   class   of    emigrant    siiips    has    come    into    1 
eiistence,  to  be  raphiced,  possibly  in  its  turn,  by    i 
one  much  larger.     Lines  of    steamers  are  designed, 
or  are  already  commenced,  to  all  parts  of  the  globe, 
and   scarce  a  week  passes  but  some  new  wonder  ia 
launched   on   the   deep.     Not  to  insist  for  ever,  or 
exclusively,  on   the   benefits   of    Free   Trade,   the 
immediate   cause   of  this  extraordinary  movement    I 
by  land  and  by  sea  is  the  daily  increasing  discovery    1 
of  the  Australian  goldfields.     The  vastest  troasura  J 
ever  yet  accumulated  by  man  lias  been  this  yeu  ii 
tha  vaults  of  the  Book  of  Enjlaud  i  but  it  is  at 
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more^tiiaii  the  annual  crop  o£  gold  reaped  by  a  few 
tbotuand  Englialuusn  from  the  vulleya  and 
mountain  sides  of  a,  remote  colony.  The  probabla 
eflaet  of  this  ProvjdentiaJ  interfeteDce  with  the  old 
distribution  and  laws  of  wealth  bafflea  the  skill  of 
the  boldeit  and  most  ozperi«>iced  speuulator.  The 
chanuelB  of  currency  aud  of  comjuerco  take  a  long 
time  to  fill  with  tliia  neir  itre&ni  of  gold,  but  they  | 
must  overflow  before  long  ;  and  tlian  we  shall  si  ~ 
more  clearly  than  rsason  can  tcU  ua,  the  final  reai 
of  these  wonderful  diacoveries. 

lu  the  conflict  of  pal-ties  tlieLe^sIature  has  hardly    | 
Icept  pace  with   events   and   spontaneous  changes. 
Miioh-dasired   iuiprovoinents  of  tlie  metropolis  are 
yet  at  a  stBudstill.     If  tliero  i»  naything  to   notice, 
it  is  that  nuiaances  nf  all  kinda  grow  with  the 
growth   of   thia  huce  city,  and  become  yearly  mote 
intoterablc  and  luopc  dijficulli  to  be  luoBtered.     But 
the  ogo  ia  still  big  with  proiiiiue.    The  Eihibitiori 
which   lias  thia  ye»F   lieeu  snopt  clean  from  Hyds 
Parle  hiis  left  twin  ofTsprin^, — the  one  national,  the 
other  private.     That  whidi   is  growing  up   noder   J 
(iHtciiJ   nuruiiK  ia  to  be  a  vast   sud   compi'eheiisivQ   I 
Jostituteof  Art  and   Science  at   Kennington-gore.    j 
The    leas    fuvoured    progeny  is  alrondy  rearing  its    , 
lotty  dome   on   the   rtdgo  of   the  Surrey  bills,  and    i 
bids  fttir  to  mu-paae,  in  many  n-'spocts,  its   splendid 
oi'iginal.     The   year   1852   will   be   famouB   in   the 
annals  of  education  for  the  copious   reports   of   the 
two   University   ConimisKions.     But,   whether    for 
good  or  ill,  for  promise  ot  for  failure,  few  yeara  will 
be  more  memorable.    The  Ohiu-ch  of    England  wUl 
remember  how  Convocation  contrived  to   get   up   a 
debate.     ChriatLius   of   a)1   kinds  will   deplor 
oommon    utondal   of   rival   oliurohes   in   thu  . 
"  AcBixLi     versus     Kbwman."      Kverybody  will  J 
remember  our  summer  of     intoleraWe  Vieat  woi^' 
dmDjf/it,   oar  untiimn  of   rains  w»\  muTifiatuM 
nnJun  tbii  oieciered   twelvtmontb.  ^iftiaVoa^fl 
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Amazon  and  the  BincenheAd.  ScarOelj  BUjr  but 
will  aasocitite  the  fear  with  losses  not  ao  teKible, 
bnt  ne&rer  home.  Few  jesfs  have  been  bo  fktd  ta 
KeniuB  and  worth.  From  a  mncli  latgor  obituary 
may  be  selected  the  names  of  Tornkr,  Pbout, 
J.  Lardsber,  FlIll^]E^',ELloT,WAIlBURTO^,T.MooIut, 
D'Orsat,  Poetbr,  the  econouiiBt,  PuGI.tj  " " 
WsBSTBit,  the  AmericaD  stat«Bmaii, 
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'The  year  which  this  day  will  bring  to  a  cIdsb 
wears  on  its  departure  a  eheukeriad  and  oloudj 
aspect,  and  has  hardly  redeemed  the  bright  promiso 
of  its  earlior  days.  Domestic  prospentf  has  bean 
tampered  by  the  TiaitatianH  oi  Pboviiienob,  aud 
eitevnal  peace   troubled  by  the    unruly  will    and 

Gofli^te  aiubitioit  of  mao.  Out  united  MiniBtr^ 
,3  given  at  latit  a  Btiikii^  proof  of  disunion  ;  our 
prosporouB  artiaans  are  pinina  under  the  self- 
impt)sed  iniaery  of  "  Btvikea."  Whorevar  we  look 
we  find  good  and  evil  so  inseparably  linked  together 
^Bweet  so  mingled  with  bitter  and  bitter  with 
swQot — that  we  cannot  for  a  moment  forget  the  un- 
certain tenure  of  our  most  brilliant  prosperity,  or 
the  degree  in  which  pnidence,  foresight,  aod  manly 
public  spirit  may  mitigate  tlio  visitationa  of  trouble 
and  adversity. 

The  year  opened  with  a  pleasing  retrospect  of  tho 
past,  and  happy  anticipations  for  the  future.  In 
the  ehespness  and  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of 
life — in  the  happinesa  and  content  of  our  people 
the  onormouB  stimulus  given  to  trade  and  mi 
f natures — in  the  unprecedented  extension  of 
commerce  and  Bhipping,  we  were  beginning  to  unjoy 
to  the  fuli  that  prosperity  which  the  raost  sanguina 
advocatcB  of  Free  Trade  had  predicted  to  inoreduloui 
audieacBMj  and  by  denving  tko  ^osiibllitf  of  irlueh 
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iBuy  Deople  had  •ttftined  for  themtelvu  tho  reputa- 
tion  of  witdon  and  rooderAtion.  Our  relations  with 
foreign  States  were  uniForml;  of  the  most  amicabla 
dascription.  Ko  o!oud  overcast  tho  Eostem  aky, 
4Dd  the  future  tempest  la,;  hid  heneatli  the  clcur 
and  tr«acheroii8  horizon,  Tho  marrii^  of  tli» 
Emperor  of  the  FRKNue,  which  ushered  in  theyH»r, 
W&B  gladly  accepted  as  an  omen  of  future  peace  and 
goodwill.  The  hitter  feelings  which  arose  out  of 
tlte  coup  d'flai  ai  1851  had  begun  to  soften,  and 
a***r  since  tho  stormy  year  IMS  hnd  mattois  in 
Europe  seemed  so  promisine  and  eo  calm.  Jn 
domc^c  politics  the  sanguine  might  almost  beli«Fa 
tliat  we  were  about  to  enter  on  a,  political  millenium. 
The  attempt  of  a  party  formed  mther  on  personal 
tniRioiity  than  on  principle  to  retain  in  ite  lutnda 
tita  Kovernment  of  the  onunti^,  for  irSdeh  it  had 
a^toar  napaoity  nor  character,  had  just  signally 
failad,  and  the  commencement  of  this  year  saw  the 
formation  of  a  Ministry  from  men  long  conspicuous 
a»  the  leaders  of  oppoaitu  parties,  liiit  now  welded 
t^[ethar  in  a  close  and  irresistible  phalanx  for  the 
promotiou  of  the  public  good.  For  the  first  time  in 
itfl  history  the  country  saw  its  talent,  its  experience, 
and  its  worth  harmoniously  combined  in  ita  service, 
and  had  the  satisfiiction  of  thinking  that,  if  the  reign 
of  party  spirit  was  not  over,  a  grent  step  had,  at  any 
nte,  been  taken  towards  rescuing  the  administra- 
tion of  public  affairs  from  the  toola  of  family  cliques 
or  the  nominees  of  unprincipled  factions,  and 
placins  them  in  the  hands  of  thoae  best  able  to 
ad  minister  them. 

It  is  only  iust  to  say  that  the  long  and  laborious 
session  of  ^^arUumont  which  followed  more  than 
instiSad  public  exitectation.  It  was  to  be  anticipated 
that  »  GoTOrnmeDt  so  able  and  so  well  chosen 
should  treat  with  a  maaterly  hand  the  subjects  to 
which  it  addressed  itiielf,  out  it  could  l\w4\g  \ia 
«upf  end  that  is  ao  ahoH  a  pehod  oi  tiiUQ  nwaKvu^ 
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ftr>  vaat,  bo  compUcaied,  and  dealing  with  raatters 
to  disputable,  could  have  been  originaMd,  elabo- 
ratarl,  and  oarried.  Ths  Sesiion  of  1S53  vill  bo  I 
for  ever  remarkabla  ai  having  firat  fully  brouftbt  to 
the  attention  of  the  oouutrj  the  finsni:ial  and 
Parliamentary  abilities  of  Mr.  GukDRTURS,  to  the 
shnme  and  confutation  of  those  who  insist  r 
believing  that  the  ami  of  Farii  am  entary  eloquence 
Hot,  and  that  the  reu-n  of  Victokia  niTiit  not  hope 
to  be  illuminated  by  that  vigour  and  eplendoiir  of 
debate  nhich  shed  so  bright  a  luttra  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary annaia  of  her  Krandfathor'a  reign.  The  I 
Succeasion  Duty  boldly  announced  and  niiuceBBfully 
carried  out  the  principle  that  all  classes  are  henoe- 
forth  to  be  regariled  as  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
and  that  the  feudal  immunitieH  of  real  property  are 
at  an  end.  The  Corn  Law  had  aaid  that  no  taxea 
should  be  levied  for  the  benefit  of  a,  pnrt  of  the 
community  ;  the  Succeasion  Duty  declared  the 
logical  converse — that  no  jMvrt  of  the  oinmunit/ 
sliould  he  exempt  from  taxation.  Our  finances  are 
thus  placed  on  a  sound,  because  a  durable,  footing, 
and  tlie  plaoo  oF  the  Income  Tax  ia  occupied  by  an 
irapost  which  under  no  cirouraHtances  can  erer  bo 
repealed.  The  Irish  Income  Tax  is,  like  the  Siiecea- 
sion  Duty,  still  more  valuable  as  an  expressiun  of' 
principle  than  as  a  means  nf  revenue. — nhat  tho' 
one  declared  with  regard  to  oinases  the  other  ratified' 
■with  rejai'd  fn  countries,  and  the  invidious  exi 
tion  which  had  been  granted  to  poverty  fell  a 
8a.ine  time  as  the  unfair  preference  accorded  to 
wealth.  The  Canada  Ulorgy  Reat^rveB  Bill  will  be 
not  less  memorabfe  as  an  autheutic  declaration  of  I 
non-interference  with  the  detaiU  of  colonial  ROvern. 
ment.  The  India  Bill, though  very  far  short  of  what 
the  country  had  a  right  to  expect,  will  yet  form  »' 
memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  our  great  de- 
pendpncy,  and,  it  we  mistake  not,  in  that  of  o>ip 
public  em^oyit.    It  was  much  to  put  an  end  to  the- 


system  by  which  India  was  leased  out  for  twenty 
ysars  to  s  proprietary  government,  and  the  inqiiii^  j 
Into  all  abuses  adjonmed  till  the  completion  of  this 
reourriuR  cycle,  but  it  was  infinitely  more  to  deter-  ' 
mine  that  the  vast  and  lucrative  patronage  of  civil 
employments  in  India  should  lienoeforth  be  thrown 
open  to  free  competition.  The  t-ahie  of  such  a 
stimulus  to  the  educational  institntions  of  this 
country  cannot  be  esso^rated,  and  it  is  hardly 
possible  to  conceive  that  so  esceilsnt  u  principle 
ahmild  not  bear  fruit  nearer  home.  It  is  probably 
from  this  year  that  the  future  inquirer  will  date  ihe 
oomniencement  of  a  system  destined  ere  long  tu 
almost  imiversal  application,  by  which  the  aetvlcn 
ot  the  State  ahall  be  rescued  from  the  ciutckes  of 
political  and  Parliamentarp^^  jobbers  to  be  mada 
exelusively  the  reward  of  uiatinguished  merit.  In 
the  Charitable  Trusts  Bill  we  have  another  measure 
of  vast  importance,  clearly  establiahing  the  distinc- 
tion between  public  and  private  property,  and 
alainiins  the  rij{ht  of  the  State  to  moaify  the  former 
according  to  tlie  present  views  of  tlie  interests  of 
Bocietjr,  and  to  Institute  a  rigid  and  unsparing 
innuiBition  into  its  manajjeini^iit. 

The  course  of  the  Session  n-oa  not  lessreniiirkablo 
for  the  ^cHt  measures  which  weru  passed  flian  for 
the  surpi-ising  degieo  in  which  the  House  ot  Com- 
mnns  imbibed  the  spirit  which  had  united  ani' 
animated  those  called  upon  to  preside  over  its  dell 
beratioDs.  Ita  commencement  was  marked  by  sn 
attempt  to  revive  the  old  parly  personalities  ol: 
former  years,  but  the  suooess  of  thoae  nttempts  was 
not  such  as  to  encourage  their  repetition.  As  tha 
Spring  advanced,  and  meusnru  after  measure  passed 
BiiocD9Bfully.  opposition  grew  weaker  and  weaker, 
till  at  last  discussion  was  almost,  reduced  to  tlia 
Wndid  statement  of  objoctioiis  itnd  suggestion  of 
ilUes.  Here  is  the  bright  spot  ot  tha  yeM  VKft-, 
•'-'-)t  majr  dwell  on  th«  labouta  oi  OMi  Tm" 
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tnent  with  pleaaiire,  and  the  futur*  hutoriut  mty 
perhaps  find  ocuaiitin  to  record  that  about  thii 
period  the  Parliamentarf  Ejatein  of  Great  Britain 
bad  reached  its  higheit  perfection. 

If  we  turn  from  the  dolibeintions  of  Parliameni, 
we  fin<l  that  as  the  yunr  advanced  the  prcispectB  of 
the  people  at  lar^e  lost  somewhat  of  their  bruliaiiay, 
and  that  the  exuberant  prosperity  with  wliich  tha 
year  oominenced  is  tempered  by  many  and  grievous 
abatements.  Mr.  Gun^iOKE'a  scheme  for  aieatinK 
a  Two-and-a-Half  per  Cent.  Stock,  neither  u 
reuonsblo  nor  presumptuous  at  the  time  whan  it  w  . 
propoeed,  was  speedily  thwarted  and  countertuit(>d 
bj  a  number  of  unfoicseen  accidents.  The  gloomy 
prospects  of  the  harvest,  which  prognoatioatcd  a 
short  orop,  Dot  only  in  these  islands,  but  in  every 
oorn-gmwtnK  country  in  Europe,  wero  only  too  well 
verified  hy  tlie  result.  The  great  prosperity  of  tliQ 
worhing-claREes  had  occasioned  an  onormouB  tUmand 
for  ail  articles  of  food,  and  the  prospect  of  a 
diminiahed  supply  had,  therefore,  an  unusually 
stimulating  effect  upon  prices,  so  that  we  ore  now 
paying  rates  with  M'hich  the  atanchest  advocates  of 
the  Corn  Laws  might  well  have  been  content.  But, 
though  the  advooato  of  the  Corn  Laws  would  be 
oontent,  the  heart  of  the  people  would  have  been 
full  of  repining  and  bitterness.  Experience  hna 
well  taught  us  what  a  scarcity  of  com  means  under 
a  system  of  Protection  or  PriAibitjon,  Incendiary 
fires,  Chartist  meetings,  frame-breaking,  and  every 
form  of  rui-al  and  aubiirban  outrage,are  the  methods 
by  which  a  people  pinched  for  bread  by  uujust  and 
unequal  laws  speaks  to  the  conscience  anil  fears  of 
iti  rulors.  They  not  only  feel  .the  effect,  but  they 
bitterly  resent  the  cause.  Let  those  who  lament 
over  the  fate  of  bygone  restrictions  carefully 
Donsider  what  bae  happened  in  the  present  year. 
While  almost  every  Government  in  Europe  has 
stood  in  abject  dread  of  its  own  BubJectSj  and  c 
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descended  to  devices  tbo  moat  discreditable,!!)  order    | 
to   4eeTR  at   least  to    palliate   the   severity  of  tliafe 
faniiue  fur  wliieh  they  tbeiuselvBa  have   taaglit  the    I 
people  to  hold  thsir  GoTamment  responsible, — while    i 
we   Bee    prohibitions   abrogated,    espurtation    pro- 
hibited, and  artificiul  prices  orented  by  OoTern-   ' 
ments   proud   of  their   streiigtli,    and    careless,   in 
ordinwy  times,  of  tlieir  popularity,  our  Minidters    I 
have  been   niselj  eontcnt   to   leave  the   reoiedy  of    I 
scarcity  to  the  operation  of  demand  and  supply,  and    J 
to  trust  to  the  good  aense  of  a  free  people  to  c— 
tinguish  betireeti  a  scarcity  caused  by  the  act  of 
aii-wise  Proviiibncb  and  by  the  blind  and  ahort- 
8ighl«d   meddling  of   man.     Never  was  conhdenca 
m»re   justly  repused   or  more   fuUy  repaid.     The 
people  of  tlioae  iflluuds,  heretofore   so  turbulent  at    . 
the  approach  of  scarcity,  have  borne  their  urivationi   I 
without   a   muriiiitr,  and  it  has   been   satiafootorily   ] 
proved  that,  by  the  repeal   of  the  Com  Lawe,  Go-    ' 
vornment  has  for  ever  emancipated  itself   from  tha 
unpopularity  wliioh   used   to   follow  a  bad   haryoat, 
and  elfecludly  removed  one  of  tbo  most  prominent 
and  frequently-recurring   oauaea  of  diacontent  and 
aodition. 

Tat,  if  the  people  have  borne  the  proflent  soaroity 
with  patience,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they  liava 
other  ground]  than  these  which  make  their  position 
tolerable.     Since  the  oponing  of  the  trade  in  com  a 
Bowcity  Ih  no  longer  iittonded  witJi  a  certain  rovulsiou    i 
in  the  course  of  trade  and  a  suspenaion  or  anniliila- 
tfon   of    commercial  prosperity.     Notivithstanding 
unr  defective  harvest,  aggravated  as  its  effects   have 
been   by  the   ever-increaaing  probability  of 
oeoupation  hua  not  flagged   and   commerce  bos 
lanjipnislied.     A  bod   harvest   is   shorn   of  half   its 
terrors,  not  only  politically,  but   commercially.     In    I 
tba  fftce  of  the   present  dearth,  and  of  a  war  all  bat    i 
"■"" —  against  one  of  the  greatest  Powetao'  ''  '    ' 
tniie  nan  main  tain  her  buoycmci  aitid  n 
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factnres  their  activity,  and   tho   Funds  themselves,  ,1 
that  Beusitivo  barometer  of  public  feeling,  evince  "  " 
Bign   of  ti'epidation   or  dismay.     As   often   as  I 
speculatars  aperat«  for  a  fall  the  iincontruUable  ci 
lidence  nf  tlie  public  intervenes,  and  the  descent  U  I 
checked  and  answered  vith  a  rebound.     The  peopla  f 
are  confidant  in  their  commercial  prosperity,  because  1 
they  know  it  is  bused  on  sure  foundations — libertjr,   | 
industry,  and  capital— and  they  dread  little,  as  they   I 
have  little   cause  to  dread,  the   hostility  of  Russia.   I 
A  more  gratifying  picture  of  national   strength   and   I 
self-confidence   than  these   facts  afi'ord  it  would  be  I 
difficult  to  find.      Vet,  there  is  the   dark  side   erea  I 
to  this  pleasing  prospect.     Confident  as  we  are  in 
uur   trade   and   might,   the   Lancnsliire    ''  stiikca" 
remind  us  that  our  wealth  4ind   our  protperity— »11  1 
that  makes   this   tmall   populntion   and  diminutive  -J 
Kinijdum  a  first-rate   Power  among  the  nations —  I 
depend  on  the  will  of  men  too   ignorant  to  under-  1 
stand  their  own  interests,  or  to  listen   to  any  argu- 
ment save  that  eiiforct^d  by  the  wretchedaess  to  ' 
which   they  are  reduced  liy  their   own  tolly.     At  a 
period  of  scarcity,  when   some  canti'oction  of  trade 
iviis  to  be  cxpoctod,  and   an   increase   in  the  rate  of   I 
wagea  was  obviously  impossible-,  a  sndden   rage  haa 
posiessed  the  population  in  lari;e  portions  of  oui 
nianufactuiing   districts  with   n  hope   of   bettering   I 
their    circumstances    through    the    de.iperate    and   I 
auictdal  i^ency  of   "  strikes."     Week   after  week  in 
the   reckless   content   protracted  at   the  bidding  at    I 
men  whose  pecunbry  interests  and  personal  import-   I 
snce  »re  alike  involved  in  ita  continuaoce,  and  e~" 
tributions  are  levied  from  the   industrious  to  mt 
tain  in  idleness  those  who  will  not  work.     Capital  ia 
wasted,   Ul  feelin;;   engendered,    habits  of  idieneas 
formed,  and   hsbits  of  self-reliance  undermined  by    I 
tliese  useless  and  endless  contests,  which  can  have    | 
jio  oiJier  effect  than  to  destroy  the  fund  out  of  which 
f^g»a  are  to  ba  paid,  and  to  deprive  the  country  of 
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one   of  her  priocipal   advantageB  in  her  hard   raca,  1 
with  foreign  competitors. 

Meanwhile,  social  principles^  of  infinite  practina-, 
value  aro  beginnlog  to  ho  more  tlioroDghly  discusseiyi 
BJid  more  clearly  upprehended.  The  deniand  foi^ 
general  education  becomes  louder  and  moi'e  prens^, 
lag,  and  BeemB  likely  ere  long  to  asautne  a  f omt,  ■ 
whioh  wOl  enable  Ministers  to  dHol  with  it  on 
scale  and  with  a  coiuplvteness  suited  to  its  vant  it 
portonce.  The  danger  of  lowering  the  franchiaarl 
wbilu  its  intended  reolpients  are  so  i){norant,  aad^  I 
the  mslancholj  spactacle  afforded  hy  the  "  BtrilteB,"'f 
have  lent  strength  to  tijia  feeling,  but  there  ia».V 
cause  at  work  tliB  tffiuacy  of  which  is  probably  noi,-J 
inferior  in  the  other  two.  lu  this  year  we  have  fot  ■ 
tlie  first  time  taken  upon  onrselvos  the  punishmentr' I 
uf  our  own  criminals,  Tranaportatioti  has  ceaaadf,  1 
and  the  crime  of  the  country  ia  returned  into  her,  J 
own  boson.  The  efibct  is  what  might  be  sppre^  I 
bended.  Men  will  begin  to  awake  to  the  convictioiv  1 
tliat,  if  they  are  to  retain  their  criminals  with  thec^)  I 
at  all  events  it  ia  hatter  tjj  catch  thorn  young  than]  J 
old,  and  to  attempt  their  reformation  before  rath^sl 
than  after  they  have  become  hardened  in  crime.tj 
The  movement  for  the  reformation  of  juveniltt^V 
offenders  ha^  this  praiseworthy  object,  and  now  tha%  I 
the  nation  is  fairly  saiddlod  nitb  the  rasponsibilitrr,^ 
of  lining  among  the  crime  it  rears,  we  canuot  doubt  1 
tha  experiment  will  be   eagerly  adop^d   and  fairly  f 

Tliis  liaa  been  on  eventful  year  in  the  history  of  I 
the  metropolis.  A  bold  attempt  has  been  made  to.  I 
free  London  from  the  miserieg  uf  smoke,  of  a  fcetiil  I 
river,  and  of  an  inadaqnute  drainage,  'fhe  retur^J 
of  the  Cholera  has  roused  a  anuit  of  local  iniprovB-,  I 
ment  which  will  not  rest  till  it  has  done  all  thal^J 
human  care  can  do  to  arrest  the  progress  of  ttio. 
plague.  This  year  also  is  memorabVa  oa  \va.-^i»% 
yntneseed  the  aloaing  of  our  graveyaiis,  wii  ^-'tia 
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year  nill  principally  be  cemembered  in  (be  annalBof 
the  meh'opoliB  la  the  oponiug  of  the  Roya!  Oommia- 
aion  to  Inquire  into  the  Abuses  of  the  exiating  Hor- 
poration.  A  i-ast  amount  of  abiiae  atanda  oonTictad 
at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  and  only  swtuta  tlia 
aentence  of  the  Commissioners,  while  the  diaona- 
aions  as  to  the  mode  of  extending  municipal  institu- 
tions to  the  whols  metropolis,  and  organizing  tha 
government  and  sDperint«adence  of  the  larj^at  oity 
in  tbe  world,  will  probably  push  to  its  utmost 
devolopment  the    theory  of   Bubordinato   goveni' 

It  we  turn  to  tha  aistor  fcingdoins,  ttb  observe  ii 
Ireland  a  gradual  deoay  iti  the  spirit  of  politioal 
agitation,  and  a  $;eiiDral  recourse  to  the  arts  of 
{leacefiil  indnatry  and  material  progi^ess.  Inland, 
too,  has  had  her  (Irystal  Palacn,  and  lias  earned 
■wEll-desBTved  laurels  by  the  undertaking.  Tha 
IJTTEEN  has  been  received  irith  enthusiasm  in  tha 
land  of  MiTciiErj,,  Meaouee,  and  O'Bbiek,  and  the 
virulent  orators  of  New  York  find  no  echo  in  the 
land  of  their  birth.  Bibaudism  ia  not,  unhappily, 
extinot,  but  is  fallen  from  its  former  palmy  estate. 
But,  nliile  Ireland  is  thus  adopting  English  habits 
and  feelings,  a  few  KRalots,  principSly  of  tha 
extinguished  Protectionist  narty,  are  seeking  to 
light  the  torah  of  discord  between  England  and 
Scotland,  and  to  inoculate  this  rich  and  happy 
country  with  the  poison  which  has  sa  long  circulated 
in  the  veins  of  poor  and  miserable  Ireland.  The 
grisTancea  complained  of  have  been  so  paltry  oi 
false,  and  the  tone  of  remonstrance  so  e^taggerated 
and  hyperbolical,  that  the  good  sense  of  the  people 
of  Scotland  has  at  present  held  them  aloof  from  the 
movement.  We  heartily  trust  that  at  the  end  of 
next  year  we  may  have  to  chronicle  the  aignal 
faiJure  of  thii  attempt  to^esdte  against  each  otltei 
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the  siuoeptibilities  □[  two  nations  nliioli  liftVB  long 
ceased  to  be  divided,  and  the  conaant  of  Scotland  to 
leave  her  gi'ievancea  to  be  remedied  bj  Parliameot, 
without  an  appeal  to  obsolete  prejudices  and  bygone 
Animosities. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  much  ot  the  stability 
which  has  been  observed  in  our  Mouoy-Blarket,  our 
commeTue,  and  our  maniifocturea,  notwithstanding 
BO  uuuiy  causes  of  panic  oiid  so  many  positive  draw- 
backs and  liindrances,  ie  to  be  attributed  to  the  un- 
precedeiitedly  rapid  creation  of  capital  in  our  Aus- 
tralian OoloDies,  and  a  consequent  doiuand  for 
exports  and  foe  invBHtments.  A  steady  Hiifht  of 
emigration  to  these  prosperous  countries  has  relieved 
our  poM-rates  and  improved  the  condition  of  the 
working  claseos,  by  ttunnin^  the  ranks  of  com- 
petitors for  employment  and  increasing  the  demand 
for  the  productions  of  their  labour.  Had  ihe  money 
squandered  in  "  strikes  "  been  devoted  to  eiiiigra> 
lion,  the  operatives  might  have  been  in  a  better 
condition  to  reckon  with  their  nmsters,  and  would 
have  conferred  a  great  beueht  on  many  of  their 
number,  iimtead  of  injuring   everybody  and  doing 

S-od  to  no  one,  except  thair  delegates  and  agitators, 
ut,  in  the  midst  of  this  colonial  prosperity  ihera 
tre  also  uiany  deduotions.  The  ill-timed  rtj(onr, 
and  still  more  ill-timed  lenity  ot  the  Govemnr  of 
Port  PliiUip,  together  with  the  total  neglect  to 
provide  the  only  ineans  for  enforcing  order  and 
obedience  to  the  law  amid  a  turbulent  aud  mixed 
multitude  of  mineis,  have  led  to  a  disgmceful  and 
pusillanimous  surrender  of  the  rights  of  tile  public, 
uid  an  abandonment  of  their  treasures  to  any  one 
who  chooses  to  possaes  himself  of  them.  The 
negligence  and  blundering  of  the  Colonial  Oihao 
have  left  thesii  colonies  with,  institutions  so  crude 
and  ill  formed  that  they  seem  neither  able  to 
continue  as  they  ore,  nor  to  work  out  t\iB'^oV\w& 
ef  their  eaa  regeaetalioa.      Thia    yeftc    Wi^  Si* , 


moTBorable  (or  having  finally  sat  at  rest  the  problem 
of  ths  Nnrth-West  Pasaage^ — a  result  far  mora 
voltiabla  tor  the  ceasation  which  it  promiaes  of  ill- 
adviied,  expensive,  and  liarjtidnuB  e^raditions,  than 
for  any  inci-eas»  of  Itnon-ledge  wliiclt  it  hringi  iib. 
Indeed,  the  worthleaxness  of  the  result  can  only  ha 
fully  appreciated  now  that  it  has  been  lucceaafully 
arrived  at. 

But  that  which  at  thia  moment  rlveta  the  atten- 
tinn  of  e.il  men,  and  will  probsbly  give  thia  year  a 
melancholy  prominence  in  liistory,  is,  that  it  is  the 
tliirty-aighth,  and,  only  loo  probably,  the  last  year, 
of  the  great  Peace  which  followed  the  terolu- 
tinnary  vara  that  ushered  in  this  centuiy.  Little, 
indeed,  could  any  one  foresee  a  year  ago  the 
presBuce  of  those  elements  of  discord  and  confuaion 
which  aeem  ready  to  overwhelm  the  hopes  of  peaoa 
and  the  extension  of  civilization.  A  year  a^  the 
Bmperor  of  Kosaii  enjoyed  amon^  the  Powers  of 
Europe  a  well-earned  character  for  honesty.atraight- 
forwardneaa,  nnd  moderation.  Who  couid  have 
Bupposed  that  within  a  few  months  ail  this  could 
have  been  ao  utterly  forgotten,  and  every  considera- 
tion of  honour  and  jufitice  aacrificed  to  an  smpty 
and  profitless  ambition  1  With  vast  domains  to 
civilize  And  reclaim,  with  a  boundless  field  for  the 
exercise  of  enlightened  benevolence,  and  a  prospect 
of  power  and  pre-eminence  by  developing  the  arts 
of  peace  over  Europe  and  Asia,  far  more  certain 
and  far  more  glorious  than  any  military  triumph, 
this  mi(hty  potentatu  Las  delil>erate]y  turned  from 
good  to  evil,  and  preferred  the  acquisition,  by  fraud 
and  violence,  of  two  or  three  desolated  provinces  to 
the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  sixth  part  of 
tha  inhabited  globe  over  which  lie  reigna.  From 
the  provocation  which  Prince  MbnbobikofJ'  w 
instructed  to  throw  out,  under  the  mask  of  i 
Ambassador,  to  the  late  murderous  attack  upon 
iSiaope,  tha  poUay  ol   the  CUK  has  beenonei  -' 
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uniform.  To  bully  the  weak,  to  cajole  the  strong, 
to  seize  by  Eorca,  nr  to  circumvent  hj  frautl,  c 
now  racognkcd  aa  the  uDiform' tactics  of  the  or 
great  npholdar  of  oriler  aad  traaticta  and  arbiier  of  ] 
the  diapolos  of  Eurupe.  The  combined  Govern- 
ments of  Gn>;kuid  and  FrLmoe  have  exhausted  tlieir 
diploaucf,  their  re mons trances,  anil  their  pLiticncn, 
and  they  non*  see  tiieinselves  sppacently  roduced  to  \ 
the  alternative  of  quitting  forever  tlieir  hiijh  station 
nmoua  the  nations  oE  the  earth,  forfeiting  th«ii 
pcoiniset,  and  abandoning  their  aUies,  or  having 
reooiiise  to  war, — -the  sport  of  barbarous  sovereigns, 
but  the  dread  of  free  aud  prrjgressivu  Goveniments. 
This  is  no  alternative— it  is  a  deciaion.  With  what- 
ever reluctance,  the  Western  Powera  muat  accept  J 
the  challenge  en  insultingly  flung  to  them.  It  haa  | 
been  greatly  to  the  credit  of  our  people  that,  under  ] 
cinramatajices  of  no  small  itritation,  they  have  for-  | 
Tiorne  from  embarrassing  the  course  of  negotia- 
tion by  an  indiscreet  exercise  of  their  riglit  ni 
public  meeting,  and  liave  thus  left  diploinaoy  every 
opportunity  for  averting  the  scourge  with  which,  wn 
are  threatened.  Equally  jneritorious  has  been  their 
fQFbearance  from  expressing  a  Tiatitrni  anxiety  for 
Peace,  and  an  impatience  of  further  taxation,  at  a 
time  when  such  soutiments  could  only  weaken  tho 
effect  ol  our  remonstrances  and  impair  the  con- 
Adonce  of  our  aUies.  The  people  of  Lugiand  have 
shown  that  they  are  nnt  only  temperate,  but 
tnognanimous,  and  capable  of  adopting  in  their 
collective  capacity,  when  roquirod  by  circumstances, 
tlie  same  prudent  reserve  aud  wise  forbearance 
which  are  continually  required  from  individual 
stategmen.  We  trust  that  in  tlie  coming  struggle, 
which  all  Dur  e&brts  seem  powerless  to  avert,  and 
which,  though  begun  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube, 
luay  spread  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Caspiaa,  from 
the  Caspian  to  the  Ganges,  and  from  the  Uange&\o 
the  ihorea  ol  die  Iforth  P»a&c,  ihvs  ""*■?  ft^o'v      ' 
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like  firmiieiB  and  conataacy.  Wo  liava  not  i 
war,  we  have  done  ail  in  our  power  to  avoid  It 
but,  if  it  muit  come,  we  trust  its  evils 
Mcrilices  will  be  Dhcerfully  beme,  as  we  are  sure  its 
perili  ivill  be  inanfiiliy  confronted.  We  have 
enjoyed  Peace  long  ouoiigh  to  value  it  above  nil 
things  esoepl  nur  honour,  but  not  long  enough  to 
enervate  inii'  enur^cs  or  chill  tlio  uuiii'Ogo  nliich 
has  earned  ua  thruugli  so  manj  appai-riitly  uuaiual 
ounllicts.  The  dawn  of  1854  lowers  dark  with  the 
Itresaso  of  itiipendin<;  battle.  Vfe  hope  for  ■  lea 
I  troubled   prospoirt   on   tlie  Iwt  diiy  of   the  c  ""-'"■ 


1854. 


The  ourtAiD  fulls  on  another    ycar-^a  T^u' J 
M\l/tmxgo  ohsnges  and  vicissitudes,  oE  bopti  andexaUr 
K'ilon,  of  anxiety  and  despondency — a  year  which  H 
f_$t  once  covered  u»  with  glory  and   overwhelmed  \ 
E  with  discredit,  and  through  the  checkered  annaUfl 
I  which  we  seek  in  vain  for  any  olear  and    distinu^^ 
k  of  the  future  which  is  impending  over  us.  " 
■  found   us   at  paiioB,  mid  leaves  us  at  wai 
[  RHind  us  with  a  p<iwerful   Ministry,  mid   lanvei 
L  with  one  whose  influence    is  weukeiied    and  «    . 
rtitigt  is  at  an  end.     The  year  has  overturned  d 
taith  in  many  things,  shaken  maey  convictions,  i' 
"uipated  many  illusiona.     Yet  still  we  part  h 
it  without  regret,  as  from  a  sinuere  and 
poken  friend,  whose  words   may  often  wouni 
r  Mif-love  and  mortify  our  vani^,but  from  whom  » 
I  never  never  without  a  feeling  that  his   liarshness  i . 
instructive  and  his  expoanre  of  our  faults  and  erron 
just  and  salutiiry. 

In   Januaiy  of  this  year  the  hope  of  peace  had 
become  very  faint.     The   massacre   of    6inop«   hB4 
^■^tBffntjtid  nil  con£deute  i      ' 


of   6inop«  haj 
asuvboces  of  tM 


Orut,  and  the  only  chance  remaining  wob  that  hs 
would  return  a  favourable  answer  to  the  last 
Bummons  of  the  Wustera  Powers.  The  probability 
of  such  an  ansver  was  very  luuch  dimmiahed  by 
tha  ignominious  repulse  wliiclt  his  army  auataiuad 
M  the  battle  of  Citate,  and  by  the  entrance  of  the 
allied  fleets  into  the  Block  Sea—an  act  of  scarcely 
disouised  hostility.  Under  theaa  ctrcumEtancei 
Paniament  met,  and  it  aoon  bacaine  evident  that 
tke  voice  of  the  nation,  throogh  its  reprmentatives, 
waa  unuiimonsly  pronounced  for  witf.  The  publica- 
tion of  the  BBCTBt  despatohes,  which  revealed  in  th* 
most  odious  tight  the^ael&sh  and  graiping  polioy  of 
BuBsia,  inflamed  this  feeling,  and  the  only  diiHcnlty 
whioh  AfinisterB  had  was  to  justify  themaelvea  for 
sot  having  sooner  taken  the  course  which -all  n:  — 
now  admitted  to  be  inevitable.  Of  the  merits 
this  eontroversy  little  need  be  said  heie.  Acoordiug 
to  the  feeling  with  wJiieh  they  regard  the  preaent 
Government,  men  are  disposeil  to  think  thi 
EUPEXOB  would  or  would  not  have  been  induced  tc 
oamply  with  our  demands  lind  a  more  warlike  ton< 
lieen  aarlier  adopted.  We  have  no  dnta  for  thii 
■paculatioB,  and  must  leave  it  to  professed  partisana 
to  pursue  it.  Enough^for  ua,  who  now  know  mora 
fnlly  than  we  did  last  year  what  manner  of  thing 
war  is  and  what  calamities  follow  in  its  train,  that 
our  Miniat«rs  cannot  be  accused  by  any  reasonable 
person  of  having  been  rash  or  over-eager  in' 
pursuit. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  Session  we  reviewed  fidly 
and  in  detail  the  proceedings  of  that  uioat  abortiva 
and  inadequate  ex^wndituro  of  labour  and  ability, 
and  ehowod  how  Ministorajby  insisting  upon  forcing 
tneaatirM  on  the  attention  of  an  unwilling  House. 
Mtpaiod  themselves  to  a  series  of  morticing  ana 
damaging  defeats.  In  the  position  in  which  we  now 
find  ourselves  we  are  better  able  to  iyiAiffi  \;\Ui.'&  ^ 
tha  cKDmBsoement  of  tlis  wac  oi  tVio  lAivu^vtSf' 
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involved  in  tho  attempt  to  reform  our  representativ«>  1 
Byatem,  to  remcKlel  owr   Parlisnientary   nathi,   to*  f 
alter  the  principle  of  sehction  for  tho  aril   service,* 
to  change  the  law  ot  removal  and  settlement,  and  t' 
rolorm  tho  manner  of  trjiufi   disputed   elections  ii 
the  face  of  an  nctiially  extning  vTar.     The  Queek': 
Speeuh  of    February  announced   these  and   inanT'  1 
other  measures  ;  that  of  Docember  marelf  contented  •  I 
itself  with  averring  that  aomethijiig  oiaght  tnbe  donai    I 
for  tho  catue  of   domestic  iroprorement,  even  whiia'  1 
the  war  was    pniceeding,    and    iu    tliis    modified' 
luiguBge   ne  recogoize   the  oonsciouiuesa    of    oiif> 
Ministers  tbat  they  erred  gravely  wben  they  aoughti 
to  lix    attention    on   niuttera    tiejcber    iiitval,   aotl  1 
military,  nor  diplomatic.  Among  the  results  actndly^   I 
luillieved  in  the  tirst  Session  of  this  year,  beyund  ths4  I 
declaration  of  wai'  with  Russia  on  Ihe  i.'7th  ot  March,  r 
we    niuy    notiue    tho    Uxforil    University    I'ili— »> 
measuro  which,  tli»U)^i  falling  far    short  of    thai, 
wishes    and    reasonable    demands    of     Univexaityi 
Liberals,  has  yet  swept  away  a  dull  and  incompetenti   I 
oligarohy,    and    replaiwd    it    by    a    reprssentativoi- 
counoil  coiuposed  of  men  of  nuu'k  and  talent  ;  has  I 
giveu   to   each   Oollege   the   largest  jmi' 
improvement,  and  eitablislied   a  Uonmtission  whiclil  I 
can,  if   it  wili,  enforce   the   adoption,  on  : 
system,  of  sonnd  and  liberul  views,     Tho  ■ 
tion  of  the  mercantile  laws  into  one  Ast  is 
of   great,  though   unpretending    utility  ;    Mid  tlwf^  '_ 
nbolition  of  the  usury  lawB  seems  to  remove  oaa   otj 
tlie   last   tToues  of   the  ooramcroial   Qotiens  of  Hba 
middle  ages,  and,  if  not  vera  important  in  itsolf,  tan,  I 
relieve  our  legislation  from  (lie  charge   of   oaietess-  ■  ' 
ness  and  inconsistency.  The  moit  valuable  prine'   ' 
probably,  which  the  late  iSesaion  has  establiehe 
th:Lt  of  freedom  of  association, — of  the.  right  of  meiti  M 
to  combine  together  for  the   purposes  of  trade  rw.  f 
adventure  under  sDch  conditions   and  liabilities   aai  I 
tb^jjleBse,  provided  thoxeconditiouaBiidliftlHlitiefti  ] 
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6«  iat\y  niAde  knons  to  the  public.  Ths  syatem 
tif  panting  ehartera  bj  the  Board  of  Trade  haa 
become  absohitely  unvorliable,  and  tlie  necessity  of 
legiBlalion  on  the  subject  is  urgent.  The  principia 
of  that  legisjatioa  lias  beeii  aettEeU  beforehand,  and 
we  hope  and  believe  that  the  coming  IJeaaion  will 
not  pas9  away  without  bringing  the  question  to  a 
iinal  settlement. 

Tha  sul)8equeat  erenta  of  the  year  seeiii  suf- 
ficiaatly  to  ahow  that  the  public  time  would  have 
been  for  better  employed  in  a  learching  inquiry 
into  the  woikin);  of  our  war  departments,  in  ci 
littering  hotr  the  military  administration  of  i 
country  oould  be  carried  on  with  most  speed  and 
moat  simplicity,  and  liow  ths  recent  discoveries  and 
applications  of  science  could  be  most  readily  and 
elfeotually  intioducad,  than  in  forcing  on  an  iinwilt~ 
ing  L^iBlatiire  the  consideration  of  orgauio  cliangea, 
and  adntoiT,  though  not  pressing,  improvement  i, 
The  only  step  in  thia  direction  was  the  establish- 
ment of  a  War  Minister,  and  this  measure,  so  far 
sa  it  haa  already  gone,  haa  by  no  means  answorecl 
the  expectatiiins  of  its  promoters.  The  divided  . 
authority  still  conttnuea  ;  the  Horse  Gtiavds  main- 
tun  their  quad  independence  of  the  t^ccretary  <u 
State,  and  the  Orduanca  is  not  reduced,  as  it  should 
be,  to  »  department  entirely  under  liia  control,  Tho 
ei^ne  is  theoretically  defective,  and  practice  hm 
been  na  little  latisiactory  as  theory.  Tlio  nation  » 
atill  at  a  loss  on  whom  to  lix  tho  reapniisibility  o' 
numerous  and  mortifying  failures  and  neglects,  anit 
may  possibly  commit  an  irreparable  inJustinB  in 
blaminR  one  public  luaD  for  the  sets  of  anotliel'. 
Th«  war  has  only  existtd  for  uiglit  months,  and  in 
the  courra  of  that  time  has  extended  over  countriis 
far  distant  from  each  other,  and  been  ctiockered  by 
alternations  of  fortune.  To  the  aeliievemeiits 
fialtio  fleet  tho  country  is,  perluips,  'Vie\.\At 
'  to  da  mora  justice  Hince  it  haa  becoiuk  I 
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acquainted  irith  the  resulc  of  the  opsrationi  tn  tha 
Euxine.     Tho  ihutthut  op  "f  Hie  ttuasi""  navy  ' 

their  liarboure,  the  BUippngo  of  their  trade  by  be  . 
and  the  capture  of  a  large  iinmber  of  merohani 
sliipi,  \iAva  heva  riT^ted  without  l<Hs,  though  not 
witnout  ttifticulty,  in  a  stormy  and  ititrieato  aea  ; 
and  the  fall  of  Bonianund,  though  no  very  difflcnlE 
aohieTommit,  destroyed  the  beginaiiiff  uf  a  fortress 
tleslioed  U>  ovorawo  tha  Bilcio  and  impo*B  the 
will  of  the  Emfkkor  on  the  Courts  of  the  North  of 
Europe,  At  Fetropaulovski  we  met  with  B  repiiisB, 
caused  in  part  by  the  lameDtable  incident  vhieh 
preceded  the  attuclc,  pitrtly  by  the  treaahery  of  oilr 
guide,  and  partly  by  the  inliereiit  dilficnlties  of  tha 
enterprise  ;  and  the  year  closes  not  without 
appreheosion  ns  to  the  luanner  in  which  the  ships 
which  we  failed  t\>  capture  may  at  the  present  lima 
bo  employed. 

Cut  these  attacks  on  the  oitrenie  went  and  east 
of  Russia  sink  into  insignificance  compared  with  tha 
Hcenes  which  have  been  enacted  on  the  coasts  of  the 
Black  Sea.  The  Russiaiis,  despairing  of  forcing  ths 
lines  of  Kalafat,  evacuated  WalJacltia,  and  drew" 
toeethur  their  forces  for  the  purpose  of  besieging 
Sihatrla.  liefore  an  oiitworit  of  this  fortress  iriany 
thoiisniid  Russians  ppriahecl,  without  being  able  to 
make  any  impression  on  ite  'lefciiders,  sustained  and 
instructed  by  the  knowleilgo  ]md  gallatitry  of  two 
British  '.illioerK,  and  the  tiilc  of  war,  after  having 
advaiieed  to  tWs  point,  voUfd  backwanla  across  tha 
Danube.  Mc-aiiwliile  we  had  bouibnrded  Odc»H,  iti 
return  for  im  insult  nIFered  to  our  flag  of  trude,  but 
had,  --nith  ilil  incompreliensiblo  lenity,  desisted, 
•iftiT  ir.tliciiiia  serious  injury  on  the  place,  and  hJt' 
it  to  liVLniiii.'sdepijt  imtl  piaceof  arms  fof  the troo^' 
iioiv  CLint.KaJmg  ayiiiiiat  us  in  the  Crimert,  Thn  Shit' 
__empliyTiiciic  of  our  ti-oops  on  arriving  in  the  Bail' 
a  to  iorttfy  QaiHpoli,  and  throw  up  works,  r"  ^ 
}  Kussinns  had  already  forced  tlie  Balkan. 
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nathiiut  wete  left  to  the  AUie*  but  to  defend  the 
last  promontory  of  tlio  Tiiiluah  empire.  From  Gal - 
lipoii  our  troops  were  moved  to  Varna,  where  they 
nere  flnonmped  in  a  petition  pleasing  to  the  eye, 
but  which  a  littls  inquiry  would  have  shown  to 
be  notorlouBiy  pestilantiiaJ.  Aftur  speading  the 
eumjnoi  on  tJiii  unhealthy  coa^t,  whi^  uost  ui  a 
tnelantholy  lisc  of  brave  aolJiers.tlie  army  embarked 
for  the  Crimea,  and,  by  nn  exploit  second  to  nono 
in  the  annals  of  militaiy  and  naval  adventure,  was 
carried  tu  ita  shara  in  u  ataUi  of  the  utmost  security 
and  BtHciency,  and  landed  ivitliout  loss,  and  almost 
without  oonfiuion.  It  wnre  mete  wimte  of  space  to 
redosceihu  events  the  memory  of  wliich  is  already 
riveted  in  Uia  puUio  mind — the  iwlvance  on  the 
Alma,  the  iiideuiiive  skirmiiih  of  tlie  I'Oth,  the 
glorious  victory  of  the  20th  of  September,  purchased 
by  the  lives  of  so  many  brave  men,  the  march  to 
BaJaklava,  naid  the  conmieuoement  of  the  siege.  Up 
to  the  17th  of  O'^tober,  when  we  opened  lire,  ali 
appeared  to  have  gone  prosperously.  Kome  regret 
or  doubtmight  be  felt  aa  to  the  policy  of  allowing 
tlw  «ieniy  to  tlu^w  up,  luidisturbiiti,  strong  eai'th- 
norka  iu  our  front  ;  but  oiu-  eiigim.'ei-s  were  con- 
fident tliut  they  would  fall  before  the  tirst  elTorta 
of  our  batteries,  and  civilians  were  diaj^KJsed  to 
acquiesce  iu  tactics  >vhich  promised  a  sure  success 
without  tlie  effaaion  of  blood.  On  tliat  unhappy 
d^the  real  nature  of  our  enterprise  disclosed  itself. 
The  French  batteries  were  silenced  in  a  foiv  hours, 
andnuT  Dwacouldbarelymaiiitainthemselves  against 
the  ovorwheUniny  flro  of  the  Russians  ;  but,  worse 
tlian  all,  our  fluot  lailod  in  the  attempt  to  siieuce 
Fort  ContttiLntine,  and  failed,  npparenlly,  liecausa 
only  a  BOiftli  part  of  the  sliip  ws-n  brought  up  to  Iba 
point  from  wliicik  aloas  their  brnodaides  could  hope 
to  be  effective.  The  battle  of  the  25th  of  Octo'ba'c 
foilowod,  in  wi/06  our  Light  Cavalry  wor«  Mnt  Mi 
imtraetitm.  /erpuea   tad     /ordknono,    by    tomft 
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tuui[ii'enenubls  mistake  of  orden,  and  m  wbl 
was  shown  that  ths  TutIih  who  accoinpaniad  uh 
e  Crimea  were  of  a,  very  diSersnt   stsnip  from  ti 
I  defenders  of   Kalafat  and  Siliatria.     Then  oami 
[  memontbU  Rattle  of    Inkermaon,  with  its  Hiip 
o  little  honoarable  to  our  General  and  the  emi 
I  of    hia    Staff;    its  combata,    ao   glorious 
k.MildierE  ;  and  its  results,  so  fatal  to  the  enem^  a 
f  so  melancholj  to   ua.     The  wind   and   waTea  ao 
pwtered   into   rivalry  with   the   rage  of   man,  for|i{ 
*  I   uneKainpltd   even   on   tliat  atormj  » 

over  the  alliud  fleet,Bnd  ingulfed  men,  sh 
,  and  treBfiUree,  of  a  number  and  amo 
rdly  paraUeled  in  ths  annals  of  dinaater.  Fi 
it  time  thu  anny  has  been  suffering,  in  patience 
fia  silence,  the  most  fatal  and  nnneceswrr  mis 
1  While  the  weather  whs  fine  no  attempt  waa  mads  ll 
I  GOBUBct  the  camp  witli  the  shipping  faf  a  road,  i 
|the  result  has  lieen  that  storon  and  comforts  landi 
git  Bolaklava  are  as  much  out  of  the  reach  of  w 
]KaldiGr3,  as  if  they  were  still  DM  the  banks  of  tl . 
EEhames.  Within  eight  milea  of  them  are  clothU| 
Dod,  materials  far  house-building,  fuel,  and  Man 
"  IT  comforts  ;  but  the  soidicrs  hare  been  in  roi 

e  beon  placed  on  half  rations, have  been  reduc. 

o  burrow  in  the  ground  for  shelter,  and   driven   tM 

I  utmost  extremity  to  obtain  firewood  from  t 

vface  of  land  saturated  with   rain.      There   havj 

,    guna    end    ammunition    in     abundar 

KfialaklaTa,  while  the  siege  has  been  interrupted  fi 

irant  of  guns  and  ammunition.    The  soldiers  hai 

^low  been  for  three  montha  in   the  same   position  ri 

Bthetr  baggage   is  within  eight   miles   of  them,  b 

fftbey  oaniiot  receive  it,  and    in  this  position  t 

a  of  the  old    year   leaves  an  army  ^ 

rtoriouB  wherever  it    has    met    the    enemy,   ' 

■worn  down  by  long  marohing  or  separated  b 

its    hose    of     operations,    but    concontTftted    on 

»  ai's^Js    Doint  oJose     to  tta   bm^^Uv^,  uA  ^<» 


vided  for  out   of  the  rioheBt   Gtorehouae  in  Uia 

We  will  still  hope  everything  from  our  men  and 
our  gaUajit  alliea,  out  th-j  I'twiilt  undoubtedly  is  tluit 
under  tliB  presBUm  of  the  iircstJit  witr  our  inilltHry 
(lepirtiuenlB,  wjtli  the  tingle  exceiition  of  the  Coiii- 
jBliiMriiit,  Itnve  conii'letely  liroken  do\Vu.  Tliurw  il 
mi  aystuni,  no  (oi-ethnught,,  jiu  cuiitiivAUt-i-.  Tim 
medical  department  has  Iiunu  ill  aii]]p1iud  with  (dl 
tha  luaterials  necuasaiyfor  its  elliclcncj'.  M'lifitcver 
has  been  seut  out  hns  imiformly  been    in  tlio  wrtmg 

Since,  and  it  scums  lo  he  iiiily'iJy's  busineea  lo  regii- 
ite  ttie  destiimtion  nnd  Jistribulion  of  thfi  stores. 
A  few  waggons  to  ropliice  the  wretohfid  Rratas  of 
the  oountry  ivould  hnvo  saved  inualmiiabio  swfforinjf 
and  lORB,  but  the;  wove  not  sent,  and  a  railroad  13 
now  projected,  which  will  prohably  bo  bogun  just  iit 
the  time  when  the  road,  which  should  liavc*  been 
made  bo  long  ago,  shall  have  been  completed.  There 
IB  little  use  iii  wnatiug  time  in  endless  xrxusatioiis 
and  recriniinations.  The  lirat  duty  nf  the  nntion  is 
to  BM  that  the  want  of  lystciu,  from  which  so  muny 
evils  Jiava  flawed,  is  efTeclually  corrpctedf  and  to 
bring  the  alBciency  of  its  luilitury  departments  up  to 
a  level  with  thQ  niAna^cnient  of  private  on  tor  [irises. 

The  cholera,  whicli  has  njidn  visited  va  with 
iu;iaii  Bevcrit]',  haa,  we  are  hnppy  to  say,  departed, 
ftlid  wo  trust  that  evil  may  bo  broufiht  out  of  good 
if  the  eertainty  of  the  reoavreui'o  '■[  this  scouryo  at 
Blioit  iittervnis  dhall  ut  length  dill'uso  throughout  tha 
country  that  sincei'e  dosire  for  sanirary  iraprovo- 
nteut  which  alone  can  permanently  nrieat  tile 
rara^s  of  disease  and  pestilence.  The  Seasiou  oE 
Polll&mentwlucli  recentlj^  commenced  has  produced 
two  niouurcs — the  Hibtm  aud  Foreign  Bnlistment 
Biila — of  which  all  wo  can  say  is  that  wo  trust  they 
will  bo  found  to  increaso  our  reaourceaiorwaT  wVwi- 
out  checlaag  the  imtriolk  ardour  ol  tlie  ft».\.\QTv. 
Ti«  j-ear  termwatea  appropriately  witli  Oae  bim. 
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and  d^niGed  Rpeech  of  the  Emperor   JNu^LEoir  I 
hia  Legislature,  which  nlTiirds  nt  ones   a  gratifjiii^ 
proof  of  the  hhioh  betwoan   England   and  Fi-ano^IJ 
and  of  tbe  dotermioation  of  our  ally  to  aany  on  tV " 
war  in  a  Hptrit  worihy  of  iU  inagiiitiide.     After  al , 
evun  in   this  year,  ive  hava  done  ranch.     Wg  havt^ 

C;ed  the  rights  of  neutrals  on  a  Smt  and  cquitahlfi 
is,  we  have  awopt  the  RuisianB  from  the  tna  ^oaj— 
defeuteil  them  in  twi>  greut  battles  by  land,  we  havcfl 
ascortainuil  many  chingK  in  the  moderu  art  of  watJl 
which  at  the  hej^innin^  of  the  year  were  unkuowifij^ 
wB  hnyo  raised  our  military  character  still  higher " 
the  eatiiimtioii  of  the  woild,  and  we  have  eeour 
the  alliance  of  Francu,  witli  whose  aid  mo  may  w 
believe  oiuaelves  to  be  invincible.  Bark  as  are  t . 
clouds  immediately  over  head,  the  liorizon  ia  hrighfij 
with  tlie  presage  of  glory  a"  -■  
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Dark,  indeed, and  disconraKin;:  were  the  pro«pectt9 
of  the  nation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  which  wqS 
have  just  conduflod.  We  had  been  nine  montiiB  ata 
war.  We  had  entered  u[ioii  tlie  struggle  full  of  tl "' 
glorious  ineinoriEa  of  the  last  five  jeais  of  our  Ibl_ 
uontest  with  l^rance,  nnd  in  deep  forgetfulneas  ofM 
the   loii^   course   of  mistalfea  and   diaastera  whii^J 

Creocded  them.     We   Had  won   two   great  batticB, 
ut  ^eneralahip   had   nothing  to  do  ivith  iliem,  f^ 
in  the  lirst  wo  walked  direutly  into  the  raare  whiclt 
had  been  proparad  for  us,  and  in  the  seeiind  we  laidj 
open   the   most  vulnerfthto  puint  of  our  army,  s 
to  riffa-  to  our  enniiiy  an  in-esistiblo   teinplatioi     . 
an  all  hut  irresistiblD   itttuck.     Together  with  mis- V 
eivinga  as  to  generalship,  we  were  just  beginning  t^l 
entertain  other  doubts.     Together  with  thft  letters^ 
of  our  correepojident,  thicli  and  fast  came  the  newaj 
of  tAat  nestcct.   disorder,  tmd  va,c&CBR>Ui^  uadw3 


nhioh  our  nriiiy  woa  jierialiirijr  before  we,  and 
poiflibly  befota  its  own  Gi-'iieml,  weie  truly  uputi«ed 
of  itt  daiioer,  Daj  by  day  the  truth  'becanio  better 
kiionii,  till'towardi  the  end  of  the  dreary  mouth  t>f 
JaniiBi^  we  nwoke  to  the  conviotion  that  our  man 
weta  ovcftaakud  from  want  of  calcu latin",  and 
underfed  from  ivant  of  fortaif;ht — that  BulakUvu 
■waa  a  cetuetery  and  Scutari  a  posthuuBe,  The 
nation  v&a  fearfully  excited,  and  in  the  midst  of 
tbKt  excitement  Parliament  reassembled.  Notice 
waa  given  of  a  comioittee  of  iavestigation,  and  &a 
soon  UH  tliat  notioe  was  giveu  Lord  Job:i  Kusseli 
tied  from  tlm  iinpondin};  storm,  leaving  hia  col- 
leagues to  aliift  for  tlieiiiBBlves  as  best  tlifey  could. 
The  moiioii  was  carried,  and  brought  witli  iu  the 
firat  grew  event  ot  the  jewr— the  dissolution  of  the 
CtKiIition  AJiitiatry,  just  tno  yeurs  aft«r  its  comple- 
tion. Looking  ;it  itHitli  the  knowledge  ive  have 
sinde  guJned  of  its  constitauut  parts,  we  cau  only 
wonder  how  it  came  to  pass  thut  it  lasted  ho  Toiig. 
With  the  leadership  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  Itands  of  a  etat«siiiaii  so  slightly  united  to  liis 
coUeB;;ue«f  willi  sc  Strang  n  Peaco  Party  L-ngagod  in 
cat'ij'itig  on  the  Woi',  its  deab'uction  at   no   uistaRt 

Kriod  oould  not  have  been  doubtful.  We  need  not 
re  recuiiituLkte  the  unsuccessful  attempts  of  Lord 
CnnGY  siiil  Loid  John  Iliii4sEi,L  to  I'oriu  a  Goverti- 
munt,  or  hoiii  tlie  tisk  ut  blliiijf  up  the  offices  of 
State  was  «t  l.'.at  !ii.(;iiiii',.lii-lit'il  liy  Lm^  PaLMbe- 
STOK,  in  wlioni  thu  ii:iIl<iij,  u'iiIlIiiI  by  an  unerring 
instinct,  renoBod  iis  II. iiliiliiKi' lit  ;i  time  when  no 
one  aeeiued  left  tn  ci>iiliilc  ui,  Tiie  lii'st  two  months 
o(  the  yeur  wore  away  in  Englajid  in  this  jirotracted 
Minia'«rLtJ  cri^e;  uiid  hithu  Crimen  witiiesned  the 
deatrnctiuti  iif  those  old  and  wull-diBDiplineJ  troops 
whose  loss  WB  are  now  striving  to  i«i)laoe.  The 
first  days  ot  March  statiUil  Eutop«  by  tUe  iiAeVVi- 
Kence  that  Che  eause  and  moving  spirit  oi  "tVe 
ungjiiimiy  eonteBt  then  about  to  recommfeUOB 'b^ 
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no  m>ire.  Bis  spirit  stung  to  tlie  quiCK  Dy 
riivei^Bs  that  lind  tamishad  tKe  ([loritis  nf  hiR  ~~ 
liis  iniiii.t  .■^linttered  hy  the  conflict  of  ^i-ide  Miti 
Blliime,  EulfwiU  und  uHpoir,  his  gigantic  frame 
euftiublcd  by  incessant  apoli^^ation  and  iniprudent 
exposure  to  the  cold  of  u  Polar  wiulcr.tho  Emperor 
TIiraoLAS  sauk  under  tho  news  o(  tlie  repulse  of  liis 
nttack  upon  Eupatoriii,  and  the  seventh  purt  of  the 
globe  received  a  new  innster.  Thirty  yoai's  of 
prosperity  had  been  ufljccd  hy  »  ain^U  yest  of 
iidversity,  and  tho  most  iiDn'Drfiil  aiiiT  Bucuessful 
Prince  ot  his  i^  died  of  a  broken  heurt.  The  fitst 
iiupruasiou  tliat  tliia  evi:nt  prodiiood  on  the  pubho 
mind  was  an  espoctation  of  peawi,  foimJ«d  on 
the  milder  miil  luus  auibitiotis  character  of  the 
Einperor  Alexander  ;  the  BeuuiiJ  was  a  conriction 
that  puHue  was  fnrthei'  off  tli^n  i:ver.  Conuesiions 
tiat  all  old  hu<]  succKasfdi  Hoveroi^u  might  hfcve 
vi-ntured  f-n  winke  eimld  not  bo  trffm-eu  witho\it  peril 
by  hiH  succCHBor,  und  It  wiis,  lliei-i^roib,  withoat 
sntpi'ise  lha(  Eutope  found  this  new  Czhs  pledging 
luioaelf  to  wiilk  in  tJie  stopn  ot  PKiER.of  O.iTHEiiisE, 
aod  of  NiCKrtLA').  The  sincerity  of  these  profes- 
aions  vfOB  speedily  uut  to  the  test.  At  the  end  of 
the  month  of  Mitrch  a  CongreKS  assembled  at  Ti^nna 
to  deliberat-B  on  tlie  four  bases  of  negotiation, 
already  accepted  by  Riu^sb,  when  it  soon  appeared 
tliat,  aJthongli  Hnssiii  hnd  promised  to  put  an  end  to 
Iker  supremacy  in  the  Black  ijca,  nothing  was  further 
from  bur  intention  than  to  put  that  proniise  into 
esecutfon.  It  was  at  this  Congress  that  Lord  JoiiM' 
Russell,  who  had  rejoined  the  colleagues  lie  had 
deserted.and  aceeotod  the  olttce  of  envoy  to  Vienna 
as  well  as  tluit  of  Scuretitryof  State  for  thu  Colonies, 
gave  a  favourable  car  to  pi'opuaitiona  niado  by 
Austria  wlucli  weve  not  wltliin  the  scope  of  his 
powers,  which  had  not  been  assented  to  by  llusai^ 
and  wliich  assuredly  would  not  have  been  assentM 
io  iw  iliB  Government  or  people  whose  envoy  If^V 
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was.  The  negotiation  was  not  persisted  m  on  1 
buBie,  nnd  in  im  unh^p?  moment  for  Iiis  r 
reputation  Lord  John  Hcssell,  in  nddressing 
House  of  Commons  nn  the  aiiljjeHt  of  his  raiBaiini, 
Biippreased  all  notice  of  the  terms  to  ivliich  he  had 
beiin  willing  to  accede.  Detection  and  exposura 
folkwod,  and  Lord  John  Husmell  was  driven  from 
nn  office,  ivlvich  he  had  not  held  six  months,  hv  tlia 
almost  unanimous  leprohatinn  of  his  former  friends 
and  supporters. 

In  the  nioanwhile  the  war  in  the  Crimea  ha. 
recoaimenced  in  good  earnest.  A  bombardment 
took  place  in  April,  without  producing  sufficient 
i;ffect  to  warrantlan  assault  ;  the  besieged  in  their 
turn  became  besiegeta,  and  instead  of  retiring  from 
our  fire,  threw  np  fresh  works,  which" brouglit  them 
continually  nearer  to  oiir  liuea.  When  tlie  Bonaq 
of  CoramimR  adjourned  for  the  Whitsuntide  rect 
in  the  middle  of  a  debate  on  the  war,  nothing  co 
bo  more  gloomy  than  onr  prospects,  but  during  thnt 
brief  recosa  newa  arriTcd  which  sreatl.y  altered  the 
aspect  of  aSiirs.  The  Allies  had  forced  the  Strniita 
of  i'enifcale,  talten  Kertch,  and  Kproad  terror  and 
derastation  along  the  coasta  of  the  Sea  of  A^.oxT, 
destroying  enomious  stores  of  corn,  of  Ush,  and  of 
hay.  Possibly  tliii  succeas,  considerable  enough  in 
iteelf,  was  at  the  time  overrated.  At  any  rate,  it 
came  to  this  country  like  the  first  beam  of  dawning 
day.  Its  effect  on  the  Houbo  of  Commous  waamani- 
feat  and  immediate.  The  great  debate  on  the  narter- 
niinnted  prosperously  for  Miniatera,  and  the  authu- 
rity  of  Lord  Palmerston's  Government  was  from 
that  moment  firmly  established.  The  capture  of  the 
Msmelon  and  the  BiJle  Fits  on  the  7th  of  June 
followed,  and  the  nation  began  to  belieTe  that  it 
was  about  to  reap  the  fruit  of  all  its  labours  and  all 
it«  aacriBoes,whon  the  disastrous  repulse  of  the  18th. 
of  June  followed,  and  was  aImo.it  imiflediateX'y 
(UGceedeil  Wt/ie  uaesoected  death  oi  LotdB.a.G^-i3t»' 
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Bnwerer  liltlo  there  might  he  in  his  career 
shining  talants  of  a  Oeueral  or  the  providen 
foresight  oE  a  great  admin iatratur,  tho   country  fel£ 
that   ho   hod  vTortlilljr  cloaDd  in   her  servioe  t 
which  he  had  ulwuya  heun  ready  to  lay  doirn  o 
field  o!    battle,  and  that  hia  errors  and   diaaater 
were  to  be  attributed    rathov  to  those  who  awit  hin 
to  fulfil  duties  for  which  neither  hta  time  of  life  ii' 
his  prcvioua  experience  fitted  him  than  to  anyfflulBy 
which  eouid  be  properly  called  hia  ovrn.    The  reaxag 
for  Lord  E*gun  was  increaBed  by  the  dwice  of  liiag 
BUCcesBOr,  to  rahoBo    lamentable    incompetence  ^"^7% 
oVFQ   regrets   that   poison  the   joy  of  triumph,  Hni'  1 
force   us  to   regards  most  Eubalaiitial  victory  w"'' 
little  mure   complacency   Lli.in   n.   decided   revel     .. 
Still   the   siega   advanced,   the   French  drove  their  j 
approaches   every  day   uearcr  and   pearor  to  th^ 
ivaJU,  and  the  English  made  soitje  pro^^ress,  but  no^^ 
EDch  as  eiiablvcl  tUeni  on  the  Sth   of   ^September  tol 
shorten  by  u  ainde  ynrd  the  distance    that   dividej^ 
them  from  the   Uedan.     The  fire  beeamo  every  dax 
more  terrible  and  more  eSeotire,  and  had  destroyed: 
one  by  one,  Korhileff,  Istomise,  and  Nac-himofI^ 
the  victors,  or  rather  executioners,  of  Sinope. 
Suawan   commander  saw   that  the  place  he  I 
obEtinatcly  defcuded  fvonld  in  a   short   time 
longer  tenable,  and  he<;an,  ivith   admirable  :»)olnewJ 
and  forethoURht.to  prepare  a  bridge  for  the  i 
tion  whiah  he  saw  impending.     Yet  before  the   eitjijj 
bowed  to  itE  fnteho  dotermioed  to  make  one  despe-jP 
rate  elfort  for  its  relief,  and  aMacked   the   Frenol| 
aod  Sardinian  lines  on  the  banks  of  the   TcUernayii 
in  great  force  and  witli  tlie  most  deterntined  reaolit'4 
tion.     The  ai^inal  repulse  of  that  attaclf  left  him  n 
other  choice   but   to   await  his   fate  ;  nor  was  ' 
destined  to  an-ait  it  long.   On  tho  8th  if  Septem 
after  a   furious   bonihardmont    of   three   ilays, 
AUiea  assaulted  the  town  in  five  places,  and,  Ihnii^ 
repulsed  in  four,  the  asEnult  of  thcFfenoh  attack  o 
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cne  tiBlakhoff  complutely  aucceeded.    The  Russia 
withdrew  across  the  bridge,  leaving  their  ivouuUe 
the  town,  their  stores,   and  theii'  artillery  in  tl 
h'LUidB   of  the   Allies.     Tho  victoiy  wna  great   and 
signal  ;    it    saved    the  honour    of    tho   Allies,   it 
destroyed  the  Russian  fleet,  ni..terially  rcduaed  t)ia 
force  and  cowed  the  spirit  of  the   lliiasiun   arnifes, 
and   preduccd   a  moi'al   effect  all  over  the  world  of 
which  we  can  hardly  yat  estimate  tlie  reanlla.     Nor 
was  it  bought  at  a  higher  price  tlion  we  must  oipeoll 
tu  pay  for  suck  successes  over  a  brave  and    resolute 


from  the  very  nanie  tronoh  aa  the  unsuccewtul 
apaault  ot  the  IBth  oF  Jiine,aud  giving  to  thi)  French 
exclusively  the  attaek  uu  the  MiilakhoH',  which  was 
within  IS  yards  of  their  tveiiohea,  tlity  were  deprived 
of  the  glory,  while  coinjielltid  to  share  heavily  tliB 
loss,  ot  the  day.  It  would  have  been  only  i-eason- 
able  tlint  the  chances  of  success  and  ni  fiillur^* 
should  have  been  im partially  dividud  aiuoiig  tlia 
Allies,  and  not  that  tho  one  ehfiiild  have  boHii  sent 
to  a  highly  prohiblo  uncoessj  the  otiier  to  almost 
cBTtain  repiilae  and  defeat. 

On  the  29th  of  this  sariiG  month  of  September  tlio 
Russians  sustained  before  tho  wallii  of  Kars  the 
most  Hana'iinary  defeat  that  1ms  been  inHiotetPon 
them  in  ji  war  which,  until  tho  28th  of  NoVenibei-, 
was  nothing  but  a  succession  of  disasters.  Bunt 
upon  retrievins  tho  credit  of  the  Bussian  ai-ms. 
General  MouEAViEyF  ventured  a  premature  attack 
Mpon  the  holt-starved  garrison  of  Kars, which  endt 
in  total  defeat  and  inspired  tho  besieged  with  s 
imfuitnded,  though  not  ■unitiasiinahlc,  hope  i 
deliverance.  Doubtless,  they  thought  that  a  vast 
army,  just  delivered  from  the  dnidgery  of  tho 
treiiohes,  occupying  an  impregnabie  position,  anil 
confronting  a  beaten  and  dispirited  enemy,  ini^tA 
ItftTO  spared  aomethii^  from  its  overwlieltuiug  lotbt 
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for  toe  relief  of  men  who  liad  fought  as  Cmreij  mid 
M   sudiessfully    as   tlieiitselve*.    Thcj  could    not 
believe,   till    taught    by     bitter    experience,    tbAt._ 
^Uiiiistcra,  Geacrula,  sjid  Ainbasgadora,  tritlk   tiie^ 
with  IniuBportB,  with  stnres  at  their  diBpuaal  i 
litfundless  j>i'ofiisioii,  colli  J   leave  &  whole  aljaj  ar 
its  victorioua  Uenerals  to  be^'   their  lives   from  i 
eueuiy  who  had  starved  those  he  could  not  coniuBj^ 
,  But  it  wiia  even  bo,  and  ou  the  28th  of  Novemh« 
Kara  surrendered  und  tile  Turkiali  arrayof  AnntdS' 
coaaed  to  exist. 

The  ocoujnttiou  of  Kinburu  and  thohoiiibBi'dmM. 
of   Sweaborg  make   up  tlio  brief  catalogue  of  iian 
BOCCeaseR  for  tho  year,  nud  the  perfidious   iittack  HI. 
the  crew  of   the   Cosskck   at  Hango  is  almost  tlH| 
only  other   naval   event  worth   clu-ouidiiig^    i 
the  sudden  and  unexpected  deatli  of  Captain  Lvolin 
at    the    moment   when    the    diHtinctiona    ho    hwu 
obtained  pointed  hitn  out  ai  one  ou  whom  tbn 
btireat  hopes   of  the  country  restod.      The   lai" 
opemtionu  closed  n-ith  the   fall   of   Sebastopol,  a 
the  allied   Genorale,   pluo^od  in    an    inoxplicabl^B 
lethnrny,  suffered  the  Ruasmns  t-o  recover  from  tlnfl 
tramendons  bloiv  they  had  received,  and  to  OMumcfl 
an   attitude   more  luenncing   llian  that  wliich  theirr 
hind  vontiicod  to  assuino  while  Sohastopol  was  yen 
stanilitig.       The    diveiaiaii    attempted     by    OmaB^ 
Pjlsiia  at  the  foot  of  tlie  Ci>ucasus,iiud  the  ulundeivj 
ing  DperatiouB  of  Adtnii'al   Stuiumu  in   tlie   Kortl 
FauiSu,  complete  tiie  military  events  of  thb  year. 

We  have  accom^liBheil  niuctL,  ^et  not  so  much  ii 
■eeined  at  one  tune  to  be  witliin  our  power,  al^ 
the  war  Ikas  failed  as  yet  to  give  us  thB,tf;rHM 
Oenerol  whom  we  stil^  hope  to  tiiid,  as  we  louqclfl 
:One  in  our  utmost  need  in  the  last  war.  A  de^a 
.  distrust  of  Dur  military  ajstem  has  taken  po«sesaiolI  9 
of  all  minds,  and  although  the  inherent  difficulties^ 
of  the  invoBtigution,  together  with  a  striking  Wii^t  1 
of  skill  and   mbthud  iu   those  who   conducted  i^ 


noaered  the  resGUchei  of  the  SeDastopol  Coni 
tuittee  f»r  leig  full  and  satisfiwtory  than  the  nation 
had  expected,  a  feeling  is  abroad  irhiob  will  neTer 
be  satisfied  until  tlm  eoldier  be  treated  with  tha 
same  liberality  and  fairneas  as  other  servaatB  of  thu 
puUiu.  The  absence  of  i  military  education  among 
our  officers,  and  their  inferiority,  as  &  u]a3s,to  those 
of  the  semi-barbaroufl  Power  to  which  we  are 
opnoaed,  are  painful  and  Jiutnilisting  to  a  nation 
pol  wont  to  yield  to  any  foi'eigin  competitor,  and 
the  invidiouB  privilegea  attached  to  wealtJi,to  birth, 
and  to  interest,  which  have  recently  been  ao  publicly 
and  so  iojudicioualy  paraded,  are  aasuredly  nut 
destined  long  to  survive  the  general  condemnation 
of  the  people.  The  Administrative  Reform  Asaonia- 
tion  sought  to  place  itself  at  tlie  head  of  a  niovc- 
ment  wliich  should  give  efteat  to  these  sentiments, 
but  partly  from  the  unnillingness  of  the  nation  to 
embarrass  oui  Government  in  time  of  wurbyaconraa 
of  domestic  agiUtton,  and  pu-tly  from  the  extrcma 
indiscretion  of  some  of  its  members  in  tlie  House  of 
Comnions,it  fell  into  premature  decay.  The  excite- 
mant  of  man's  niiiids  nas,  however,  not  been  wholly 
without  its  fcuit,  and  the  year  will  be  remembered 
as  the  first  in  whkh  the  principle  of  ascertaining 
the  fitness  of  candidates  for  pubuc  office  byexamina- 
tion  was  fairly  tested.  The  msdiciue  has  produced 
an  efiect  for  more  violent  tlian  was  antioipated. 
Instead  of  securing  a  better  class  of  candidutea,  the 
ojiaminatioa  has  proved  that  it  is  aJniost  imposaibia 
for  the  present  oon'upt  aystera  of  patronage  and  tho 
moat  leniently  applied  teat  of  qualification  to  co- 
exist, and  that  we  must  either  go  back  to  tha 
practice  of  nominating  persona,  however  incapable, 
or  forward  to  free  and  uwestrieted  competition. 

The  year  has  been  rendered  memorable  by  tha 
visits  of  the  Emperor  of  the  Fkbsch  and  the  King 
of  Sakiiimia  to  London,  and  the  expedition  of 
Qui«ti    ViuTOBiA    to    Paris.     In  tiiuse   BVb\it&  «<« 
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trust  that  ve  sea  the  hsst  security  fur  the  ucrlfios.— 
of  ancient  antipiithies  and  fur  the  firm  resolucion  of;| 
Englaud  and  France  to  dwell  together,  as  lieseeiBi 
neighbouring  States,  in  hamiour,  and  to  piotect,  ^1 
their  joint  action,  the  cause  of  justice  and  enlighten-l 
ment  wherever  it  may  be  eniianj[ered.  Of  our  o — ' 
domestic  affairs  we  liave,  forttmately,  little  to  ^f-l 
The  metropohs  was  diag;rnced  by  a  series  of  riobtB 
more  discreditabla  to  tho  [lolicB  authorities  than  ftt'l 
the  misorable  urchins  who  took  the   lead  in  ., 

and  London  ba»,for  the  first  tini a, received  a  ajateniB 
of  self-govern  men  t  worthy,  it  may  be  lioped,  of  thai 
wealth  and  iotelligence  of  the  vast  community  for  I 
the   Slat  time   trustedwith  the  management  of   i^  I 

In  taking  a  BeneMl  survey  of  a  year  which  IimS 
added  £16,000,000  to  our  National  Debt  aiidl 
expoaod  our  trnopa  to  two  bloody  repulses,  w4fl 
cannot  apeak  with  unmLied  pleasure,  hut  it  wereiiiii  ' 
thankful  not  to  itdmit  that  the  good  fitr  exceeds  tli^ 
evil.  WhutGTer  bo  the  losses  and  disappnlntmeoif  fl 
we  have  undervone,  whatever  the  reverses  of  out  V 
arms,  whatever  tho  drniiis  upon  our  Treasury,  fhe^4 
evils  have  been  as  nothing  oonirared  with  tljd  I 
tremendous  viaitiition  thit  has  fiillen  on  our  stti^-  1 
born  and  overbearing  enemy.  Whilo  our  trade  hU  I 
undergone  do  diminution,  hers  is  almost  complete!;^  I 
annihflatod.  If  we  have  folt  a  little  tigbtneis  ft-  ■ 
the  money  market,  she  hiis  been  driven  to  suspenc 
specie  payments.  If  we  hilve  inifreased  our  debt  bi 
£16,000,000,  ahe  would  esteem  it  the  greatest  good 
fortune  to  borrow  half  that  uiDi  on  the  moat  1 
unfavourable  terms.  If  we  have  lost  a  few  thousand  | 
men,  she  has  aacrificod  whole  hecatombs 
thousanda.  If  we  do  not  recruit  as  fast  sa  wewould  1 
wish,  Russia  has  already  drained  the  classes  of  men  ] 
from  which  she  can  renew  her  armies.  Despondency  ] 
and  terror^we  are  well  assured,  reign  throughout  h^ 


t  domi 


i  tho  pToient  is  grievous  and  th« 


.iitnre  terrible,  and  all  tba  efforta  of  fannticiani  and 
ftll  tile  traditiona  of  loyalty  Ciintiot  prevent  the  war 
I  from   bfloominff  na   iinpopuliir  as  it  is  imjiiEt.      fii 

England  there  is  nothiog  more  cheerin;;  than  the 
majil;  imd  noble  ipirit  of  the  people.  Tliei'e  hnvo 
not  t^en  wanting  those  who  Btrovo  to  pcraiuide  the 
muses  ^t  their  blood  and  their  treasure  were  being 
sacrifioed  for  no  udequnte  object,  and  that  iuiy  cen- 
c<M5t0ns  Were  better  than  persevemnce  in  a  war  so 
unjiiEt  and  so  unprofitable.  But  thecleor  inatinctof 
Kngltshmen  enabled  them  to  see  and  feel  th.it  there 
was  more  at  ttuke  \i\  the  matter  than  their  blind 
guides  chose  to  admit,  and  to  adhere  to  the  cause 
they  had  taken  up  with  a  steadiness  and  pertinacity 
whioh  put  to  ahamQ  tbe  vricillatins  counsellors  who 
first  involved  us  in  war,  aud  theu  told  us  that  it 
'  was  vam  to  contend  with  the  manifest   destiny  that 

I         urged  Bussia  on  to  the  cqnauoat  of  the  East.    On 
[  that   spirit  we  unhewtatiiigly  rely,  convineed   from 

the  successes  we  have  already  obtained,  the  uiig- 
niented  resources  which  we  possess,  and  the 
unswerving  resolution  of  a  imaniraous  nation,  that 
we  have  only  to  go  on  in  the  tame  career  in  ortier 
to  terminate  the  war  with  the  success  whjeh  the 
justice  of  our  cause  and  the  purity  of  our  motives 


1856. 

The  year  which  closes  to-day  has  not  been  one  oi 
those  marvellouB  periods  wliich  stand  out  high  and 
1  rugged  from  the  surface  of  history  and  became  the 
llandniarliB  of  the  student  in  ayes  to  come.  It  is 
Bratlier  a  bend  in  the  ever-wiudtn;'  stream  of  time, 
jwhioh,  while  our  attention  has  been  fixed  upon  the 
Bvents  of  the  hour,  has  brought  us  almost  un- 
Bcnsciously  into  an  utterly  difTereDl  stale  ol  afta-wa. 
^vcry  travaUeriD  a  mounlainoua  counlry  tUB.^  ta- 
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memoer  some  day  when,  after  spending  t^ly  flaWQl 
ill  the  Biioir  and   on    the   ctiuc,  'ind  then  psssinit  iq  a 
rapid  tnuBition  Eteep  descents,  thuDdoring  eatarautfLj 
gloomy  gorges,  winding  valleys,  sunny  lakes,  ano^ 
wall-girt  cities,  he  towards  sunset  finds  himself  in  r 
landscape  that  he  might   have  expected  in  his  oyn 
familiar   country.     But   for  the  shadowy  but  atiu 
giant  forms  iii  the  distant  horizon  he  might  fotv!^ 
that  his  eyes  were  still  weak  from  the  glacier,  tnu^ 
the  torrent  was   still  roaring  in   liis  hrain,  his  foQSL 
Btill  sore,  but  his  spirit  still  pitched  mountain  tusl^il 
dreaming  only  of  neah  passci,  dixxier  precipices  a^<|  J 
mors  peri1o\iB   footing.     Where  were  tre  all  on  t\af^ 
morning  of  this  year  1     Still   keeping   keen   wintry 
natch  on  the  Crimea  ;  not  hopeloBs  of  peace,  biitl 
preparing  far  war  ;  «xeoiiting  the  stern  decree  oH 
i'uaviDSNCB  on  the  greiit  stronghold  of  a  nught^| 
Kmpire,   levelling     its   docks   and    seaward    forb~ 
exchanging  angrymenaoas  with  the  foe  on  the  nort 
sids,and  brin<nng  home  the  trophies  of  the  eaptupe 
At   that   time,    whOe   the    Western    Powers,  wiu^ 
Tvirkay  and  even  Austria,  were  preparing  for  eithfj 
alternative,  Prussia    stood    aloof,    as   Jiaving    ) 
concern   in   the   general   interests  of  humanity  U)£ 
the  maintenance  of  libtrty  and  justice   between  tljr^ 
nations  of  Europe.     It  waa  out  noait   that  Eliglas' 
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1  fine  t 


ipecbs  BO  well  found  and  in  such  discipline,  aa  that! 
-which  funned  the  vanguard  of  European  needoa 
on  the  heights  of  Sebaatopol.  ESsenhere  1~ 
political  atmosphers  was  generally  quiet,  viih  t 
single  exception  that  something^  a  tnfio  or  two  Be 
'Uilough  an  electioneering  medium,  had  ruffled  01 
'~  ~  'tive  neighbour  across  the  Atlantic  ;  anii  at  t] 
time  when  our  quoiTei  with  the  Gzabw  ^ 
from  the  awotd  to  the  tongue  our  diplomatiabf 
^pected  to  have  spare  time  for  misunder*' 
jtandings  upon  matters  not  tmly  unappreciatad,  but 
eren  aiterly  unkaoKa  to  the  laftas  of  tli«  Britiiln 
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finblio.  Such  was  oar  state  a  twolvemonto  a^o,  and 
^  was  one  tbat  made  us  for  the  time  a  natinn  of 
wamori,  and  ready  t«  bear  any  burdens  or  run  any 
tiik  for  the  national  honour. 

WitKout  any  very  ereat  event,  without  anything 
muck  out  of  (sJculation,  we  find  ourselves  at  tha 
close  of  the  year  in  an  entirely  new  Bcene,  sur-'  i 
rounded  by  new  objects,  and  with  only  a  few  fast  J 
lading  links  between  that  landscape  and  this.  Tbab  1 
Great  war  is  over.  Hard  terms  have  been  wning 
rrom  the  exhauation  of  Russia,  and  after  much  aub-  I 
■equent  wrangling  she  has  been  held  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  her  bond.  We  have  celebrated  that 
peice  with  great  and  cordial  lojoicing.  PruaBi» 
wai  admitted  at  the  eleventh  hour  to  a  xhare  in  its 
honaura.  Our  fleets  and  armies  have  returned,  and 
have  had  thctr  ovations.  But  for  the  Income  T.ix 
and  wme  foolish  frets  kept  up  b^  a  testy  Admiral 
»nd  same  jealoui  soldiers,  we  might  almoat  have 
forgott«n  by  this  time  the  neglects  and  mishaps  of 
the  WOT.  A  jonng  and  afativo  Co mmakder-in -Chief 
has  been  putting  his  houae  in  order  for  the  next 
einergency.  The  United  States  sent  home  our 
HiDister,  and,  as  we  did  not  resent  the  slight,  havd 
eent  as  a  yeaca  offering  to  Queen  Vicioeia  one  of 
her  own  «hips,  found  adrift  without  its  crew.  Wo  j 
have  DOW  settled  all  our  late  differences,  and  are,  aa 
we  hope  always  to  be,  on  the  best  of  terms  with  our 
tbriviiig  cousins.  But  as  fast  as  these  wounds  hare 
healed  othen  have  broken  out,  and  before  we  liava 
linished  our  celebration  of  peace  we  are  at  war. 
We  have  withdrawn  otir  Minister  from  tha 
Ahiolatist  Uourt  of  Naples.  A  British  expedition 
has  sailed  against  Persia,  and  British  diplomacy  is 
once  more  at  work  in  the  fatal  passes  of  Afghan- 
istan. At  the  same  moment  a  twitish  Admiral  has 
bomliarded  one  of  tha  capitals  of  China.  Ihvu  v« 
find  ourselves  at  war  with  the  East  and  ttie  VJeat  qI 
Aju,  witii  every  part  of  which  we  have  Hoti  be«Q  aA 
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var  within  th«se  tiro  or  threo  jean.     Certai;i)tjrJ 
such   a  reaiilt   is  ao    far   from    natural    that    or"^ 
niiapccts  it  might  have  bcun  avoided,  [or  if  'i 
■inaiTel   with   u^ery   Sfftti    in    the   world   it  ia 
imiiierato  prusuuiption  ,  tliat   we  may,  perhaps,  bin^ 
Boraetimes    in    the    wrong.       However,    we    onya'fl 
Pniaaia  to  keep   ua   in  counteDWice.     fiilnw  r"      " 
was  to  ri;!ht  fnr  the  liberty  and  iiidepeaden__  _. 
Europe,  ahe   ih   preparing  for  war  with   tha'  SffMH 
mountaineers   in   behalf   of  a   batrcn  ami  ohsnl^tH 
titJo,  wliich  for  yaiira  she  had  not  the  f[njo  to  MBerlll 
and  tho  peace  of  Eiiropt   in  ,n«w  threatened,  not  I7J 
lust  of  doniiniim,  but  by  au  antiqunu;in  tiiriiiiitj'.  ,^ 
In  this  yo.ir,  wlietlior  oE  wiJ  or  of  [I'.ocu.  the  nciP 
Emperor  of  Au-  Hia   Rvssj.ii   liiis  heuD  crutvneL 
with  tk  pomp  nliich   tliteatons   to  lie  the  h^i  i>t  Hit 
kind,  and  youthful  reprasentativoa  of  our  iiobiJilji™ 
l-.ave   been   exhibidng  to   the   asaeuiblcd  neLticn"  ftt^J 
Moscow  the  peanoful  Bidu  ot  ouf  national  clia'cuoterf^p 
Across  tho  Atlantic  auoiher  form  of  a  ItEa  (lijiEiS.edrt  ^ 
but  periiBpH  more  important,  character  haa  thia  jel^ij I 
been  celebrated.     The  triiiteil  State?  have  eliictod  *-  * 
PresideDt  who,  by  tho  goruX  teruia   lie   eatsUute^— 
with  the   iStates   not   in   his   inttii'est,   Iiils  (]uietlprl 
settled  for  the  preEetit  ihe   ipe^ti  domestic  lUMtioa.  ■ 
\vhich  threatens  the   Cniou.     The   cause  of  ni^guu  ■ 
freedom  n.over  Beeiiied  at  n.  lower  ebb,  auil  even  Ui'at  I 
renewed  efforts  of  !;enmp  iii  its  bahnJf  flcam  ..aUi)os£,  I 
thrown  away  ;  but  tiie  very  history  of  tbe  year  that.  I 
proved  bo  unfavourable  lo  it  wsrns  us  not  io  expencj  I 
llie  sarae  uniform  tenourof  ovijnta.     So  one  hnoiva,  f 
what  a  ye»r  inny  briiii;  forth,  and  the  nuly  certainty-  | 
:b  that  no  one  year  will  be   the   connterparl  of  tha 
last.     T^scwhcro,   iindei'   the  usual  disadv;u)tages,i  , 
difBouIties,  a»d  su^piuiup,  peace  lias  been  doing  its, 
^uiei  wnri.,-    t'nnadft  hns   o^iieTied.  he'csrsivfc  linu  nj, 
r/i!/K-ar  l^twof a  tjie  La^Gfi  ami  liiB  W\»\it>t,  .TV^ 
o/«-C/-jc  nv>a  (Aat  is  to  join  l!i&,^ew  b.tv4  0\4'Wc«^ 
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to  ioin  with  the  iron  ruad  the  extremitiea  of  her  | 
wide  Empire,  An  era  gf  peace  and  proxreaa  has  1 
been  pruolaimed  for  India,  bvit  only  to  be  intet- 
rupteif  by  a  freah.  blaat  of  war.  When,  indeed,  will 
Peace  have  the  ppecedeuee  of  her  fretful  and, 
capiTMous  coiiipetilor  ?  Fnvni-'i^,  with  the  fresh 
aecnrity  of  an  heir  to  the  Tniperial  throne,  ia  slowly 
repovering  froni  her  vast  efforts.  Spain,  which  bi 
SO  Binall  a  {>lace  in  European  politics,  lias  had 
drama  ui  hor  on'n.  By  the  usaal  stops  she  lias 
ripidly  TBtumed  t.i  an  Abaolntiain  as  strong  as  cir- 
eiimafances  and  the  age' will  endure.  By  way  of 
setting  an  exalnple,  England,  France,  Riiasia,  and 
eyeti  Austria,  have  been  ^viintinj  large  amneatJoa 
and  pardons  for  poUticnl  oflelices,  produiMn^'tliereby 
m«6h  qniet  content,  but  meeting  witli  soaie  noisy 
iu^Htnde. 

At  Home  the  year  has  been  one  of  beg! 
more  or  leas  promisiu;,;.  The  Motrripolitan  Board 
til  Works  has  spent  its  first  year  in  doin>{  notliing, 
'deciding  nothing.     A   Depoaitniy  of    Art    and 

'  S6T)0oI  of  Design  htivo  fcaen  opened  at  Bromptt 
ritider  the  griroiiiest  aspbch  that  art  ever  wore.  . 
EsliibiMoji  of  Art  Trcasu]-CH  baa  been  i^onimenoed 
at  Muiieheator.  The  natiotial  colleotiiiiia  have  been 
largely  a-,i£hien ted  by  private  liberality,  A  cor 
niisaiun  haa  been  appointed  to  decide  on  the  site  ft 
a  National  Gallery.  <Jur  public  offlces  are  doomed, 
and  the  whotB  *ttrld  is  invited  to  coiiipote  for  thi 
reboildiog,  as  well  as  for  laying  out  the  quarter  m 
which  they  are  placed.  A  nia({niiiceiit  college  has 
been  commenced  in  honour  of  the  great  warrior 
lately  taken  from  us.  By  the  !dde  of  these  nobler 
doings  and  giander  ainii;  tho  English  diameter  has 
this  year  incurred  some  doniBstio  stains,  in  the 
aliape   of   h«}{e   defaliiitions,    aystenialw  einSiftiale- 

'fliofttr,  dolassal  hiBolvi-iioies,  and  iriahttuX  ctrtftea. 
^ais  hav^  bant  like  bubbles,  leaving  TvoVVm?., 
Jaeij.r>at  of  the  ;otrest  sort,  hava  heeivooiBom-a?. 
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wives,  mothers,  brothen,  friundi,  aequalatUlGU,  en 
&U  sides.  We  have  had  manv  sanguiiuTy  wid 
hiileous  nmrdeii  :  mid  the  uonfidence  of  the  publiu 
ha.4  been  sadly  diaken  by  the  Ifnowledge  that  tba 
pi'ison  doors  have  been  opeoed,  and  e  popujution  of 
thieves  and  luthkne  haft  been  let  leow  upoii  us, 
de»perato  of  liiiuest  work,  fluihed  with  crimitial 
triumph,  and  inf^unioua  in  iicw  forms  of  plunder 
and  outrage.  \Vo  have  had  a  more  than  usual 
nunibei'  of  foarful  auictdes,  and,  we  may  add,  of 
ordinary  disastera.  Two  tlieatrsB  havo  been  burnt 
down  ill  this  metropolia,  one  under  lingular  and 
awful  circa mstanues.  The  annual  ohituary  iueludes, 
among  other  uaiues  of  note,  the  Ruetian  General 
Pas  KiB WITCH,  Sir  Hiurur  Poitisoeh,  Sir  W, 
Tempi.b,  and  Sir  John  Jeuvis  ;  in  the  ranks  of  art 
and  Bcience  it  includes  Guthkie,  Faeis,  Sir  W, 
HiMiLTuN  BucKr,*si),  YAaBELi.,  Sir  R,  WBsnii- 
coTT,  and  Paul  Dklarocub  ;  in  literature  nod  the 
drama,  A'Beccett,  Bbah^m,  Mudame  VESiItls, 
and  CuAKLics  Yoono.  Besides  these,  others  have 
passed  ho  long  fnmi  the  publio  aye  tiiat  their  deaths 
are  hardly  noticed.  Two  bishops  have  died  ;  two 
others  have  anticipated  that  usual  termination  of 
an  episcopal  cai'ecr  by  a  timely  retirement.  Such 
is  the  class  of  incidents  to  which  tlie  public  interest 
has  now  quietly  returned.  The  startlins  news  from 
the  East,  indeed,  breaks  in  rather  rudely  on  the 
tenuur  of  our  own  dumeatio  gossip  and  homebred 
qtiurrelB  ;  hut  one  thinji  we  h»\e  eertainly  all  but 
forgotten,  as  if  it  had  never  been,  and  that  is  the 
war  which  was  still  convulsing  and  draining  all 
£urope  at  the  beginning  of  tliie  year. 

1857. 

On  the  first  day  of  a  New  Year  it  ia  nstural  Hl 
rvfeztto  ivhat  lias  l>efaUenus  during  <^B^Q^tHh 
of  jtm    tavdeoBOBor  ;  to   oouut    i 


iniitAkes  ;  to  reckon  the  friends  wo  nave  made  and 
the  friends  we  have  lost ;  to  conaiiiei-.  in  aUovt, 
what  wu  reera  and  what  we  are.  The  yeivr  1857  will 
Hut  aoon  be  f[>Tgottea  in  England,  Tile  Indian 
JHutinj,  of  wlijcli  the  fiVBt  tiaings  arrived  at  the 
beginning  of  aiiitimer,  lias  oveniiailoTed  all  the 
erenta  and  niovemi^nta  whiuh  had  previouily 
ocuupicd  gouernJ  attention.  It  requires  an  effort  lo 
rucall  the  fiiiaucial  diaciissioua  of  twelve  inDntbi) 
ago.  The  China  Debate,  the  Dissolution,  and  the 
meeting  of  the  now  Partiainont  liavcnlreadj  become 
atrajigely  remote.  Only  h^  the  lifetime  of  an 
ordioEiry  generation  has  elapsed  Binee  au  ingenious 
historical  writer  itnuooncod  that  the  age  of  history 
was  at  an  end.  It  appeared,  as  in  Bome  geological 
^kochs,  that  natni'o  waa  uo  lonKer  liable  to  violent 
conTulsioue.  The  loiig  European  imaoa  was  tlionght 
to  be  perpetual.  Bevolutioliary  agitation  and 
mlitarj  naui-pation  wece  oquaUy  things  of  the  past. 
The  appetite  for  political  excitement  was  mildly 
stimulated  by  the  turn  of  the  balance  as  the 
Melboubue  Ministry  and  the  Fbel  Opposition 
«It«niately  seemed  about  to  prupoDdcrate.Ten  years 
hure  paused  since  the  dream  of  security  was  broken 
by  the  Continental  outbreak  uf  IMS,  followed  by  an 
equally  unexpected  despotic  reaction.  The  Russian 
War  revived  another  class  of  anxieties  and 
Bympathies  ;  but  even  the  interest  of  the  Crimean 
campaign  was  faint  compared  witii  the  giief,  the 
indignation,  and  the  enthusiasm  wJiich  liave  been 
called  forih  by  the  atrnggle  in  India. 

Before  the  meetina  of  Parliament  in  February 
■tatesmen  out  of  office  wei-e  sanguine  in  their 
Kcpectatiuns  of  a  change  of  Miuiatiy.  It  was  thought 
that  Lord  FALAiEtiSTo:^  owed  hi»  Hupremacy  to  tho 
war,  and  that  lie  wouM  be  miwiUing  to  concedft  a,\u\ 
unable  to  resist  a  rijoroua  demand  ioT  6'wea'tftti.i^ 
£Baju!iaI  tediictiona.  Tile  Persian.  NVat  m\^^, 
1,  {umiab  a  suppJeaientary  Bround  ol  B.ttsMJ&- 
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and  nt  the  Inst  moment  the  collision  at  Camon 
came  tLS  a  godsend  to  an  Opposition  already 
organized.  Veterun  politicians  generally  antieipatea 
the  sucoesa  of  the  Coalition  ;  hut  thtty  underrated 
the  adroitness  of  the  Miniater,  and  they  forgot  to 
take  into  considertttioii  tliti  disposition  of  the  people. 
The  combined  lenders  liad,  with  scarcely  an  escep- 
tlon,  ndvocflted  a  timid  policy  dui-ing  tne  war,  and 
tiieir  animosity  against  Lord  PalmersToN  wa~ 
naturally  attrioutod  to  jealousy  of  a  triumph  i 
whiuh  they  had  no  share.  In  popidar  estimation  tho 
overthrew  of  the  Government  would  have  been 
rE^rded  as  a  condemnation  of  the  firmness  with 
whioh  the  Treaty  of  Paris  had  lately  been  enforced 
in  tlie  matter  of  the  Boasarahion  frontier.  Tha 
tinanoittl  problem  waa  aoli-ed,  not  witllont  grave 
detriment  to  the  public  interests,  bj  the  abondon- 
tiipnt  of  a  largo  portion  of  the  Escimatea.  The  addi- 
tional percenta{;e  on  the  Income  Tax  was  gi^en  up, 
the  nar  duties  on  tea  and  sugar  were  reduced,  and 
Mr.  Olapstonb  addroased  to  unwilling  wtra  lii 
indignant  demoIiatriLtiou  that  tlie  diminution  of  fli 
extraordinary   impcat   vaa   an  iuct-cose,  nad  not  ft 

The  oonipluint  that  PMrlianient  had  not  been  ci 

Bulted  reapecting  the  Pereinn  War  proved  to  be 

ineffective  weapon  of  attack.  No  section  of  poli- 
ticians seriously  desired  to  discuss  during  on 
autumnal  Season  measures  which  woidd  have  as- 
suredly been  ndopted  by  any  Minister  mho  might  Iibtb 
held  the  reins  of  Government.  The  Chinese  dispute 
was  more  formidable,  on  account  of  the  facdity 
which  it  offered  for  a  combination  of  all  opposing 
suctions  of  the  House.  I^ord  John  RrasKU.  and 
Mr.  GuDSTOSB,  Mr.  Disiubli  and  Mr.  Cobden, 
were  enabled  to  meet  together  on  common  ground, 
and  even  to  scoure  a  majority,  which  proved  fatal  ta 
tha  hopoa  of  the  Opposition.  Lord  PitMKRaiOtr 
aeized  iho  i>[);;>i>rtunity  uf  acquiring  a  firmer  position 
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I  recognized   leader  of  the   Lihern,!  psjiy. 

on  could  have  Buitod.  him  better  for  an  apj 
to  the  country  ;  hia  popularity  was  sLill  fresh,  wliiL 
mmiy  of   his  opponents   were   discroditod  liy  tlieia 
previoTLs  acta   tind   by  their  iBceot  hostility  to  thf 
GoTernment.     The   convictions   of  the  majority  en 
the  Chinese  ijuestion  might,  perhaps,  he  ainiierii 
but  it  woa   known   that   an   attuck  on  the  Mioiatij 
had    been    prepared    before    the    disturbancea    : 
Oanton  irere  heard  oE.     The  canstitusnciea  thougfad 
juore  of  Russia  than   of   China,  and  Lord  PALMr- 
^Toy  hiul  in  the  minda  both  of  friends  and 
eBEiutes   been  accepted   as   the   representativo  i 
national  and  successful  policy.    The  general  electic 
acsordingly  resulted  in   an   unbroken  snucesaion 
MinistoriiJ  triumphs.    Mr.   Cobdek,  Mr.  Bhiqi 
and  Mr.  Milnbr  Gibsos  were  tenipORi.rily  excludi 
from    P.i.rliament,     Lorci    Jobk    Rti»:i^t(L    liimsE 
only  escaped  a  similar   fate  by  a   spirited  displaj' 
pCTBonftl   vigour  iind   ability.     The   onttanoe    in 
public  life  oE  a   hundred  and  fifty  new  member 
materially  changed  the  aompoEition  of  the  !F 
Commoiw,     Many  party  traditions  became  obaoletlj 
on    the    benches    whicli    were     most    assiduous^ 
frequented  by  untried  politiciaoa,  and  tho  Minister^L 
whoH  uama  had   been   the  watch^rord  during;  thsv fl 
eontestotthe  hustings  found  himself  for  the  first   * 
time  suTiouuded   by  adherents  who   acknoirledgeq 
no  divided  allegiance. 

The  Election  proved  that  the  old  ConsBrvativiQ 


^  e  Liberiil  (landidates.  li'o  previo 
had  been  alk>gether  exempt  from  the  influence  <^ 
the  old  Com  Law  controversy.  Even  in  1  " 
Trade  was  unpopular  ivith  tho  tarmor,  f 
Vekbi  wub  still  the  ohampion  of  the  agricnitiira 
intpfMl.  The  unprecedented  prosperity  of  lane^X. 
years  hits  di.'^^e.Ved  juaiu'  delusions,  and  t\iA    ru:^ 


— isnr. 

intellect  ia  too  dull  to  appreciate  ttie  priuciplei 
nbiah  combine  Lord  Stanley  and  Sir  J.  rAKiSo- 
TOK  in  the  same  party  oi^;ani;>atioD  with  Mr- 
KeWDEOATE  nnd  Mr.  Spooser.  Tlio  Whig  gentry 
are  not  backward  in  perceiving  their  oppoi'tunitj-, 
nnd  nt  the  next  election  they  wiil  probably  recover 
the  shATo  of  the  county  ropreBButntion  which  tbey 
poseesaed  down  to  the  eta  of  the  Reform  Bill. 
Their  old  iniponents  will  never  nguiu  aa  a  party 
become  candidiLtes  for  ofhce,  but  the  strong  Con- 
servative element  in  English  society  will  in  aome 
form  alwDj-fl  continue  to  exercise  a  powerful  inQu- 

That  the  Miuister  bad  projectoil  the  SiBaoIutlon 
for  the  purpose  of  wasting  a  year  w^  lui  obvious 
taunt  on  the  pact  of  the  Upposition,  but  the  SeaaioD 
which  commenced  loite  in  tha  Spring  was  by  no 
means  useleas  or  barren.  The  blow  against  the 
EccleeiaEtical  Courts,  ivhich  bad  long  been  manaced, 
was  ut  lost  effectuolly  dcilt.  I'he  whole  of  their 
Testamentary  Jurisdiction  and  the  groater  part  of 
their  control  over  the  Law  of  Marriagu  were 
trunEferred  to  a  bccuIht  tribunal  ;  and  tliere  is 
reason  to  hope  that  cxeoutors  and  legatees  will  be 
relieved  from  a  portion  of  the  vBiationa  to  whii:h 
tliey  have  been  habitiully  BubJectLKl.  The  eatubliah- 
ment  of  the  new  Court  of  Frobnte  was  not  impodeJ 
by  any  formidable  opposition  ;  but  tbe  change  in 
the  Law  of  Divorce  vns  debated  in  both  Bo»aea 
with  extraordinary  apirit  and  pertinacity.  The 
social  effect  of  tho  important  measure  which  was 
liaslly  carried  can  only  be  tested  by  esperience,  but 
the  state  of  things  which  it  has  supei-seded  formed 
a  startling  anomaly  even  in  Englisli  jurisprudence. 
Hencefoi-th  divorces  will  be  awarded  on  the  proof 
of  eertaui  facts  before  a  tribunal  competent  to 
conduct  the  whole  inquiry.  Before  tho  passing  of 
^ha  Act  the  aame  remedy  was  obtiinable  by  iv 
'"" BtrictlF  tecbnicait  and  jet  in  part  uakuowu 
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to  ine  law.  Tvo  independent  legal  daciaiona 
formed  the  indispBosable  condition  of  the  final 
sentence,  and  yet  the  House  of  LonU  declined  tn 
notice  either  the  evidence  in  the  action  fm'  damages 
or  the  depositions  on  trhicli  the  Ecdesiastical  jiidg- 
ment  hun  been  fuunded.  Not  with  standing  the 
ioKenious  objoctiona  whicli  were  urged  against  the 
HTnuterinl  meaaurej  Parliament  rightly  thought  thnt 
the  principle  of  divorce  Avas  already  reeognized, 
niiile  the  circnltous  uietha<l  of  ohtainiug  relief  atMui 
Bdf-condemned.  Tlie  Tigonr  with  which  the  Bill 
WM  carried  through  the  Honsc  at  the  very  etoae  nf 
file  Seasion  nddet!  to  the  iTcdit  M'liiuli  the  Govern- 
ntlit  hod  acqnii'ed  by  other  useful  efforts  in  legiala- 
tion.  The  power  of  pasaiui;  good  niBnaureB  is  witli 
justice  vnlned  above  tlio  utmost  skill  in  deviaing 
and  defending  them. 

The  tidings  which  arrived  from  Indirt  in  quick 
tncoession  extinguished  the  Innguid  interest  which 
Eaight  otherwise  have  been  felt  in  the  sffiiirs  of  the 
Continent.  The  previoiiB  yew  had  dosed  with  the 
final  aci^niescence  of  France  and  Bussia  in  the  Eng- 
lish interpretation  of  the  'i'reaty  of  Paris  respecting 
the  poBsesBion  oE  Bolprad.  Oidy  one  part  of  the 
Sasteru  qnestien  still  remained  open,  and  dij)lo- 
matists  accordingly  selected  the  DanntJiBn  Pnndi*  S 
tMilities  as  the  supno  of  a  concluding  Btrufglb,  H 
Turtey  and  Ausbin  felt  a  common  interest  in  malil- 
taining  the  actual  aoparfttion  of  provinces  which 
Snteia  might  attempt  to  ori^anize  into  a  dependent 
Jdhgdom.  The  Western  Powers  had  little  motive  for 
preferring  cither  aiianiemont  ;  but  the  repreaonta- 
tlvea  of  Franco  and  of  Englnnd  at  CniistantinopJn 
were  severollj  deteniiined  tn  oflrryiiuta  poliuy  of 
their  own.  The  barren  triampha  of  either  party 
find  tliB  Unol  results  of  the  contlict  scxrcely  require 
or  deseri'e  recapitulation.  The  Plenipotentiaries  o£ 
Prtris  had  absurdly  demanded  the  opiftiott  cA^Vb 
inh»bitD/"!s  on  zhe  future  organization  ol  flcie  Vt'»- 
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Tincea  ;  nnj  the  French  AraboBsador,  with  short" 
sighted  CBgcrikeia,  concentraited  his  elTorta  an  the 
return  if  au  Aaaembl;  fuvaurobliJ  to  the  Uaiua. 
TVheii  the  Turkiali  Viceroy  IiaJ  procured  an  election 
couforniable  to  the  views  of  his  Government  all  the 
Emba^es  except  those  of  Eu|{l&u(l  aiiU  Austria 
broke  off  relation!  with  the  PoiiTE,[Liidthe  crisis  ap- 
peared au  serioiiK  that  the  Buperor  liiniBelf  da- 
Ecended  at  Osbortie  tu  untie  tlie  kn»t  by  luperior 
interposition.  The  Eiiglitdi  GoTernnient  had  more 
serious  objects  tu  pui-sue,  and  Austria  probably 
fortJEiLW  the  EubatantijLl  suceesa  which  would  ba 
puruhKsed  by  a  foi-nml  c'onuii^Hiun.  Tlie  Moldavian 
election  was  aiiniillod,  and  tlie  Anibaasadurial  flajja 
wore  reliuisted  ;  u  ueiv  Divnu  was  packed  for  au 
opiMiBite  purpose,  jtnd  tlie  Prmcipafities  declared 
their  deaiiv  fur  union  under  a  fortign  Prince.  But 
iu  the  meantime  the  wratli  of  France  hod  been  ap- 
peasod,  and  abaolnte  GovurnineutB  began  to  wondei 
that  they  Bliould  ever  hav-e  uppeoleil  to  the  result  of 
&  popular  vote.  The  bccoiiiI  Congress  of  Paris  is 
about  to  decide  that  Wullachia  ■■mil  Moldavia  Bholl 
be  satisfied  with  an  administrative  union  not  in- 
compatible with  their  condition  iia  feudal  depeud- 
cncios  uF  Turkey  The  course  of  forei^  aSairs  has 
in  nthui  respects  been  singularly  tiniiventful.  The 
Sovereigns  of  France  and  RiisGiu  have  held  «n 
interview  at  Stiittgnrdt,  which  is  thoii^lit  not  ta 
huve  increased  their  niutual  logard.  Another 
Imperial  combination  ut  Weiiuar  displayed  the 
coidiality  wliiah  belongs  to  tba  intercourse  of 
Wonarchs  born  in  the  purple.  The  King  of 
PHrKHiA,  prevented  by  illunsB  from  joining  iu  theae 
courtly  festivities,  has  pi-obably  terniinated  hia 
active  I'eiyn. 

Our  relations  with  America,  though  far  more  ... 
porCant,  have  aiFected  domestic  and  not  diplomatic 
jntereftts.  In  the  course  of  tlie  KUnuiier  it  transpired 
t^at   tie   eailraada   in    the    United  Slates  w     - 


onivetaally  erabairasaed  by  the  diBproportiouatfliJ 
magnitude  of  their  ddbenlura  debts,  when  the^O 
companies  began  to  suspend  payment  of  iheir,j| 
obligationH  the  overloiuiod  fabric  'of  commiiirciftl 7 
credit  at  once  tottered  and  eave  \/i.y.  The  Banlil,  3 
whioh  had  Batidfiad  the  requiiementa  of  a,  certain  J 
■chool  of  ecoDomiRts  by  a  naminally  convartiblsfg 
issue,  ceased  to  give  gold  is  exchange  for  theirSi 
notes.  Mercantile  tirms  of  the  highest  reputation.  J 
broke  in  rapid  succession,  and  all  remittances  to  J 
foreign  creditors  were  Eimultajieou.-Iy  suspended,  il 
The  rbetotical  statement  that  the  subsequent  crisis  J 
in  Engl.ind  was  caused  by  the  baj>ljruptcy  of  a:H 
nation  is  rather  culoured  than  exaggerated.  The  J 
annual  balance  of  trade betvrceu  the  tiro  cquntneaT 
leaves  a,  debt  due  from  Enghtnd,  but  the  cotton  ci'op  - 
of  the  year  haa  not  yet  been  received,  and  Amcirican  ,i 
aeourities  to  a  large  anxoaat  are  always  beld  by  •! 
English  capitalists. 

When  the  news  of  the  catastrophe   arrived 
hoped  that  a  luf;h  rate   of   discount  would   prove  ft  S 
Biiflicient  precaution  against  the  con  sequences  which  ^ 
were   iip^irehended  ;  but  on  this   side  tlie  Atlantic, ,  j 
BH  well  as  in  the  United   States,  an  ediftce  of  credit.'* 
had  been  erected  altogether  dispro portioned  ti 
foundations    on    which     it    rested.       Some    great 
American  houses  yielded  to  an  uaavoidablo  pressure.  * 
but  a  iKrge  proportion  of  tlw  firms  which  have  failed  ,• 
had  carried  on  their  operations  with  the   capital   oti 
their   creditors.     Whatever   may  bo  the   case  with,  J 
ordinary  traders,  no  honest  and  prudc^nt  banker  cait  J 
break.     The  delinquent  establiahments  atljvorpoor  jj 
and  at  Glasgow  wcro  unahla  to  nioet  tJipir  liabihtieg  ^ 
because   the  property  of  the  depoai^or?   and  share-  - 
holders  had  been  squandered  on  rei^lduss  speculators.,  . 
1'he   BcandaloiiB   proceedings   which    followed    tlie' 
stoppage  of  tho   Western  Banli  of  Scotland  will  Iwi^  ' 
bo  remembered,    .iuditow  were  found  to  ce"rt\t5 
the  vxJatencB  of  a  sarpha  of  two  miUiona.  vj\iic\i\5a* 


eince  resolved  itself  into  a  large  deficieiioj;.  Th8 
landed  aristocracy  of  the  neighboorhnod  joined  in 
the  protest  sgiuiiBt  Hunpicion  or  invosti^tion,  and  a 
deputation  vos  appointed  to  solicit  assistauce  from 
the  public  purse. 

Tlio  Bcotdi  foiltircs  oninuiiting  witli  n  temporary 
Irish  panic  pi-oduceil  a  sudden  demand  for  gold  | 
fioni  London.  On  the  1-tli  of  Novojober  tlie  Go- ' 
■vemment,  wntclilng  the  sliirnun"  state  of  the  Banfc  | 
rcaen'BB,  puhlisihed  the  lelfer  ichich  flaspanrted  tho  ^ 
li!gal  limitation  on  the  issue  of  notes.  The  result  ' 
proved  that  the  pressure  woi  less  iin^niirj'  than  in 
thd  cornaponding  crisis  of  J847.  flio  Bank  was 
compelled  to  take  adviintage  of  the  licence  which  ' 
had  been  granted  ;  and,  although  the  excesB  of 
notea  was  sonn  withdrawn  from  general  circulation, 
it  haa  continued  uenrly  up  to  too  pronent  time  to 
form  an  indispensablo  portinn  of  the  Bank  reserve. 
In  the  short  Session  wliicli  was  rendered  necesBarj 
to  sanction  tho  suspension  of  the  law  Parliament  , 
represented  with  sumoiont  accuracy  thu  nnducifW 
stiito  of  general  opinion.  The  law  will  for  the  pre- 
sent remain  upchanged,  but  it  is  felt  that  thA  power 
of  Ministerial  intetforonco,  whicli  has  now  been  ' 
exercised  for  the  second  time,  can  no  longer  ho  re- 
garded as  exceptional.  The  Bociol  iir.d  eootioipical 
consennences  of  the  criiis  oi'e  more  inii>urtant  than 
its  IcgisUtivo  results.  Tlie  iiiilnenee  of  the  calaraity 
Itai  already  extended  fiir  beyond  the  circle  of 
capitalists  and  tradom.  Tho  winter  will  prosa 
Iteaviiy  on  tlia  worldng  population  of  the  towna 
through  the  general  Buapension  of  enterprise  nnd 
Btaguiition  of  employment.  Agriculture  alone, 
among  the  rai'ious  timnches  of  industry,  continues 
/-J  tJto  enjojTnent  of  a  prosperity  which  is  already 
'laprecedeatad  in  its  duration,  AiteT  tVe  VcLivwv 
-^^aiiaj- no  en-eat  of  tlio  yeivr  is  so  vmportaxi^  w \\« 
m^^T'^^"^  ""'''^  No  domestic  occnrrenca  ol\-».» 
'V^^Jjig  laterest  would  have  BucotedeA'™  satesV 
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Ing  public  attention  during  the  continuance  of  tha  '  i 
heroic  Btruggle  in  the  East. 

It  u  tcavcelf  Burprifiiiif;  that  on  the  first  report  of  > 
the  Indian  ravolt  the  country  was  slow,  in  its 
inoredalons  surprise,  to  appreciate  tho  magnitude  of  ' 
the  di«aMnr.  Since  the  Sicilian  Vespers  no  CBlamity 
hM  hllen  on  a  nation  witli  ho  little  vrarning.  On 
the  2dd  ni  June,  six  weeks  nfter  the  decisive  out- 
hTMJc,  the  hundredth  iiitnirers<>.ry  of  the  Battle  ai 
Plamey  was  celehmtBd  with  Httle  miBgiving  at  a 
public  dinner  in  Londnn.  A  tew  days  Inter  tile  ' 
subject  was  cunorily  diacUKscd  in  the  House  of 
Commons  ;  but  July  hod  cominenced  befuru  tlia 
atroottiea  of  Meerut  and  Delhi  finally  diBBipatBd  the 
prevailing  apathy,  in  India  itaelf,  aithough  tha 
alarm  commenced  at  an  earlier  period,  tha 
catMtmphe  iwis  no  less  widilen  and  urforeBeoa,  ' 
After  the  lapse  of  Bevera!  months,  with  the  aid  of  ' 
unlimited  discussion,  those  who  are  best  informed  ' 
confess  their  inability  to  explain  the  causes  of  tho 
revolt.  It  is  probable  that  the  conduct  of  tha 
Sep«y«  was  influenced  hj'  many  motiros,  and  that,  ' 
like  the  greater  part  of  human  actions,  it  was  uiti-  ' 
mate)^  decided  by  circumstances.  There 
suBpioimiB  of  princely  intrigues,  strong  iniiicatiom 
of  Hiusnlman  oonspirao^,  and  abundant  proofs  of 
Hindoo  fanaticism  ;  Dut  it  is  still  uncertain  whether 
the  Mutinjr  was  inevitable,  and  there  is  reason  to  ' 
b^BTe  that  tho  plot  exploded  prematurely.  One 
of  the  m  rat  oharacteristio  features  of  the  outbreak' 
consisttttl  in  the  blind  submission  of  the  soldiery  to  ' 
any  casual  impulse.  Many  regiments  wavered  : 
some  retained  their  allegiance  for  a  time.  In  several 
instAnoea  the  final  defection  was  postponed  Mn\^ 
sueeess  had  becoma  viriu&Uy  hopeless  ;  buttt^rOM^-jl 
oat  Ot  armr,  aa  wwn  an  s  fgw  rmgleadeta  YiaA  contT- 
^j^*W/r«te(he  cause  ol  retettwn,  tW 
-i^XSIrr' -,""="■  "ample  like  a  fto<^V  o^ 


en&ble  the  Kuropea-n  to  luideratand  kU    t 
indingB  <>i  Asiatic  character.     TIhj   nlHoerB  -of  I  .  _ 
nstivQ  regiments   have  not  without  pliiiiEible  grauui   | 
been   itccuied  of  iinrcaaon^ble  credulitj  ;    bu^  ifjtf 
tliose  wlio  kntiW  the  Beugnl  Sepoy  btist  were  niluns^ 
to  gtnke  tlieir  lives  on  liix  lojtalty,  lilUe  reliance  canJ 
ikced  on  the  Bagacity  of  renioter  observsi's,  whq^ 
fer  their  wsmiugs  niter  the  event,  .]7 

moDg  the  iuuuediate  causes  of  tlie  Mutiny  itJ 
luld  be  Btnui^  if  no  place  could  be  auiKned  ta3 
rroFB  nf  thuse  in  power.  Supineneast  icrasolnn^ 
and  ill-tiiimd  sever i ly  wera  uoUoul.todly  diff^ 
jjlayed  on  difiurent  occaHiona  j  but  it  is  iiill  impos- 
sible to  ftHcettain  whetUo:  tlie  very  mistakus  whiiJi 
trere  comimtted  may  not  in  soma  instani.'eH  havji 
diminished  the  impending  danger.  The  fiist  agi 
tion  with  reference  to  the  greastid  caitiidffeB  -  • 
curred  durins  the  month  of  Junumry  in  Ute  i 
mediate  neighbourhood  of  Calcuttu.  EarVy  . 
February  General    Exaosicy  repartod  the  exist 

o£    a    plot   in    the    ranks  of  the  34th   liegin: ^^ 

EtivUitimd.at  Barrackpore,  but  tlie  first  open  displajF-i 
of  mutiny  consisted   in   tltu   refusal   of  tlio  10th,  ^^tiu 
Berhampore,  to  receive   tlie   auspoctad   carti'idceai^f 
The  dotinquent  regiment  was   ordered  for  puiushrgj 
niciit   to  Eartackpore,  vhere,  before  tJis  aentea 
was  executed,  a  Sepoy  mid   a  jjativo   ofliuer   of.tl  ,, 
Sitli    hud    been,   giiiity    of    opun  violcsce.       S^Ji^ 
BcaudnlouB   backwardness  of  a  commanding  oiBooiVi 
more  solicitous  for  the  conversion  of  Ilia   men   thauj] 
for  tba  dlsob&rttc  of  his  duty,  wouhl   prolmbly  hav^ 
led  to  an  immediate  outbrsak  but  for  the  raatia 
gallantry   of   General   Hcaksev.     Tko   days  aftet!^ 
wards  tne  lOtli   and   34th   RogimnntB  were  iiublie] 
distiaudedj  and  general  ordws.vrara  isauHU.  j(il"-tii.T_ 
purnoGO  of  removing   any  genuine   alwm,  Milikft^ 
mignt  liave  been  felt  ae  to  the  obuoziouH  cartridgeai 
^t  a  sahaoQuent  period  the  remainder  of  the  native 
troojug  at  Barracksola    were    gt^VA^^    ^^xvoai. 
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.  any  actual  disnster.  Tlie  Govebs 
_'«Bii.c<iiitimied  for' many  niotitliB  to  stirroi 
iiselt  with  Ilia  nsiinl  bodygnsrd  of  MadoiiiuJaa 
Cavalry,  and  tlic  garriaiin  of  Kiiapore,  in  deiiiiniiij 
of  repeated  reinunstrances,  remained  in  poaseiaiori 
of  the  meaiiB  of  otfcnce.  ItiuliEtnot  be  (urgotten 
thnt  ut  ttie  last  tnocient  the  dieacmani<;nt  of  tbesa 
trooj*  conid  have  been.  Bucceaafully  effutted  it  the 
comtuuiding  officer  of  the  Htatlau  liud  done  his 
duty  ;  but  fclie  Government,  ivhioh  continued  an  | 
njeowpetent  General  in  cowimand,  was  in  noma 
degren  responsible  for  the  mischief  whioh  has  sines 
resulted  from  tile  escape  of  the  Dinapore  mutineeri. 
The  Commftnder-ln-ChJef,  a  hotyday  Eoldier,  wl  o 


hadn 


npeac 


n  Ijie  mearitiinc   pnjoyinjf  the  pfeaaudt  dJQiate  of    I 
Simla.     A   sliaiuebsa  jal)   had   iaaio   years  before 
sent  htm  at  one   sttip   fl-oinTAiTEHaAI.i.'s  and  New-    ' 
mArketio  tlie  coinmaad  of  the  army  in  one  of  the 
Presidencies,  and  when  a  vaoaooy   occurred  i 
ohlef  command  of   ^00,000  men   the  authorities  at 
home  at  once   reu<i^ni!»d   the  claims  of  family  and    | 
personul  ai^quaiutance  in  the   disposal   of  the  post. 
Geneml  Autos  appears  to  hiva  had  no  shal-B  in  tha 
dSabiVidment  of  ilLB   Barracliiore   regiincnlSi  and  il    ' 
TTiiB   not   till   tbrfE    iiio'ithn    uftenvarda    that    tlio 
AtRlltaTit-OEiiet-al  hubbilyuntified   tbo  Withdrawal    < 
of  thi^  objecitoiiabb  ciirtiidgi:s.     Tlie   Oonnniaiidef- 
in-Ohiof  had  prevj(i;isly  approved   the  sentence  of  a 
(.■ourt-inui-tial     hy   wbioh    eighty-five    men    of    tha 
Meerut  garrison    had   been  condemned    to    hard    ' 
liibiinr  ftvr   ten   ye.irs   oO   aocomU  of  a  refuaal  to 
receive  tlie    cjirti'itlyus.     The  prisoners    had   been    , 
fetterud  in  tbo  presenoo  df  their  comrades,  and  they. 
\Vjre  ir.i.liiiBdin  tho   oommon  gnol.     This   paniah-_ 

OilWiretilt  whicli   oocui'tHd  at  Meerut  on  the   10th  of   j 
If  t!ie   crisis  liad   been   met  y(1U\  otiroar 
aU'd  ability  the  JUutiny  might  Wve  \ 


^^^ftmiret 


crushed  at    its    commencemant.      TIi«    3d   Ligh' 
Cavalry  and    the  11th    aod    20th    fUgiments   tJ 
liifaiitr;^   first   began    thi    seriea   of   miirJerB   and  j 
bnttalitieB  which   liave  reodei'ed  the  Bengal  '^^poyJ 
irifnniouB  tbi'oughout  the   wovltl.     All  the   offi(i«M| 
within   reocli  were   cut   dnirii,  the  helpless  popiilk< 
tion  of  tlie  oantdiiment  were  ciitrajjed  or  niaBBucraa 
while  General  HEwttr,  with  l,uOO  European  trooM 
%B  itnable  either  to    protect    tlie  atation  or  y' 
P^de  the  flig)it  of  tlie   Mutineers,     The  ravolt^ 
^^inientB  at  once  luaruheil  tii  Oullii,  wliero  a  graf 
araenol  had  been  intrusted  to  the  oseluaiTe  care  9 
nntive  troops.     The   uarrison   instautl]^  jotuad   t' 
Mutineurs  ;  the  att'ouitiea  of  Meeriit  were  1 
and  the  descendant  of  the   Mwii'i  was  op 
claimed    as    Kiii;^    or    Euiperoi-    of    In(U_. 
{lensionod   Princes   of  the    [{oyul   House   took  1 
active   part  in   the   uuapuabable   btutulitiea  whi 
were  pei-petruted  upon  Eni-liali  wumeii  in  the  strei 
,  pf  the  capital  i  some  of  the  miscreants  have  alrea^ 
"     "      '    or  their  nnpardouiLbla  crimCj  but  the  juj) 
KfRfjCBnca  of    an   indignant   nation   is   . ''"    ' 
^^artially  satisfied. 

On  the  2Ttii  of  Mny  General  Aksok  diod  t 
eholerft  during  his  advanca  upon  Delhi.  "'  " 
!Baiu<Ard,  who  took  the  vonimaud  of  the  bi  „  _ 
force,  aftorwRrds  fell  a  victim  to  tho  same  diseau>  I 
General  IfeED  woti  forced  by  bad  health  to  reiigfifl 
■r  ,^e  coniuiiuid,  and  tlie  honour  of  capturing  tnikfl 
tj^ellious  capital  was  reaerTed  for  General  WiLsojt.ifl 
ghen  the  siege  had  auai'ccly  comuiunced  ttttfl 
Hutiiiy  rapidly  apread  over  tlia  whole  of  HindostaOi.W 
^  the  end  of  .Tnne  ntl.OOO  men  hud  deserted  tht^  I 
tndards  and  tiniieil  their  urii)s  against  tb«  Go^  I 
^rnntent.  At  many  Etatious  tiiu  crimes  of  Delw| 
]  imitHt<>d,  Hiur  ill  oue  fearful  instance  t' 
esurpasGed.  NiKA  Sauib,  an  adopted  soi 
i-PeiBhwah  of  the  Mahrattas,  offered  .  ._ 
u   of  his    troD^is     to    protect   the    Eiiali«li| 


violation  of  his  plighted  fnith,  iie  aUiii{htered  the 
garviBon  of  Cawcpore,  iviid  on  tho  victorious  advance 
of  Hav£LOck  he  inurderei  in  cold  blood  the  women 
aad  children  who  had  been  reaarved  from  the 
original  massacre.  The  treacheroHS  Mahratta  owea 
a  reckoning  for  athousaiid  Englisli  lives  deliberately 
BocriJiced  to  his  waiilon  barbarity.  It  sdcma  timt 
ilia  crimes  liavf  only  sti-enrthened  h's  bold  on  tho 
armed  hordes  who  ncknowledge  his  coininnnd. 

Si  mil  if  scenes  wera  uxhibited  on  a  antaJler  scale 
wherever  Sepoy  riibola  coidd  snrpriao  a  dijtenceless 
station  ;  but  in  tliLt  einerijenoy  the  niilng  raoe 
turned  to  hay  vrith  :i.  despocate  and  iirusistibta 
cotira^c  tvhich  has  scarcely  a  precedent  in  biatorj'. 
At  Agra,  at  Arrah,  at  Azimghur,  wherever  a  tew 
6oldi«r8  anil  civilians  bad  eacaped  tlie  first  masBaore, 
the  rebelt  were  tivnght  the  inhtirent  superiority  of 
tho  English  charaoler.  In  many  plaoea  a  mutinous 
ruOT""'"'  ^^^  held  in  check  by  forces  which,  to  tha 
fiill  knowiedste  of  their  officera,  wore  theniseivas  on 
tho  Bve  of  revolt.  At  the  worst,  the  rjtle  or  tho 
rcvoWor  secured  preliminary  vengeance  before  an 
Kiiglishman  Buccumbed  to  irreaistiblu  numbers  ; 
but  the  resolute  slull  with  which  all  resources  for 
df^ence  wera  made  available  confers  still  higher 
honour  on  the  national  character.  Tho  eSect  of 
the  eame  qualities,  long  before  exhibited  by  the 
statcBinen  and  administrators  nf  the  Eastern 
Empire,  was  shown  in  the  abstinence  of  the  native 
I'rincea  and  population  from  participation  in  the 
revolt.  If  ft  pretended  Pcishwah  bad  put  himself 
st  tho  head  of  the  Mutineers,  the  two  chief 
3Ialiratta  Itajahs  were  fa.ith£iil,  notwithstanding 
the  defection  of  their  Contingents.  t^tiU  more  im- 
portant WHS  the  fidelity  of  the  Niziu  under  tlia 
influence  of  his  able  Minister  ;  Ghollb  Si^iqh.  b-x^.^ 
Jvso  Baoaiiooi^  otNapBul,  poteiitat«i  fiom  'v^oKvl 
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Sir  0.  ITapibr  apprehonded  iiarainent  danger  to  ouTlI 
doLiiiniuDs,  behaved  with  cxomplarj  goud  faith.a 
Beyond  the  w;Ula  of  tlie  Palace  of  Delhi  and  tha] 
litnitE  of  Oiide  no  movement  has  yet  token  plaoAl 
-whicli  can  bs  desciibed  as  a  popular  or  dynastio^ 
reboUioii. 

The  influence  of  wiadom.of  juatice,  and  of  oc 
over   men    was   moat   strikingly   exhibited   i 
reountly  ooniiiiered  Punjab,     The  key  of  the  tnrri-^ 
tury  at  Poshamir  was   in   the    hands  of  resoIutwS 
soldiers,  who  know  that  the  greater  jiart  of  theiil 
troops    wove    on   the    eve    of    miitiiiy.       C{)ttok,J 
EnwAUVBB,  and    NiCHOLao.v    tnere    equal     to    than 
occasion.  The  forts  wero  ouctipied  with  triistwortM 
trOQj^B,  the  BuspeutHd  rugimonta  were    disarmed 
Cfiminalii  wet's  blown  from  jrims  in  the  preeence  a 
thousuiida   ri£  their    ivecompUous,   guilty    tugitiveaj 
were  luizDi]  by  thn  ueiKhboiiring  ti'ibL-s,  and  bodiau 
of  the  hlglilttnUcra  liLtely  in  atqib  ugiilnst  the  BiitisSl 
power   wei'o   enrolled    tu   take    the    place    oE    th^S 
(teitortoi-B.     The   chiof  authority  in  the  Punjab  wa^^ 
happily,  ill  the   himds  of   a  hero  and  a  statesman,  J 
Sir  .rouH  LiwMS'HB   not   nnl;^  Hdved  his   own  prs-l 
vince  from  revolt,  but   made  it  a  inilitiuy  basis  fol^ 
till)  o|«jrations  against  Dt-Hii.     Siklia  «,nd  iCuropeaiuL 
were  JirecteU  triwitrds  the  Kast,  while  the  £engal1 
rc^fiiuents  wore  di^ivmed  ;  convoys  of  provision 
and  stores  retraced  the  march   of  recent  conquesL 
The  gallant  Nicholkom  left   tlie   scene  of  his   earljf  J 
tAmelofinda  fjlorious   death  at   the  gates  of  thai 
coniLuered  ci^.     The   Tigihuiue   of  the  ProconEulS 
was   afterwards  indicated    by  the   rapid   recall   M,j 
European  troops  as  eoon  as  they  had  performed  tha  J 
one  indlopensiiiJe  aurvioo. 

The  capture  of  Delhi  before  the  arrival  of  any  n 
inforoement  from  home  waa  a  great  military  feat, 
and  a  solid  political  advantoRe.  The  rebel  garrison. 
exclusive  of  the  inhabitants,  always  outnumberea 
^^0  beai^iDg  army,  and  thay  had  the  command  of 


Bii  arsenal  which,  after  several  monthB'  consump- 
timi,  was  atiU  unexhausted.  The  Genurul  waited 
patiently  until  he  was  ready  fur  the  assault,  and 
ivi>t  a,  moment  longer.  Before  the  end  of  Septti: 
the  Mogul  Kind  liad  ended  his  three  moittliu'  r 
in  a.  prison, while  the  carcases  of  his  hntuful  iilf.-:prlngV 
were,  as  in  old  Hebrew  stoij,  exposed  in  tlie  gatef 
of  the  cilj. 

The  interest  of  the  struggle  has  become  chiefl, 
concentrated  round   Lucloiow,  where  a  few  Euro-4 
peana,  encumbered  with  the  aaru  of  women  ajid  cliil-r 
dren,  have   maintained  themselves  in  a  hostile  citj 
of  360,000  inhahitonte   against  a  beleaguering  forca 
estimated  at  70,000  men.     Sii   Hkmkv  Lawrbnci 
suppressed  the  fifst     mutiny   in    Dude,    but    tilO;] 
recently  aunexed   kingdom  furnished  abuudant  [t 
inforcements  to  tlie   Sepoys,  who  were  themselre 
for  the  most   part   natives  of  the  .tdjacelit  <lTStric|9ifl 
From  Uio  dcaili  of  the  nobis  solilior  who   goponiei^ 
the   territory  fllJ    the    middle    iif  Novouitjar    tflW 
Bunison   had   been   siihjeut  tn  an  u.luiost  v.iibiok^:^ 
Elockade.     The   niorch   of   Uavkluck   to   it*  rejwn 
gave  occasion  for  the  nioat  brilliant  serioa  of  expIojMi 
in  the  campaign,  but  the  miinberi  of  IJie  enemy  u  ' 
to  the  time  of  bir  Colin  Caufshll's  arrival  wer . 
too   overwhelming  to   admit   of   compltlte  suaceatiJ 
The  year  dniied  with  the  report  of  the  llnal  triuJBph^^ 
which  had  been  so  lon^  and  en  anxtiiuHly  expijctea.,4 
Tlie  Commander -in-Chief  commenced  uperations  onv 
the  13th  of  November,  and   his   advance  from   ths^ 
Alumbegb  tii  the  Luoknow  HEsiJoucy  was   unioter-' 
rupted  by  checlc  or  defeat.     Such,  however,  w     ' 
the  etreni^th  of  t1;e   defences   and   tlie  reEolutiod 
tiifi  cebeis,  that  it  was  only  after   live  days  of  CO 
timiotis  fighting!   that   Sir  0,  Cami'iibli,  wub  able  toT 
open  cemmumcatioDS   \vitli   Sir  J.  Ol'traji.     T^ia  I 
Victory   may    he     considered    as    decisive    of    thtt^ 
■trugit'e,  but  months  may  elapse  before  the  hundred 
forts  of  Oude  and   tjie    niultitude    oi  diobort^!^ 
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■oldlen  finally  acknoirledgs  the  itreuBtible  power.V 
of  the  English  GovemmeDt.  Nevertlieleas,  aFterfl 
the  capture  of  Delhi  and  the  arrival  oE  Oi'iiuii  and.B 
Havblock  at  Lucknow,  all  men  felt  that  the  tidaJ 
had  turned  ill  our  favour.  Tha  Government  liad  I 
maintained  itsptf  and  reasserted  its  supremacy -I 
befoiv  the  arrived  of  uiil  fcum  England.  The  f>nly^ 
reintoroeraents  had  been  derived  trum  Geylon,  from  J 
Mauritina,  from  the  Cape,  and  from  the  China  I 
force,  which  was  fortunately  intercepted  on  iU  I 
road.  The  narrutivs  of  the  struggle  ia  as  jet  ■ 
necB»sarily  incomplete,  but  there  is  ever^  reason  to  f 
hope  that  the  more  tragio  portion  of  it  ia  alosed,  J 
The  proved  fidelity  of  the  Bombay  and  Madras  M 
armies  renders  it  possible  to  estimate  the  extent  of  J 
tlie  dungm  and  to  calculate  its  approaching  termino-  M 

The   military  operations   in   other  parts  of  Afia  1 
have  beau  une^riectedly  tiscful  ia  the  fij'eat  object 
of  suppresEing  the  Indian  Mutiny,   ijir  J.  Octraju's 
short  campaign  in  Persia  was  terminated,  after  a  few  J 
spirited  skirEniahes,  by  a   treaty  which   efiectei 
purposes  of   the  war  in  the   evacuation   of  Herat.  | 
Among  the  otfii'ers  who  returned   from   tile  eipedi- 
b'on  to  take  part  in  a  more  serious  BCrugt;le  Gencrol^J 
Bavhlouk  is  the    most    conspicuous.     The    troopi  f 
who  had  served  in  Persia  were   seasopiod   by  theip  1 
recent  campaign,  while  they  bad  not  Iwon  exposed  1 
to  uij  Benous  loss.     Tlie   presence   of   the    China  f 
force  in  the   Indian   Heas  was   especially  fortunate.    I 
The   demand  for  reinforce  ments    at   Calcutta  woi   ] 
obviously  more  urgent  than  the  necessity  for  punish- 
ing the  insolence  of  Canton.     At  a  more  convenient  1 
GeaauR  the  necessary  operations  in   China  will   ba  1 
resumed,    and   in  tha    meantime    the    blockading   [ 
squadron  has   kept  the   offendiujr  population  from   | 
despising  the  resentment  of  England.     The  int 
which  has  elapsed  has  served  to  remove  all  re 
ei/a  doubt  tk  iko  Becessity  of  enforcing  xedtas^   J 


Hi 
t    Jo, 


unirersttTIy  felt  m  Indian  »flair».     There  Ib  aoni»; 
Toanil  for  the  sanguine  an  tictpatioiiSj  which  brought 
□wn    eensuTQ    on   a   Calcutta    joumBlist,  Tof    tba  ii 
(oiiriahing  state  of  the  Empire  when  postoi" 
^brite  the  second  centenai^  of  Plaafiey. 
Tlie   cc.rreepondijig    year    of    the    htat    oentiirj., 
ttneesed  not  only  the  conquest  of  Bengal,  but   thtj 
Re  of  England  to  the  first  rank   among  tbe  natioi 
J  Europe.     In   the    iatotTal   the  population   hL 
Eultiplied  threefold,  while  the  wealth  and  power  gj 
10  country  have  increaaed  in  a  still  larger  prop09 
Only  the   moat  prejudiced  admirers  of  thi 
ran  deny  the  moral   and  Bocial  improvement  n 
le  comraunity  ;  but   thero   is,   unfortiuiBtcly,  t^'' 
Kocb  ground  for  satirical  and  prophetic  lienuncoi^ 
ir  the  present  generation.     A  historian  of  tu 
if  Gboeu3E   ir,,  lamenting   the   prevalence  f| 
observes     that    tbe    KiNC'a     proclamatiq| 
t  vice   and  immorality  was  by  order  read  Ir 
.  churches,  but  tliat  the  measura  failed  to  prodtU* 
,jr  benelicial  effect.     The   aamc   ceremony   is  i ' 
ifirfonned   at   AsBi)!e«   and   Quarter   Sessions  b 
totisoly  similar  results.     There  appears   to  be  4 
l^inutiuu  in  the  crimes  of  violouce  recordedn 
gr     columns,    and   no    previousi  generation    nlL 
nnesBed  the  commission  of  frnuda  on  eo  gigantiodL 
^lo.     'WiUiin   the   last   month  the  conviction  oIM 
HtlU  merchant  for  forgery  attracted  comparativ^^ 
Btla  public  attention  ;  yet  the  crimiiuil  bad  Ion 
%en  respected   for  his  apparent  religiniis  zeal,  ; 

rrtion  enabled  blm  to  defraud  the  ci 
amount  of  more  than  £50,000.  The  atory  | 
""b  London  and  Eastern  Bauk  is  better  known,  t 
ta,  unfortunately,  b^  no  means  a  solitary  iuEtai 
9  ravncb  of  commercial  trust, 
fThe  Obituary  of  the  year,  except  in  b 
^  been  alFccted  by  tho  fndinn  diEasters, fortunate 
Sntains  few  diatinHuiahod  tianius,  but  tlie  loasi 
oaioned  by  tlie   Mutiny  viill  he  long  and  ius^j 


PBtobed, 
experienw 
tlie  first 
HuOH  Wi 
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Sir   Henbs   Babrahi),   a    gnlknt    and 


experienced  soldier,  conducted  m 
tlie   first   operations    of    the   siege   of   Dellii. 
Hugh  Whbelek  hsd  on  many  occasions  done  good 
iervioe  to  the  State   before   he   fell   &  rictim  to  the 
treachery  of  the  bloodthirsty  Mahratta.    N  nri.t,  1 
Boconded  HayeLOCK   with   successful    vigour. 
Nicholson  it  ia  not  too  muck  to  aay  that  he  was  < 
hope  and  prideof  the  IiidianArmy.  Tlie abilitioB and 
virtues  of  Mr.OoLTEJ  have  recently  found  a  worthy 
record  in  our  own  cdumna.     Sir  Henav  Lawkench  < 
enjoyed  the  rare  felicity  of  transcending   all  rivalry 
except  that  of  his  lUustrioua  brother.  The  mortality 
ill  India   has  been   singularly  contrasted   with  oi 
exeiuption  at  home  from  all  serious  public  loBsei 
No  Miniater,  Pari  lain  en  turj  leader,  or  oonspiouou 
man  oE  letters   has   been   removed   from  the  seem 
but   oae   indefatigable    writer    and    politician   hai 
caustid  by  his  deatli  the  sense  of  void  which  follows    I 
the  cessntion  of  any  inveterate  habit.     Mr,  Orokrr. 
was   neither  a  sound   nor   a  geuial  critic,  while  his    i 
liiatorical  esgacily  wau   often  at  Fault  in  the  dettuls.  i 
■with   wliich   it   WM   exclusively   employed.       Yet,    * 
although  it  is  dlilicult  to  define  Itis    chnructeriBtio   ) 
fouulty,  ha   was  undoubtedly  iible  a^  wel!  as  active. 
Disapproved  by  the   wise,  and   unpopular  with  ths    , 
rnultitude,  be  always    commanded    an    audienoe. 
Even,    his    love    of    perionality   was   made  almost 
reapectable  by  hia  skill  in  the  art  of  inflicting  pain, 
and  in  later  years  a  kind  o£  interest  attached  U    ' 
Holf-roade  man  who  resolutely  took  his  stand  oi 
traditions   of  the  Regency.     Many  who  ore  better,    . 
and  who  could  worse  bo  spared,  still  remain  behind, 
but  no  one  will  again  hU  precisely  the  same  position   I 
in  literature  and  society-     The   public  men  who  te-    ' 
member  CiaiLEREAoii  and  Ojinnins  are  i&piA\'5  disi-  ' 
appeariDg,    Their  aacaeaaoM  Ought  to  be  w\aOT  Vj 
the  Mccamulaied  exnerience  ot  oiia  seaeifttiom 
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The  year  which  closes  to-day  will  find  its  place  on 
the  ordinary  level  of  histoTy.  No  eicJusive  int^reBt 
has  nbaorbed  pablic  attetition,  a*  in  l.he  winter  of 
the  Crimean  fiege,  or  during  the  esrlier  period  of 
the  Indian  Mutiny.  Like  one  of  those  Arabian 
nights,  or  cimtoB  of  Axiosto,  vhich  contain  the 
close  of  one  adventure  and  the  cotnnienceinent  of 
another,  the  yea,t  185B  has  taken  up  the  thresda  of 
current  transactioui,  and  it  has  probably  originated 
the  genua  of  future  changes  ;  hut  the  event*  which 
are  included  vrithin  its  limits  can  scarcely  be 
reduced  to  any  artificial  unity.  The  Ministerial 
revolution  was,  in  a  great  degree,  the  result  of  fore- 
gone blunders  ;  the  sacuessfiil,  Iiut  lingerijig 
campaign  in  India  naturally  foilovrsd  u|>on  the 
desperate  sbni^lps  of  the  previous  suramer  and 
autumn,  and  the  tarpid  stnte  of  enterpriBS  ropra- 
sented  the  timid  convalescence  which,  in  the 
rnid»t  of  abundance,  still  recalls  the  great,  com- 
mercial panic.  The  diplomat>[c  aiTarigemfnts  con- 
sequent  en  the   Russian  War  hai'e  been   ostensibly 


change  in  the  national  feeling  with  respi^t  to  ths 
French  alliance,  the  formal  relations  as  well  as  tho 
snbstantial  interests  of  both  countrii^a  still  remain 
the  same.  The  Treaties  with  China  and  •rapan 
rewarded  the  firnmesB  of  the  Minister  and  of  th« 
constiltieiiciBB  after  tKe  abortive  coalition  in  tha 
Bprini;  nf  1S57,  Mr.  Gudstosb's  Homeric  mission 
will  be  more  fully  appreciated  twelve  months  hence, 
if  its  consequencea  are  impnrlant  enough  to  ha 
rnmPmhered  after  so  long  an  interval. 

The  last  year  closed  with  the  tidincs  that  9ir 
Oou-t  C*,iirea,L,  after  relieving  Luuknow,  had 
t^iUDotiuily  tfrBcuated    tka    hoBul»    cKS^tel    end. 


I 


E 

I  of  thi 


imed  to   inflict   a  Eignal   blow  o: 


iiid  Owftliopl 
If  at   Cannpore.     The    sufferings  and  exploit*  I 
of  tlie  belna^iered  garrison  bava  since   been  iaOy  I 
rcEorded  by  Mr,  Bee3  and   Mr.  GTJBBtKS,  and  they   f 
were  worthilj'  commemorated  by  General  Inqlis  in   1 
his  simple  and  eloquent  despatch.     No   episode  of  1 
the  war  bod  escited  so  fsTerish  an  interest  in  Enjf-   f 
land,    and   the   final   rescue   of   the   besiei^ed   wsa 
welcomed  in   every  household   as   if  it  had  been  a 
relief  from  personal  or  domestic  anxiety  ;  but   iha 
common  joy  was  tempered  by  univerBftl  regret   tor 
the  death  of  Havilock,  Aboveevery  other  leader  in 
tlie  war  he  had  been  guueraUy  reco°;nized  as  a  hero 
of   the   ti*ue   nation^  type.     His  simple  aharacter,    . 
his  religions  enthusiasm, and  the  rare  fortune  which  J 
crowned  with   merited   glury  a   loug  life  of   undia- 
tingiiished  devotion  to  doty,  all  appealed  to  the  I 
deepest  aympathies  of  the  pooplo ;  and,  although  n" 
Botdier  coiilil  fall  at  a  happior  moment,  there  was 
natural  feeling  of   dis;ip]yjiiittiiont  t1iat  lie  slionlila 
have     died     before     he   knew   hov   fnlly  he   was  w 
appreciated  by  his   countrymen.     Even  foreigner!  I 
of  English   descent   rcixignincd  in   Havelock  thaJ 
frtvouriCe  oharactorisliea  of  tlie  race  ;  and  when   hia  -^ 
death  was  reported  iit  New  York  the  vessels  ii 
harbour  lowered  their  fl.-igB  in  token   of   mourniog  1 
for  the   gallant  old  foreign  Cieneral.     A  few  weeki  I 
later  the  country  aufJ'ered  ii  Ions  not  leas   painful   ia  I 
the  death  of  Sir  WiLLiist  Pbbi,,  who,  ut  the  head  of    | 
his   Naval   Brigade,  had   performed  the  part  of  a 
brilliant   artillery  oflioer   in   Sir  Colin  Campbell's 
operations.     No   seaman   of   hia   time   appeared  to 
inherit  in  no  large  a  pioportiun  the  calculated  darius   J 
and  the  fehcjtous   entltusiasm  which  ^ave  NelbuS'   / 
the  instinct  of  vietory.     Jf  his  contempt  of  personal   j 
danger   was   eitoosfiise,    he    never    overlooked   the 
minutest   detail  which   could   tend  to  the  safety  ot 
Buocess  of  his  uJidertatings,   for  the   ■m6c'bo.Tl^.ct^ 
Kpt/luda  which  belongs  to  usoiloctorraBdapT'aiiiVBsi 


part  of  his  obaitioter,  and  indicated  h!a  peculiar' 
litaees  for  bis  pTofeaaion.    All  Engliatimen  would 
'    ~  e  rejoicad  to  see  new  lustre  added  by  the  son  to   . 
e  wtucb  bad  been  nuule  famous  by  the  fathsF  J 
ireer  so  widely  difTereut.  I 

f^Bii  OoLiN  Oaui'Gell'^  tetre&t  from  Lucknotr  with  | 
I  vast  and  cumbrous  conroy,  though  : 
pteraUy  recognized  as  a  masterly  feat  of  arms,  h 
'ni  eometimes  censured  by  military  critics.  It 
d  that  the  enemy  was  cowed  by  tbo  cupture  < 
''  r,  and  that  the  Bubsequent  CTaouation  wM 
1  as  a  triumph  of  the  insurgents.  It  ia  n  ' 
rprising  that  the  garrison  should  have  quitted  tl  . 
.me  of  its  heroism  with  regret,  nor  can  it  b«| 
Hibted  that  General    Ikolis   was   justified  i 


mpcUed  to  take  into  coniideration  the  politii 
jjects  of   the   Government.     There  is  no  ^ea< 
^knesa   in  a   General    than    the  disposition  t 
e  materisJ  advantages  to  the   Attainment  of  ^ 
Ig-caUed  moral   cSect,      Tha  respect   and  fear   ( 
IS  will  always  follow  on  the  success  of  con 
^hensive  schemes  of  warfare,  and  it  is  idle  to  tut 
e  from  a  great  purpose  for  the  sake  of   deatroj 
or  anticipatiug   a  popular  delusion.     B 
ttcogade  movement  to  Cnwnpore  Sir  Cdlik   I 
ULI   relieved  his   army  from   the  encumbrance  ci 
Kotecling  women  and  children,  and    his  timeljj 
pival  rnscued  his  rear  guard  and    his   con 
B  from  a  sorious  danger.     Certain  of  rt 
Icknow  without   difhctdty   at  his   own   predatev 
jned  time,  the  Comraander-in- Chief  halted    fd' 
o  montha  at  Cawnpore,  while  his  reinforcemenL 
'e  coming  forward,  and  Ida  lieutenants  and  olIiM 
u  adv.incin^i  from   ditl'erent   directions   towaro' 
e  centre  of  oneiatioim.     In  the   moaiitime   i 
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*»ble  columns  deared  the  neighbouring  di^tr 
from  insurrection,  and  after  two  montha  tfie  aArs 
on  Lncknow  was  resumed  n-itli  an  irresi.itibl 
artillery.  While  tha  main  army  lay  at  Cawn-^ 
pore  General  Ftu*ncs  was  fighting  his  ' 
from  the  Eaat ;  Juso  Bahawkib,  with 
larOT  force  of  Ghoorkas,  descended  from  ITepaul 
and  it  was  hoped  that  Sir  Hugh  Rose  vroulqj 
penetrate  throngli  Central  India  in  time  ' 
take  tt  decisive  part  in  the  operations. 
Jtjres  OrTaAM,  viider  the  orders  of  Kir  OolM 
Gajipbbll,  took  Luckriow  with  little  loss,  but  thUj 
Ghoorkaa  proved  inefficient.  Sir  Hdgi 
was  unavoidably  detained,  and  the  bulk  of  th^L 
garriaon  aucceeded  in  escaping  throt^li  tbtta 
interstices  of  the  investing  army.  Yet  '  "^ 
captnro  of  their  gnns  and  stores,  aa  well  n 
capital  itself,  was  justly  esteemed  B 
that  tbs  war  on  a  large  susle  was  at  an 
although,  it  waa  probable  that  a  long  series  ( 
detached  conflicts  would  still  test  the  vigour  a 
endnrance  of  the  army.  After  the  capture  t 
Lnoknow  the  Commander-in-Chief  once  mor 
remained  stationary  tor  a  time,  while  ho  mode  prff^ 
parationa  for  the  grodujJ  subjunation  of  Oude.  Al|^| 
the  conditions  of  tho  stniggle  had  changed  ai 
the  previous  summer,  and  there  was  no  longer 
occasion  for  such  haste  as  might  be  found  ini 
Bistont  with  any  deliberate  system  of  operntions^ 
The  movements  of  the  first  camiialgn,  terminatin^T 
with  the  siego  of  Delhi,  had  for  their  base  thffj 
remote  and  insecure  position  of  Lahore,  and  BW 
JOB'S  L&wsKNCB  might  at  any  moment  have  been 
forced  to  reaerve  or  to  withdraw  his  reinforcementiJJ 
for  the  indispensable  protection  of  the  Punjab. 
tho  second  campalim  Lord  Clyde  relied  onnis  a 
munieations  with  Calcutta,  and  it  has  Viecii  V»ftv 
obsMT-ed  that  the  true  basis  oE  hift  opetationa  "»i»» 

Loedoaor  SoutimrnDtoa,    The  uncquollediewiMS'iw 
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of  England  tiavo  been  even  more  Btrildngly  dia- 
plsyad  during  tho  present  contest  than  in  the, 
oreuiization  of  tho  powerful  nttttj  which  was 
collected  in  the  Crimen  at  tte  end  of  the  RuBsian 
War.  The  European,  force  in  India  liaa  been  raised 
to  100,000  men,  while  aa  equal  number  remuins  in 
the  United  Kingdom  tis  a  reserve  and  for  thu 
purposes  of  defence.  The  old  prejudice  that  mari- 
time i^eatneas  was  incompatible  with  luilitajy 
Etrength  is  found  by  experience  to  be  the  reverse  of 
the  truth.  It  would  be  more  accurate  to  assert 
that  Gnghsh  armies  huTe  the  means  of  acting 
wherever  they  can  £nd  nn  approachable  sea  coaat 
for  the  commencement  of  their  operation  a. 
Towards  the  dose  of  the  cold  season  Lord 
CLirE  marched  into  the  North  of  Oude,  diapers- 
ioif  with  little  difficulty  the  insurgent  forcM 
which  attempted  resistance  under  the  Begitm, 
the  Nawab  of  Baiieilly,  and  the  Moulvib. 
A  Buccesaful  expedition  was  saddened  by  the  losi  of 
many  valuable  Iives,and  especially  tiiat  of  Brigadier 
AuBiA^  Hope,  one  of  the  moat  eflicient  and  promis- 
ing officers  of  the  army.  Early  in  June  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in  siLspending  active  operations 
for  the  auuimar,  was  able  to  congratulate  his  ti-oopa 
on  the  BupprejsEou  of  nil  opeu  opposition,  aod  on 
the  prospect  of  an  early  termmation  of  the  war.  In 
the  South  a,  brilliant  and  arduous  campaign  waa 
prolonged  for  into  the  summer.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  Sir  Hook  Rosk  began  Ms  march 
from  Indore,  in  the  hope  of  taking  a  part  in  tha 
investment  of  Lucknow  ;  but  the  cluefs  of  Central 
India  were  in  insurrection,  there  were  many  strong 
placea  to  reduce,  and  the  Gwalior  Contingent,  after 
Its  repulse  at  Cawnpovo,  still  held  tugetlier  and 
ivatched  the  passage  of  the  Junma  at  Ciilpee.  At 
Sanger  and  at  Kotah  the  auperinrity  of  the  British 
troops  was  eitabliBhed,and  at  Jhansi  theEANBE,one 
a/'eio  TBmarkable  iflroiflei  who  have  been  produced 
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by  the  war,  was  defeated  in  a  pitchnd  battle,  and 
tha  fortrMS  was  subsequently  Btoimed.     When  the 
CaJpee  Army,  BToiding  a  coUiaion,  marched   south-  r 
wards   upon   Gwalior,    SciNDii'a  troopa,   with   tho^J 
orception  of   his  body-guard,   immediately  joined  f 
the  Mutineers,  bo  that  the  Maharajah,  driven  from  i 
his   capital,  was   compelled   to  take   refuge  in 
English   camp,     air   Huoii   Kobe,  who  was   on... 
point  of  reBigiung  his  command,  instantly  collected 
ftll  the  forces  within  reach,  niarclied  upon   Gwallor, 
defeated   tho   Mutineers,  and  retook   the   fortress,   . 
which  had  been  reputed  improguaWe.     Ths  reatora-  i 
tiun  of  tho  faithful  Mahratta  rulur  formed  a  worthy  i 
termination  to  the  moat  dorinc  i^nd   skilful   among  4 
tlie  Bubsidiary  campaigns  of  the  year.     The  recent  j 
movements  of  the  Uouimander-in-Ghief  in  Uude  ai 
freehingeneralrecollectimi.  Witli  the  Royal  amuesi, 
in  one  hand  and  the  meuoa   of   instant  punishment  J 
in  the  other.  Lord  Clyde  'las  ancceeded  in  procur-  f 
ing  the  Biibmissionof  maaj  troubleiomo  opponent!; 
and  the  Civil  authorities,  following  in  his  traok,  will   I 
probably  be   able,  in  a  limited  period,  to   complete  1 
the  disarmament  of  the  country.    Beyond  the  limits  f 
of  Omle  the  so-cullad  Army  of   the  FEiaHwiii,  oou-    ' 
liding  in  tile  rapidity  of  its  moyenient9,almoei  alone   iH 
maintains  tho  rebellion,  which  once   tlureatened   to   'I 
embrace  the  whole  of  India. 

The  operations  at  Canton,  which  had  been  ui. 
avoidably  suspended  in  consequence   of   the  diver- 
sion of  the  toroea  to  India,   were  brought  to  »  ] 
■uccessful   ooncloaion   at  the  conimanoemenb  of  tha   f 
jear.     Sic  Miohael  S^vmour  and   General   Stbiit- 
SBNZBB,  with  the  aid  of  a  email  French  Contingent,   < 
after  clearing  the  river  and  the   adjacent  creeks   of   1 
the  Chines*  war  junta,  landed  their  troopa   under  1 
ttie  walls   of    Canton   early  in   .lanuary.     The  city  • 
was    taken   with    little    diflioulty  ;     a     Municipal 
Government  was  provisionally  estftbliBheA  \>5   tVio 
t-atkoritr  of  tha  allied  commaadera,  and   the  Com- 
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,  Yeh,  ths  chief  author  of  the  ontrages 
which  had  occasioned  the  irar,  surrendered  himielf 
ox  a  prisoaer  to  the  English..  The  Imperinl  Govern-  ' 
ment  at  Pekin,  however,  BtiU  affected  to  remain 
neutral  io  t!io  dispute,  nnd,  finding  it  uselesa  to 
attempt  necotiationa  from  a  distance,  Lord  Mlqin, 
in  the  middle  of  the  summer,  arrived  at  the  tnouth 
of  tho  Peiho,  irith  tlie  avowed  intention  of  forcing 
hia  way  to  the  capital.  Tlte  attitl  and  spiiit  witli 
which  the  English  ofEoera  crossed  the  har  of  tha 
river,  and  the  inatanlaneous  reduction  of  the  forta 
which  attempted  to  interrupt  the  pn^resa  of  I 
Bquadron,  BBtisfied  the  Chinese  authoritieji  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  acquieaiiinoe  in  an  equitable 
arrangement.  The  Treaty  of  Tien-tsin,  which  eata- 
bliehes  diplomatic  relations  between  Pekin  and  tha 
Kuropoan  Courts,  will  remain  a,  solid  and  honour- 
able monumentof  Lord  Elgik's  judgmentand  ftrm- 
nesa.  While  the  French  auxiliaries  were  anzioua  to 
be  set  at  liberty  for  their  projected  expedition 
against  Cochin  China,  and  the  raprcientnCives  of 
Baaeia  and  America  wore  acting  in  concert  with  tha 
instruments  ef  OMnese  intrigue,  the  English 
Plenipotentiary  succeeded  in  opening  the  Empire  to 
European  commerce,  and  in  obtaining,  for  the  first 
time,  a  distinct  recognition  of  the  equality  between  ■ 
foreigners  and  natives.  The  dteiifrectLon  of  Canton 
was  still  fostered  by  the  local  Mandarins,  with  the 
tacit  consent  of  the  Government,  but  the  English 
negotiator  once  more  pointed  to  the  forces  at  hia 
back,  and  the  Ohinose  Coniinisaioners  have  at  last 
shoim  themBelvea  disposed  to  carry  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Treaty  without  further  evasion.  As 
Boon  aa  the  yrelirainary  articles  were  aigned,  Lord 
JSr.ai!f  set  sail  for  Japan,  and,  anchoring  off  tha 
capital  with  a  jadioioas  disregard  ot  coK7wxWQ\ia.\ 
j^oulties,  h«  received  In  the  form  oi  «.  cowotl«icvi\ 
■i^pjraaierited   iributo  to  the  Tigom  Koiaiiccea* 


ibliahed  with  Eaatc 
Abih,  but  in  providing  a  legnl  baals  for  comlnerciiil 
operations  the  Qovorament  haa  contributed  iia 
proper  share  to  tte  progress  of  oommei'iiul  enfcr- 
priae.  In  the  possible  contingency  of  future  oiiL- 
ragea  perpetrated  at  the  eipenae  of  British  subjects, 
faction  itself  will  henceforth  be  unable  to  treat  a 
TigorouB  demand  for  redress  ob  a  violation  of 
naturaJ  law.  Tfto  imperfect  right  ct  equal  inter- 
course and  of  reciprocal  juBtice  has  been  converted  4 
fay  Lord  Glqut,  under  tho  instnictions  of  the 
GovOTnment  whicli  employed  him,  into  an  obliga- 
tion u  definite  and  aa  siiscoptible  of  enforceraent 
a*  the  maritime  law  of  civilized  nations  or  ths 
stipalatioaa  of  tho  Treaty  ot  Vienna.  The  beHt 
commentary  on  the  capture  of  Giinton  and  on  the 
naval  operations  in  tho  Peiho  is  to  be  found  in  the 
latitfaotion  with  the  resulta  of  tlie  war  which  tho 
loaders  of  the  coalition,  of  18dG  have  expressed 
"whenover  they  have  been  foiced  to  notice  tlis 
Treaty  of  Tien-tain. 

In  all  parts  of  the  world  except  India  and  Ohina 
the  general  peace  baa  only  been  menaced  by  mis- 
understandings and  mmoura,  which  always  recur 
from  time  to  time  in  the  relations  of  great  and 
independent  Powers.  The  alliance  between 
England  and  F::ince  is  still  unbroken,  and  it  may 
probably  be  long  maintained,  through  the  influence 
of  the  common  interest  on  which  it  rests  ;  but  it  is 
impossible  to  den^that  the  friendly  feeling  between 
the  English  nation  and  the  Imperial  Govemroenfe 
has  been  rudely  shaken.  Even  after  the  irritation 
occasioned  by  the  Waxbwsei  Despatch  had  eub- 
sided,  an  unpleaaont  oonsciouanosa  temamai  fc*-^-. 
ifMa  the  conduct  of  the  Housb  oi  ComtaooalMii. 
aoe  been  strictly  dignified,  a   po^ticti  to-oN-citooTi. 


the  aisoourteuiu  remonBtraDco  uf  a  foreign  Gorem' 
xaent.  The  violent  tan's  of  repreMiou,  wmcli  aeemed 
to  eitineuiali  the  last  vestige  of  French  lihertyj 
furnished  a  pretest  or  a.  reason  for  the  ohaiige  o 
popular  feehnt;.  Political  pcdantB  waste  their  tiiD 
m  denoimeiog  the  impropriety  of  criticizing  t"- 
acts  and  inatitiitionB  of  foreijtnerB.  Thu  natioi  , 
character  muat  be  transforuiBd  and  human  natuMt 
itaelf  modified  bi;foro  Euttiishmen  cease  to  take  t 
interest  in  the  attain  of  Earope,and  more  eiipedslly^ 
in  the  fortunes  oE  France.  The  trial  of  MonialbW'  4 
UBKT  produced  almott  as  miicli  excitement  as  if  it  4 
had  token  place  at  the  Old  Bailey,  although  the  J 
eulogy  on  Eut;land  which  constituted  his  oSence  had  1 
of  itself  attracted  little  atteution.  It  is  difficult  to  J 
aayhowfar  theestrBngenientof  feoiins;  is  reciprocal,  f 
or  whether  tlie  festiviil  on  the  inauguration  of  Cher-l 
baiirg  has  strengthened  any  jealousy  irhich  might  1 
have  eusted.  Continental  Princes  are  in  the  hahit  I 
of  visiting  theii*  neighboura,  to  witness  miUtary  dia-  I 
plays  of  forces  which  may  ultimately  ho  directed  j 
against  themselves  ;  and  a  groat  naval  arsenal  oppo-  1 
site  the  Chumiel  Islands  may  he  contemplated  bj  J 
Englishmen  with  similar  equanimity.  If  Orsimi  1 
had  never  comoiitted  his  crime.  Cherbourg  would  J 
probably  have  been  regarded  with  indifiereiice.  I: 
future  English  UovemniGnts  will  be  justified  i: 
cultivating  friendly  relations  with  France,  but  their  .1 
object  win  be  defeated  if  it  is  habitually  proclaimed  1 
without  a  judicious  deference  to  popular  aympathies.  I 
The  rumoura  of  posiibla  hostilities  between  Franc*  1 
and  Austria  in  the  North,  of  Italy  are  probably  with-  I 
out  any  solid  foundation,  but  they  seem  to  indioatva 
a  diminished  reliance  on  the  prudence  and  modera*! 
tion  of  the  French  Government,  it  is  highly  im-fl 
ffobahlB  that  liussia  sliould  be  induced  hyany' 
uapalae  of  ambition  or  resentmenl  ■*«  Yf"^"^*^^  *  ' 
coJUaion  which  would  aeriovialy  in\jE'Tift'ce  wWn  ^ct 
e^Jtt  experimeat  of  iuteraal  rrfotm,  T^%^\n.v»v"* 


8.  SI  1 

Alexakseb  has  undertuken,  in  propastiig  Uie  o 
mutation  uf  servile  tenures,  a  task  which  was 
formidable  for  the  baaate-.l  courage  of  his  father,  A  1 
mora  partial  aud  liiiuted  fomi  oE  BerCdnm  has  been  I 
snncesKfully  aholisliud  within  fifty  yeara  in  many  I 
parts  of  the  Continent.  The  Eocini  and  ccoooinii^  | 
difficulties  of  the  change  are  proliably  t^realac 
Kussia  than  in  Germany,  but  there  is  no  reason 
Buppoee  that  the  Eufebosi'h  project  is  eithei  I 
chimerical  or  revolutionary.  The  Russian  peasant  J 
ia  industrioufl,  versatile,  and  fond  of  money,  and  it  1 
the  adjustment  is  fairly  mode  he  will  soon  under- 
stuid  the  adviintage  of  commuting  perional  seivicea 
into  fixed  payments,  aud  of  exemijting  liimself  from  J 
an  authority  cUich  is  always  liable  todegenftrate  into  I 
Dppreision  and  caprice.  Tlie  prosperity  of  advancing  1 
cirilization  would  rendar  the  Russian  ^Empire  at  the  I 
same  tima  more  powerful  at  home  aud  lean  for-  I 
niidabie  to  its  neighbours,  aud  ono  standing  temp-  1 
tation  to  diplom^itic  aggression  has  been  removed  1 
by  the  virtu^  abdication  of  Frbokkick.  Wn.LtAM  of  I 
Pbttbsia.  The  Rkhent  la  underatood  to  hava  1 
eniaucipated  himself  from  the  baneful  influencal 
wliioh  still  aiTected his  brother's  mind,  although  it'1 
was  no  longer  maintainud  by  the  stronger  will  of  the  1 
Emperor  Nicholas.  There  is  teason  t«j  hope  that! 
both  in  his  domestic  and  in  his  foreign  policy  th9  J 
Prince  of  Pi:u!(£Ia  will  coiisult  the  true  interests  of  I 
bis  country,  A  majority  of  Moderate  Liberals  in 
the  Chamber  is  prepared  to  act  in  concert  with  the 
Ministry,  and  the  Parliamentary  system  may  gradu- 
ally become  vigorous  and  permanent  if  the  repre*  1 
sentativea  of  the  nation  learn  to  act  in  harmony  l 
with  the  Cnowif,  while  they  avoid  the  danger  of 
compromising  their  own  independence. 

The  satisfHotory  fej'm/aatjon   of  the  S(is.po\iW 

disi/atB    by  the  i-eleaao   and    oompenaation   ol   ftiB  * 

^"^^i'^fS'i^'^r'  '^^''  no  diplomatic  <>^«aV\o-n. 


'  the 
Th«H 
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except  the  final  Bottlemeut  of  the  Moldaviaii  and 
WaU&cliioD  Constitution.      After  on    imnecessftry 
.dkjilfty  of  warmth,  tha   French   Government   c 
Beded  in  estBLlishing  a  partial  iiulon  of  the  pi 
incet,  whicli   will    probably  eivo   i 
btriguei  and  oomplicationB.     England   and  Auitn 

(1  prorioiisly  defeaited  the  project  of   oreating  a  ._ 
^iependent  Princijiality  on  the  Danube  ;  Franco 
ind  Rnasift  desired  in  turn  to  iDake  their  influence 
in  the  negotiations,  and  Lord  Pjlmerston.vIio 

.   fltaadily  Bupported   the   former  policy   of  the 

VestsTQ  alliance,  wm  no  longer  in  office,  ThfH 
proapoots  of  Turkey,  under  the  openttioi 
French  diplomaoy,  are  by  no  meana  e 
When  Prince  Dakiel,  uf  Montenegro,  had  t 
"le  opportunity  of  inflicting  a  treooheroiiB  defcatoS^ 
ia  hereditary  enemies,  the  interpoaitiou  of  France 
revented  the  Ottoman  Government  from  pro- 
ecutin^  the  wat.  In  Oaudia  foreiicn  intriguoD 
I  Ohriitian  population  on  the  verge  ft 
Kbellion,  and  Rt  Joddah  the  barbarous  fanati- 
I  of  the  local  authorities  has  noceaaitated 
__  iroua  nieasurea  of  repression,  which  are  sonicely 
mpatible  with   the   nominal   Sovereignty  of   the 

I  The  American  Government  haa  only  diaooTered 
Iritlitn  an  entire  year  a  aingle  grouud  of  complaint 
jtinat  England,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that,  in  dis- 
^^jning  a  auppoBed  Right  of  Viait  whioh  had  no 
Inundation  in  mtemational  law,  IiOi'd  llll^lHBTTltY 
all  have  done  aomethiug  to  mitisate  the  chionio 
,«ilousy  wliioh  American  orators  affect  in  compli- 
jsent  to  the  Irish  immiijnintB  and  the  indigenous 
Ikbble.  In  his  recent  Mciisiige  to  Oon^reaa  the 
btKSiDBNT  confines  hii  menaces  to  Mexico,  to 
I,  and  to  the  feeble  Republics  of  the  lathmns 
„..d  oi3oath  America.  It  la  not  impossible  that  in 
«  Awj-esra  the  offidal  lant^ua^eoi'^aa'w.iigwa'iim.l 
reoiorocate    the  good  iediBii  wtoi^x  «  Ki\Keii«*i&. 


I  the  xwopls  of  the  tJnited  St.T.tes  at  every 
o  meeting  in  England. 

The  earliost  domestic  event  of  the  year  excited  an 
intereBb  wbich  was  altogether  ucomitccted  with  its 
poUticnl  importance.  Olxervers  who  had  long 
appreciated  the  adTnntages  of  Constitutional 
Monoiohyand  the  per^cnml  qualities  of  the  reigning 
BovBKBlGs  were  aurpriaed  by  the  Bjinpathy  which 
the  niatriage  of  the  Prinpesh  Royal  called  forth  in 
every  houaehold  in  the  kingdom.  No  publio  rejoio- 
iag  in  recent  times  has  been  go  genuine  and 
epontaneoua,  and  a  Jarf^e  portion  of  the  popular 
enthusfaBm  must  bo  attributed  to  the  reapcot  and 
attachment  which  are  justly  entertained  tor  the 
QuBEV.  The  diatinctive  character,  however,  of  the 
occasion  oonaiated  in  the  eager  participation  of  the 
itOD-political  sex.  There  never  waa  a  litter 
opportunity  for  celebrating  n  fsBtival  in  honour  of 
domeBtic  hRppinesa.  Every  woman  feels  absorbing 
iuterest  in  an  ordinary  wedding,  and  in  their  high 
and  equal  station,  their  well  proportioned  years.and 
their  mutual  affection,  the  Hoyal  couple  seemed  to 
be  forming  an  ideal  union,  like  a  maTriage  in  soma 
novel  which  all  the  world  was  simultaneously  read- 
ing. Any  advantiiga  whioh  may  hereaftsr  accrue  to 
Eiujlond  or  to  Prussia  from  the  family  connesion 
will  be  welcome  rehen  it  is  attained,  but  the 
PniNOBsa  Royal  will  best  fulfil  the  kind  wishea 
which  accompanied  her  departure  by  enabling  her 
oountrywomen  to  know  that  she  ia  happy  in  her 
husI}Bnd  and  har  home. 

A  few  daya  before  the  marriage  Oiu^nn'B  atrocious 
attempt  to  assasainate  the  Empbroe  had  produced 
as  strong  a  feeling  of  indignation  in  England  as  in 
Kranco  itself.  The  extraordinary  bluuders  wl\i.c\». 
conrerced  publio  Bymoathj  into    national   teaent- 

uuj^sasant  d»c^Mlon3  wJiich  ate  fresli  ia 
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plicationa  which  followed  iroro  fully  recorded  in 
owu  coIumnB,  botli  at  tha  time  and  at  the   cIdkb   of  4 
the   Session,  and   the   Etoi^  hox  since  heen  worn  ^ 
threndbaro  in  the  apologetic  or  boaatftil   baranf^es  I 
of  Hutninaal  oratoia  iti  the  proviiiuas.    On  the  isaiis  J 
which  decided   the  fall   of   the  late  Ministry  theraJ 
can  be  little  doubt  that  the  majority  of  the   HouM^ 
of  Commons  was  in  the  wrong.     Lord  Paluehstok  <■ 
had  asaerMd  the  hnnoiir   of  !Guglalid  with  a  high  f 
hand   ill   all   Berions   negotiations,  and  even  in  tha  I 
ducieive  debate  his  most  bitter  sntagonist  taunted  | 
hint    with    his    Bucceas  in   defeating  French   i 
HusBiBu  maitu<iiiTei  in  the  East.   The  Minister  who  1 
had  lately  commanded  uuiveraal  confidence  was  tha  q 
proper  judge  of  a  diplomatic  inrni  ;  and  it  is  iioto- 
riouB  that  the  present  LJovemmenthoEHinue  exceeded 
its  predecessors  in  devotion  to  the  Imperial  allianca. 
Nevertheless,  it  ia  as  iiselwu  to  queation  the  prevail- 
ing opinion   of    Parliament  a»   to   arfnie  with  the 
master  of   thirty  legions.     There   can  be  no  doubt  J 
tliat  lbs  House  of  Commons  was  tired  of  the  Whigf 
Ministry,  and  that  the  coalition  wliich  t.jnk  advaa-  1 
tageof  UusiNi  's deli niiuenoiea  would  soon  have  found^ 
or   made   an   oppoi'tunity  of   iinitin;;  in  th 

Elishment  of  the  common  purpose.  The  lu 
ination  of  Party  impulsM,  of  sectional  gtievancMfifl 
and  of  individud  ambitions  rendered  it  afterwards* 
impossible  to  affirm  the  plain  and  neceasory  truth.'^ 
which  WHS  embodied  in  Mr.  CAitnwBLL'a  uiianswer'  M 
able  resolution.  In  a  certain  sense,  all  potitioal  I 
defeats  ore  justly  descrvBd,and  Lord  Pai.mbb3TON''h  J 
RBGursdly  formed  no  exception  to  the  rule,  instead  ] 
of  talcing  advantage  of  a  strong  position  t 
with  confidanco  and  vigour,  ha  imprudently  ra-^ 
lied  on  the  temporary  popuUrity  by  which  hiMim 
pajii  serricea  bad  been  rewarded;  mv4  vl  ^.\w^ 
cpiiij  try  has  derived  no  especial  beneti-t  hom  M 
'  '^'^^  "/  Oovevmasnt.    official     BUteataftn.    '^^ 


enjoyed  the  opportujiity  of  lewTiing  an  important 

Th«  political  calm  which  Followed  tJin  closa  of  th* 
Bession  was  first  partiully  interrupted  by  the 
BonoHnoement  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  strange  niisaion 
to  the  Ionian  Islands,  under  the  faDtestlo  title  nt 
"Lord  High  Commissioner  Eztraordiuary."  The 
pupuhir  Constitution  whioh  an  unluuky  caprice  hod 
bestowed  on  the  islands  had  given  full  scope,  under 
the  superintendence  of  temporizing  Governors,  to 
the  intri}(ueB  nnd  violence  of  native  demntfOKUe}. 
For  some  years  seditious  language  has  been  the 
passport  to  office,  tind  there  has  consequently  been 
nn  abundant  anpply  of  n.  kind  of  patnotiiQi  whioh 
waa  at  the  same  time  profitable  and  popular.  The 
hostility  of  the  Clu^stian  population  of  tho  main- 
l»nd  to  the  Turkish  Uoveriitnent  has  given  a 
spuriously  nationnl  direction  to  Ionian  clamour  and 
intrigue  ;  and  after  the  coucoasion  of  every  local 
demsjid  whioh  the  ingenuityof  faction  cotltd  devise, 
the  Assembly,  the  MunicipaJities,  and  the  Press 
have  concentrated  tlieir  prutensions  on  the  project 
of  a  union  with  the  Kingdom  of  Greece.  It  only 
remained  for  the  English  Government  to  choose 
between  the  surrender  of  the  Protectorate  nnd  the 
determination  to  enforce  upon  the  lonians  the 
necessary  condition  of  order  and  submission  ;  and 
the  choice  was  still  further  narrowed  by  the 
necessity  of  obtaining  the  sanction  of  tho  Great 
Powers  to  tile  abandonment  of  an  obligation  which 
had  been  imposed  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  A 
niisaion  which  seemed  to  imply  a  confession  of  past 
errors,  as  it  professedly  encouraged  the  hopeof  new 
concessions,  was  only  rendered  more  mischievous 
by  the  reputation  and  position  of  the  eloquent  but 
eccentric  statesioan  wJiam  Sir  E.  B.  LiTTOS  oitt's 
enBounceit  in  bis  ch^TBct^T  of  an  eminent  "HomeTvc 
>^«lar.  Mr.GLADSTosB's  weJI-known  RvrapafhwR  Iot 
tJ.a  Gn«,ir  r^  ^a  faith  mi^rht  probably  mia\eeA  t^^* 


hidgment,  while  they  would   certainly  foil   in 
Wliating  native  discontent,  and  it  w»3  certain   tu 
'1  his  subtlety  would  fail  to  find  a  middle  terf 
ttween    the    tnHintenftnca   and   the  abandonmod 
Bof  the  Protectorate,     Sir  Jonn  Yoong's  awkvi 
Battempt  to  soItb  the  difficulty  by  giving  up  t 
pemoter  islands  transpired  tlirough  the  negli 
Vof  a  BubordiDate  offlcuil  at  the    most   embam 
^tnonient,and  henceforth  the  hopes  of  the  denu^og 
■'Will   only  be  checked  by  the   most  vip;orous  asU 
*tion  of  the  protecting  Buthorit7.     Mr.  OtiDSTOKl 
K'experiment  may  already  be  described  as  a  hopel^ 
ffoilure.     His  enthmiasm   for  the  Greek  cause  a~ ' 
Kbis  extraordinary  deference  to  the  local  ecclea 

a  too  sincere  and  too  unacoountftbla  for  f 
jduhtyot  a  race  pre-eminent  in  the  cunning  whi 
belongs  to  imperlect  civiliraition,  Uis  hearty  di 
tolay  of  symp!i,thie«  not  nsually cherished  by  Engli« 
en  is  nnturally  mistaken  for  coarse  affectation  tf 
le  Oorfiotes,  and  in  the  smaller  islands  lie  haa  befl 
Mnerally  met  by  ostentatioua  demands  tor  a  t 
iritli  the  Kingdom  of  Greece.  His  proposed  vilj 
*o  Athena  wiU  not  fail,  while  it  g^atiHes  his  olassiofl 
.  ongiugs,  to  suggest  the  probability  of  a  secref 
rn^otiation  for  the  transfer  of  the  Septinsular 
^dominions.  The  principal  result  of  his  mission  will 
rohahly  be  displayed  in  his  early  coalition  with  the 
Fpresont  Government,  bnt  it  is  unfortunate  that  W^ 
t  klliance  which  has  long  appeared  probable  shonl*^ 

V  1m  conimmmated  by  an  unneoeisary  sacrifice  ( 
T  jnterests  connected  with  an  important  dependency,  4 

The  latt«r  part  of  the  autumn  has  been  disturbs) 

V  b^  tlie  csmmencement  of  a  partial  Reform  agittf 
t  'bon.  The  pledge  which  Lord  J  ohit  RuRsstj 
froluBteered   seven   or   eight   years   ago   has    b 

doptedwith  a  iind  of  lukowarm  Ba%cTOeaft>5^  c- 
Sncceaaire  GoverBmeni,  bnt  tVi©  porioimKiida  ol  'iJaf' 
promise  woa  interrupted    by  t^ie  Cr"vmeKn.^'^a.T.»•■^*■ 
At  r&rioaa  chaneea  of  Ministry.  dowaW  ^lis  w^-. 


nation  of  Lord  Palmeestos.  Lord  Djirby  hu 
followed  the  eiample  of  his  predecesHora,  and  it 
e«etna  certain  that  soiae  project  of  the  kind  will  l-a 
hroiight  forward  and  eerioualy  discussed  in  tha 
tjeuion  of  1869.  The  necessity  of  recdnBtructiii); 
the  rapresentativB  system  ho*  heoomo  a  politictil 
formola,  which  is  commonly  repeated  witH  a  care- 
lens  fluency,  indicating  little  depth  of  conviction  ; 
but  EUi  nbsencB  of  theoretical  Hymmetry,  though  it 
niny  involve  no  real  coni'eiuence,  becomoB  indefen- 1 
Bible,  and  even  praoticaily  injurious,  when  it  ia 
made    the    subject    of    univeraaj    remark.      It   is 

Ksaibte  to  deriae  a  scheme  of  Reform  which  may 
harmless  and  even  beneQcial,  but,  unluckily, 
admiring  artists,  in  proposing  to  repair  the  fabric 
of  the  Constitution,  introduoe  coaipetitara  wlio 
deairej  like  Mr.  Brioht,  to  Biibatituta  a  now 
American  contTivuncc.  Nineteen- twentieths  of  the 
HoQse  of  Commons  would  have  been  well  content 
to  dispense  with  tho  measure  which  derives  its 
origin  from  the  initiative  of  Lord  John  Russeli., 
and  of  the  residue  a  very  small  fraction  approves 
the  doctrines  which  have  been  preached  at  birming' 
ham  alid  Manchuster.  For  the  discontent  which 
may  follow  tha  rejection  of  Bwoeping  projects  all 
parties  are  in  various  degrees  responsible.  The 
movement  has  hitherto  been  oidy  maintained  by 
the  activity  of  one  indefatigable  agitator,  and,  to 
keep  up  the  interest  of  aucoeasive  meetings,  it  has 
been  found  necesiaty  to  digress  into  many  sabjeola 
■wiioll;y  unconnected  with  Reform.  A  powerful  and 
■elf-willed  orator,  Mr,  Bhiqht  finds  sympathetic 
hearers  to  applaud  opinions  and  argumenta  which 
lease  in  cooler  moments  no  serioua  convictions 
behind.  The  Birmingham  assembly  cheered  the 
denunciation  of  ariEtocratio  proneneaa  to  war,  i 
the.v  wDuW  iAree  joara  sijjce  have  welcomed  ->-, 
^"^^^J^T^"* '*!'■''""'  ^'■'^tocratia  coldivBM  nd 


land  Mr.  Bbigbi  sought  to  take  advantage  of  Iocs, 
jealoiisies  by  deulaimiiig  against  the  territorial 
monopoly  of  the  great  lauded  propiietora  ;  and  on 
both  uocMions  it  was  evident  that  he  dutrastad  thai] 


revolutionary  exciteu'ent  is  iUiiatrated  by  the  com-  ^ 
pulaory  abuidoiuuent  of  the  scheme  for  carving  out 
the  country  into  equal  electontl  diatricta.  The 
existing  constituenuies  ara  buginning  tu  undentand 
that  their  own  prucuaal  disfrancbiaeraent  would 
fiilloiT  from  the  pruject  whieh  Mr.  BitmuT  origin- 
ally advocated,  as  he  still  holds  it  in  reserve- 
Reformers  may  trauifer  and  subdivide  ri|;hts  of 
voting,  but  no  ingenuity  can  create  an  additional 
atonv  of  political  [Kjirer,  and  It  Iras  to  meat  a,  growiiu; 
donviction  of  thistiuth  that  IVIi'.Bbigui  lately  apulu- 
ulzed  far  liis  plan,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  onljr 
inci'eosa  the  conHtit.uenoyof  BdiiibucgU  by  a  limited 
percentage.  It  ia  dilHcult  to  dinabuae  Kuglishmea 
of  their  hereditary  beUef  tltat  every  franohise  is  at 
the  same  time  a  privile<;e  and  a  trust.  The  com- 
parative modortition  of  detiia;;o);ueB  ia  the  liighest 
tribute  to  the  good  aenseand  sound polit leal instiuut 
of  a  nation  iniinemorialJy  free. 

TJie   political   (womTonoea    of    the    year   havij 

esercised    little    influence    over  the    condition   oC 

industry  and  trade,  for  the  rosulta  of   Lord  Slgin'^ 

Treedies   «U1    only   be    felt    after    a    cousiderabla 

interval.   Motwithstanding  tlia  dieapneas  of  money, 

commerce  has  languished   in   consequence   of   the 

monetary  crisis  of   1857,  or  rather  by  a  neceasary 

reaction  from  the  previous   aysteni   of   overtrading. 

Two  great  mechanical   experiments   of  the   highest 

commercial  iuipoitanue  liave  been  succesafuUy  tried, 

although   neither  tlie   Atlantia   Telegraph   nor  the 

giant  ahip  have  yet  been  btuM^W.  inVo  \\o»^\tfti. 

operation.        The      delay  in.    ttie    Wmdn.   kA     ■*.* 

J^viathan  and  Lha  uciforLviiiB.te    ii:BJi^.^itft    ol-  "Ca* 


(K^eanic  cable  have,  unhappily,  cnused  disappolnt- 
nisnt  and  loss  to  the  projectore  of  both  undertak- 
ings, but  it  hao  been  positively  asKertained  that  all 
parts  of  the  worid  may  be  brought  intn  teleftraphio 
communication,  and  there  ia  every  reason  to  bebeve 
thftt  ordinary  trs Hie  will  lienceforth  be  made  cheaper 
and  ouicker  Dv  the  economy  of  space  and  powoi  in 
veBBels  ot  colosaal  siae.  While  pnhtic*!  observers 
are  oiten  tempted  to  doubt  the  progress  ot  man- 
Itiid,  it  is  TOtiBtactoiy  that  in  one  great  department 
human  intelligence  is  becoming  every  day  mote 
active  and  more  truitfiil.  The  generatiun  which 
has  diacoveTcd  milwajs  and  photi^raphy  and 
electric  telegraphs  entertains  a,  conviction  unknown 
in  former  ages — that  it  has  but  raised  the  lid  which 
covers  an  inexhaustible  treanure  of  profitable  knoW' 
ledge.  England  has  contiibated  more  than  her 
•ham  to  the  mechan-eal  inventions  which  necessarily 
become  the  common  propertyoEthe  civilized  world  j 
but  higher  qualities  are  implied  in  the  prouder 
boast,  that  alone  among  European  natti-int  she 
possesses  the  secret  of  orjtaiiio  freedom,  which  con- 
sists in  willing  nliedioncc  to  limited  and  reapundblo 

1859. 

Tlie  year  which  ends  this  day  fitly  termiuateB  n 
decade  in  which  domestic  prosperity  and  advance- 
ment have  been  only  intemipted  by  a  constant  suc- 
ceuion  of  eitemal  dtsturbanres  and  surprises.  The 
shallow  theorist  who,  about  the  bepinning  of  the  pre- 
Bent  reign,  Announced  that  the  age  of  history  wns 
over,  would  probably  linvo  arrived  at  an  oppofile 
eondusion  if  he  had  lived  a  few  yeaTB  longer.  ' 
Reoeijl  Mjrnals  resemble  a  serial  totomicb,  in  wtt\c\\ 
"■•  saccesgiro  chapter  ia  distlnguiBhsd  >)y  WTOftJ 
B-*™'/  1^  OMfxpeoted    tarn   ot    iortMM 
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beat)  rennered  memorable  bj  bd  unforeatiBn  ciisll  J 
or  catastrophe  of  its  own.  In  1850  the  reaction,  J 
already  triiimpbaot  in  other  parts  of  the  Continent,  I 
ima  visib!;  impending  over  France,  but  public  at-  I 
tention  was  principally  directed  to  the  armatnanta  I 
which  seemed  to  indicate  the  approach  of  on  J 
internecine  struggle  between  Austria  and  Prussia.  J 
A  few  montba  later  the  quarrel  had  peen  suppressed  J 
by  the  dictatorial  interference  of  the  Emperor  1 
IflCHOLt^,  and  by  the  end  at  1851  it  waa  forgotten  ,1 
in  the  excitement  uf  the  sutceBsful  conspiracy  whioh  J 
re-established  despotiEin  iu  France.  In  1852  the, 
Bmpire,  which  bad  been  pretiouisly  proclaimed  aa 
the  synonym  of  peace,  woa  formally  inaugurated  by  J 
the  hiaraphant  adventurer  who  alone  amon«  ail  hia  J 
contcmporiuies  had  believed  beforehiuul  iu  his  < 
singular  destiny;  In  1853  the  newly-crnw 
E«l'ES0it  took  occaaicm  to  interfere  in  the  eaoleslaaij 
tical  afibira  of  Jerusalem,  and  consequently  BussiaS 
and  Turkey  neie  in  the  autumn  %hting  on  thai 
Danube,  while  nil  the  diplomatists  of  Europe  wi^ra 
eniiaged  in  impotent  rabrts  to  avert  the  mora 
general  war  which  finally  broke  out  in  the  following  ,, 
year  ;  1S5-1  was  made  famous  by  the  victory  on  the  ' 
Altna,  by  the  glorious  blunder  of  BalatUava,  and  by 
tlie  desperate  heroism  which  prevailed  at  Inker- 
mann  ;  and  in  the  latter  port  of  the  year  a  nation 
which  had  almost  forgotten  the  traditions  of  war 
waa  penetrated  nith  oveinhelming  auxiety  for  tha 
safety  o!  the  remnant  of  the  Crimean  force.  The 
efforts  wluch  regenerated  the  English  Army  would 
Iiave  sufficed  to  render  1855  moniorable,  even  if  the 
war  had  not  been  virtually  terminated  by  the 
capture  of  Sebaatopol.  In  18u6  there  was  a  lull  in. 
tlie  political  atmosphere, while  the  Congress  of  Paria, 
n-aa  recording  the  results  of  tlie  was  ■,  mittio  ca,U- 
— 1  bat  slightly  luSaA  by  on*  o^  ftie  ^btiq?- 
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,*^^^brences  with  Amerioa  whiob  geQeTitW^  cnmV  -iltia 
/*BP«wpAo/a  j-reaidentialelectiou.    \v>.  "Om  t^^avi 


umtrix  wuisaiXpi^ESS.  Ml 
of  1857  a  foreign  Mioister  congratulated  an  £)ng1iah 
friend  on  the  hoppy  condition  of  a  psopla  which 
iesmed  la  have  no  more  pressing  grievance  tlmn  the 
presenoe  of  some  inti-usive  cows  in  one  of  the  pubho 
porks.  A  fortnight  later  the  nena  of  the  Indinn 
Mutiny  arrived,  and  hj  the  niiddle  nf  tho  aummer 
it  \raa  known  that  a  |handful  of  EuropeanH  was 
fighting  for  life  and  death  witli  the  entire  Bengal 
'.unwanted  in  open  rebellion  agoinst  EnK- 


—  _-_ «  of  Cawnporo,  the  pre»eryatioa  of  the 

Punjab,  the  aiege  oi  Delhi,  and  the  inarch  of 
Hayelock  on  Lucknow— resulted  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  in  a  confidence,  not  imcheckered  by 
anxiety,  that  the  fortune  of  England  would  still' 
lUfUDtaan  itself  in  India.  The  victories  of  Lord 
Clyde  and  hia  lieutenants,  and  the  general  pacificn- ' 
tion  which  gradually  followed, completed  the  cycle  of 
th«  great  Kasteru  struggle  m  the  course  of  1858,; 
Twelve  months  ago  san^ine  obaervera  might  have 
hoped  that  a  stormy  period  was  to  be  followed  by  a 
corresponding  interval  of  security  and  repose. 

Jn  ilomostic  affuirs,  the  equal  balance  of  parties 
and  the  consequent  instability  of  Cabinets  have 
been  found  compatible  during  tlie  last  ten  years 
with  general  contentment  and  progress.  T]ie 
Reform  question  was  reopened  by  Lord  John 
Kdbsell  when  his  Government,  about  the  beginning 
of  the  period,  was  rapidly  declining  in  popularity 
and  power  ;  but,  notwithstanding  diligent  nursing, 
and  all  but  unanimous  udbesiuu  on  the  part  of  poli- 
tical leaders,  the  agitation  is  even  now  only  on  the 
eva  of  arriving  at  an  artificial  and  undeaired  success. 
The  country  has  been  employed  rather  in  profiting 
by  prcTiouB  amendnients  of  its  institutions  thwti  in 
recommencing  the  proceai  of  or{,'anio  legi3l&ti(m> 
The  profoua J  security  ol  ISoO  Iclt  the  commuinW 
Mt  k^i>rf  for  th^  aloi-m    Olid    irritaUoa 
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I  followed  on  Cardinal  Wisemak's  bombastic  fleflancB 
r  of  English  feuling,  and  on  the  ill'tiitied  ai^ceptuiice 
I  of  the  challengiQ  in  tha  letter  to  tiie  BiBliop  of 
K'DritUAM.  The  Parliamenttuy  deiaoiialratlon  n-hlch 
1  occupied  ihe  onsuiug  Seasion  acarcsly  divided  tha 
P  public  interest  with  the  gurgeous  Exliioition  of  Arts 
r  «iid  Manufai'tiuea  in  the  Hjde  Purk  Crystal  Palace. 
V  So  original  enterprise  r^f  the  kind  has  ever  b<;r;n 
r  equally  popular  and  suceaaaful,  for  the  brilliant 
t  display  whicli  took  place  in  Paris  four  years  later 
r  teas  professedly  copied  from  the  Engliatt  undertake 
f  Itig.  It  was  said  that  mora  than  a  million  of 
r  Btrangers  were  attracted  to  London  by  the  Eihibi- 
1  tlon,  and  during  tiie  whole  oiunmer  the  moat  care- 
r  less  observer  ivas  aware  of  an  unusual  crowd  in  tlio 
f  streets.  In  some  depal'tuieuts  of  industry  per- 
t  maiient  improvements  have  arisen  from  the  op- 
I  porlunity  of  comparing  various  products,  and  tna 
r  novel  application  of  gloss  and  iron  to  the  highest 
[  purposes  of  architecture  has  be<?n  perpetuated  on  a 
f  colossal  scale  in  the  Crj'stal  Palace  at  Sydenham. 
,  The  triumph  of  medianic.il  art  and  of  commercial 
f  associations  was  so  complete  as  to  furnislk  some 
1  for  the  optimists,  wlio  found  in  the  con- 
lof  sight  EoetiL)>forciKiioi'anplcd!{eof  universal 
P  and  ]Mrpetual  poate.  At  the  Siime  time,  not- 
I  witliBtending  the  increasing  weakness  of  tlie  Go- 
P  vemment,  domestic  dilfcreuces  appeared  to  havs 
I  terminated  with  tho  passing  nf  the  Ecclesiastical 
f  I'itles  Bdl,  and  tho  year  was  almost  at  an  end  wiien 
[  the  dismisx»l  of  the  ablest  member  of  tho  Cabinet 
r  by  his  official  superior  commenced  or  announced  the 

Brsonal  dissensions  which  have  sinct  deprived  the 
beral  majority  of  lialf  its  natural  atrenglh.  Ah 
f.  toon  as  Parliament  met  in  1352  Lord  Palmekstos, 
y_sinid  geaeml  merriment,  took  an  opportunity  o' 
giving hia  Ints  coileague  Irom  powei,  ai\iinv\i«i, 
^RBi-'s  consequent  acceaaion  fliBDTiiiciptAwisn**^ 
f  ^o  Torj  parlj  v/eiQ   for  tb.a  &iat  t\ni«  «Ano.i.w» 
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to  office.  Mr.  DiaRAKLi,  Mr,  Waipoie,  Sir  JoH-f 
Pakimgton,  and  Mr.  He.vlet  have  justified,  h.v 
thair  aiibeequent  career,  the  disteniTuent;  of  their 
chiefjbut  the  experiment  of  &  Protectioiiiat  Ministry 
woa  principslly  remarkable  for  the  detiiiitive  absn- 
dunweutuf  Protection.  As  lung  as  thu  preientdistij. 
liulion  of  political  power  Hocui'ts  a,  predominance  to 
the  more  intelligent  claHses,  Free  Trade  ia  hence- 
furtfa,  like  Parliainuntary  representation  or  Minis- 
terial reBponaibility.notso  much,  a  prevalent  opinion 
ns  an  article  of  nutioiml  faith.  A  general  electira 
left  Lord  Derby's  Government  id  a  minority,  and, 
aftaralierce  uonfiiotover  Mr.  DiSHAELi'sinjudiciotis 
Budget,  the  Heiise  of  Commons  passed  a  vote  iti 
the  middle  of  December  which,  necessitated  the  for- 
mation of  a  new  Miniatry.  In  tiie  autumn  of  18ii3 
the  Duke  of  Wkllixoto!!  died  in  the  fulness  of 
age,  two  years  after  Sir  Bobetlt  Pcel's  prenuLture 
death,  The  pageani  of  the  Duke's  public  funeral 
waa  ennobled  by  the  universal  reverence  wliich  y/:is 
felt  even  more  deeply  for  his  strong  and  Bimple 
character  than  for  hia  great  achievements.  No 
atutesmau  Irns  since  taken  the  place  in  public  esti- 
mation which  was  occupied  by  WEiirfiToS  and 
Peel  in  their  later  ycara,  iiTespective  of  party 
opinion  and  foeliiig. 

Tlia  AfiERnKUfj  rrovemnient  of  1S53,  strong  in 
the  ability  and  political  foUoirlng  of  its  members, 
might  probably  have  remained  poworftil  and 
prosperous  for  a  long  period  if  the  Russian  War  had 
not  intervened.  Mr.  Gi^juiSTOMR'a  comprelienajve 
financial  measures  were  calculated  to  increase  the 
prosperity  wiiich  was  anticipated  with  reasonable 
cxmudence,  and   it   could   scarcely  be  torcaefin  tlmt 

,  Xiord  Abbeuee7<'»  estveme  anxiety  for  peace  wovili 
become  a  prinejpaj  aecondnry  canse  oE  a.  iormiia\i\e 
and e.tpeasivB  war.     Ia  ISai  a  Keicrra'B\V\,  w^uc'a 

LwS^.r'  '"   "*"    ^'l-'it^ble   spirit  bj  l^i 
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amnmarilx  tUrowu  over  \fj  ^^**  1 
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House  of  OommoDE  on  the  Batisfactor^  pretext  thnt 
it  was  impassible  in  the  crisis  of  a  great  Etmg^le  to 
puy   due   attention   to   erganio   projects  of  diange. 
Future  experience  may,  perhaps,  show  t!mt  it  would 
liave   heen   nisei   to   dispense   with    the  plauaible 
exuuao,  and  to  buy  off,  at  tho  coat  of  a,  limited  evil, 
indelimte  possibilities  of  niitcliief.     The   news  from 
the  Crimea  would  hafs  been  fatal  to  the  Govern- 
ment even  if  the  ancioat  Whig   leader  had    not  at- 
tempted to   anticipate  the    fall  of  his  colleagues. 
Xxiid  Paxhsksxon   Bucceedcd  to  the  head  of  a&iis 
lit  the  beginning  of  1 855,  when  the  crisis  was  already 
passing,   and   the  popularity   which  attended   the 
.   tuccess  of  the   following   campaign,  after    carrying 
him  safely  through   the   Session  of  1856,  seemed  to 
ba  increased  and  conlirmed  by  his  triumph  at  the 
general  election   of   18uT  oTor   a  coalition  of  nil  his 
B(  numerous   opponents.     The   negUicencB   and  errors 
1     by  which  the   Ministry  Rfturwurda   threw   away   ils 
►   oommanding     position      are     atill    within    recent 
K,  memory,     liaxly  in  ]Sd8  Lord  Dbbjie  once   mora 
^  pro&ted  by  the  dissension  of  his  opponents,  and  the 
1^  pbilily   and     popular    manners    of    some    of    his 
colleapiea  rcconuilcd  the  country  and  tlie  House  of 
I,  Commons  to   the   temporary    cantinusnce    of    an 
,  Administration  which  was   evidently  destined   only 
to   endure   until   the   leaders   of  the  majority  had 
,  found  moans   to  reconcile   their   differences.     Tho 
chronic  disoi^'anization  oE  parties  has  happily  not 
I  produced  any  intermission  of  social  or  ccimmerciid 
I  nrogrees.     Although  the  Crimean  War,  tho  Indian 
Mutiny,  and  the  monotiiry  crisia   of  1857  have  suc- 
,  eesaively'  escited  general  aiudety  within  the  last  ten 
W ,  veara,  tne  wealth  mid  blie  population  of  tlie  country 
*     )a  1860  far  exceed  the  standard  of  1S50.     Tbe   gold 
discoveries,  in  addition  to  their  direct  action  on  the 
currency,  have   created  uuw  markets   for   English 
products  at  the  AntipodeH.  Auatralia,  South  Africa, 
■ud  New  Zealand  are   tlourisliiiia  and  loyal    com- 
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ntuniiios,  and  the  eKtenuon  of  railways  over  tuIdui 
parts  of  the  iroild  ba^  onoouraK^d  the  productjun 
aad  lupplied  ths  consmuptioii  of  ths  [jreateit 
industxifu  popuinitioD  in  the  world.  It  niiL;  bs 
doubted  whether  greater  acaumulatinns  of  wealth 
have  ever  taken  place  in  a  period  of  ten  years  in 
any  aga  or  country,  and  for  the  first  time  within 
recent  expEirience  the  reward  oflibour  has  increased 
even  mors  largely  than  the  pTodtit  of  capital.  An 
unprocodeDtecT  dnr^tlon  of  agricultural  prosperity 
has  lad  to  s  general  advance  of  w^ea  in  the 
country,  and  in  every  department  of  skilled 
indoslry  able  workmea  find  it  in  their  power  to  com- 
mand olmoEt  any  price  for  their  aerTicea, 

The  year  1S59  was  charactei'izud,  lilte  tha  period 
■which  it  tcrminttted,  by  a  surprise  in  toreiRn 
politics,  a  change  of  Aliniatry  at  home,  and  a  steady 
■noreaae  of  material  prosperity.  Ab  if  to  impress 
the  year  from  its  commencement  with  the  liiatorical 
character  which  it  was  deetined  to  bciu',  the 
Emperor  of  the  Febnch  selected  the  1st  of  January 
f oi- the  public  announcement  of  his  hoatilii  intcn- 
tions  to  Austria.  At  the  customary  reception  at  the 
Tuileries,  Baron  HiinsER  waa  informed  that  the 
Tclationa  of  the  two  Empires  wera  unfortiiaatBly  no 
longer  friendly,  and  the  Imperial  languago  was,  us 
the  result  proved,  correctly  interpreted  by  thoso 
who  considered  it  equiv^ent  to  a  prospective  < 
declaration  of  war.  The  Court  of  Vienna  waa 
probably  not  taken  altogether  unaware,  for  reports 
and  even  detailed  accounts  of  French  military  pre- 
parations had  bean  circulated  in  diplomatic  regions 
during  the  pravious  summer  and  autumn.  It  wtia 
Baid  tiiat  the  English  statesman  who  had  recently 
visited  the  Eufebok  at  Compifegne  had  returned 
home  with  impressions  of  uneasiness  and  anxiety  ; 
&nd  it  was  known  that  the  Cabinet  of  Turin  was 
nnUEualfy  active  in  the  display  of  its  Ioiig-at3.tidvng 
liostilj^  to  Austria.     The  rumour  oE  ao  impea^iii^ 


rupture   seemed  less   incrodible  to   obserrers   wTio  1 
lefleclcd   that,  it   Napqiron   III.  wished   for   war,f 
Italy  fiirniEhed  at  the  moment   the  onlj  available^ 
fi«M  for  a   Binglehauded  conflict    with   nn    i    '       * ' 
opponent.     The  neutrality  of  EngJantI  was   c 
by  the  national   sympathy  with   the    ItaJiiin     _    .. 
and  the  GBrmans,  who  would  have  risen  aa  one  inai^| 
to    resent    the  ■violation   of  their  frontier,       '  '  ' 
probably  remain  iuaotiva  while  Auatria  was  aa 
only  in  her  Transalpine  pnsse&aiona.     There  wui  n 
reason    for    peace    escept   the   risk   of   an  Ituliai^ 
campaign,  and  the  totaf  absence  of  any  l^timatrf 
cause  of  QuarreL    The  Emporor  of  the  Frkncb  haalj 
since  expfuined   that  he   made  war   for  an  "  ideB,"r 
or,  in  olber  words,  for  the   i^randizement   of  nitf 
country,   ot   his   djnas^,    and   of    himself.      Th«B 
Austrian   Government,  correctly  Judging  hia  [ntoni 
tions,  unwisely  played  into  his   Hands  by  neglectiiU 
a  negotiation   whick   was    known   to  he  fruitles^ 
instead  of  throwing-  npon  the  real  a^greBSOr  the  —  ' 
divided   responsibility  of   his   oirn   policy.     A 
days  after  the  speech   to    Biiron  HObkb^  the  paaei 
1)1  the  TyrolesB  Alps  were   crowded  with  troops  an_, 
artillery,  until  before   the  end  of  the  month  50,000' 
additional   soldiers   wore    massed   on   the   western 
frontier  of  Lombardy.     The  King  of  Sakpinia,  who 
alone  among  the  belligerents  bad  a  sound  reason  for 
desiring  war,  made  the   movement  of  the  Austrian 
armies  tho  excuse  for  a  fiery  speeoli   to  liis  Parlia- 
ment, and  under   his  orders   UAKinitni   began  to 
orjianiM  vclimtoer  regiments,  ciinsisting  in  part  of 
Lomhnrd  eubjecta   and    even   of  Italian    deserters 
from  the  Austrian  army.     TJie  trench   Ehi-bhor  in 
the  meantime  steadily  pursued   hia  preparations,  in 
the  well-found etl   winriiienco   thnt   his  ally  and  bis 
enemy   would   relie\"e   hirn  from   the   necessity  ot 
satual/y precipitating  the  mptute.    Tho  marriage 
of /lis  coaain,  Prince  NapolzoW,  wiftvftife  4wa^'~ 
o^  t/te  Kiag  of  BiBDiyiA  wwt  iuatiy  TeipiA»4.  " 
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IndltiBUOn '  of  a  warliba  pnlicf,  und  the'  no^es  of 
tboHB  who  Btill  perSBTered  in  tha  expectation  of 
peace  were  founded  on  tke  bitckwardness  of  publia 
opiaiou  in  Pruic«,  on  the  hostile  demonetiatione  of 
Germany,  and  on  tho  if  Qll-meunt  eflbrtB  of  the  Eng- 
lish Government.  It  nfterwarda  appeared  tliat  the 
Binperor  NAMJiKOlf  unileratood  Ilia  couijtrymen  widll 
enough  to  know  that  us  aoou  as  wsr  beuaniu  iiiuvit- 
able  the  recoil ectauns  of  the  First  Kiupice  wfiubl 
Biiilice  to  render  a  campaign  in  Itnly  uiiivei'sally 
impiiliir,  Frendiniea  of  the  present  genwation, 
uUhough  fay  no  means  iiisenublu  Xn  tlia  uilvEmtogea 
vt  wealth,  grew  up,  under  the  teaching' of  ItiCiiANOKft 
nud  I'mens,  iu  the  belief  th»t  luiliturj  gluty  was 
butter  than  justLcb,  than  freedom,  ;i.iid  oven  tlinn 
miiterial  proaperitj.  The  tseuunil  iudiUei'eiioe  at  tlia 
commencement  of  the  diipute  ni-mc  from  a  total 
want  «£  sympathy  for  Itiily,  and  fi'om  a  natural 
JUlloraace  of  any  cause  of  quarrel  with  Austria. 
When  hostilitieo  were  about  to  commence,  the 
m&rch  of  the  troops  suponeded  in  interest  all 
irrelevant  iuquiriea  as  to  the  cause  which  hud  sub 
them  in  motion.  An  eloquent  writer  expressed  t]io 
general  feeling  in  a  dithyrambic  address  to  a  re;;i- 
juent  of  conactipti,  whicli  vrb  exhorted  to  ^0  and 
conquer  for  tho  honour  of  its  eagle,  in  tlie  con- 
fidence that  Ftsuice  uust  be  in  her  proper  place  aa 
saon  aa  she  burat  beyond  liei-  own  frontier. 

The  irritation  whloh  prerailed,  both  among  tha 
German  Governments  and  their  aubjects,  could  noli 
be  wholly  disregarded  ou  the  eve  of  an  Austrian 
war.  The  days  ha™  happily  passed  iu  which  a 
Erencli  iovader  could  hope  to  &id  alliance  or 
■ympathy  beyond  tho  lihine.  On  t!io  approach  of 
th«  crisis  the  smaller  States  adupled  oatiin'o,\\ow» 
meaaures  o/;3rec»utibn,  (Mid  tho  urgana  ot  opvcvioixj 
B.oa*uVnoujip(fejnan(/edaniitionaUrmam«irtagtonB(»" 

.aa«  Oan/er/o^^Con.    however.     U     power\«a» 


Bxternal  Wiofare  mtliout  the  lead  of  Pnisafs, 

e  REtiBST  waa    influenced   by  the   urgent  repre- 

njulations  of  En;:!anil,  Ly  the  menacing  allitudo  of 

^^usaia,  and  perhaps  by  tne  ancienl   jtalousy  which 

pi^vides  the  tfro  great   German   i'oHers.       If   the 

Federal  territory  had  been   violated,  the  neutrality 

of   Prusaia  would    have    been    ovBrruled    by    ths 

universal   enthuBiasm   of  the   nation,  and  it  is  to 

Germany  that   Europe   is   mainly  indebted   for  the 

■  aliort  duration  ot  the  war,  although,  an  early  poaca 

k^ay  probably  have  been   incliided  in  the  daaigna  of 

a,     Ta  the  meantime  tile  Empernr  NATOtBOy 

w  that  his   enterprise   might  safely  be   com- 

teenced    while    his     unfriendly    oeighboui's    were 

negotiating   and    arming,   nor  was   it   diflloult  to 

Wiuwer  by  fair  profcBaiona  and  plausible  excuaos 

Pihe  friendly  remoiiBtranras   of  the  English  Goveru- 

rment.     Lord  Deeby  and   Lord  MAMiBasntY  wyre, 

with  good  reaaon,  more  bent   iipOD   presuEvin;;  the 

peace  of  Europe  than  on  wcighin;;  the  exact  valua 

of   the     demands     and     arguments    which    welo 

advanced  by  tlie  various  piirties  to  the  I'oiitriiversj. 

t  They  urged  upon   France  the  risli  of  n  iienerid  war, 

Lon  Sardinia  the  duties  of  good  neighbourhood,  and 

L    Austria    the  expediency   of  nia.king  even   un- 

latable  coneeaaions   for  the  sake   of  diaariuing  a 

rjormidable  advorsaiy.     Aa  the   Emperor  Kapolk'w 

Hiad   deliberately  resolved  on  a  rnpturo.  wliiiih   the 

R^uatrian  Government  judged  to  be  inevitable,  while 

"le  King   of  Sardinia  was  in   full  pursuit  of  the 

rofesaed  object   and  mdn   purriee  of   his  whole 

reign,  it  was  not  stu^rising  that  tnglisii  diplomacy, 

■inisconceiviiig  tlie  intaiations  of  iill  ttie  (jovenum^iita 

^With  whiah   it   dealt,  continued   to   appeal  to  their 

rudence  and  moderation, 


"  Vninlier  th 
"  To  her  fulie  daughlen 
'  BegMTiletL" 

roifgbout  the  diacuaaiim  ttio  kuaWiaai  "Sim^sst 
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candidly  profesBed  bis  conwction  that  sU  negotia- 
tioa  WM  ueeloaa  ;  and  NiFOLEON  III.  was  compelled 
to  tkrow  off  tliD  mask  by  affecting  to  refer  tha 
ijiiiuTel  to  a  Congress,  whoa  Lord  Cowlbv  had 
obtained  at  VienDu  the  concesBioii  of  all  the  Frniich 
demands.  The  English  Government  misht  console 
itself  for  the  failure  of  its  efforts  by  the  certainty 
that  any  other  diplomatic;  rourae  would  hare  led  to 
precisely  the  same  result  ;  but  Lord  MALinisBUEir 
committed  a  grave  error  in  adopting  n.n  unfriendly 
tone  to  the  only  belligerent  whu  to  ii  reaaonablu 
cause  of  war  added  an  intelligible  ulterior  policy.  lb 
■WHS  judicious  to  apply  every  available  pressure  at 
Pnria,  where  the  decision  between  pence  and  war 
absolutely  rested  ;  but,  when  the  atruggle  was  seen 
to  be  inevitable,  it  was  a  blunder  to  danoTince  tha 
Balntary  ambition  wbioh  offers  the  only  security  for 
the  future  independence  of  Italy.  The  augrandize- 
ment  of  Sardinia  into  a  powerful  State  can  alone 
put  on  end  to  the  enduring  contest  between  Franca 
and  A.iiEtria,  and  tha  universal  sympathy  of  the 
Englisli   nation   had   jiuttiGed   beforehand  the   ap-  . 

froocliint;  effort  of  the  Italian  people  to  throw  off  ^ 
jr  ever  t!ie  yoke  of  tha  forei;;nor.  Thu  Austrian  '. 
Government,  with  a  natuiul  coniidencd  in  a  large 
and  weII-a.ppoiuted  amiy,  seemed  to  welcome  tha  ,  ■ 
collision,  ^tlacb  could  not  ultimately  have  beea 
evaded,  and  by  tailing  tho  initiative  it  unwisely 
proWded  the  real  author  of  the  war  with  a  teohnioal 

Justification  of  his  predetermined  policy.  The 
Inglish  Ministers  displayed  their  good  faith  rather 
than  their  foresight  by  alternate  reproofs  to  the 
belligerents,  who  successively  disappointed  their 
sanguine   expectations.     When  Lord   Oowlbv  w 


prOib»b]y  dcopenod  by  his  oirn   recent   c ._ 

the  Bouse  of  Coniniana  that   France  was   iiot  even. 
vmav-    Lprd  D^sBi-  ia  hi,  tum  denouucei  « 


u 


culpable  tho  Anitrian  dectarstioa  of  war  sgalnil  1 
t^oniiiLia,  although  subseqnent  events  proved  that  1 
Hie  asaumption  o(  the  offensive  was  only  to  be  1 
blamed  as  a  proof  of  strategic  incapacity.  The  feel.  I 
iiic  of  the  country  was  Biniilarly  divided,  although  I 
both  the  conHictiug  opinions  rested  on  sounder  4 
FoiindationB.  Qoneral  goodwill  to  Italy  combined  4 
with  universal  diatruat  of  France  to  create  &  balanca  "I 
of  tendencies,  wliich  wa*  praotioally  repreaented  by  J 
a  unanimous  demand  for  neutrality.  Hasty  J 
reasoners  have  generalized  into  a  permanent  1 
doctrine  n  policy  which  was  only  applicable  to  a  I 
partioiikr  combination  of  circumstances.  It  wat  9 
enough  that  the  iirme  of  England  could  auuredtj  1 
not  be  employed  either  to  establish  the  preponder'  I 
anoe  of  France  in  Europe  oi  to  perpetuate  the  op-  I 
pression  of  Italy  by  Austria.  j 

After  hurryinp  on  the  war  and  oroBainR  tha  'I 
Ticino  in  overwhelming  force,  tlio  Austrian  Generals  ■ 
ptiised,  while  the  French  were  crossing  the  Alps,  as  I 
if  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  quality  ot  foroa  1 
which  their  sudden  adrance  had  temporarilr  '1 
deranged.  Before  any  active  opemtiona  commenced  M 
the  Allies  were  in  line,  and  the  Emperor  Napoleoi*  1 
in  person  had,  with  rare  and  just  confidence  in  hi*  M 
own  powers,  assumed  the  supreme  command,  i 
Count  Gyclai,  already  thrown  upon  the  defensive,  ] 
ivas  In  doubt  whether  tho  attack  would  commenoa  1 
on  tho  right  or  left  bank  of  the  Po,  and  the  firs*  I 
nttompt  to  ascortain  the  intentions  of  the  li^enoli  J 
on)y  seivod  to  illustrate  their  Huperiority  at  the  i 
combat  of  Montebello.  When  his  preparations  1 
wero  complete  the  Kmpehor,  with  great  skill.  1 
massed  his  forces  to  his  own  left  and  commenced  J 
/i^  advance ;  but,  althougU  the  Auatriana  wera,  1 
tjii^n  eaiirelj  by  aurprise,  it  wa»  onVjt7  "i^ia  ^■q- 

,5*5^^^ed  toaohiara    aaccess  at  Mageia**-    ,^^ 
^^  defe^i  „_;  entire  oluuwa  tooViSiSw*'-^''^ 


Austrian  plan  of  the  campaiga,  ind,  fnsiead  of 
Barrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  it  was 
eudditn^  determinad  to  roly  on  the  chnucoB  of  one 
great  battle  immediately  in  advauoa  of  the  famous 
Quadran^e.  Piscenza,  upon  nhich  millions  had 
been  expended,  and  many  minor  st^ongholda  were 
blovn  upj  Feirara  nos  soon  afterwnrda  abandoned, 
and  the  nrera  irhjch  doscend  from  the  Alps  to  tlia 
To  warn,  to  the  surprise  of  tha  French,  aucoassively 
left  without  defence.  The  now  p'an  of  campaign 
waa  probably  mora  jtiilicioua  than  the  onginni 
schema,  but  it  produued  tbronghout  Europe  tbo 
impreasion  of  a  defeat.  The  policy  of  retreat  was 
porhapa  in  soma  degree  suggested  by  tha  rayolu- 
tiona  which  hod  taken  piaco  in  Parma,  Modenii,  nnd 
TuHcany  as  aoon  as  the  war  brolce  out.  The 
Anatrians  probably  felt  confident  that  tha  failure  of 
the  French  invasion  would  restore  their  own 
BUptemacy  in  Italy,  and  they  were  at  the  same  time 
bard  pressed  by  tiie  daring  advance  of  GAniiiir.iii 
eJong  the  foot  of  tho  Alps,  aniitn(;  the  population 
BS  he  went.  The  Piednioiiteaa  army  had  earned 
more  tlian  its  shore  of  glory  at  MunteboUo,  and  it 
had  obtained  a  succesa  of  its  own  in  the  combat  of 
Palestro.  The  exploits  of  OAit[BAJ.ui  aroused  tha 
enthasiaam  of  every  genuine  Italian,  and  the 
Emperor  Na^oieon  was  atill  regarded  with  a  con- 
fidence which  would  have  been  prudent  if  it  hud 
nroceedod  from  a  generous  impulse.  In  the  groat 
Battle  of  Solferino  tho  French  onco  mora  out- 
fought their  opponents,  although  Besedek,  on  the 
rignt  of  the  Austrian  line,  obtained  a  hardly-wna 
and  barren  advantage  over  the  Piedmonteae.  Tlia 
Emperor  Napoleon  had  thus  far  advanced  viiUiovA 
»  check,  jDdAo  And  parsDnally  uonquccoi  tVa  V\\V 
iag  nibmuaioD  of  his  own  Mftishah  andGB™«X»>^l 
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^Sriif    '.'  ^'■■'"7  capacity  ;  tat  \v«  fo»ii\ 
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nparing  emplo^iiient  of  his  picked  reglmenu  mid  left 
him  to  rely  mainly  on  the  KeiEral  body  ot  fiis  array. 
Behind  the  Auatnana  was  the  Tyrol,  with  GarroMiy 
E.t  iU  back,  end  enough  seeoiea  to  have  been  dona 
for  ^lory  in  a  war  which,  perhapa,  had  no  other 
definite  object.  To  the  utter  astoniahment  of  Italy 
and  Europe,  it  was  announced  that  the  two 
EwrBBOBS  had  agreed  first  on  an  armistice,  and  im- 
mediately afterwards  on  the  conditions  oi  peace. 
The  advontaj^eoua  positioa  of  Austria  in  the  Quad- 
ranela  would  probably  have  suggested  persoveranc 
ill  the  contest,  but  Hungary  was  at  the  moment  oi 
the  verge  of  a  rebellion,  certun  of  succesB  eo  long 
as  the  Austrian  itmiy  was  engaged  in  Italy,  a  French 
equadron  had  only  n  few  daye  before  made  a 
demonstration  off  th«  port  of  Zara,  and  a  still  mora 
powerful  flotilla  was  r«ady  to  open  lira  on  Venice, 
Ey  the  Treaty  of  Villafranca  Lombardy  was  ceded 
to  France,  and  then  transferred  to  Piedmont,  and 
it  wa«  agreed  that  the  fugitive  Princes  of  Central 
Ital^  should  be  restored  to  their  thrones.  The  difii- 
culties  which  are  now  supposed  to  eall  for  the 
arbitration  of  a  Congresa  were  at  the  moment 
probably  not  foreseou  by  either  of  the  Imperial 
diplomatists.  The  Italianx  of  the  Duchies  and  of 
the  Romagna  have  refused  to  accept  the  counsels  of 
their  powerful  patron,  for  their  leaders  from  tha 
(irat  discerned,  with  admirable  sagacity,  the  obstacles 
to  an  intervention  on  the  part  eiLhar  of  France  or 
of  Austria.  Since  the  Treaty  of  Villafranca,  and 
notwithstanding  the  defiuitire  Peace  of  Zurich,  tha 
popuIatioQ  of  Central  Italy  has,  with  the  avowed 
countenance  of  King  Victob  EnMAifDEL,  steadily 
maintained  its  resolution  to  annex  Itself  to  Pied- 
mont.  The  vast  importance  of  pOHsession 
Dational  aa  in  private  litigation  waa  uB^et  tootb  x 
iiarkahly  iUuefrated.  The  TuBOHtia  ani  feoXx 
P^^'Shboara  are  indebted  to  the  Empevot  "S  f.sow>-s 
■««■  tie  oi,portunity  ot    manftgmjs  tliv'sii  O"*  "S*!!*. 


tnit  their  own  couraj;;e  and  wisdom  liave  taugU 
tliem   that  provision^   iudependenee  tends  to  par- 1 
petuate  itaelf  by  the  very  fart  oE  its  exiatence.     For  | 
ihe  first  time  einca   the   ill-oraened  expedition  of  J 
Charles  Y[II.,  the  whole  of  Italy,  witli  the  ezcsp-  I 
tion  of  Vcnetia  and   of   the   city  of  Home,  bos   lot  f 
some   months   heen   exempt  from   foreign  controL   I 
Austria  is  hindered   by   aerioua    internal  dangen  1 
from  attempting  to  rtitrieve  her  recent  failures,  and,   I 
exoepting   for  the  'factitious   agitation   among  the  J 
RonUsh  clergy,  a  general  consent  of  opinion  wouI4  I 
acquiesce  in  the  continuance  of  the  exioting  inds<  I 
pendence.     The  Pope,  who  is  the  most   formidahte  J 
of  the  Central  Italian  pretenders,  has   exercised  ur 
re>l  sovereignty  in  the  Roniagnit  since  his  flight  li 
1848.     The   restoration  of  his  power  at  best   couK 
only  consist  in  the   return  of   a  foreign  garrison.! 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Sovereigji  whowM 
interference  might  have  been  moat   efTectuuI  has  a.lA 
last  recognized  tlio   expediency  of  leaving   It^y  taV 
settle  downaccoidin^to  its  own  natural  equilibriuiai  | 
The   internal  pijiitics  of   England  ware  not  pai^  1 
c^ibly  influenced    by  the  warlike  aspect  of  Con.-  I 
tinentu.  Bfiaird.     The   charge  against  Lord  DerbiV  I 
Oovamment  of   entertaining  Austrain  sympathieA  I 
produced  little  effect  at  the  tiitin,  and  it  was  after-  | 
wards  disproved  by  the  exhibition  nt  impartial  help- 
lessness in   Lord    Mauiesbitrv's    correspondence. 
The   Miniatera,  however,   soon  lost    the    apparent 
popularity  which   they  had   enjoyed    during   the 

§  receding  Session,  and  they  insured  their  own 
efeat  by  the  introduction  of  a  Reform  Uill  which 
two  of  the  most  conapioaoua  members  of  their  own 
body  rsfuBed  to  support.  The  disfranohismg  c\D»a6a 
v/hich  prarai  futal  to  the  Bill  niay  proba\i\y  \)e  b*-- 
tribat^  to  the  perwerae  ingentiity  o£  Mr.  "i^lsxKBU, 

-*^     /ae  teauioix    oi    the    Libarai  leadera  •»»■ 
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Boma  eany  ocoaaion  ma  t.i  me  same  ilffl^BieVitablo, 
and  necessarily  fatal  to  the  Administration.  Tha 
Ueneral  Elaction,  slttiougli  it  brought  tlis  numericalj 
Btrength  of  jiartioa  nearer  to  an  equality,  convertM^ 
a  partially  neutral  mnjority  into  a  determined  Olh 
poaition  ;  and  t)io  decisive  rote  iritli  whioh  t  "" 
Biimmec  (Session  commenced  really  gaTaellect  to  t 
wish  of  the  counlcT,  The  pTeseut  QoTerninanl  1 
inelndea  an  unnsuttl  proportion  of  eminent  Parlia- 
mentary leaders,  and  tiie  cotmiroroises  of  opinion 
which  nill  necessarily  be  effected  ainoDgitsdiffureat 
Beotions  may,  perhaps,  approximately  topresent  tha 
dsllborate  judgment  of  the  commuidty.  Mr,  ' 
DisBiBLi  and  his  fdlowera  ara  better  employed  in 
cliecldng  the  errors  of  tba  Ministry  than  in  biddii^ 
ffouf  the  Trenaury  bench  i^ainst  a  Liiieral  0^)obi- 
tion  [or  popular  support.  The  PariiBmnntiiry  lustitt^ 
of  thi  year  was  reviewed  in  our  colamns  at  tlis 
close  of  the  Session, and  it  bos  not  bocouie  ndoeBsary 
for  the  Government  to  make  any  ^nii<"'''cetnent  of 
impoi'tance  during'  the  Recess.  The  steady  refusal 
of  Lord  Pii,MBB3Ti)M  and  Lord  Jaws  Ti.nssBLL  to 
participate  in  a  Congress  until  sccurlCiea  For  tha 
rights  of  Italy  were  obtained  has  aQctiTviteiy  corre- 
■punded  with  thu  fi^elings  and  convictions  of  all 
political  ]jartins  in  the  United  Kingdoin.  The 
clamour  which  has  lately  been  raised  by  the  Iriqh 
priesthood  in  favour  of  Uie  Pope  scarcely  aSccts  to 
connect  itself  n-ith  those  considerations  of  justioB 
and  expediency  which  determine  the  conduct  of 
statesmen.  A  seotariun  agitation  in  favour  of  tha 
indefeasible  sovereianty  of  a  foreign  potentate  caa 
Bcarcofy  be  regarded  as  an  exception  to  the  remark- 
abio  unanimity  which  prevails  amonc;  intelligent 
laymen.  The  English  Government,  although  it  haa 
sever  interiereA  with  the  temporal  dominion  of  tho 
SolySae,  oannotpledga  itself  wheii it  tB.Vw?Bi^' 

^.  Eia-opeaa  nrbitrittmn.  to  disregard tVieB^AasS''" 

foa  oi  tbg  different  Italian  provinces. 
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The  political  tranquillity  of  the  autumn  was  only 
^turbed  oyona  or  two  Bpeechea  in  which  Dlr. 
Bbiohi.  with  a  candid  indiscretion,  explained  some 
of  has  ulterior  objects  in  advocating  a  revolution  in 
the  representative  system.  It  is  undoubtedly  absurd 
to  recommend  organic  changes  which  are  to  produce 
no  perceptible  results,  but  the  mystery  of  fleform 
loses  much  of  its  imposing  character  when  its 
probable  consequences  are  examined  in  detaiL  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  iBRioHTy  the  increase  ef  the  consti- 
tuencies will  lead  directly  to  a  fiscal  revolution^  by 
which  all  the  public  burdens  will  be  imposed  on 
property,  while  its  owners  are  excluded  from  all 
share  in  political  power.  The  absolute  divorce  of 
taxation  from  representation  may  not,  perhaps,  tend 
to  the  exercise  of  strict  econumy  in  the  national 
expenditure,  and  for  the  present  Mr.  Bright's 
appeals  to  the  cupidity  of  the  working  classes  seem 
not  to  have  met  with  general  support.  The  most 
eager  claimants  of  an  extended  franchise  naturally 
shrink  from  the  premature  recommendation  that 
they  should  use  the  irrespdnRible  power  which  they 
are  to  attain  for  purposes  of  selfish  injustice.  In 
public  meetings  of  every  description  political  discus- 
sions have  been  found  so  distasteful  that  speakers 
have  in  almost  all  instances  dwelt  either  on  foreign 
a£fairs  or  on  the  defences  of  the  country.  The  dis- 
closures of  electoral  corruption,  although  they  have 
attracted  serious  and  painful  attention, offered,  from 
their  peculiar  character,  little  room  for  the  display 
of  after-dinner  eloquence.  The  revelations  of 
Glocester  and  Wakefield  were  painful  to  the  more 
respectable  portions  of  all  political  parties.  The 
hypocritical  blindness  of  candidates  and  of  the 
central  managers  of  elections  in  London  is  more 
offensive  than  the  [coarse  roguery  of  their  humbler 
agents  or  the  venality  of  pauper  electors.  The 
nackneyed  nostrums  of  secret  voting  and  of  awamp- 
jBg  tk§  mstiag  cazLrtJ^uen^^A  91:^  (W^tdiVi  Ui^  V^ 
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tie  lnapp[]C3ible  remedieE.  The  evil  conslets  not  In 
thu  purchsfie  of  votes,  but  in  the  low  moral  condi- 
tion or  imperfect  knonledije  ot  the  electors  who  aro 
willing  to  bgU  them.  The  Uloceetec  delinqventa 
would  not  become  better  oonaStuenta  in  cones- 
quence  of  any  arrangBmeiit  which  nuEht  dsprive 
them  of  their  accuatomed  market.  It  is  Batisfactorj 
to  refleot  that  the  House  of  Commons,  in  ita  colluc- 
tive  capa/^ty,  boars  comparatively  little  trace  of  the 
stains  which  in  some  instances  attend  the  pmceas  ol 

One  of  the  moat  traubteeome'  questiona  of  social 
economy  has  been  forced  into  proniinonee  by  the 
dispute  between  tlio  Londan  builders  and  their 
norkmen.  In  t!ie  latter  p<i,rt  of  the  summer  tho 
managers  of  a  Trades'  Union  Society  ordered  tho 
men  employed  by  a  particular  firm  to  strite  for  a 
reduction  of  the  houri  of  labour,  and  the  masters, 
who  had  been  previously  orgaDi/ed  for  purposeB  of 
defence,  iminediately  answered  the  challenge  by  a 
'■  lock-out  "  extending  over  120  Iftrije  establiah- 
ments.  After  a  short  interval  the  builders  reopened 
thsir  yards  to  oil  workmen  who  were  willing  to 
renounco  the  obnoxious  dictations  oF  the  Trado 
Societies,  and  after  a  strugtde  of  several  months 
the  BO-cnlled  "  Declaration  "  has  been  accepted  by 
the  great  majority  of  the  original  racUBants.  It  oan 
Bcaroely  be  said  that  the  contest  has  thrown  any 
additional  light  on  the  policy  of  comUinations  ;  hut 
every  iinBUcixssfu!  strike  probably  conveys  a 
praotieal  lesson  to  those  who  are  most  liable  to 
miaunderstand  the  true  relations  between  labour 
and  capital.  The  educated  and  commercial  sections 
of  the  community  may  learn  from  these  periodical 
diBtiu'bances  that  the  sound  economical  creed  which 
thev  have  fortunately  adopted  is,  for  the  present, 
almost  exclusively  confined  to  their  own  country 
and  clasR,  Nearly  all  foreit^ers  believe  in  the 
beneficent  effect   of  leeislat''  a   on   trade,  and  ths 
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numerical  majority  of  EngliBhmen  BtJll  attrtbuta  1 
the  rate  ef  wa;feu  to  tbe  state  of  the  law  or  to  tl 
ytill  of  the  emplojsr.  It  is  an  advantage,  howeve 
when  the  Uadora  of  the  Tiadea'  UnioiiB  appeal  to  I 
reason  and  prlndplii  by  their  very  use  of  oruda  1 
rhetorical  phrases  wliiuh  aru  most  repulsive  to  tha  I 
rigid  etononiiat.  Faulty  arguments  put  forward  ia  I 
good  faitli  may  be  answered  nnd  rectified,  whila  I 
mere  invective  only  tends  to  envenom  the  dispute.  I 
It  must  be  admitted,  to  the  honour  of  iho  workmen  I 
in  tlie  building  trades,  that,  if  they  want  niislad  by  1 
idle  Bophisnis,  they  bore  the  consequences  of  thfiir  I 
error  at  the  cost  of  thenuelvea  and  their  familias,  J 
without  attuinptinjj  to  revenge  their  supposed  j 
wrongs  on  society.  Durin"  the  long  ceasatioa  from  I 
labour  of  tliousonda  of  ahlehodied  men  there  has  ] 
been  neither  an  inorcnie  of  crime  nor  evi 
extraordinary  pressure  on  the  poor-i-ates  i 
metropolitan  district.  The  powtr  of  organizatio: 
displayed  by  the  operatives  gives  them  an  addi-  I 
tional  claim  to  b«  heard  when  they  put  forward  1 
demandH  whioli  they  honestly  believe  to  be  just.  I 
"When  tliey  find  that  they  are  treated  witli  alncera  1 
respect  they  may,  j;iQi'hapa,  grndiiiilly  open  their  I 
inluds  to  the  conviction  that  their  favourite  poliof  I 
consists  of  one  elaborate  and  complicated  mistake.  J 
The  unavoidable  inconvenience  of  possHssiunt  1 
and  uommdi'cial  relations  oxtonding;  round  the  globo  I 
were  esemplified  by  the  arrival  In  the  same  week  in  I 
September  of  disagreeable  intolligcnce  from  tha  1 
North->Vest  Coast  of  America  and  from  the  mouth  I 
of  the  Felho.  The  Treaty  which  was  concluded  I 
between  Xiord  Asiiburton  and  Mr.  Webstbk  ud-  f 
fortunately  contained  a  loose  geographical  deacrlp>  I 
tion  of  the  boundary  line  which  fDllows  the  Strait  I 
of  Fucu.  American  ingenuity  has  not  failed  to  1 
claim  which   is   possibly  consistent  with  ft  I 

interpretation  of  the  letter  of  the   Treaty, 

it  was  agreed  that  until    the  question  r"  ' 
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dedded  thb  Iilud  of  Saa  Jn&n,  forming  s  portion 
of  the  debateabia  ground,  should  be  regarded  ua 
neutral  tsrritory.  Tlie  concregatioa  of  deaperadoea 
and  Bdventureri  attracted  by  the  gold  discoverica 
in  British  Oolumbia  appears  to  have  lug^eated  to 
General  HAitNBr, — an  officer  formerly  connected 
with  Filibustering  apeculutions — tlio  deaign  ot 
acquiring  a  vulgar  popularity  hj  a  WEmton  ontrsgn 
against  the  English  flog,  '^'ith  a  Email  force,  I 
probably  aelectea  in  the  hope  of  inviting  resistanco,  I 
the  iatruder  t«ok  poesesaion  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  the  prudenc*  of  Mr.  Douotu,  tha 
GoTemor  of  Vancouver's  Island,  alone  averted  ft 
disastrona  collision.  Xha  insolence  of  General 
HAKifBT,  though  ft  was  appkoded  by  many 
joumahsta  in  ail  parts  of  the  United  States,  was, 
fortunately,  too  indefensible  to  be  adopted  dt  tlia 
Government  of  Washington.  The  moat  reBpeotabla 
officer  in  the  Federal  Army  has  beeu  sent  tw 
BuperH»d«  tha  offender,  and  tliora  is  reason  to  ho\« 
that,  notwithstandhic  the  impending  contest  for 
the  Presidency,  Engliind  will  not  be  forced  into  a, 
quarrel  for  tho  benefit  «t  any,B«publican  «r  Demo- 
cratic candidate. 

The  collision  with  the  Chinese  wu  a  more  serioni 
misadventure,  nor  ia   the   English   mind  easily  re- 
conciled  to  th*  defeat  of  a  naval   expedition,  hoir- 
ever  great   may  be   ths   superiority  af   the  hostila 
foroB.     Tho  engagement,  which  itaaif  partook  of  tha 
nature  of  a  surprise,  was  the  consequence  of  dipio-. 
matic   coropli  cations   such   as   may  be   expected  to    I 
arise  in  dealings  with anation hitherto  tmpenetrablo   I 
to   the   principles   of   European    morali^.      Inter-    I 
national   law   iropliea   a  reciprocity   of    obligation,    J 
which  has  never  practically  existed   between   China 
and  England,^  and  even  Lord  Ecqin 'a  Treaty  created 
rather  a,  contingent  right  of  coercion  than  a  reliabla    I 
contract   between   responsible   Governments.     Mr«    I 
Beuoi  fousd  on  hia  arrival  at  Shanghai  tiiat  hii   ' 
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»ecepU<Jn  "at  Pekin  would,  it  poHaible,  tia  evaaed, 
and  he  observed   that   the   MsQcliiriiia  derived  con- 
fidence  from   the  withdrawal  of  the  French  foi-ces, 
than  employed  in  an  unsucoesstul  enterprise  on  tho 
coast  of  Annam.     After  much  EmitleaB  negotiation, 
the  Ainbusiador  procured  the   escort  of  an  English  1 
squadron,  and   Admiral   Hope,   ftttempting,  at  hia   I 
request,  to   force   the   entrance   to   the  Peiho,  was   1 
reimUed,      notwithstaDding     hia     owq     desperaCa   j 
galtanti-y  and   that  of  his  officers   and   men,  by  the   ' 
fire  of  a  well-directed  artillery,  backed  by  an  over-    , 
whelming   force  of  the  beat   troops   in  the  Biiipire.    I 
The  sabsequent  failure  of  the  American  Minister  to   | 
obtain  an  audience  of  the  Eupeuor  aB'orded  a  auffi-    j 
ctont  proof  that  submission  to  Chinese  demands  was    I 
not  likely  to  be  attended  witii  satisfactoty  results.        | 

A  crusade  of  a  diSerent  kind,  unexpectedly  under- 
taken by  Spun  against  Morocco,  may,  in  Eome    ~ 
■pectti,bDciiDsidarudaik  anachronisiii ;  but  tho  pro( 
iiona,  tho  sei'mona,  tlie  reminiscynceB  of  Pbiuvvo,  of   I 
Rtrr  Diaz  ,  and   of   Isabfli.A  I.  probably  represent   j 
the   sentimental   associations   of  antiquaries  rather  J 
than  the   political   motivos  of  Marshal  O'DomnsLi^    I 
The  triumph  of  the  Cross  over  the  Crescent  might  1 
furaish  Rood  reasons  for  war,  if  the   argnnient  we 
nut  equally  applicable  at  all  times   and  in  all  plac 
where   Christians   find   themselves  in   contact  with 
Mussulman  neighbonrs.     As  far  as  the  contest  ia  of 
a   religious    nature,  the    Spaniards    have   the  dis- 
B4ivantage  of  only  affecting  proselytizing  Eoal,  whila 
their   simpler     and    more    savago    opponents    are    . 
thoroughly  in   earnest,     Tlie   belief  that  Paradiss    I 
awaits   the   slayer  of  an  infidel,  though   it  liaa  died 
out  in  Europe,  may  probably  atill   flourish   on  the 
slopea  of  the  Atlas.  The  true  reasons  of  the  invasion 
are   more  prosaic,  if  not   more  prudent,  and  the 
moat  urgent  of  all  is  a  desire  to   prove  in  compani- 
'■    h  safety  the   recent   reseneration  of  the  finances, 
army,  and  the  administration  ofSpain,     A  tio^    , 
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'  of  emulating  the  French  conquatts  in  Africa  ia  un-  I 
doubtedly  entertained  by  ths  Spanish  nation,  .1 
klthou^h  it  has  been  famiallj  dieavowed  in  tba  j 
ofliciaj  correspunilenco  with  tba  Eiiglisli  Goveiii-'| 
.ment.     It  liaa  suited  tlie   jiurpoao  of  Spaniah  politi-  ' 

.  oionaor  of  foreign  eniissanea  to  convert  a  portion  otl 
thu   popular  eiuiteuent   into   a   burst   of  jealousy  I 
i^iist  Eugliuid.   Expeiieuce  and  calniBr  considera*  I 
tion   will,   pei'haps,   leud     to  the    uouviotiou    tbafc-l 
paci&o  tiounsels   were   perfactly  consistent  with  tbcj 
goodnrill  which  on  the  part   of  this  country  attenda  I 
every  independent  and  prosperous   coinmnnity.     U  9 
Spaiu  can  by  hot'  own  rusources  I'ecover  lior  formei  I 
rank  lu  a  groat  Paner,  an  additional  weight  will  ba  I 
added  to  thB  balance  of  foiceu,  which  tunuflheg  tha  I 
best   security  for  the  peauo   of  Europe.     The  pre-    ' 
mature  displuy  of  rigour   in  tho  unueoesaarj'  attack 
on  Morocoo  ain  only  postjjone  the  perfect  recoveiy 
of  the  nation  and  tJie   Govemnient  from  the  weak- 
ness and  confusion  of  several  provtous  generations. 
The  umiity  clamour  utfainst  EngJjiud  w-u  pUgiari'.ed 
by  tlie  Spaniards  trom   tlio  neiriibours  whom  they 
habitually   fear  and    imitate.     For    lomo   siontlis 
after   the   olose  of  the  war   Erouuh   journals   of  all 
coloura   dciiouaced    with    strunge    unauinuty    tba 
national  sympathy  for  Italian  independence,  which 
appeared  to  English   ininds   as  inoffensive  aa  it  was 
Keneral  aod  inevitable.     Travollors  and  residents  in 
Erance   rsportod   tlm   existuncQ  of  iinivemal  irrita- 
tion in  all  classes,  and  the  nrniy  was  not  discoursed 
in   boastful  anticipations    of    tho    long-prophesied 
invasion.       Tlie    agitation,    afterwards     suddenly 
calmed   by  the  direct   interference  of  the  Govern- 
nmnt,    was    not     unnaturaUy    attributed    to    the 
authority  which  has  since  shown  its  power  to  control 
it.     Tlia   alarm   which   might  have  been  excited  on 
thia  side  of  the  Channel   was  materially  allayed  by 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  navy  since   the   bei:iiiiiti>i; 
of  1858  :  but  the  reiterated  menaces   of   Fmncu, 


illustrBted  by  &  wholly  unprovoked  attack  upon 
Auetriu.,  have  at  last  produced  a  firm  resolution  to 
render  iavtuion  heacefortJk  impoBBiblo.  The  rapid 
ni^nization  of  Kills  Volimteera,  if  it  perpetuates 
itself  in  b  national  custom,  will  liove  been  by  far 
the  most  important  movement  of  the  year.  Con- 
Hcioui  ability  to  protect  the  shares  of  England 
ngiuDst  all  assailanta  will  calm  the  susceptibility  ef 
popular  feeling  even  when  subjeota  oi  dispute  with 
France  unfortunately  arise.  Two  or  three  hundred 
thousand  Volunteers,  skillod  in  the  use  of  the  rifle 
and  instructed  in  tha  rudiments  of  military  dis- 
cipline, would,  in  conjunction  with  the  Regular 
Array  and  Militia,  outmatch  any  force  which  could 
find  itti  way  aoroBs  the  CbanneL  After  a  campaign 
of  three  months,  many  of  the  Volunteer  regimeotB 
would  be  competent  to  take  their  place  in  a  line  of 
battle,  and  in  the  meantime  they  might  with  little 
BssiBtance  garrison  all  the  strong  pinces  in  the  king- 
dom. In  the  contingency  of  an  attn,ck  on  Malth  or 
OibraJtar,  the  exititeiicu  of  a  sufiicient  domestic 
foroe  would  set  the  army  at  lLi>arty  for  foreign 
eervicB.  There  is  no  rciLsou  to  doubt  ths  sincerity 
of  tha  friendly  professions  which  have  recently 
been  made  by  the  Emperor  of  the  Fkench  ;  but  six 
weeks  ago  the  relations  between  the  two  countries 
were  on  an  unsatisfactory  footinR,  and  at  this 
moment  the  French  Government  is  pushing  on  with 
extraordinary  zeal  tha  suspicious  project  of  the 
impracticable  Suez  CimiLl.  All  future  negotiations 
will  be  facilitated  by  the  knowledge  that,  in  the 
event  of  a  rupture,  no  enemy  can  henceforth  hopo 
to  inflict  a  deadly  blow  upon  England. 

The  old  year  haa  ended  with  a  general  advance  of 
prosperity,  and  with  cheerful  hopes  for  the  future. 
±!xport5  and  imports,  employment  and  profits,  and 
the  produce  of  the  public  revenue  have  steadily 
increased,  notwithstanding  political  uneaainesi  and 
the  Continental  war.     The   shlDDinE  interest  seems 
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Tha  pnnnpal  members  of  Iheprosent  Minlstrywera 
frienaly  to  the  caUHe  of  Italy,  and  if  thoy  formerly 
entertained  BJiy  undue  loauing  lo  Franae,  the  bins 
haa  since  been  effectually  corrt'ct«d.  In  promoting 
the  eatabliahmeot  of  a.  powerful  Italian  kin^^dani. 
Lord  Paimeksto^t  waa  cord[aIly  seconded  by  Lord 
John  KohsblI:,  and  it  fortunately  happened  that 
Mr.  Uiadsionb's  sympathieB  were  enlifltod  on  Iho 
eide  of  sound  policy  and  of  justice.  The  less  libera] 
or  mote  Hceptical  niembera  of  the  GuvemmeEit,  if 
they  neither  desired  nor  expectad  the  triumph  of 
the  national  cause,  could  otfer  no  practical  oppoai- 
tion  to  a  system  of  non-intervention.  At  the  com- 
'"860  1116  consolidation  of  Northern 


Italy  into  a  sinKlu  istittc  was  Btill  incomplete  and 
nucertoin.  Fabisi  governed  Parma,  Modena,  and 
Homagna,  with  the  title  of  Diotator,  ia  the  name 
of  ViCTOB  EstMANfKi,,  and  Tuscany  tad  recently 
fiefln  OTevented  by  French  interference  from  plncins 
a  Sardinisn  Prince  at  the  head  of  the  Provisional 
A.dminiBtrRtion.  Although  the  stipulations  of  "Vilta- 
franca  had  been  annulled  by  the  refusal  of  the 
provinces  to  restfire  the  dethroned  potentates, 
sanguine  Italians  were  not  tmwillinK  to  accept  the 
conqueror  of  Solferino  aa  the  arbiter  of^  their 
destinies.  In  a  pamnhlet,wliich  was  justly  regarded 
as  an  Imperial  manitosto,  the  Pope  had  been  urged 
to  acquiesce  in  the  independence  of  his  revolted 
nubjects,  and  to  content  himself  vlth  a  nominal 
Sovereignty  in  the  city  of  Rome.  It  was  evident 
tliat  theseculariiiiitionot  the  ecclesiastical  dominions 
implied  the  constitution  of  a  kinijdom  of  Northern 
Italy,  and  it  seemed  possible  that  the  assent  of 
France  to  the  anneiation  of  the  Duchies  was  only 
dalayed  in  temporary  deference  to  the  reasonable 
ronlamations  of  Austria.  Tho  English  Government, 
relying  on  tho  parsonal  and  oHioiftl  assurances  of 
tho  Emperor  NAiotEOX,  had  not  yet  discovered  the 
key  of   the   mystery,  and   Lord   Coivley  prudently 
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turned  a  Jesf  ear  to  incidental  hinta  of  aesi^DS 
which  cuuld  only  be  carried  out  by  a.  vioktion  of 
furiito!  promiaea.  The  secret  bargaiii,  by  nhic)i 
Savoy  and  Nice  were  to  be  the  prioo  of  FrHnch 
asaislanoe  to  Piedmont,  had  become  inoperative  by  I 
tliB  failure  of  the  Allies  to  conquer  Yeuutia.  Tha  f 
detei'miimtion  of  Central  Italy  to  form  a  part  of  an  I 
iiiilu|jendent  nation  furnished  an  exuusB  for  tab'  M 
Btituting  a  compulsory  arrangement  (or  the  ahortire  I 
contract.  Whilo  I'ranco  was  oatenBibly  advocating  J 
the  claims  of  the  fugitive  Gt^iid  SiUies,  Cuuub  | 
Cavouh  was  struggling  in  vain  to  avoid  the  neces- 
sity of  buying  off  ax  a  heavy  price  the  acruplel 
wliich  could  not  be  sratuitoiisly  aurmounted.  la 
the  midst  of  its  rapid  expansion  the  &irdin{an  I 
kingdom  was  to  be  dismembered  od  pretesta  and  bj  1 
prooeasea  whiah  were  even  more  objectionable  thaa  I 
tlie  simple  act  of  spoliation.  When  the  Kmo  and  ] 
his  Miuiatcr  had  been  foroed  to  submit,  the  Parisian  J 
jonmalB  suddenly  began  to  sujrgest  the  expediency  1 
of  annexation,  while  in  the  provinces  tliemaelves  I 
French  ngcnts  oi^nized  demonstrations  in  favouc  i 
of  the  Imperial  Uovemmeut.  Semi-oificial  writers  I 
proved  that  nature  and  history  concuiTed  ii>  assign-  ] 
mg  to  Francs  the  uijcthern  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  1 
the  frontiers  of  the  former  empire.  Oonsideiationa  1 
of  symmetry  and  of  strategy  were  put  forward  to  J 
justify  the  anticipated  sudrn^ca  of  the  inhabitants,  \ 
and  the  Govemmont,  to  prove  its  oonaiatency  and.  ■ 
modaratiou,  prumised  tUut.  SwitEorland  aliould  be  f 
secured  bythe  posEeaaion  of  the  valleys  to  the  soutll  1 
of  the  Lake  of  Geneva.  At  a  later  period  the  1 
French  title  was  rested  cbtelly  on  the  Piedniontesa  1 
ceaaion,  although  it  was  professedly  confirmed  by  a  ] 
popular  Yote,  taken  under  ciroumBtunces  of  mora  | 
than  ordinary  pressure  and  fraud.  When  at  last  tha  I 
li^re  was  on  the  eve  of  completion,  the  Swiss  1 
eeident  at  Puria  was  informed  that  the  whole  of  i 
bvoy  would  be  included  in  the  now  Freiid\  it^iH^B 


menis.    The  Emporor  Napoleon  had  apparenOy 
miaoolcukted  tbs  impresaion  which  was  actusll; 
produced   by  tho   diseloauro  of  the  intrigue. 
EiiropB  regarded  the   snnoxatioa  of   Savoy  ■ 
revival  of  the  old  ImperJul  policy,  and  Belgium  •: 
Gemmny,   eapccialiy,   remombered     that     fVeiMiln 
cupidity  had  olweiya  associated  the   froatiet   of  thf 
Khinn  with  the  biirricr  whiah  had  noiv  been  reached 
on  the  summit  of  the  Alps.     The  Pruasiaa  Govern*! 
ment  was  oDiy  restrained  by  the  prudent   nioden*9 
tion  of  England  from  imiicipatiii"  future  aggreseion^ 
by  an  immediate  rupture,  and   Lord   Palmebsios" 
and  his  colleagues,  while  they  tecogniifed  the  impo 
sibility  of  forcible  interference,  openly  resented  t) 
audacity  and  astutauesi   af   thoir  former  ally.     lU 
was  felt  that  tho  Treaty  of   CommQTce  condailed  ir 
January  would   be   regarded   in  France  and  on  th< 
Oonttnent   aa   the   price  of   English  ocqiiiesoence  tu 
tliu  spoliation  of   Miitoh,     The  nnwiUing  apectotOT^ 
of  the   encroachment  could  only  acquit  tliemselvc 
from  the  clLar^e  of  having  been  aocomplicea  by  tl" 
oufeasiou  tliat  they  had  been   dupea.     Lord  Joe 
Kttbhell,  who  had  been   oue   of  the  moat  isealouB 
advocates  of  the  French  eoimexiun,  oxpresaed  the 
Bentimenta   of   the   entire   Cabinet  when,  amid  tha  , 
cheers  of  the  House   of  Oomtvions,  and  with   a  mo-  J 
nacin;;  allusion  to  a  possible  dofonaive  coalition,  h^il 
formally  renounced     the    exclusive  alliance   witlkif 
France. 

After  paying  the  heavy  price  exacted  by  h 
federate,  victor  Emmantjet,  was  at  last  tree  t, 
accept  the  allesianco  which  Oeutrul  ItaJy  had' I 
spontoneoualy  tendered.  Lord  JoHK  RtrasBti:  ha4fl 
at  an  earlier  ]>eriad  recommended  a  froah  appeal  ta'3 
the  people,  and  the  French  Government  took  thsa 
opportunity  of  insisting  on  a  new  application  of  1 
the  rude  and  fraudulent  contrivanne  of  nnirersal  I 
Butfriige.  It  happened  (hat  in  Ruina^na  and  in  th»  I 
Duchies  the  wishes  of  the  popiUation   coincided   f of  I 
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the  time  iritli  tha  policy  which  had  been  long  betor* 
dispttSBioiiBtely  adopted  by  thoughtful  atateBmen 
ind  patriots.     The  form  of  tho  vote  for  o; 


sented  the  BOntiraenba  and  intereata  of  the  natii 
and  it  was  only  unfortunatfl  that  a  reapectabla 
prececJcnt  ahould  be  unneceKsarily  provided  tor 
future  acts  of  torritoiial  or  despotic  uiiirpiition.  As 
KoOQ  aa  the  ceremony  wna  finished  the  Ki^o  ratified 
the  acceptance  which  he  had  before  conditionally 
■uinouiiced,  and  in  a  short  addreaa  to  hia  new  sub- 
jects  at  Florence  he  intimated  his  determination  U 
complete  on  a  future  occasion  the  task  nhiah  wol 
half  accompliahod  by  the  union  of  North- Weatem 
and  Central  Italy.  The  Pope,  moved  to  eicuaabla 
BTiger  by  the  final  loss  of  the  Lections,  exprenBod 
Ilia  temporal  holpleasneas  and  lua  apLritual  wisbea 
intheformof  an  oxcommunieation, which  indirectly 
glaneed  at  eiiemiea  even  more  detested  than  tha 
contumacious  Kini;  of  Sardiwia.  The  aami-olflf' 
manifesto  of  the  Emperor  had  already  Iieen  ci .  , 
demned  in  a  Papal  allocution,  and  the  protecljon  of 
the  French  garrison,  though  itill  indispensable, 
became  daily  more  unwelcome.  Under  the  advice 
of  Monsignor  be  Meeode,  a  Belgian  priest  who  had 
formerly  been  a  soldier,  the  Pope  determined  to 
organize  an  army  of  his  own — of  Fxenchraen,  of 
IJelgions,  of  Austriana,  and,  finally,  of  those  Irish 
recruits  whoso  inglorious  adventures  havo  sinca 
formed  bo  fertile  a  topic  of  ridicule.  The  proJBOl 
was  rendered  aerious  by  General  LAMOiticiEKE'a 
Bcceptance  of  the  chief  command.  Snnguine  Be- 
actionists  hoped  that  the  Fronch  would  resent  any 
reverses  which  might  befall  a  celebrated  country- 
man, and,  in  the  event  of  an  Italian  war,  it  waa 
thought  that  the  unbroken  Neaptilitjin  array  wo  " " 
ba  available  as  a  n^erve  to  the  Pupal  OenBral, 
the  midst  of  \ague  and  objectless  expectation,  Italy 
and  Eiirnpe  were  startled  by  tho  opening  of  a 
siiivalroiis  romance  which  soon  developed    itsell 


tKirvAi.  smisuiT— ISM. 
L   eutaiprise  of  Hell-caaaidered  herolam.     in 
Ethe   tia.rlj  apiiiig   I.1i«  clironio   ujiouuiess  uf  Sicily 
^Jiad  brukmi  out  in  occasioiml  coiiflioU   between  tho 

Jal  troops  snil  iiragul&r  bonilB  of  inHurgents.  Tha 
tituda  wure  led,  as  in  former  Sii:iiiaa  diatur- 
,  by  some  of  the  gentry  uiid  of  tlio  priesU, 
^BiJ,  aUUoujjll  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  Covatn- 
Ktoient  Bftemed  inevitable,  there  was  do  leoson  to 
Vdotibt  the  universal  disafiectioD  of  the  ialuud.  Tha 
Econteat  would  have  terminatsd.  after  an  obscure 
B  atruggle,  witli  tlte  usual  ofKoia]  cruelties  and 
K  Inurjers,  if  a  daring  leader  had  nut  seen  and  seized 
Vthe  oacadion  for  carrying  on  tha  great  work  of 
■.Italian  liberiition.  From  tha  uloae  of  the  war 
[  Gakibaldi  had  ohaied  in  unwiiliog  repose,  succbb- 
rcliuquisliing,  in  deference  to  the  King's 
_  iment,    Ilia    organ izatiou    of   "  Tlie    Armed 

■  jl^atioH,"  and  liia  adieins  for  oocupying  with  a 
VrVOluDteer   force   tlte   reuiuinin^   possesaioiii  of  the 

A^hurch.  Xho  surrender  of  his  natii'e  district  of 
Kice  to  a  hated  foreigner  led  to  a  final  breach  with 
Uie  Minister  who  luid  submitteil  to  tha  aaorifioe, 
^>nd,  resolving  henceforth  to  act  for  hinuielf, 
■^though  never  for  liia  own  peraor.al  advantage, 
■OakusUiDI  sailed  from  Uenoa  at  tlie  beginning  of 
K]k[ay,  and  landed  unopposed  at  Mursala  in  sight  of 
■iwo  Neapolitan  Jriput^s.  His  force  consisted  of  a 
Yfew  hundreds  of  Ids  former  followers  in  the  Lom- 
Bbard  campaign,  and  iu  a  rapid  marcii  to  tha 
Knorthern  uoa«t  lie  increased  his  numbers  rather 
Ethiin  hU  strength  by  the  accessiim  of  the  irregular 
p'banda  in  the  neighbourhood.  Twenty-iive  thausaad 
KiKeHpolitan  troops   in   Palermo   and    its  environs, 

■  supported  by  a  squadron  in  command  of  the  sea, 
k  were  baffled  at  Monreale,  worsted  in  the  combat  of 
1^  Oalata&ni,  and  at  last  aiirprised  by  the  presence 
L  of  tlie  popular  General  in  ttie  city  itself.  After  a 
I  faint  show  of  defence  the  garrison  sTOcuated  the 
r  ulace  under  a    capitulation  sisned  on  board  tha 
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English  flagship,  bo  that  in  a  few  weeks  the  pxpedi- 
tioD  which  bad  been  donaunced  as  piratical  had 
assumod  the  proportions  of  a  regular  and  auccessfu) 
nanipftign.  The  timidity  or  incapacity  of  the 
Z^espolitan  naval  officers  had  allowed  succeuife 
disembarkationa,  which  Kwellud  the  invadirg  force 
to  three  or  four  thousaod  etfective  Infantry,  with  a 
few  field  pieces.  The  reports  of  the  LiBBHAToR'a 
earlier  triumtiha  prndiioed  uitiTeraol  excitement  in 
Northern  Italy.  The  loads  were  crowded  with 
volubteera,  the  raciiilar  troops  tlireatened  desertion, 
and  the  (iovemment  was  half  unwilling  and  wholly 
powerless  to  check  the  national  crusade,  After  tlie 
surrender  of  Palermo  the  emancipation  of  all  tiicily 
waa  confidently  anticipated.  Yet  the  Koyal 
troops  in  Messina  and  Syracuse  slill  outnumhered 
the  iQTaders,  while  the  insurgent  bands,  although 
their  presence  was  annoying  to  the  enemy,  were 
almost  nseleii  throu;{h  their  debciency  in  discipline 
and  in  ateaiiiiiesa.  \\lien  OARiitAiiTu  advanced  eaat- 
ward,  the  Neapolitans,  after  making  a  last  stand  at 
Melazzo,  retired  into  the  citadel  of  Measina,  where 
the  garrison  has  since  remained  without  molesta- 
tion. The  rest  of  the  island  passed  under  the 
authority  of  the  liberating  Geneml,  who  assumed 
the  title  and  functions  of  Dictator.  The  futiu'e 
union  of  Sicily  to  the  Italian  kingdom  was  formally 
proclaimed,  but  the  partisans  of  immediate  annexa- 
tion were  sumraarify  and  sternly  Mlenoed.  The 
DiCT*TOB  required  uncontroUed  power  for  the  com- 
pletion of  an  enterprise  of  which  the  conquest  of 
Kicily  was  only  the  commencement  ;  and,  although 
h«  may  at  a  later  period  have  displayed  some  un- 
soundness of  jadgment,  he  was  undoubtodly  right  in 
retaining  the  conduct  of  an  undertaking  on  which 
the  Piedmontfese  Govcmmont  could  nerer  Lava 
entered. 

The  King  of  Naples,  after  ordering  the  bombard- 
ment of  Palermo,  and  aanctioning  the  EtiUD«{v>,\ 
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capitulation   of   his   troops,  oujilnyed  all  Iha  w 
iiQBS,  the  precipitation,   and  iha  incoaeietency  ( 
helpleBs  alarm.      He    granted  a  CoRititutiun,   ] 
□Cered  to  joiji    PiedmoDt  in  a  wal  irith  Austria,  I 
appealed  to  Englmid  and  Francs  for  oaaistancs,  ai 
the   only  Ditasure  wliicli   he   uogleetod  was  to  plat.^ 
hiiueclf   at  tha  head  of  his  ovetwhelming  force  ftq 
tlie  purpOBB  of  diishing  tha  invader  as   loon  sfi   b^ 
passed  the   Straits      A   timoly  display   of  vigoul 
would   probably  have   conliniiod   the  fidelity  of  tlu 
erniy  and  the  fleet,  and  it  irould  have   encouragBq 
tho  popolatioa  of  the  Royalist   provineei   to  resir 
rovojutionary     movementa.       lii     the     tneantitu 
GABiaALBi  was  preparing  to  justify  the  terror  whiol 
had   paralysed   the    Court   of    Iia[)les,      In    *'" 
beginning  of  August,  three  mouths  after  his  ai 
in  Sicily,  he  threw  his  force  in   small   dutachment^ 
across  the  Htraits,  aud  advancing  by  rapid  marchoa 
unimpeded   by   a  single   coiubnt,    he    entered   t" 
capital  in  advance  of  his  army,  while  the  KiNGtV 
5<>,000   regular  troops,   retired   upon    Cnpua    i 
Gaiita.     To  the  astuniahment  of  Europe,  one  half  ol 
Italy  was  made  free   almost  without  a  blow,  and 
wax  not  Burpriaing  that  the  sole  liero  of  e 
paralleled  achievement  sliould  entertain  an   exa(rg*< 
rated  belief  in  his  own  fortune  and  resources.     Tag 
annexation    of    the    Two    Sicilies    to    the    Italie 
Kingdom  was  again  postponed,  and,  although  tl  ^ 
I^eapolitaa  anny  still  outnumbered  the  invudeT'Kj 
force,    GiniBALDi   looked   confidently   to   the  liba<u 
ration  of   Italy  from  tho   Austrians   in  the  north* J 
east,   and    from    the    Fren(^h    in  tlia   oontre,     I 
demanded  of  tha  King  Uie  dismissal  of  Oavohb  ai  _ 
FAiilwl,and  he  announced  lo  the  Sicilians  his  inten-J 
tion  of  proclairoing  the  independence  ef  .  Italy  froml 
the  summit  of  the  Capitol.    There  eeemed  too  miiob^ 
reason  to  fear  that  the  single-miaded  LnutBtToaJ 
would   become  the  involuntary  tool   of  the  faction  ^ 
wMah  iaa  JioBic  piovei  iteelf  the  deadliest  eDeiw  rf 
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the  Batloha]  cause.  The  danger  was  averted  by 
the  furtuDbte  reaiBta,nce  of  the  Neapolitan  army,  hy 
the  foresight  and  daring  of  the  Surdiiiian  GoverB- 
mont,  and,  aboya  all,  Bj  the  perfect  loyalty  ot 
Garibaldi  himself. 

Wliile  the  liberating  army  was  prepariag  to 
operate  againat  Capua,  Oount  Oavodb  and  General 
CiALLiNi  arranged  a  private  interview  with  tlia 
Emperor  Napoleon,  who  happened  to  be  making  a 
prugi'ess  throufjli  hiii  new  provincoa.  On  their 
return  the  Government  at  onus  summoned  the  Pora 
to  diainiss  his  forcif^  levies,  and,  oa  liis  retiual, 
CiAtonn  Mill  Fasti  croaaed  the  frontier  of  the 
KuclesiasHual  States  with  overwhelming;  forces,  Tlie 
pretext  for  the  war  wan  frivoloux,  hut  the  motivus 
for  undertaking  it  woro  so  cogent  that  all  the  Con- 
tinental Powers  followed  the  example  of  f  ranee  by 
pnasive  aciiuiesuenw,  while  English  opinion  waa 
avowedly  favourable  to  the  enterprise.  GARrBAi.w'.'i 
imprudence  ennhleil  liia  rival  to  come  forwu'd  not 
only  as  Lis  indispensable  auxiliary,  bus  as  tlie 
champion  of  order  and  of  Itoyalty.  Although 
France  went  through  the  form  of  rooatliiig  hec 
Ambassador,  and  liasaia  suspended  diplomatic  rela- 
tions witli  IHirin,  it  was  evident  to  all  tlie  Courts 
that  the  inevitable  oliaiiire  could  bo  most  safely 
acoomplishod  by  an  established  Govemtneiit  and  a 
regiilar  army.  Vjotos  Emmanukl  was  likely  t* 
postpone  hostilities  against  Austria  ;  it  was  ceitain 
that  ha  would  avoid  all  collision  with  the  t'rencli 
army  of  uconnntion,  and,  above  all,  his  triumphs 
■ubstituted  a  Uyna^io  and  constitutional  relprm  fur 
a  political  and  social  revolution.  In  a  few  days  Um- 
bria  and  tlie  Marclios  were  overrun,  the  Pupal  aimy 
was  crushed  or  dispersed,  and  Iiauoril'IBiie  himself 
capitulated  in  the  fortress  of  Ancona.  The  Piad- 
montese  army  immediately  moved  forward  to  com- 

C'  '  e  the  conquest  of    Naples,  and  Garihaiaii,  '«ba 
J  porbaps,  become  couscioua  of  Mb  inaV^tij  te 
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— laoa 
I  Capua  and  DaSta  with  hia  InegulaT  levio^ 

le  urratiEementB  for  the  annexation  of  the  Twf 
Bcilies  to  the  kingdom  of  Victor  Kuiiakuel,  witf 
3ual  foTTnalltf  of  universail  alltl'rage. 
IK  had  previauiUy  tiikeu  the  wise  preoautioi 
[  excluding  all  negotiation  by  abtaininK  iiont  tk  ~ 
'arliament  of  Turin  authority  for  tlia  Kxno  I 
K«<pt  the  allegianoe  uf  any  Italian  jjrovinoa 
Ntvided  its  adhaaion  were  wholly  unoonditionai 
'  their  choice  of  Viutob  Buuanubl  as  Kiot 
■■plea  and  Sicily  adopted  the  principle  of  natioiN 
Inity  and  tlie  gnbatanue  of  the  Piedmuntese  Oc» 
ftitution.  Much  dissatififaction  was  ocoasiuned  tt 
lO  obvious  diasidenue  between  ths  KlNil'ti  Uoveni 
:  and  tlte  daring  patiiot  who  htid  doub'ed  tl 
It  of  the  Mofiarcliy  ;  yut  GARiBiLW  consulted 
s  persona!  dii;nity  by  retiring  to  Caprera,  and  hT 
_  reiiponeible  position  would  liave  been  wholly  il 
lampatible  nith  the  character  nf  an  ofii<:iai  sdniinia^a 
Tfttor.  A  subject  who  ueaumea  tiie  right  of  decid- 
lig  on  peace  and  war  has  no  place  in  the  service  of 
E  regular  Government,  it  is  the  tirst  condition  of 
^freedom  that  iudividuals,  and  evtu  heroes,  should 
efface  themselves  in  tlie  pruacuce  of  authority  aadj 

Before  tlie  arrival  of  the  Pi<]dniontese,<jARlBALll 
had  fought  a  successful  action  on  the  Volturno 
After  u  second  engagement  the  QouRi 
IWtired  on  the  line  of  the  Garigliaao,  and  ahord 
Cterwarda  F&ancis  II.  shut  Jiimssli'  up  i 
brtraW  of  GaSta, where  liii  position  was  strengthen 
y  the  capricious  interference  of  the  French  Heet  to  I 
revunt  on  attack  bj  sea.  The  siege  has  been  also 
Btolouged  throuf;h  a  repamiance  to  unneceaaary 
jiloodshed,  and  it  will  probably  soon  be  termiuatad 
^y  negotiation.     The  new  Qovemment  is  said  to  ba 

Sjpular  in  Sicily,  but  tho  chronic  anarchy  uf  NapLet. 
splays  itsell  in  more  troublesome  forma  of  disi: 
tool  aad  iflsuboi'dinatitin.    Tha  most  esin.'iMi. 
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in  Italian  history  terminatea  witb  a  acDerol  feeling 
tba4,  the  astonishiDg  Eucoessea  which  have  beun 
achieved  are  inooioplelc,  provisional,  and  nnoer- 
t4un.  Tlie  expulsion  of  Austria  from  Venice 
depends  on  the  course  of  evonts  in  Hun<siry,  and 
the  French  oociipatiun  of  Rome  ia  still  indefinitely 
prolonged.  The  Pope  continues  to  curse  his 
enemies  and  to  protest  aj^ainst  the  seizure  of  his 
dominions,  and  the  obstinate  confidence  of  a  dull 
fanaticiBin  probably  coincides  irith  the  policy  whicli 
the  most  sagacious  adviser  'ltouM  recommend.  In 
an  era  of  unexpected  revolutions  it  may  be  prudent 
to  await  a,  possible  reaction,  and  perhaps,  if  tho 
hope  is  disappointed,  a  mora  manageable  successor 
may  be  ubie  to  make  terms  with  the  Government 
of  Italy  for  the  maintenance  of  a  national  Pontiff  as 
the  head  of  the  Universal  Churah. 

The   movement  in  Italyis  closely  connected  with 
the  equally  critical  and  far  less  hopeful  condition 
of    Austria.     The    war    of    1859    and  the  loss  of 
Iximbaidy  gave  a  fiesh  impulse  to  the  just  discontent 
of  Hungary,and,  after  years  of  obstinate  resistance, 
the  Empeeok  was  at  last  compelled  to  rcoonBider 
tho   ectire   system   of   his   perverse  and  disastroua 
reign.  The  grossest  corruption  was  disclosed  amon;; 
the  agents  whom   he   had   chiefly  trusted  ;  a  high 
officer  in  the  army  and  a  Minister  of  Finance  him- 
self suocessively  escaped  prosecution  by  suioide,  and 
universal   distrust  attached  to   all  departments  of 
the   State.     The  convocation  of  the  Eeichsrath,  or 
Consultative  Cnnncil  of  the  Empire,  was  a  prudent 
measure,  though  it  may  prove  to  h«ve  been  adopted         _ 
too  late.     The  publicity  aud  freedom  of  tho  debates       J 
give  the   Government  the   opportunity  of  learning       I 
many  wholesome  and   unpalatable   truths,  and   the       | 
most  obnoiious  members  of  the  Ministry  have  been  | 

forced  to  withdraw  under  the  presaute  ot  ^ai^etsi, 
opinion.  As  snon  as  tho  Council  hud  c\ob6Ai\* 
HtHsfon  dig  Em-ERQR  promulfiated  a  BonetaVCoa.-, 
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Btitutlon  far  the   Bmpin?,  toother  with  a  aerial   < 
BBparate  charters  for  the  different  provinces.     Th 
EyBt«m  VBA  ve\l  construoted  and  plausible,  but  in 
lias  already  proved  abortive  through  its  fundament^ 
incompatibiiit?  with  the  daimt  of   Hangary.     Tbw 
kingdom  which  forms  the  most  important   unit  i 
tlie   aggregate   of  the  Aoatrian  dominions  Etoadi' 
refuses  to  ucrifiee  its  separate  existence,  or  ' 
Tecogiiize  the  arbitrar7  tnspenaion  of   its   old   Oony] 
Btitution,     Accordinglj,   the   Hungarians   deman 
the  restomtJon   of  their  rights  as   they  existed  Iob 
lS43,and  theyinnston  the  reunion  of  the  SlavonioT 
dependenciei  which  have  sinoe  been  detached  tram 
the  kiQsdom.    The  imbecile  Concordat  hag  had  thn 
effect  of  uniting  Catholics  m'th  Protestant9|  andthm 
Diet,  when  it  meets,  will  be  onanimous  in  lis  asset 
tion  of  the  national  franchises,  and  only  divided  a 
the  question  of  mnintaining  a  dynastic  unio 
Austns.     The  result  will   depend   chiefly   e 
pTOgresB  of  events  in  Italy,  for  the   impending  wa4 
in  V  enetia  would  at  once  be  followed  up  by  a  rising 
in    Hmngary,    and    probably   by  the  revolt  of    tin 
Hungarian  portion  of  the  army.     By  consenting  t 
the  sale   of  his  Italian  possessions,  and  by  a  simnl'4 
taneons  acquiescence  in   the  constitational  limitu 


tion  of  the  Austrian  Empire.  Little  aid  i 
coercion  of  his  subjects  can  be  expected  from  Rua 
while  the  Emperor  ALEJCANHEit  is  embarrasaed  1  _ 
the  revived  diiiaffeotion  of  Poland,  and  by  thW 
progresa  of  revolutionary  schemes  in  all  the  regionr 
which  border  on  the  Lower  Danube. 

The  autumnal  meeting  of  the  two  Emtzbobs  aa^^ 
of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Prussia  at  Warsaw  prove4B 


the  Impossibility  of 
Alliance.  The  only  t 
SorxEBiaya  consisted 


inj^  the    defunct    Holy'l 
in  interest  of   the  three 
their  well-toinded  jealousy 


*W  lieach  MmbHioa.  bat  tha  lAitmoB^  Vi  fcraL  i 
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ensiTB   kaguo  hetrii^ed  the  wido   i^ivoTRprce  of 
it  political   tendoncies.     In   Germany,  PnisBJu,  * 
irithstantlin^  her  raeillationa  and  incocsistenciee,   ' 


dnfensivs   Icag 

notwithstantlin^  h 

Btill  ropresentB  the  national  unity,  in   oppoBition    __ 
the  Austrian  FroCectonite   of   the   Princes      Thfl  * 
Pbinob  Kbdest,  both  in  his  domestio  adrainlBtra- 
tlon  and  in  his  Gormnn  policy,  has   Inllen   ahort  of    ' 
patriotic  itnticipntions  ;  but  no  PrasBitm   Goyereign    ' 
can  aSbrd  to  renounce  the  liopea  which   have   been 
coronected   Trith    his     Honae     einoa    the    days    of    - 
Fbbdbiuck  the  Great,     In  iteadily  rejecting  all  , 
proposals  for  the   dismembermont  of  the  national 
territory  the  Resent  poriorms  an  obvioua  duty  witi 
ftbility  and  firnrneaa.      After  the   annexation    of  ' 
Savoy  the  Parisian  Press  teemed  with  naggestions 
for    the    Bitennion   of    a   aimilw    ] 
provincea   on   the  loft  bank  of  the  1 
was  eihorted  to  follow  the  eiamplo  ot   Kardinia  by 
nnnexing  the  petty  States  in  bet  vicinity,  and  it  waa 
intimated   tliat  the   aasent   a[   France  might  be  ns 
easily  purchaaod  in  Germany  aa  in   Italy.     A  proof 
of  the  official  origin  ot  these  projects  lias  since  been 
furnished  by  a  speech  of  it.  bb  Pep-siqht,  who  ' 
informed  tha  Oouncil- General   of  liia   department 
that  France  desired  the  nguraudiBement  of  Prufiaia,, 
Bubjoct  to  the  condition  of  a  suitable  eqniralent  for 
horself.  The  PhiiNCB  Recent  intimated  bo  little  satis- 
faction  with  the  overtures  of  his  formidable   neigh- 
bour  that   the  Emperor   NjPOLiioir,   In  the   early 
euniiner,  proposed  a  perHonal   interview  at   Baden. 
There  was  humour  as  well  aa   pmdenca   in  tho   re- 
ception  which  awaited  the   Imperial    gueat.     Ten 
Gorinan  Princes  were  Msemhlod  around  the  Recent, 
aa  witnesses  of  any  transaction  in  which  they  might 
be  conoemod  ;  and  it  became  clear  that  the  resump- 
tion of  the  Ehenish  frontier  mnst  be  effected,  if  at 
all,  by  war,  by  utivenal  au&o^a,  or  by  bot&b  cA'ww 
TJoIeat  Biaibod,  and  not,  as   in   tha  cotTCTOOTifeyi 
AiDiaapncedent,  fey  diplomatig  otwim. 
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Aboui  the  Eftmo  time  King  Leofold  had  ocsnsloa 
to  BCkuowJedge  in  Bulgium  an  onthuBiastic  populnc 
demonstration  in  favour  of  the  independence  which 
has  iHstod  for  tUirty  prosperous  jeiita.  It  wiia  Ken^^ 
rally  believed  tbat  Freflch  agents  were  intriguing  1 
in  farouP  of  annexation,  iiud  the  answer  irhicn  -' 
has  been  retumod  Ui  their  invitiitions  will  be  onn- 
clusiye  for  tlie  present.  Even  in  Spain  an  abortiva 
conspiracy  wna  attributed  to  the  same  disquieting 
influence  which  was  diUiising  uneusiness  over  nil 
parts  of  Europe.  Tha  plot  itself  may  probably  hava  J 
been  of  indigenous  fourth,  but  the  Moorish  war,  J 
witli  which  it  waa  immediately  connected,  was  1 
undertaken  under  French  inspiration,  Tha  ^ 
campaign  in.  Africa,  which  at  the  beginning  of  1860 
had  recently  commenced,  cuntinned  during  tha 
winter  without  leading  either  to  raversea  or  to 
glory.  The  Moors  displayed  an  entire  absence  of 
military  qualities,  and  the  Spaniards,  though 
succewful  in  nuncrous  obscure  akirmisliea,  occupied 
three  months  in  the  march  from  Couta  to  Tetuan. 
At  the  moment  when  peace  vaa  concluded  General 
Obteca  suddenly  landed  from  the  Balearic  JbIos  fur 
tlie  puvpoae  of  proclftiming  OnAiujB  VI,  sa  King, 
The  neigUbouring  re^meuta  refused  to  join  in  tha 
revolt,  the  rebel  chief  was  executed,  and  the  Pile- 
tcndeh  and  bis  brother,  liaving  been  captured, 
signed,  with  the  characteristio  cowardice  o£  theii 
race,  an  abdication,  which  they  afterwards,  with 
hereditary  perfidy,  retracted.  There  is 
to  hope  that  their  bBsonsBs.  coinciding  with  tha 
deposition  of  their  cousin  of  Naples,  may  hence- 
forth eliminate  From  history  the  male  line  of  tha 
•Spanish  Bodiibons.  In  domestic  as  well  as 
foreign  afeira  the  policy  of  Franco  has  been  uni 
trtin  and  fitful.  By  ostensible  diplomacy  and 
private  communications,  by  paraphleta  and 
deapatohea,  and  by  military  and  naval  movements, 
the  Emperor  M'u'Oi.bon  has  atotnii^ftVi  i.liiiQ»l».\i 
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nnd  resti-ained  tlio  enterpriee  of  Italian  freedom. 
The  grpBt  PoweiB  of  tha  Continent  ha*e  been 
tiUrmed  at  the  renewal  of  the  old  Imperial  bjbLciij, 
while  the  aiaaller  DBigLbourin^  States  have  befia 
tiioro  Beriouslj  diaturbeil  by  taax  for  ttioiF  owu 
indepenJeuee.  The  Treaty  of  Commerce,  originat- 
ing in  &  viae  re|^rd  for  the  coininerce  and  prosperity 
of  France,  might,  perhaps,  have  acoompuahed  the 
incidental  purpose  of  conciliating  English  Fcelia};,  if 
tlie  conclusion  of  the  uraogement  had  not  beeu 
immediately  followed  by  the  seizure  of  Savoy  and. 
Nice.  A.  still  graver  cause  of  uneasiness  was  fur- 
nished by  the  espeditioa  to  Syria,  cciinaiding  mth 
many  suspicious  rumours  of  approaching  complioa- 
tiona  in  the  East.  The  chronio  and  objure  feudg 
of  the  tribes  in  the  Lebanon  had  Guddenly  eKploded 
in  a  furious  attack  of  the  Druses  on  tlieir  Maronite 
neighbours,  who  seem,  under  the  instigation  of 
thoir  clergy  and  of  foreign  agents,  to  have  given 
the  first  provocation.  The  TurHak  authorities 
connived  nt  the  masaaoTes  which  ensued,  and  at 
DaniBscUH  tlicy  alloived  a  fonaticiil  and  bloodthirsty 
rabble  to  pUlago  and  murder  tiie  Christian  inhabi- 
tanta  without  either  opposition  or  remonstrance. 
Their  criminal  rewissnesa  has  siuoe  been  punished 
by  FiTAD  Pasha,  iihe  UommiBsionsr  of  the  Sultan, 
with  exemplary  severity  ;  but  a  French  army  still 
holds  the  chief  military  posts  in  Syria,  and  tlio 
period  of  ocoupntion,  whidi  waa  originally  limited 
to  sii:  months,  has  recently  been  extended.  Boon 
after  the  despatch  of  the  expedition  the  Emperor 
Napolbun',  in  a  public  letter  to  Count  Pekbio^jy, 
endeavoured  to  reassure  English  anxieties  by  pro- 
fesaions  of  an  unttmbitiouu  policy  iu  Europe  and  in 
Asia..  Ijord  Palmbusio?!'  represented  the  opinioi 
OE  the  country  by  a  coldly  courteous  reception  of  thi 
imperial  overture.  Pacific  profeasioHB,  \\o'«<5"JOi: 
■""  '  Sitiafaistory  when  t.\ies  '    ' 

One   ITreneh  aruiy  i 
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and  another  in  the  Levant,  although  tfielT  empIojM 

Slant  niay  admit  of  explaiintion,   trill   produce  ^ 

"^  Hurriog  neoessity  for  candid  and  pluuaiblo  Mcas 

"infidencB  wonid  be  more  effoctiislly  revived 

a  and  abroad  by  poise verance  in   the   compi 

^eJy  liberal  sy stain  wliidi  luis  recently  boeninau^ 

I   France.     H   Hut  ^i^eat  buiiies  of  the  Stt 

B  really  allowed  to  particiiiutu  Jii  tho  direction 

iblic  policy,  there  will  be  less  risk  of  tlie  snrprii 

Jlicli  baive  for  aoiuQ  yourn  from  time   tn   timu  di 

Jrungud  all  political  cA'oiilationa.    The 

■  the  Fronoh  Goyemment,  arising  in  an  inilividi 

\1,  hare  necesaivily  been  oboracterixed  by 

aty.  if  nut  liy  ciipricy.    yiia  AiistriaB  urivr  ai 

1   xWity  of   ConiniBFce  vrere  cjiudly  iinrorese 

to  English  understandiii^ii  even  the  abolitiaj 
laH^orta  ia  oonhisinn  aa  well  aa  agreeable.     '''" 
na  t!an  he  mora  wulcotna  tu  u  nntion  «b 
utla  official  interfurence  ;    yet  it  is  diflicult  ti 
irstajid  the  funcldems  of  a  IJosisliitive  boi^  ii!  .. 
mtry  where  so  swetiping  a.  clinn^e  eon  bo  effectsil 
''  e  will  of  tho  E.'ieoutive.     (JoristitutioniLl  righta 
voluntaiy  concesaions   by  IJie    Oua\m    haxa 
in  oooinion  ;  yet  it  ia  not  for  Enfjlisliman  to 
[ect  to   a  benelioiiil   iiiunsure,  espociully  as   the 
irovement   ia   directly  cnniplimoutaiy  to   them- 
1.     Tbe  feeling  wliiuh  exists  botvi'nf  n  tlie  tvo 
intriea  i»,  on  tho  whote,  not  unfrienUiy,  although 
need  of  vigilanoe  on  tJiiB  tide  the  Channel  ia 
iBiantly  renewed   bv  constant  a^iditiona  to  the 
inch  arniamontB  on  land  and  on  aca, 
'JTho  tendency  to  irritation   and   alarm  has  been 
^bly  diminished  by  thu  estwoiiliniiry  buccebb  of 
I  Volunteor  organization.    The  dafeuaive  force 
the  country  hon  within  a  ye:ir  and  a  half  been 
iBsd  by  160,000  men,  of  whom  two-thirds   are 
ly  competent  to  take   Iheir  plneo  in  a  line  of 
.   tiome  of  tho  re^ments  have  obtained  extra- 
rjr  efficiency  both  ia  drill  and  in  nianoenvrea. 


nnd  tne  possibility  of  equipping  a  far  largor  fores  ti 
reaiat  an  invasion  haa  been  amply  damonstrated 
The  reviawH  by  the  Qcbbn  of  iarga  Voluntear  bodioi. 
iu  Hyda  Piirk  and  at  Edinburgh  have  been  foUowad 
by  provincial  inspuctiona  in  all  parts  of  thn 
kingdom,  and  by  innumerable  cuiupetitiona  for 
prizes  in  Hliootini;.  Aa  tlie  fortifioatioiis  which  wura 
Btuictioneil  by  Parliament  are  in  active  progress, 
there  it  reason  to  hope  for  a  cesaation  of  the  pantos 
which  have  hitherto  ensued  ub  often  aa  tlicre  was  a 
prciapacib  of  war  io  Europe.  The  Volunteer  move- 
ment would  have  been  leaa  practicable  in  a  time  of 
distruBs  or  of  {:olitical  discontent.  In  the  presant 
year  all  the  principal  departmenta  of  industry  hars 
been  prosperous,  and  ovcu  agriculture  has  siittered 
leaa  than  woa  feared  from  sousons  of  extraordinary 
inclamency.  The  active  iiitereat  which  attended 
the  liaoncial  discussioua  in  Parliament  subsided  ai 
the  dose  of  the  Susalon,  and  the  autumn  hits  passed 
without  any  attempt  to  excite  popular  agitation. 
It  was  found  liopelessly  impossible  tu  create  an 
excitement  on  the  subject  of  (he  Peers  and  tha 
Paper  Duty,  and  in  two  or  three  recent  speecliea 
Mr.  BitidUT  haa  bouii  compalled  to  fall  back  on  th« 
standard  griev^mce  of  u  rostricted  Partiomentaiy 
fronohisa.  It  would  be  dilticult  for  the  ocuteat 
Reformer  to  disc'OTer  nny  syroptoni  of  general 
desire  for  the  reduction  of  English  institutiom 
to  the  uninriting  level  of  the  auf&age  whislt 
■npporta  despotism  in  France  and  demoaracy  in 
Aniariea. 

The  uianufacturera  are,  on  the  wholu,  satisfied 
with  the  alt«ratioua  eli'ei;tiid  in  the  Frcinah  "i'ai-iff  ' 
under  the  provisions  a(  the  Treaty  of  Commerce* 
Mr,  CoBrKX,  who  lias  displayed,  much  assiduity  and 
iiktellignncu  in  the  arraii^ment  of  the  details,  not 
UOnuturally  receives  the  credit  for  a  liberality  ob 
the  port  of  the  French  Government,  YfLiic\i  leaUj 
pruvss  that  his  wtevvfntioa  was  aJoioat  auper&VLOiM 


Findinn  himself  atrona  enough  to  defy  tLi 
tU)iusU,tbe  Elnijieroi'  Haiol£0»  determined  to  . 

Ineni  by  the  Eaino  measure  both  the  conimeL 

Udtpeiity  of   Ilia   BuLjects  uad   the  I'svenne  of  the 

^le.     'Xhe   pliablu   zeal   of  Mr.  Oobuek  aad  Mr. 

Oladkionk   guve   liim  tlie  oppoitunity  of  making  a 

Jmihle  piTtit   by  uoiivertiiig   into   a  bargain    the 

Bbunge  which  he  would  fur  his  own  Bukeliai'e  other- 

jise  oKli'ml  ta  u  boon.    Uaviiig  thus  consulted  tlie 

^tcitsta  of   frewdi   jii'oJucei'B,  he  wiia   tlie  better 

*  isist  oil  bfiiietiting   the   conaumerB  &ad  tlie 

loUBu.     Ti^e  duties  on  English  gDoda   ]ibv« 

gordin^ty  been  aeatEsed   at  reiimnec&tive  rates. 

Hind  ncit  on  &  piohihilive  acaJe^  wbU'li  would  buve 

Butrolizcd   the   Treaty.      Mr.   Coudks's    lei-vicea 

)  benn  useful  in   collecting  aiid   transunitting 

Mnalion,  eEpaciiUly  in  reffrence  to  the  difficult 

.  _i»  hetwuen  specific  and  mi  viUinxm  duties.  Wlien 

«  rata  falls  short  of  Die  Rtiputatcd  inajiimwn,  it  is 

jlridtint  that  the  .reduction  is  indvpendent  of  the 

hty,   nor  caii  it   ha  rooaonably  supposed  that 

inch  conuessioRS  have  betm  mode  in  deference  to 

,   Coudbs'm     autliority,   or    to    hia   perauaaive 

Hi>[iuenw.     The   cliaapprovnl   of   the  Triaty  which 

-''rtaiiinl   loili    ill    Piirliiimeut   and  in  the 

hmh    fniiii.'i.-ii   .)!    !ii]:iiicittl  reasons,  utterly 

llwrttroiii  i;n' :■ u,,,:,  J  ..|,i.nainnof   tho   Taritl. 

B  biiii;;ilI:,i  .■  ■.[.i  ■■■  .1  mi.  ■  viliiuh  iiro  founded  on 
I  lihniiU  |"'i-y  111"  I'iaiiL^  lind  no  bearinf,' wLut- 
ir  on  tlio  iiai'!iiiioiint  obligation  of  a  Chancollor  of 
e  Exttlioq^uer  to  maintiiin  an  equilibrium  in  hia 
n.lSef. 

"   i   iili.jfiiicB   of    politioiil  excitement,  general 

A      !'.   I  in  lliii  auccBsafulvieit  of  the  Prince 

!i  Ajiibiiua.     The  loyalty  wliich  ia 

>.^  ciiitoin  and  onconviction  seems 

'  <  >'i   ji.t'i  :o  stron-{er   personal  feeling   in 
11;  M.,,i.H,.r.:.;iiua  of  the  Cruw^j.     Tho  inhal 
uitn   irl    iuo   cu-onies   received  tlie   Pfu^'i 
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welcome  but  sliglitly  inierrupt^d   hy  tlia  oTiatinsta 

Serversity  of  tbe  Orajigomen  in  Upper  Caimdii. 
he  Duke  of  Newcastle,  by  bis  atcady  refusal  to 
Eanction  Party  demoiiBtr'atioas,  <H>uve}'od  n  valiiabia  , 
.  TeMon  both,  to  the  olitrusivs  factianaiul  to  tlioir  local 
opponents.  It  ia  the  privilege  of  Uoyalty,  Htuudiiig 
apart  from  internal  diesemioiis,  to  represont  tiie  ' 
iiapartittl  unity  of  tlie  tetato,  and  tiio  crurespondJnfj 
defect  IB  ooiutantly  observed  in  Republics  wbeii  tba 
cliief  of  the  Exj^cutive  is  leader  of  a  doimiiaiit 
majority.  The  genei'al  demeanour  of  the  colonists 
to  Uieir  young  and  brilliant  guest  wue  marked  by 
perfect  good  toite  as  well  as  by  geauine  cordiality^ 
and  Englishmen  might  reflect  with  Baliafactiou  that 
in  the  wide  expanse  oE  Britiah  America  no  sound  of 
applause  was  either  sii(>geBted  by  servile  hopes  anil 
fears  or  prompted  by  official  interterenee.  Free- 
men alone  have  it  in  their  power  to  ofl'er  hospitality 
to   Frinoes,  becauia  thay  oan  withhold   it  at  their 

Sleasure.  If  the  name  of  the  Qdegm  had  not 
Bsorved  and  oommandod  universal  respect,  not  a 
town  in  Canuda  would  have  troubled  itself  vritli  an 
aSectatiOD  oE  goodwill  to  her  representative  and 
heir.  The  ovation  which  was  awarded  to  the  Friiioe 
of  WiiES  in  all  parts  of  tlie  United  States  was  still 
more  aatiifaotoryMid  remarkable.  The  imaginative 
nr  even  fanciful  feeling  which  causes  Americana  t 
feel  an  interest  in  the  Iloyal  Family  of  England  i 
not  the  less  strong  beoauae  it  is  wholly  unconnected 
with  political  relations.  A  Ilepubbcnn  who  has 
never  ennceivad  the  possibility  of  living  under  a 
Illonarchy  feels  himself  at  liberty  to  iwlmiro  without 
scruple  the  liigheat  inipei'Eonation  of  fortune  and  of 
liiitorio  greatness  which  belongs  to  his  blood  and 
languane.     Tha  great  qualities  wliich  have  left   the 

Euont  reign  unstained  by  even  a  personal  error 
va  oonfirmed  the  diapiHitioa  of  Americans,  and 
espeoially  of  American  women,  to  tkcoipua  \n 
Ois  Qitun  of  EsaLAUB   tks  sooial  oMei  ol  ^Vfca 
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The  youth  of  the  Pkibcb,  the  grace  of  Iila 
lers,  anii  the  iinifomi  good  jud^rnetit  which  he 
liayed,  were  well  CHlciiKted  to  mstam  th( 
(iiisiaain  wliich  wos  oiciteH  by  his  name  ani' 
parentBge,  It  eauoofc  he  doobtod  that  thinlcini 
Americaiui  wished  at  the  aams  time  toaoothetb. 
eeporiti^s  which  hnTo  too  often  arisea  between  thM 
great  Eepablic  and  the  mother  country.  It  i  -"■  *" 
duty  of  Englishmen  heartily  to  accept  and  to  roc 
cate  an  opportone  and  generous  evertnro. 
interchange  of  good  wishes  may  commence  with  ■ 
cordiil  desire  for  a  poacable  and  prosperous  aoli 
tJon  of  the  serious  political  difficulties  which 
menace  the  snfety  of  the  Union. 

The  consequences  which  have  imTnediatsI] 
followed  the  election  of  a.  Eapuhlioan  Pbesibbh"^ 
have  probably  talcen  the  South  aa  well  oa  the  North 
by  surprise.  Loud  threats  of  secession  hnd  been  bo 
habitually  uted  that  they  wore  Keiierally  classed 
among  the  eiaggerntions  of  American  Party  war- 
fare. There  w»s  undoubtedly  some  atlbctstion  bo"" 
in  the  sinister  forebodings  of  the  Democrats  and 
the  obstinaco  incredulity  of  the  iSeimblii 
it  waa  ouly  in  .South  GRrolina  Hnil  in  ( 
adjacenc  Stntes  timt  the  lUsriintion  of  the  Unioj 
was  aerionsly  cnnleni[i('!tfii),  '['he  piitliors  of  ths 
wfivement  pmlmLly  lor(i>cil  a  BmnU  minority  even 
in  Chiirleaton  itself,  but  tliey  hare  taken  advantage 
of  a  moment  wbeli  the  pro-slavery  orators  had  com- 
mitted themselves  too  far  to  tecedei.  South  Carolina 
has  practically  thrown  off  the  Federal  authority, 
and  tlie  remaining  Cotton  States  seem  abont  to 
adopt  n  similar  course.  The  older  slaveholdiny 
"    agitated     by   conHictir.^    unce^■♦J 


tirt^^^B 
lion"^^" 


comiiiniiitii^a  ore  agitated  by  conHictir,^  uncer-^^^H 
tainties,  wishing  at  the  same  time  to  cimg  to  thftt^^H 
TJninti  and  to  extort  impossible  cL>neesstona  from  t^i*^^^! 

LKorthem  States.  The  Republicana  are  evidentl^^^^^ 
parplexed  by  their  trinmph,  and  their  Demoeratu^^^^ 
opponents  see  in  the  unexpected  fiilfilmant  of  thai>4^^H 
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own  prediationa  the  imminent  ruin  of   tlielr  party, 

t^irough  the  secesBion  of  their  slaveholding   alliee. 

Tha   election   of   Mr.  Likcoln   is  in  itself  only  an 

giaginajy  or  symliolic  grievance.     The   Pbbsidbn*^ 

^  no  initiative  in  Federal  legialation,  nor  ii  it  " 

m  power  to  interfere  with  IocbI  rights  of  proper  _ 

*"  1   oatcasible   points   in  diapnta   ars  the  right  4! 

seeing  bIbvsb  in  the  Territories,  and  the  unc(»lt 

Etutional   sets  by  which   lome   free   States  haW 

^idered  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  inoperative.  BofS 

Jiestiona  lie  within  the  competence  of  the  SnpremQ 

Jbnrt,  which  has  unifornily  interpreted   the   Coiffl^ 

fetution  ia  accordance  with  tiie  prctenjitons  of  tat 

■voowners.     The     Presiiiknt    haa  no   nic 

iflnencing  the  decision,  except  by  the   nom 

E  partisan  Judges  to  vacancies  which  may  oi 

"b  Federal  Bench,  bnt  the  Southern    Statea  re 

6  discovery  tliat  a  majority  of  the  entire  popuI» 

I  is   opposed  to   the   extension  of   Slavery,     i 

.  mciliation  seems  hopeless  if  the  Union  is  onlyK 

>  preserved   on   the  oonditions  BUguested  by  HbS 

BoCHAVAir  in  bia  Presidential  itlcsiage.     The  Neljj 

Kngland   States   might,  perhaps,   repeal   the   lai^ 

whieh  they  hava  pusaed  iu  defisncu  of  the  Conatittn 

iioa  ;  but  it  is  absurd  to  expect  that   the   Eep"'"' 

{fins  will  turn  their  riotory  into  a  defeat  by  ack 

ledfing  the   abstiact  right   of  property  m  e1 

Ot  by  legislating  in   accordance  with  the  decision  d 

the  Supreme  Court  in  favour  of  Slai-ei. 

^"■^    rtories.    The  prospect  of  the  maintenance  d 

ration  of  the  Union  must  be  derived  from  miMf 

isral   conaiderations,  nbich   have  hitherto  be^ 

bsoured   by   party   pasaions.      The   States   whic| 

Jeilitate  secession  have  m  yet  by  no  meana  reftlise 

establishment    of    an    inland     frontier    i 

!,  and  perhaps  enemies,  on  the  other  s 

.Ib   of  which   they   complsin   can   only   I 

^ravfttod  by  the  abdication  of  the  hold  over  thi 

nfsdenteB  which  thsT  derive  from  tho  Coa&tit 


tion  and  from  their  alliancs  witli  the  Democnto  ot 
the  VorLb.  Scparatiuu  will  convert  every  free  Sttta 
into  a  aai»  aajlaia  for  fugitive  slBveB,  And,  if  m 
petition  af  the  territaries  is  effected,  the  Soatfaera 
Cenfoderaoy  will  only  abtAin  tie  portiou  whioli 
luiut^  from  lituation  and  climtte,  necefiaril^  hkva 
fallen  to  ita  sbere.  Mr.  Buobakih  iraa  nxht  in 
thinking,  if  not  in  saying,  that  it  is  impouible  to 
coeroB  a  ECceding  StatSj  because  American  institu- 
tionB  involve  no  provision  for  the  Government  of  % 
conquered  province.  The  pride  of  belonging  to  a 
great  nation,  tiie  habit  of  union,  and  the  con- 
vemence  of  unrestricted  intercourse,  will  probably 
induce  the  Slave  States  to  devise  some  attainable 
compromise,  if  only  time  is  given  for  negotiation 
and  reflection.  The  feelings,  and  pcrliaps  the 
interest  of  England,  are  on  the  side  of  continued 
union.  The  free  commerce  which  might  be  opened 
at  Charleston  or  New  Orieans  would  fail  to  produce 
cordial  reltttioiw  with  a  Confederacy  which  would  bo 
pledged  to  promote  the  indefinite  extension  o! 
Slavery,  even  if  it  were  not  tsmpted  to  raviva  tha 
Slave  Trade. 

The  close  of  the  year  has  been  rendered  memor- 
able by  the  succeBsful  termination  of  the  China 
"Wu,  which  had  been  rendered  necesiary  by  tha 
broach  of  Lord  Elgis's  former  Treaty  in  tha 
autumn  of  1869.  The  expedition  was  for  the  most 
part  arganized  in  India,  and  the  Ooxmasvzr-is- 
Chieit  and  some  of  his  principal  oEUcers  had  attained 
distinction  by  their  servioea  in  tha  campaigns  occa- 
sioned by  tha  Mutiny.  By  the  middle  of  ths 
Bummer  the  force  was  assembled  in  an  admirable 
Btnte  of  efficiency  in  the  vicinity  of  the  soene  ot 
operatioDS,  The  excusable  backwardness  of  tha 
French  preparations  delayed  the  commencement  of 
tba  war  till  the  autumn,  and  it  was  fortunate  that 
the  combats  and  negotiations  which  eniued  war* 
completed  before  tke  winter.    The  osptore  ol  thai 
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Taku  Forts  wai  chiefly  Temaikable  as  the  first 
[d^acticol  proof  tkat  tho  Armstrong  guna  vera  as 
,  aSectiva  in  actual  sercica  as  on  the  practisiug- 
round.  The  Tartu:  troops  of  the  enemy  diaplayM  ' 
..dlituty  qualitisa  uf  a  high  ordei',  but  the  eiior: 
IBperiority  of  European  waapoiis  londered  > 
wntast  hopelessly  un«qual,  f"Vom  the  Erst  arrivi 
A  the  expedition  the  Ohineac  agents  put  in  prHctiM 
"  he  Temmrces  of  their  indigenous  system  ftf 
macy,  but  the  net  of  the  retreating  Orientli 
Ipmhatant  htu  ceaBed  to  be  a  matoh  for  the  iirord*^ 
'  ruit  of  tha  Enghah  gladiator.     As  often  ai  . 

irai  exposed  tlie  allied  forces  made  a  step  infl 
,   and   any  liesitation   nhich   Lotd    ELom 
P^ght  have  felt  was  dissipated  by  tlie  captoT' 
I  'iKMy  of  officers  and  civihani  nho  were  engaj 
■  peacafnl   mission.     The   capture  of  ths  g 
Feltin,  though,  unhappily,  inefleotual  in  saving  tlUi 
lives  ot  the  prisouors,  at  once  led  to  the  concluaiot' 
of  ttio  peace  irhich  had  formed  the  sole  object  I 
the  expedition.     By  the  flight  of  the   £!Mr£ROit,  b, 
the  violation  of  Hia  iuunuuity  of  the  capital,  and  b; 
the   eiposure    of   the    vulnerable    points    of   1 
Honarohy,  the  Chinese  have  purchased  ths  thir$l 
I  ii^ibyllina  book  in  time  to  avert  total  destruction.  ^M 
'the  conditions  of  peace  are  observed  with  iven  toler-f 
able  good   faith,  all   reasonable  Englishmen  will  n  _ 
'~ice  to  dispense   for  the  future  ^th  a  series  ^| 
stly,  unsatisfaotory,  and  inglorious  wars. 
The  Obituary  of  16G0,  nappily,  contains  few  wall 
'~~9wn  names.     The  statesman  of  cha  Regency 
_._j  lawyers  who  commenced  their  career  iu   -— _ 
'teign  of  Qeorqb  lU.,  still  display  undiminiahttSn 
vigour  in  the  midst  of  a  second  or  third  generation.  ■ 
The  House  of  Commons  misses  scarcely  anyfamU'  ~ 
presence,  except  that  of  the  obstinate  old  Bailor,w 
Incessantly  denounced    the    shortcomings    of    f 
Admiralty  and  urged  the  iiicreaae  of  the  Navy.    I_._„ 
"  isITAnBit,  with«amaUBhKteoi1i^«iiA^^»v 


tiul  power  of  hu  noe,  poiuued  the  courage,  tba 
energy,  and  the  Mlf  aateem  ul  hia  still  more  cele- 
brated kiiumea.  Hu  election,  in  his  old  age,  by  a 
lueti'opolitan  conatituency,  proved  that  the  tradi- 
tional firitiah  tar  it  atUl  the  most  popular  oharautsr 
with  the  multitude,  eapacialiy  when  he  is  believed 
to  have  been  treated  wJLh  injattice.  A  leaiuan  i*( 
greater  fanie,  and  of  far  higher  genius,  died  about 
the  aame  time  in  the  fulness  of  years.  With  " 
piactiouble  disposition,  nith  prudence,  and,  aXiav 
all,  nith  good  fortune.  Lord  Dl'ndokald  might 
probably  have  rivalled  the  fame  of  Nklson,  by 
aireotiog  againat  the  contra  of  the  enemy'a  power 
the  vast  naval  fone  whiuh  in  the  latter  yeara  of  the 
war  floated  idlj'  on  all  parts  of  the  oceatt.  The  cloud 
of  doubt  which  reat«d  on  s  portion  of  his  career  ww 
thought  to  have  been  clear^  away  by  time,  tind  by 
the  natural  did'uaiou  of  hia  fame.  It  ia  unfortunate 
that  the  heroism  which  oi^iit  to  have  been 
mployed  in  the  service  of  his  country  was  wasted 
)i  the  obscure  struggles  of  Greeks  and   of   mongrel 

-  igu  Spaniards. 

Statesmen    have    recently    passed    away, 

Hviiig  a  general  feeling  of  regret  and  esteem.  Lord 

DAUitiKisia  died  in  middle  life,  huvia^  already 
paued  tliroiigb  a  great  career  witli  a  repntatioa  for 
ability  acai-cely  equalled  among  hts  conteuipuriviea 
in  publia  life.  Lord  Abbsdebn's  employineiit  in 
affairs  extended  from  the  end  of  the  war  with 
Kapol£ON  tu  the  first  season  of  the  Crimean 
catnpaigu,  and  iit  youth,  oit  iit  advanced  years,  he 
was  dispassionate,  upright,  and  esceasive  only  in 
his  uniform  anxiety  for  the  Bvoidaiico  of  war.  No 
modetii  English  Minister,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Buke  of  WfiLLUJotos,  lies  commaodnd  in  an  eijusl 
degree  the  rfspeet  and  confidence  of  foieifin  Uourta. 
Modern  compucatiuna  of  publia  right  involving  the 
^^throw  of    established  dvnastios    found    Lord 

}£Xjf  at  ia  a£e  inapt  to  leain,  and  he  probabl; 


i 
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_  irdad  the    ooniequent    r«Tolutioni   trith    dis- 
■pproval  rather   than  with  hope.     His   retirement 
from  pabiia  businesi  relieved  him  from  tho  necesa 
of  opposing  courses  of  action  irhich  must  have  c 
flict^d  irich   his  habititti  leaning.     His   Bat;acity,il 
tiotrever,  wm  proved  bj  his  irell-lcnoim  deularationrf 
that,  nottritlistanding  (he  superficial  difierences  ^m 
pnrties,  t1ie    foreign    policy   of    England    is  really  I 
always  the  same.     The  natioD  is  at  present   almostT 
tinanimoua  in   its  views   of  the  critical  position  o^ 
Europenn    «flairs.       There    seems    no     reason    ti 
appreheod  anjr  serious  cause  of  InterDal  or  domesdO'il 
dissenaion,  hut,  in  the  obscurity  of  the  future,  it  U 
saffioient  to  record  the  completion  of  a  not  unsatis** 
(aotory  year. 


'  had   not 

I  the  den 

was  impi 

^^^^Iw  cones 
^^^^ba  ren< 


18GL 
,  . .  1861  had,  till  near  ila  close,  paased  oveBH 
[land  in  uneventful  domestic  tranquillity,  au4a 
and  revolutions  which  seemed  to  threateql 
the  peace  of  Europe   had   been   suspsDded  or  pDBt>fl 
poned  during  its  course  ;  yet  ns  portion  of  a  period,* 
unprecedentedly  fertile  of  political  surprises  will  I>^ 
more  conspicuous  in  history.     The  French  war  witjl 
Austria,  and  the   constitution   of  the  North  Itslian 
Kingdom   in   ISoU,    were   followed   in   the 
year  by   GAKtBAitii's   romantic  enterprise   and  1 
the   uneipeoted  annexation   of  Naples.     Comm 
anticipation  pointed  to  an  attack   on  Yenetia  ii 
ensuing  spring  as  soon  as  Gaeta  should  have  fal 
but  Italy  was  not  fully  armed,  and   the  Hungarian 
had   not   yet  worked   out  by  censiitutional   procesajl 
the   demonstration   that   cumpromise   with  ADstriftj^ 
was  impossible.     During  tlie  interval  general  att 
tion  was  suddenly  diverted  from  Eastern  Europe 
b«  concentrated  in   the  opposite  direction,     Wh 
renewed  cohesion  of  the  various  I^Wkq  '^^ 
teemtd   to    bo   aatabUsbinc    ^^ 
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doctrine  of  national  unitv,  the  great  AmerlcMii 
Federstion,  in  apitc  of  identity  of  race,  of  iBnguagCri 
and  of  laws,  finally  burst  Mimder.  Tha  oircum-' 
stances  of  the  dturoption  were  as  extraordinarj  as 
the  actual  separation  of  the  South  from  the  UnioD,, 
and  the  progreM  of  the  strange  Civil  War,  which 
represents  tlis  ''ngry  disappointnient  of  the  North, 
has  ever  since  bem  watched  by  Enptishmen  with 
abaorbiiig  and  almost  eiclnBivfl  curiosity. 

The  abaence  of  oxciteinent  at  home  has  left  poli- 
ticians at  lotEure  to  indnlgu  in  the  tempting  paatime 
of  looking  from  a  safe  shore  on  the  troubled  waters 
without.  The  Parhamentary  Session  passed  with- 
out a.  3fiiiisteriiil  crisis,  without  a  serioiu  it«fona 
Bill,  and  almost  withriut  a  party  division.  Ivord 
John  HuasELL,  before  his  withdrawal  from  the 
Houae  of  Commons,  qnietlj  repudiated  further 
trilling  irilh  a  spurious  agitation,  and  two  or  threa 
Bmnteiii*  projectors  were  seasonably  reminded,  by 
the  Buiiiiitarj-  rcjaotion  of  thtir  schemes,  that  Parlia- 
ment and  the  country  wore  disinclined  to  tamper 
with  the  representative  system  at  a  time  when  in- 
expedient changes  had  proved  themselves  also  um- 
popiilar,  ^e  worlring  clanses  of  some  of  the  manu  - 
focturing  towns  have  lately  been  induced  to  enter 
once  more  into  an  agitation  for  the  estenaion  of  tha 
■ufii'aiie  ;  hut,  altbough  a  weil-conaidered  meosnrs 
for  the  enfranchisement  of  the  aristocracy  of  ths 
operatives  would  be  entitled  to  favourable  considera- 
tion, the  deliberate  opinion  of  Englnnd  revolts  mors 
and  more  against  the  politic&l  supremacy  of  the 
multitude.  The  controversy  is  for  the  proBeat  all 
on  one  side,  and  events  supersede  the  neoessity  of 
argument  against  the  pretensions  of  democracy. 
Universal  suffi^ge  is  found  as  iocapabie  in  America 
as  irJ  ^Francs  of  vindicating  constitutional  rights  or 
mamtaining  legal  safegnards  against  eiecutiva 
en/^roacbaient  la  Australia  a  wide  ftanohiae,  pro- 
ieoted  bj  tha  ^ballot,  eack  in  piotectw*  '\K^W\fti\ 
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>or  the  bihefit  of  tho  dominuit  dau,  in  the  rapid 

.degradation  of  the  provinoial  reprssentBtion,  and 
in  vanUn  and  inceiMnt  ohangei  of  Ministry.  Tha 
Bouse  of  CommonB  was  supported  by  universal 
(fpinion  in  ita  rejection  of  constitutional  chati^os, 
and,  in  she  unuccustuuied  absence  of  a  Reform  Bill, 
its  tranquillily  waa  seldom  disturbed  by  startluia 
proposals  er  by  political  contests.  Mr.  Oi.aistonb 
naa  in  the  previous  year  exhausted  hia  peculiar 
facultj'  «f  deTiaiiiK  obnoxioua  reasona  for  question- 
able meaauiei.  fa  the  Budget  of  tlie  present  year, 
although  be  again  proposed  Uia  repeal  of  taxes,  ho 
had  no  longer  a  delicit  to  deal  irith,  and  he 
ftbstained  from  announcaments  that  new  imposts 
were  intended  to  punish  the  rich,  or  repealed  duties 
Biclusively  to  benefit  the  poor.  Tlia  flnancinl 
■cheme,  fortunately,  approximated  to  commonplnco 
and  common  aause,  and  Mr.  Diskaiili,  when  he 
hoped,  by  the  help  of  an  Iriab.  job,  to  snap  U' 
majority,  found  hiin««l(  compelled  to  defend  tlie 
paradox  that,  although  the  war  Tea  Dctj  could  be 
■pared,  the  smaller  praduct  of  tha  Tax  on  Paper 
was  neoesaary  to  a  tunnoial  equilibrium.  Pmlia- 
ment  once  more  represented  the  wish  of  the 
oountry,  net  in  balancing  Paper  against  Tea,  but 
in  preferring  Lord  pALUSBaroN  to  Lord  Dekbv  mid 
Mr,  DiBSAELi,  In  no  former  Session  Has  a  well- 
considered  choice  of  men  more  entirely  superseded 
any  comparison  of  meaeurea.  The  iJankruptcy  Bill 
lay  beyond  the  region  of  party,  and  in  the  ooatlict 
which  arose  between  tha  two  Houses  on  its  provi- 
■ions  the  (Jovernment  had  little  reaiSon  for  trium|)h. 
No  other  Ministerial  Bill  of  the  year  is  readily  to 
be  remembered,  and  yet,  while  the  professed  Op> 
position  includea  nearly  half  the  Houso  of  Com- 
noiu,  the  QavBrnment  seems  as  firmly  seated  as 
•fer.  Lord  Paimbhston,  in  truth,  re-pteaeTila  *iX.ia 
precise  atato  of  tiifl   national   mind  \n  op^oawi^  "Mi- 

Mtatuary  oh»ageM  nithout  setting  up  Te»atMi*»'** 
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principle,  and  ia  countensnciiig  all  foreign  approxt-, 
mations  to  the  political  theorlat  Mid  if  *teiu  ot  Eng- 
land. It  is  a  minor  merit  that  in  all  party 
Bkirniiaiies  he  opposei  couaumiaate  tact  to  hia  op- 
pun  en  t's  versatile  msenuity. 

The  history  of  the  year  muat  be  looked  for 
abroad,  and  even  Frunce  in  the  heiglit  of  power  and 
of  apparent  prosperity  hM  been  mora  aipoaed  to 
political  changes  than  England.  The  Senate  and 
the  Legislative  Body,  meetinj;  on  the  same  (lay  with 
the  EnKlish  Parliament,  were  invited,  for  the  firat 
time  since  their  institution,  to  discuaa  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  Address  the  general  policy  of  the  Gn- 
sernment.  The  decree  of  the  previona  Koi-eniber, 
which  perinitted  a  partial  freedom  of  debate,  waa 
probably  intonded  as  a  constitutianal  oipttrinient, 
while  it  W4ks  more  iiiiuiedifttely  su^estedby  adefiia 
to  conciliate  ^ueral  support  for  the  Imperial  polioy 
in  Home  and  in  Italy.  The  discusBioni  in  bo<^ 
Chambers  offered  unexpected  enoouragemont  to  the 
party  of  sacerdotal  reaction,  and  yet  it  is  by  no 
means  surprising  that  the  nominees  of  Prelects  ara 
not  in  seneial  ardtnt  champions  of  ctvil  and 
religious  liberty.  After  consulting  the  great  bodies 
of  the  State  the  Emperor  Napoikoh  apparently 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  tliat  hia  tempni-izing 
policy  in  Italy  represented  not  inaccurately  the  in- 
diS'erence  or  connicting  wishes  of  hia  subjacts.  A 
few  weeks  afterwards  the  French  aquadroi)  Waa 
withdrawn  from  Gaeta,  and  at  a  later  ptriod  the 
Kingdom  of  Italy  was  officially  recognized.  On  tha 
other  hand,  tt  £nal  rupture  with  the  Pope  iias  been 
avoided,  and  the  French  garrison  at  KoDie  hai 
indirectly  aasisted  the  expeditions  of  the  halt- 
robber,  half-Royaliat  banda  which  have  kept  tha 
Keapolitan  provinces  in  a  state  of  constant  dis- 
lurbanca.  With  the  docility  in  domestic  aSiirs 
£ot/i  of  the  Sooate  and  of  the  Legie\a\,\^BBo4i-Cnja 
Stt^xaoa   had  abiuidant    raaaou  io  \)»  ifcUft^^iv'. 
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nevertheleag,  the  growing  financial  pressure  haa 
rendiired  it  ceoesaifj  to  Ti^iintePr  a  new  concession. 
The  splendour  and  populsril;  of  the  present 
dyoas^  have  befln  pufchased  by  u  Iftvisli  outlay  of 
capital.  Since  the  full  of  tha  Constitutional 
fllonaroUy  tha  cspenditura  Ima  eiceedod  th« 
revanue  by  abont  two  hundred  miUioiis  sterling. 
The  ^cumulated  deficit,  consisting  of  undischarged  | 
liAbilities,  of  anticipated  receipts,  and  sf  floating  i 
debt,  must  be  provided  for  to  the  extent  of  forty 
miUions.  The  burden  is  thua  far  not  too  heavy  for 
the  resources  of  the   country,  but  it  -is  evidently 


Imancier  control  over  the  eipeiiacB  of  all  pnblio  de- 
))artaientB,  and  he  undertakes  to  nilow  the  Legi£la~ 
tive  Body  additional  powers  of  regulating  tlio 
Budget.  The  deraugemcnt  of  the  Unnnces  proceeds 
not  Irom  any  formal  irregularity,  but  from  tha 
extravagant  luival  and  military  establishments,  and 
from  the  neglect  or  inability  of  the  Oovemment  to 
increase  tnxiition  in  proportion  to  expenditure.  Tha 
Legislative  Body  may,  perhaps,  not  be  able  to 
rebranch,  and  it  vill  certainly  not  be  willing  to 
impose  udditiomil  taxes.  It  is  sttisfautory,  how- 
ever, to  observe  that  modem  ilespotism  in  its  diffi- 
culties always  finds  it  necessary  to  resort  to  consti'. 
tutional  professions. 

The  progress  of  Italian  unity  has  been  steadily 
continued.  IDarly  in  March,  on  the  departin^e  of 
the  French  fleet,  Gaota  capitulated  to  the  Italian 
troops,and  shortly  aftenfards  the  citadel  of  Messina 
surrendered  tvithout  resistanoe.  As  looti  as  the 
BoORBON  11«5  had  disapoeared  from  the  Two  Sicihes 
the  first  national  Parliament,  assembling  at  Turin, 
proclaimed  Vimob  Emmantb!.  King  of  Italy.  The 
title  was  at  once  acknowledged  by  Ens^lwiA,  mift.^ 
a  Uter  perivd  by  Fraaca  and  by  Bovem.\  Po'WOTa  <A 
the teevad rank,     fie  aewkiiiK<loia»XQ.V^^  **^' 
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lolidnting   itsslf  by  ths  very  faot   of   its  eiistence, 

|Bd  tile  nutlioT)!^  of   tha  Government  is  e«t*blUlied 

I  all  parti  of  its  doiulDioos,  eicupting  trbera  the 

ironic  tmu'chy  of  the   more   barburoui  Neapolitan 

dJBtrictEi  i»  seconded  by  brigaoda  pimniag   their 

natural   ptofession   under   the  BUapiuci   of  priests 

Ltiil  BopueoK  agents.     After  th«   faJItire  of  aevoral 

nors    of    Naples,  Cii.ldin-1,  as    Royal    Lieu- 

:,  auoceedad  to   a  conaider&blu   extent  in  re- 

toriog    publie    order.      Della    MakuosiI  is    ap- 

.luvntij  Dontinuing  the  aama  difficult  task,  and  tlie 

^liticol  element  of  diBurder  must  gradually  diminish 

IB  the  impcobability  of  a  restoration   beuomes  mora 

^parent.     The  pretender  nho  hope*  to  ovettlirow 

p  reigning   dynasty   is   engaged  in   a  more  hopeful 

interprisc  than    tixe    di3t>0SBessed    Sovereign   ott.m 

"insikim  whieli  has  itself  ceaoed  to  exist   Italy  n>^(H 

cusibly  be  subjected  to  more  than  one  revolutio^^f 

^  ut  the  iiatioii  will   nevur   again  iu  this  getiemtiol^V 

plbaiit  to  be  divided  in  tttu.    The  national  leadaw  ' 

e  declared   again   and   aj;ain  that  tlte  posaeasioD 

ibe  ancient  capital  ia  indispensable  to  the  perfect 

■Bdopendencs  of   the   kingdom  ;  but   Rome    itscif 

nh>uld  acareely  ratify  the  unity  wf  Italy  ao  affootuaJly 

1  the  camiQou  effort  of   tlie   Niu'th   aad  South  to 

^g1   the   auti-natioual   Govenimant   of  the  Pope. 

inoonaisteuaias  of   French  polioy  in  thia  war 

I  the  national  cauae  ma  elicctuaily  sa  il  the 

bopulur  coiilideuue   in    Nafoleon   11.1.  wens  fuUy 

katiliad  by  hia  aota. 

L  The  chief  uKent  in  the  regaoeration  of  his  coontrj 

Sred  to  see  hia  laak  all   but  accoinpUahed.     Jn  the 

nlypnrt  of  tile  Hunimer  Count  Oavoub  died,  afta 

.  aliort  illuesa,  leaving  the   ncll-earned  reputatk 

ll  tlie  licat  Italian  atateanian  ol  liis  time.    Inflexib^ 

□  purpose,  pliant  in  aitapting  Ilia   condiu 

►  ceoasion,    n   oonaummata    d\\i\on\o^at,  s.  ^wi*.^ 

tJ'liainentarw  Jeadar,  aubtlo  and  \\giKn,t,  cKa^^uxoK^ 

'^•^iag,  ,ad   vei-satUe,   be  iM;^*ci  ^i»  ^lo**  **■ 


^Wl^lll 


ITAl  BTJJIM.iBt— ISSl. 

•OCLTA  by  mnkiny  n  small  State  into  a.  areat 
1  one  respect  he  was  dlutinguisliod  from  all 
Mher  Continental  politictims,  for  tin  knew  ^s 
thoroughly  as  Pbei,  or  Palmkhston  tEie  fciroo  which 
a  Parliiment  hrings  tn  the  support  ot  a  Crown. 
WJienevBt  lis  w/ia  ir«g,«!il  by  (liliioultiea  which 
might  well  have  been  thought  inBuiiemblc,  he  sum- 
motied  the  repreBentativos  of  thu  country  around 
the  Ejso,  and  aecured  for  himself  their  H^utluirity 
to  apeak  and  act  in  the  name  of  the  country,  Tlia 
seeming  obliquities  of  hia  career  utay  generally  bo 
excused  or  eipkinod  by  tlio  position  which  ha 
occupied  in  the  midet  oC  allies  and  opponents  in- 
oomparably  mors  powerful  than  himself.  In  Kng- 
lant^  where  his  greatneds  was  fully  appreciated,  no 
foreign  statesraau  has  ever  been  so  deeply  or 
gennrally  regretted.  The  iininteiTUptsd  piirGtianco 
of  his  policy  aftur  his  deatli  is  in  itnelf  a  proof  thiit 
it  w»a  identified  with  tlie  wolfara  of  liniy.  Hia 
Buoceaaor,  Bnron  JtiOASOi.i,  is  oquolly  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  Unity,  though  he  is  less  popular  and 
less  fertile  in  expedients.  In  the  impossildhty  of 
obtaining  poaaession  of  Komo  without  the  assent  of 
Francej  the  Minister  appears  to  coatBtaplato  an 
sttack  on  the  Papal  Power  in  its  most  vulueruhla 
quarter.  K  a  spiritual  sccBSsion  could  he  practically 
mected  without  the  evils  of  a  professed  schism,  the 
Holy  See  would  find  itself  isolated,  even  tliouijh  it 
remained  in  the  ancient  capital  of  Woiitem 
Christendom.  The  threat  of  such  a  movement 
may,  perhaps,  influence  the  more  prudent  members 
of  the  Sacred  College  to  make  terms  with  the  Itali'J-ii 
Oovemraentwhenavir  the  ill-fated  reign  of  PiuslJL 
reaches  its  natuial  cloic. 

The  foreiirn  policy  of  Italy  neoeasarily  ic^aift  \Tk 
tom»  degree  on  the  mhtiona  of  Hunip.i:y  to  Xnato'i.. 
^f^J^   t'eginning    of    tlie    year    s.  iectfnd\ia.'C%™ 


I 


I 

Mubi^b^  ^■T"'-"    Jo^iiPH     and     hw   ■Q.\v^w:to->. 


obttitucy  "f  ^B  Impetial  Ooort,  eneou.ntere_  jy 
tite  Ekilful  firmneai  of  the  Magyar  leaders,  hoa  cnw 
completed  '&  political  rupture  which  only  waitu  foe 
(mportunity  to  ripen  into  civil  war.  In  the  autumn 
'"'lO  the   Government   of  Vienna  promulgated  a 


beneficially  if  it  had  become  eEtablished  i 
in  law.  H^oneary,  however,  having  an  ancient 
Constitation  of  ita  own,  adapted  by  reten't  reforms 
to  modem  wants,  positively  declined  to  concede  a 
Bingle  franohiie,  or  to  take  part  in  the  new*fang!ed 
Coundl  of  the  Empire.  The  relaxation  of  the 
illegal  despotism  whick  had  prevailed  for  ten  or 
eleven  years  allowed  the  re-eatablishment  of  the 
county  adminiBtration,  and,  after  some  oppnaition, 
the  Government  acquiesced  in  the  election  of  tba 
Diet  under  the  law  of  1848.  Having  gono  so  far, 
the  Gmpbgor  ought,  in  consistency  and  in  prudence, 
to  have  (onoedod  tlie  entire  rights  of  the  nation, 
and  to  have  trusted  to  the  gratitude  and  practicHl 
good  sense  of  his  subjecta  for  any  amendmentB 
which  might  be  necessary  for  the  working  of  thn 
Constitution.  Baron  Deak  and  the  other  ieadcrs 
of  the  Diet,  instead  of  wasting  tlieir  strength  in 
plots  and  intriyues,  avowed  from  the  first,  with 
calculated  sincerity,  tho  ftill  and  exact  limits  of 
their  indiapensable  demands.  Themselves  adhering 
strictly  to  laws  and  undoubted  rights,  they  forced 
their  adveraarieB  to  rely  on  eipedicncy,  on  ^tarnate 
threats  and  careHBes,  and  even  on  the  extravagant 
theory  that  the  surrender  of  Villagoa  liad  abrogated 
all  previous  restrictions  on  tho  prerogative  of  the 
conqueror.  'ITiB  Hungarians  require  that  the  Kino 
should  bo  crowned  pftsr  aweariog  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  thoy  steadily  rofusad  to  relinquish  their 
claim  to  a  aeparato  ad  ministration  of  the  Idnedom. 
for  tho  purptiiBs  o£  war  and  finance.  After  months 
of  idle  negotiation  the  Euterok  dissolved  the  Diet, 
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BDd  he  bu  BiQoe  proclaimed  martial  kir  tTirougFiout 
Bungaiy  and  levied  taxes  hj  military  execution. 
The  Hiuigariiuu  have,  with  remarkable  firmneBa 
and  Bagacitj,  proved  in  the  face  of  the  world  that 
the  mftintonanoB  of  the  Austrian  dyraity  on  their 
throne  is  incompatible  with  their  hereditary  Goasti- 
tiition.  Their  opponents,  though  they  Btill  retain 
ntilitaiy  posseBsion  of  the  km"dom,  are  driven  to  i 
put  forward  revolutionary  flophisms  of  pretandeii 
conquest,  or  of  afsumed  European  Hspedienuy.  Tha 
American  SkceetjUiy  of  Srirs  lately  publisheil  . 
Count  Reohbbkg'h  expreBsion  of  sympathy  with  thft 
Federal  enterprise  ;  and  the  JtepubliaanB  of  17Tfi  | 
boEiBt  that  Austria  never  encourages  dt  far-to  Go- 
vemraenta  which  talto  their  origin  from  revolation.. 
The  Imperial  title  to  the  posseasion  of  Hungary  is, 
neverthelesB,  exoluEively  dependent  on  fnct,  and  it) 
is  wholly  devoid  of  any  colour  of  law.  The  condi- 
tions on  which  the  House  of  HAPSBtiito  mii;ht  claini 
to  reign  have  been  utterly  diarBuarded,  and  the  pro- 
fessed champion  of  legitimate  Boyijty  has  sunk 
into  the  position  of  a,  iisurper. 

The  discontents  which  haie  displayed  themselvea 
in  Poland,  and  even  in  Busaio,  are  more  unexpected 
and  obaoure.  The  emancipation  of  the  serfB  has 
probably,  like  all  great  social  changes,  caiued. 
Buffering  and  discontent,  while  it  can  acarcely  fail 
to  have  encouraged  vague  revolutionary  hopes,  Tha 
disturbancoB,  however,  which  have  occurred  in  tha. 
■Universities  of  Moacow  and  St.  Peterabtirg  aeem  to 
have  been  trifling,  and  the  disorders  among  tlie 
peasantry  in  some  of  the  provinces  are  only  luiown 
by  rumour.  The  unforeseen  vitality  of  nationiil 
feeling  in  Poland  indicates  the  prol»bilitj  of  mora 
serious  changes.  The  severity  of  Nicbolas  appears 
to  have  had  no  effect  in  destroying  the  spirit  of 
resiatAnce  which  arbitrary  p;ovemment  suppresaeii  i 
or  concealed  for  the  time.  The  milder  adnuniBtrii-  I 
tioD  of  hisaucceasorolJowed  of  '  certuQ,irBB&mKC&tl 
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apeeoli   and  action   whioh   is  now  thOn<>ht  r...    . 

patiblo  nith  the  security  of  tlis  alien  djnurtj.  i*L_ 
PoUnd,  as  in  Italy,  pntriotism  has  iiirrived  tn  tM4 
educated  classes,  and  tlio  geutrj  hnve  lately  ezertenfl 
theaiselves  ia  sleyating  thu  pcnsantry  into  a  paltiol^V 
pntion  of  their  own  convictions.  Some  of  tb 
principal  nohihty  had  made  the  Aerienltiiral  Sooirij 
of  Waraaw  an  otgnn,  not  of  rebellion  or  rerolutiolt 
but  of  an  agitation  for  the  diffusion  of  nntional  oi 
jgciousnesi  and  union.  The  iliiBsian  cfiiciills  tc 
rtlarm  at  tlia  influence  of  the  in«titution,  and,  U 
imitation  of  the  Austriana  in  Gnlioia,  tlier  bat^ 
endeavoured  to  represent  the  Em^'BUor  M  tike  prffi 
tector  of  tl>e  peasants  against  tlie  tjranny  of  tM 
nohles.  Barly  in  the  year  the  Society  was  diBaolve"' 
and  several  collisions  have  eince  taken  jtlac*  in  t: 
Btreeta  of  the  capital  between  the  foreign  (rarrisal 
and  the  uuttrmEid  inhabitants,  BoU^iniig  di^eronotl 
have  been  largely  concerntd  in  the  quarrel,  and  in 
is  not  improbublB  that  the  loirer  clasBes,  who  tnigldT 
be  iiidilleront  to  the  independence  of  their  counb^ 
may  be  rallied  to  the  national  eause  in  defence  Q 
the  Koman  Catholic  Church  acninat  the  Banten, 
Bcfaismatius,  The  projects  of  toe  Polish  IfadetjiB 
extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  kingdom  into  Pose' 
and  OaUcia,  and  even  into  the  Uussian  provinceiFa 
which  long  before  the  first  partition  fomtod  a 
of  medifevnl  Poland.  It  it  evident  that  the  bui 
of  the  Italian  tnovament  has  stimulated  to  t 
extraordinary  degree  the  modem  tendency  of  ci 
munities  to  group  thcmBclves  nnew,  aocordtng  tl 
real  or  supposed  sllinities  of  race  and  langnogB 
AJoni!  the  Danube  and  on  the  eastern  slioie  of  tnl 
Adriatic  foreign  intrigue  combines  with  native  dift 
content  to  produce  revolutionary  outbreaks  or  1 
datory  bostiUtiea,  such  a,3  tVvOBo  tiWXv  \iw*  V 
recently  atvried  on  by  tlie  watlitft  \a^'\KiA«i»  « 
Moateneffro.  Fortlie  present  it  is,  ir™^«tt6!w\-!,tv«'. 
coaraniert  either  for  Fraaoe  or  RM^sia. ^  ct*'^^  '** 


Eaatern  question  for  the  aako  of  acquiring  territory  i 
(yx  (clary.  Even  Syria  has,  tluough  tlie  firm, 
and  nuthority  of  Lord  Pukerston  and  I 
KussBix,  boBn  ouce  more  left  to  cultivate  domctitia  '1 
feuds,  whiah  &re  lass  diiiiLieroua  to  the  peace  of  tlw  1 
worid  tlian  a  Freiicli  oocupntion.  T]ie  French  1 
finanoiul  de&iit  may  be  a  bleasinj-  to  Europe  and  to  -4 
Franca  itself  if  it  furDishes  a,  motive  for  abstainiuK  1 
from  wM'8  undertaken  for  the  sake  of  ideas.  With  1 
the  excdption  of  n  retnnte  enterpriu  in  Uochia  I 
China,  France  b  for  the  present  at  pence,  uolesa  | 
the  arobigUDUa  joint  expedition  to  Mexico  ahoulA  I 
unluckily  lead  to  actual  hostilities.  The  feuds  of  I 
the  Clerical  and  Liberal  factions  in  that  unhappy  J 
country  render  mi  efleotive  remedy  desirable,  but  1 
it  is  difficult  to  underbtand  how  it  ia  to  be  secured. 
Bpoin,  after  onco  more  plantios  her  Bag  on  th 
■hore  of  St.  DoiuiufiOi  probublj  wisUes  to  n 
conquer  some  portion  of  Mexico  j  and  Fiance,  i 
addition  to  the  punishment  of  certain  wroii^ 
indicted  on  her  subjects,  apparently  proposes  t*  J 
teaett  her  influence  Uy  supporting  IJia  Clerical  I 
faction.  England,  with  for  more  impottani  I 
pecuniary  claims,inclines  to  the  Liberal,  or  tolerant,  1 
party,  without  wishing  or  intending  to  interfert  1 
witli  Mexican  independence.  Some  oonlidence  is  1 
due  to  tiie  Ministers  who  have  projected  the  enteiv  I 
prise,  but  tlie  prospect  of  harmonious  co-operation  1 
and  of  Bittisfnctory  results  ia  at  present  sumewh^t  I 
doubtful.  The  jealousy  with  which  the  expedition  T 
is  redded  by  the  Government  of  Washington  may  I 
not  improbably  be  shared  by  the  Southern  Con-  1 
federation. 

The   separation  of   the   United   States   info  two 
independent  Elepuhlics  will   maUo  the   first  year  of 
the  decade  consniciiouH  in  the  annals  o!U\ece'ateiYY» 
TJiB  eJeotioa  of  Mr.  LrycotN  was  decided  i.tt'So-v<«a^ 
iu;  Mad  SautJ,  Carolina,  by  the  voto   ot    b.Cqiw«w- 
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Year  Her  reEumption  of  Bepimle  iiidspendeoce  aa  A 
Sovereign  State.  Five  other  Sbitea  on  the  oout  at 
the  Mexican  Gulf  foUovrod  her  example  in  rapid., 
tucoesnoR,  and  in  a  meeting  at  Charleston  ]Mr. 
Jeffkrsos  Davih,  foiinerly  Hecretary  of  War  to 
I^Ir,  Piehl'E,  was  pmckiniFd  firfit  Preaident  of  the 
Confederated  States  of  South  Carolina,  Ueoivia, 
Alabama,  Florida,  LouiEiatia,  and  Texas.  The  then 
Constitution  of  the  Onited  States,  with  aoma 
obviuus  improvements,  formed  the  oi^nia  law  of 
''  ■   Eepublic,   and    the    States  which  bo bie- 


The  Scced. 

nithin  their  reach,  and,  with,  the 
or  three  fortreaaea,  all  the  posts  preriouriy  occupied 
by  the  United  States'  authorities  paased  without 
opposition  intu  their  hands.  In  Texas  General 
Twioos,  with  2,000  i-egu!ar  troops,  surrendered  to 
the  State  Militia,  snd  the  majority  of  officers  in 
liominand  were  either  of  Southern  birth  or  friendly 
to  the  Southern  cause.  Two  members  of  Mr, 
Buchanan's  Cabinet,  Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Floyd, 
appearto  have  been  in  the  secret  of  the  oonspiraey, 
and  it  is  universally  believed  by  the  Federalists 
that  they  furthered  the  design  by  a  treasoDable 
transroission  of  arms,  if  noi  of  money,  to  the  South. 
President  Bcchanan  himself  always  aa  a  zealous 
Democrat,  closely  allied  to  the  slaveowners,  affected 
aa  long  as  possible  to  blind  himself  to  their  designs, 
tind  in  his  laat  Message  to  Congress  he  threw  upon 
the  North  all  the  responsibility  of  the  iinpen<£ng 
crisis.  Towards  the  close  of  his  official  career  ha 
uttempted  some  reparation  for  tlie  miachief  he  had 
caused  by  his  weakness  and  partiality.  Majtv 
AKDEasDN,  commanding  the  Federal  garrison  o( 
Fort  Moultrii.',  to  tlie  port  of  Charleston,  blew  up 
/ij'a  untenable  post,  and  removed  hia  garrison  to 
J^ort  Sntnter.   wliero     he    ■waa   bwmis  UtjMi  aai 


I 
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JDlar  attocK.  Whea  Mr.  Floyd  proposed  to 
censure  the  comiuBndaiit  for  bu  aJleged  bretmh  of 
URderstanding  with  the   inaurgenta,  Mr.  Bcc&ANAff 


Cobb  novr  presideB  over  the  Confederate  Setiiite, 
and  Sir.  Floyd  cominanda  a  brigade  whkh  lias 
lately  been  operatinc;  againac  the  Federalista  in 
Western  Virginia.  The  Secretary  of  State,  General 
Cass,  had  previouBly  resigned  on  tlie  Pkbhidest'b 
refusal  to  reinforce  the  aarrisoas  in  South  Caro1i:ia. 
Ill  the  meantime  the  leading  politicians  at  Wash- 
ington were  using  tlieir  utmoat  endeavoura  in  Con- 
gress to  devJHQ  terms  of  ccinoiliation  which  might 
win  hack  the  SeceJers.  Mr.  Adams,  since  Ami^rican 
Miniiter  in  England,  pi-oposed  that  Slavery  sliould 
never  be  interfered  with  to  the  Eoutli  of  Mason 
and  Dixon's  line  without  the  consaut  of  the  Slave 
States.  Mr,  Sewasd,  now  Secretary  of  State,  re- 
commended the  repeal  of  the  PerBonal  liberty 
Laws,  wliich  were  inconsistent  with  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  and  with  the  well-known  plxivision  of 
the  Constitution.  It  vae  ndmitted  on  all  hands 
that  coercion  was  neither  poeaible  nor  justifiable, 
and  Mr.  Sbward  declared,  witli  trutli,  that  if  the 
Dnion  were  restored  by  force  it  would  not  be  worth 
liaving.  The  furious  aniiuoeitj  which  has  eince  been 
expressed  agaiust  EriBUud  was  in  a  great  measure 
occasioned  by  the  fniili  nhich  wua  repoaed  in  tlie 
onanimons  declarations  of  all  clussea  of  politicians. 
English  writers,  expressing  in  June  or  AUEllst  the 
helief  which  was  universal  in  the  FederaF  States  j 
during  March,  crested  an  irritation  in  the.Ameriaan  J 
mind  wliich  has  never  lince  subsided.  In  his  I 
inaugural  Address  on  the  4th  of  March  Mr.  Linculm  I 
duidared  his  intention  of  recovering  and  keepiutf 
the  property  of  the  United  States,  bat  he  abatnnai 
[roDi  snr  prawiae  to  re-establish  tt\e  'Fiiie'Wii. 
Soveiviuoty   bv    artua.       As      hia     laniiuafeQ    ""a* 
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leo 


-186L 


aiaVtgiioiii,  kis  former  rival,  Mr.  DouoLAB,  wbo  ir 

.    ioon  nfterwaiila   removed   by    death,  took   the   • 

jwrtonlty  of  praising  the  Mesaago  on  the  assuni 

'    I   that   its   tendeoDy   was    purely   pacific. 

'ARD  en  all  occuiona   profesaed  to   dbbeiievsM 

Ithe  fact  of  tjeeession,  and   apparently  no   poUticu"' 

wt  Wuahiiij^toii   perceived  or  foreaaiv   the   poptil 

aliua  which  Booa   displayed   itsElf  in  all   parti  ^ 

a  North. 

The  tSouthsra  leadera  were  not  disposed  to  watq 
"  e  course  of  events  with  equal  patience,    Arkanu 
d  Misiiuippi  soon  adhered  to  the  OonfederaticHi 
t   the   Boiler   Slave   Statea  wavered.     Tirginilg 
rith   the   cordial   approval  of  Mr.  Bcch&han,  1 
"topOBed  oBtenaible  terms  of  tompromiae  ;  b   ' 
'ree  States   could  not   have  accepted  the  » 
ntint  without  dishonour,  and  the  Southern  Oov«t 
t  had  formed  au  iiTevocabla  resolution  to  ei 
I  an  independent   sovereignty.     .\t  one  time  J 
,  «emed   possible   that   a  central  league  of  Virginii 
[Kentucky,  Pennsjlvjinia,  and   part   of   New   Yat 
'ght  be  so  conatituted  as  to  eicluda  New  Englan 
the  ana  aide  and  the  Cotton  States  on  th«  othfi 
f 'At  the  beginning  of  the  year  pnident  Northtn 
"  ''^icians  would   have   been  content  to  let  aD  tr 
.        e  States  go,  if  they  ooidd  have  insured  the  pi 
P'tnanent   cohesion  of  the   Federation,  which   wou 
■Mill   have  numbered  twenty  millions   on 
Bttank   of   the   Ohio.     The   same   line  of  sepsira^ 
V^rould  have   satisfied   the   leaders  of  the  Secessit^ 
nind   aecordin){ly  thoy  nsed   their  utmost  «ffoits  fl 
■"  'a  Borderers  to  a  decision.     The  Oonfederafl 


le  inland  tralflc  in  Ne^roea  from  any  outside  Stafal 

'Kl  last  Mr.  JEFFBRaoN   Davis   and    his    colleagud 

determined   to   commence  a  war,  in  tha  reasons' 

eonBdenoe   (hat   no   ekveowtiing  community  w 

ia  aa  vreat   toko  part  vitlx  tLe  ^qr'L>k.    Ij.eu« 


BKAtmRGARD,  commanding  iit  Charleston,  wai 
ordered  to  attack  Fort  Sumter,  and  the  ganison, 
after  a  show  of  reatstance,  capitulated  irithaut 
enBualty  oo  either  side.  Tha  immedinte  reault 
justified  the  foresight  o!  the  Confederata  Govern- 
itient,  but  the  effect  which  was  produced  on  the  feel- 
ing nnd  opinion  of  the  Korthem  popnlation  took  all 
observers  by  surprise.  Mr.  Lincoln,  unable  any 
longer  te  decline  the  elwUenge  of  hia  adversary, 
called  out  by  requiaiticra  to  the  States  76,000  men 
for  the  proteMed  purpose  of  putting  dotm  a 
domestie  rebellion.  Ah  Boon  na  his  proclamation 
appeared,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  TennesEte 
seceded  tvom  the  Cnion.  Kentncky  and  Missouri 
refused  to  comply  with  the  PitusiDEirr's  demands 
for  troops.  The  petty  State  of  Delaware  abstained 
from  any  act  of  resistance  to  the  Union  ;  but  in 
Maryland,  and  especially  in  Biiltimore,  an  insurrec- 
tion was  only  prevented  by  the  military  foroo  which 
iraa  rapidly  collected  at  Washington  to  defend  the 
■eat  of  GoTBrnment.  Thus  far  the  Tignur  and  ability 
of  the  Oonfederat«  leaders  have  been  rewarded  by 
unbraken  luecess  ;  but,  although  they  have  never 
for  a  moment  quailed  during  the  subsequent  con- 
flict, it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  wero 
orifiially  prepared  f»r  the  herce  spirit  of  hostility 
whiah  the  capture  of  Fort  Sumter  called  out  in  thg 

The  R«pnbUcans,  after  eanying  the  election  of 
the  PBS!>niENT,  had,  as  if  in  alarm  at  their  own 
BQceBBS,  aSbctflil  an  •XBggerated  mnderaiion  of 
language.  The  Democrats,  on  the  other  hand, 
openly  sympathized  with  the  Bouth,  although   they 

Srofeasad  to  d^lora  the  actual  Secession.  The 
[ayor  of  New  York  publicly  oensurad  the  police  top 
praventing  the  despatch  of  a  cargo  of  arms  to  the 
insurgents  in  Georgia,  and  the  most  popular  iou.tna.1 
in  the  wlr  oMtentatiavsly  adhered  to  t\iB  ca,\i*6  <A. 
ihg  a/aTtownera,     The   commoncemcnt  oi  Vft.«wa» 
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mirioualy  illustrated  ths  paouliarltiei  o!   American 
public  opinion.     Sevenii  Volunteer  Rpgimenta 
forwarded  in  a  few  days  from  Boston  and 
York  to   Wnshingtim,  arid   the   Northern   )< 
decliired,   with   oh^nicteriatia   masniloquance, 
their  unopposed  paBSH*^  in   ateambontB  aud  or 
wnyt  was  iho  mnst  sKtmordionry  inardk   rec( 
in  hiatorj.     Military  instincts  and  patriatio  feelii 
instantaneoiiBly  pervaded  the  whole  communiti 
and  the  A'ew  Yurk  JJeiald  itielf,  in  prudent  deft 
encB   to  the   threati   of  ait  excited   mob,  sadi' 
became  the  most  uncoinpromiBtn^  advocate  of  i 
of  conqueat.  Tho  regular  army,  always  insifjnifti 
in    numbers,  lied  been  ainiost  broken  up  by 
Secemion.     The   majority   of  the   officers  were 
Eouthem   extriictton,  and,   in   common   with  tl 
fellov-oitizens,  they  almost  unanimously  prefei 

their  allugianca  b)  their  respective  Stat? '' 

legal   or  constitational   obligations   to 
Government  of  the  Onion,     The  rank  and  fil( 
conniating  of  Germans,  of  Irishmen,  and  of  a  ' 
Bnglish   deaerters^were  naturally  imperviouB 
the  impulses   of  patriotism  or  of  honour  which 
terminad   the    conduct    of    their    superiors,     ' 
naajority   remained   faithful   to   their  colours, 
althouglt  they  form   the   beat  and  moKt  tniatworti 
portion  of  the  Federal  army,  the   regular  troope  a] 
uM  but  loat  amoDK  the  hordes  of  Volunteers,  ahdi 
has  been  found   impossible  to  fill  up  their   numbel, 
by  recniitiug.  The  military  spirit  of  the  North  wM 
nevertheless,  thoroughly  roused,  and  the  enlistmsB' 
of    Voinntoers     far     esoeeded     the    Prbsidbjob 
demands.       Conereas,    men  tint;    in    eitntordina^ 
Session,  voted  n  levy  of  500,000  men  and  a  grant  l| 
6(10,000,000  dollars,  and,  although   the  finances  oi 
rapidly  falling  into  confusion,  the   Nortliern   / 
now  coneiaU  of    000,000   mea.    "IW  «-w.-ctn'  „ 
boasts  which  Jiave  been  foaniei  on  ro  \to6t.'?w.^«i 
rsiiidity  of  armament  ouaht  to  \iw*\i>a6^f'^'«^'*-<^ 


by  the  oonsIdetatioQ  that  the  Confederate  Statei, 
ii-itb  leu  than  half  the  population,  have  raised  an 
wmy  aUuost  as  formidable  in  nurabew,  and  ao  far 
superiot  tn  efficiency  that  it  has  been  victorioua  in 
almoHt  every  encounter.  The  general  foeliiig,  bs 
soon  01  it  bad  taken  a  poiitive  direction,  v/aa 
Ottered  aud  atiiuulated  to  the  utmost  by  all  poli- 
tical writers  and  apeokers.  The  North,  it  was  »aid, 
had  risen  in  its  miyht  ;  an  iiresistible  army  was 
assembling  on  tlie  Fotoinao  ;  a  few  neeki  would 
Bulfioe  for  a  triumphant  udvsnoe  to  Ktchtiiond,  and 
the  duration  of  the  war,  eudinff  wita  tjie  complete 
oonqueat  of  the  Southern  States,  was  lized  by 
common  consent  at  ninety  days.  DispassLonato 
foreinierB,  naturally  distrufitiug  the  political 
prophecies  of  enthuHiustic  patriots,  Honietimes  erred 
in  tJie  opposite  eitrcme  by  doubting  whetlior,  after 
all,  there  ivuuld  be  a  war. 

In  England  a  ^uneial  good  feeling  towai'da  the 
Sorth  was  principally  founded  on  tbe  national  dii- 
lilce  to  slavery.  Enthusiastic  Foderalista  perhaps 
injured  their  own  cause  by  proving  in  suporfluoua 
detail  t^at  Secession  was  inconsistent  with  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  The  Liovern- 
tnents  of  Austria  aud  Prussiu  were  conaiatcni  with 
th<^ir  own  principles  when  tliey  assured  Mr. 
Sbwabj)  of  their  uoucurrence  in  his  denunciation  of 
iZ«/ac<o  independenou.  English  opinion,  however, 
is  aocustumed  to  condone  the  illegitiniste  origin  of 
States  which,  after  establisliiiig  their  existence,  are 
prepared  to  defend  it.  Students  of  history  con- 
sidered that  Suoaasion  could  by  no  possibility  be 
more  illegal  tliau  the  revolt  of  tha  Thirteen  Coiunias 
K^iiinst  the  English  Ckown.  The  Aujericans  had 
ivoaried  the  world  with  their  eulogies  of  the  sacred 
riglit  of  insurrection,  and  they  were  unreaaoiia\Ae  in 
deia^adi:Y  aymfiatby  £ot  the  horror  aiid  uidigaa^ 
-•-■- 1  ihey  oipresaed  on  the  unexpecleA  oo- 
'  "   '^'""''  "  unnatiirai  rebellion."     '^■"  ~ 
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Engliali  Govenunent  wm  exempted  from  the 
necessity  of  pronouncing  aii;f  judgment  on  the 
quarrel,  but  the  Confederates  Bniiounced  their 
intention  of  aruitns  privatMra  ;  the  Federal  navy 
Imd  not  yet  blot^aded  the  ^utliem  port*,  and 
there  tvus  au  urgent  need  of  definite  instructiuDS  to 
the  Admiral  in  command  of  the  West  Indian 
station.  A  MInJsIier  must  have  been  insane  if  hs 
)iad  regarded  eleven  or  twelve  organized  State*  as 
Knnip  of  rebels,  or  if  ha  ixui  dtM  with  their 
cruiiers  as  pirates.  The  only  alternative,  of  recog- 
nizing both  parties  in  the  war  as  belligerents,  «as 
deliberately  adopted,  in  concert  with  the  GoverB^ 
inojit  of  France.  At  the  saiue  tiina  the  enterprises 
of  privateers  were  discouru^ed  by  n  x«oclaniatian 
which  closed  iiU  the  porta  of  the  Empire  to  prizea 
cupturad  at  tea.  Tils  noisy  declamation  which  has 
ever  idnce  been  directed  auainHt  the  English  nation 
and  Govemnient  is  not  only  buacless  in  itself,  but 
contemptibly  inconsistent  when  it  ia  contrasted 
with  the  sycoplitiatio  aduhition  bestonod  npon 
Fi-anue  after  a  course  of  conduct  precisely  similar. 
The  unfriendly  huiguajra  of  the  American  Cabinet 
and  the  Press  hud  yreatly  cooled  the  goodwill  of 
Englishmen  to  the  Federid  cauui  even  before  the 
coiumissiou  of  the  outrai^  wJiich  has  since  given 
rise  to  more  definite  resent  in  out. 

In  the  preBBHoe  of  Civil  War  the  American  Con- 
stitutiou,  either  by  its  own  intrinsic  defects  or 
tlirough  the  feebleness  and  violence  of  its  adminis- 
traton,  altogether  broke  down.  The  powers  of  tlie 
PaGdlDKN'r,  carefully  regulated  by  a  written  docu- 
ment, include  no  power  either  tu  establish  rasrtial 
'  LW  or  to  suspend  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  ;  nor 
in  Congress  itself  subsequently  ratify  any  excess 
.  n  the  part  of  the  Ezocutive  by  a  retrospective  Bill 
of  Indemnity.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  Lnicots  supj- 
l  pressed noKBpapen  by  decToo  ■,  \»b  iwi^tUoTvad  poli- 
levai  ojtponcnta    without   Hixuaftlion  oe  wiQ«i^sa'^ 
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trial  ;  and,  in  defiance  of  the  elaborate  opinion  of 
the  Supremo  Court,  ho  hoc  BometirnQS  BUBpeiKlQil 
"iha  Habeas  Corpus  ;  and  iu  Washiagtoa  itself, 
vitbout  even  goin|[  tliruiigh  ths  form  of  suapon- 
iian,  he  kae  inatnicted  his  subordinates  to  rufiisa 
obedience  tu  tlie  nrit.  In  Maryland  he  baa  actually 
InipriEOued  the  Oppoaition  members  of  tlie  Local 
Lc^nslature  on  suspicion  of  intending  to  vote 
^Kainst  the  policy  of  the  Government,  In  the  same 
ijtata  electors  are  now  in  prison  on  the  clutrae  tif 
haviug  tendered  Yotins;  tickets  in  favour  of  the  wrong 
candidate,  Tlie  North  Americana  would,  perhaps, 
have  the  courage  to  reiist  uliicial  usurpation  if  it 
originated  exclusivoly  in  individual  presumption  ; 
but  BIr.  IiBi'COLN  and  liis  advisera,  though  it  ii  poc- 
•ible  that  they  nuiy  hereafter  be  impeached  for 
their  illegal  acta,  are  for  tbo  moment  acting  in 
concert  with  the  majority,  and  they  are  conse- 
qiiently  exempt  from  evonairliiaperofremonatranee. 
£ni^ah  lympathy  la  necessarily  withheld  from  acts 
of  mock  vijfour,  wliich  only  prove  the  weakness  of 
Amerioan  mstitutiuns. 

For  lome  months  after  the  commencement  of  the 
war  both  belligerents  were  employed  in  prepara- 
tion, and  the  Confederate  Governmoat,  in  full  poa- 
•easion  of  its  own  territories^nd  with  an  essentially 
defenaire  cause  to  nrnintaia,  hud  no  suibcient 
motive  for  making  a  movement  in  advance.  A  few 
trifling  ikirmiahes,  terminating  for  the  most  part  to 
the  advantBga  ot  the  Southsrn  troops,  had  littl* 
tendency  to  influence  the  general  result  of  tha 
campaign.  Tlie  jourDals  of  Doatnn  and  Naiv  York 
clamorously  demanded  the  fulhlment  of  their  own 
unauthorized  promisea,  and  early  in  August  the 
Federal  arin^ incurred  an  inevitable  and  ignominioua 
defeat  in  an  imprudent  assault  on  the  enemy's  i^qIiY- 
tioD  on  the  south  ol  the  Potonmc.  The  paivio  uv& 
Bjghiof  tit  aadisciplinod  saaailftnts  miaVt  'h&v« 
6a»n  »ntiap»ted.  bat  bietory  furaishii  no  Bi«wa*TA 
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for  the  deliberate  march  to  the  rear  of  Volunteer 
regiments, who,  by  a  BiiBht  manipoiBtion  of  doubtful 
dates  and  flgiires,  proved  to  their  own  Hatisfaotion 
that  their  period  of  BBrvice  had  expired  oit  the 
morning  of  the  battle.  Penosjlvaiua,  vhich  hod 
previouily  Bold  itii  vote  bo  the  R«publicans  for  > 
prptectivB  tariff,  contributed  a  large  portion  of  the 
citizen  soldiera  who  turned  their  backa  on.  the 
traemy  beFore  their  comrades,  with  a  better  excuse, 
Rn  away.  The  defeat  baa  to  a  certain  extent 
serTsd  the  Federal  cause  by  diminisliing  the  influ- 
ence of  ajiititors  and  ci^iliana.  General  M'CLBLLiU, 
who  is  called  ■'  the  Young  NiPOLBOS',"  in  eon- 
■ideration  of  his  possible  future  exploits,  has  aiiice 
the  Battle  of  Bull's  Run  emplojod  It'iniiflf  in 
fortifying  his  position  and  in  drilling  his  insubordi- 
nate battalions.  Tlie  lower  cuurse  of  the  Potomao 
is  closed  by  the  Confederate  batteries,  and  the  army 
is  dependent  for  its  supplies  on  a  single  railroad. 
The  vast  levies  of  the  Northern  States  have  auAiced 
to  protect  Washinzcon  from  attach,  and  thsy  have 
rBtained  Maryland  in  unwilling  subjection.  The 
Federal   Government    has   profited   by  the  nndia- 

Ellted  comniiind  of  the  sea  to  establish  over  the 
outhern  ports  a  blockade,  which  the  courtesy  of 
Bnropean  Powtrs  bus,  notwithKtunding  its  incom- 
pleteness, carefully  respected.  Two  or  three  points 
on  the  Southern  Coast  have  been  oociipied  by  thn 
Korthem  forces,  and  the  whole  seaboard  is  exposed 
to  well-founded  alarms. 

In  Kentucly  and  Missouri  conflicting  local 
interests  have  ^iven  rise  to  undecisi\'e  oampaigns. 
It  seems  probable  that  in  the  course  of  the  struggle 
the  Border  States  will  alter  their  limits,  for  the 
highlands  of  Western  Virginia  and  Eastern 
Tennessee,  with  some  portions  of  Missouri  and 
Kentucky,  are  unHuited  to  slave  labour,  and  their 
InJiabitanta  »re  cBnsemietvtVj  o^noMd  to  Secei 
Oonerid   Prxmont.  aODointed  to  a  com,-m vA ' 
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valley  of  (Tib  Mississippi,  attampted  tn  creMe  for 
himiielf  ft  eeparate  pniitieal  interest  by  proclaiming, 
in  daliRiiGe  of  t1ie  law  and  of  the  expreu  orders  of 
the  PuKGiiSENT,  the  emancipstion  of  the  slaves  of 
ins'ii^ents.  No  poliijy  noiild  bo  more  fatal  to  any 
hopcB  of  rcttoring  the  Union,  and,  if  the  Con- 
fodetates  had  before  wavered,  they  would  now  have 
been  immutably  resolved  on  the  maintenance  of 
their  separate  independence.  Although  General 
Frkmont  haa  been  reoalled,  the  Sbcbbtahy  fop 
War  has  avowed  the  policy  of  forcible  rlaro 
emancipation  ;  while  the  PltEstDENT  more  prudently 
■withholds   hia  decision,  to   watch  the  further  pro- 

Eess  of  events.  Only  a  year  ago  all  the  Eepubhcan 
idera  were  pledging  themselves  with  frantio  eager- 
ness to  niaintain  all  the  Constitutional  guarantees 
of  slavery.  A  short  time  has  sufficed  to  raise  the 
inaisuificant  sect  if  Abolitionists  into  a  forraidablB 
party  ;  and  when  the  Federalista  finally  despair  of 
the  rei^nijnest  of  the  South  the  emancipation  of 
the  slaves  may  probably  bo  proposed  as  an  instru- 
ment of  war,  or  merely  for  purposes  of  revenue. 

The  lawleffs  seiBure  of  the  Oonfodoi-ato  Comrais- 
eioncTE  during  their  passage  to  Eui-ope  in  an  Eng- 
lish i;iail-pac&et  is  fresh  in  the  memory  of  all.  Tlia 
foily  and  crime  of  the  blunder  might  hare  been  nt- 
tributed  to  the  officer  in  command,  but  the  recep- 
tion of  Captain  VVilkb3  on  hia  nrrival  in  America 
showed  the  prevalenoa  of  the  vulgar  prejudice 
againnt  England,  on  which  he  perhaps  relied  for 
aupport  and  reward.  A  dozen  towns,  including  tho 
capital,  in  the  enlightened  Stftte  of  Masaachnaetts, 

fireaented  tho    fortunate    commander    with    their 
reedom,  in  acknon lodgment  of  en  act  which  was      ' 
either  insignificant  or  illeijal.     The  Governor  of  the     J 
6tat«  was  not  ashamed  to  expT«es  hts  natinfaction  at     1 
tfae  B&ront  which  had  been  offered  to  tluit  v^noVv V« 
"id  "Wfl&rtwA  i,ir>n,"aIthough  it  was  eT\.4«Tfti 
iftio  seizan  iad    been  regular,  tticto'woxii 
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have  been  no  insult  to  resent.     Tlie  Hooae  of  Ro- 
lU'eseulativei,  as  Eoon   as   Congress  mot,  jiiused   a 
vote   of   thanks   to  tbe  captor,  and  tliaPiiEstDEIiV-  ^ 
himsolf  oJlowed  the   Seoretakv  of  the  Navy   in  hU-j 
Report  to  give  nfficial   appiova!  W  Capteui  WlLKEsV] 

received  b;  the  Eo^lish  natioQ  in  s  dilfereiit  spirita^ 
Although  the  merits  of  the  question  lay  on  tha  ■ 
Rurfacu,  puhlio  indignation,  woa  by  an  efTorl  I 
Btiapeiided  until  legu  rcsosrohei  bad  pl&ced  th«  4 
wrougtul  nature  of  the  act  beyond  all  reuonabloi  J 
douhti  As  soon  as  the  justice  of  the  thrEat«i)v4-fl 
quaEcol  naa  ascertained,  tlie  determiuatioa  of  tlta^  m 
GovernnjBnt  ta  exact   due  reparatior   ' 


usly  apiiroved.  Keittier  the  suapeniion  of  th«. 
export  trade  by  the  iniquitous  AIorkill  Taiifti  non 
tlie   intairuption    of    tlie    import    of    cotton,   hadtfl 


induced   tha  GoTDrnmant  or  tha  couotiy  to  deriatft  I 
from   a  religious   observiuica    of    neutrality.     Th»  4 
oilensive  bluster  of  American  journalists   had  beea    ( 
treated   with   contempt,  and   it  was  only  when   it. 
became  neceesary  to  viuiiioate   the   nation!  honour 
that  all  classaa  were  at    once   prepared  for   tha 
sacrifices   of   a  tror  nhich   could   scarcely  be  eithei 
profitable   or   glorious.     Foreiftners   will    probably   ' 
misconstrue   the  generd   Taadinesa   for  iror,  but  ii  d 
may  be  truly  sfiserted  tlmt  the  public  feeling  wb«  « 
vhoUy    uniiifiuenced     by     any    coneidBratiou     oi  I 
bouthem  cotton.     Many   economista   irould,  avetk  I 
on    commercial    gronndi,    havo    been    content    t«.  I 
submit  to  a  temporary  inconvenience  for  the  Baki>l 
of   producing  an   independent  cutton  trade    fioiK-4 
India  and  from  other  sources  of  supply. 

Although   tha   industry   of  Liincashire   has   1 

cliecked,  t)ie  year  has,  on    tiie  whole,  been  fniilf  i 

;>rofiperous>     A  harvest  of  avnane   quantity  and   i^' ( 

fiood  qaslitf  Bucoeeded  to  the  lBL\\.\itaaitlv6W6TV3u*,^ 

year,  and  tho   modifications  ol  fh*  Bwn«a.'S«t^ 

Mv^in   tho  ancouragomsnt  oi  ftia  ^ooutt^i 
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luTniahed  ft  partial   compeiisatioD  for  the  higb.  prioe 
of  raw  cotton,  anil  for  the  diminighed  eipurt  of  tlie 
compUUd  fabrio.     The   perfect   trimquUlitj'  of  ths 
country    coDtinuea     to     Uluatiate     tliB    beuefiaial 
tetidencj  of  modem   legislation,  and  the  absenoe  oi    ' 
S.U  desire   Ini  const  it  lit  lonai   cfiangea   is   proved  oa 
uftea  aa   u)  attempt   is   made   to   revivo  iiolitical 
agitation.     A  Refurm  movement  attempted  during 
the  autumn   in   Yorksliire   failed   to   tntsrost    the 
northeru  operatives,  and   even   in   Irelaad   the  ex- 
presuoa     of    discontent     has     been     confined    to 
demagogues    who     render     Beditioa    harmless    by 
exaggeration  and  biiffjoncrj.     The   distant  parti  id 
the  Empire  have   for   the   most  port  Bhored  in  thi 
tian-iuillitf  of  the  United  Kingdom.     India   is   ap 
[ureutly  approaching  to  a  tinandal  equilibrium,  am 
the  famine,  whjoh  occasioned  reasonable  auxietj  ii 
the   early  part  of   the  year,  was   relieved   by  the    I 
abundant  ruins  of  the  aummer.    New  Zealand  hai,    I 
unfortunately,  been   diiturliod   by  a  war  with  the   ] 
natives,   whiiJi   will   assuredly  end  in   the  re-ests*   | 
blishuient   of  the    Boyai   autburity  after  a  tedious   I 
and  wasteful  expeuditure  of  life  and  money.    AIL  I 
the  remaining  Colonies  are,  happily,  at  pcace,though    ] 
some  of  the  AustraUan  Legislatures  are   beginning   I 
to  exemplify  the   natural   tendenoy   of  axaessively    ' 
JJemocratiu  Ooostitutiona.  1 

While  Eui'ope    has   been  exempt  from  pcstilenco    j 
and  war,  the  year  hai.   been  unusually  fatal  to  per- 
sons who  were  eminent  by  position  or  by  character, 
Thres  Continental   Thrones   have   been  vacated  by 
their  oocupants,  and   some   o[  the  ohangea  will  pro-    | 
bably  produce  tangible  political  results.    The  young 
King  of  PoRTDQAL  had  scarcely  had  time  to  display 
the  qualities  which   his   subjects   believed  him   to 
possess.     Uia   Odbl'kq   descent  ineressed   the  pro- 
bability of  his  poBsossino'  intelligence  s.iri4B.bui.t^, 
HDii  some  membera  !•{  the  Roja\  Hoiiae  oiBaKOKSi^. 
Jure  ruea  above  mediocrity.     The    Sultaa    Asas\l\ 


leo  unmjiL  luiuuttT— ISOL 

Medjid,  though  h»  bad  Bcaroaly  attained  middla 
ago,  liftd    lone    lurvivsd    the    hopea    which    wera 
fuunded  an  his  gtnUv  chiiraoter  and  on  hi*  lup-    ■ 
posed  good  intantionB.     The  ton  of  a  »anguinary,  J 
reforming  despot,  his   exemption   from  lii*  father'!  1 
faults  formed  an  insuliicient  equivdent    fur  tha  I 
absence   of   the   vigour   which   he   might  have  in-    I 
heritad.     Of  two  Oriental  types  of  vioe  tie  exhibited 
the   weak    aeif-indulgence  which    injures    a    half- 
civilized  people  more  than  the  enargetia  ferocity  of 
proaperoua  despots.  Dnder  the  inSnonce  of  Western 
etuteamen   Abdul   Mbdjii)   promulgated  wise  Bnd 
tolerant  laws,  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  that 
he  was  sincere  in  the  wish  to  improve  the  conditicn 
of   Ills   subjects.     Unluckily,  he   allowed  women  to 
wosto   his    revenues  and    favourites   to   hold    tha 
highest  posts  in  liis  Empire.     Ilia   army  languished 
for  vfant  ot  pay  and  of  competent  loadera,  while  the 
linanoea  were  diBorgiini/ed  by  cnreleQaneas  or  fraud, 
aud  drained  to  meet  the   frivolous   demands  of  the 
Palace.     Uis    successor    is    more    respectable  and 
manly  in   his  personal  character,  but   the  decay  of 
the  dynasty  and  Empire  is  probably  beyond  a  core. 
Thu  King   of  Prussia,  after  long   seclusion   from 
public  affairs,  lias   left   the  throne   to  the   brother 
who   had   for   some   time  administered   the  Koyal 
prerogative.      Wiluah    I.   lini    thus    far  acarculy 
juBtifiod  tlie  expectations  which  wei'e  founded  on  his 
experience  as  n  politician  aud  a  soldier.     Both  i 
foreign   and  domestic   policy  he   appoara   to  wavat  J 
between   two   opposite  systems.     After  addrasaingj 
his  array  in  terms  which,  were  thought  to  imply  »■ 
menace  of  war  with   Fntnot,  the   Kiso  paid  a  com'  ■ 
plimentary   visit   to    tho   Emperor    Napolmin  abl 
(Jompi&gne.       ContinoiuK   the    ancient  rivalry    oin 
Prussia  with  Austria,  he  has  nevertheless  refused  ta'l 
acknoirJedgo  the  Kingdom  oS  Ibiiv,  and  ilia  nsiionalfl 
GertoAa  party,  repreeented  Vf  wi»  "Dviaa  lA'&kI*' 
C'o*cso,i8«tiIiunce^taiIlwhetin!rPT^»tt».■»4iMw 
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to  accept  tTie  leoderahip  of  tha  petty  Prluoipoliiieii. 
At  the  coroaation  at  Eonigsl^erg,  tuid  on  aubae- 
quent  ocoaaiona,  the  Kisa  has  sliown  aa  uneipeotcd 
leaning  to  the  romantiu  pBdantry  which  made  his 
brother  ridionlous.  The  King,  who  deduces 
practioal  concIuBions  from  his  titular  cnjoymeiit  of 
the  grace  of  Goo,  might  aa  reaBoiiably  arjjue  that  a 
Duke  must  be  entitled  to  load  an  anuy,  or  & 
Marquia  to  protect  a  frontier  districL  It  is  absurd 
to  naamne  that  the  Electorof  BRA^mnNiiDRO  acquired 
a  mjatlo  and  supematura!  attribute  when  ha  chose, 
a  hundred  and  sixt^  ;cara  ago,  to  erect  the  JDuchj 
of  Prussia  intb  a  liingdom. 

In  England  deep  regret  was  felt  for  ono  of  tho 
moat  popnlar  of  the  statesmen  of  tho  time,  Beforo 
tho  oommen cement  of  tho  I'lu'liaincntary  Session 
Lord  Hbrbebt  retired  from  the  House  of  Coiu- 
tnouSj  and  it  wonld  have  been  well  if  at  the  a; 
time  he  could  have  mads  up  his  mind  to  give  him- 
self absolute  repose.  Before  the  Recess  arrived  ho 
was  at  last;  forced  to  resign  the  Secretaryship  of 
War,  and  a  few  weolta  later  he  sank  under  a  fatal 
disense.  His  rank,  his  furtune,  his  peraonal 
advantages,  and  thu  peculiar  charm  of  his  manner 
had  given  Mr.  StuSEv  Hekbebt  every  advanta^ 
whicb  could  aid  a  politinal  career,  and  it  was  his 
chief  merit  that,  instead  of  reiving  on  ndventitioua 
aocomplishmenta  or  opportuiiitieB,  lie  dovoted  hiui- 
self  with  untiring  induatry  to  public  business.  16 
waa  thought  by  manv  that  ha  would  have  attained 
the  higlitat  post  in  tSie  country,  and  he  bad  gveitly 
increased  his  proviovis  reputation  during  his 
tenancy  of  tlie  War  Officii.  The  sudden  and 
eipMtcd  interruption  of  liia  proBperous  career  _ 
dui'od  grncral  regrot  beyontl  tho  wide  circle  of  ha 
jit-rsimiLl  fric-ndfl  and  ndiaireTB,  A  Icsa  piotoMui  I 
rmaf/oa  rcis  caascd  by  tho  death  ot  SIt  3-*.>wA 
^flflif:  /'_  °"^'!."*  *"  sdvancoil  age,  ho  Nfas  Sl^ 
"Komporarr  politiuiana.      ' 


\t  of  the  ubleat  o£  a 
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effective  speaker,  and  sometimoa  a  vigorous  par 
leader,  Sir  James  Graham  possessed  more  weiz.^ 
ia  council  than  even  in  debute,  wliile  his  autlioriq 
tn  the  House  of  Commons  was  utterly  disprop 
tiunud  to  his  popularity  in  the  country.  Ii 
political  com  bin  at  ions  which  he  joined  he 
generally  second  in  influence  to  the  leader,  __ 
almost  all  those  nho  were  accustomed  to  act  wi^^ 
him  thought  that  his  abilities  were  superior  e 
his  ^at  reputation.  The  frequent  changes  of  hit- 1 
opinions  proceeded,  pelhsps,  from  unconacioua  in-V 
difference  to  political  theories.  The  same  character  1 
of  mind  may  in  some  degree  account  for  a  welU  I 
known  timidity  in  decision,  which  occasionally  dis-  I 
played  itself  in  the  form  of  precipitate  rashness.  Ah  I 
an  able  administrator,  ii  skilful  Farliamsntaiy  1 
tactician,  and  a  useful  partisan.  Sir  Jamfji  Grahau,  I 
if  he  failed  to  reach  the  highest  ranlce  of  stHtesman- 1 
ship,  possessed  in  all  things  the  value  of  efficiency.  I 
Bomewhat  earlier  Lord  Campbell  died,  at  an  ag*-] 
which  would  have  been  called  extreme  if  it  had'l 
been  attended  by  deca^  eitlier  of  body  or  of  mind,  f 
Pit  strong  understanding  and  resolute  purpose  boil  I 
given  him  a  life  of  steady  advancement  and  of  uiv- 1 
broken  prosperity.    Even  in  literature  he  si 


acquired.     At  the  Bar  he  was  a 


ice^'l 
prv-fl 

whicli   }m3 


he  proved   himself  one  of  the  greatest  Judges  whs'l 

liave  sat  on  the  bench,  in  the  present  generation.        I 

The  year  ends  sadly  with  the  unexpected   and  it^  J 

reparable  Joss  of  the  Prince  Cossort,    His  virtues  ■ 

and  Jtia  geevices    have  \)Ben  ao  \a\.e\Y  Ci\b  ft>i\.\wi\.*  ' 

/u//aHdmoumfulcomfn6ntt\iB,*.BLTv'iABtaAeft.v«,'uc«'A 

thenreacmiaf^irtuuo  which  ha*  ■toeft'£>-\a&'iwea.-««-;W>. 
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■  Involve  wearlfloms  repetition.     No   obseqiili 

I'  ever  celebrated  with  a  more   Bincere   or   una 

concsrt  of  Unientation  t,ad  merited  proiie.  The 
progrea*  of  England  is  not  dependent  on  the  liTea  ol 
IKtateimen  or  of  Princes,  and  there  is  reason  to 
hope  tb»t  many  successivB  years  will  continue  to 
nitneBE  the  developnieitt  of  freedom  and  greatness, 
which  has  for  a  long  period  never  been  interrupted. 
Yat,  whatever  may  be  the  circumstances  or  diAi- 
I  eultjes  of  the  future,  one  resouroo  will  be  no  longer 

'  available   to  the   nation,  since  the  wise  coansels  of 

'  the  nearest   adviser  to  the  Chown  have  become  for 

I         ever  stlent. 

1862. 

'  The  memory  of  the  year  which  ends  this  day  will 

■  hereafter  be  chiefly  aaauoiitoii  with  the  American 
Civil  War  and  with  its  conaequeiices  at  home.  The 
diloHtroiis  BUB  pension  of  the  great  industry  of 
Lancashire  would  of  itself  have  dii'ected  universal 
attention  to  the  violent  interruption  of  the  supply 
of  cotton  ;  and,  even  if  KngliKbrnen  had  been  UIb- 
iuterested  spectators  of  the  contlict,  tlio  character 
oE  the  beihgerents  and  thu  nature  of  their  compli- 
cated quarrel  would  sufficiently  have  Hcooiinted  for 
the  excitement  of  passions  and  sYmpathies  which 
have  in  some  instances  degenerated  imto  misplaoed 
bat  excusable  purtisanahip.  Identity  of  languagf 
eonfen  a  domestic  vividness  and  reality  on  the 

K'uuni^ei  and  pretexts  by  which  both  the  hoslil: 
epublics  account  forthe  bitterness  of  their  inter< 
neoine  itrujrulo,  and  the  questions  which  are  really 
or  apparently  involved  in  the  controversy  are  theni 
selPBB  of  poraraount  importance.  '  The  tendencw. 
of  DmntJej-aiy,  the  evils  of  SJavery,  the  lega^  ligV^V 
of  Ooremments,  and   the   /egitimacy  ot  roaialanca 

»««.iri/aA.oe/i,ed  about  to  ba  determined b,  fti* 


1 
I 

I 


fortune  oi  w»r ;  but  coUataral  disputes  oi 
cieaniTig  and  pUTpose  of  the  contcBt  have  adiai 
little  to  the  completeneas  of  Lord  RrsBELL's  earl] 
etatement,  that  the  North  iriui  flghttnq  for  empirl 
and  the  South  for  indepeudence.  The  cauiea  of  * 
war  are  generall7  distinguiBhtible  frocn  its  prac^ij 
cul  objects,  and  they  have  little  beariDg  on  ifn 
ultimnte  resnltB.  Aetute  ioterpretstioiiB  of  theOoB^j 
Etitntion  of  1T67  possess  but  a  feeble  interest  fM 
tlie  obBBrrer,  who  seeka  to  learn,  not  whether  tb^ 
Southern  Confederacy  ouRht  to  have  been  eat 
blialied,  but  whether  it  will  meceed  in  reaiating  tl 
power  of  tho  Noith,  The  wishes  of  nontu 
foreianera  diiriii;^  an  alien  struagle  ought  to  h 
absohitely  subordinate  to  obflen'atioii  ana  probabl 
iii^Iuction  ;  yat  it  was  iaipossihle  that  the  AJu^ric^ 
Wfir  should  be  regarded  by  Engliind  with  the  di»^ 
paifiionats  calmness  of  a  natuitdist  engaged  in  tl 
study  of  some  physical  process.  One  numeroi 
par^  had  converted  the  triumphant  proEraaa  of  tll(t 
IJnitBd  States  into  the  eyinbol  of  a  political  faiUyl 
while  their  extrema  opponEnta  regarded  with  dii^* 
tasteful  jealousy  the  apparent  Bacceea  of  Democratit 
inatitutionn.  Althougli  the  ca 
luously  averse  from  slavery,  the  majoritry  understo 
tbe  Federalists  were  not  fighting  for  the  freedom  o 
the  negro  ;  but  an  aotivo  section  of  phitanthropiat 
^'illingly  assumed  thut  the  North  was  more  or  Ic ' 
consciovsly  engaged  in  the  cause  of  Abolition, 
the  dominant  faction  of  Republicans  could  havi 
Euppressed  its  insime  antipathy  to  England,  a  pr»- 
ponderance  of  friendly  wishes,  if  not  of  sanguiiwfl 
anticipations,  would  have  permanently  inclined  ttfil 
the  North,  Indignation  at  unprovoked  abuse,  onlf -I 
mitigated  by  contSmpt,  has, perhaps,  caused  EngIiaIi-|V 
men  to  »ppreeiata  more  teaAilj  t\iti'\\w<iG«Bs«^"l 
of  the  Confederates,  as  tbey  \ia,T»  ^otv  V\r«R^  ^^^^ 
victory  over  an  enemy  immeasMTaH-j  •»'^'^''°\'^^^ 
*fie  reaourcea  of  war  except  m  the  monsJ-  Mid.  ^nffl^ 
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tary  qnalities  of  itateBmen,  of  goneriils,  of  ofilOEi's,  " 
«ml  01  soldierB.  The  GoTemment  has  "iily  obeyed  * 
the  general  feelingof  the  ooimtry  iii  HbEtaining  from  ' 
direct  or  indirect  interference  in  the  quarvtlj  but 
no  crisis  in  modem  tiine»  has  beeii  so  miJcionBly  I 
TTntc'ied,  nor  has  any  BHropuan  war  or  revolutiun  [ 
GO  aeriuusly  affected  the  interests  of  England. 

In    calmer   times    the    yenr  wonld    havo    heon 
BuiSciently   marked     hy   the    curious    episode    uf 
GiitjBAtm'a     eiiterjiriei'     iijfftinBt   Rome,   hy   tlio 
rupture  hetween  the  King  of  PubssiA.  una    the 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  by  the  dethronement  of 
Otho in GreeCflj  with  the  suhsequent  nomination  o(  ' 
Prince  AtFnEri.  The  progress  of  Italy  towards  uniiy  ' 
md  ordur  has  of  late  not  been  ar.milenited,  iilthouafi  ' 
the  mere  lapse  of  time  and  continuEince  of  possession 
conGrm    the    ndvitnces   which    have    been    mi  ' 
Biti'on   RiCASOLi,  who   siicoeoded   to   oUico   on 
death  of  Cavodu,  whilo  he  coin  man  detl  respect  at 
home  and  abrosd,wa8  perhaps  dfilioieut  in  vei-satility  ' 
and  adroituesB.     By  too  openly  directing  the  iimbi- 
tion  of  his  cmiiitrynien  to  the  acquisition   of   Home 
he  seems  to  have  incarred   the   displtdssurn   of  the. 
Emperor  Natoleon,  and,  unluckily,  hb  sristocvatio 
rigidity  of  self-respect  involved  him  in  personal 
collisions  with  hia  own  SovEBBicif.     In  the   coursn  ' 
of  the  winter  Rattazzi  was  received  with  aignifieant  ' 
(avonr  at  the  Court  of  the  Tuileries,  and  he   tiiok  a  ' 
public  opportunity  of  expressing   in   the   Etniiifjest  J 
liinguage  tlio  gratitude   of  Italy  lor  tlie  services  of - 
France.     On  his  return  to  Turin  he  was  understood  • 
to  have  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  PaJocc,  and.  'I 
in  a  dhort  time  the  resignation   or  virtual   dismissal 
of    RiCASOLi    made   way  for  the   appointment   of 
Eattazm  as  principal  Sliniater.      Some   sBHstwa'^ 
taiads   wero   scandalized   hy   a    tranaactioa  nsVvwS^.^ 
w  rf'™''"/"^''^.'"' ''I*  mature  bofh   ol  a  lor«?jx 
j-pcpuiai  Bw  remarkably  auaceasiiAA  vo.  \^ 
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internal  i>dmjaiertration  ;    Rattazzi  nas  the  r 
Bkilful  Parliamentary  leader  aaA   orator  ;  and 
practical  tact  of  Itailian  politicianB  is  shovo  in  t 
unwillingness  to  impede  tUe    formation    of    ^Qpfl 
practicable   Government.     The   new  Miniater,  find- 1 
inft  thftt  lie  wns  not  heartily  approved  either  bj  tha. 
Chamber  or  bj  the  country,  thought   it  desirable  to 
tally  the  so-called  "  party  of  action  "  to  hia  aide  hy 
vague   orertures  to   GAUiitALDr.     The  inextTicabl» 
misunderstand  iugii      which      have      ensued     wers^ 
implioitly  involved   in   the  contrast  of  two  opposite.f 
types   of  character   and   of  intellect.     The  simplfr-'a 
minded   hero   only  understood  his  solitary  functioaa 
of  fighting  for  the  unity  and  independence  of  Italy^X 
and  the   cultivated   und   dispaBBionate  intellect   of  ■ 
the   statesman  was   incapable   of   comprehending  %■ 
total  absence  of  complex  motives,  of   sulfishness,  ttlM 
reflection,   and   of    prudence.      To    this     momenM 
GiRiBAiDi  r^ards  the   attempt   to   jirofit  by   hit  -' 
reputation  ns  tlie   result,  not  of  imperfect  and  ill- 
formQd    astuteness,   but    of   wilfnl    and     criminal 
treachery.    If  the  Miniater  wonted  to  attaok  uny 
foreign  enemy,  Gakibauh  was  at  his   service  ;  but 
it  was  intolerable  that  he  should  be  aummoned  from 
Caprera  whon  Venice  and   Kome   were   to   be   left 
peaceably  in   the  hands  of  foreiitn  fanisons.     It  Js 
not   certain  whether   ho   received   from  the  Kmo 
deliberate   encouragement   in   projecta  which  must 
have  been  utterly  repugnant  to  Rattazzi's  political 
habits   of  thought.     It   soon   became  necessary  to 
euppreSB   an   organizatioD  of  Volunteers  which  ima 
destined  for  an  attack  on  the  Austrian   garrison   of 
Venetia,  and,  after  loud   expressions  of   dissatistao- 
tion,  Gabibalpi  proceeded  tnrough  various   Italian 
towas   on   his  way  to   the   island   in  which  he  had 
commenoed  his  {ormeT  famoua  erpeiiSiwm,  Bti^\o% 
to  pacify  or  to  win  over  his  ionmisib'Ve  toTi^AistiJite, 
■^TTAZzi  allowed  Pallavicdjo,  an  a.voTiBM'iio-fCT 
of  tie  great  partia.n  chief,  to  retain  t\vo  w.n=.v^ 


iySUiL  StfMMABY— 1BC3.  167    j 

office  at  Falei'mn,  At  the  meeting  of  a  rifle  club  J 
in  the  same  cit^  Garibilui  appearsd  hj  the  side  of  1 
ihe  heir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  and  openly  1 
announced  liis  intention  of  engaging  i>i  a  campaign  1 
of  liberation,  which,  according  to  varying  rumoura,  1 
was  to  be  directed  against  Turkey,  ngainst  tha  J 
Adriatic  provinoea  of  Austria,  against  King  Otho,  ' 
and  against  Home.  Even  after  the  purpose  of  con-  ' 
q  lering  the  Italian  capital  was  publicly  avowed,  the-J 
ulinister,  or  his  Bubordiuates,  continued  to  tern-  ^ 
porize,  trbila  independent  action  rapidly  ripened  I 
into  rebellion  and  civil  war.  Having  once  con- 
([uered  a  Itingdom  as  an  independent  adventurer,  ' 
Amid  the  applause  of  Italy  and  Eiu'ope,  GABlBAUufl 
believed  that  patriotio  motives  were  paramount  to  ■ 
law,  although  he  was  comniencing  a  private  war  •"  ™ 
the  dominionH  which  he  had  himself  bestowed  ( 
the  Sovereign  of  his  choice  and  his  afTectioiis,  From  J 
the  centie  of  Sicily  to  the  coast  he  led  an  irregulac  j 
band,  whi.:h  suemed  to  dissolve  all  resistance  by  its  I 
approach,  and  he  crossed  to  the  mainland  in  tha  J 
hope  tlint  by  aome  iniraeuloua  process  the  French,  1 
arm;  also  would  melt  away  from  hia  undisciplined  J 
levied.  Before  he  could  penetrate  into  the  intaricw  1 
of  Calabria  his  hopes  were  rudely  undeceived  by] 
the  diaoovery  that  La  Marmoea  and  CiiLDINt  werw-B 
not  made  of  the  Rame  materials  with  the  eomplaisan^l 
Frefecta  and  Generals  of  Sicily.  At  Aspromonts  a 
Garibaldi  was  captured  and,  unfortunatelfiir 
wounded,  before  he  had  time  to  do  irreparable  :  '~ 
chief  by  a  hopeless  collinion  with  the  French, 
personal  aufieringH  have  excited  popular  sympathy 
throughoiit  Europe.  Univeraal  opinion  demanded 
an  amnesty  for  tha  hero,  who  ivaa  raised  \i^  ^^* 
former  exploits  above  those  ordinary  rij\oa  ol  ^\^'^%- 
(  w/jicJ,  bia  unJeratanding  fails  to   apweVtetvi. 

'rr'UUon    and     disiippoimtmettt    otv    * 


r  whose  policy  had  been  at   tlie   so 
'0  atul  iinluakj.  After  the  imt'>wnrd  cnllisi^ 
1  ilie  Rnyil  troops  and  the  VolHtitMre J 
prnnionte,  the  Emperor  NiiwLKOs  Jiifhicrd  h 
hiRBia  ttnd   Prnsiin  to   recognize  the  Kingdom 

imetrhat  later   he  piibliahcd   ftD  oracit}R| 
an  indpfinite  Ministerial   despatoh  r>' 
mtitiued   QQtaigoniBU)   betn-eeu   lt»1iuR  clftimn  ul^ 
ntp.tl  protests  ;    and,   finally,  the  substitiitiun  C 
It.  DiiocYN  DB  Lhitys  for  M.  Thouvbsj "  '     '" 
hrsi^  Office  at  Paria  was  regarded  aa  anal 
'tot  of  tho  Lndefinita  uontinunnoo   of  the   Pren 
I  at  Rome,     When  the   Pailinmeiit  i 
ij  Novemherj  it  was  at  nnee  evident  that  tW 
pillar  dixiatiaf action  could   only  he   appeased   )0 
)fi  fall  of  the  Miniatur.     After  rd  nuimated  dehsfi 
jfuianj"  drays,  HiTTAZiei  anticipatoda  vote  of  ct 
Y  reaigninn,  and  soina  aiixietioe  Wei's  roninTi 
.  constitutional  amjiiieaoencu  of  the  Ktsn   i 
l«ioa  of  tlie    Pnrlinment.      Fmusi,  whi       ^ 
^lointud  Fi-eBideiit  of  the  Council,  hw  succeeds^ 
I  forming  H  tesii^ablo  Cabinet,  und  ns  In 
nbuTI-aafled   by  ttie   iiersonal   couiplicution 
BinpBPail  his  predeoBSHor,  lie  will  bu  aliltt  lo  pursil 
^   expectant  policy   witliout   ofRjuding    the   i  ' 
"Met  of  tho  nation. 
VitU   one   roniiirkable   exception,  the   conrBi 
Solution   haa   lit^en   eusiienderi   during   the  y 
rhiletheenlU'ndiaoontentiiof  Puliind  and  HiingnM 
in  smouJUered  heiiHBththe  BHrfiii;«,aniine»peetli 
^vement  has   i-evived   the   interest  of    tlio   IM 
I   ill  tiro   fortunes  of  Greroe,     Tho  kgiti 
lion  which  lUflVnUeil  on  Hoveiwl  of  the   frontiers  { 
Euiiipeati  Tiivkay  wiw  not   nncBiWioiitihly  nttributa, 
la   fuieigii   iiilrisiio.     Tlie   higlilaudem  of   M<intlJ 
iiesa-y,  reannlins   their    chrowifi   \«iStt\\t^Hft,  weri;  it  _ 
/aae  iliifented   by  the   Ottonftn  tvoii^*,  tsiA  ** 
.Sej-T'ians,  in  nbvjous  concert  -witV  l\ie«  Wv^UWv*, 
ibMBd  aretcxts  for  attuckina  U.e  'Svii:^i«^  ^».ww«>. 
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at  Belgt^jB.  A  conspiraoj  in  Greece,  connonted  b' 
vasue  rumour  with  tlie  projects  of  GiKiiiAiiiIJ 
exploded  in  a  military  inaurrection  »t  Nuuplia^ 
'wliick  was  terminated,  after  a  (.■oiisideri.bla  iuterviil 
liy  subimB^ion  and  amnQHty  ;  but  irhilQ  the  Court.  ^ 
waa  endeavouring  to  coerce  or  cajole  tlie  rovolte^JB 
Thgiraents,  tlie  whole  oommuuityBBems  to  have  di*r  J 
covered  that  it  was  unanimous  in  dcBiring  a  "  „  ,  _ 
of  dynasU-.  In  a  reign  of  mors  than  30  years  KingJ 
Otho  had  done  nothing  to  satisfy  either  the  reaaoa'W 
able  demauda  or  the  ambitious  dreams  of  his  snh;  ] 
jouta.  If  the  KiNfi  had  been  vigorous  and  ablo,  3 
conaiderahle  obliquities  and  irreguhiritiea  would  |l 
hnre  been  wHUngly  condoned,  or  perhaps  admired  ;  V 
but  a  Government  which  ruled  by  corruption,  with- J 
out  Ecciuing  order  at  home  or  respect  abroad,  j| 
provided  byita  illegal  escuaaea  a  pretext  tor  punish-l 
in^  its  incapacity.  The  Greeks  had  aspured  to  J 
revive  the  Eastern  Empire  before  tiiey  had  leum^^ 
to  gorera  their  own  petty  dominion.  The  He 
appointment  of  their  uopea  has  driven  them  t' 
reflect  on  the  cqum  of  thuir  failure,  and,  as  became  J 
a  quick-witted  peo[ilc,  they  have  known  how  to  j 
profit  by  two  strilking  and  raceDt  lesaoua.  Th«?^ 
stern  aupprosaion  by  England  and  France  of  their  3 
enterpriae^siaijiat  the  TurkLsb  provinces  ia  1854  . 
convinced ?li em  of  their  error  in  plaoiog  thamaelves:  J 
under  the  protectorate  of  Russia.  From 
amplo  of  Piedmont  they  learnt  that  the  true  nucleui  "X 
of  an  Imperial  nation  waa  a  free  and  well-governad  j 
State,  to  which  outlying  portions  of  the  same  race  7 
miylit  legitimately  .  gravitate.  Accordingly,  the  . 
Greeks  determined  on  a  political  reform,  which 
necessarily  involved  the  removal  of  the  "Bavai'la 
dynasty,  and  they  took  advantage  of  the  sam 
opportunity  to  hid  high  for  the  goodwill,  oi  to\.ft-!| 
land.  Tie  feable  Otho,  who  reigned  oTilj  lor  ^Infti 
eaieofreiining,  had  Hndermined  his  t^wonab's  "Ccva 
Jaea//a//jr  ol  protaotins  favourites  and  flatte^ax*  oa 


tl\u  ground  of  their  Bapposed  devotion  to  his  person. 
Surroundad  by  courtiers,  he  had  lost  all  hold  on  tha 
people,  aud,  having  left  hU  capital  tor  an  autumnBl 
jonrney  to  the  Peloponnesus,  he  found  himaelf 
sudoenlj  and  irrevocably  deposed.  Having  accom- 
plished an  easy  and  pleasant  revolution,  the  Greeks 


luimoualy   determinod   to   avoid   the  daazeroua 

,>eriment  of  a  Republic,  and  as  a  symbol  of  their 

faith  ia  the  most  orthodox   traditions   of   constitu- 


tional freedom,  they  resolved  oa  offering  the 
to  Prinoe  Alfred  of  England.  They  have  no  oaose 
for  renrottino  the  reasons  of  State  policy  which  pre- 
vented the  English  Government  from  ncceptinf  the 
proposal.  Greece  especially  needs  a  real  niler  of 
matuTQ  years  ;  nor  would  it  Itave  been  exjiedient  to 
furnish  France  and  Russia  with  pretexts  of  dis- 
aatisfaction.  The  offer,  however,  has  produced  one 
ot  its  intended  reNult^,  in  condliatiuK  the  good 
niahsB  of  Englishmen,  more  especially  because  the 
ehoiua  is  regarded  as  a  pledge  of  domestic  improve- 
ment. When  the  Kingdom  ot  Greece,  with  room 
for  five  tinien  its  present  population,  has  approxi- 
mated even  distantly  to  the  condition  of  an  Eastern 


translat«d  into  fact. 

In  other  parts  of  Europe  evflnts  have  moved  n 
slonrly,  although  some  of  the   great  questions  which 
are  pending  have  received  a  definite  solution.     The ' 
EusBian   GovuTiment   is   occupied   in  checking  the 
eiaj^gerated  claims  of  the   emancipated  peasantry, 
in  discouraging  the  political  demands  of  tbenobility   i 
represented  in   their  Provincial  .Assemblies,  and  in 
contending  with  the  national  disaifeetion  of  Poland. 
The   Grand   Duke   Cosstastinb   has   hitherto  not ' 
succeeded  in  conciliating  the  Polish  gentry,  and  the 
Jnyiorial     Government    has,   through    subordinate    ' 
ageata,     engaged     in     a     utianja    coo.UoNwa'j    ^1  i 
jwnpiletaj  in  tbf  hope  of  petaiA&fcia  fae  ■^i.^'i'Kct  i 
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.lat   the  Poles   themaelvea    are   but   an   1ntruBir»| 
oligarchy,  sBtaliiiabed  hy  conqueBt,  in  the  ididst  ot  * 
a   niitsiBn     popuUtion.      At  lioiue   the    Empero* 
ALiiXAKDER  19  more  creditably  employed  in  intfiiua 
reforms,  whioh    niay,  perhaps,  bucome   rtal  aa  thn 
gradually  entwine  tbeiusBlves  witli   the   habits  sdA. 
inclinations  of  the  people.     .Corporal  punishment  i*  ' 
to   be   aholiflhed,    trial    by    jury    is    to     apply  to 
ordinary  oHenceg,  and  the  irreaptiosible  pDWcr  of  the 
poliue  is,  in  certain  caaes,  restrained.     The   request 
of  the  Provincial  Asaemhlies  foi-  tlie   institution   of 
unpaid   magistrates   after   the   English  fashiun  will 
probably  not    be   ciknceded    by   tlie    Goreroment. 
There   is,   however,    reaaou    to    beheve    tlist    tho 
Emperob,  alcliough   he   may  be   jealous  of  political 
power,  i«  sincerely  anxious  to  improve  the  adniinis- 
tratioQ  anil  the  social  condition  of  the  Empire.  Th»^^H 
collapse  of  .thu  fiiiuiieial  aud  military  system  in  con>  ^^M 
sequence  of   the   Crimean  War  has   happil];  inter- ^^ 
rupted    tha    policy   uf    a^^giandizement   which    no 
Buasian   Government  wilifi:ially  renounce     Other 
Northern  Statea, comparatively  remote  from  general 
observation,  share   iu   the   general   activity  of  the 
age.     Denmark  is  still  occupied  in  resisting  German 
interference  in  ScbleswiK,  and  the  King  of  Swbdbs      9 
nnd  NoKWAY  has   revived    the   efibrts  of  his  pi*'  ^^1 
decessor  to  effect  a  Parliamentary  reform  in  Sweden  ^H 
as  the  first  step  to  a  complete  union  with  Norway. 
The  project  involves  a  diminntiou  of  the   power   of 
the   nobles  ;  and   the   Domecratiu   Party   supports 
the  Eimq'h  proposals,  especially  as  the  union  would 
tend    to    propagate    in    Sweden    the     Bcpubiicau 
imtitutions  of  Norway. 

Tn     Austria    Constitutional    Government  might 
seem  to  be  taking  root,  if  the  most  important  part 
of  the  Monarchy  were  represented  in  tlio  CiMiWi 
of  the  Empire.     The  quarrel  with  HungatJ ,  ftwvi^ 
U  Jiaa  boea  kept  ia  »beyaace,  haa  Dot  oven  apwo-ii- 
j^t^  to  a  eolation,  and  Teneiia  refuaesaO.  comS^w- 
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tion,£D  tnnt  the  EMtEitoB.  U  in  the  auoraaioas  condl- 
lioii  of  reigning  over  one-hiilt  of  liis  Uominions  by 
inilituy  force,  whUe  ha  is  Edloiring  the  (Jerman  and  _ 
IJohemiiui   repreaontatives   a   netr  iofiuence   ta  tlir 
conduct  of  aSiiira.    lu  tliQ  mioor  States  of  Ueirnan] 
the  authority   of   Auatria   has   incrcaBod.   in    con 
sequence  of  the  iDternal  di  wen  aim  in  which  impaiflfl 
tlia  credit  of    Prnssia.     Kins  William  has    "^i""! 
appointed  the  ei^pectationa  nhich  were  founded   OBw 
Ins   moderation  as   Regent  and  on   his  undoubtectll 
liatriotism.     It  was  erroneously  supposed  that   anil 
utter  absencB  of   th»   intellectual   brilliancy  of  hiAM 
brother  fumislied  a  negatire  security  against  th»V 
mystioal  imbecility  which  bad  rendered  tbe   formecw 
reij^n   inglorious.     Uufortunately,  it  is  found  thatl 
geniuH   is   not  indispensable   to   absurdity,  for  tha4 
commonplacB  soldier  now  on  tlie  throne  has  assume^ 
to  himself  the  cliaracter  of  a  supematurally  inspire 
martinet.     Having  thought  it  expedient  to  incr^ 
the  nnmbers  and   eJUuioncy  of  the  army,  lie  is  inox^l 
pable   of  understanding  that  the  represantatires  o^B 
the   people  have  a  right   to  withhold   their  asaeittv 
even  from  a  bene!id;il  project.    Two  changes  oCV 
Ministry,  a   dissolution,  and   an   angry  prorogationr 
liitve   for   the  present  suspended   open  opposition,'! 
without  affecting   in  any  degi'Gs  tliat   control   ove^l 
taxation   on  which   the   result  of  the  struggle  wilP! 
necessarily  depnnd.     In  the  meanttino  the  Kinq^ 
argnes  tlie  quciition  witli   an   undignified   o^emeaM 
which  would  be  scarcely  e^Ecusable   if   he  poBsesaedl 
the  rhetorical  fluency  of  his   more  gifted  brolhetj 
Instead  of  practising  the  pre-eminently  Koyalvirtuvf 
of  silence,  the  Kiko,  with  feverish  iteration,  repqat^L 
to  provincial  deputations  apologies  for  his  conauc^4 
which  have  Bugt;osted  comparison  with  the  popnlarl 
type  at  muddle-beaded  confusion  which   at  presen^T 
udorna  tha  Ei^Iish  Btage.    Tlie  Kis<3  anBures  Iiik^ 
peoph  that  be  will  maintain  the  Coa8tA,\A\wi,\i'jS 
«*  Karoa  them  that  for   the  jceaeu^  ttie^i  mviW.  ^ 


eKerd.ie  ihelr  conatitutiooal  rights.  Ko  ingenuity 
can  explain  the  elixir  of  divine  right  whioh  lina 
retained  its  virtue  since  the  Kikq's  ancestor  dis- 
tilled it  for  bia  coronation  at  Kiinigaberg  a  oelltui'; 
and  a  hjilf  ago.  By  studying  tlia  esaniple  of  a  still 
Eioro  modernpotentato  in  tia  inunediato  neighbour- 
hood, Kii^g  WiLUiM  might  discover  that  the  oaten- 
tatioua  assertion  of  peTSonsJ.  claimB  ie  not  the  most 
elective  mode  of  securing  unreatricted  power.  Tha 
Emperor  of  the  riL£:JOH  is  tha  more  completely 
exerapi  from  dependence  on  the  opinions  d£  his  sub- 
jects because  he  prudently  prolesses  to  derive  his 
title  from  the  will  ot  the  people. 

When  the  French  Senate  and  Assembly  met  in 
February  M.  Fodxb  had  latc-ly  published  his  bold 
exposure  of  the  confused  and  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  Snancea.  Hie  Budget  involved  n  small  increase 
of  taxation,  a  partial  reduction  of  expenditure,  and 
a  financial  operation,  which  has  been  sinca  success- 
fully effected.  By  the  Conversion  of  tho  Four-and- 
a-Ualf  per  Cents,  into  Three  per  Cants.,  the 
Minister,  in  effect,  borrowed  about  £6,000,000  in 
the  form  of  premiums  from  holders  who  took 
advontiige  of  a  beneficial  offer.  In  return  for  an 
immediate  ^ela,  the  t^tate  haa  parted  with  the  right 
of  reducuig  the  interest  by  payment  at  par,  and  it 
is  posiiible  that  the  niarketablovahieof  the  ordinary 
stock  may  have  been  incidentally  incrensed.  Tha 
Freuoh  have  by  no  means  attained  a  regular 
equilibrium  of  receipt  and  expenditure,  aud  it  is 
Bcaroely  possible  that  the  ehargea  ot  the  Mexican 
expedition  can  be  met  without  additional  derange- 
ment. The  Convention  of  London  concluded  by 
Spain,  France,  and  England  in  1S03  was  practically 
diBSolvedi  almost  as  soon  as  tlie  allied  forces  landed 
in  Mexico,  by  thainovitabla  diveK;ence  of  puhtical 
systeniK  which  had  been  arttnoiaW^  cboAiva^f^,  J 
^gland,  having  do  objoot  excupt  to  tsjMA,  ri'iaAw 
ti'oa  for  tha  oatragea  inflicted  ou  Biitialtt.  Bii.\>i*tf 
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Mnt  only  a  nival  force,  with  a  biqbII  contingODt  of 
Marines,  tu  support  nt^tiationa  either  with  Jcabsz 
M  actual  President,  or  with  any  Qoverument  wliich.- 
night  take  hia  place.  Spain,  who  liad  shortly 
botore  recavered  hor  ancient  colony  of  S« 
Domingo,  axcited  the  jealousy  of  France  by  puihin 
forward  her  armamenta  from  the  Havnnnah  ;  aafl 
it  wai  cunsiderad  necesBary,  in  consequence, 
d«uble  the  French  contingent,  with  ulterior  vie 
vMch  were  soon  found  incompatible  with  the  ( 
carted  action  of  tke  three  Powen.  The  Empero 
Kapoleon  had  formed  the  itrange  design  of  cea<^ 
Ititutiog  a  kingdom  in  Mexico  under  the  Archditka  1 
Maximiluit  ;  and  General  Axuome,  on  behalf  of  I 
the  Clerical  or  anti-Liberol  faction,  had  aaaured  him  M 
of  the  co-operation  of  the  Mexicans  themselvei.  1 
The  English  Gorernment,  without  participation  in  I 
the  project,  offered  no  objectiuit  to  aoy  arrang*-  I 
m*nt  which  might  at  the  same  time  satisfy  Mexico  J 
and  provide  for  the  nstoration  of  order.  Ths  1 
Bpameh  Commander-in-Chief,  General  Prim,  «  4 
daring  and  ambitious  soldier,  loudly  disapproved  m  I 
Mheme  which  might  convert  Mezieo  into  %  J 
dependency  of  France.  These  disaenaiona  wetttd 
brought  to  a  crisis  by  the  submiaaion  of  tba^ 
Meiiiian  Government  to  all  tlio  demands  of  ths^ 
Allies.  The  English  and  Spanish  Plenipotentiarie^H 
at  once  accepted  the  satisfaction  which  was  offered,S 
and  Admiial  Db  la  GKAViksK,  on  behalf  of  Fraaoe,^ 
apparently  concurred  m  theirdeciaion.  Shortly  after*  4 
wards  M.  Dubois  db  Siuomf,  who  was  more  oonb-J 
dentially  familiar  with  the  Eupebob's  policy,  re*  1 
padiated  the  pacific  language  of  his  colleague,  anclj 
announced  his  determination  not  to  treat  with  thM 
Government  of  Juarez.  As  the  French  pretend 
siona  received  no  colour  from-  the  Convention  ofT 
Ziondoti,  til e  English  MinialemeceBiarily  withdrair 
from  the  further  jjroBBCvilioti.  ^  WrtiKKwi,  ax^ 
Osaerai  ffiiM.  after  a  bitter  oerwiiisi.  vwvis* -wSSa. 
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M.  BE  SiLiONY,  re-embarked  his  forces  W  (Jubai 
and  himself  retumedto  Europe.  When  tha  dinsolu' 
tioa  of  the  alliance  was  known  in  Paris.  Genera' 
LoKEN'GEK  was  ordered  to  march  upon  Mexico  for 
the  purpose  of  eruhling  the  nation  to  decide  on  the 
form  of  Government  which  it  might  prefer.  The 
practical  freedom  of  citoioe  was  iUustratcd  by  the 
presence  of  Auiontb  at  head-qaartera,  and  by  the 
exoluaioii  of  the  existing  Govemment  from  tlie  list 
of  alternative  solutions.  General  Lore?icez  appears 
to  hare  displayed  zeal  and  ability  in  the  exeaatian 
of  the  Imperial  orders  ;  but  his  force  was  noc  large 
euuogh  to  nutintain  his  communications  irith  Vera 
Cruz,  and  in  May,  after  receiving  a  serious  check 
from  the  Mexican  troops,  he  was  obliged  to  halt  at 
Orizaba,  where  he  has  gallantly  maintained  himself 
through  the  Bummer  and  aiitucna.  General  Fobey 
has  now  token  the  donimand  of  a  largely-reinforeed 
army,  and  lie  will  probably  fight  his  way  to  the 
capital,  so  as  to  vindicate  at  the  same  time  the 
mititaiy  honour  of  France  and  the  political  indepen- 
dence of  Moxico.  The  further  objects  and  prospects 
of  the  Emperor's  paradoxical  policy  can  only  be 
referred  to  conjecture.  It  is  supposed  that  the 
nomination  of  the  Archduke  Maximilun^  is  aban- 
doned.and  vague  rumours  point  to  the  establishment 
of  a  French  vineroyalty  in  Mexico,  to  the  conquest 
of  SonorBj  to  the  reali?»tion  of  the  EaPEaoR'a  early 
projects  in  the  Isthmus,  or  to  an  alliance  with  the 
eonthem  Confederacy  against  the  Government  of 
Washington.  It  is  remarkahlo  that  the  enterprise, 
although  it  Bavoors  of  agression  and  conquest,  it 
unpopular  with  nil  parties  in  France,  except  with 
the  husy  Ultra  m  on tanes.  French  Liberals  object 
to  an  alliance  with  a  corrupt  and  bigoted  clergy,  to 
the  coercion  of  the  Mexican  nation,  and,  above  vXi. 
to  the  aapposed  gmtJSeation  which  may  be  aS(«4»\ 
to  JSagUah  jealoaay.  M.  f  onu)  ia  proba.\)\-J  r,ot  J 
Jeai  e^meatl^  opposed  (o  an  unnecewaTy  and  (MiSsjM 
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war,   wliich     must     neceasitrily    pastpDi 
iudufitiito    period    the    resloratton    of    a,  fnanci^ 
1i»1qncu.     In   Italian   as  well   as  in   Mexicao  aJ 
tha  Euiporor  Napolkon  has  lately  seemed  to  I 
to  the  clerical  and  reactionary  party,  which   is   i 
represented  in  the  Press  by  M.  iib  LagubudnnibBi^ 
the  con&doutial  author  o£  more  than  '.    .  _ 
pamphlet.    The    Huhstitntion    of   M.  DitouTS 
LuCYR  tor  M.  TnoiJVESEL,  and  the  recall  of  M.  p 
LiViTETTE   frpm   Romo,   tend  to    disooutage    i  * 
liopes    of    Italy  ;  but,  on    tho    other  hand,   it   ) 
obfierved  that  Prince  N  AroLBOi*  ooiitiniios  to  a 
port  a  LiboriJ   policy,  and  it   is  thought  not  alM 
Cothw  improhaUu  that  the  two  conflicting  opini*^ 
may  equally  laj  claim  to  Imperial  inspiration  i 

j,TIio  Internal  lustory  ot  the  United  Kingdon 
eacutod.littlo«.tcitiunBnt  or  variety.  The  n 
jtath  of  tlie   PiiiKCE   CoNsoKT  shed  a  ^loom  o 

I  etirly  part  of  the  yeiir,  und  hia  loss  materii  ^ 
ucted  tho  hrilliancy  and  prosperity  of  the  Kxhib^ 
Tn.  SIovcrthoICKS,  the  great  collection  at  SouM 
b)MDgtoii  attracted  for  six  BucceEsiva  months  af 
interrupted  streaai  of  visitors  from  the  count^ 
and  ftoin  IJiu  Continent,  as  well  as  from  Londtq 
itself.  The  spectacle  waA  leu  picturesque  thant] 
previous  show  in  1851  ;  nor  was  it  poialble  that  i 
should  suggest  illusiona  of  univerBal  peace,  to  b 
funded  on  unlitoitcd  commorcial  intercoone.  Yf 
)  collection  was  richer  and  more  complelfl  tha 
^  formor  Eihihition,  and  compotont  judges  we] 
^t  dlBsatisflcd  with  tho  intermediate  process  ( 
~%  snd  industry.  Tho  advance  of  commerc*' 
bcrnJity  was  marked  by  th.e  unrestricted  admisK 
_Iiill  manufacturod  articles  from  every  ^txt  of  tU 
jorid.     In   1851   it   had   been   neoosBftry  to  ma,'" 

_  Ki'al arraa^tnnntu  for  lbo\mport,atiOT*A4>AS)A    _ 

coisiaodities:,  rhich  might  ofVietmaa^M.iecwBi^'u* 
uutaiely  Kith  the  ordinary  otociia  ol  mftti'OB»'*  »■■ 
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4e»[era.  In  1862  protection  to  native  industry  lia^^ 
bean  eo  absalut«ty  Bitinguialiod  that  the  forci-iiS 
contents  of  the  Exhibition  woro  at  its  close  for  I:  *I 
most  part  aotd  on  tbe  spot  without  supervision  ii(,y 
interferenco  by  the  oihcers  of  tile  Revenue.  Th«z| 
pecuniary  aocceaa  of  the  undertaking  has  not  beenfl 
thought  oncouraging  to  the  promotera  of  faturSjH 
Eihibitiona,  but  if  the  cuatomary  splendour  sndn 
hospitality  o(  the  Court  had  not  been  necessarily  J 
■uspeucled,  a  large  addition  would  have  been  made  jS 
to  tile  receipts.  TIiq  distress  of  the  cetton  trade  i^J 
Luicasliire  also  depriveil  the  Exhibition  of  at  leaaifl 
half  a  million  of  its  most  curious  and  int«lIigen!l|B 
visitors.  When  an  cxtraurdinary  crowd  of  Btrani;eral 
is  again  attracted  to  Loridou,  it  may  be  hoped  thai  I 
Gome  rehef  will  have  been  anbrded  to  the  intolet'f 
able  inconvenience  of  the  crowded  thoroughfares,  jl 
The  railway  which  is  to  unite  the  West  and  Nortli3 
of  London  with  the  city  is  now  completed  ;  and  thftfl 
plan  of  the  long-debated  Tliames  Embiinkment  'KM 
finally  settled.  W 

The  Farlianienlary  Session  had  ruiaed  few  political  g 
Questions  ;  and  in  its  results  it  had  only  determineitJI 
tne  prolongation  of  public  confidence  in  LowJ"! 
Palmehstok's  tlovemment.  In  foreign  nfHiirs  tha  J 
national  policy  of  non- Interference  and  of  goodwill  ■ 
■eenu  to  become  p:irtially  appreciated  in  Europa,,9 
and  perhaps  it  may  ultimately  live  dovn  the  rurioiU|3 
prejudice  of  America.  Italy  already  prefers  ths^ 
respect  and  friendly  equality  of  England  to  tha  J 
capricious  patroiia^o  of  France  ;  and  the  selection  jfl 
of  an  En^hsh  Prince  for  the  vacant  throne  by  thgl 
unanimous  population  of  Greece  proves  that  quiet  I 
and  unagjtressive  strengith,  cnmhined  with  je><,lou9,1 
maintenance  of  freedom,  may  impress  even  Oriental 
imaginations  as  foreiblj'  as  tlie    military  riRtetAnSiia 

of tiespots  aad  o[ conquBTom.     'the  prviAeut tft^iM 

of  (be  Greek  Crown,  ovea  it  it »  not  ioWo-wei'^-J 
thetnrrenderof  tbt>  Ionian  Protectorate,  ouicA  ^^ 
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Boma  da^es  to  appease  tha  jealousies  whicb  tfaa 
unexpected  proot"  of  English  influence  may  not  un- 
naturally have  eicited.  Towards  Federal  America  , 
tha  conduct  nf  England  h^  been  iy»taniatiaally  , 
just,  and  even  delicately  coiuii]er-J.te.  The  markets  J 
of  the  Kmpire  have  been  freely  open  to  both 
belligerents,  and  the  Northern  Federation,  poiseae- 
ing  the  excluiive  coninand  of  the  tea,  has  profited 
far  more  largely  than  the  South  by  the  trade  in 
munitions  of  war.  The  resoluta  indifTeronoe  of  the 
country  and  Government  to  the  frantic  threats  and 
vitnperation  of  the  Fuderaliats  has  perhapR  been  in 
Boine  decree  facilitatod  by  a  profound  contempt  foe  )' 
irrational  and  childish  injustice.  It  cannot,  how- 
ever, bo  donied  that,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
parodoxicul  theorists,  and  of  the  small  faction  which 
vents  its  aiiser  through  Mr.  BuioHT,  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  North  and  the  niilititry  qualities  of  tha 
Ounfederate  army  have  produced  ageneral  sympathy 
with  the  causa  of  Southern  independence.  Tho 
Sei^esBion,  which  nu  at  first  unlvureally  regarded  is 
illegal  and  inexpedient,  has  justified  itself  by  heroia 
perseverance,  and  by  the  tact  of  its  continued 
existence. 

Diirina  the  autumn  public  nttontion  has  been 
chiafly  directed  to  the  distress  in  Linos^hire,  and 
to  the  int^reaie  of  crimes  of  violence,  with  the 
inferences  which  boar  upon  penal  legislation,  and 
especially  on  prison  diacinlino.  The  cotton  mills 
which  had  for  aomo  montlia  been  worhing-  only  half- 
time,  havo  since  been  so  far  closed  as  to  throw  ths 
great  mass  of  the  worlting  population  on  their  own 
resource*,  and,  consonuently,  on  the  liberality  of 
their  countmnen.  Mr,  Villiers's  Acts,  by  which 
Kates  in  Aid  may  in  certain  cases  bo  levied,  and, 
'  s  raised  on  the  security  of  thn  rates,  can  only 
I  into  geoera]  operation  when  the  averages  o( 

»,  autuam  ijiwrier  show  the  pte«ori'bc4  '' 

^mparociiial  burdena.     It  was  ia  «n3  w 
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eary  tnal  the  ratepayers  ahould  be  largely  aided  by 
voluntftiy  contributiona,  and  thus  far  tho  liber«lity 
of  thn  community  and  the  oi^anizalion  of  its  charit- 
able efffirta  hare  not  been  wanting  to  tbe  citcmion. 
Tile  Central  Comniitlee  of  Mandieater,  under  the 
appropriate  presidency  of  Lord  Derby,  is  dispens- 
ing, with  prudence  and  guod  judumttnt,  more  than 
hiUf  a  million,  which  baa  been  subsoribed  either  in 
Laiicaaliiru  itself  or  in  the  country  at  large. 
Another  agency  of  collection  is  furnished  by  the 
Lord  Mayou's  Committee,  which  has  already  fur- 
warded  to  the  diutresaed  diatriclB  nearly  £300.000 
in  uoney,  besides  large  amoimta  of  idothing  and  of 
other  iiek:L'^arii;(i.  The  conduct  of  the  operatives 
themaelvea  haa  been  exemplary  btiyoad  precedent 
or  BKptintation,  and  there  ia  no  doubt  that  tbeit 
admirable  patience  ia  mainly  due  tu  the  iotelligenca 
which  teaches  them  that  their  salferin);!i  are  caused 
neither  by  niiagovernment  nor  by  the  injuatice  of 
the  more  fortunale  ckasi^a.  Mr.  CubIien,  and,  in 
an  iuterral  of  candour,  even  Mr.  Brioht,  have 
anltnowledged  that  the  workmen  of  Lancoshira  ara 
satiafied  and  conciliated  by  the  cordial  sympathy,  ' 
Bven  more  than  by  the  profuse  generosity,  of  all  ' 
ranks  and  parties  of  Eiigiialimcn.  No  great  mia- 
tortuiie  has  ever  brougiit  with  it  so  abundant  a 
moral  compensation  in  the  discovery  of  kindly  rela- 
tions among  different  sectioDa  of  the  people,  and  in 
Uie  display  of  manly  virtues  among  the  immediate 
sufferers. 

The  atrocioua  robbeiies  which  have  beooms 
common  in  the  moat  publii^  parts  of  Ixindnn  sURgeat 
no  satisfactory  reflection,  e:):cQpt  t)ie  belief  that  the 
evil  is  capable  of  abatement.  The  perpetrators 
belong,  iu  almost  every  instance,  to  the  criminal 
clnns  which  has  of  late  years  been  uviiaVj  ■^SeS 
Had  pampered  ia  ptiaon,  and  altertiMi*  -^ei- 
matarelj  leloaaed  witliout  a\iffi.dent  secMTiX-j  B.^a;vBaV 
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pMiaatliTopista,  there  am  be  no  doubt 
prscCice  of  violent  OGsniilt  fuid  robbery  will  be  met 
bj  increased  severity  of  treatment  in  prison,  even 
if  it  ia  found  impossible  once  more  to  adopt  on  a 
large  hcbIs  tlie  convenient  reinodj  of  transportation! 
Modem  benevolence  had  almoit  forjfotten  tlial 
ptiiiishment  is  tlie  proper  reirord  of  crime,  and  that, 
after  justice,  pravontioa  is  a,  principal  consideratioD 
in  the  treatiuciit  of  offenders.  For  a  time,  at  leaat, 
the  bnaineaa  of  reforming  criminals  will  be  relegated 
into  the  secondary  and  incidental  place  from  which 
it  iia»  emerged  into  disproportiomite  promini 
In  their  desire  to  be  safe,  wen  will  ones  i 
cherish  tightcoUB  indignation,  and  if  ia  impoaiibla 
tliat  they  can  find  ii  better  occasion  for  the  exeroisa 
of  their  hLwful  wi'atl)  than  the  enemy  of  his  ipecnet 
who  majntainit  liimaeSf  by  the  practice  of  the  garott* 
or  by  the  use  of  the  murderous  life-preserver. 

The  list  of  conspicuous  deaths  ia  unusually  Manty. 
Iiord  Cassisg  fell  a  victim  to  the  Indian  oUmats 
ahortly  after  his  retnm  to  England,  leaving  the 
reputation  of  an  industrious  and  conacientiona 
pul)lic  servant,  though  he  had  not  attained  tha 
hi^'hest  rank  among  statesmen.  In  the  tronblea 
which  rendered  meuiorabte  the  conuuencement  of 
his  Vicoroyalty,  and  in  tha  prosperity  of  its  close. 
Ills  princi[>.tl  merit  \ra»  tiiidaunted  resolution  ana 
steady  davotion  to  duty.  If  his  life  had  been  spared, 
hi.s  o^cial  experience  and  his  knowledae  of  Indian 
affairs  would,  probably,  liave  enabled  him  to  render 
useful  service  to  the  t^tjite.  Literature  has  sustuned 
a  serious  loss  in  Mr,  ButKLE,  who  died,  generally 
regretted,  during  a  jonrney  in  the  East,  As  » 
vigorous  wjiter  and  nn  independent,  if  not  pro- 
found thinker,  ho  deserved  the  considerable  reputa- 
tion which  he  had  earned  by  his  ambitious  work. 
As  a  professed  man  of  letters,  and  as  nn 
encyolop/edio  reader  who  apparently  placed  all 
book*  on  an  eaual  level.  Mr.  Bi.-ckle  resenibUd  th* 
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great  scholars  who  devoted  their liveain  the  fifteenth 
or  gixteentlj  century  to  the  rsvival  of  learning. 
fiU  Buepticism,  not  UDmlugled  with  prejudicu, 
ruther  toiialled  tint  memory  of  tlie  ei^liteeuth 
century,  wliile  his  style  was  as  natural  and  idiom&tia 
as  if  he  ha^  pasBod  his  life  in  the  midat  of  iiiodera 
Bociety.  The  purpose  and  diameter  of  hia  writing« 
were  entitled  to  nil  respect,  and  hia  deficiency  of 
philosophical  insight  and  of  aciuntific  accuracy  by 
no  means  destroys  tlio  literary  value  of  his  history. 
With  those  exceptions,  the  Obitunry  of  the  year  lia9 
scarcely  included  an  eminetit  name,  unless  the  high 
position  of  the  Archbishop  of  CiNTBBBintY  may  ha 
thought  to  have  redeemed  from  mediocrity  an  i>CUer- 
vise  estimable  uhui'acter.  The  only  important 
domestic  events  of  the  year  may  almost  be  snmmed 
up  in  the  Cotton  Famine  and  in  its  ccinsequences. 
In  the  presence  of  so  great  a  calamity,  it  is  satisfsc- 
tory  to  record  that  the  Hevenue  is  floiiriahing  and 
that  Trado  haa  hut  slightly  diminished.  Thus  far 
neither  good  nor  evil  fortune  has  tbTonn  a  almdow 
of  donbt  on  the  expediency  of  English  institutionB 
and  of  the  policy  which  in  modern  titr.ea  accurately 
expresses  their  spirit.  If  the  cotton  mills  ar« 
enabled  even  partially  to  reopen  in  the  spring, 
there  is  ruasuuablu  ground  for  anticipating,  in  the 
absence  of  unforosuuii  cuases  of  disturbance,  a  year 
of  m«sperity  rtlid  pnijiTfiBs. 

Tile  attention  of  the  Continent  as  well  as  of  Eng- 
land has  throi^hout  the  year  been  principally 
engrossed  by  America,  but  it  is  only  possible  to 
reoord  in  a  concise  abridgcuiunt  some  of  tlie  mora 
iniportiuit  events  of  the  Will'.  In  the  first  days  of 
18«3  the  answoi-  of  the  Federal  GovEriiment  to  the 
demand  for  the  surrender  of  tho  prisoners  from  tlia 
Trent  was  still  i*x)>ected  with  wul1-fuU!ided  anxiety. 
The  ICnglish  Minister  at  Washington  had  reason  tu 
believe  thit  the  PiiEsrnENT  and  the  majority  of  hia 
Cabinet  were   obstinately   bent   on   sustaining  th« 
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wrongful  vote  of  the  House  of  RepresoBtatiTE 
the   rtport   of   the   Secretary  of  the  Navy.     ] 
only  at   t)La   last   moment  that   the  timety  rt 
Btranee   of  the    French   llovernment   enabled  t. 
Secretary    of     State    to    overcome    the     pervei 
injustice   of  his   colleagues   and  of  the  chief  of  t] 
State.     To   the    griint  relief  of  a  peaceable  and  ul 
offending  nation,  which  had  armed  solely  to  de!m 
its  hunour,   Air.   Maso»  and  Mr.   Klideu.  vrii 
delivered  over  to  the  care  of  the  English   Legatkl 
and  the  practical  conceaaion  more  then  compenutuj 
for  the  ungracious  liuiguage  of  a  verbose   despairs 
in  which   Mr.  Seward  endeavoured  to  apologir-  ' 
his   fellow -citizens   for   an   unpalatable   dispTav  g 
prudence  and  justice.     The  precedent,  even  withgtj 
the  judicious   commenlary  which   was   afterwi   .. 
furnished  by  Lord  Russell,  is  sufficiently  clear  U 
reguUte  the  practice  of  bell igareats towards  ueutralL  ._ 
in  all   similar  trunsactionF.     It  is  but  candid  to   aaJj 
knowledge  the  merit   of   Air.  Sbwakd  in  saving  liifti 
country  at  the  same  time  from  the  perpetratinn  ofV 
u  crime  and  from  the  commisfiion  of  a  ruinous  folly. ^ 
Although  his  diplomatic  communications  before  ooAV 
since  have  been  characterized  by  almost  unequalled 
absurdity  and   bad  tasta,  the  credit   of  avoiding.* 
rupture  with  England  in  coaaequence  of  the  oi^r 
rage  on  the  Trent  belongs  principally  to  tha   tJecr' 
tary  of  State. 

General  M'Clbllsj*  had  spent  the  autumn  and* 
winter  in  organizing  and  disciplining  the  vast  army 
which,  according  to  the  universal  belief  of  Federal 
America,  was  destined  summarily  to  overwhelm  the 
rebellion.  Thu  Confederate  outposta  were  Rtdl 
within  a  few  miles  of  Washington,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Lower  Potomac  was  interrupted  or 
harassed  by  hostile  batteries  ;  but  a  considerabla 
flotilla  of  guiiboata  had  been  prepared  to  ascend  the 
Southern  rivers,  and  the  Federal  Government  and 
population  exulted  in  the  prospect  of  a  converging;* 
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mofement  which,  cloain!;  in  like  the  folds  of  the 
anaconda,  woa  to  suffocate  the  Saceding  StaCsB  in 
its  irreeistible  embrate.  Although  the  Commander- 
in-Ohief  atill  postponed  his  advance,  the  first  operft- 
tioDB  of  the  cnmpaign  seemed  to  justify  the  con- 
fidence of  the  North.  A  snin.ll  Confederate  force, 
raihlj  threSitening  Oliio,  was  defeated  early  iti 
Januaiyat  Mill  Spctnga,in  Kentucky.  In  Febiuary, 
General  BuRNiiiDB,  with  the  aid  of  his  gtmboata, 
captured  the  island  and  trarrison  of  Roanoke,  on 
the  oooat  of  North  Carolioa,  and  a  month  later  he 
took  poBsesBion  of  Nowbern,  Oennral  Grant's 
army  and  his  riier  fleet  took  Fort  Henry, 
on  the  river  Tenneasee,  at  the  beginning  of 
February  ;  and  a  few  days  afterwards  the  same 
force  effected  the  more  important  conquest  of  Fort 
Donnelson,  on  tlie  river  Cumberland.  Somewhat 
later  in  the  spring.  General  Pofr,  with  the  flotilla, 
took  a  fortified  post  on  the  Mississippi  irhich  vas 
known  us  Island  No.  10  ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of 
April  Coiniuodoi'e  Fakragut  obtained  the  most  con- 
Biderable  auccesi  which  has  hitherto  ottended  the 
Federal  arms,  by  fortipg  the  defences  of  the  Lower 
MisaisBippi,  and  by  consequentiy  compelling,  on  the 
lit  of  May,  the  unresisted  surrender  of  New 
Orleans.  After  the  capture  of  Fort  Donnelson  and 
of  Roanoke  the  confidence  of  foreigners  in  the 
tenacity  of  Southern  resirtance  was  temporarily 
shaken.  It  was  true  that,  except  at  Mill  tSpHngs 
uid  in  some  obflcure  and  uncertain  skirmishes  in 
Arkansas,  the  Fedeml  troops  had  never  gained  an 
iidvantBge  beyond  the  range  of  their  gunboats  ; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  southern  troops  seemed 
at  first  deficient  in  spirit,  and  it  was  uncertain 
'  -whether  they  would  have  energy  to  continue  the 
conflict  where  the  clianosR  were  more  equal.  The 
blockade  of  the  ports  cra''"*l'y  became  compara- 
tively effective,  and  even  tha  barbarous  device  of 
choUne  the  entrance  of  Charleston  with  tuilkft. 
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which  were  sunk  in.  the  sea  channi?U   for   tlia 
pose,  might  be  thought  to  prove  tiie  doteraiinatioi 
Bs  well  as   the  unscrupulous    recklessness    of    tlJ 
Hortli. 

The  current  of  opinion  was  once  more  turned  bd 
tliB  victory  of   the   Confederates   iu   the   Brat  aoiim 
eiderable  battle  of  the  campaign.     Gpnenil    Sidnh| 
JoHNSTOK,  luiving  collected   a  considerable  force  ibp 
Cniiath,  surprised  General  GftjiNT   ou   the   6th   ( 
April  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  intlictod  on  hii^   i 
Bcvare  defeat,  iuvolving  the  capture  of  a  portion  a 
his  camp.     On  the   following  day,   howeTer,  tw 
Federal  gunboats,  arriring  at  the   scene    nf   actiouj 
compelled   the   Southern  troops-  to  retreat  to  ths^ 
lines,   after  losing  their   able   General.       Genenj 
EBAtTitEoAUD,   wtio    Bucceoded    to    the    comman^L 
niaintitined  the   lines  of  Corinth  for  Hoveral  weeky 
while  General  Hallecii,  with  a  Federnl  army,  c 
iimtcd  at  150,000  men,  remained  Idle  in  his   fronts 
At   last  it  was   found   that   the  Karrison  liad  witu 
drawn  with   a!!   its   guns  and   stores,  and  Oener|^ 
Hailbck  and  his  Liciitenimt,  Genetal  Pope,  ufba^ 
announcin;;  that  they  had  taken  10,000  prisoners  ^ 
the  retreat,  were  compelled  tacitly  to   ackncwledgj 
tliat  their  triumph  wai  wholly  fabulous,  and  thUi 
ont-genoraled  by  tlio  enomy,  thoy  liad   wasted  th4 
liust  stuaun  for  a  campaign  in  total  idleness.     Thi 
nsr  in  the  West  li:i9  since  been   pursued  with  varf3 
ing  fortune  and  with  indeci.iive  results.    The  CoBp* 
federates  have  marched  throiJi;li  Kentucky,  but  thog 
have  not   been   stroni;   enough   to   hold  the  Statq] 
wliilo  in  Tonnessae  and  Missouri  the  line  of  Bepar^ii 
ti on  lias  been  altui-natoly  advancinit   and  recedini 
TliB     Fodara!    Gnnerai    EoRBcnASK    obtained  i 
advantage  in  an  engageaieiit  at  Corinth  in  Uctob« 
and  about   the   same   time     General     Braqo  a 
fJcneral   Poi.k   defeated   General  BTrELT,  at  Perr 
ville.    In  December  a  Federal  Brigade  of  4,000  n... 
,  furreadered  at  HortTillo,  ia  TenneBsoe,  to  the  CoK 


leaeraiQ  Ueneral  Moroas.  The  Federals  [lavs^  for 
the  moBt  part,  the  superiority  in  numbers  and  in 
materLiI  of  visit,  whilo  Iheir  adveraarica  are  better 
eommauiletl  and  more  curneat  in  their  eati;e,  with 
Uie  advaiilage  of  tlie  ^oodsriU  of  the  populatiun. 
Mr.  Jeffbhsok  Davih,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
in  March,  admitted  that  the  Confederates  hoi 
attempted  too  miiBti  when  ttioy  pro^iosBd  to  hold 
till!  line  of  tlio  Ohio.  Altliougb  their  military 
Btrciifi;tli  liaa  stuee  greatly  increased,  it  seeine  ini- 
prolmble  that  they  will  ultimately  seoure  ^y  arms 
the  Northern  part  of  l^liasouid,  oi-  even  the  whole 
of  Tennessee.  On  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  they 
retain  only  the  atroni;  position  of  Vicisbiirg,  whiott 
was  unauccasstullj  attacked  by  a  Federal  flotilla  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer.  GenernL  Butlgu's 
oifensive  despotism  at  New  Orleans  noarlshes  and 
jiisIitieB  the  aversion  of  the  entire  South  from  Federal 
alliance  or  snprernacy  j  but  tbu  luilitnry  piisBtiaeion. 
6f  the  city,  aa  it  ilea  below  the  level  of  the  tivL-r,  is 
insured    to   the    belligerent  who     commanda     tha 

Even  tliQ  mftvitlmo  prepoi 
niliata  uppc^ii'od  lor  :i  iiunnciit 
tha  i^xiiliPilF!  'if  I  Li-  \'ii;;'iyiii,  iinc9  Icnomi  in  the 
United  .SLTit.-ii'  N.Li;,  lis  'u.L-  _\ferrimac,  wliieh  had 
bL-uii  ooabiil  by  t!iL  Ci^jiuduiultQ  with  iron  rails  in 
llib  Iiiw3--yanl  r.f   Xdifulk.     Ijriiiin*  suddenly  from 

Stt  on  Iha  8th  of  JJnrch,  the  Vireiiiia  sank  and 
(troye'I  twoor  three  wooden  men-of-war,  sea tterad 
twroT  into  u  iliiet  of  transport  nnd  store  ships,  and 
threw  nbelU  into  the  lines  of  the  Fudenil  nrmy  in 
tliB  neigiibonrhooil  (if  Norlollc.  On  the  following 
dny  the  Virginia  wa.-i  mot  by  the  irou-olad  Monitor, 
trliiell  had  just  unived  fi-om  New  York,  and,  after 
an  niidiicided  contest,  both  veosels  retired  to  repair 
tltunaees.  Tbe  Virginia  was  subsequently  abandoned 
nnd  U.iwn  o/)  bj'Jiei' crew,  but  her  vteavncexnW 
Jajiiei liiver conUnued  in  Uie  interval  Wj  aWi^  Ol 
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enemy,  and  it  materially  alfacted  the  pran  ot  tosi 
campaign  a^inscRiabnioiid.  Some  moniha  afterward) 
unotlier  OoiifeJerate  iixid-clad  veasal,  the  ArkanMi^ 
fitted   out   in  thu  Ya^oa  River,  contributed  largalj'^ 

to   the   succesafiil   defence   of  Vlcksburg  ;  but 

COD fliut  with  the  hostile  flotilla  the  Arkautas 
ukiniatelj  driven  a^jround  on  the  shore  ot 
Miaflisaippi,  and  destroyed  to  prevent  a  capture. 
is  Baid  thlt  iron  veaaeU  haye  been  fitted  out  in 
Southern  porta  and  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
MiHaUaippi,  hut  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  thv, 
J'ederalista,  who  command  the  sea,  and  posieaa  mi 
great  superiorty  of  mechanical  resources,  will  pro^ 
more  largely  Ulan  their  opponents  by  the  modem 
diHcovery  of  invulnerable  ships. 

The  characteristically  exaggerated  confidenoa 
nliioh  had  bean  reposed  by  anticipation  in  Qeneral 
M'Clrllas'r  abihties  naturally  declined  when  it 
was  found  that  he  lingered  month  after  month,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Potomac.  Mr,  Camekon',  tha 
Secretary  tor  War,  liaving  allocked  even  American 
tensitiveness  liy  his  close  allianue  with  apeculating 
contractors,  was  appointed  to  the  KuBsian  niiuion, 
in  place  of  the  baJf-witted  Mr.  Ca^bics  Clay,  and 
was  Bucueaded  at  the  \Var  Department  by  Mr. 
Stanton,  who  conceived  a  bitter  enmiliy  to 
M'Clellak,  The  sprinj;  was  far  advanced  when 
the  Confederate  army  retired  without  molestation 
from  its  lines  at  Muniiasas,  which,  as  it  was  found, 
had  never  been  regularly  fortibed.  The  Federal 
General,  after  following  their  retreat  for  two  or 
three  days'  march,  unexpectedly  returned  to 
Washington,  and  embarked  his  army  on  the 
Potomao  for  the  purpose  of  landinic  on  the 
Vireinian  peninsula  and  advancing  weatirard  upon 
niontiiond.  At  tiie  moment  when  Che  decisive 
movement  commanco.l,  the  pRESiPEur,  by  th* 
advice  of  Mr.  i^fASToN,  deprived  M-'Clclias  ot  ' ' 
«wijmaa[?-iii-cIiiof,andiipuoiutB4Ge\iOTui.'W;^u'i 
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&nd  General  Fkeuont,  wlio  was  afterwarda  re- 
placed b;  Grensra.1  Pope,  to  independtint  commands 
m  Novthern  "Virginia.  G«naral  M'CLE(.i.ts  and  liji 
friend*  attribute  bis  subsequent  failure  to  want  o£ 
co-operation  and  to  a  dsGciency  oF  reinforcementH 
and  Bnppliea  ;  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  hia 
ohancwBoi  Tiatorjnould  have  been  lorgelj  increased 
it  he  could  have  diapoaed  of  M'Doweil's  division  to 
cover  and  Btrengthen  his  rigiit  flank.  The  first 
operation  of  the  campaign  conaiated  of  a  three 
-weeks'  eiege  of  the  historical  lines  of  York  Town, 
'n'bere  the  Confederates  bad  prepared  their  first 
■how  of  defence.  Having  eeourcd  the  Ueiay  which 
they  required,  they  gradually  fell  bock  tovardi 
Richmond,  striking  successive  blows  to  cover  tliuii 
retreat  at  Williams biirj;,  nnd  at  West  Point,  where 
the  Pamunkey  expands  into  tlie  eatuary  of  York 
River.  As  M'Clbllan  followed,  he  leant  to  his 
riiht  to  keep  up  his  commuuicatioiis  with  his  ships, 
for  the  James  River  on  his  left  was  still  closed  by 
the  presence  or  the  terror  of  the  formidable 
Virginia.  From  West  Point  the  Federal  anny 
turned  westward,  and,  after  suffering  a  severs 
check  on  the  plain  of  White  Oaks,  the  head- 
quarters wore  placed  at  White  Rouse,  where  the 
West  Point  Railway  to  Richmond  croasea  the 
Pomunkey.  In  tlie  meantime  General  Jackson 
commenced  his  long  series  of  brilliant  exploits  by 
driving  the  Federal  General  Banks  headlong  upon 
the  Potomac,  to  the  extreme  terror  of  the  Peb- 
EinxKT  and  of  the  authorities  at  Washinjjton. 
General  Fkemokt  and  General  isHiBLos  were  bafBed 
by  the  superior  activity  of  the  hostile  commander 
ill  their  attempts  to  retrieve  th»  disaster,  and 
Oeneral  U'Dowell,  in  spite  of  hia  earneat  protest, 
was  recalled  from  his  movement  towards 
M'Clellan  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  the  capital.     It 

'  "    ■  "  icral  JiCK.SDs's!ii«(i.Tii:e«aa    . 
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In  the  middle  of  June  General  STrAKT,wit1 
forqe  of  cavalry,  moved  round  the  right  wii  „ 
Federal  army,  and,  passing  botiind  the  whole  { 
their  rear  and  their  left  miog,  retumsd  safely,  wit 
considerable  booty,  to  the  camp  in  front  of  Uichnion<Q 
A  wceic  1at«i-  the  entire  Ivorth  was  sUrtled  bf  ttf 
tidings  thnt  M'Clbllin  had  retreated  several  Inili^ 
under  incessant  attacks,  and  thst,  passinp  his  rigl 
iring  behind  Ilia  left,  he  had  taken  up  a.  new  pi 
tion  at  Harrison's  LiDdinpf,  on  the  James  lti\ 
The  mendaciouB  journals  of  New  York  asserted  tbd 
his  retreat  was  virtually  an  adviiuue,  or,  in  wonu 
which  have  become  almost  proTerhial,  that  it  was  s 
'■(treat  Btratngio  movement,"  leadinB  to  the  oi 
ftipture  of  Richmond.  The  truth,  however,  a 
became  too  transparent  ti>  be  obscureiL  even  . 
American  tintion  and  credulity.  General  M'Glblu 
was  entitled  to  the  credit  of  suviiig  liia  nriny  fron 
imminent  destruction,  but  be  had  enconntered'^ 
crushing  defeat.  On  tlie  i^OtJi  of  June  his  risht  w 
fiercely  attaclced  by  Jackson,  and  on  the  followiiiSI 
days,  having  lost  his  head-quarters,  he  was  piishen] 
rapidly  across  the  Chickaho rainy,  and  najTOwljj 
escaped  destruction  before  lie  too&  up  his  defensivl 
pijsition  at  Harrison's  Landing.  After  his  retretl 
'  the  abandonment  of  his  enterprise  was  only  a  qne ." 
tion  of  time,and  after  some  altercation  nitli  Gener^ 
Hallbck,  who  had  been  ajipnintad  to  the  clii 
coinrnand  at  WasliingtoB,  GeneKil  M'CiELtAS  r 
embarked  the  remains  of  his  army  for  Acquia  Oreel^V 
and  for  Alexandria,  where  he  arrived  as  the  Con^^ 
federate  General  Lee  was  effectually  following  u;  ~ 
bis  former  victories. 

General   Pope,  in   command  of   the  army  of  tha*! 

North,  had  advanced  beyond  the  Rappahannock  trf^ 

the  Rapidan,  for  the  tmiposeoi  AivBt^,u\a'ii*i.'(.\ftQ.-7^ 

Hon  of  the  enemy  (luring  M'OLEL\.fcN  %  etdoKtVa- 

f'on.     General  Led,  leaving  fhe  ■baffi^i  Mt^-^;)  '^'^'^r^ 

^^inaula  to  escape  at  leiai5o,pM\v64T8.vva5^^>^- 
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H^^^^  and  Oeneral  Stdabt,  a.  Hecond  time  penetrat-  ^^M 

i^^U^mto  the  eaemy 'b  rear,  captared  Gi^iieral  Pofr's  ^^H 

baggage  and  a  portion  of  his  Staff,  wbile   Jackson',  ^^M 

bf  a  aarin^  movDmcnt,  in  Trliich  he  tnioe  orosBed  ^^M 

tlie  Blue  Kidge  Mouutains,  thrcv  himself   between  ^^M 

the  Federal   main  nrmj  and  Waahington,     General  ^^ 
Pope,  who  had  boosted  and  blustered  himself  into 
popularity,   has   since,  ivitK   conaistcnt   meaniieaa, 
thrown  tho  blaino   of    his   disasters   on   iiis   Bub- 

ordinatea     and     his     colleagues.      Utterly     oat-  ^^ 

mancenvred  and  onfused^  he  commeiiCBd  a  hiitried  ^H 

retreat  on  the   PotomaCj  incurring  daily  defeats,  of  ^H 

which   the   tn<~iat   oiispicnoiis   was,   by   a   sini^lnr  ^^M 

ooincidenoe.  stiSisred  on  ths  valebrated  field  olBiill'a  ^^M 

Kun.    After  a  week  of  miatortune,  thebeattrn  army  ^H 

took  refuge  nithin  the  defences  of  Washington,  ^H 

while  General  Lee,  detaching   Jaceron  to   besiege  ^H 

Harper's  Ferry,  crossed  the  Potomac   l«   raise   the  ^^M 

friendly  population  of  Maryland.  Ttie  panic-atriaken  ^H 
.GoTernment   of  Washington   judicioualy  dismissed 
Fo»  to  an  obacnro  command  in  the  North- West, 
and  M'Clellan,  Bummooed  to  retrieve  the  fortunes 

of  the  Federal  army,  marched  northwards  with  un-         

wonted  Tigonr  io  drive  the  Confederntes  from  Marj'-  ^^t 

land.     General   T.fb,  though   he  fouud  himself  out-  ^^M 

numbered,  ^ave  battle  at  Antietam  to  cover  Jack*  ^H 

80K'B'operationB,and,hai'ingbythesuperiorquaIityof  ^H 

hia  scanty  force  avoided  a  defeat,  he  withdrew  soma  ^^ 
daya  later  beyond  the  Potomac,  while   tho   garrison 
of  Harpar'a   Perry,  to  the  number  of  12,000  men, 
surrendered  thomselveB   to  the  Confederates,  with 

an  enormous  amount  of  artillery  and  stores.     Not-  ^Ji 

withatanding  the  imperative  orders  of  thePitE-iiDENT  ^H 

end  Oeneral  Rallece,  General  M'Clellan  thought  ^H 

himeeU  unable  to  follow  General  Lke'r  retread,  ^t^Ck  ^H 

a  jnaath  elapsed  before  he  once  more  took,  ftva  to^  ^H 
to  Shbinomi,  following  the   eastern  alooa   ol  *i« 

muM«^y  di,mi3sed    from    the    command,    ^^.i  'taB- 
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HI] cceasor,  General  Bubnside,  traiuferrBd  the  seAtJ 
of  waj'  lo  the  banks  of  tlio  Rappah&unoclt,  fcomS 
which,  according  to  popular  belief,  he  was  at  last  taf 
march  triumpttantty  oa  the  hostile  oa^tal,  J 
Although  General  BcsKsiDs'a  military  expaiiencsj 
down  to  1860  was  confined  to  six  yeara'  sarnies  as  a  1 
tubalteni  in  tiniQ  of  peace,  he  can  scarcely  ba-l 
h«ld  responsible  for  the  grave  disoater  which  thoT 
Federal  army  has  suffered  under  his  command.  J 
The  Oivommpnt,  alter  dismiasing  M'Clellan  oiil 
political  groandt,  considered  that  the  fortunas  of  J 
the  Republican  party  oould  only  be  iretrieved  by  aa3 
Immttdiate  advance  on  Biahraoad.  The  nntriedJ 
leader  of  the  army  in  accepting  hia  eommissionj 
virtually  pledged  himself  to  submit  his  own  soundera 
judgment  to  the  political  exigencies  of  the  Govern- J 
nient  and  to  tiie  presumptuous  clamour  of  the  fl 
Northern  Prens.  After  Bumiuoaing FrederickshnnrJ 
to  surrender,  General  Bukksidk  was  competled  toM 
wait  for  a  foi-ttiight  before  the  nnivalof  his  poutoons 
trains  enabled  him  to  enforce  his  menace  by  ai 
tttack.  On  the  11th  of  December  he  crossed  tb^ 
Bappaliannock  at  Fredericksburg,  supported  by  * 
heavy  cannonade,  and  during  the  following  day  iiia 
army  toot  up  iU  position  between  the  ruins  of  tiia  \ 
town  and  the  lines  which  General  Lee  had  fortiEe*!.] 
at  a  short  distance  to  the  south.  Un  the  13th  tli»^ 
Pederala  attacked  the  enemy's  jfosition,  and,  after  k] 
gallant  strugi;le,and  a  loss  which  is  believed  to  haval 
been  the  Geverest  of  the  wnr,  they  were  repulsed  J 
and  utterly  defeated.  On  the  night  of  the  15ttL  J 
BuKHGifE  succeeded  in  recrosaing  the  river  undes  3 
cover  of  the  darkness  and  of  a  storm  of  raia,  a 
and  there  is  reason  tn  hope  that,  in  Virgini»J 
at  least,  the  campaign  may  ha  suspended  fc«J 
t/ie  remainder  ol  tne  vfinVfvl.  The  Eepuhli-  , 
can  taction  baa  played  ila  \aBt  a^Voi  lov  %iwr. 
efie  Cabinet  ol  WaRhimgton  ■wSl\  bcmw^I  .■^■'- 
"■"-"   ia   the  attemot    to    crw-W  a.  sw'^ift  ■^^- 
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rectton  within   a  fortnight  of  a  iitiail  and  de^u 

The  course  of  doine«Cic  policy  in  America  and  the 
tendency  of  public  opinion  liava  followed  the  " " 
eruBS  of  the  war.     In  the  Confederate  States,  wl 

aiiopted  a   definite   Constitution   in   February,  thtt  I 

CongreB3   seems   generally  to  hsTO   suttporteil   the  1 

Executive   Government,    although   some    ouUiiiionl  I 

between  the  central  authority  and  the  privileges   of  I 
the  States  Imve  given  the  PaBSlDENT  an  opportur  ' 
3i   displaying  his  tact  and  discretion.     A  consc: 

tion  was   early  instituted   in  the  South,  ajipareclly  I 

with  general  i^oncuirence,  and  the   enthusiBBm  with  | 

which  the  liurdens  of  t)ie  war   have   been   accepted  1 

and  borne  sufficiently  proves  Secession  to  ha\'e  been  1 

a  national  movament.     In  the  absence  ol   authetitia  I 

information,  it  i^ 'tiilicult,  to  teat   the   truth   of   the  ] 

kssertion     that   cunatitutioual    freedom    has    been  I 

icrupulously  respected   by  the   Oovernment  of   the  i 

Confederacy   and   of   its   compment   States.      The  ] 

'  '  ut  of  the  South  fumisb  a,  still   niore  | 


i  paper  lasue  haa  in  both  the  Bepublit» 
(uperseded  a  metallic  currency.  It  is  supposed  that 
conaiderable  sums  have  boon  borrowed  on  the  credit 
of  the  stuck  of  cotton,  after  it  had  been  in  the  lirst 
Instance  bought  or  burrowed  from  the  producers  by 
the  Government.  The  Confederate  organs  assert 
tliat  all  Uio  materials  of  war  are  now  manufactured 
in  sufficient  quantities  at  home,  and  it  i^  known 
that  large  supplies  of  arniB  and  stores  have  found 
their  way  ikrouah  the  blockading  squadrons.  " 
the  Keul  end  unanimity  of  the  South  had  requii 
any  e^ttemal  stimulus,  the  insolence  and  minute 
despotism  of  Quneral  Butler  at  New  Ut'1<aaii«,  a-od 
the  inenjce  of  sertiie  insuiTectioii '«\»m;\i  "\» 
Ma^  in  the  pRssioE^-i't    PvocVamation, 


proToat-matahals,  and    saperinteadents    of   police 
e.ierdsetl,    amid    the    general    applause     of      tlia 
doniinnnt  foution,  an  aiuimited  rigiit   of  imprison- 
ment for  political   udenced.     WhenBver  oomplainti  J 
wore  preferred  the    Pbeitbst  adopted,  with  a  I 
blundering  ubivdry,  the  acta  of  hia  subordinates,  I 
and   Conj;res3   tncitly  lepudiated   the   right   or  tha  f 
dnty   of   defending  popular  freedom.      Fecndiary  J 
fraud  on   the   Gorernmetit   seemed  to  bethaonl«fl 
ofl'ence  which  vrsa   scoured   bj  official    and   genoru  V 
sympathy  from   aiiy  aerious  risk   of  puniahment-   j 
ITiree  of  the  highest  fnnotluiiarioH  were  reported  by 
a  Conuoittee   of  Cnngrcss  as   having   connived  at 
extrava^nt  pjculatioun  for  the  ostensible  benefit  of 
their  relativLB   and  their  immediate   dependents  ; 
yet  no  American  is  surpriGcd  that  Air.  Oamehon   is   . 
Minister  in  Uussia  and  candidate  for  re-election  to  J 
the  Senata,  that  Mr.  GinEo.v  Wblles  continues  to  I 
adminJKter  the  Departnmnt  of  the  Nary,  or  thai  4 
General  Frbmost  ovres  Ids  temporary  rotiremenfc  m 
to  his  nets  of  insubordination,  and  ni^t  to   his  deal- 1 
in}{s   with    contractors.       The    Secretary    Ot     th»-fl 
TrL-H^nry  is  appnrt^ntly  iho  mo«t  cfficiKot  meml)er  of  ■ 
t!iu  Lri.vernment,  and.  although  hu  has  vxhauf.'ed  S 
his   pawsr   of   borrowing,  nn'l   flunded  the  couhtty  I 
witli  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  the  difficulty  o£  1 
finding    money   in    dcfnnlt    of    a    revenue   ia  nok  4 
attributable    to     Mr.    Chask.      Th«     taxes    have  I 
norerfd  about  ono-tonth   of   the  expenditure,  and  I 
the  remainder  is,  therefore,  necesaanly  represented,  1 
by  different  fomiH  of  duht.     .\t  the  close  of  tha  1 
Session   in  tile  Rnn>mev,  Oongreis  passed  a  compre-  P 
iieiiitve   Tax.   Bill,  ^Gtimetcd   ss  likely  to  produc»^ 
mort-  t'lan  £30,00:1,000  ;  but  down  to   the   pTesenll 
moment  not  a  doll&t  hu  been  levisd  foe  the  ptlc^  I 
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poaes  of  a  war  which  has  lusted  for  tiyear  nnclthTeQ- 
qiiartBrs.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  tlmt  the 
Govornmcnt  haa  found  the  means  of  providing 
Bufficientlj  for  the  n)ateri:il  seaeaaities  of  the  trar. 
No  army  has  been  bottor  enpplied  or  so  abiindimtly 
fed,  although  the  nuinbora  employed  wnre  acaroely 
eioeedod  in  the  frfgftntie  campaignH  of  NAroLEOX. 
It  ia  impossible  to  axcertain  the  actual  strengtli  of 
the  army  at  any  time,  for  e!:tnivagant  bouiiiiea' 
have  produced  the  nataml  result  of  unprecodented 
liesertion.  The  absentees  are  everywhere  rectoned 
by  tens  of  thriusandB,  and  the  conipletenoss  of  the 
contingents  tiom  the  different  States  can  be  but 
vaguely  conjectured  by  the  help  of  the  moat  con- 
tradictory asEortions.  The  army  at  the  beginninit 
of  the  year  was  popularly  estimated  at  750,000,  and 
it  seems  probable  that  about  six-peventlis  of  the 
number  may  really  have  been  enrolled.  In  the 
course  of  the  summer  the  Phrsitekt,  in  two  sepa- 
rate proclarnations,  called  for  000,000  fresh  soldiera, 
and  it  was  determined  that  any  deGciency  of  volun- 
teers should  be  supplied  by  oonscripcion.  Mr. 
Stanton,  at  the  beginnin;i  of  December,  informed 
Oongresa  that  800,000  men  were  under  amts,  and  it 
soenia  to  bo  thought  that  less  than  a,  fourth  of  the 
number  ought  at  that  time  to  have  been  deducted 
for  siclcnesH,  desertion,  and  officia!  e\ag){enitiou. 

Mr.  Seward  has  declined  in  influence  at  home, 
nor  has  his  foreign  policy  become  wiser  or  more 
di^ified  through  prolonged  experience.  Uia 
syitom,  intended  to  flatter  domestic  prejudice! 
rather  than  to  influwiCR  foreign  GovomtnontB,  ii 
confined  to  the  liackneypcl  routine  of  menace  to 
England  and  of  unliring  deference  to  Frwnce.  -iVt 
the  beginning  of  the  war  he  announced  that  a  bint 
of  interference  would  he  treated  aa  a  declaration  of 
war,  and  yet,  when  the  limperor  of  the  French 
pri^iosed  to  England  and  Russia  a  medi&tvon.  Ict 
the    esclusive    beneSt  of  the  Cai:ifQderBit«&,  ^Ccta 
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American  Secretory  ^'^^  taoie  grateful  for  tl  _ 
Im]ieriaJ  offer  of  Htbitmtion  than  for  tho  refusal  o|j 
the  EnRliali  Government  to  concur.  He  haqi 
previouSy  given  diploinatii)  espreaaion  to  tli»,] 
vulgur  aniinoEity  of  his  countrjrnen  bj-  announcing^ 
that  a  war  vdln  Encland,  to  follow  on  the  eorlf 
BUppreaiion  of  the  re^sllion,  would  most  etTectnallji 
luml  the  breach  botwecii  the  Northern  and  Southenii 
States.  Mi^.toNcotK  deeerves  the  ciedit  of  haviagi 
abstained  in  his  ProcliunationB  and  Messages  fron 
the  n'Ontott  provocatitna  whioh  have  been  thrnitj 
upon  England  by  his  Secretary  of  State. 

Hio  Abolitionists,  at  fii-st  an  inBignificonl 
unpopular  fraction  of  the  Hepnblican  party,, 
uatiimlly  grew  in  iufluence  at  the  expenie  of  theij' 
poUtienI  allies  as  the  war  proceeded.  They  (puneC , 
a  legitimate  advantage  in  the  abolition  of  slavery  iiii 
the  district  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  practical  libenir;, 
tion  of  tl'o  iief[rooa  who  found  their  way  within  th« 
Federal  Hues.  The  moto  queationable  experimenk!^ 
of  enlisting  n^ro  regimcnte  failed  under  GenerafJ 
UirhTEiL,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  and  while  NeV;] 
England  orators  were  declaiming  in  favour  of  tha/ 
Soutliem  slaves,  Eome  of  the  Korth-Westem  Statef^ 
passed  new  laws  for  the  u\cluEfon  of  colouref 
immigrants  from  their  bordere.  The  President. ^ 
characteristicnlly  wavered  between  the  advocates  ol 
the  Constitution  and  the  more  reokleas  phih 
thiopista.  Ho  promoted  compensated  enukncipotioBj 
in  Columbia,  and  he  proposed  n  plan  for  huyi-~ ' 
off  the  elavua  in  tlje  Border  fttates  ;  bnt  .  _, 
a^ured  bia  fiiivnda  that  it  was  his  objecl;  to. 
restore  the  I'liioji  with  slavery  or  without  it  ; 
and  lie  replied  to  a  deputation  of  Abolitionists 
from  Chicago  by  the  judicious  assurance  that  a 
protJaamtion  wnick  might  vurgort  to  liberate 
tlio  slaves  in  the  Southern  a^tea  -wwAi  V  ■-- 
oparativB  out  of  the  reach  ot  ftie  "CeiOTA 
Three  weeks  afterwards.  -mithoMt  Mil  a"to-tttft  Q^ 


)  In  the  Interval,  Mr.  Lincoln  pro- 
olaimed  the  emsncipatioa  on  ths  lit  of  Jtmuai?  of 
(lII  alavei  is  ever;  State  which  on  that  day  should 
not  ba  represented  in  the  Federal  Congress."  If  tho 
LegiBlative  decfBe  of  an  Executive  functionary  hn».> 
any  validity,  every  negro  in  the  South  will,  in  i 
day  or  two  from  the  presont  time,  be  justified  il 
putting  to  death  any  master  or  neighbour  wlio 
interferes  with  the  full  enjoyment  of  ms  freedom. 
The  most  valuahla  property  of  the  Confederacy  it  ■ 
•ummarily  confiscated  not  only  in  bulk  and  Bub- 
Btance,  but  in  principle,  and  fooi  millions  of  an 
uncivilized  race  ore  suddenly  raised  to  equality  with 
the  Southern  Amorlcans  without  any  attempt  Uit 
provision  for  their  discipline  or  government, 
more  monstrous  usurpation  of  power  hua  never  bei  _ 
exercised  with  more  nriminal  recklessness,  and  Mm. 
'Llscols  can  only  find  an  iniLdequate  eisiciiae  in  hid 
evident  ignorance  or  focgetfulness  of  tho  efTuut  of . 
his  own  dccisiiin.  Long  after  the  iaauo  of  the  pi'o- 
clamatioii,  in  his  Message  to  Conaross,  he  proposed 
to  emancipate  hy  a  gradnid  operation  extending 
over  thirty  or  forty  years  the  same  slaves  whom  ha 
hod  already  affected  to  release  on  the  Ist  of 
January.  His  return  to  sober  counsels  had 
evidentty  been  caused  by  the  une:igiected  discovery 
that  Federal  America  was  not  unanimous  ia  its  r— ■*- 
port  of  Republican  violence,  oorruption,  and 
cupacity. 

The  State  elections  in  the  autumn  restored  to  tho 
Democratic  or  Conservative  party  the  proponderonCA  . 
which  it  hod  formerly  exercised.  The  consti- 
tuencies intended  to  protest  ngainst  habitual  di*- 
reganl  of  the  Oonstitution,  and  espeoi^dly  agdnst  a  . 
preference  of  the  supposed  interests  of  the  negroes 
ta  the  rights  of  separate  States  and  to  the  interests 
of  the  Union.  The  leaders  of  tha  te-aoS;w«v"5^Q^ 
bJr  foreaea  that  mriderfttion  and  legaVit.v  's\G.  \ift=* 
MarilFkiid  to  peace.    The   Prk81dbst  -woSVi  1 
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have  violated  tke  Conflitutioa  if  he  could  have  oi 

Kiered  the  South  by  ordinor;  methods,  and  tboj 
emocrata,    though   they   for   tha    moment    oC 
pe^^uliar  warlike  xeal,  have  no  special  fucilitiisB 
aocouiplishing  the  hisk  iu  which  their  adverBoriMl 
huve   failed.      Ah   their   Bupremncy   hecomee  est^' 
blished,  thoy   will   certainly   atteiupt   uegotiation. ; 
but   aa   tha   Coufederatea   are    Srnily  reaolred  on 
matDtoitiiiig  tltoir  independence,  it  nuiy  be  doubted  1 
whether  peiKS  will  be  iittuinsble  until   both  bellig«-l 
rents  tire  still  further  exhausted.    Tlie  great  victoiy  I 
at    Fredericksburg   will     justify    Mr.    JiiFFBitEiot)'  I 
Davis   in   lejecting   any   propasal   of    submisiioa,  I 
while   in   the     North   the     Federal    disaatera   can  1 
Bcarcely  fail  to  weaken  still  further  the  roiscluevouBa 
ui£ueuce  of  the  reckless  Hepublicnn  faction. 


xsea 

During  the  post  year  the  troubled  condition  of 
the  Eastern  and  Western  Continents  has  furnished 
a  contrast  to  the  tranquil  prospertty  of  Kngland. 
The  Government  has  earned  general  approval  by 
the  prudence  and  temper  with  which  it  bus  avoided 
any  coUisian  with  the  United  States,  and  its  diplo- 
matic intervention  in  Poland  n.-ia  only  censured 
because  it  seemed  inconsistent  with  the  national  de- 
termination to  persevere  in  a  policy  iif  pence.  Not- 
withstanding the  dontinued  defiitiency  in  the  supply _ 
of  cotton,  the  distress  in  ]jaLncns1iire  has  steadily' 
diminished,  and  the  elasticity  of  trada  has  counter- 
balanced the  stagnation  of  oue  of  tha  most  impor- 
tLtit  branches  of  industry.  The  CuBtuina'  receipts, 
eJie  general  iBCOUtie,  the  imports  and  eiports,  have 
eiceeded  the  UiHit  of  all  iotme.i  ■^eM-ia,  nniiiViiv^ 
*UDJnjei- produced  one  o£  the  tnos\.  ta^i^ia^.  \\otvi-" 
»Juoh  Imve  ever    boeu  Ratteied  m^i«Na»^ 
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^^^^^ttnatalj,  neither  the  fine  weather  nor  the  conse- 
^^^Vntit  abondance  bas  extended  to  Iieknd.  Tlia 
'  nQuce  of  successive  uropa  has  caused  great  distr^a 
among  the  rural  population,  and  it  is  perhaps  not  a 
cause  for  re^et  that  the  extraordinary  demand  for 
labour  iu  the  United  States  has  atiinnlated  tha 
adoption  of  the  painful  remedy  of  emigr^tioti. 
Archbishop  M*<jHalb  not  uunaturally  Boi;<ea  tha 
opportunity  of  denounoing  the  English  Government 
and  nation,  and  it  is  possible  that  even  an  ecclesias- 
tical ajjitalor  may  be  stnoere  in  his  erronaous  refer- 
ence of  ecoiioinio  evils  to  political  oauaes.  The  land 
fares  ill  where,  before  wealth  oau  accumulate,  it  ia 
necessary  that  men  should  decay  or  disappear,  but 
the  evil,  which  ia  Sudin;;  for  itself  a  violent  cure,  is 
already  of  Ions  staniiing.  The  substitution  of  cattia 
for  huuian  beings  offers  a  plausible  grievance  to 
seditious  orators  ;  hut  when  climate  and  soil  are 
adapted  to  pasture  aud  green  crops,  it  ia  better  to 
grow  food  for  men  than  to  keep  men.  for  want  of 
food,  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  If  Ireland  over- 
flows, it  must  be  presumed  that  it  is  still  too  full, 
while  the  regioui  which  absorb  its  superfluous 
population  still  offer  boundless  vacancies.  The 
Americans  may  be  excused  fur  the  complacency 
with  wliinh  they  point  to  the  thriving  yeoman  who 
may  be  the  son  of  a  pauper  Irish  peasant.  Tha 
secret  of  the  transformation  Is  to  be  found  in  tha 
undoubted  geographical  fact  that  America  Is  larger 
than  Ireland.  If  the  propoi-tional  areas  were  re- 
versed, while  all  political  circuiu  stances  remained 
the  same,  the  current  of  migration  would  at  ones 
ebb  backward  across  the  Atlantic.  Messrs.  Bkight 
and  OoHDEN  endeavoured  to  disturb  the  content- 
ment of  the  English  labourer  by  iiiceuKnA.\3  tiaKOA- 
in^liim  that  he  is  "divorced  irom  iW  »qi\."  ^^v 
Ireland,  a  few yetta  o^o,  everv  rood,  ot  ever^   w^ta, 

-^'   "^d  th6  diitxaa.   of    1R»5.S   •ow^J  »»  «««^ 
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nentftl  commenUi;  on  th«  project .  ei '  eonl«idin|^ 

Bgaingt  Nature. 

The   year    haa    been    «aJdenBd    ind    render 
memDTitble  by  ih*  losa  of  many  eminent  Btateimen  1 
und   Boldier*.     Sir   James   Outbau  was   one  of  tha  I 
tnoet  sagacious  and  gatlant  in  the  long  svcceEsion  of  J 
Iieroea  wko  have  conquered  and  kept  the  Empire  of 
India,      A.  generation   ago    lia    was    described    t 
liaving  taken   more  forts,  pncified  more  hill  tribe 
and    experienced    mora  extraordinarf  adventure 
than  any  living  offioer,  and,  although   he   had  nSin 
reached  old  age,   ha  had   nncs     Men    constan^l 
engaged  in  tKe   pTOsecutiim  of  eimilar  labouri.     Hs  I 
tooli  a  part  in  the  conquest  of  Scinde, ' 
manded  the  expedition  to  the   Persian  Gu)  , 
England  appreciated   hia   delicate  generosity  wheli,J 
waiving   hia  anperior  rank,  he   aerved   as  a  Biin|d«^ 
Tolunteer  under  Ha.velc>ce  in  the   famous  march  tofi 
I.uoknow.     Lord  CLVur,  at  the  end  of  a  still  longerr 
wireer,  had  attained  a  higher  eleyotion.     A  Colonfll 
in  the  army  in  ISH,  he  died  a  Field-Marshal  anf   ~ 
Peer  in  1803.     The  Crimean  War  left  him  standi 
at  hia  proper  level,  above  the  carpet  knightB  i 
Court   hvouritea,   who    had    subsided    into    the£ 
proper  obscurity  ;  and  in   the   Indian  Mntinj  I 
showed   that  there  waa   one  English   General  id 
,  understood  the   art    o(   war,    and    who    waa    nfl( 
Hsbamed  to  economize    the    lives  of  his  wen.     Ht_ 
had  dime  hi«  work,  he  wao  far  advanced  in  life,  xn^^ 
out  of  the  range  of  bis  profession,  he   waa   not   dis- 
tinguished by  intellectual  power  ;  but  the  country 
saw  with  plassnre  that  his  long  servioei  had  beai  at 
last  duly  rewarded,  and  it  would  willingly  have 
awarded  him  a  few  more  years  of  pi-osperons  repose. 
Some  of  those  who  are   recorded  in  the  Obituary 
of  the  year  have  been  snmmonod  in  their  natural 
order.     Lord  LYTfDHURST  ^a4  OMtVieiafiWiani-. 
ternpomrien,  and   Been  a  yoon^ftv  ^micwv'&'j^  ^*i 
■^iHnsaway.     Buriim  tbe  ninB^-s  ■S«».'« '>^''«*  ^*>  ■ 
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kmons  some  greater  and  a,  few  more  torttinate  men, 
ho  bad  -mat  with  neither  friend  nor  eaemj  who 
Eurpassed  him  in  nstural   ^fts  and  aci;[Uired  ctxata- 

Slishmenta,  Id  afciinioy,  in  rapidity,  in  vigour  and 
aring,  with  tlie  closed  Hat  ot  the  open  hand,  aa  a 
scholar,  s,  lawjer,  and  a  Parliaraantary  debater,  ha 
exceUed  almost  every  advBrsary  ond  rivnL  Aa  a 
Btateiman  ho  was  wantinf;  in  the  enthusioiiu  vhioh 
indicates  dftep  conrictions,  and,  although  ha  had 
much  social  knoivledne  of  mankind,  a  irant  ol 
Bympalhy  prevented  bim  bom  understand  in  i;  tli« 
Endiah  peopk.  He  wna  a  Qniahcd,  ii^ttillectu^ 
atUete,  and  when  he  retired  from  politioikl  contOEiti 
he  showed  on  many  occasions  that  hia  impulsea 
were  often  genernm  and  wise.  It  was  bia  good 
fortune  to  survive  the  enmities  which  he  had 
frequently  provoked,  and  to  remain  in  extreme  old 
hRe  ibe  object  of  general  admiration.  Lord 
L*NSDOWSE,  wlio  had  often  opposed  him  in  tlia 
Uoiisa  of  Lords,  preceded  hijn  by  a  few  mcntbg  to 
the  grave.  His  respectable  abilities,  supported  by 
hia  r:ink  and  weaUh,  by  no  means  adequately 
accounted  for  the  high  position  in  the  Stnt«  and  in 
Bocie^  which  his  death  haa  left  unoccupied.  Tha 
sound  good  sense  and  the  mornl  oualitlea  which 
found  expression  in  the  graceful  dignity  of  his 
manner  bad  mside  Lord  JjA^stioWNE  the  most 
favourable  type  and  representative  of  the  English 
aristoctaoy.  His  interest  in  literatuTB  and  hia 
{sneral  toJite  for  art  helped  to  enstoin  the  activity 
of  mind  which  ennbled  him  to  the  last  to  enjoy  and 
adorn  society.  His  unfailing  and  winniog  courtear 
proceeded  from  a  deeper  source.  Although  he  loved 
tooial  popularity,  he  never  condescended  t«  insincere 
demonatrationsoC  familiarity,  and  yet,  like  Chauob&'b 
knigbl,  hoprobtbly  never  said  anything  o8»\i4w«, 
."{?  *"  *''  '"■•'  ""'o  no  manner  ot  wigU. 
rrt  f «  "■"«  verj  perfect  gentle  knigW." 

au  pobbc^   judirm«iit  derived  »dditioMl   -^liaa 
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from  liis  calm  temper  and  from  his  long  expflrlaneo.J| 
He  WM  Chancellor  of  the  Exohequar  08  yean  84;0|ri 
and  at  the  time  of  hia  death  a  hundred  yoara  baqjl 
einpsed  aioua  his  father  attained  Cabinet  rank.,  f 
Happily  for  himself.  Lord  Lansdownb  was  trained  t 
up  in  l^e  liberal  opinioua  vhich  became  domjntui^fl 
in  hia  maturer  life,  Hia  moderation  was  shown.  ■ 
when  he  headed  %  eeatiou  of  the  Whiga  in  the  coali*.  W 
tion  witli  Casnino,  and  long  afterward*  in  hia  bq-  I 
ceptance  of  office  under  Lord  Aberdeen.  If  ha  I 
was  not  a  bitter  partisan,  he  hbb  a  thorongh  !Eng-,  a 
liahmaD.  He  was  one  of  three  or  four  sneniben  I 
of  the  Gorernmeut,  and  of  a  not  much  larger  por-!a 
tion  of  the  higher  nobility,  wl^o  shared  the  eameffcl 
purpoae  of  the  nation  during  theHLuaaian  War,  An  M 
H^ually  large  circle  of  acquaintance  regratted  thtr  I 
loss  of  Mr.  ExLiCB.  His  sagacity  and  energy  had'  I 
raiaed  him  early  in  life  into  political  importano*.  I 
and  to  the  close  o[  his  long  career  he  never  relaxed  I 
in  his  (leni^l  actii'ity.  Although  he  affected  neithtE  I 
eccentricity  nor  peculiar  elevation  of  purpoae,  h«  I 
had,  like  hII  really  remarkable  mea,  fouad  an  J 
exneptinnal  place  for  himself.  At  one  time  thai 
advisor,  or,  in  American  phrase,  the  ' '  wire  puller**  I 
of  the  Whigs,  he  afterwards  formed  the  link  I 
between  the  leaders  of  the  party  and  the  Boitsa  I 
of  Commons  as  it  issued  frum  the  Heform  Bill.  I 
Althoueh  hia  tastes  and  habits  were  aristociHtia,  I 
he  cultivated  an  intercourse  with  many  classes  both  I 
at  home  and  abroad.  None  of  his  friends  or  former  I 
colleagues  knew  Frenchmen  better  or  Americans  as  I 
well.  In  his  later  years  he  delighteil  in  the  society  I 
of  younger  men,  who  found  that  hia  Hboiidant  Gtora  I 
of  remini sconces  never  overlaid  hie  ready  interest  I 
JD  every  passing  event  of  ioijwrtanoe.  I 

The  auddan  and  premature  death  of  Sir  Geoboi  I 
C/iAs-xwALL     Lewis     wm     unWeissSi'S  NwnttiwA. 
Though   hia  qualities  were  not  WffiiMAw^nn^ 
*M  repotafioii    had    gtowB  i&^to,  mA  t» ■«»*■«( 
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garded  by  the  Uouae  of  Commona  and  hj  the  ] 
GouDtry  with  confidence  and  with  hope.  The  fams  J 
of  his  vast  leamm?  added  weight  to  hia  aathohty,  1 
but  he  was  more  especially  trusted  because  he  pas-  I 
Beaaed  that  peouliar  form  of  Eomnton  sense  which  ia  1 
found  to  be  inaeparablu  from  hoaasty.  His  frienda  1 
entertained  on  fuller  grounds,  and  with  cicana  | 
insight,  aubatantially  the  same  opinion  of  hil  3 
character  which  was  Renerally  received.  His  con-  1 
T^i-sation,  and  in  BOme  initaricei  hia  Farliimentaiy  I 
speeches,  displayed  a  quiet  pluyfulness  which  waa  | 
intimately  connected  with  a  dn^rula,!'  and  admirabla  J 
exemption  from  the  wsaknea*  of  credulity.  Tradi-  I 
tLonal  fallacies  and  new-fangled  paradoxes  irerfl  I 
equally  unattractive  to  his  understanding.  The  J 
common  belief  that  if  he  had  lived  he  might  havs  I 
held  the  highest  office  in  the  country  allows  that  ha  4 
had  attained  in  public  eatimation  a  rank  which  ia  I 
rarely  accorded  even  to  popular  statesmen.  Tha  I 
roll  of  political  losses  closes  with  the  death  of  Lord  I 
ELGiy,  at  an  age  which  iiiizht  have  justified  him  ia  I 
hoping  for  a  long  career  of  usefulness  and  distino  J 
tion.  His  sound  understanding  and  groat  industrjT  4 
had  enabled,  him  to  profit  by  the  early  opportunities  I 
of  employment  which  ho  owed  to  political  and  I 
family  connexion.  In  Jamaica,  in  Canada,  and  f 
amid  the  arduous  and  complicated  nacotiatioos  il 
China  he  was  always  found  equal  to  the  occasion,  | 
His  Indian  administration  seetnod  lihely  t 
peaceful  and  prosperous,  especially  as  he  had  ths'l 
faculty  and  habit  of  avoiding  quarrels  both  with  hii  I 
BUpeiiora  and  his  subordinates.  As  Lord  Elout'S  I 
life  was  paasod  abroad,  the  popular  belief  in  hia  J 
capacity  was  necessorUy  founded  on  his  habitual  I 
•uccese.  flood  fortune  is  in  modem,  as  in  ancient  I 
limes,  one  of  tha  most  valuable  atWi.tiatBfc  "A  fc^L 
stateatuaa.  Two  men  of  letters  W^o  VbiNO  S\Ra:* 
^'thin  the  year  deserve  a.  place  by  t>i»  «i*«  ** 
Offl-faA  ^^^  w.-Mi.*.„       Arcfibiahop  N\-H_kTii.-i  -bo* 


Genat^i  anrfitfinigters. 


Wi  unvAi.  BnauKT>«ueSi' 

ena  of  tBe  deatest  snd  most  laitructive  vf  itars  of 
hia  tims,  and,  DotwithBtaadiiig  toni*  eccentridtiea 
of  character,  tie  had  von  eeneral  respect  in  his  diffi- 
cult poaitioo.    A  dooper  leBlin^  of  regret  is  cauied    i 
by  the  recent  and  auddea  death  of  Mr.  THACEi!i<A.Y, 
when  ho  had  scarcely    passed   middle    lite.     T!i« 
popularity  of   his   iititingB   is  co-extenaive  with  tlio 
educated  olou,  to  which   they   wera  exclusiTely  ad- 
drcsied.     Hia   copioua   and   polished   wit,   hia   [~ 
Btrained  tfinderness,  and   hii   kfl«n   ohseryution 
aocial  lite,  were  intimately'connected  with  the  purity   | 
and  gracefuInesB  of  his  style.     In  the  highei  gift  of    I 
creatiDg   fiotitious    characters,     notwithatandias 
narrow   langa   of   choice,   he   perhaps  aaniaaaea 
contemporary  rivals.     In   barlesquts   andp»ro(.._ 
he  indulged  in  the  wildest  roTelry  of  earictttare,  but 
ths  personagea  of   hia  novels  were  almost  aa  exempt 
as   living   men   from   distortion   and  eia^eration. 
In  many  circles  of  society  personal  sorrow  for  so 
frcah  a  loss  will  supBrsede   for  the  time  any  disposi- 
tion to  criticize   hia  writings.     In   the  reoollectiona 
of  hia  friends  his  varied   accomplishments  will  ha    I 
less  prominent  than   the   simplicity  and  g«itlenesa 
which  formed  the  baaia  of  his  character. 

The   appointment   of  Sir  John  LiwjtRNCB  to  the 
Tacant  V  icerojalty  of  tndia  has  rocoived  universal 
approbation.  Although  the   revenue  is  flsurishing, 
tha  ablest  of  Indian  rulers  will  find  sufficient  oc- 
.cnaion   tor  hia  energy,   and  also  tor  his  vi^ance. 
The  frontier  disturbancos  are   probably  of  little  im- 
portance, but  the  Mutiny  has  furnished  a  precedent 
to  malcontents  as  well  as  a  warning,  and  tha  higher 
olaases    of   the    native    population  are  every  day 
becoming  more  im^ticnt  of  their  social  ana  poll-  j 
tioal  inferiority.     Sir  John  Lawrescb  will  exercisa  | 
tliat  combined  influence  of  lore  and  fear  wMdi  haa   I 
ill    hU    times    beea    moat   effectwe  m  ttvo  East, 
Doiibtfu]  loynXty  will  be  AetoTitiiveiM '^'^ Z^"  ' 
scjouanesa    that   it  wotted  ^)b  dan'ga'scMs  "•"  ^" 
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[the  authority  '  of  the  Vioiaor,  who,  oa  the  other' 
jbaad,  lika  all  tha   best   serranta   of  the  Compiuif/ 
SjmpathizeB  with  the  native  Hubjects   af  the  Ouowir 
B3   fuUj  aa  with   his  own    countr3TiiBiu      In    tha 
{meftntim*  the  afiuirB  of    India  present  *  araootli, 
jiorfaoe,  and  publio  attentiou  ia  rather  fixed  oa  i' 
remoter  legiouA  of  Asia.     The  continumics  of  ci._ 
WBT  in  China  hoi  not  preveDted.a  rapid  QXpoosioa^l 
!oI  Engliuh  trade,  and  perhaps  it  has  not  been  witb-.V 
'out  adTaataae  in  dlBposiii^;  the  Iinperml  Govera-'^P 
'mont  to  a  liberal  and  friendly  pohcy.    Politiciii ;' I 
pedants    and    pliilunthrapic     grumblers    have  da-  ,  I 
nounced   as  lavrlesa  encroaubments     the    dilTerent  , 
forma  of  support  which  have  been  witlun  two  ot 
three  yean  afTorded  to  the  Chinese    anthoritiea. 
Mr.  CoBDEK,  with   characterietio  vagueness  in  tha , 
application  of  history,  hu  compared   the  occaBional 
|interforet>c«  of  Englisbnien  in   the  aOain  of  China, 
nith  tha  proceedings  of  Corxbk  and  Fizabho,  What    ' 
liuB  really  been   done   ia  leas  darinj;,  loss  ambitioua,  , 
land  lees   questionable.     Tha    Englmh   and  French . 
Ifomes  have  prevented  the  Tappings  from  appmach- 
ling  tha  European   settleraenta   at   Shanelmi,  and  a ' 
;certain  number  of  English  ofScers  have,  with  tha 
,BanctLon  of  their  Government,  entered  the  Imperial 
jservice.     Even  Chinamen  will   £ght  when  they  ors  ' 
.disciplined  and    properly    led,  and  English    com- 
inlanders  have  gained   so   many  advantagss   that  an 
lAmeiican  adventurer  who   had    deserted    to  tha 
I  rebels   is   sud   to -have  bstrayad  hii  new  asso- 
:cktes  and  to    bavs    rejoined  the   winning  party, 
iThe   Spaniards   of    tha   IGth  century   dehberatoly 
undertook   tha    conquest    of    America,   and   it   i~ 
notoriooB  that  England  ia  the  present  day  hats  ni 
designs   upon  Cliina,  eioept  to   prosecute   the   in 
nocent    occapation    oi    buying  ani  8»ttiii%,    '1\«,^ 
joaoMnazy    ot  oammarco    will    not,^'p6iaaw&,  \« 
i^piBd  ta   iU  purpoaa  without    aome    ^nlxva^a- 
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recent   pramca   of  the  most   civilizea   portion!  of  i 
Christendom.      The    ainnilriTits  of    EDfclish   polity'! 
have  n  more   planaiblo   ground   of  complaint  tn  tf"* 
untoward   events   which    have    lately  occurred    ' 
Japan.     The  mordor  of  •n  unoffending  Engli»hmftn    ' 
has  beon  avenged  bj  aa  attack  on  the  rasidence  of  s 
delinquent   chieftain,  and    in    the    conflict    which    , 
ensued   a  populoua  tons  has  been,  unfortunatel}', 
destroyed.     It  the  officers  who  were  concerned  ara 
proved  to  have  oxerciaed  undue  ae verity, either  they 
or  their  superiora   will   receive  the   censure  which 
they  may   deserve  ;  but   in   Japan,   as   well   as   in 
China,  it  will  be  necessary  t*  protect  the  lives  and 
property   of   Englishmen,  ana   even   to   Msert  th« 
right  of  trade,  which  can  evidently  only  ba  enjoyed 
with  the  assent   and   co-operation   of  the  Japaaeia 
themselves. 

The  coionies  have  for  the  most  part,  happily, 
Avoided  any  contribution  to  contemporary  history. 
The  new  Canadian  Parliament  seems  diapoaed  to 
make  some  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  the  more  depressed  of  the  West  Indies 
cherish   the   hope   of  retrieving   their  fortunes  b 

Srowinj!  cotton  for  the  English  market  ;  Au»trali 
surishes,  though  successive  Ministries  rise  an 
fall  like  bubbles  during  the  experimental  stage  of 
Constitutions  compounded  of  the  inconsistent  ele- 


ments of  responsible  government  and  pro 
cuous  Bufihige.  .^8  wild  sheep  from  a  Welsh  or 
Scottish  mountain,  when  they  come  to  fatten  on 
a  Lowlsnd  pasture,  scarcely  need  the  care  of  a 
shepherd,  colonial  populations,  as  long  as  land  is 
abundaiit  and  labour  in  demand,  ask  little  of  U*- 
vemments,  except  to  be  let  alone,  lu  pastoral 
phrase,  they  are  sufficiently  tethered  by  their  teeth. 
Jf either  ballot  nor  universal  suffrage  can  be 
rfsDg-prorisJy  subversive  whete  ftiete  w  T.cA.'\\*5^tr> 
vpset.  Ths  AuBtraliana  ol  ■5^few?«M.'tk'«Tieftaii. 
of  Victoria  are   highly  proBpeco^ia,  «i.4.  '^«i  ■*»» 
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neither  an  ariatocraoy  to  envy  nor  even  an  aboriginal 
race  to  fear  or  to  exterminate.  Unluckily,  the 
Btraggla  which  leemH  inevitable  between  European 
Bcttlon  and  natives  baa  i:ommenccMiin  New  Zealand, 
The  Imperial  Government  has  hitherto  protected 
and  oontrolled  the  Enf^lish  residents,  but  the  Maori 
tribsH  instinctively  dread  the  expanuon  of  the 
colonial  eettlomenta,  and  they  have  apparently  de- 
termined to  riak  their  veiy  esiatence  in  a  final  and 
liopeless  contest.  The  success  *i  the  BogJish  troopa 
ia  merely  a  question  of  time  and  money,  sod  it  is 
ohTionsfy  impossible  to  retire  from  the  islanda. 
Theoretic  opponents  of  tho  colonial  system  accusa 
the  Government  of  tempting  the  settlers  to  in- 
justice by  guaranteeing  their  supremacy  ;  but 
experience  slinwi  that  coloniata  ore  far  more  prone 
than  their  distant  motropolitnn  rulera  to  revenge 
ajjgresaion  or  opposition  by  internecine  wars. 
UnleSH  the  New  Zoalaiitlcra  are  shottly  I'edueed  to 
submission,  the  savu^o  race  whicli  has  shown  itself 
iQOst  capable  of  (ovili^alion  will  probably  within  a 
few  year*  have  oeasod  to  exist. 

Although  the  Colonial  Office  has  nominally 
administered  the  gmemment  of  the  Ionian  Islands, 
tbe  proposed  cession  of  the  Protectorate  falls 
within  the  sphere  of  Europeau  politica.  Tbe  Greeic 
Kevolution  has  not  continued  ss  maoothly  as  it 
be^n,  and  the  first  difficulty  of  the  Asaembly 
which  formed  the  Provisional  Government  was  to 
provide  the  country  with  a  King.  Tlie  vacant 
dignity  provoked  little  competition,  and  Lord 
Palmbkstok'9  activity  was  severely  taxed  in  dis- 
covering competent  and  willing  etuididates.  ThO' 
unanimous  election  of  Prince  Alfred  had  proved 
abortive  in  the  autnmn  of  1662i  and  at  the, 
beginning  of  the  year  it  was  hoped  that  tvia  \w\s.\*, ,  I 
the  Doke  o!  SAXE-CoBisa,  would  actept  a  ttMQii»^ 
wAtra  he  lai^ht  have  found  witlet  toara  icfitCw 
'  la  hia  notty  German  PriaciBaVitol  •  ^"o- 
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Feliri  a  j  the  DtrKJ  definitely    declined    the  noinl'' 
nu(ioii,iiiid  Kithin  a  few  neekH  tho  Eiiulisli  Uovern-' 
ment  nt  laat  found  an  avniluble  Siovoreign  in  th«. 
yoothliil  brother  of   the   Princess  of  'Wii.BS,     Th*  J 
Greeks  accepted,  as  on   former  oconsiana,  the  Eng-'  L 
lifh  selection,  and  France  and  IluBsia,  with  pradent-  I 
coottesy,   abstained     from   nil    opposition    to    thij 
choice.    The  Greeks,  or,  as  they  now  call  them' J 
Eelves,  the  Sellenes,  have  obtained  a  pFomisinjfl 
young  Prinoe,  who  may  posaibly  be   tmined   into  4  T 
vigorous  and  skilful  ruler.     Their   own  repatatio^'J 
liao  not  been  raised  by  the   Bnarchy  which  haa  pre-  1 
Tailed  at   Athens,  or   by  their   abstinence   from  all   I 
niBHsuroH  which  might  tend  toteBtore  thsirfinandol' J 
honour.     Even  the    generous   surrender   of  Corfn-l 
baa  been  impeded  by  the  discontent  of  tho  ialandem'l 
nnd  by  the  resistance  of  the  Greek  Government  to  | 
tlie  Austrian  demand  for  the  demolition  nt  tha'  I 
fortification!  of  Corfu.     The   Ionian    Assembly  haS  ~| 
refused  compliance  with  the  just   and  simple  condi->'  I 
tions  which  had  been  prescribed  by  the  English  Go*  j 
vemment,  and  the  Greeks  affect  to    decline    tba  | 
transfer  unleu   the  fortress  be  delivered  over  i 
present  state.     The  destruction  of  the  fortiScatiomi   I 
is,  in  truth,  absolutely   unnsceasary,   although   tha   I 
Greeks   could   neither   maintain  nor   defend  them,    ' 
It  is  only  in  deference  to  Austrian  remonstranoai 
that  the  Engjifih   Oovemment   insists  on  a  measure    ' 
which  the  lonians    and   the   Greeks  themselves  ara '  1 
powerless  to  prevent.    The  fiscal  dishonesty  of  tha 
Greek   Government   la   especially  injudicious   at  a 
time  when  the  Eaatem   question   may  at  any  tima 
be  resolved  in  acoordiince  with   the   public   opininn    I 
of  England,  Even  Enstem  ChriWianity  may  perhapt   1 
he   better   than   Mahomedanism,    but    unless    tha    ' 
Greeks  ean    govern    better  fbuv  VW  TMka  th* 
ren'ral  ot  the  ^vT&Ti^hM  l!l»TOiftwVJ»Al^ '>«''™' 
deSaitelf  poBtponeA.  lBWAm.VifiHk,-«>oTOaw»A^ 
to  iZw  GaranmMmt  of  Eanrt,  at  ^ia  V«eP«^^°^^^ 
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year,  naa  already  dons  more  for  the  Benefit  o{  his 
subjects  than  Orao  MoompLigtaed  in  the  whole  of 
hia  reign. 

Tha  moet  ihipoTtimt  event  of  the  jrear  in  Europe 
liua  bean  the  Poliali  iuaurrection.  For  two  previous 
yenra  agitation  Jrnd  prevailed  in  Warsaw,  and  the 
Kuseian  authorities  and  the  Empekoe  himaelf  hHt] 
iilflict«d  numerous  injuries  and  inaulti  on  tlie 
nobility  and  on  the  general  community.  At  last 
the  Qovemment  determined  to  seize  on  all  the 
young  men  of  the  higher  and  middle  oIobks  whose 
spirit  and  intelligence  afforded  a,  praaumption  of 
their  disaffection,  and  the  design  was  efiectod 
through  a  oonacriptioa  regulated  by  the  arbitrary 
lists  of  the  police.  The  national  leaden  wero 
anxious  to  postpone  or  avoid  hopeless  resistance  ; 
but  when  the  ofiicial  journal  announced  that  the 
conscripts  were  content  with  their  fate,  the  wanton 
outrage  exceeded  the  limits  of  endurance.  Unarmed 
and  unprepared,  t)ie  nation  rose  against  its  op- 
pressors, and  the  insurrection  soon  extendod  not 
only  tltrough  tha  kingdom,  but  ulso  over  the  pro- 
vinces wluoh  were  annexed  to  EussiH  in  the  first 
and   second   partitions.     The  Polos  of  Oalicia  have 

rpathized  earnestly  with  the  national  cause,  and 
Austrian   Government,  either  in  consideratian 
for  the   feelings  oE   its  own   subject*   or  through 
iealouay   of   Russia,  has   practised   or  affected   an 
impartial  jioltcy  little  accordajit  with  its  traditiona. 
The  Prussian  Government,  by  the   opposite   course 
of  idonti^ng  itself  with   the   cause  of  Russia,  fur- 
nished a  diplomatia   pretext   for   uttering  the  d 
Ind^natioi)    of  Europe.      England,    France,    i 
AuB&ia  addressed   sepsxate   remonstrances   to 
Russian    Government,    and    they    complained 
Berlin   of  tlie   harsh    infringement  of   neutrality. 
Prince  Oohtchakopj  in  Jiia  first  reply  ap^o-Tal  \o 
accept  in    principle    cettttiit     pointa    vjVadv   "Lcfti, 
MusaELt.  Imd  aaggeated  as  tha  basis  oi  s.  patSSvc^ 
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tion  ;  but  he  decllnad  ths  proposal  of  a  OonferenMi 
while  he  profeased  the  readiness  of  hia  GavemmdDt 
to  diicusa  the  ^tdrs  of  Poland  with  the  twa  c»- 
partitionliig  Powera.  Aiutriu  in  enawer  reientad 
the  attempt  to  svparata  her  Ecom  England  and 
France,  and  all  tlie  Governments  once  more  urged 
Upua  UuKsia  the  expediency  of  clemencj  and  justice 
to  the  Poles.  It  had  transpired,  hnweTer,  in  the 
conna  i>f  the  discusainn  that  Encland  would  iioither 
follow  the  load  of  Fr.moe  nor  allow  huraeZt  undec 
any  circumsta:icci  to  be  di'awn  into  a  war  in 
defenoe  of  Polanil.  Tlie  ituauan  Government  uoo- 
sequeutly  aaaumed  a  defiant  tone,  and  in  its  ktest 
communications  foreign  Powers  are  haughtilj  in- 
formed that  tbejr  have  no  light  of  interference  with 
the  domoatic  ofDiirs  of  the  Empiro.  England  has 
now  withdrLiwn  from  tliB  controTeray  ;  AnHtriaisi 
pasaivQ  ;  and  the  Emperor  Napoleon  is,  with  good 
reason,  unwiUina  to  eiign^e  in  a  single-handed  war 
with  Kussia.  I^e  Polish  iiisurreatiou  in  the  tnoan- 
time  has  been.  suBttunod  with  unllag£ing'  heroiflm, 
esuioBt  overwhelming  superiority  of  torco.  Tha 
nation  only  survivtss  in  the  claasos  which  are  ahovB 
the  lowest,  but  tradesmen  and  ai-tisans  are  aa  una- 
nimous aa  the  highest  iiubloa  in  their  hatred  of  the 
forei«ii  oppresBor.  The  RnEsiwi  (jovemment  ap- 
pears til  hare  determined  on  dastroyiiig  the  nation 
which  it  can  neither  conciliato  nor  coeme.  General 
MousAViBFif  hiis  attiuued  a  bad  eminence  in  the 
atteotiona  of  his  countrymen,  in  the  favour  of  hia 
8oVEKBi<]N,  and  in  the  ubhorrenoe  of  mankind,  by 
the  ferocious  iTrann^  with  which  he  is  reducing 
Xiitlinania  to  aubmission.  The  peaaanta  are  krmed 
for  the  murder  and  plutider  of  the  respectable 
clasBea,  and  Polish  men  and  women  are  executed, 
Imprisoned,  and  esded,  with  uttar  disregard  of  hiw 
•r  of  hmnanity.     Tlie  inavKteution.  m, 
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docireUttde  satisfaction   iiom  Ike  alioalt-rfoi^ 
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been  inflicted  on  the  luoraJ  feelings  and  ui  hodk 
degree  on  the  stJf-respect   of  Europe.     It  is  onlj  ii 
the    Nottliern    States   of    Aineriua    tliat    Russian 
barbarity     receives      universal      sppUuso.        For   ] 
American    moraliuta    it   ia   enough   to   know    that   ] 
Alexin  UBji  IL  uud  Mouravieff   are  dealing  witli   I 
inaurgeiita,  a4id  to  believe  tlwt  Eussia  is  tlie  enemy   ] 
of  England.   The  approval  of  tyriuiiif ,  of  aputiation,    I 
and   of   murder  is   almost  more   odious  tlian  tha   ] 
original  crime,  I 

The  troubles  of  Poland  have  caused  much  I 
erabiUTassment  to  the  Emiieroc  Napoleoit,  who  had  j 
already  sufficient  business  on  Lis  hands.  In  the  | 
spring  his  army  in  Mexico,  after  reoeiving  laise  rr 
iniorceiueats,  advaiK<ed  against  PueblH,  which  wt 
defended  by  the  M.exiuan  gBrrisoii  with  unexpected  I 
obstinacy.  The  war  had  nover  h«on  really  po}»iaC  I 
in  Franco,  and  dufeat  would  almost  have  been  I 
dangerous,  In  May,  howevev,  the  superiorilj  of  I 
the  French  arms  was  rsEerted  by  the  capture  at  I 
Fuobla,  and  in  June  General  Fobbv  occupied  with  I 
little  resistance  the  cily  of  Mexico.  In  conformity  I 
with  the  orders  of  the  Emperor,  the  vietorionB  1 
commander  caused  a  Committee  or  Assembly  of  I 
French  partisans  to  tocommeud  tlie  establishment  j 
of  an  Empire  on  the  French  moilel,  under  tha  I 
Archduke  BIakimtuas.  Tlie  consent  of  tlie  august  I 
candidate  seems  to  liave  been  previously  secui  ' 
for  in  the  course  of  the  autumn  he  assented, 
certain  formal  conditions,  to  the  offer  of  tlie  Crown  I 
by  a  Mexican  deputation.  The  Mexicans  are  to  f 
approve  by  universal  suffrage  the  Imperial  dynas^  1 
ana  institutions,  and  tlie  more  essential  protection  1 
of  France  is  to  be  granted  to  the  Mexican 
Monarchy.  Although  the  Government  of  tha 
United  States  has  remained  pFrndeiA^v  afletA  &<^yixi%  ' 
tLn  conquest  of  Moxico,  it  is  (oteBeen  t\ia.^  eSXie'v  *!» 
tairmStutiaa  ol  the  ciril  war  attamiJts  ina-V  '^*  "n***** 
to  expel  a  Earopoa.n   potentate   ivnm.  Aixa  ikm'et\'».-o- 


n  the 


CoDtinent.  The  ultimate  aueeess  of  the  rrench 
experimeDt  i&  moro  than  donbtfal,  and  the  enter- 
'  prise  has  added  lankly  to  the  embarrassmeiit  of  the 
t&umces,  Tho  elections  which  took  pkce  in  the 
MHtmaer  indicate  tho  growtli  of  unwonted  political 
P«cti»ity,  if  not  of  discontent.  M.  bb  pEKaicsY  w; 
^driven  from  office  by  the  failure  of  his  impnidel 
■.dictation  to  eonstituenciea,aad  a  minority,"  - '  —  - 

Mnconsiderabls  in   numbers,  including  in   

■91.  Thtbbs,  is  prepared  to  criticize,  nnd,  if  possi| 

Ito  thwart  the  policy  of  the  E.mperob.    The  feel"' 

lif  the   people    have  been   dsapiy  Btitred    by 

laSerinxs  of  Poland,  and  the  Cupsoor  can  only 

Instify  his  pacific  conduct  to  his  aubjecta  by  throw- 

Ina  the  responsibility  on  his  allies.     When  he  met 

P^e  Senate  and  tho  Letjislafivo  Body,  a  few  weeks 

trainee,  he  was   compelled  to  admit  that,  nnloss  some 

r  third  alternative  could  he  devised,  his  Government 

Irliad    only  to    choose    betwoon   a  co.^tly   war    rend 

t ignominious  silence.   The  motives  which  soraetimos 

'■"  '  ■      a  General  to  oall   n  conuci!  of  war,  or  whioh 

natly  overcamo     the    repugnance     of     the 

.Wicient  Kings   of  Franco   to  a  meeting   of  the 

"General    Batales,   perhaps   first    suggested    to  the 

I-£mperor  the  project  of  a  Congress.     In  default  of 

pnoro  definite  results,  time  at  least  would  bo  gained, 

•«nd  it  may  have  seemed   barely  possible  that   oil 

phe  political  complications  of  Europe  would,  by  an 

tfalxirate  system   of  balance   and   adinstment,   be 

'more  easily  settled  than  the  separate  disputes  which 

tiad  Bbigly  baSed  the  reBourcM  of  diplomacy.    In 

»u1ograph  circular   to  the  European  Conrts  the 

_mpetor  Napoleok  adopted  a  demonstrative  and 

■  Umost  sentimental   tone,  which  has  gonerally  been 


pbfect  of  fluspiciotis  jealouay  to  \aa  wei.xWsou.ts,  the 
^peror  of  the  French  .  i\o'«eTtt\6\eisis,  o^ti.  ftvtna 
'taeet  him  on  a  tieaceful  ettani  'in  tW  cvvj  Sso'oi. 
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wlilcfl  subveraive  doctrines  and  aggreBsiTe  enter 
prisos  liAiI  ao  often  proceeded.  A  Con^i-esa . 
Bupersedii^  the  neceGsitj  of  war  would  be  better 
than  a  Congress  which,  aa  at  vionna,  ascortainedt' 
and  modified  tlie  result  of  sanguinary  struggleB.  Old.*' 
treaties  hadinaKrea,t  mooeurs  become  obsoleta,  j 
and  it  remained  for  tlie  wisdom  of  OoTermnente  taTI 
regulate  by  deliberats  conoei't  the  arrangement  of  r\ 
the  future.  Tlie  proposal,  thuii^hit  may  have  beoa  ij 
coimect«d  with  ambitious  hopes,  was  probably  not  ■ 
insincere  in  its  dreamy  generoEity.  It  is  not  ir 
consistent  with  tho  aharactor  of  the  Empero 
Napoleon  to  idealise  a  couceptioa  wliich  oriijiuated  ■ 
in  a  makeshift.  If  cold-blooded  foreigners  reniained 
Bceptical,  French  imagination  might  be  excited  by  .  I 
the  thought  of  a  Conslituont  Assembly  of  nations  .  I 
convenoa  mitliin  tlie  wftlls  of  Paris.  The  plan  ;  | 
would  have  possessed  mors  practical  value  if  thera  k 
had  been  reason  to  believo  that  Russia  desired  ft.i 
graceful  opportunity  of  concession  otter  asserting  , 
Lev  independence  of  alien  dictation.  The  objectionB, 
ou  the  otiier  hand,  were  numerous  and  transparent', 
and  Lord  Bdssell  may  claim  the  ambiguous  merit 
of  expressing  with  unsparing  candour  the  judgment 
which  less  plain-dealing  Ministers  in  other  countriea 
hove  intimated  or  concealed  in  courteons  mazes  of 
diplomatic  eloquence.  It  was  certain  tliat  no  great  ' 
Power  was  prepared  tu  surrender  a  province,  a 
title,  or  a  pretension  ;  and  the  problem  of  readjust- 
ing a  balance  without  dieturbuig  the  contents  of 
the  scales  might  well  ba  thought  insoluble.  Tha  ■ 
prompt  refusal  of  England  caused  much  irritation 
m  Paris  ;  but,  oltiougli  Lord  ItussEU-'s  answe 
may  have  been  unnecessarily  explicit,  Intel Hgen 
Freuchmon  and  the  Empeaob  himsolf  havape'c^'^  X 
by  this  tioio  diaoorereci  that  argumen\a,\n«  wjo^ 
/aiatioa  is  more  respectful  thaa  evasV(o  *a.to%.  "* 
£va^  Contiaental  Government  prof ©asedlj  wic«5'ua6. 
the  CongTBBB,  but   tha  onJrsmcer©a(&6aioTia'He« 
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offere..   by   States    whioh    hoped   for   i 
power  or  territory   at   tha   eipense  of  their  n 
tiouTB.    Italy  must  have  known  tTiat  a  discussion  o 
Venetia  wr>iiid  exclurie  Austris  from  tha  CongreBB  jl 
nnr    can    the    infantine    dynasty    of   Greece  haT" 
Beriously  eipect«d  the  pratinoatioii  of  itsinginoati 
hoiwB,     Austria  required  preliminary  explauation 
whicli  mnet  have  been  either  unsatietactory  or  fatJ 
to  tha  project  ;  Prussia   aignifleintly  dwelt   on  har"* 
own     alleged    fidelity    tj>    freatieB  ;     and    PrineeV 
(lOiiiFOHAKOi'r,  on  tha   pitrt  of  Russia,  indulged  in^ 
the    political    sarcasm    whi';h    proves   his  literary'J 
ability   rather    than    his   statesmanlike  pTudence.'fl 
The    nnctuous    insincerity   of   Papal  Latin  appro  9 
priately  exoiu^erated   and   caiicaturod   the  equally'] 
conventional    but    less    indecorous    langiiajie    of^ 
seculnr    diplomacy.      Prrs    ]X.,    applaudiiiE    tho ' 
benevolent  purpose   of   tlie   Empkror,    aftectad  b   ' 
anticipate  that  tha  Congress  would,  after   restoring 
Jus   lost   dominions,    proceed   to    Te-estahtisli   tha^ 
Bupremacy  of  the  only  trne  Church  throughout  the* 
world,  and  especially  in  Catholic  conntries.     Ther*  J 
can    be   no   doubt    that    the    Pops   would  gladly^ 
celebrate  an  aulo  da  fi  in  the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  V 

find  probably  he  would  consent  to  crown  Nil    

111.  in  Notre  Dama  if,  like  one  of  his  pred»o  , 

ha  were   allowed   to  Bdinft  the  Impenal  tiara  with  j 

his  foot  instead  of  his   hand.     Nevertheless,  i 

little  iens  than   an   insult   to   assume  that  tht 

gress  was  called  for  tha  purpose  of  resusoitatinj  th»  n 

Middle  Ages.     It  is,  on   tha  whole,  more   tolerable*! 

to  he  addressed  by  Lord  RrsHBi.t  in  the  lani^uaRe  of*! 

this  world,  TL9  a  sensible  man  who  can  afford  U>  hear'll 

that  for  once  he  has  made  a  mistake.  'I 

Tha   latest   dispute   which   menaces  tho  peace  of' *l 

Europe   is  not   calculated   to   inspire  imphoit  coniW 

£r]enca   in     the     arrangements   rf    <lCTiBTnmflnt«.fl 

asBBmbled   in    Oongresses   or  m  OoTiiotwaMR.    "^^ 

chronic  dif&tjx^ty  of  th«  Duotota  «W«<Sft«*-  ^ 
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Dftni-h  Cbown  has  been  unoipeats'lly  rendered 
urat:iit  by  the  lieatli  of  Fbederice  VII,,  the  lust 
King  of  the  House  of  Oldbkboko.  Ah  long  aa  the 
Kings  wer*  abBotiit«  in  Denmark  their  ducal 
lovereignty  in  Sehloswig  and  Hoiatein  involi'ed  no 
Bubordination  of  thuir  German  Bubjects  to  the 
Danea  of  the  Kingdom,  It  nas  only  when  a  Repre- 
esntative  CoiistitutJon  waa  granted,  in  1S46,  that 
the  conflict  of  mem  Berioiisly  c^immenced  ;  and  in 
1848  it  produced  civil  war.  With  the  aid  of  Prussia, 
the  Oerrnans  of  Hoiatein  and  Schlcawig  expelled 
the  Danish  forces  from  both  Duchies,  but  on  the 
withdrawal  of  the  Prussian  troops  the  Danes  re- 
covered the  greater  part  of  Schleewig,  and,  finally, 
the  authorily  of  Fbuderick  VII.  waa  re  established 
in  both  Duchies  by  various  conventions  in  1850  and 
J851.  Austria  and  PrusHia,  oil  behalf  of  Germtny, 
BBBented  to  the  dissolution  of  the  ancient  union 
between  Uolstein  and  Schleewii;,  and,  in  return, 
Denmark  undertook  U>  perform  the  Federal  etigage- 
menta  which  were  due  in  Holetein,  and  to  maintain 
various  privileges  and  immunities  which  were 
claimed  by  the  German  inhabitsnta  of  Sohleawig. 
lo  1853  the  Great  Powers  thought  it  eipedient,  in 
antioipation  of  the  extinijtion  of  the  dynasty,  to 
proTide  for  the  integrity  of  the  Danish  Monarchy, 
induding  the  ancient  dependencies  of  the  Crown. 
By  the  Treaty  of  london,  executed  by  the  five 
Powers  and  by  Denmark  and  Sweden,  the  succes- 
eion  wafl  settled  on  Prince  OntusTiAN  of  Schle«- 
■wig-HoIstein-GlOcksburg,  whose  wife  became,  by 
aid  of  certain  family  renunciations,  the  heiress  of 
the  Itoysl  Crown  of  Denmark.  The  Duke  of 
AtrGtiBTBWBPRG,  who  WR8  heir  of  Hoiatein  and 
claimant  of  Schleswig,waa  induced  to  relinquish  his 
pretenaions,  and  the  Emperor  of  Kvssifc.,  ■wUo  \» 
bead  nl  «ie  rfuca/  house  of  Hol9tein-Gotto"rp,«5tBeA, 
fojpoatpons  enjr  hereditary  cUim  wHc\v  \iB  TO\^^ 
i««  verted.    AU  the  princvp»l  Qennaa  S^^Ae*. 


BH  tanuAi.  anuMAKT— ISC3. 

except  Bavaria  and  Bades,  ftfteriT»rda  adliered  to  "^ 
the   treaty,  and   on   the   death  of   Fkbdguok  "^TL  ' 
Prince  Chkistiam  poasosBod  an  undiBputod  diplo 
rnatio    title.    In    Sie    ioterv&I,   however,  extreme    | 
irritation     had     existed    between    Germany    and 
I)enrDtirk,0Bpeaiall7  when  the  lat«  King  enoroaohed 
on  Federal  ri^ts  bj  a  patent  establishing   a   Con-    | 
Btitution  in  Holetoin,  usued  in  the  spring  of  the    i 
present  year.     Federal  execution  in  the  Duiiiiy  WM 
imminent,  when   the  accession  of  King  CHRUHAir 
T^-  in  Denmark  afforded  an  oxoubq  for  opening  the 

Sueation    of    his    right    to    the   Duchies,     Princo 
'sEDEBinR,  will  of  the  Dnko  of  Auoustensuko,  dis- 
puted the  validity  of  his  father's   rennnciatioD,  and 
iioarly  every  Leeislative  Assembly  in   the   Gernuka  1 
Stiitoa    urged    uieir    respoutisB     Governments    to    | 
recognize    liis   title.    The   Diet   in    ita  corporate  * 
capacity  had  never   Adliered   to  tlio  Treaty  of  18()'~. 
aiid  Austiia  and  Pnissia  liad  considerable  dif&aulty 

The 

altemativB  of  a  hofltile  occupation  of  both  Duchies 
was  only  lost  by  a  single  vote,  and  public  opinion 
in  GorouLny  is  apparently  opposed  to  tlie  Diecution, 
because  aa  a  legal  proceos  it  is  essentially  peace- 
able,  and  at  tlie  same  time  it  is  compatible  witii 
King  Christian's  title  t«  Eolstein.  It  is  stiil  n 
'certain  irhetber  the  quarrel  may  not  lead  to  wa 
but  England  is  eamesdy  impressing  oa  Denmark 
the  necessity  of  moderation  and  prudence.  Unless 
the  Danes  can  bo  convicted  of  some  violatiMi  of  the 
ogreemente  oE  1B50  and  1S51.  it  will  be  impossible 
fur  the  two  ^eat  German  Powers  to  escape  from 
the  eugsfements  of  1652.  Tlie  Prussian  Ministry 
has  found  in  the  ScUeawig-Holatoin  controversy 
an  opportunity  of  diverting  t^e  ^cww  oi  ^^^volW 
/rom  Its  ancry  uid  iuBt  oppoayAon.  to  fee  Gwa^'o. 
Xlurlia  the  etrly  part  ol  tho7eKm.^<«-B»»J--^ 
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tempt  which  Louia  XIV.  would  h»Te  ahown  to  ono 
of  lus  provincial  pBiliameiita,  and  ultimately  a  dis- 
solution  left  all  the  eziitiBg  disputes  uusettled.  A. 
fresh  election,  while  it  has  *lijhtlr  increased  tha 
number*  o£  the  MiniBterial  party,  haa  also  proved 
that  the  country  agrees  with  tiio  great  Liberal 
majority.  As  the  ori^nal  diaputo  related  to  tha 
army,  although  it  afterwards  inTolved  the  lar^r 
question  of  Constitutional  Government,  war,  or  flia 
probabili^  of  war,  mi^t  perhaps  ensble  the  Kino 
to  establian,  with  the  consent  of  the  Doputiei,  hii; 
favourite  military  organization.  Another  remark-: 
able  result  of  the  dispute  consists  in  the  temporaiy; 
concert  which  1ms  beon  established  betweeii| 
Austria  and  Prussia.  Their  ancient  antagonisia' 
had  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  been  revived  byl 
the  Polish  insurrection,  and  the  unpopularity  o£l 
Prussian  policy  encour^ed  the  Emperor  Feabci3( 
JosEi'H  to  propose  a  reorganiaation  of  thf  Con-. 
foderocy  under  thu  primacy  of  Austria.  In  August 
nearly  all  the  Kings  and  I^rincea  of  Germany,  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Free  Cities,  asaembled  in- 
the  old  Imperial  Hall  of  Frankfort  to  discuss  tha 
conditions  of  a  new  Federal  League.  The  temporary 
enthusiasm  which  welcomed  tho  proposal  proved 
the  existence  of  a  strong  national  feeling,  and  tha 
harmonious  proceedings  of  the  Congress  seemed,  on 
a  Bupetfici»l  view,  to  justify  the  hope  of  futui'9, 
German  unitv.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Diet  ahouldj 
be  remodelled  in  the  form  of  a  Parliament,  eon-; 
sisting  of  EH  Upper  Chamber  of  Sovereigns  oi^ 
Plenipotentiaries,  and  of  an  Assembly  representing 
the  Legislatures  of  the  separate  States.  The  scheme,  ^^ 
however  unsatisfactory^  might  have  admitted  of'  ^H 
improvement,  but  the  diHcussion  and  its  results  had  ^H 
tlio  fatal  defect  of  being  wholly  unreal.  1^  t^  '^la^  ^H 
Jew  to  jiretend  that  Germany  is  oti«  ■WWia'^'s-'a^l^B 
dirid^into  two  great  States,  aiOTOwndei  "^i-^  'Ottffl-v 
.nspectivo  cliutetg  ot  satellitea.     T\\«    »\«eMi*  «t 
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PruBsU  wu  a    sufficient    cuiifuUtioa   of  all 

Sleasant  fancies  which  were  sj'mbolized  or  eiprc 
y  the  Oongresi.  Ah  it  was  impossible  to  cure  vut 
U  duality  of  the  nation,  the  debates  of  Frankfort  and 
[  the  Aetoh  of  an  ini^inary  Comtitution  were  but 
ment.  With  the  cessation  of  the 
r  pageant  the  experiment  was  f ni^otten,  although  it 
C  vny,  pnrliapa,  be  more  than  onee  repeated  under 
r,4iiatrian  or  Pmasiao  auspioes. 

F      With  the  eiception   o£   the   obscur"  feuds  of  thfl 
f  Turkish  provinc«B,  the   troubles  in  Poland  and  thi 
L  question  of  ScUeswiK  and  Holstein   hare  hIoho 
rturbed  or  threatened  the  tranquillity  of  Eui 
X  Iq  America  the    wnr  still   fetains   its  gi^ntic  , 
tportiona  and  its  intemechio  character.     The  Soi    ^__ 

■  in  its  extremity  of  suffering,  while  it  slowly  leama 
Bto  appreciate  the  snperiar  resources  of  its  adversary, 
F 'maintains  its  attibide  of  obstinate  defiance,  and 
Fdurhg  the  year  it  has  been  victorious  in  two  great 
PpiUshed  batUei,  nor  ttas  its  ablest  commander  ceased 
r  to  threaten  the  Federal  capital.  The  inhiibitant* 
f  of  the  Northern  Bt.itea  are  equally  resolute  in  th^ir 

nination   to   reconqiior   the  Union,  and  it  h, 

SB,  unfortunate   that   un   artificial  proiperity 
us   far  protected   them   from   suffering  the 
lordinary  evils  of   war.      Throe    months   ajjo    Mr, 

■  ^GWAKEi  informed  a  Hympathotic  audience  that 
IfiTery  State   had  become   more  jwwefful,  and  that 

■  every  citizen  waa  the  richer  for  the  war.  The  supply 

■  of  borrowed  money  has  hitherto  proved  to  be 
P  boundless  and  although  tlie  difficulty  of  recruiting 
W  ia  already  felt,  the  Northern  armies,  now  seasoned 
I'liy  the  experience  of  three  campaigns,  still  far  out- 
r  number   their    opponents.     The    successes   of   the 

■  year,  though  they  are  not  more  brilliant  than  the 
^Confederate  victorias,  have  proved  to  be  more  pro- 
Tffiable  aad  permansnt,  because  ftL6^^»TBi.Qcr5&nv- 
^ut  can  spare  the  requisite  foiiDe  ^  Mwra.^«^^a  '^- 

*Mta  The  i^orthern  invRdet.  ttou«Jitfi>ajAdi!«in. 
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Deen  checlced  in  bis  advance,  has  not  &een  c 
pelled  to  take  a  backward  step.  It  is,  indeed,  011I7 
surprising  that  the  Confederates  have  been  able  e 
nearly  to  maintain  the  balance  of  fortune.  The  re 
lative  forceH  of  tbe  beHigerents  are  as  those  of  Prussia 
to  Belgin:ii,  or  of  Spain  to  Portugal  ;  but  the 
defence  is  in  some  degree  facilitated  by  tbe  vast 
spaces  which  must  be  tiaveraud  in  military  opera- 
tions. Throughout  the  contest  the  calcriilationa 
both  of  foroiffn  and  cf  American  politicianH  have 
been  falsified  by  eiperionce.  Mr.  Ij1S<'oi.b'8  pro- 
clamation of  liberty  for  the  negrocB  in  the  hostile 
States  bas  not  fulfilled  the  hopes  of  its  authors, 
because  it  has  not  caused  tbe  servile  insurrectinn 
which  fras  justly  deprecated  by  the  opponent*  of 
tb  e  P&esii>cst's  policy.  I^rge  numbers  of  slaves 
have  been  liberated  in  districts  occupied  by  the 
Federal  armies,  and  it  Southern  resistance  is  fcolly 
iubdued  the  institution  will  probably  ceaae  to  exist. 
Tbe  Government  of  Waihinntun  has  apparently  not 
yet  devised  any  plan  for  disposing  of  the  emanci- 
pated negroes  or  for  fiovemiug  the  conquered  white 
population.  Mr.  Lincols's  project  of  allowing 
one-tenth  of  the  citizens  in  each  State  to  represent 
this  contumacious  majority  can  scarcely  be  — 
garded  as  a  serious  proposal. 

The  last  year  closed  with   the   drawn   battle  of 
Murfreesboroiigh, which  was  followed  by  the  retreat 
of  General   Brago   and   by  the   bloody   defeat   o! 
BtTKHSiDB   before   the   heights    of  Fredericksburg. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  winter  military  opera- 
tions languished,    and   the    Federal    efforts    wera 
chiefly  concentVBted  on  naval  efforts  tor  the  capture 
of   Chatleston.     In    Apdl  Admiral  Dufoxt  was 
puUed,  with   serinus   damage,  in   an   attack  on 
liarbour,  and  it  was   not  till  summ«i  IVaV.  %%  vv«^ 
wax  Tetnmed  hy  Admiral  DATiLQB,tTS,^\AB4.  Vl  *     ■ 
^d  force  untfer  General  Gilmoru.  lu'Ma.^G«&w^ 
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»ad  below  the  Cbntederate  position  ftt  Preaerjek*'^ 
burg.  General  Hooker  was  a  better  soldier  than  J 
his  predacessor.  General  Pots  ;  but  he  was,  if  poM'l 
Bible,  a  man  ahiaaalma  braggart.  Two  or  ttirea''] 
days  attor  hb  passage  of  the  nvor  he  congrstuldted  J 
his  troops  on  a  certain  victory,  although  by  bis  ar>'^ 
rangementa  lie  had  spared  his  sdversarj  the  troubla'jB 
of  cutting  his  army  in  t<ro.  Geoeral  Lee,  leaving  J 
his  works  at  Fredericksburg  to  thnir  fate,  moreq'l 
westward  to  meet  tho  enemy  at  ChaDcotlursTille,^ 
where  ha  inflicted  on  Hooker  b  i«tal  dSfeat  ;  then,^ 
facing  tapidlj^  to  the  East,  the  Confederate  Conv"'] 
mander-in  Cliief  feU  on  the  isolated  divisioD  oP^ 
(lenaml  Sbbqwick,  who  had  tiken  Frederic kabiirjl 
witliout  roiistimce.  The  Confederates,  as  UGUB^,fl 
e  unable  to  follow  up  tho   victory,  which  coubb-  T 


lently  proved  olmost  barroii,e 


Bptthat  it 


Bichmond  from  attauk.  General  Sgdgwics  eflectod  I 
his  retreat,after  heavy  loss,  and  the  whole  HorCherU  I 
army  un  the  following  day  returned  to  the  noitii  o(  ] 
the  Bappabannock.  About  the  same  time  General  1 
GRiST,  who  alono  among  the  Fei^ral  commanderi'  1 
has  displayed  great  miliary  capaci^,  commenced  a*  I 
series  of  operations  which  terminated  in  themoafl 
important  success  of  the  year.  The  Confederates,  f 
haying  fortified  Victaburg  and  Port  Hudson,  had  I 
for  a,  time  retained  exclusive  possession  of  the  in*'  I 
tprmediateportionof  the  river  Mississippi.  Early  in  I 
the  year  an  attem^it  to  take  Vicksburg  frem  th^  I 
land  side  was  dcteatad  with  heavy  losa,  and  it  wu  I 
only  when  Admiral  Farragut  had  succeeded  ill  I 
taking  his  flotilla  past  the  batteries  of  Port  Hudson  I 
that  the  renewal  of  tho  siege  became  feasible,  I 
General  Giunt  unexpectedly  landed  his  army  on  1 
the  left  bank  of  the  nver,  a  cQWfi.4Mio\e  Sa^-ro*  I 
below  V/cfcHbiire,  and  bo  aAva-acai  to.'^iSi-^  »w!Mbjft. 
"■•  /ortreai.  defwtini  two  r-  '^--  t^.™^'*™^' 
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divliieni  on  the  way,  uid  ultlmaUIj  forelof 
Genaral  Pausntroir,  irlto  commanded  in  ohitf, 
to  take  refuge  vithin  hii  defenaea.  Tha  irorkB  wera 
found  impregnabia  to  assault,  but  from  the  time 
at  which  the  investment  aommenced  the  ultimata 
■urrflnder  o£  the  fort  became  inevitable.  The  State 
of  MiHsissippi  had  been  dmiaed  of  Confederate 
troops,  and  General  JoBN'stOKE,  who  commanded 
the  outside  force,  was  unable  to  inflict  on  Ouant 
an;  serious  molestntion.  After  many  weeks  of  in- 
creasing suffeTing,  the  garrison  wm  reduced  by 
fnmine,  and  Qblmt  wia  enabled  to  announce  their 
capitulation  on  the  national  annivaraary,  the 
Fourth  of  July.  Soon  •fterwardi  Port  Hudson 
surrendered  to  Oeneral  Banes,  and  the  whole 
Gouree  of  the  river  is  now  cleared  of  Confederate 
•trongholds,  although  as  long  as  the  war  oontinuea 
the  attacks  ef  irr^ular  troops  will  prevent  the 
passage  of  trading  TesaeU  except  under  sufficient 
escort.  The  eyent  showB  that  Mr,  Jstfrrbos 
XJATJS  was  in  error  when  he  shut  up  a  considerable 
part  of  his  army  in  the  river  forts  ;  for  the  saoriflca 
of  men  end  of  material  of  war  at  Vioksburg  and 
Port  Hudson  has  proved  to  be  a  heavier  loss  than 
the  enemy's  cocqnast  of  the  Miseiseippi.  If  the 
garrison  of  Vicksbiirg  had  been  disposable  in  th  e 
Held,  it  is  d»ubt£ul  whether  Ghast  or  his  army 
cotitil  have  been  afterwards  spared  for  the  opera- 
tions round  Chattanooga. 

The  satisfaction  of  the  North  on  the  capture  of 
Vioksburg  swelled  into  boundless  exultation  when 
the  Army  of  the  Potomao  at  last  obtained  an 
adrnntage  in  the  field.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
Hummer  General  Leb,  passing  unnoticed  round  tho 
right  flank  of  Hookku's  amiy, inflicted  a  disgraceful 
defeat  on  General  Mu.boy  in  the  ShenwcvAws.^ 
VaJleji  and  then  crossed  the  PotoTH&C  ijVihv  Vi» 
wAo/o  faroe  into  Marylexid  and  Peima-3\'<wi*.  1 
.Ju3tiy  alarmed,    thv  Government  oE  ■*NB.atn.»?N" 
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■ubstltuting  Oenorai  Mkxde  for  Gbnarkl  HoOKEK  H 
the  head  of  the  anuy,  letalled  &U  the  troops  to  tl 
north  of  the  river,  utd  ut^eiitly  demanded  ua 
auce  from  theStal«iof  New  York  andPennaylvt 
At  Gettyaburg  General  MkADB  receivad  the  attadi 
of  the  eneiny  in  a  strong  po^itioii,  whiuh  he  iiltl< 
mately  luccueded  Id  huldia^j.  In  the  following  dayal 
General  Lse,  acknowlwlging  that  Ilia  unterpriae  h^ 
failed,  retir^  unmolested  to  hia  old  quarters  oi 
Virginia  soil.  During  the  aubaequent  aii  mnnth 
the  hostile  armiua   hava   alternately  odvanued   andfl 


federates. 

Qenerol  Msadb  had  an  excuse  for  t«mporar7  ii 
Kction  iu  the  necessity  of  detailing  a  considerabla 
force  to  protect  the  Federal  authorities,  who  were 
effecting  the  draught  in  New  Yoik.  The  first  at- 
tempt at  fordbis  enlistment  in  the  city  was  baffled 
in  the  month  of  June  by  a  riot,  In  which  a  consider- 
able amount  of  property  was  destroyed,  and  in 
which  some  of  the  coloured  poptilatiDn  were 
murdered,  and  the  remainder  threatened  and  out- 
raged. The  riot  was  attributed  by  the  native 
Americans  to  the  Irish  rabble,  and  the  mild  re- 
nt onstrancea  of  Areli bishop  Euoues  with  the 
criminals  tend  to  aonfinn  tlieir  statement.  The 
President,  with  laudable  energy,  determined  to 
enforce  the  law  oven  at  the  risk  of  crippling  onera- 
tiona  in  the  field.  Under  the  pvessiue  of  a  large 
militaiy  and  naval  force  the  draught  was  ultimately 
completed  ;  but  the  Corporation  of  New  York 
deviMd  an  ingenious  method  of  reconciling  t!ia 
letter  of  the  Contiaription  Act  with  tlie  pMctioal 
nullification  of  itn  provisions.  It  had  been  enacted 
that  personal  service  might  be  commuted  for  a  pay- 
ment of  300  dollaia,  anil  ail  persons  in  easy  circnot*  j 
stuuuga  naturally  availed  themxelves  of  the  altei-n»ij 
tiy.     The  Coiporatiomotai  'A.yQtl,W»  ik.llai»til 
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bMj  6frthe  poorer  conscripts,  unO  the  oihSr  munici- 
palitieB  of  the  SUto  geaerftlJy  fDllowad  the  oiample. 
The  compulsory  draught  accordingly  prot^,  on  the 
whole,  a  failure.  Two  moaths  ago  the  great  State 
of  Sew  York,  uuntaiuiiig  a,  dfch  part  of  tho  Federal 
populatioa,  had  fallen  sbcirt  of  tiie  dae  jirupoi'tion 
of  recruiU  by  10)j,iXK)  meu.  In  the  eiiauiiig  six 
months  300,000  men  will  be  entitled  to  their  dis- 
Dharg«  from  the  army,  and  the  posBibility  of  con- 
queriag  the  South  depends  almost  wliolly  on  the 
qucslion  whither  volunl«arR  or  conacripta  can  be 
lieuceforth  procured  in  Hulilcient  nuuibei'S.  Tlio 
Irish  are  now  opposed  to  the  war,  the  Germans  are 
hesitating,  and  the  available  part  of  the  genuins 
American  p^uktion  must  be  nearly  exIuLusted. 

The  aecond  si^e  of  Cbarleatun  has  continued  for 
four  or  live  months,  with  reckless  expenditure,  and 
thus  far  with  little  buccbsb.  General  Gelmorb  long 
since  announced  the  destruction  of  Fort  Sumter, 
which  nBverthelesB  atill  remains  in  the  poiaesaion  of 
the  Confederates.  The  repeated  attempts  to  burn  the 
city  by  a  contrirnnce  oallBd  Greek  fire  have  failed 
to  subdue  the  Epirit  of  the  inhabitants,  and  General 
BEAumtOABD  conducts  the  defence  with  skilful  and 
obstinate  energy-  The  confidence,  hswever,  which 
had  been  ioapired  by  the  suaceBsoa  at  Gettysburg 
•nd  Yicksburg  has  been  confirmed  by  the  general 
result  of  the  cauipaigii  in  Tennessee,  General 
HoaraiiANs,  after  holding  tor  many  months  liia 
position  at  Murfi-cesborough,  at  last  advanced  un- 
reaisted  for  150  miles  to  the  south-oast,  and  it  u  aa 
supposed  when  General  BtuoQ  svacualed  Chat- 
tauooaa  that  the  Confederate  army  was  incapable 
of  a  further  struggle.  At  the  end  of  September 
KUBEOKANs  was  undfOitired  bv  receiving  a  heaw 
liluw  at  the  creek  of  Cbit^amauga  from  General 
LsN'o STREET,  who  had  arrived  from  VicgLnis.  tu 
ciimmand  u  division  of  Braoo'h  army,  T\a  Seievi 
trtojjw  were   djagracefuily  touted,  viii^   ■    '  — '' 
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26,000'Smen,    and   if   thev   had   baen  i-Igoroualy 
punued  it  Beema    probkble  that  their   oompaign 
might  hftve  ended  in  tiopeleH  disaster.    Tlio  stalH 
bom  raBistanca  of  General  Thomas  with  the  U"' 
wing  and  the  slackneu  of   the  Coniederate  Geuer  . 
in-Chief  enabled   Bokecbak^   to   rally  liia  beut^L 
lamy  on  the  heights  of  Chattanooga.     The  unluanj 
Federal  oommanciar  was  immediately  auperseded  ^ 
TflOMAa,  who  waa  put   under  the  orders  of  ""   ~*' 
end  for  a  time  the  army  wax  expitaed  to  ii 
danger  through   the   difficulty  ot  obtiuning  provl 
Bions.    A  BucoeBsful  moyement  by  Hookbb  ^mhuj 
*  cooaidenible  part  of  the  river  Tennessee,  anl^, 
the  Bbsenoe  of  Lonoetreet,  who  had  been  detacha^ 
against  Bckhsidb  at  Knozville,  Goneral  Bragq  vwj^ 
compelled  to  retire  towards  the  frontier  of  GeorgisS 
General  Grant,  having  discovered   the  moremen^V 
attached   him   in  his  retreat,  and   inllicted    heafy'l 
loss  on  till)  Confederates,     It   ncams   probable   thirt  J 
the  Northern   nrmies  will  retain  during  the  rest  qCJ 
the  season  undisputed  possosaion  of  Tennessee,  ai' 
the   advantages   which   have   been  obtained  to  tl 
vest  of  the  monntains   are  regarded  at  Wasbingti 
as  a  sufficient   compenaation    for   the    iiteilectii 
campaign  in  Virginia.     The   aperatlons  in  distal 
parts  of  the  continent  con  scarcely  affect  the  general  1 
result  of  the   war.     The  capital  of  Arkansas,  haying'  i 
been  taken  aiud  retaken,  is  oneo  more  threatened  by  j 
the  Confederates,  and  a  kind  of  inde^ndent  civu  1 
war  haa   broken   out   where  Missouri   borders   on  1 
Kinsaa.  In  Texas  the  Confedsratea  at  the  beginning  I 
of  the  year   retook   Oalveatoii,  and   General  BjLNKS   f 
has  lately  occupied  Erownaville,  which  lies  opposite  I 
Mataraoras,  on  the  Kio  Grande.     The  civil  transao-   I 
tions  of  the   Federal   Government   have  been  com-' j 
pafatively  unimportant,  for  the  rapid  occumulatioii  J 
of  debt   and   the   unlimited  issue  of  paper   money 
have    not    yet    prodnoed    their    inevitable    conee- 
quenoea.     The  ilabewi  Cotdus  has  been  susnended 


througliout  the  States  without  resistance  or  re 
monstrance,  and  the  Republican  party,  doit  almost 
amalgamated  'witk  tha  Abolitionists,  has  obtained  a 
decisive  mperioiity  over  the  Democrats.  The  re- 
■ources  of  the  English  language  h«ye  been  exhausted 
in  foolish  litu Deration  of  England,  and  Mr. 
Sdmsbb  and  Mr.  CniaE  have  obtained  a  bad 
cmineuco  among  man;  competitors  by  their  ei- 
trav^ant  expression  of  real  or  affected  malignity. 
The  entire  absence  of  retaliation  on  tha  English 
aide  can,  perhaps,  sciU'cely  be  claimed  as  a  merit. 
The  spectator  is  naturally  caimet  than  the  com- 
batant, nor  is  he  tempted  to  echo  his  incoherent 
cries.  Lord  Riis.siii.L,  in  his  speech  at  Blairgowrie, 
expressed  the  fjenoral  feeling  when  he  adminiatered 
B  temperate  rebuka  to  Mr.  SuurntR  tor  his  dis- 
creditable tirade.  The  absurd  attempt  to  cnusa 
annoyance  in  England  by  exa[;geraited  attentions  to 
the  Euasian  officara  at  Now  York  briroly  provoked 
an  occasional  smile,  rather  of  amusement  than  con- 
tempt. It  is  easy  to  assemble  meetings  of  professed 
Federal  partisans  in  any  large  English  town.  The 
uumerons  intellects  winch  find  complicated  pro- 
blems fatignint:  save  the  trouble  of  thinking  by 
fastening  on  the  simple  issue  of  nagro  emancipation. 
More  thoughtful  minds  deliberately  adopt  tha 
nentrality,  wliich  hod  already  become  a  rule  of  poli-| 
tical  conauet.  The  war  involves  one  of  those  un- 
fortunate quarrels  which,  perhaps,  can  only  b» 
settled  by  force.  The  South  was  originally  in  tha 
wmng  ;  but  it  by  no  means  fiillowa  either  tliat  tha 
Korth  remains  *pBrp8tU!i!ly  in  the  right,  or  that  its 
enterprise  will  ultimately  be  HUccessful.  Foreign 
countries  have  but  to  await  t!ie  resnlt  and  to 
abstain  From  assisting  either  party.  The  only 
plausible  chai'ge  of  a  violation  of  neutrality  on  tha 
part  of  England   has   been   founded  on  the  rava^s 
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the  Mersey  in  ftatioipation  of  interference  by  tho 
Government  ;  the  Alesaudra  was   eehetl  before  her 
tittingB   were   completed  ;  and   two  stenni-rams  ^^*^ 
now  in  the  custody  of  Ciutom-houae  officers,  Whc^ 
the  case  of  the  Alextindra  cnme   on  for  trial  it  wm 
found  thait  the  Forei^  I^olistinent  Act  was  open  ti, 
imiiimera>>le  doubts,  and   tlia   ruling  of  the  Loald 
Chiep  Baros  was  directly  adverw   to   tlie  CkowitJ 
The  case  has  since   besD  reheiird  at  ftiller  ieisuniJI 
and  the  law  will  henceforth  be  iiscertained,  and,  iU 
neoefisory,  it  may  be  altered  by  Parliament,     7" 
is  a  general  agreement  of  opinion  that  the  iss 
armed  cruisers  from    neutral    ports   ought   t 
peremjitorily  prevented. 

The  civil  and  criminal  courts  have,  in  the  absenaq| 
of  political  excitement,  aupplied  Beveral  subjecta  a 
interest  besides  tlia  case  of  the  Alexandra,  li 
trial  at  ChelmxEord  the  notorious  convictl  Roups 
was   called  to   prove   that   he   had   dcfrandod  out 

E arty,  and  the  jnrywere  unable  to  agree  whethM 
e  was  not  coramittin!;  perjury  for  the  purpose  or 
defrauding  another.  The  unparalleled  proliiity  -^ 
the  court-martial  on  Oolonel  Ciiawlet  fiuled  to  ti 
out  public  curiosity,  and  the  acquittal,  which  oo_ 
firms  the  anticipations  of  soldiers  and  lawyers,  ^ 
still  diuussed  with  much  difference  of  opinion  bq 
civilians  and  lB}rmea.  Crimea  of  the  worst  daa 
have  unfortunately  not  diminished  either  in  numbc 
or  atrocity.  The  murder  of  a  wife  and  two  childre 
in  a  street  cab  by  a  criminal,  who  afterwards  escaped 
punishment  by  suicide,  transocads  the  ordinart 
standard  of  guilt  and  ot  melodramatic  horror.  ThJ 
leisure  which  has  allowed  attention  to  be  directeQ 
to  forensic  struggles  has  also  left  room  for 
BDctle  sgltation'of  eoionce  and  literature, 
lor  the  angrier  difTerencas  of  theologians. 
KnfrrLAEX's  history  gave  rise  to  a  oontroveraynl 
which  has  not  vet  subsided.  Bishop  Colbnso 
frightened  the  EDiscopal  Bench  and  the  Cdrtdoa- 
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tion  'iiito  utterances  which  tha  grftVMt  anfl  most 
learned  member  of  both  bodies  has  eiace  iliaap' 
proved  aa  haaly  and  inexpedient.  Geography,  which 
on  the  eve  of  accompliahnig  its  task  Beema  to  hnva 
become  the  most  popular  of  studies,  has  perhaps  in 
the  present  year  revealed  its  eoriieat  and  almost  its 
latest  secret.  Captain  fePKKll  and  Captain  GRiNi 
liave  seen  a  river,  which  is  thought  to  be  the  Nilp, 
issuing  from  u  lake  wliich  probably  contains  its 
Bource,  The  verification  of  their  discovery  will 
entitle  them  to  the  credit  of  having  aolveil  one  oi 
the  most  uncicnt  puzzles. 

To  tlie  ma^s  of  the  population  n^itlu-r  there- 
■onrolies  of  tmvellei's  uor  the  inveati^^atious  of  the 
Ooitrta,  purhaiis  not  even  the  Polish  iosiirreotion  or 
the  American  War,  will  have  furnished  an  event  so 
memomblB  as  tlio  iiatiduai  liolyday  which  celebrated 
the  marringo  of  tho  Prince  of  AValbs,  Tho  attach- 
mont  of  the  English  to  the  puouliur  type  of  Eojalty 
vtliich  thej  cherish  mifiht  almost  redeem  them  from 
the  imputatian  of  belonging  to  a  prosaic  and  un- 
imaginative race.  Tbere  is  leRGon  to  hopo  that 
the  sanguine  anticipations  of  the  applauding 
multitude  will  be  justified  by  the  results  of  the 
marriage.  The  coldest  and  driest  of  political 
theorists  appreciates  the  vnlue  of  the  enthusiasm 
which  has,  since  the  commancenienb  of  the  present 
reign,  dasetvedly  attended  the  CKowrj,  There  is, 
WB  fear,  reosun  to  believe  that  the  state  of  the 
Qcien's  health  will  net  yet  permit  her  to  rosume 
the  ostensible  and  prominent  functions  which, 
thoudh  by  no  means  tha  highest,  are  popularly  con- 
■Iderad  among  the  most  indispensable  of  her  public 

eHer  reappeai-ance,  whenever  she  is  capable  ^M 
effort,  will  be  welcomed  with  universal  ^M 
iliy  and  respect.  ^U 
: J 
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Ahother   year  at   tranquil   proipentj  liiu  t 

I   added   v>   the   moHt  undisturbed  peiiud  of  Enjjtish 

history.  Steady  material  progieaa  is  iirututbly 
I  ftixumpttnied  by  moral  mid  socuil  improremeat,  iuid 
[  the  iiiufurmity  of  political  afioiis  is  ruudered  mure 
r  couspiouous  by  tho  abseiico  of  peraouul  changes. 
I  Lord  Palmkbsiok,  tkfter  Sfty-Iive  years  from  his 
I  firat  entrance  into  c>fHce,iti  stirrounded  bycollsagUds 
I  whoso  public  eminenco  has  lasted,  for  thu'tyor  forty 
I  years,  and  of  hfs  tiro  priuoipoJ  opponents,  odb  was 
l.tlio  antagouist  of  Ci'Ooxsbll  and  tho  other  the  chief 
t  asBoiUiit  of  Pkkl.  Two  members,  however,  of  tho 
\  Oovenimoutjliiive  died  withia  the  yeur.  The  Buka 
L  pi  Newcastle,  though  he  never  attained  tiia 
Lhlghest  rank  as  a  Btateaman,  poBsoiaed  a,  sound 
r  understanding  and  u  romiirkably  vigorous  ctiariicter. 
I  To  perfuct  lionesty  and  unusual  industry  he  added 
Ctliu  r»rei'  quality  of  political  counwe.  None  of  liis 
Itauuals  more  thorcuglily  recognized  the  obligations 
;  of  a  groat  social  paaltion,or  more  carefully  abstiuned 
>m  converting  its  advantages  into  an  invidious 
Kainecure.  Trained  to  ofUcc  under  bir  Robeilt  Pe]u,, 
[he  niadily  iidupted  the  enlightened  doctrines  of  his 
E  master's  lute  career,  aiid  when  he  afterwards  joined 
Jr.tho  Whig  party  lus  principles  vein,  at  least,  oa 
KTiboml  Hs  those  of  Iiis  new  aUies.  Temporarily  dlS' 
E  oroditad  by  the  failuio  of  the  War  Department   in 

"■'   I   oarly  poit   of   the  Oriiiioan  campaign,  he  lived 

see   jiistieu  rendered  to  his  strenuous  exertions, 

1^  and  at  tlio  time  of  his  death  feir  politicians  were 

e  gonuiully  I'espeQted.     The  £arl   of  Cablislb, 

■  wHu,    wcs   s,  worthy  representative   of  the   higher 

■  English  aristocracy.  Having  the  fortune  to  be  bora 
"uiilhred  a  Wliigwhen  the  patty  was  about  to  attuip 

L  pcrmatient  ascendancy  in  the  State,  he  had  no 
J  temptation  to  waver  in  opinions  which  were  well 
fjiuited   to  hia   character   and  disposition.     Durina 


—ISM.  227 

tho  earlier  portioa  of  his  political  life  11  BeemBcl  that 
ba  might  fairlj  hope  ti  attain  the  highont  dignities. 
Ue  held  a  croditahle  place  in  tho  House  oE 
Commons,  he  was  one  of  the  most  sucoessful  of 
Irish  Socrotarios,  and  ho  was  tiia  most  popular 
member  for  the  largest  county  in  England.  His 
charncter,  ho  never,  and  perhaps  his  intellect, 
though  cracefvd  anri  cultivated,  wave  deficient  in 
lorco.  It  had  been  formerly  ascertained  that  his 
genial  and  overflowing  oourtesr  was  OHpeclallj 
adapted  to  the  temperament  of  Irishmen,  and  later 
eiperienee  proved  that  lio  was  bom  to  bo  a  Lord- 
Lieutenant.  A  dipiifiod  ofliee,  without  any  definite 
fnnctiona,  conW  not  have  been  more  appropriately 
filled.  When  the  Viceroyalty  has  become  a  mere 
tradition,  it  will  probably  ba  long  associated  in  Ire- 
land with  the  memory  of  Lord  Cabuslb. 

His  younger  and  more  active  sncoesBor,  Lord 
■WoDBHOusE,  appears  likely  to  secure  the  popuJarifcy 
which  seems  to  be  tho  only  attninable  object  of 
a  Lord-Lieutenant'a  ambition.  He  has  the  good 
fortune  to  find  the  country  alowly  recovering  from 
aavere  and  long-continued  distress.  Time  and 
prosperity  may,  perhaps,  gradually  abate  the  dia. 
content  and  the  propEinsitj'  to  internal  discord 
which  still  interrupt  the  eboia!  regeneration  of  Ire- 
]and.  Emigration  has  been  lalJ>ly  stimulated  by 
the  great  demand  for  labour  in  America,  and  in 
some  degiee  by  the  lawless  nianwuvros  ot  Pedaral 
ftgentR  or  speonlatDrs.  Tho  priests,  however,  ara 
naturally  ularmed  at  the  decline  of  the  population, 
find  they  have  also  a.sCQriaincd  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  clorgy  i"  tho  United  Stot«s  for  the  most 
part  favour  the  Southern  cause.  The  democratic 
agitators  of  Dublin  re°eiit  the  backwardness  of  the 
priests  ;  but  their  (iilicronces  were  temporarily  Jwd 
aside  on  tbe  occasion  of  opening  a  monument, 
«hicli  hu  at  last  been  erected,  in  honow:  o'l 
OfiaaroLEu     It  was,  periiapa,  natural    '^i.\.    ^^ 
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tAtdj  lionoora  which  were  paid  to  tue  greai 
demagogue  ahatild  he  combinod  with  a  factioua 
iuid  illegal  tlomonati'atioii.  The  streets  of  I>uhlin 
■vera  obEtniotod  hy  tlie  embl&niB  and  proDesaiona 
Vliich  are  dsar  to  certain  alasscs  of  IriahmeD, 
principaUy  because  they  aio  offensive  to  Prates- 
tsnts  or  to  Bnglishmen.  The  local  Government 
thought  it  prudent  to  connire  at  the  irreKularity, 
wid  the  whole  aflair  would  have  been  speedily  for- 
gotten if  it  hod  not  provolied  an  untoward  reactiun 
at  Belfast.  A  mook  funeral  procession  conToyed  au 
sliigy  of  O'OoKNKti,  through  the  Itoraan  Catholifi 
part  of  the  toHH,  for  the  expresB  purpose  of  pro- 
rToking  au  outbreak.  The  labourers  in  the  docks 
I  immedLately  accepted   tbn   challonEe,    and  vented 

■  ^eir  anger  on  their  I^testant  neighbours,  and  tha 

■  ship  carpenters  in  turn  attaclied  the  Roman  Gatholio 
\  doters  in  Buperlor  force.     Tlie   magistrates  and  tha 

"'  !B  were  mefiicient  and  powerlessj  and  for  more 
.1  ton  days  the  most  prosperous  city  in  Irdand 
r*a«  engaged  m  a  ^juarrol  which  might  have  almost 
Ifittainod  the  dimensions  of  ■  civil  wai',  IE  it  had  not, 
K^utppily,  been  comparatively  bloodless.    The  repeti. 

■  tioii  of  tlio  scandal  will  probably  be  preri^nted  by  a 
^lletter  organvaition  of  the  pelioe,  hut  the  occurronca 
■forcibly  fllustrataa  the  inherent  diftioulty  of  govern- 
King  IrelBiid.  The  de:tth  about  the  same  time  ut 
K?Ur.  SuiTH  0'Bbu:n  suggested  to  sau^ine  minds  a 
^tiope  that  some  improvement  had  been  attained 
B.Bnce  the  era  of  iiis  abortive  insurrection.  No 
B^HgitatoT  or  revolutionnry  leader  could  possess  fewer 
I  qualifications  for  a  career  of  active  mischief.     Hia 

■  only  aptitude  for  rebellion  consisted  in  a  dull  unci 
r  impertarbable  self-conceit.  To  the  laat  he  never 
I  understood  the  culpability  or  folly  of  his  enterprise, 
1  and  he  was  incapable  of  forgiving  tha  CJovemment 

and  nation  which  had  remitted  with  contemptuous 
indulgence  his  well-earned  punishment.  It  shouldj 
Mowerer,  be  recorded  to  bis  ci;Q<liti  th&t  alooa'JunoEijig 
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hia  accomplices  ha  rateinoil  tlie  perBoiisl  fi^olmgs  oi 
Itonuur  whioli  befitted  liis  bii'th  und  Ddiicatiuii. 
When  the  Mitphu.i.k  and  I^li:A(iui!Ba,  nho  unw 
roBpecUveij  adorn  tha  Nuithern  Bad  Siiutlievii 
Feaeiations,  basely  violated  their  iwnlc,  Mr.  SiiiTU 
O'Bkien  preferred  perpetmil  cxilu  to  tlii:  bicuch  of 
IL  Eacred  engagemBiit,  Jt  h  but  fiur  to  admit  that 
hia  miBCortceptJon  of  patciotio  dnty  resiilt^id  nitJiui 
from,  vanity  aud  stupidity  timn  Froui  more  poBitivelj 
discreditable  motives. 

The  doroBstio  annals  of  Great  Britiiin  have  beeu, 
happily,  monotonous.  Tho  einglu  ParliivuiQtitary 
confUat  of  the  Siissiciii  hsa  been  followed  during  the 
Recess  bj  a  tacit  political  artjiiattco,  and  Mr. 
DiESAEU  hiniBelf  haJt  uid;  nppeai'ed  in  puldic  to 
reconuneiid  a  particular  utosr  in  nlieop-breedini;, 
uid  to  advocate,  perhaps  with  a  viow  tn  cliiHcal 
votes  at  the  appmaohinn;  ujection,  an  undeliiied 
Bobeme  of  an  ecclesiastical  tribuuul  ffliicli  is  hi  ba 
relieved  frem  intjouvenieut  roatraiiite  iif  poaitiva 
law  And  judicial  interpretation.  Tha  imponding 
dissolution  equally  Gsplaina  the  recent  revival  of 
the  agitation  for  Parliamoiitaiy  Rafomi.  Some  of 
the  sapportera  of  the  movement  urfjo  tho  largo 
Gonstituencies  once  mora  to  exact  on  the  liust- 
in»3  tha  pledges  whidi  were  too  roadily  given  in 
]8&0,  to  be  violated  or  evtided  when,  in  the  faUow- 
ing  years,  they  were  found  incompatible  with  tlie 
oonscientiDUB  convictions  of  tho  House  of  Commons. 
Other  active  Reformers  astutely  propose  to  apply 
the  question  tn  the  Liberal  party  ivliile  the  drcinled 
^^onies  of  a  cnnvass  or  a  aontoEt  fiiiTiitih  instru- 
monta  of  coercion.  It  is  not  improbable  Uiat  in  tlie 
next  Sassion  Mi'.  Baijtes  and  Mr.  Lolke  K:k«  mtiy 
largely  add  to  the  number  of  their  professed  nrl- 
lierenta  ;  but  in  the  course  of  livo  or  six  yeiun  vulloa 
tion  and  observation  have  giieatly  modified  t'lu 
iudolent  auquiescoiice  of  puIiticianE  in  proposals  for 
virtuaUy    diHfi'B"ihining    the   uppQc    aaA  iv'^'''"^—-  i 
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clasEBt  of  ths  conununity.  Any  Reformer  who  c 
devise  a  pUn  fnr  admittmg  euporbr  mechwiic*  ft! 
opera tivea    without    awampiiig    the    present    i 


of  the  refonnitig  p»rty,  the  present  renewal  of  t 
controversy  is  merely  occaaonal  and  foctitioal 
Pablic  attention  hubeen  mors  strongly  attracted  l^ 
the  progress  and  by  tha  occasioiisJ  vicissitudes  a 
commercial  prosperity.  The  exports  and  imports  i) 
the  year  have  been  unequaUed  in  pecuniary  valui 
and  after  a  due  correction  of  the  returns,  to  alloi 
for  the  deamess  nf  cotton  in  a  rair  or  manufacture 
state,  the  quantities  are  satisfactorily  large.  Tb, 
revenue  still  answers  nith  univearied  elasticity  t( 
each  successive  removal  of  Hscal  pressure.  Tbi 
mills  of  Lancashire  are  once  more  at  work,  a!thou)B| 
tha  dirtress  in  the  district  hna  not  been  whol^ 
removed.    Farmers  have  profiled  byanother  harvov 


the  consequence  of  an  uniuual  drought,  will,  tOH 
certain  extent,  find  compensation  in  the  huii  prioo^ 
which,  unfortunately,  urerail.  Considerftble  uneiu  ^ 
ness  prevailed  during  the  autnmn  in  oouaeqnence 
(if  numerous  commercial  failures,  but  the  alarm, 
which  had  never  degenerated  int^i  a  panic,  appeals 
already  to  have  subsided.  A  rate  of  interest  exceed- 
ing seven  per  cent,  was  maintaiued  for  four  months 
by  the  wiRe  cantton  of  the  Bank  of  England  and  of 
other  great  moneyed  establishments.  The  sound- 
ness of  the  modern  system  or  practice  of  the  Money- 
market  was  coticluaivoly  proved,  and  English  tradera^ 
are  now  only  amused  or  astonished  when  toreiga 
theorists  propound  the  obsolete  heresies  of  artificiu 
capital  and  unlimited  credit. 

As  usual,  the  disturbed  condition  of  foieigi. 
•ifairs  has  contrasted  with  tie  uneventful  trani) 
«uiUitv  of  SaalAod.    Soma  obM-vnra  believa  1' 
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the  most  important  Iransactlon  which'  haA  occutteS 
OD  the  Continent  ia  likely  tn  its  indirect  con- 
sequeneeB  to  produce  a  permanent  modification  of 
English  policy.  The  conquest  by  the  great  German 
Powers  of  two  provinces  which  had  long  formed  a 
part  of  the  Danish  Monarchy  has  been  generally 
disapproved,  while  it  has  not  provoked  active  resist- 
ance. The  precedent  of  abstaining  from  an  ex- 
travagantly imprudent  war  may  not  improbably  be 
followed  hereafter,  as  it  was  anticipated  in  the 
Polish  controversy  of  18C3  ;  jet  within  ten  years 
of  the  KuBsian  War  it  is  premature  to  assume  that 
England  will  never  again  engage  in  war  for  an  idea 
embodied  in  an  invaded  territory.  A  great  Judge 
ia  said  sometimes  to  inquire  whether  cnaes  whiuli 
are  cited  on  the  interpretation  of  ambiguous  wills 
turn  on  the  particular  document  or  on  tlio  words 
of  the  same  testator.  In  the  «unie  sense  it  may  be 
admitted  that  when  the  circumstances  of  the 
Schleawig-Ho] stein  quarrel  are  exactly  reproduced, 
the  English  Government,  absiaining  from  useless 
negotiations,  will  at  ouce  determine  on  absolute 
neutrality.  Lord  RusseI:!.  has  been  exposed  to 
some  reasonable  criticism  and  tomnch  exaggerated 
and  iitnorant  abase  Ho  had  not  foreseen  that  he  ^^H 
would  be  abandoned  by  his  sllies  and  perhaps  over-  ^^^| 
ruled  by  his  colleagues.  He  was  not  su&cientJjr  ^^H 
Ut^nt  in  his  remoiiatrauces  to  the  Danes,  and  he  ^^H 
was,  perhaps,  unduly  acrimonious  in  his  languaBe  ^^" 
to  those  whom  he  regarded  as  the  oppressors  of  the 
weak.  On  the  other  hand,  he  understood  tlie 
original  merits  of  the  dispute  better  than  the 
majority  of  professional  state8men,Hnd  his  (iovern- 
meut  alone  among  the  Cabinets  of  Europe  laboured 
etirnegtly,  without  aeltish  interest,  and  in  disre- 
gard of  many  causes  of  irritation,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  poaea  and  the  impartial  application  of 
I  justice.     Vicarious  penitents,  who   are   haWcosStj  ^ 

I  eager  to  confess  tJie  sins  of  hostile  ov  ujr^ovu^  M 
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rAaMsmen,  forget  how  deeply  tlieir  profUBS  oi 
jncy  inJTU'e  nr  compromiiie  their  country. 

At  the   beginnii^;  of  the  yew  Germany  w.._ 
ftt  peacQ  with  Denmark.     On  the  last  day  of   ] 
the  Prince  of  Atir.iisTEjJHURo  was  teceiTed   nt  1 
bythe  OommissionerBwhotidiitiuiBteredthe  Teitx 
locution   in   Holatoin.     The   IMnoa   hod,  by  lj 
ndviue  of  the  Engligh  Government,  withdrawn  fnt 
a  prtivinco  which  tliey  had  neither  a  Ifiaei  ri^fat  \ 
defend  agninst  the  representatives  of  the  Diet  S 
thu  physical  power  to  hold.     If  their  rslativs  w«^ 
nees  had  been  bettor  understood,  they  would  i 
bean  advised,  sIihi,  to  ovouiiatt)  S^^hlrBw!;,  and  tj., 
wimid  linve  aeaiptorl  the  (jompHiiitively  modonl, 
tearcaa  whicti  vtiiro  stilt  olfbred  by  the  greitt  Friwol 
Dtiriiig  the  ttiTly  i<[vrt  nf    Jwinnry  Austria  e* 
J'i-\t«iii  wm'o  dpiwnneof]  by  the    liberal    pa. 
throiitjlimit   Gcntumy  nn   cuenn'os   of  thu   natitrf, 
OHtiaO.     At  that  limn  both  thit  ^^itt   Powers'  reM 
taxaA  the  righU  of  OamsTitN  iX.  to  the  tw  ' 
^nleli  Monarchy  under  the  Ti'Mty  ot  1852. 
demanded  frnrn  Uenmark  the  immedinte  repeilfl 
tlie  cnmmon  OonEritiuion  of  the  Kingdom  and-V 
tjchloswig,  nud  they  prnpnsed  to  the  Dietthal|J 
case  of  refnsul  the  Bnchy  ahonld  be  ocuiipied  ■ 

Sttrantee  ftir  the  required  conceeaiou, 
ites,  under  the  inii'Iaiitie  iif  tlie  Saxon  Mini 
iOanm  BetriiT,  InsiEtod  on  immeiliate  war,  and,  fi 
mm  lirst  time  sit^ce  the  ereatien  of  theOonfederiMJL 
'ihey  outvoted   Aiistriu   and   Pi'ussia   in   the  Din 
There  is  Htllo  donbt  that  at  thia  time  both  M,  » 
'UIs^^A]l(Tt;  and  Count  KKcunitao  were  sincsere  i. 
their  jiuiiifie  profnasiiins.    The  Priiunan  MiniatS 
openly  ridicTikd  the  protonsions  of  the  Prinoae" 
Auoi'htEM'.CRCi,  and  thoT'e  is  reftBom  to  beltavo  ff 
Aastria  trauld  have  welcomed  a  prcmure 
part  (it  foreign  Conrta  Nib^t  «w.m  Vkwi  wgivcrd^i^ 
an  exr.uiie  for  inaction.    Til^ie  vote  cSftatnASjAjst. 
taineil    hnth  tlio  Graat     Pn-wft-ra  ^    «aeA   «(«;!« 


politic*!  Bupramacy  in  Germany,  aa<l  in  toe  "oniBe 
oi  a  fortHifjlit  they  conceutratod  on  tho  ft-outier  ot 
Suhleawig  a  powerful  armj.  which  crossed,  tlio  Eidur 
in  the  last  day  of  January.  After  a  few  elfirmialiea 
the  Danish,  troops  Bvacua.ted  tho  oelebrated  line  of 
bhe  UonneiTGrkc,  falling  Lack  upon,  tho  f oi'tiiiQd  posi- 
tion of  DUppel,  opposite  the  little  island  of  Alson. 
The  Aiistrian  Generals,  wlio  had  taken  the  chief 
part  in  the  opening  comhata  □!  tho  campiiigu,  pi'o- 
cecded  to  ocuupy  U19  northern  portion  of  SSileswig 
and  a  part  of  Jutland,  while  tho  Pmsaians,  aided  by 
BiiAustrian  cuatinaont,  formed  the  sioso  of  Dilppol. . 
It  appeared  tliat  the  Danish  army,  though  it  dis- 
played the  hercditaiy  courago  of  the  nation,  vraa 
inferior  to  the  inTuders  in  munliers,  in  tra.iuin3, 
and  ill  the  clisraoter  of  its  weapons.  Althongli  the 
defence  was  prolonged  from  the  early  iiort  of 
February  to  the  midtlla  of  April,  it  Boon  oecania 
certain  that  the  capliure  of  the  x*'^*^  "'"^  oidy  a 
[[oestion  of  time.  The  Huperiority  ot  tho  Gemian 
wms  produced  extraordinary  eioiteinenti»  Pruaaiii, 
and  the  popular  enthuBiaim  suggeated  to  a  daring 
Minister  tho  opportunity  of  aggrandizing  the  State, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  of  Buppreaaing  domeBtic 
apptwiUon.  The  future  will  dhow  whether  the 
Danish  war  has  really  added  to  the  struugth  of 
Fruaaia.  For  the  pi-caont  it  hoa  undoubtedly 
incroased  Fruasian  inUnonce  in  Germany,  and  coii' 
lolidated  the  authority  of  the  Crown.  Prinoa 
TitEDERicK  Uhakuli,  wlio.  111  the  course  of  tlia 
campaign,  ancoeeded  AlarBlial  WBANCEr.  aa  Com- 
mandBr-in-Chief,  has  rivalled  or  exoolled  in  his 
boastful  proclamations  the  most  bombaatia  Geno- 
wls  of  America  or  of  France  ;  yet  the  appetite  of 
3erimuiy,  and  cnpecially  of  Pruat^ia,  fou  milvtax'j 
jlory  has  beeo  keen  enougli  to  rendet  avax^  wl- 
ag^mtion  generally  palatable.  IVie  C8.^\.Mve  ot 
I>Dpp^,  an  the  18th  of  April,  was  a  cTBiVwCDXa 
^^ott.  bat  It  can  acarcelv  ^6  consiOketsA  o^^-  =" 


I 


unmu,  auuKiAv— 1864. 
I  the   ereftt  victories    of    hlstor;'.     Oa  tbs~~! 
I  March  a  Conferenoe  began  its  sittingB  in  Londa 
T  and   a  auapouBion  of  arms  botwepa  the   belli 
"rents  was  soon  after  arranged. 

The  English  Government  bad  been  ready  to  « 
1  oort  with  Ruasi'w  and  France  direct  resiBtanco  U  "■ 
1  Cennan  invasion  of  Schleswig,  but  at  the  begipii 
?  of  the  year  both  Powers  toiinally  refuted   to  i 
1  dude  an   alliance  which   would   undoubtedly  h 

■  involved  some  I'emarkable  modiBcations  of  politic 

'seling.     Only  a  few  months  before,  England,  a^ 

asgafpng     tu    an   unfriendly   cnrrespondflnoe   ' 

Biiwia,  bad  prudently  refused  to  join  France  i 

folisk   intervention.     The     Emperor   ALEXAln>4f 
WiVing   in  the   meantime    nearly  suppreued 

■  linsurreotion,  was  not  rordially  disposed  to  the 
1  English  Government,  and  the  Enipen>r  Napoleos 
m  TBBented  both  the  linckwardneBS  which  had  been 
I  Kihibited  in  the  Polish  matter  and   the   subsequent 

■  Xefusal  of  England  to  attefd  a  Eurojiaan  Congress. 
f.  As  all  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of  1852  had  incurred 
y  file  same  liabilities,  it  would  have  been  absurd  for 
I  Xngland  to  osaitme  atone  the  championship  of  the 
1  Danish  cause.  It  only  remained  to  appeal  to  the 
I  good  faith  of  Austria  and  Pmisia,  and,  na  the  last 
I  ECEort,  the  bellijtei'ents  were  induced  to  attend  a 
I  Oonference.  Ab  soon  as  the  deliberations  began  it 
I  was  evident  ihat  militaiy  success  liod  produced  its 
I  usual  residt,  by  enlarging  the  demands  of  the 
R  stronger  combatant.  Although  the  Diet  had  never 
I  Iwen  allowed  to  interfere  in  any  question   of  policy 

or  of  war,  its  envoy,  Baron  Beoht,  was  employed 
by  Pmssia  and  Austria  to  repudiate  the  Treaty, 
miieh,  in  fact,  was  binding  only  on  the  Great 
Powers,  and  not  on  the  Confederation,  It  became 
neceasAT^  for  the  mediators  to  pro^ow  &  diiision  of 
iE4e  territory  of  Schleswig,  wn.ioH-wo>JV4  "Wie-^.ta- 
n'ded    Bffeotuai     redress    for  tl^e  aWe^i  wowj,*. 


.Mcepted  in  principle,  but  it  waa  found  impouibla 
to  settle  tlie  line  of  demarcation,  and  tho  uegotia- 
tioQS,  accordingly,  proved  wholly  abortive.  Tho 
Conft:rence  dissolved  itaelf  on  the  25th  of  June,  and 
on  the  tolloiriiig  day  the  Pruasiana  crossed  the 
Straits  of  Alaen,and  occuijied  the  iiland  itaelf  with- 
out aeriaiia  opposition.  From  this  time  the  Danes, 
who  had  huoyetl  themselves  up  with  unfounded, 
hopes  of  foreign  aid,  abandoned  all  active  resist- 
ance. A  foi-tnight  lat«r,  orertureB  were  made  at 
Berlin  and  Vienna,  and  preliminariea  of  peace, 
signed  on  the  let  of  August,  were  afterwards 
Buperoeded  by  a  deGnitive  treaty.  At  the  mercy  of 
the  contjuerrirs,  Denmark  was  forced  to  snrrender 
iSchlesK^,  UoUteiii,  and  Lauenburg,  and  to  pay  a 
portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  destiny  of 
the  ceded  provinces  has  ixit  been  hitherto  an- 
nounced. The  diajHwU  of  the  territory  pi-autically 
rests  with  Pnusia,  for  Austria  seema  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  her  ally,  and  the  Diet  is  no  longer  oon- 
aidered  or  consulted.  Count  Ubuhbero  has  ex- 
piated, by  retirement  from  office,  the  unpopularity 
which  he  had  earned  b^  his  accaptance  of  a  sub- 
ordinate part  in  the  joint  enterprise  of  the  Great 
Powers.  To  England  the  result  of  the  war  haa 
been  mortifying  mthor  than  injurious  ;  and  it  is 
Buppoaed  that,  for  different  reasoas,  France  and 
KuBsia  are  secretly  eiicoiirugiag  tlie  iimbitious 
designs  of  Prussia.  The  historical  importance  of 
the  transaction  consists  chiefly  in  the  appearance  of 
Germany  as  an  aggroHsive  military  Power.  In  con- 
sideration of  this  result  the  Germans  of  the  mleor 
States  are  disposed  to  tolerate  or  to  admire  the 
policy  of  a  Minister  who  despises  their  liberuJ 
theories  and  ridicules  their  national  aspiTa^AOttm. 

While  Prtisain  baa  been  risina  to  aaceniMic^s  iri 

the    Cenaan     Con/ederation,    the     coivftta\Q.-t\oM^ 

£«K»j3ja»Goao/'[ie  Austrian  Empiia    Ktiil.   Tcna^Ms* 

^comp/gte.      Baanvy    refuses    to    e»Av«»%»  ^^ 
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redrtary  fnoicliues  fnr  a  share  in  the  n 
intatjve  system,  and  at  the  recent  meeting  of  t  , 
tnincil  of  the  Empire  man;-  of  tile  Galioifll 
ifputiea  resigned  their  seats  in  consequQQce 
Joguior  efitablishniQDt  of  martial  law  in 
tOMXj.  The  GoTemment  haa,  with  little  si 
ideavDurod  to  provide  ajtainst  domeatie  dangera  H 
mtting  foreign  aid.  The  Sohleswig  entorpriBe  '' 
"  '  )  secure  a  Pmssian  guarantee  for  tlie  i 
I  provinces,  and  the  tard;r  measni 
I  been  adopted  against  the  Polish  ii  ^,  _ 
)  alienated  Galicia  more  cSectually  tlian  tiM 
I  conciliated  1tu.°sia.  The  struRgle  of  PolaB 
I  become  hopeless  when  the  Western  P<iw<H| 
jsod  to  interfare,  and  in  the  course  of  the  w 
Bid  the  spring  tlie  last  attempts  at  resisfouca  v 
Weafed  and  punished  with,  unsparing  ("  " 
jhneral  Mouritieff  liaa  attained  an 
toriety  by  his  oonaistent  efibrts  to  Buprresa  I 
dish  language  and  name  ;  but,  aa  the  Eupehok 
A  approved  all  hia  measures,  the  dclibemte  policy 
If  pcraecntion  must  be  attributed  to  the  Hussian 
orernment,  IncadentaUy,  it  has  been  thought 
^edient  to  biiraH  and  menace  tlie  Rnmiin  CatlimiD 
fergy,  and  the  injunes  inflicted  on  tlio  priests  have 
n  from  the  Poph  a  remonstrance  which  would 
:  have  been  provoited  by  secular  aufieringB. 
fto  Lnperial  Oovemnient  has  replied  by  a  c" 
"  ?  the  BUppreaaion  of  a  large  number  of  n 
rtea,  and  Ueumal  MocnAviErB'  has  offl 
reotadbis  aiihordinates  to  encourage  with  all  thta 
i*er  the  influence  of  the  Orthodox  Ohuroh, 
le  effeotaof  the  Crimean  War  gradually  disam 
»  proaparity  and  mubitiaii  of  Kusaia  are  vu 
virSne.  Tfie  loii'^  wav  of  the  Cauonsua  has  e; 
mth»  forciUe  Hxmtriatioti  oi^c\\OT;tiia  ttf&Ka  i! 
fe  Bams  ye:ii' ^s^ch  i\as  ^tneft^ti  'Op.tVoaeaa.rat 
£fth  coniiiiest  of  Poland.  In  -i^^ft  do«w«6 -m^*^ 
of   CautrnX    Asia    a    l\uaaio.n,  »fl^n.'i\^»a>  *i<»--o«^  *■ 


eonBiaehiSle  victory,  whioh  will  probably  extend 
the  frontiers  of  tha  Empire  in  the  direction  of 
Khokan,  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  unsettled 
condition  of  Bouth-Easteru  Europe  miiy  asain  offer 
facilities  for  Biusian  encroaoliment.  The  adTenCurti' 
who  hug  become  the  accidental  ruler  of  the 
Danubian  Principalitiea  has,  under  Blench  inrtiga- 
tion,  effected  on  absolutiBt  revolution  in  servile  con- 
formity to  his  FariBiiin  model.  The  expulsion  of  an 
AsBembly,  tho  nominal  appeal  to  t)ie  people,  and 
the  organic  abolition  of  freedom  by  the  institution 
of  unireraal  Gufi'rae:e  are  familiar  as  tlie  rec<:^;nized 
machinery  of  modem  despotism.  Wollacliia  and 
Moldavia  are,  perhaps,  BDarcely  qualilied  to 
fmpvedate  b.  Constitutiotial  Govomment ;  but  under 
the  mild  feudal  Bovereignty  of  tlie  Pobte  tho 
liberties  which  suited  t)ieir  social  oonditioo  were 
aecure  affuinst  usurpation.  Tlie  Kingdom  of  Greece 
.  ia  still  unable  tu  create  a  reguU^  and  orderly 
Government.  The  Ionian  Islands  have  been 
fommlly  transferred  to  the  dominion  of  G£OBOB  1., 
and  their  deputies  have  had  the  oiinortunity  of 
comparinsf  Atlienian  patriotifim  with  tlia  un- 
■ympathetic,  business-like  habita  of  their  former 
rulers.  Tho  Constituent  Assembly,  having  at  last 
succeeded  in  accomplishing  its  task  and  iu  voting  a 
Constitution,  has  been  dissolved,  but  tliis  result 
was  not  effected  untd  the  able  Duuiah  Miuiiter  who 
eovems  in  the  name  of  the  young  Kixu  hod  found 
it  neceseary  to  threaten  the  dilatory  Chamber  with 
a.  contingent  esercise  or  extension  of  the  Koyul 
prerogative. 

At  tliB  opposita  ertremity  of  the  Continent  a.  _ 
more  thriving  n-^tion  hns  been  anxious  to  illustrate  M 
W  its  pu^acity  the  renewal  of  its  vigour.  Although  I 
the  inospfldiency  of  the  reoonqueat  ol  ftMiliOTran^d  fl 
haa  baen  proved  bj' the  BubaecHietrt  TCB-^Q\Vdi*£Q.»^ 
CWe  and  Muhtto  population,  iEB  Swma^^«^'^^\ 
>«°«o*  haa    eijiraged,    apparently  ior    ^.m-hjow*    «^ 
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aggrandizement,  in  s  gratuitous  quarrel  with  Pern. 
It  iieeinB  that  the  independence  of  the  Republic, 
though  it  haa  been  pnictioally  undiepuled  tor  50  fl 
■/ears,  has  never  been  olliciallj  acknowledi^ed  i!~^ 
ihe  McJtIier  Country,  and,  conBeijuentl;  ' ' 
Peruvian  UuTernment  waa  compelled  to  absl 
from  rect^nizing  a  Spanish  agent  who  was  employed 
to  adjust  u  petty  grievance  under  the  colonial  titb 
of  "  CommJBgioner."  The  baffled  n^otia 
induced  the  Spaniih  .Admirai  on  the  station 
resent  tho  HU|)posed  slight  to  his  GoTerument 
seizing  the  Chincha  Islands,  witli  their  valual 
do]>OBits  of  guano.  The  iipanieh  Ministry  aft( 
wards  di&Bvowed  the  outrage,  and  disclaimed  i 
deaira  of  re-eatabliahing  the  authority  of  the  Croi  ._ 
ill  Peru ;  but,  with  curious  consistency,  the  Admirel 
has  been  ordered  to  retain  poaaession  of  the  islands 
as  !i  guarantee  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  origiaal 
demand,  Maiihal  Nakvabz,  wlio  lately  aucoeedod, 
after  a  retirement  of  muiiy  ycaia,  to  the  oftice  of 
Pi'ime  Minister,  has  lately  heaitatad  in  tiie  resolu- 
tion to  porsiat  in  the  war  in  San  Doiningo.  The 
final  decision  ia  still  uncertain,  and  the  (]uestian 
ham  been  further  complicated  by  a  recent  MiatBterial 
crisis.  If  Narvaez  remains  in  power,  the  waste  of 
Spanish  lesottices  in  the  West  Indies  and  South 
America  will  probably  be  discontinued.  Tha 
resumption  of  a  prudent  and  pacific  policy  may  per- 
haps be  followed  by  meaaorea  for  tlie  restoration  of 
the  mtional  ci'edit.  Although  the  late  and  pre- 
sent Finance  Ministers  have,  iiufortnnately,  been 
enabled  to  postpone  ii  decision  by  the  aid  of  English 
capitalists,  the  rapid  inereaae  of  prosperity  end 
enterprise  lias  tonded  to  diffuse  sounder  views  of 
commercial  honour  and  expediency. 

One  of  the  most  important  political    transaction! 
of  the  year  has  consisted  in  tob  Iwiiaia  CsnweiAiwi 
irjth  Itunce,  and  in  the   cooaesyie^A  ieB*^( 
traaa£er  tha  capital  of  the  tinsioa    '  " 
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Horence.  Th«  Emperor  of  the  French  is  apparently 
Binoero  in  hia  desire  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
Boma.  and  he  may  hnva  thought  it  advisable  to 
consult  the  susceptibility  of  his  own  subjeats  by 
imposing  un  ostensibly  onerous  condition  on  the 
Itdians,  who  are  tn  profit  by  the  measure.  By  a 
Convention  executed  nt  Paris  in  SeptembHr  tho 
TVench  Government  agreed  to  evaouate  Rome  in 
two  years,  and  the  King  of  Itata*  in  turn  pledged 
himself  both  to  abstain  from  encroachments  on  the 
Papal  territory  and  to  protect  it  from  extarnal 
Tiolenca.  The  Popr.  was  to  be  allowed  at  hia 
pleasure  to  levy  an  army  of  hia  own  subjects,  or  of 
foreigners,  and  by  a  sepanite  instrument  the  Italian 
Government  bound  themselvea  to  transfer  the  seat 
of  government  to  Florence.  In  a  diplomatic  corre- 
spondence wbich  followed,  the  French  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affitim  insisted  that  the  Italian  Govern- 
ment had  ahandonfcd  all  future  designs  upon  Rome. 
General  Drij.a  Marmora,  who  became  Prime 
]Minist«r  on  the  resignation  of  MiNGHKrrr, prudently 
reserved  the  right  of  interpreting  the  Convention 
according  to  its  literal  bearing,  declining  in  the 
meantime  all  unneueaairy  controversy.  Both 
France  and  Italy  retain  full  liberty  to  deal  with 
future  events  according  to  their  respective  estimates 
of  their  own  interest  and  the  measuTQ  of  their 
forces.  The  Italian  Parliament  has,  after  long 
debate,  approved  by  lar^e  majorities  the  transfer  of 
the  capital,  and  General  Oialdini,  in  a  remarkable 
Bpeech,  almost  persuaded  the  .Senate  and  the 
country  that  a  concession  imparetively  demanded 
by  a  foreign  Power  would  hereafter  be  a  security 
fm-  independence.  The  Court  of  Eome  has,  in 
aooordance  with  its  imial  policy,  abstained  ftwo 
Oppressing  any  opinion  oti  the  CoTWBtifesa. 
Altheagh  it  is  impoasible  for  the  Popt  to  apcieia  '^ 
M-mauiiro  trhhh  asaiimns  the  permaTienco  <A  *>■* 
JiBlma  Kingdom,  it  would  be  iiniaign.ifee4  *«  4o?i*- 


cats  Iho  witUdnwal  of  tha  French  Brmy  Dt  occupii' 
tion,  Tho  Holy  See  trusts  in  Boitie  degree  to  thmM 
acoidenta  wliiuli  loay  occur  in  the  oourse  of  twoiH 
fcar^,  and  iterliaps  it  niU  ultimately  think  it«  oirnl 
visible  belpltissuess  a  better  protection  than  ana 
&rnty  of  lueruenarieB.  The  policy  of  the  Emperolfl 
of  tlio  riiB\i:H  [iroiMibly  impliea  genuina  ^ooawill^l 
to  Italy,  and  it  slso  indi^'aJ^es  his  Rrowing  alienatioaM 
from  the  iiKra-UathoIio  party,  wiiiuh  doUy  becomexfl 
mota  imjiopular  in  Fiance.  In  tho  couiao  of  thflf 
year  N.ipoi,eo;{  IXLhaB  ooae  niora  justihed  liis  con>fl 
fidence  in  lua  own  good  fortune  by  the  Buccessful^ 
completion  of  the  ainKiilar  Mexican  entecpiiB8.J 
Early  in  Ibe  Gummer  the  Arcliduke  MAsranxAtrl 
assnmod  the  Imperial  Crown  in  his  new  capita],  anil,l 
with  the  aid  of  the  French  Generale  he  has  lincal 
Bilppi'eaaed  apposition  in  the  field,  although  JlmbbxI 
may,  perhaps,  still  maintain  a  passive  roaiatance  inl 
Boine  of  the  remoter  provinces.  Tho  Empire  has  4 
baen  reoogiuBed  by  England  and  by  the  principal  ' 
European  Powers,  and  the  Oovei'nmont  of  tha 
Unitud  Statea  has  pnideatly  suspended  its  preten* 
eions  to  enforce  its  claim  of  escluaive  inlliionae  on 
the  We  stem  Contineut. 

The  Aiiwricau  Vi'm  h&u  been  proiecuted  with  iih' 
rtbated  vigour,  but,  notwithitnnding  recent  huo- 
cusBen,  with  no  decisive  result.     The  re-election  of 
Mr.   LiNiJOLN   s«  PreBJiiBut   by   an   oviirwhelming 
nuijoi'ity  proves  that  the  population  of  the  Fedural 
States  is  titill  hopeful  and  resolute  in  its  determina- 
tion to  reoonipier  the  South.     On  the   other   hand, 
the  Coufederatea  are  Btitl  more  unanimously  pledgjed 
to  maintain  the  independence  which  they  bave  foe 
more   than   three  yean  defended  with  a  heroism  ^ 
alwost  unpsJ^eled   in    history.      Although     Mr.  ^ 
^swARi>  and  other  toscliers  or  flatteren  of  the  multti^ 
Ciido  BtUl  uSeat  to  anticipate  tha  ew^j  Y«»\«fHi.\\QTi.  s^ 
tho    UnioD,  Mr.  Lincoln,  in,  tia  VAo  "yLeniiaft  \ 


-1864, 
to    negOElBia    bs    lon^    as    Mr.   Jefiukbun   1)am|>| 
remained    the    cifficial    ohiet    of   tliB  Confederacy,, 
When  tlie  term  of  tae  Southern  PreHidenoy  exjares,  A 
in   the   Bumuier   of    18(J7,    longer  «xperienoB   wiUil 
have  thrown  nddition^l  light  on  the  posability  ol.i  | 
reaoHEtructiDg  tlie  Union.     The  ConfederftteB  havafi 
wifely    aeleoted  tlieir  ablast  men  for  their  hiK^iesB  t  I 
postB,   hut  their  leaders  only  coi>ce:itrate  and  ex.*i 
iireea  the  Bnthusiafini  of   the   peoeral  oommunity.., 
Tlie   EufieringB  of    the   South   have    beeu    aggi'a'^  I 
■'ated   by  tha    continuance   of    the   Trar,   but   thflr  r 
only  serious    danger    wbioh    threivtena    tho    Con-i] 
Federate   cause   is  the   gradual  exhaustion  of   th4'  1 
military  population.     The  Northern   Generals  can^fl 
afford  to   expend  two   or  tluoe   lives  for   one   oil  I 
the  enemy,  and  they  have  never  flinched  from   tlia^  J 
test  of  their  luunericnl  aiiperiority.     In  the   c 
of  tile  war  the  art  of  soldiership  has  been  cultivated «  ' 
aa  both  aides  in  the  most  practical   of   sohools,  and  tj 
the  North,  which  was  at  first  unfortunate   or  cara>t4 
less  in  the  selection  of  ita  Qencrals,  has  been  that  r 
nrinoipal  gaiaer  iiy  experience.    General  SHEisMurrj 
liaa  proved  himsalf  a  akilfid  and  darin};commander(iJ 
and  Ocucral  Guant  liaa  understood  bettor  than  nnytl 
(if  his  predeoesaorH  tho  advantage   of  untiring   per-M 
tinacity.     On  the  Southern  side,  General  Lbb  over*''^ 
shadows  both  hia   opponents   and  his    comradeH  fi. 
General  BBiUBBOAJiii,  after  displayin;;  hia   abilitieairl 
GUCoeasiveJy  in  the   defence   of  Charleston   and   o( 
Petersburg,   has   since   neen     overpowered   in   tho 
South-West   tiy  irresistible    superiority   of    force>> 
General    Hoon  has  displayed  extraordinary  coutsge 
and  resolution,  but  he  is  rot  suffioiBntly  economical 
of  the  lives  of  his  men,  find  he  has  been  unfortunate. 
The  Confederates  have  failed  to  create  any  consider- 
abla   naval  force,  althoitghthevr  ci«\BetaB\Si ''sn.'&i*- 
Ae»rj-  dainage  on   Northern   oommetc*.      '^'"o   ^^"^ 
tbeir  moet  CBlebrataA  vesseln   na\Bbeew\cw?ti  vo.o-fta 
inataaoeliX  tie  raslmesa  of  t^ecomiafttt'i.^t-'^*^^'^ 
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Qier  through  a  combination  of  personal  treaebf 
pith  lawless  violence  on  the  part  of  a  Fed 

.     In  the   month  of  June  the  Alabama  irai 

n  a  naval  duel  with  the  Kearsnge,  a  few  mile^ 

,     1  Cherbourg.    Late  in  the   autumn    Oaptni't 

IbLLiNfi,  of   the  Federal  sliip  Wachtuetts,  followed 

■e   Florida  into   tho  Brazilian   harbour  of  Bahlit, 

Ud   pledged   hiaword   to  the  local  authorities  that 

would  not  violate  the  immunities   of   the  port. 

;  midnight,  when  part  of  the  Confedemte  crew 

»  on  shore,  the  AVachusetts  suddenly  opened   fire 

I   the   Florida,   and   immodiatelj  afterwards   thtt 

a  boarded  and   towed  out  to  iea.     Having 

n  sent  to  American  waters,  the  Florida  sank  in 

3   otiarge   of  a   pri^w   crew  under  circurrutanoes 

lich  could  excite  tho  complacent  approval  of   but 

e  community  in   tbo  civilised  world.     Thawholt 

saclion,  inoluding  an  ill-conditioned   despatch 

I  ihe  Federal  Minister  in  Brazil,  iinist  have 

rded   unqualified  satisfaction  to  everj  enemy  of 

I   United   States.     The  loss  'if  honour  is  a  heavy 

CO   to   pay  for  tlie   destruction  of  a  troublesom* 

niser.     The  only  considerable  riival  exploit  of  tho 

""■  was  the  capture  by  Admiral  FAiiEiour  of  the 

)r  defences  of  Mobile.     The  toim  itself,  like  all 

1  other   conriiderable   Southern  porta,  with   the 

if  New  Orleans,  and,  perhaps,  Savannidi, 

IS  in  Confederate  possession. 

'The   campai^   on   land   was  almost    suspended 

ing   the  winter   and   early   spring,  thoagh   the 

Ration  was  interrupted  by  isolated  movaments 

rhe  extreme  edges  of  the  theatre  of  war.     At  the 

beginning   of   March   Oenoral   Shbkiiak  broke  np, 

with   a   considenible   army,    from   Vicksburg,   and 

7n arched    through    the    centre    of    the     State    nf 

Mi/'BJBsipfa,  with  the  paTposo  «it\\M  of  besieging 

Mobile   or  of   ioining  Grant   at  O^ittttswanjjk.     k 

'■wye  a*va]rj  force,  simnllaneoTOX-j  rAihtvcovj,  ^toro. 

■MoaiDhia.  was  defeated  wife  \i«kV^  \t«ft^>-3  ^iw*"*™^ 
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lEiST,  and,  coasequtntly,  Sherman'  was  com- 
I  retrace  hid  stepa  tu   Vickaburg.     About 
time  General  Gilucike  trua  ordered  by  tb#.  | 
jT  himself  tu  iuvude   Florida,  fur  the  pupi; 
le  of  giving   tlie   State  a  nemina.!   ptace  iii   tb< 
befure   the  appioachiiip  eleutirju.     QeiierBi 
E  BUllereil  a  diao^traua  defeat  frimi  thu  loc 
ifedemto  foroes,  and  no  further  operatio) 
«  been  attempted  in  Florida.     Early  in  MayjB 
leisl   Ba»ks   moved   up  the  Miisisaippi  and  tlMV 
Kiver  with  a  iarfie  force   from   ICew   Orleaii~ 
defeated  through  the  want  of  inilita; 
11  of  the  iMimmiuider  by  the  Cottfuderatea  u   '' 
letal  Taylor  aad  General   Kiuby  Smith. 
ieral  ^aiTisoua   in   Texas  were  afterwards   \ 
wn,  and  the  whole  of  tJiut  State,  with  tlie  graata 
pact  of  Louisiana,  ArkansaB,  and  Mississippi,  is  n 
free  from  the  presenco  of  an  invader.   The  reco 
oE  >  large  portion  of  the  Confederate  territory  st 
to  show  the   dilBculty  of  a  permanent  conquea 
although  it  is  partially  osplainuil    by  the  improvBa 
■trate^  of  the   Federal  Genei-alB,  nho  have  learnt^ 
the   neaeiaity  of   concentrating  their   forces  agaiuil 
the  main  anuiea  of  the  South,  V 

Eitraordinary    effoi'ta    wore    made    during    tha  J 
winter  and  the   Bprin;;   to  reuruit   and  reorganizv^l 
the  Northern  armies,  and  at  the  beginning  of  ApnlJ 
tlie    rank    of   Lieutcn ant-General — instituted     by,| 
Cosgiresa  at  the  recommendation  of  the   Pbesiubns'iJ 
— was    conferred    on    General    Gba.ni,    with    thva 
supreme  command  of  all  the  Federal  forces.  Mr.  Lur-T 
COLH  hud  learnt  by  experience  the  disadvantages  r* 
the  imperfect  confidence  which  he  had  reposed  i 
M'Clellak  and  bis  succeaioTs,  and  the  Licutentmt- 
General   has   disposed   freely   of  all   the  veanux'^^ 
which    could    be   supplied   ty    tha    visweTKiaetn.- 
"sKii^raso/ved  to  assume   in  petBon  tVia  toftt'uan. 
A6e    r/igjnian    campaign,     OenetB.\  Vl-RfcS-Y   '■»!- 
to   General    Shekjian  l\ie  comTiia-'B^'='^^^* 
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Wesiem  army,  which  had  arrived  in  its  prertolia 
campaign  at  the  extreme  stiuthern  boiiiidarjr  of 
Teniiessee.  At  the  beginatng  of  May  a  uriiiiltaneous 
advance  commenced  in  both  the  great  thefttree  of 
war.  On  the  6th  of  that  month  General  Mbado, 
having  crossed  the  Bapidan  with  Gsneral  Gaun'H 
main  body,  was  immediatoly  attacked  on  flank  hy 
the  Confederate  army  under  Lbb,  who  liad  beflii 
waiting  tor  the  moTouieut.  The  oarapaign  wonld 
have  oommcnoed  witli  an  nUer  Fcdenil  defeat  if 
tianersi  Lo>iohtreii:t,  in  the  final  Confedarata 
charjjB,  had  not  been  accidentally  wonnded  by  his 
own  men.  Fearing  to  he  cut  off  from  B.iehmond, 
Lee  repeated  a  short  distance  to  Spottaylvania, 
wltere  lis  again  struck  a  heavy  blow  on  the  advajui- 
ing  enemy.  Eohnsitb  and  Hooker  had  in  former 
oanipaigna  abandoned  their  design  of  marching  va.1 
Hicnmond  after  the  Iosbi^s  of  FredericScsbnrg  and.' 
ChencBllorsviUe,  but  Gban^  had  doteimined  to' 
UGcumplish  hia  object  at  axiy  sacrifice  of  life,  and  in 
a  series  of  bloody  contbata,  followed  by  fianking 
moirementa,  he  forced  &b  'enemy  steadily  backiraid. 
Four  weeks  from  tiie  paasage  of  the  Ilapidaa  ho 
fiiimd  Le&  encampad  on  the  banks  of  tlie  North 
Anna,  and  after  ti^in^  the  approaches  to  Kichmond 
by  the  Pamunkey  and  the  Ohiol(ahoniiny,'h6  finally 
changed  his  entire  plan  of  attack,  and,  tffotKng  tha 
Virginia  peninsula  and  the  James  River,  made  an 
niisuQoeBstul  assault  on  Petersburg  on  the  16th  of 
June,  and  then  formed  an  intrenched  camp  in  tha 
atifilo  between  the  .laniea  and  the  Appomattox. 
General  Led  had  thus  far  baMed  his  formidable 
adversary,  by  edging  him  olf  until  he  had  forced 
him  to  describe  more  than  half  the  circuit  of  Bieh- 
tnoiid.  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  flUMlT 
to  peeserere  in  his  advance  if  he  had  not  enjoyed 
(Ae^reai  arfpantage  of  a  inovaWe  \»ae  oti  ftia  «" 
From  the  Potomac  to  tho  U»'ppn,\vB.imwiV,  Itoto. 
iorJcRivm  to  the  Jamea.liia  \,Ta.MiTOi:\»  "a*- 


:M 


"ISM.  S45 

iA^  UllbVed  his  movements  m  oIt«n  as  be  was 
breed  to  modify  his  pUns  of  attack.  The  Con- 
federates could  only  fiLCB  Bullenlj  round  on  the 
Bneiny  as  he  evaded  their  positions  with  inipuiutTi  I 
General  GaiNT  had  not  reliedexdiisivelj,  inhto  J 
plan  of  campaign,  on  the  superior  numbers  o 
main  army.  When  heL-roased  tho  Rapidan,  Oenorill 
BuTLBK  landed  with  40,000  men  on  tiie  loft  bank  of  1 
the  James  River,  and  Qenerai  Hitntbk  was  pushed  I 
forward  by  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  the  neigh- I 
bourhood  of  Lynchburg.  Before  the  GommandBP-  I 
hi-Ohief  conld  reach  the  neij^hhonrhood  of  Rich-  I 
mond,  Brm.EK  was  severely  checked  and  Hcntib  I 
niinoiisly  defeated.  Ijeneral  GaiNT,  bowever,  T 
persisted  in  his  atta^ck  on  Petersburg,  and  he  ir 
than  onao  attempted  a  demonstration  ou  Hichmi  _ 
by  both  banlis  of  the  river.  On  the  SOtli  of  July  I 
he  exploded  a  mine  in  front  of  the  Confederatef 
works  at  Petersburg,  bui  in  tlie  assault  whiiSha 
followed  was  repulsed  with  enormous  loss.  DuringJ 
the  month  of  September  he  succeeded  in  extending,] 
his  left  wing  aaroBB  the  Weldon  Railway,  but  he  ba^M 
hitherto  been  unable  to  cut  off  the  remaining  com- 1 
mnnicationa  between  Richmond  and  the  gotitli.l 
In  the  same  montU  General  Earlv,  commanding  a 
the  Confederate  force  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  ■ 
more  than  once  oi-ossod  the  Potomac  and  threatened  | 
Washington  and  Baltimore.  In  October  RarlVI 
was  defeated  in  two  aueceaatva  combats  by  Gonenll 
BnERtDAN,  but  tho  Confederates  atUl  occupy  tiUfl 
the  upper  portion  of  the  Valley.  General  Quant's  J 
campaign  nas  thus  far  proved  unfruitful  of  any  < 
~'''  late  reaiil^  but  until  his  attempt  or  Richmond 
lally  abandoned  it  must  be  supposed  that  he 
ill  cwasideFs  Bnoceas  net  iinpossibk. 
The  operations  in  tho  West  ■V\nvft\ieftufc!.fn««a 
rioaa  and  erentfal.  Leaving  0\\att,B»otigj>.'v\-*^** 
-beg'nniiig  of  May,  8hebma-«  aAva-oceA  ^i«*C*.-3 
■"""■-"'•''  "*    tha   he.id   oi   tmeoi  \,1i«\KW«*-'-'^^ 
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most  efiectiTQ  uuieii  wliich  the  f  eder&I  SUtM  haira 
placed  ill  tha  field.  General  Johksioxe.  uiubla  to 
meet  him  ou  etjual  termi,  retreated  alunl;  tuwarda 
Atlanta,  dela^'iiie  the  euemy  by  occupjruig  succea- 
tire  positions,  which  after  a  timti  werti  turned  Bod 
rendered  untenable.  Beforii  the  middle  of  M&y 
SuER.MA_s-  was  at  Resacs  ;  a  month  ktttr  he  had 
reached  Alatouna,  rtnd  ho  soon  Bfterw»rda 
experienced  a  partial  chect  at  Marietta,  fieneral 
JoH>iSTO.\ii,  not  thinkiuK  it  prudent  to  attempt  the 
defence  of  Atlanta,  woa  superseded  by  Uenn^l 
Hooi>,  who  fought  a.  battlo  in  front  of  the  town  at 
the  beginning  of  AiLgust,  aud  afternarda  delajed 
for  several  weeliB  the  progress  of  the  invader. 
Atlauta  was  ultimately  evacuated  ou  the  lijtii  of 
Scjitember,  which  liappeued,  by  a  curious  coinci- 
dence, to  be  also  the  day  of  masting  of  tlie  DemO' 
cratic  Convention  at  Chiuagn.  ]3otri  in  the  North 
and  in  the  South  the  importance  of  the  capture  had 
been  greatly  eiLacserated  in  anticipation.  Liko 
many  military  and  political  events,  tjuEitMAH's  oon- 
Quest  diiaiipotnted  the  calculations  both  of  hia 
frienda  and  Ilia  enemies.  The  prudence  of  John- 
stoke'^  strut^j  was  demonstrated  by  the  barren- 
ness of  tlie  Federal  success,  for  as  long  a*  the 
Southern  army  was  undefeated,  the  loss  of  a  single 
town  WM  comparatively  unimportant.  Sbbbman, 
however,  settled  himself  in  his  now  posseasions  with 
the  intention  of  usuig  it,  like  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga, as  a  starting  point  for  future  a^igreisiva 
iiiovemeuis.  The  entire  civil  population  was  ex- 
pelled, iDBgaxiues  were  collected  and  covered  with 
fortitications.and  the  Ions  railway  line  from  Chatta- 
nooga was  carefully  guarded  by  poata  and  detaah- 
nieiits.  It  seemed  probable  that  the  cBiupaign  iu 
Georgia  hod  ended  for  the  year,  when  Hood,  who 
was  now  placed  under  the  orders  of  BEAtHGOAKD, 
suddenly  passed  round  Subbuan's  right  wing,  and 
t^jvir  iiiiaaelt  balills  with  hia  iibole  fotue  on  tba 
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line  of  oommunicBtion  with  tha  North.  The  Fede- 
r»l  oommwidBr  immediately  moved  in  pursuit  of 
hia  daring  aata^tonist,  who  withdrew  across  tha 
frontier  of  Alabama  ;  but,,  discovtrinE  that  he  had 
been  outmanceuvred,  and  that  it  would  bo  itnpoB- 
BJble  to  remain  at  Atlanta,  Sheeima:«  middenly  re- 
Bolvcd  on  BAlrprlHiug  the  enemy  in  turn  by  a  new 
and  Budacioua  movement.  While  Hood  was  200 
miles  to  thn  north-west  of  Atlanta,  SHBBMiN,  divid- 
ing hiB  army  into  two  nnequa!  parts,  left  Thomas 
with  20,000  or  30,000  man  to  occupy  the  Con- 
federate forces  is  Tennetaee,  white  he  prepared 
with  50,000  men,  including  10,000  cavalry  under 
KiLPiTBiCK,  to  force  hia  way  through  the  heart 
of  Georgia  to  the  south-eastern  coast.  On  the 
13th  of  Kovember  he  evaoiisted  Atlanta,  moving 
in  two  eointims,  which  were  respectively  directed 
on  iUaoon  and  Augusta.  Both  places,  however, 
were  found  too  strong  to  be  attacked,  and  tha 
whole  amiy,  reuniting,  marched  towards  the 
Savannah  Kiver,  and  on  the  10th  of  December 
it  approBchod  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  following 
the  course  of  the  Ugechee  Rirer.  Having  esta- 
blished a  coinmitiiication  with  Admiral  Damlobf.n, 
who  awaited  hia  arrival  on  the  miast,  Shioimas' 
has  besieged,  and  perhaps  taken,  Savannah.  Tha 
capture  of  tjiia  place,  if  it  occurs,  and  the  proof 
of  his  great  superiority  in  tlie  field,  will  fully 
compensate  tor  the  abandonment  of  the  territory 
which  he  overran  or  traversed  during  his  advance  ' 
through  Northern  Georgia.  There  is,  probably,  no 
precedent  in  the  history  of  war  for  the  divergent 
roovement  of  two  hostile  armies  marching  in  t 
(ite   direetions   afb'r   an   arduous  campaign. 


Hood  forced  his  antagonist,  after  a  bloody  combat 
at  Franklin,  to  retire  within  th.B  deie'nceR  «l  'S'b;^- 
vUe,  but  he  hao  Hnoe  boon  himseU  com^ft\i«4-,^*i^'« 
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«n  uuouuueaaful  engagement,  to  retreii.  A»  part 
of  the  Oonfederate  force  had  movad  in  the  direo- 
tioQ  of  Murfreeshorough,  Hoop  may  probably 
ButHwed  in  cutting  the  railway  comniiinication 
between  KashTiilo  and  Allnnta.  The  partial  losa 
of  Teiineasee  would  have  inclined  the  balance  of 
fortune  against  the  North,  but  tor  the  brilliant 
exploits  of  Shechu.^.  The  exulting  confidence 
wbioh  haa  been  renewed  at  New  York  and  Wash. 
ington  by  the  tidings  from  N^ttshville  and  Savannah 
haa,  unfortnn»t»ly,  coincided  with  a  treab  pretext 
for  irritation  against  Eugkud,  arising  from  acta  of 
violence  oaminitted  in  Vermont  by  Confederata 
partiiaus  who  afti^rworda  oaciipod  to  Oattada. 
Having  been  arreatod  by  the  Cauudian  authorities, 
the  pri^ners  were  diachariTed  by  Uahta^  Coi'piis,  on 
the  ground  of  a  technical  defect  of  jurisijiotion. 
The  Genei'al  oommauding  in  New  York  haa  con* 
Boqueiitly  thought  fit.  in  a  General  Order, to  threaten 
a  contingent  violation  of  Canadian  territory,  and 
violent  apeaches  and  motiona  have  expwssod  tha 
bitter  feeling  which  provails  in  the  American  Onn- 
greas.  In  the  pi'oacnt  stute  of  Northern  feeling 
there  ia  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  anme  out- 
rage which  may  render  n  rupture  inevitable.  The 
Amecicans  of  the  North  neither  appreciate  the 
atreugth  of  England  nor  understand  the  unanimity 
and  reaolutioii  with  wliioh  a  war  would  be  prose- 
cuted if  it  were  forced  upon  a  reluctant  Govern. 
ment  and  nation.  If  rBaistonce  to  overbearing  pre- 
teuBiona  shoul  d,  unfortunately,  become  necssaary,  it 
ia  not  a  matter  for  regret  that  tlie  Canadians  them. 
selves  should  be  the  original  parties  to  the  quarrel. 
The  first  result  of  a  war  would  be  the  immedtata 
and  irrevocable  establiahment  of  a  Southom  inde* 


I 


The  ft-Mj'dential  oonteil,  tYiou^  ^^■  «™"«~-" 
one  time  hk&ly  to  bo  inftuencM  \rs  t'no  -iUW^toviB* 
'^  tho    war.  uJtimatelF  became  un>t>ta3;e8S.TOS  *s«». 
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■tmlmportent.  The  extrema  Abolittoniats  only 
proved  their  wouknesa  by  nominating  General 
Fkemunt  as  a  candidate,  and  a  dieouTitanted  section 
of  tlie  Republioana  for  a  time  inclined  to  Mr, 
Chase,  i*ho  tesigned  his  seat  iit  the  Cabinet  during 

■the  month  of  JiUy.  Tlie  l^arty,  when  regularly  re- 
presented in  Contention  ut  Biiltimore,  unanimoualy 
selected  Mr.  Limjolh  as  the  most  Buitable  repre- 
aentntive  of  the  policy  of  a  war  which  he  hai  com- 
Biencod  and  conducted.  The  Democrats  had  little 
pretext  for  opposing  the  re-election  of  the  Fkesi- 
DBFT,  imleas  they  avowed  an  unpopular  leaning  to 
pence,  which  was  perhaps  confilied  to  their  more 
tntolligeTit  leaders.  When  Uiunt  had  been  foileil 
befora  Petersbarg,  and  while  UHliKMAV  was  still 
outside  the  fortificutirins  of  Atlunta,  sanguine  Demo- 
orats  thought  it  possible  to  elect  a  President  wlio 
would  aumnion  a  Convention  of  all  the  tjtates  of  the 
Fanner  IJniou  to  discuas  the  terms  of  peace.  The 
Democratio  Convention  meetin);  at  Chicajjo  in  the 
kst  iveek  of  September  elected  General  A'Clellan 
as  the  candidate  of  the  part;,  and  adopted  a  series 
of  resolutions  which  ambiguously  pointed  to  nego- 
tiation. Within  a  day  or  two  it  beoame  known 
that  SHBRMAHf  had  tuken  Atlanta,  and  that 
Bhekiuas  had  defeated  Early  in  tlie  Shenandoali 
Valloy,  General  M'Ceblt.as  connequently  acoepted 
thtt  Cliicago  nominaijon  in  a.  letter  which  virtually 
repudiated  the  accompanying  platform,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  old  IiBtin  paradox,  having  had  no  chance 
Df  election,  he  threw  that  notliinij  away.  Fi'om 
the  date  of  M'Clellam'.s  letter,  nnd,  indeed,  after 
the  occupation  of  Atlanta,  it   became   evident   that 


the  Rmjnbiican  candidate  was  certain  of  e 

BnsraJ  M'CtBLLAN  repi-es 
powerful  minority,  with  wliich  he  waa  wroiWrnij.  o' 


Genaraf  IWCtBiiAN  repi-eaented  nothing   except   s 


Mhmmed  io  itgitB.     Mr,  LiscOLS,  Vrthftie  i 
the  imlion,  was  determined  to  pioawsMto  VSw^^^i 
Md  mueaino  of  ultiuiate  victOTy.    "S »<««*«■'«»*•» 
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every  precautioQ  was  taken  to  guard  sgEklnst  poMf- 
btc  diaappoinUneut.  Sham  ConBtitutioni  were  eitft- 
bliahcd  by  a  lev  Southuro  renegades  and  by  the 
camp-foUoverBiuLouisiauiiaud  Flurida.  Tbe  Border 
States  were  Baciireil  by  martial  l»w  arid  the  imposi- 
tion cif  Uleual  tests  agaiiiEit  the  utterani^  uf  Dumo- 
ciatic  predilections  ;  and  Mr.  Asimsw  JouNaox, 
military  governor  in  Tenneaaeie  and  Kepublican 
candidate  for  the  Vice- Presidency,  required,  with 
Mr.  LmuoLs'a  lanction,  tlie  voters  to  pledge  them- 
selves to  tha  details  of  the  Republican  policy  before 
they  were  admitted  to  the  ^ oU-booth.  The  acta  of 
fraud  and  of  violence  which  might  have  been  found 
useful  in  a  i;1dm  contest  proved  to  be  aup«rfluoue, 
except  as  fcur  H«  they  Ktatitied  tlie  pupulai-  tiute  for 
ostensible  vigour.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  re-elected  by 
BO  great  a  majority  of  genuine  votes  that  lie  could 
llAve  afforded  to  abstain  from  all  irregular  ai'innce- 
inenta.  Ku  Praiident  haa  been  more  unequivocally 
the  choice  of  the  uonstitueDcy  wliiuh  eleutad  I>im  ; 
but  the  Slates  vhioh  were  bouud  as  v.  minority  by 
the  lawful  election  of  1S6Q  iue  utter  strangers  to  a 
vote  taken  iit  theii'  absence  in  Itibl. 

The  spectacle  of  the  trouUei  iii  tlie  United 
States,  and  the  blustering  nmtiaces  in  the  Northern 
populace  and  its  leaders,  have  produced  or  accela* 
rated  a  movement  for  the  union  of  the  British 
Aniericaui  provinoes.  A  seotional  conftiot  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Cinjula  hoa  been  terminated  by  > 
coalition  of  partiEB  under  a  Ministry  which  under- 
took to  form  R  great  Colonial  Federatdon,  A. 
scheme  for  the  new  Constitution  has  since  been 
framed  by  a  Congreu  of  Delegate*  from  all  the  pro- 
vinces, and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
be  adopted  by  the  various  Legislatures,  nitli  the 
cordial  sanction  of  the  Imperial  Gouernment.  It  is 
proposed  that  a  Governor-General,  appointed  by 
the  Cnowa,  slmU  preside  over  a  Psrlituueut  consist- 
iiyf  of  *  Council  appointed  for  lifej  and  a,  ~ 
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tative  Bcitiy  which  adopti,  with  a,  happy  oititn,  the 
great  hlHtorical  name  of  the  Houbs  of  OommoiiB. 
With  9.  wiie  regard  for  harmonious  action,  it  is 
stipulated  th»t  Uie  flrat  membera  of  Council  shall 
he  chosen  from  the  variriiis  coloniea  in  a  fair 
proportion  from  the  supporters  of  the  actual  Go- 
vernments, and  from  the  ranks  of  the  local  Uppo- 
sition.  The  Honio  of  Commons,  tike  the  Lower 
House  of  the  American  OonEresa,  ia  to  represent 
the  whole  population  according  to  the  latest  census, 
the  basis  of  calculation  consistitip:  in  a  fixed  number 
of  members  permanently  assi^ed  to  Lower  Canada. 
The  aereral  colonies,  like  the  States  of  the  American 
Union,  are  to  manage  their  dnmestio  affairs  by 
means  of  provincial  Assemblies,  and  their  Lieu- 
tenant-GoTernors  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Crowk,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor- 
General.  The  scheme  necessarily  resembles  the 
Constitution  of  the  linited  States,  as  it  is  adapted 
to  a  precisely  similar  condition  of  society ;  but  some 
of  the  defects  which  experience  has  disclosed  in  the 
older  fabric  iippear  to  have  been  judiciously 
ovoirted.  Residuary  powers  which  have  not  been 
specially  appropriated  ure  tf>  be  reserved  to  the 
general  Govermnent,  and  not  to  the  several  pro- 
vinces, and  the  qualifications  of  an  English  states- 
man chosen  for  one  of  the  highest  ulticea  in  the 
Snipire  ought  tji  rise  above  the  modest  level  of  an 
Aiuerican  President,  lintil  the  new  ConHtitntiuu 
ia  regiilai'ly  estabiiRhed,  preliminary  difiiciilties  may 
arise  from  the  natural  jealousy  of  Lower  Canada  ; 
but  if  the  French  population  is  likely  to  be  out- 
numbered by  tlie  associated  colonists,  theConfede- 
ration  will  furnish  them  with  the  best  security 
Bgunst  American  aggreseion.  A  community  of  three 
or  four  millions,  supported  until  it  aieumea  the 
rank  of  an  independent  nation  by  the  forces  of  the 
British  Empire,  may  wel!  disregard  or  defy  the 
evnidityof  rapacioui  neighboiin. 


I  sltort  tenare  of  tlie  Colonial 
ufticG  h&!)  been  onuauall;  uTentful,  Qe  his  had  to 
tarminata  an  nUsni'd  Ashwiteo  nur  on  the  uout  of 
Africa,  and  a  more  serioua  conflict  i^th  the  natiTaa 
of  the  Noi-thei-n  L'tland  of  Now  i^ealnnd  Mill 
t'txiiiii'BB  his  attention.  Disputes  relating  to  tha 
conduct  of  the  war  Lava  slmost  unftToidftbly  arisea 
between  the  Governor,  who  i-epresents  tha  Ckowm 
nnd  diaposea  of  the  regular  troops,  and  his  Oolonial 
Ministers.  The  Imperial  Government  occupiek  to 
a  certain  extent  tlie  position  of  a  powerful  ally,  who 
insists  on  dictating  the  terms  of  his  assistants  to 
tha  principals  in  the  contest.  Tha  colonists,  having 
made  ^eat  sacriticcB  to  avert  imminent  dangers, 
are  alow  to  appreciate  either  the  tenderness  of  th» 
Colon ia!-oSce  to  the  insurgents,  or  the  careful 
regard  la  economy  which  is  incumbaut  on  au 
English  Minister  nnd  his  agents.  The  early  sup- 
pression of  the  rebellion  would,  among  its  beneQuinl 
resnita,  render  unnecessary  the  iinmEdiate  solution 
of  many  troublesome  questions.  Other  u;iforeBean 
consequences  of  the  concession  of  responsible  Par- 
liamentary Government  are  nt  the  same  moment 
causing  embarrassment  in  some  of  tha  Auatrnliwi 
colonies.  The  inhabitants  of  Victoria  have  pvo- 
ferred,  iritlt  more  than  American  intempei'unce  and 
rudeness,  a  demand,  which  in  substance  was  not 
usreuionabta,  for  the  abolition  of  transportation  to 
Western  Australia.  In  default  of  a  eatiafactiau 
which  had,  ns  it  happened,  already  been  accorded, 
the  Colonial  Ministers  foolishly  threatened  a  sus- 
pension of  intermursB  with  the  conviot  oolony,  and 
i  Voot  of  ill-bred  ajjilators  coiisigned  a  number  of 
>>"torioni  malefacters  by  a  home-bound  vessel  to 
England.  The  same  colony  is  engaged  in  a  quarrel 
nf  its  own  with  the  patent  settlement  of  New  South 
VVales,  which,  fiudinc;  a  portion  of  its  trade  devoted 
to  Melbourne,  proposes  to  establish  a  line  of 
Vuatom-htuses  uom  tkttVieWoBabaaiuE.  T^ 
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parntnilor  dtepiite  iiiil 
OoBtsRis'  Union,  nud  it 
aud  re&eotioii  will  revii 
feeliiig  of  lojtity  tt 


easily  lie  eettJod  by  a 
s  jirobable  that  experienoa 
or  crnato   a,  more  FOtiotiftl 

_„  _-  ^        -.1  nicist  liberal  and  pRtJM 

luetropolitao  Qovenuwants.  Nottoiightful  obwrvjL 
regards  with  Burpriae  i>i'  nlariii  the  inevitable  collf! 
Hions  which  occur  during tliD  earlyyanrs  of  amutud 

Soliticnl  I'sktton.  wliich  has  no  historical  precedenU 
ha  coloniBta  will  gradually  iearn  that  if  tb 
Inipmal  Oorenuiiaut  is  tolerant  of  their  Dccasionf 
occsntricities,  it  ia  also,  both  politiuolly  und  e 
miually,  independent  uf  their  allej^tanca. 

India,  under  the  government  of  iSir  JouK  LlWi 
RBSoa,  has  been  yenerally  tranquil,  although  I 
potty  war  has  begun  and  ended  on  the  North-Wei 
frontier,  and  an  eipeditioa  is  engaged  iu  Dunisliig 
the  insolence  of  BhooCan.  The  civil  war  in  Uhix, 
has  ended  with  the  Buppresaiou  of  the  TaepiU 
rebellion,  and  the  desolated  pvoTinuoa  are  rapidl; 
reBOmiiis  their  former  prosperity.  It  remains  to  1 
"  "in  whether  the  Government  ofPekinwill  mail 
B  the  friendly  hearina  to  foreign  Powers  -w 
)  hitherto  found  a  inotivu  in  the  need  of  coi  _. 
laxistance.  The  tmtnteliigible  diplomacy  (., 
njntn  has  been  jKiitlHlly  RimpliSed  by  vieoroai 
"Scti'sd  reroonfrtxancos  addressed  to  turoul  " 
w  of  the  Empire,  The  attack  on  Kagns 
icBsd  the  Bobmission  of  the  Prinoe  of  Saisvii__ 
_..d  the  firo  of  a  combined  squadron  has  induce., 
Fiaiother  hostile  oliieftnin  to  udopt  a  friyndly  poliojfl 
t.As  common  intereata  and  sympathies  of  civilimj 
B'lSon  have  in  thoM  remote  re|;iona  happily  overruled 
ttntiona]  prejudices  and  jeatouBiea.  The  TTniter 
States  were  repreacnted  with  Knglftiid,  France, 
Holland  in  tiie  squadron  whicli  forced  the  pas 
into  the  Japanese  inland  Bea,  At  Shanghai  a  I 
of  .Federal  Bepublio,  formed  from  ati  the  ( 
merdal  nations  of    Christendom,  is  ^<y»nnsi,  '^^  ^ 
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Empiiw.  It  is  well  that  in  one  quarf«r  of  the  world  \ 
Europeans  and  Americana  can  unite  in  beneficent  I 
encroaohments  on  barbariBm ,  Elsewhere,  England  , 
is  the  only  Rreat  Power  whirh  Btandily  and  t 
Bcisntioiuly  pursues  a  policy  of  pesoe. 
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1865. 

ye&r  1665  has    been   rendered  memorabla  4 
iflv  hy  the   close   ot  the   American   Civil  War.  1 

I  death  of  Lord  PiLMfiRSTOS,  which  is  the  most   I 

important  event  in  the  political  annals  of  England,    1 
will   probably  bo   followed,  after   a  long  period  of   I 
tranrjuillity,  by  unnccustomed  interest   in  domestio 
affiirs.     For  several  years   Englishmen  liave  looked 
abroad   for   excitement,   to  Italy,    to    Poland,   to 
Senmark,   nnd,   above  all,   to   the   United   States. 
ITnoert^n   rumours   and   va^ie  o:<pectatians  indi- 
rate  an  approaching'  renewal  of  Parliamentary  and 
popular   pontesta  for   power  ;  and   it  happens  by  a    . 
remarkable     coincideiica     that     the    cnrtnin    has   I 
simultaneonal^  frillen   on   the  dramas  which  have 
been    siicoessively  enactpd    on    the    Eastern    and   I 
Western  Continents.     Europe  has  been  during  the 
expiriiiK  year  exempt  imto  wut  and  revolution,  and 
the  authority  nt  the  Federal   flovenimeiit  is  undis- 
puted from   the   Cnnailiau   Lakes   to  the   Gulf  nt  1 
Meiicn   End  tlie   Great   River   of  Texas.     Twelve  V 
months   ago  the  halancu     of  fortune  had  inclined   J 
vwihly  Ui    the  stronger  side,  but  it  was  getierallT  ] 
supposed  that  tile  Southern  States  would  he  able  t( 
prolong  for  some  time  their  heroic  roaistance,     Fev 
Americans   and   fewer   foreigners  were   aofpiainted    I 
with   the  statistical    returns,    which    would    have    | 
proved  rot  only  that  the  struggle  was  Rpproao 

Jft)  ead,  but  that  its  continuance  Iot  fowt  i««? 

f>MD  a  paradox  or  a  miracle,     i^t  ftve  «q&.  (A  vwrt 
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were  not  yet  m&stera  uf  a  territory  nliich  wu  d^-  I 
fended  hy  about  loO,000.  General  Ukakt  atiU  I 
threatened  Kicltmoud  fiftar  lusses  wiiluh  ijunngal 
catupaign  of  sevtju  montha  pnjbably  exceeded  tbe  1 
entire  strength  of  th«  Cottfedoriite  army  under  Les.  f 
The  secret,  hovever,  of  iSoutUern  weakness  had  J 
been  penetrated  by  the  genius  of  8ii£iuiAK,  and  ihs  V 
decisive  movemeiit  of  the  war  had  been  almost  a 
pleteU.  In  the  last  days  of  IVM  it  was  known 
England  that  at  the  end  of  an  uiioppoaisd  ma 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea  Shekuax  liad  receired  tba  I 
capitulatiou  of  Savannah.  The  SVeHtern  Con-  I 
federate  army  under  Hood  was  wasting  its  reduoeA  I 
strength  far  off  in  Alabama  or  Teiuiessee,  anil  I 
BsAiTKEcARD  alone,  with  20,01H)  or  30,000  men,  in-  1 
terpiified  between  the  viutoriousodvaueeof  SHitiLHAir  M 
and  the  overuiatoiied  army  uf  Ler.  Tbe  last  de-  9 
Insive  dream  of  Confederate  success  eousisted  in  I 
the  lepulse  of  an  attack  on  Wilmington  on  I 
Christmas  Daj.  Geuoral  BuTi^BU,  miHuoustrniiKf  I 
or  neglecting  the  orders  of  the  Lieutenant-GeneraJ,  I 
had  assumed  the  command,  which  hud  bea)  I 
assigned  to  a  more  competent  officer.  Tbe  Oenenl  ■ 
and  the  Admiral  quarrslled  ;  ait  attempt  to  dcatrc^  J 
the  forts  by  an  explosive  machine  resulted  in «  ' 
ludicrous  failure,  and  the  vhole  exjiediticn  ra- 
ti^rned  to  head-q  uorteis  after  EuSerinz  considerdbia 
loss.  General  GuAUt  had  judged  rightly  that  tha  , 
enterprise  wbh  practicable,  uud  three  weeks  later  h»  i 
despatched  General  Tejiby  ivith  Admiral  Poetes,  I 
who  had  comuianded  the  former  attack,  to  repait  J 
the  blunders  of  Bcitleil.  On  the  14th  of  Januarj  T 
the  feeble  gunison  of  the  outer  forts  was  compellaa  1 
to  surrender,  and  Wilmington  itself  only  awaited  I 
the  summons  of  the  Federal  General. 

The  Confederates  liad  now  lost  theil  oiii^  uWvis  ^ 
of  commu^'csfioii  with  Che  aea,  anl  l^Q  caavQAOEtM 
of  bJodkade-nmniag  vessels  was  fintilij  BM'ev'^*™**- 
i2«  aiege  o£  CiarJeaton.  which  bad  \iufteie4-  i'^ 


.eighteen   or  twenty  mouths,  had  during  tHai  tims 
«]oBed  the  port  to  foreign   trade,  and  the  entire  aeur- 
board  waa  ahout  to  puss   into   the  hasds  of  the  tiaur-  ^ 
quemrs.  Though  Chaileaton  hod  proved  impregnftbloJ 
to  an  attack  by  sea,  the  town   and   the  port  beoamsfl 
imteaable  ns  irell  as  useless   as  soon  as  an  invading 
enemy  ai'OBBsd   the  inland  lines  of  communioatioa. 
Before  Wilmington  foil   Shehmait  had  already  oont~ 
pleted  hia   iirepuralions  fnr  his  Northward  march  s 
on  the  14tk  he  was  at  BranchTille,  aiid  on  the  17tb' 
at  Wttinsborough,  nhils  Biuni-.EOA.Bi),  who  was  eooij 
afterwards    superseded    by    Jouhstos'b,   rBta'a«ta4 
rapidly  before  him.     Hia  own  (Invununent  aaoins  ta 
have   apprei^iatud    but     inipetfi^utly    the    dootiuva 
chaniuter  »f  kis  pUii   ulid   hin  tiert^nty  of  sutwefi" 
for,  in   the   course   of  Jniiiiury,  Mr.   Lusuout  bbi 
Mr,  IJi.-iiu  ••a  an  iiitoi'imil  im^ioii  to  iUoltmoa^ 
and  Hit  tbu  buf^inning  of  Felirnaiy,  iu  com|Mmy  w" 
Ml-.  f^cwAuu,  he  visited  Fortress  Moiiroa  in  pen 
for  tho   purpose  of  iiearing  the  orerturea  of  tbl 
Commissioners  who   had   lieon  anthoriied  by  th< 
Oonfederatc   GovcimniQiit  tii  treat  for  peace.     2tfri1 
Jbfvkrsoh  Davis  was  still  blinder  to  the  imtmnentl 
ruin  of  hia  cauao,  for  he  rofused   to  ocoapt  uij,] 
terms  whieh  wore  inconipntiijio   with  the  acknow- 
ledgoient  of  Southern   iudt'pendouce.      At  the   last 
moment  the  Biohmond   Oougroes  hesitated  to  arm 
the  negroes ;  and  Mr.  D.tvis  seenis  to  have  believed 
that  a  continuance   of  desultory  warfare  would  be  ,m 
possible,  evt^n  after  the  dofeat  of  tho  main  army  and  J 
the   loss    ol    the    seaports    and    the     capitaL     Aa-fl 
Beerman  adToiiccid  ttiroii^U  Georgia  and  South  audfl 
Korth  Oarolina  he  dolibeiutoly  wasted  the  countrv   I 
over  a  broadth   of  forty  or  fifty  miles,  either   with 
the  sola  purpose   of    depriWiig   tho  hostile  army  of 
future  resoDTces,  or  wit.li   the  additional  objeat  of 
forcing  the  enemy  to  seok  in  submission  relief  from 
intolerable  sufiermg.  Among  other  town8,0ollinibiB,,H 
whioh  wan  evacuated   in   the   middle  of  FebruMTjM 
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waa  destroyed  by  fire  through  accident  or  design, 
nnd  the  inhabitants  Buffered  cruelty  from  tba 
rapacity  and  violenoe  ot  the  troopa.  General 
Sherman  ia  not  supposed  to  be  cruel  in  disposition, 
and  hia  subsequent  conduct  showed  that  ho  waa  not 
influenced  by  revengeful  feelings  towards  the 
South.  His  ravages  in  Genrgia  and  the  Caiolinaa 
prove  that  the  olastic  moraUty  of  war  is  still  chiuSy 
regulated,  as  of  old,  by  the  supposed  oonveniencs 
of  the  stronger  belligerent.  Modem  philmtiiropiHta 
[Lud  optimiits  proclaim  in  vain  that  non-combatants 
are  entitled  to  immunity,  and  that  private  property 
is  sacred,  on  land  if  not  at  sea,  from  seizure  and 
wanton  destruction.  A  conquering  General  can 
always  find  an  excuse  tor  any  degree  of  severity  in 
the  wl^ed  necessity  of  inspiring  terror  or  ot  inflict- 
ing punishment.  In  the  actual  tamper  of  bia 
countrymen  General  Skkkuan  had  n  perfect 
guarantee  agajnat  censure  or  criticism,  especially 
when,  in  his  passage  through  the  State  which  bad 
first  devised  Secession,  he  mcideutalty  eJTected  the 
cotiquest  of  Charleston  anil  tho  restoration  of  th« 
Federal  flag  on  Fort  Sumter.  His  operations  had 
been  concei-ted  with  Gbant,  who  broke  up  from  hia 
lines  about  the  time  itt  which  Shekman  occupied 
Branchville,  Atier  a  sharp  struggle,  GranT  forced 
General  Lee  to  retire  on  Pc-tersburg  and  Richmond  ; 
and  on  the  lat  of  April  both  towns  were  evacuated, 
and  immediately  afterwards  Lee  was  overtaken  in 
his  retreat  and  defeated  in  hia  last  buttle.  Finding 
further  resistance  iinpnsaible,  General  Lee  proposed 
a  capitulation,  and  the  Federal  Commander-in-Chief 
wisely  and  generously  allowed  hitn  to  surrender  on 
favourable  terms,  Tlie  officers  weiu  paroled  and 
the  troops  were  allowed  to  return  to  their  homes  on 
condition  ot  submittinK  to  the  authority  of  the 
Federal  Government.  The  war  was,  in  truth, 
almost  at  an  end,  for  within  a  few  oaya  Q.eT\e-nk 
JoHHSTOKE  entered  into  a  ainulix  coti'vcin.titfnii^V'^ 
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General  SfiERMitM.    The  ooiiqu«ror  of  GeaegiA  K 
tlie  Carolinns,  howe»er,  comniitted  the  error    ..^ 
iiitrodiiciag    politieal    conditions   into    a    ntilitatj 
capiiaUtiiiii.      His     ngreemeiit    with   JnimciTONltl 
ritirpor(«d  to  restore  the  EOTereignt^  of  tlie  Becadol 
Htbtea  so  far  as  it  was  compatible  with  tha  Fedeiw 
Constitution,     No  provisioti  w;is  miide  for  tlie  abotti; 
tioii  of  slavery,  and   futi   aniuost]'  was   extended  tl 
nit  jxiliticiti  oStinces.     Mr.  Iixncoln  hiiiI  his  odviee 
properly  disavowed  this  Oonvuntion,  and 
tlint     militiu'y    ciparatiuna     ehoold     be    i 
ruuuwud,  and  Joiinijtose,  who  was  well  aw 
Siikkuak's  liboralit;  had  been  altoge^iervo 

n'undered  on  tho  teriiui  wliich   had  boon  acuordoj 
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the    troo|)s    on    either    i 
>ne  hy  one  tendered   thair   Bubniiit 
"     -  .had  left    lliol 


ley  to  the  South-West,  and  fii 
>iiiui\cd  in  (^lose  custody  a-t  Fortress   Monroe. 
CriiirtKloi-iile   militaj'y  chiefs,  with  the   exuoption  oi 
tiTo   nt'   tlifeB  who   ci'oaxed   the  Rio   Oraude  in'' 
Mi'iii^o,  H'l're,  nutwitlistandinK  thu  clamoui  of  t| 
fN(rtiiio   Rupnhlican   part^.  ajlowod.  to  reniain  ;,^ 
lilii'rty.    A  tew  priaoipiil  civiliana  were  imprisoned  ^ 
luh,  n'itii  iMre  asceptions,  tbsy  Imvo   sinoe  been  n 
loa.'iuil  ;  Slid,  to  the  honour  of  titti  (lOTBrnnient  ai 
|n!«iik  uf  V,u>  United  StiLtsB,  not  ft  drop  of  blood  h 
liitlintLi  bfen  shed  on  thosoallold   for   aujr  political 
i.llBiiuu  c.iumiiited  during  tile  \tut    Tho  viotora  ^  ' 
i>i;\'i'i'  tiri.'d  of  repenting  thst  S4cesB]Dn  was  treat 
liiit  ill  [irattii-e  they  admit  that  the  contest  w 
gyi.'wi  C'it'il  War,  iiiidertaktut  under  tlie  influenoa  oj 
chilliest  feeling    and   conducted  with  tUSUrpaBU 
eii'ii'^V  and  dating.  The  compUcencv  ot  triumphal 
Wicoea   liiLS  faviiored     tlio    pj-ovailing    feeling    l. 
geaKoaitii',  titoiiuh  tlie  iiiadaraUon  of  tha  North  ii 
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fieauliftrly  menuiiitiuu,  b»»tiHe  llie  very  matnsnt  or 
»iotovy  wae  ntddeiiHd  by  a  meUiioholy  loss  caiised 
by  an  atrocimis  crime. 

Mr.  LuTOOLN  liad  steRdily  advanced  in  tha  ooii- 
fidtiiKW  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  foroigiiarH,  whn 
liiul  doubted  the  expediency  of  eleotiiig  an  obBcure 
uanitidato  to  the  Prosidejicy,  iftiiclually  racognired 
tho  value  o(  his  sturdy  aetise  and  honest  diiactneBa 
of  purpose.  In  common  with  the  gi'sut  miiioritjr  of 
Amsrioans,  Mr.  LnrooLS  had  in  the  first  inEtanoe 
believed  that  it  would  be  impoaaiblfl,  if  not  unuoii- 
stitutional,  to  reetrain  HocsBiion  by  force.  When 
tlie  ConfederBt«  leader*  preoipitafed  u.  oollision  for 
the  imrpoM  of  enlisting  tlia  border  Htates  in  their 
quarrel  Mr,  Lincolk  aooept«d  the  challenge,  though 
ho  imperfectly  imderatood  the  danger  and  the  great- 
iiess  of  the  crisiH.     Once    engaged    in   civil  war,  he 


opponent  of  slavery,  he  nevertheless  declared  that  ' 
by  protecting  the  institution,  or  by  destroying  it, 
i>x  by  leaving  it  aloua  b>  would,  if  pouible,  pealaiiu 
the  Uaoediug  States  to  their  allegiance.  At  a  lat«r 
period,  tttider  the  ixinvictioii  tlutt  hit  otiieot  conid 
only  be  attRiiied  by  the  abolition  of  slaveiy,  h* 
issued  his  questionable  and  inoperative  proclama- 
tinn  against  slnveholiii.'i's  who  persisted  in  rebellion. 
Un  more  than  ono  ocomion  he  endeavoured  to  nogo- 
tinto  n  peace  on  condition  that  the  war  should  be 
discontinued,  and  it  was  well  nuderatood  that  »n 
auniosty  without  eicej.tion  wnnid  bo  offtrod  to  tlie 
Oonfederato  chiefs.  His  re-election  by  an  iivor- 
wh«lmin<;  majority  in  tlie  antumn  of  IMA 
Btreiigtheiied  his  po«tion  by  the  proof  that  hia 
jjolioy  waa  seconded  by  the  people  ;  y»t  his  slioit 
inautmral  address  nn  comtnencing  hia  second  term 
of  olBoe  on  the  4th  of  March  whs  free  from  evarv 
traoB  ot  Ttnity  or  prasumption.  In  quaint  o,'^ 
melancholy  Isn^ajje  Mr.  Lmcoui  i»qI««uA,  wi 
1.1 
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1,  that  the  fiufferlngB,  of 


hehalf   of   the   entii'a 

which  he  aeemed   not  to  antictpste  the  aarlj  cIacc, 
were   Ugitimate     rtsulta    of    the    inunt«iiariue    of 
Fiavorj-  by  the  South,  and   of   its   toleration  by  th*  J 
Federal   body.     Without   insalt  or    resentment  to  I 
opponents,  he  declared  the   neoeuity  of  continuing, a 
the  cont«it  until   the  original   evil   and   its  conKe^'fl 
(jaences  had   been   finally    uprooted.     A    Puritan  .1 
gravity,  untaint«d  by  fanatic  aiTO^noe,well  becAiutt^ 
the  last  public  utterance  of  a  patriotic  ruler,  vrhom  •] 
ooouion  had   elevated  into  a  stateaman.     A  month.] 
later  Mr.  IiLNODlm  Tisited   the   head-tjuarten  of  tii*,'l 
victorious  army  of  Richmond,  and   on  the  14th  of  J 
April  he  was  murdered   fay  an  obtoure  Bdventomr,  J 
named   Bootb,  in  a  theatre  at  Washington.     ThatH 
sMassin,  an  actor  by  profsBaion    and   a  Confederata^r 
in  tympnthiei,  cumbined  the   kindred  oharactors  ofd 
an   imiirincipled  zealot   and  aihiatrionic  charlatan.  J 
The   bombastic    estraTagance    of    language  whiclill 
delights   vulgar   Americtms,  when  traiiBlatfid    into 
action,  readily  asBUmee  the   form  of  melodramatia . 
crima.     Booth's  solitary  virtue,  personal   couragB,   j 
enabled  liim  to  strike  the  blow  before  an  ustoniahed  | 
audience,  tind,  but  for  an  accident,  ho  laight  pro- 
bably have   ejected   hia  escajie.     He   was    shortly   j 
nfterirardB  overtaken  an<l   killed   by   awkirard   <: 
limid  officers   of   justice,  and   three  or  four  of  h  _ 
accomplices  were  subsequently  executed  by  sentencs   I 
of  a  Court-martial.     The   keeper  of  th«  Confederate  .  I 
military  prison     at    Anderson ville,    coMvioted    ofi] 
heinous  cruelty  to  Borthom  prisoners  of  war,  is  the   f 
only  person,  eicept  the  murderers  of  Mr.  Lwcolx, 
who   has  Buflbred   capital    punishment.     The   con- 
spiratoTs  had  meditated  the  asaasetDation  of  several   ] 
members  of  the   Government,  and    one    of    theit.  I 
number  inflicted  severe    injuries  on  Mr.  Sbwabd, 
who  was  already  sufiering  from  the  consBquences  of    < 
an  accident,  and  on  his  son, who  attempted  to  arrest   i 
the  murderer.    The  viotimi  of  the  asaault  bava 


Happily,  recovered,  end  the  absurd  hope  of 
_.ging  the  Federal  admiDiBtration  and  policy 
1  neoMearily  duMppnintod.     Mr.  Andrew  Johb-  _ 


GOM,  formerly  Senator   for   TnnnesBee,  and  recentljj 
elected  Vice-President,   immediately   aflaiimed,  ar 
carding  to  constitutional   low,   the   vacant   Ptm 
dwicy  ;  and  paBsionate   charged   of   complicity  pn. 
f erred  against  some  Confederate   leaden  in  the  Grsffl 
burst  of  grief   and   indignation,  were   at  oiica   dia-^ 
proved  l^  the  argument  that   the  South  was  deeply^ 
interested  in , preserving  the  life  of  a  FREsinEmJU 
vlio  WM  certain  to  practise  clemency  and  modei»^ 
tion.    Mr.  Johnson  was  not  equally  trusted  by  UiM 
advocates  of  a  temperate  policy,  for,  being  the  onljfl 
coDspicuouB  Southern  opponent  of  Becesaion,  ha  hifw 
eafiered  personally  during  the  war.  and  as  Military 'I 
Govemop    of    TenneMee    ha    had   maintained  the 
Federal  authority  with  a  high-handed   disregard   oJ 
onlinarv  law.     The    general   anxiety  ivas  increawd 
bv  an  ill-judged  offer  of  a  reward  for  the  capture  of 
mi,   JsFFEU^oN   Dav18,    and    of    some   prominent 
Southern  politicians,  whom   the   PKBstufiNT  hastity.w 
and  uniustly  accused  of  participation  in  the  recent  I 
murder.     When,  however,  the  first  excitement  wai 
over,    Mr.  Jdhkson'   recovered   his   self-possesstooj 
And  hs  hai  since   devotud   all   his  efforts  to  the  n 
iteration   of   internal   harmony  and  oi'der.     Whi] 
the  «xtreme      Republicans,    represented    by    Mrjl 
Ckasles  Suunbr  and  Mr.  Thaddeus  Stevens,  havi*^ 
demanded   that  the  Confederacy  should  be  treat« 
u  a  conquered   country,  and  while  journaliste  am 
orators   have  clamoured   for   the   blood  of  Genen 
Lb£  and  of   otlier   defeated  heroes  of  the  war,  i' 
President   has    invit«d   the    Southern    States    __ 
reiume   their  Federal  rights  and   duties   an  tenui  ^ 
wbieb,  although   they  are   unpalatable   to  the   cMi'    _ 
qnered    party,   are    neither    unpolitic  nor   uniiut.  41 
General  Lee  and  his  comrades    have  never  oei 
piftctically  moleated,  and  Mr,  Johnson  appears  o 
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t[>  peisist  in  hia  originiJ  inUtDtion  of  confiieating 
thu  oatates  of  the  riclier  Soulhem  propriaUirs,  for 
tliii  purpose  of  eUeotiDg,  W  tVie  sub-divisian  of  luocl 
mill  thti  imtnigratiou  al  Horth«m  aettleri,  »  *oeid 
And  political  rerobition.  He  hns  re<|Direil  from 
i^ta,t6  CoHventiouB  and  Iie^ialiLtnreg  the  repudiation 
of  the  otdinauoe  of  Secaisian  and  of  the  Confederate 
debt,  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  protection  fot 
the  frecdioen,  and  the  adoption  of  Uia  Conititu- 
tional  Bknicndment  W  which  elarerj  will  be  pro- 
hibited iJirougliDut  the  Union.  The  oonoeMion  ol 
the  Buffrage  to  the  negroea  Uea,  in  th«  PuBaiCEN-i'a 
opinion,  within  the  uadusire  competence  of  tht  • 
Bovetal  ii^tate^,  ajid  probably,  as  a  former  slave- 
uwuer,  he  disbidieveB  in  the  posaible  equality  of  Um 
tivu  laioea.  HIb  exai'tions  to  restore  the  Union  hava, 
t)ius  far,  not  fully  BUcomKlud,  and  the  B«publi«u) 
majority  in  Congou  eacludes  the  SoutJieru  mnaton 
aiicl  roproseotatives  from  botli  Houses,  i)Oth  hy 
Bijjouiiiing  the  oonaidciiLtion  of  their  clnimB,  nnd  1^ 
titnintaining  »n  uuootistit.ulioDol  t«st-o(ith  whioh  no 
lioneul  Soulbeni  uiuiiibcr  vim  nccept.  It  may  b« 
ci-iiilliteutly  foretold  tinA  (liu  biurtut'  will  ultintatolj 
ho  withdrawn,  for  iho  aonaisteut  snpporten  of  tlM 
I-'eJernl  UoTci-nmont  nre  inore  deeply  interested 
thalk  their  coui)uu[<*d  o)^uneuta  in  tlio  tinaJ  loitom-  ■ 
tioii  o£  tho  Union.  Delay  may,  perhupH,  be  rosson* 
able,  but  pemuuiont  exclusion,  or  government  bj  > 
liiciil  minorities,  would  he  utterly  inconsistent  irit^ 
AmuiiMii  iaatitutioni.  Tlio  inlluanco  and  the  *ast 
I'owur  of  the  Vriwuiest  will  be  eiercisad  on  thq  i 
Bida  of  I'uicuiimlialioii,  ;ind  it  will  be  imposHibla  tc 
enlist  the  hulk  of  the  Northetn  pupiilii,tioa  in  ■ 
ci'UBHile  on  hohulf  of  the  negro. 

The  people  of  tlie  free  Stutee  feal   natural  eic 
ttnu  in  thd  triumphant   concluBlou   of  tlia  war,  on^ 
in  the  conicioiisiieas  of  the  vast  resources  whick 
tber  have    employed    in    the    uueqaal   <lru(RlA  f 
JUthoagb  the  auiaoiat  ol  the  umy  wert  out  oTaU 
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iporoon  to  iti  Bxploits,  tha  troopa  which  vera 
timo  to  time  aotually  engaged  displayed 
.table diaoipline  and  remarkable T.iJour.  There-  | 
1h  of  labour  and  of  enterprise  are  lo  large  ii 
inioua  of  the  Republic  that  a  million  of  ua-..J 
iiioned  olScer*  and  sohliers  have  been  at  01 
Lbaorbed  in  tlio  mass  of  tlia  working  and  trading  I 
population.  The  rerenue,  if  t,ixatioa  is  majntainea  I 
at  its  present  level,  nill  be  aufficiuDt,  uftec  covering  I 
the  expenses  of  Government  and  the  interest  of  ttwi 
debt,  to  provide  a  large  margin  aa  a,  linking  fund  J 
for  the  futura  relief  of  the  coiumuniiy.  A  tiiousandl 
million*  sterling  have  been  spent,  of  whiclt  Bixfl 
hundred  millioni  have  been  borrowed  bj  tUsM 
Federal  GarerDinont,  and  yot  tho  prospeiit^  of  thsfl 
country  ia  proof  against  a  burden  whicli  laaggravatetf  ■■ 
by  a  corrupt  and  monstrous  tariS'of  Ougtoms.  Us*  J 
limited  territory,  fertilized  by  univeraal  industry, T 
leaves  a  smaller  portion  of  human  ills  in  Amcirioftl 
than  in  Europe  for  Presidents  and  Congreasea  to  ] 
cause  or  cure.  Like  luoky  adventurers  in  privat^B 
life,  the  aitixens  of  the  Sbitea  attribute  to  the  meriif 
of  tliair  own  institutiona  the  fortune  of  which  all  J 
men  before  and  since  the  time  of  Hbuod  have  been  1 
unwilling  to  give  God  the  glory.  Slure  impartial  I 
judges  readily  allow  the  practical  sagacity  which  1 
diipensss  in  ordinary  times  with  oHicial  inte^  I 
ference,  and  in  momenU  of  danger  supports  thv  I 
Qovemmeat  with  the  irresistible  force  of  unanimity.  I 
It  is  also  satisfactory  to  observe  tlmt  the  bluator  I 
of  newspapers  and  orators  is  habitually  counter-  f 
Italamced  oy  the  good  sense  of  a  people  whioh  I 
understands  that  verbal  atironti  are  less  culpabla  1 
■nd  less  dangerous  than  actual  wrongs.  ThemenacM  I 
(iS  a  war  with  England,  to  be  undertaken  in  reveiiga  I 
iperfect  sympathy  as  soon  as  the  Federal  1 
armies  were  at  leisure,  have  steadily  and  rapidly  I 
lided  UDoe  tha  oonclusion  of  Uia  ciiil  c<vcftj»i!v  J 
PaiaiDiwx.  ia  Iiii  lata  m.ouaa.0  \»  Qoa^jLUV 
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contented  himself  witli  a  repetition  of  Mr.  Seward'3 
hackneyed  protest*  ogaiiut  the  an  avoidable  reoogni- 
tionot  Oonfaderate  bell igerencjiwhieh  was  borrowed 
by  England  and  Franco  from  ths  GoTeniment  of 
Washington.  No  lensible  or  honoat  AniBrican 
either  wisiiea  for  war  or  bulieves  that  it  ia  due  to 
the  nationaZ  honour.  There  is  arery  reason  to  hopo 
that  the  United  Statas  wQl  deal  sucoeasfully  with 
the  problem  of  internal  reconBtmation,  and  that  tiut 
people  will  re-snter  on  ■  career  of  material  improve- 
ment aod  expansion. 

The  good  lease  of  the  American  Goveroineat 
has  been  shown  by  its  neiitralit^'  in  Mexican  afhirs. 
The  establishment  by  a  French  army  of  an  Austrian 
Emperor  in   the  neighbouring   Republic  was  pro- 
foundly disaCTeeahle  to   the  people   cf  the  United 
States  ;  but  Maximilian  I.  has  obtained  possession 
ot  the  greater  part  of  the  Mesican  fcrritory,  and  ha 
reigns  ostensibly  with   the   consent  of  subjects  who 
coiSd  by  no  possibility  have  changed  theii  prerioua 
Government  for  the  worse.  The  Filksidbnt  has  not 
onlv  refused  to  recognize  the  Meiioan   Empire,  but 
he  nos  lately  accredited  a  new  Minister  to  the  ex> 
President  Jdasez,  who  still   maintains  a  desultory 
contest   in   some   of  the  remoter   proTinces.     Mon 
acrtive   opposition  to   the   intrusive   dynasty  wonld    , 
involve   a   quarrel   with    France  ;    and    Americaa 
stateamen  are  convinced  t1i»t  their  object  wiU  uitt-    ' 
mately  be   attained   by  the   spontaneous  collapse  of    I 
an   exotic  system.     It  is  known   that  the  Mcxicaa    I 
enterprise   is   unpopular  in   France,  although    the 
Emperor  Napoleon  would  be  sustained  by  the  army    i 
and  the  people   in   resistance   to  foreign  dictation.    ! 
During  ^e  last  Session  of  the  Legislative  Body  the 
French  Ministers   announced   the  early  withdrawal 
of  the  army  which   suppotta  the   Mexican  Throne 
Bod  the  Government  of  the  Un\\B4?)\t'»ft  am^Satt   I 
Co  iro/epatfenUyfor  the   tilfitocBt  crt  ftv«  iftcn^,  ■ 
?»©  Buccem   of  the   French.  'E^n^D*:?'  «.\\aJ4fc« 
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expemne&t  noald  b«  highl}'  Batdsfactoiy,  for  i 
country  long  subjected  to  anarchy  the  estab]ish-' 
ment  of  order  muit  precede  the  enjoyment  of  I 
EreBdom.  The  Emparor  MAXraitiiir  is  uie  enemy  I 
of  highway  robbers  and  the  active  patron  of  eduo»-  1 
tioQ,  and  his  firmness  in  repressing  prieatly  usurpa-  f 
tion  has  alrea<ly  earned  for  hun  the  censure  of  I 
Rume.  His  prospects,  however,  are  not  briUian^^l 
for,  after  the  departure  of  the  French  contingent  r 
he  can  only  maintain  his  position  by  the  aid  of  ■  il 
large  and  disciplined  force,  which  lie  naa  no  present  I 
means  of  paying.  In  Mexico  order  would  produos 'I 
Bccnmnlation  of  wealth,  and  money  would  provida ' 
a  sufficient  force  to  establish  order  ;  but  tlie  dtffi- ' 
culty  is  to  find  a  point  from  which  the  neceasary' I 
circle  might  commence.  An  additieaal  element  of  i 
nncertainty  is  fcFund  in  the  want  of  direct  heirs  to '  I 
the  Imperial  Crown.  In  default  of  lineal  succes 
the  BxpeKOfi  is  said  to  have  adopted  the  8< 
Colonel  Iturbidh,  who  many  years  ago  aaBumod  for'  I 
a  short  time  the  title  of  Einperor  of  Meiico. 
no  aaffociationi  of  personal  achievements  or 
national  greatness  attach  to  tlie  name  of  iTlntBlDB^  '  j 
it  is  doubtful  whether  Mexican  loyalty  will  b»'i 
indnced  to  acquiesce  in  an  arbitrary  nomimition, '  I 
The  only  hereoitary  Sovereign  on  the  American 'L 
Continent  belong*  to  the  old  Royal  House  ot'l 
Bbaoasza.  a  connexion  with  the  family  of'l 
HiPSBtma  is  not  less  attractive  to  the  im^natior 
but  it  is  difficult  to  attribute  a  divine  right  to 
CotTZi  or  an  Itubbidb.  The  Meiioan  Empire  mai 
perhaps,  not  survive  its  first  incumbent,  but  a  lift 
estate  in  a  throne  is  generally  reducible  to  a  still^ 
more  precarious  tenure.  If  the  French  enterpriw  ' 
fails,  the  United  States  will,  sooner  or  later,  uwiat-  •, ' 
take  the  permanent  pacification  ot  MeiACO  b.iA  "fi 
d^rehprneiit  "f  its  reaourceB.  Ab  aTmeifiAlwsTi '"O'* - 
involve  the  ndmiesion  of  th«Mcwca.is  pcm'^'*''^'^^ ''** 
■  ^Ao   Opvernment    ot  ttws  \Jmo^^^wtt- 
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tectonita   over  a  de|i«iidBDt  lt«pablu  will  probAblj 

be  [iraferrvd  to  b.  isizur*  of  territory.  An  Xnerluaa 
Bufiident,  sunpgrtod  by  k  aufiideat  force,  would 
inointuii  oidei  aa  aSectually  ma  an  £mp«roi  a 
King. 

SistaDoa  »nd  comparatiTa  indiSerancs  to  tha  , 
ambitiou  of  a  State  lesa  powerful  than  France  hava  1 
liithcrto  preventod  the  GoTemment  of  the  United 
Statu  from  interfering  with  the  rutlcu  proiK 
ingB  of  Spain  in  various  parts  of  South  Amer  __ 
Marshal  N*kv^.kk,  understanding  th»  inexpediency 
of  attempting  to  recover  fragments  of  the  lost 
Colonial  Empire  of  Spain,  abandoned,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  the  nnprofitabla 
Sovereignty  of  San  Llomingo,  and  ha  also  coooluded 
a.  peace  wiUi  Peru  on  receiving  a  oonaiderahle  budi 
dF  money  in  diEcluir^s  of  Bpaniah  claima,  Hia  mio- 
M'SHor  in  the  Ministry,  Marshal  O'Donnell,  hai, 
without  any  iiitelli|(ible  motiTs,  fomented  a  teinal 
dispute  with  Chili  into  a  war,which  out  bring  Spain 
ndthor  honour  nor  ndvanbiga  The  substantial 
cltargo  againtt  the  llepubhc  of  Chili  is  that  it 
favoured  the  causa  of  Peru,  and  the  PeruTiana,  wha 
hnve  klely  completed  oue  of  tlieir  cuBtomaty  irevolu' 
tions,  would  probably,  if  the  war  prooeedod,  adopt 
in  turn  the  causa  of  Chili.  Conquest  of  the  vaal 
PaciGo  seaboard  is  evidently  impossible,  and  the :' 
convenience  of  a  war  ia  fidt  as  senaiblv  by  forei 
traders  a«  by  the  exporter*  of  Soutn  Americ  . 
produce.  The  geod  efficei  of  England  and  France 
ivill  probably  result  in  a  pacification,  and  if  Spanish 
Minister!*  are  well  advised  they  will  find  a  sufficient 
opening  for  their  energies  in  domestio  and  colonial 
administration.  The  close  of  the  American  War 
and  the  liberation  of  the  Southern  negroes  have  at 
lust  induced  the  Spanish  Government  to  oontidei 
the  crime  and  the  scandal  of  a  slave  trade  which  in 
all  ibe  world  finds  no  outlet  but  Porto  Bico  and 
CaiiA    Ji  the  auppresBion  oi  lUeWw^iA^it«S&&» 
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effocted,  theinititutioD  of  &laver7  ilaelf  will  soon  . 
^liahed  or  remodelled.  In  dBftiult  of  tin*  impiTtaifl 
tion  of  ablebodied  negroes  from  Afripn,  bUvo  lobrtOrW 
will  perhspa  not  be  found  the  ch^api-st  JnstriiTiKinll 
toi  producing  nugor.  It  iaalBo  c<?rtain  tliiit  Anici'ii'W  J 
hunmnity  and  ambition  will  ondai^gfr  tlK>poaiioBaJOn  V 
ot  ft  Blave  SGttiement  in  the  Merionn  Oulfbyil 
FoTeJKn  Power,  Tho  proposed  diacontinuiinw  nt  I 
the  Have  trade  indicates  a  pnidont  forcajght  wliiok  I 
is  not  habitually  diBpUyud  in  tbu  conduct  Of:] 
Bpaniili  atDdrs.  Many  faomatics  may,  howovor,  19 
explained  by  the  citroiiio  atrugglu  betireoii  H 
InteUigent  Minister  and  a  corrupt  aai  loaciioDargM 
Court.  MarahaJ  U'DoNHKi.t.  has  triumphed  OTOta 
the  eoolcBiaBtical  cabal  by  rue«gnixing  the  Kingdoufl 
of  Italy  in  deiiance  of  tiie  remonstraDCM  of  ^"■Jkfl 
and  of  tlio  lets  acrtoua  reclamations  of  Austm.  If  fl 
U   auorted  that   the   dynaily  of   tho   CJCEKK   iaf8| 


daiigc 


but  it  is   difficult    to    balievo    that   i 


civil  war.     The  financoa   i 

and  the  obdurate   i 

obligations  atill  excludou  SpanUb  aeouritiei  ti  ._ 

the    Money-markets    of     Europ*.       Thu    gTOwingl 

prospects   of   the   country   are,    nevertheleas,  onqf  V 

temporarily  interrupted,  and   tli*  intri^as  of  tM  I 

Pttlaca  are  more  toI«nbte  than  a  rsrolutitn  or  k  wK  I 


isly  euiburrassed.1 
refusal     to    discharge    nktionufl 


While  the  French  Empire  ha«  enjoyed  *  year  of  ■ 
commercial  prosperity  and  material  pTOgran,  itt  fl 
GoTernment  has  not  found  occasion  for  any  active  fl 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  Europe.  The  debatat'l 
of  the  Legislatire  Body  were  nnusoany  animat«^  M 
and  it  is  supposed  that  additional  opportoniti^  ci  | 
political  disciissioa  will  heroafter  be  conceded  • 
Dutial  approximation  to  ■  Parliamentary  system.  ^ 
The  Bupkbok's  characteriatio  actiTvl^  \ia»\>w!&  &»f 
played  in  aa  official  Fiait  to  Algeci&,  «\^ti  ^»  '^~ 
'-  -'   •--■-    --     {  Q^t  xxia  irtf4*t»t* 


Mnotd  bha  ia  tiu  btlief  I 
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Mahomedau  aubjecta  will  be  moat  effeotaftll;  pro- 
moted hy  a  BeporSito  orsanization.  In  a  [>amphlet 
lie  hai  siDca  written  he  proposas  that  tlio  Arab* 
ihall  funiUh  France  with  soldiers,  and  that  they 
shall  receive  civilization  in  return.  A  revolt  vhich 
afterwards  broke  out  on  tlie  borders  a{  the  Desert 
Beems  to  have  been  unimportant ,  as  it  h  already 
Buupresaed.  The  virtual  admission  that  Algerian 
celoniziktion  has  failed  ia  unpopular  in  Franoe,  bat 
the  plan  which  the  Eupesok  has  borrowed  front  tba 
Anglo- Indian  system  of  administi'ation  will  pro- 
bably receive  an  eiperimental  trial.  A  amtJl  re- 
duction in  the  army  has  been  effected  with  a 
icruptilous  hesitation,  which  shows  that  tlie  Oo- 
vumnieiit  is  treading  ou  delicate  ground.  The 
deiiiacids  of  the  semce  are  already  diminialied  by 
the  retuiTi  of  a  portion  of  the  garrison  of  Rome, 
and  it  ii  certain  that  the  EMPBBoit  intends  to 
execute  to  the  letter  the  convention  of  1804.  The 
Italian  Government  has  prudently  and  honourably 
dischu^ed  its  own  correlative  engagements.  In  the 
middle  of  February  the  Kisa  left  Turin,  and  the 
Court  and  Parliament  are  now  finally  settled  in  the 
new  capital  of  Florence.  The  second  general  elec- 
tion for  the  entire  kingdom  took  place  during  the 
autumn  without  interruption  of  trantiuillity.  He 
Moderate  Liberals  have  still  a  large  majority  over 
all  other  Parliamentary  sections,  but  General 
DzLLA  Mabmoba's  Administration  has  resigned  in 
eonaeqnenoe  ot  the  unpopularity  of  its  project  of 
additional  biKation.  The  embarrassment  o!  th* 
finances  ia  atiU  extreme,  and  the  Minister,  although 
lie  proposed  a  heavy  tax  upon  floui',  w.ls  unable  to 
cover  tlie  deficiency  of  bia  balance- sheet  for  the 
year.  The  large  reductions  in  the  army,  which  can 
alone  furnish  permanent  relief,  are  still  unpalatable 
to  the  ruling  party.  As,  however,  no  Ital'- 
etatesman  aenousiy  meditates  aiia.tt»A.OTi  k>Mto 
tie  ooarictioix   wiJl   gradusllv  apreai  -Ci^ai,  ■to^^^«itt  J 
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wealtb  and  fitcol  oolvenoy  inoreu*  nation&l  atretwflfl 
mora  effectually^  thftn  a  great  military  eataUlU''^ 
inent,     Elxcessive  taxation  is  eipaciully  injurioUB  to  1 
A  country  which  atill  includes  a  •liaa.Seated  minuri^. 
The  clerical  pai'ty  can  use  no  arguiiiunt  agu.'    ' 
Itikliaa  unity  ho  forcible,  or  rather   so   popular, 
the  proof  tlut  the  iiavi  Kingdom  a  more  expensin 
than  the  pi'incipalitiea  which  it   superseded,     f      ' 
anxiety  woa   caused   during   the   sunuuer  by  a: 
formal  negotiation  with  Rome  conducted  on  b<     . 
of  the  Kcio  by  Signor  Vbobzzi.  The  object  deairq 
was  the  restoration  of  exiled   Bishops   to  their  aet 
and  the  supply  of  numerous   episcopal   vacancieiv'l 
The   PoPK   was   undoubtedly  influenced   by  a   coB<f 
scientiuus  de«ire  to  preseive  the  organization  of  tlM  1 
Church  ;  but  liis  demands  were   incompatible  witn  I 
the  dignity  and  independence  of  Italy,  utid  the  dis-  I 
cuBbion   ended   without   practical   result.     Aa    the  J 
Parliament  is  about  to  suppress  monasteries,  aud  to  I 
readjust  •cclesiontical   iticomoa,  there  appears  t<  ''~ 
little   probabilihr   tliat    the    uegotiations    will    __ 
reneweH.     In   the   oSioial   reoosnitiou  accorded  b;  j 
Spain  and  by  some   of   the  smaller  Gemuin  Slatea,   I 
tlie   Italian   Kingdom   fioda   fresh   pruofs  that  iti   | 
establisbineut   has  ceased  to  be  regu^ed  as  a  men   I 
experiment.  Tlie  withdrawal  of  the  foreign  garrisi»   I 
from  Home  will  remove  a  riaible  sign  of  tlie  Frenoll   I 
patrojaage   which   may,  perhaps,  in   realily  be  still   1 
Beoesiary  to  the  security  of  tlie  Kingdom,     Ar 
incidental  odvuitage  has  arisen  from  the  olionge  k 
the  reiienation   of   M.  De  Mbbodb   of   hia  ofiica  M   J 
Papal  Minister  of  War.     His  successor  has  adopted  I 
a  new  policy  towards  the  brigaada  on  the   southern   1 
frontier,  who  now  find,  to  their   astonishment,  thai 
Einoe  the  withdrawal  of  the   French   outposts  th^    1 
ezploita  are  no  longer  approved  or  tolerated  by  tha     ^^ 
officars  of  the  Holy  See.  '"^ 

In  Oerauuiy  the  ambitious  deuEoa  (A  Ocia¥T\nKisc& 


Miniatat  ^re   bean     rewarded    li^    i\iaii'Wtv>K^*&. 
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success.     The   Liberal     mnjarity,   indeed,    In    tM   I 
Mouse  of   Deputiei,  r«jected   the  overtures  of  the   j 
Kuro,   taA   tb«   S««aion   terminated   withsut   tttiy 
B[ipronoh    to     reconciliation  ;    but     lat«r    in     the 

Sfar    Uio    PniBsian    membera     of    th«   nentinn 
_  ational  Union   refused    to    attend   the    meeting   I 
of  tbv    body    at  fraiikfort,   on  the    ground    that   J 
the     oommoB     object     would    b«    beat     attained   ( 
by   tiio   confirmation   of   Pi-assian  siipramaoy.     In 
spit*   of   th«    unpopularity    of  his   domestic    pro- 
ceedings,   Count    Bihmaklik    has    represented  th< 
nation^  policy  of  his  oounti'ymaD.     Ha   has  iroiuA-   I 
qiiontly   b«i>ii   eoabWI  to   treat  with    undiiguiseJ  1 
contempt  th*  remonatiiuiHa  of  then'       "'  ' 


wako  of  Frussia.     The   title   of  the  AtrevHTEintORfl 
family,  whioU   daring  the  Danish  war  was   treated   I 
by  all  Germany  as  valid,  has  been  utterly  di»r»-  I 

firded,  avd  the  Duchios  are  supposed  to  have  I 
oeome  by  right  ef  conquest  the  unenoumbered  I 
property  ef  the  two  great  (Jernian  Powers.  By  a  1 
convention  conaluded  at  Haatein  it  baa  been  ar-  I 
ranged  that  Sahluswi^  shall  be  in-oTisionBlly  t 
(.■Dverned  by  Prussia,  wliile  Holatfitu  is  intrusted  ta  I 
the  stdmiuistiatioD  of  Austria.  Tlio  PrnMian  Go-  I 
Tevnnient  has,  however,  seonred  tlie  permanent  I 
control  both  of  the  port  of  Kiel  and  of  the  projeoted  I 
cMiiti  which  is  to  unii»  tlie  North  Sea  wiUi  th«  ] 
Baltic,  For  the  moment  Pnissiaa  influence  ii  1 
paramount  in  Uei'mauy,  and  Bitvarift  And  Saxony  ] 
liavtt  Bkovn  their  initittiBn  on  account  of  the  su^  j 
]ioH«d  abdication  of  its  functioaa  by  Austria  in  theu  | 
lec'gnition  of  tlie  Kisgdom  oF  Italy. 

It  ia  not  jmpcobabla  tliat  the  Kmperor  Feanci 

Jasupji  JjM  tempoi-arily  wfthdrfc-aft  bii  attmtion  ] 

/irrnt  Geno&B  tSui*  in  pittttt»oo"  ^^  9.»\»te«o»KM«|B 

/foUoy  whhh  may  perhape  t»-B»Uite\\fe  ^'**^^^J!!!2'°'^ 

forttiiea  of  A  iirtrii.     *£•  twea**^^"*  *^««'* 
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tion  irhich  was  ciaated  bj^  the  Patent  of  1800  linii 
for  &va  f  eari  been  odminiatoroil  in  good  faitli,  nnd 
to  (he  laUsfactiou  of  the  German  dominionB  of  Clis 
C&OWM,  In'M.  SciiUEKLiNQ  0*  hlinitfter  of  State. 
Aitar  tha  fttilura  of  the  AbaoIuti«m  of  his  youth ,  the 
EitPEBOB  itncorelf  doiirod  to  find  himself  at  tlia 
head  of  a  united  Constitutional  Monarchy.  The 
difieronco  of  races,  however,  and  of  inKtitutiona 
renduiud  the  auccesii  of  the  experiment  iiiipoaaiblE'. 
The  Folsa  of  Galida,  the  Czechs  of  Bohemia,  and 
the  Slavonic  tribes  on  the  Turkish  frontier  resented 
the  prodojninance  «f  the  Germans  in  the  Counuil  of 
the  Bmpire  )  and,  abciva  all,  the  Hungarians,  with 
Bound  politicftl  instinct,  refused  to  surrender  their 
anoestial  liberties  in  exoliange  for  any  neff'fangled 
franchtsei  which  could  be  granted  at  the  t^ciuiure 
of  the  Okowh.  a.  Parhament  t*  whioh  the  kingdom 
of  Uungaiy  steadily  refused  to  send  representatives 
would,  even  if  other  non-Grertnan  provincas  hnd 
been  oatisfitid,  hare  finally  rendered  impoasibla  tha 
union  whiclk  it  was  intendod  to  create  an-ong  the 
different  portions  of  the  Empire.  The  ticBMEBUNa 
Ministry  was  cousequently  remoTed  from  ofilce, 
and  a  new  Cabinet,  with  M.  Bklckroi  at  its  head, 
announced  tlie  purpose  of  the  Emfekob  to  recogime 
by  an  entire  change  of  polioy  tlia  foder*!  character 
of  bia  csmplez  monarchy,  ISy  an  irregular  eiarcise 
of  power,  only  to  be  excnsod  by  public  nacaasity, 
the  Ehpebor  aitspended  the  Constitution  of  ISliU  ; 
and  immediately  afterwards  he  aummoned  the 
Hungarian  Diet,  and  proclaimed  his  Intention  of  at 
lost  taking  the  oatha  which  wiU  enable  him  to  be 
crowned  King  of  Hungary.  The  meaaure  haa  been 
differently  judged  in  the  numerous  Provindal  Diets 
which  have  lately  met  in  the  various  dominions  at 
the  Austrian  Caown,  The  rapi«Hut«.tvtc&  til 'Con 
German  Frorinaet  argue,  with  irtWia^i.H.a  Vyft\!i. 
e/iat  a  Constitution  is  by  its  verj  na.tyit»  \\\cw^~'"^'* 
of  Jee^  auaoeniioa  :  but  thePolw,  t\ift  &JBaW«»*- 
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t,nd  tile  outljica  ncea,  without  exception,  applaud 
the  determination  of  the  Bupekok  to  reEpect  the 
ligbtA  and  traditioDB  of  all  his  heterogeneona  bodies 
of  Bubjeots.  His  negotiation  with  the  Hunearianr 
lias  thus  far  proceeded  with  uninterrupted  harmony. 
The  Austrian  amenta  in  tbe  South-Eaatem  Pro- 
vinces liave  been  instructwl  to  promobt  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power  the  rennion  of  the  Slavonic 
depeoidencieB  with  the  Hungwian  Cbows,  and  in 
his  address  to  the  Diet  the  Kino  has  frankly 
aclinowledffed  the  continuity  of  Hungarian  riKhtk 
und  the  validity  of  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  which, 
defines  the  relations  of  the  nation  to  its  electpd  | 
dynaaty.  The  Diet  is  ftBked  to  modify  by  its  own 
autbority  those  disputed  laws  of  1848  which  were 
long  supposed  at  Vienna  to  have  been  Abrogated  by 
the  Austaian  conquest  of  the  following  year.  If 
Frajjcih  Joseph  is  willing  to  consent  to  the  demand 
that  a  Ministry  shall  be  established  for  the  affairs 
of  the  Kingdom,  no  further  impediment  will  delay 
the  coronation  on  which  his  legitimate  sovereignty 
depends.  When  their  own  rights  are  assartsd, 
Hungarian  statesmen  will  fully  understand  that  tha 
Bubj6ct3  of  the  same  Sovereign  must  necessarily  ba 
united  by  some  legal  or  practical  bond.  Although 
there  can  be  no  Supreme  Parliament  for  the  entire 
Monarchy,  Hungaiy  may  rncogniste  the  utility  of 
the  Council  of  the  Empire  for  federal  purposes,  and 
in  reference  to  foreijin  policy.  If  the  Empekos 
Bucfweds  in  concentrating  in  his  own  person  the 
loyalty  and  confidence  of  all  his  subjects,  his  tone 
and  attitude  in  Germany  will  soon  he  entirely 
changed.  The  weaknew  and  vaiallation  of  Austria 
have  been  the  natural  consequence  of  Hungarian 
disaffection,  and  the  coronation  nt  Pesth  wiil 
announce  the  revival  of  one  of  the  great  European 
Powerw.  In  consistency  witti\v.wtownAwi\vi,»».d. 
ia  MBtidpativB  et  recoveieA  inieowtABiK*,  '&» 
.ZUoxsos  iiM   pardoDBd  ill  ttiaG*Svc«»wn«««*2 


who  hsd  been  charged  with  complicitjin  the  Polish 
ineurreotion.        RusBian      inwigwos      among      the 
Ruthenian  peasantry  of  Galicia  are  Bupposed  i 
hav9  furniahed  a  reason  for  a   practicsl    proteat    ' 
against   the   unsparing    severitj    which    has    beea    ] 
exercised   in   tl:e   ndjafoicg  Kingdom    of  Polatid. 
Tho  preuuro  of  Bitisia  on  the  States  of  Europe   is, 
p«rliapB,  less  forcibie  for  the  moment,  as  the  Go- 
vemment  is  employed  in  extending  its  dominion! 
in    A«ia,  and   in   eradicating  the   laEt   remains  at 
Polish   and   Caucasian   independence.     A   Russian 
army  has  dtiring  the   past  year  conquered  a  portiei 
of    Khokan  ;    the     conscription    has    once    raon 
decimated  tlie  youth  of  Polimd,  and  some  tribea  o(    ' 
the   Caucasus  have   been  forced   to  emigrate  inta 
Turkish  territory.  The  Imperial  family  has  suffered    I 
a  heavy  loss  in  the  (!e:itli  of  the  Czi'BSvmr.n  on  ths    I 
eve  of  his   marriage  with   tho   sister  of  the  FrincesA 
of  Waibs.     The  Empeeor's  second  son  has  iu   c 
seqaBDue  been  recognized  as  heir   to   the  Throne 
one   of  the   solemn   eercmonies  which  still  impress    I 
Russian  lubjectn  with  reli^ous  awe.    A  possibla 
rival  to  Russia  in  the  Baltic   may,    perhaps,  deriva    , 
strength   fi-om   the   late   reform  which  the  King  of    , 
S  WET  By    hiLB   induced    tho    four    Houses    of    ths    I 
Storthing  to  adopt  in  preparation  for  a  closer  union.   I 
with  Norway.     As  the   Swedish   Constitution    has 
been  rendered  more  democratic  it  is  hoped  that  ths    I 
Norwegians    will    be    induced    to    abandon    their 
habitual  Jealousy  of  their  neighbours.     The  muti- 
lated Kingdom  of  D^nmaik  has  also  been  engaged 
in  constitutional  changes,  and  hopes   are  still  enter- 
tained that  the  Danish  portion  of  Schleswig  may  b« 
eventually  restored.  '   I 

The  death  of  the  King  of  the  BBLciAKa  has  called    L 
the  attention  of  Europe  to  the  condition  n.nd  tha  1 
poaalhJe  danger  oi h't&  adopted  comtAtj.    'Slw.  \'swi~B 
e-rpenence,   bie  acknowledged   ea^atit^,    ^«^  ^"^ 
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difficulty  OP  complicati  n,  except  in  the  partially 
luuoeuful  eilbrts  of  the  Oovcrnment  to  satiBf7 
Anlorican  eiigsncy.  In  t1ie  latter  part  of  the  QivU 
W»r  CiMifedanvta  ailvantiirers  nna  unscrupnloua 
Federal  offitiei'H  had  naerlj  HUojoeded  iu  embmtling 
the  Gorerumeiit  of  CuDula  with  the  United  States. 
Mr,  LiNcoiN,  however,  pnidently  restrained  th» 
riolenoe  of  his  suhonliniitijB,  and  Mr.  Sbwakti  wiia 
to  far  Raciafied  of  the  good  faith  of  the  Colontnl 
autlioritiea  thiit  hs  c-ontentad  hiniacif  with  dis- 
eourteoua  deapalclieB,  with  the  inatituCion  of  a 
rexationa  iystBin  of  passports,  and  with  inducing 
Congress  to  terminate  the  Treaty  which  facilitntes 
Fn^e  onmmerae  between  tlie  States  aod  the  En^liah 
Provinces.  Althou^k  the  organa  of  the  dominant 
party  loudly  declared  that  peace  at  homa  should  he 
the  signal  of  war  with  England,  it  soon  appeared 
that  neither  the  Government  nor  the  people  desired 
to  enter  on  »  wanton  and  waatefiil  contest.  Since 
the  submiBbioo  oi  the  h>itut)iern  States  the  only 
■ubjeot  of  dispute  has  cunsiated  in  the  American 
demand  of  compensation  for  tlie  loaass  caused  by 
Confederate  vessels  sailing  in  the  lirat  instance  frora 
English  ports.  Lord  Rdsbell,  with  tliaaidoftha 
law  Ofliceiti,  conducted  the  disouaaion  on  behalf  of 
Esglund  with  cscellent  temper  imd  with  condiisiva 
rortiB  of  argument.  The  "  Uritish  pirate!!,"  ui  the 
Doufedcrato  veiaola  are  called  in  America,  dwindled 
down  to  the  dingle  instiitioe  uf  the  Alabama  ;  and 
it  was  shown  tuat  in  a  precisely  parallel  case  the 
CJovei'nmeiit  of  Wa«liingtou  iiaJ  disclaimed  all 
reiponsibility  for  iojuriea  inflicted  on  Portuguese 
ihipi,  Altliough  ihu  AmuiJcan  claim  has  not  been 
(ritlidrawn,  the  controversy  is  siispentled,  and  the 
people  of  the  Unitttd  States  will,  perhaps,  undat- 
ftand  in  calmer  mamenta  that  tt\B  mom  iste?  <A»l 
neutrai  (locemnient:  is  neccBBiitiW  luu^iawT^  V^  '■*»  ' 
few/  oblig^tinn.  The  corn  eiowcts  tovi  VrntoKt 
rfWw.  of  the  North-West  wilf  Dt<ib>C«Vs  ■oi:^'*-<«^ 
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their  Govermsent  tha  expedieoaf  of  lenewlng  Vb^M 
Treaty  of  Recipixxaty.  liie  Oaoadian  ConfeSem-X 
tiou,wliiub  would  conduct  ■imilar  negotiktkms  mors  ■ 
coDveaientlj'  thsji  the  several  Proviiicea,  tana  notj 
hatin  campluted.  TBe  maritime  Cutonies  are  conteata 
with  their  direut  commei-ce  Bith  Eiiropj,  and  their 
Touioteneas  makes  theoi  comparatively  mditfereat  U 
the  dangur  of  American  aggression.  The  Kngliahfl 
Uoverouioiit  has  given  tlie  scheme  the  support  oif  it>B 
approval,  but  it  reats  with  the  atatesiuen  of  Canr  '--^ 
to  hring  their  own  policy  to  a  aucceasful  issue.         . 

The  Colonial  Olfice  haa  not  shared  the  repose  «U 
the  Fort^ign  Department,  New  Zealand  is  atiUM 
distracted  bj  wiu'  with  the  Ma,ot'ies,  by  conHicis  9ll 
authority  betwasa  the  Gove&koh  and  liia  Miniateri^M 
and  by  cro^  disputes  between  t)is  Uoloni&l  anthi^S 
rities  and  tlie  Commander  of  tlie  Foroes.  TttfA 
orgaiiixad  rebellion  conducted  in  the  name  of  tlwl 
native  Rtnu  hoa  been  portisllj  suppressed,  but  M 
fresh  disturbances  and  murders  frequently  occur  in  ' 
different  parts  of  the  countiy,  and  a  new  and  brutal 
superstition,  compounded  ot  confused  f ragroenti  ot 
missionary  doctruia,  of  fetish  worship,  and  of 
cannibalism,  has  revealed  the  latent  barbarisnj 
which  underlies  in  the  converted  savage  the  tkiiifl 
veneer  of  civilization.  Unless  iinaucial  difficultietfl 
enforce  another  appeal  to  the  liberality  of  th«l 
Imperial  Parliament,  or  to  the  confidence  of  tllafl 
London  Money  market,  tlie  colonists  will  probably fl 
persist  in  their  determination  to  dispense  hmia*-fl 
forward  with  the  aid  of  English  troops.  T)i»| 
GovBH^'OH  has,  at  the  request  of  the  Assembly,  a^^ 
pointed  a  Commission  to  devise  methods  of  admit*  I 
ting  natives  to  a  share  in  Pai'liomeutary  represent»J 
tioB,  with  the  puq)ose  of  ^ivin^  the  Maories  a  find! 
opportunity  of  ama]gajnatingwito^.\ie  i».i^et\w  t»i!*.^_ 
Jc  ma^  fee  infarred  Uiat  all  Suture  ^^\B4^lfc^*J  wi^israSft 
orgmization,  to  native  aovete^gaVT.  ^■■^^  ^„J^ 
trilaj  possession  of  land  will  ^^e  ^^^''^^  t^«.w«*«a- 
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The  Bau-han  Eauatics  will  be  at  ouca  •xtirpated, 
had  it  is  not  improbable  that  their  countrymen  may 
eventuully  sltUFe  their  fate.  A  diU'erent  doM  ui 
embuTfwitnente  disturbs  the  tranqiiillitir  of  the  must 
flourishing  AuBtcalian  culony.  The  AsBeiublf  of 
Vict^wiu  has  alteoipted  to  paw  a  proteL-tive  taritf 
without  the  assent  of  the  Council  by  iinproving  on 
Mr.  GuDSTONx'.s  celebrated  devke  of  iuLiudiuK  all 
the  BiiDpliea  of  the  year  in  a  sin^fln  Bill  The 
AsseniDly  has  tacked  a  Bill  for  imposiiig  and 
luodilfing  tasea  to  tlie  annual  Appropriation  Bill, 
DQiI  conaequeutly  the  refusal  uf  the  Council  to  sub- 
mit to  the  encroachment  lias  disabled  tils  Goveru- 
ment  from  making  any  legal  payment.  The  problem 
ivhether  the  Conetitutiou  of  (Jlt-en,  Lords,  and 
Commons  admits  of  trauspIanUitinn  to  the  Antipodes 
must  be  golved,  or  the  knot  uiuat  be  cut  by  local 
ingenuity  and  boldnous.  The  Uovernob,  however, 
ia  the  servant  of  the  Ckown,  and  it  is  necaasary 
that  he  should  explain  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
employers  an  apparent  violation  of  law  at  the  dicta- 
tion of  one  or  two  contending  parties.  Sir  Charlbs 
DiiujNO  has  allowed  his  Miniateri  to  levy  duties 
Mid  to  remit  debts  due  to  the  Government  by  virtue 
of  mere  reaolutions  ol  the  Assembly.  He  has  also 
prOTided  for  the  wants  of  tlie  public  lervice  by 
illegal  collusiou  nith  tlie  manager  of  a  bunk  at 
Mnlfaoume.  His  advisers  havQ  persuaded  him  that, 
ftltho'igh  voluntary  payiiienta  I'toai  tha  Tre4aury 
would  havB  been  obviously  irregular,  the  law 
Alight  be  evaded  by  confessing  judgment  in  actions 
for  money  advanced  by  the  bank  to  meet  the  neces-  _ 
■itiei  of  tlie  Government.  As  tlie  case  at  presenc  M 
■toads, the  OovEHKOR  seems  to  have  been  ^ilty  I 
of  a  breach  of  Jaw,  asgravatod  by  &  diKcvat^V.iA\a  I 
Ait/uvct  cvatrivmucB.     The   modern   e5.p6V\me-rtt  q\      I 

^^  W'e,r  nnmary  duty  of  obedieiica   Vo  \.Va\a.-«  - 
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&  more  painful  investigation  has  bean  renderetf^^B 
DeiMjiaHry  by  a  negro  oatbreak  in  Jamaio*,  whiob 
haa  been  rrpreased  &nd  punished  by  ths  Gotkh^iob 
with  Bxtnmrdinttry  severity,  Tlie  reporti  from  tlia 
liland  lifive  uaiiaod  muirli  exciteinont  in  Suglind, 
and  the  QovKjtNou  has  b«Bn  priiviKion ally  mis jionded 
during  the  progreaB  of  an  inquiry  which  is  to  ba 
ctiiidudjed  Tiy  a  ComraianoD.  tSir  H,  Stohk-i  baa 
been  Buiumoned  from  Maltn  to  adminifiter  the  go- 
vernment during  t]ie  tuspenaion  of  Hr.  Eyks's 
oommiMion,  and  tliB  report  of  tlie  Commisiionera 
wUl  determine  whether  any  permanent  change  shall 
be  elleeted  in  the  adminiatTutton  or  in  ths  local  con- 
■titution. 

The  moBt  important  domestic  ocourrancet  of  th« 
year  outside  the  spliero  of  poftj  politics  have  been 
the  appwiranoe  of  the  cattle  plagne  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  Fenian  conspiracy  in  Iraknd.  Down  to  th« 
middle  of  Daoomber  50,0U0  reported  coses  of  cattle 
diactasa  had  ia  the  ^'eut  uajurity  of  coaoa  ended 
fatally.  Although  the  plugtte  has  Bub«id«d  in  some 
porta  of  the  country,  while  other  districts  have 
thus  far  beon  eiempt  from  its  ravages,  the  total 
number  of  attacks  still  increases  from  week  to 
week.  A  Royal  Commission  lias  recommended  a 
temporary  prohibition  of  all  movomeiit  of  cattle, 
and  local  authorities,  acting  with  imperfect  concert, 
under  tho  general  guidance  of  the  Ptivy  Council, 
have  in  many  places  suspended  uattle  markets  and 
foira.  If  the  evil  contmues,  more  stringent 
meajurea  will  probably  bo  adopted,  tm  veterinary 
ioience  in  its  present  etai«  seenu  impotent  to 
grapple  with  the  diseciso.  The  criminal  folly  of 
Feniauism  is  iilmuiit  e<iii(i!)y  morbid  and  unacconnt- 
sble.  The  design  of  establishiag  au  Irish  Republic 
bjr  AmericaM  Aid  &pp«aift  U)  Wnq  1>q«xv  fonoed  two 
or  thrao  years  aco,  at  a  fewve  w^iett  raCwo'^sft:^^ 
JEnghind  was  protesaed  eveiv  mow -JocA^iw^^Mfi^ 
usuai  by  all  paitiea  in  tli»  TJmieifetoiw*.    T^-dvA 
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eihibita  ID  a  concrete  form  Aiueriuaii  vhixloinontuda 
uid  tho  more  lerious  elenicDt  of  Irish  diKatfection. 
The  Fenian  aganU  were  provided  with  considerable 
turn*  ol  money,  arising  from  contributioriB  by  Irish 
■etiJera  in  Anieiica  ;  thof  imported  arms  ;  the; 
found  Qumeroui  dupos  reiuiy  to  tsJie  ontlia  and  to 
drill  in  secrecy  ;  and  as  the  Federal  armies  were 
disbanded  a  few  oSoers  cams  to  take  commands  in 
the  expected  insurrection.  Tlie  Irish  Government 
had  early  become  noquainted  ;vit]L  the  secret  of  the 
eoDEpirocy,  and  when  the  time  wns  ripe  for  action 
Lord  WosEHOtrss  and  his  siibordinatHs  struek  the 
traitors  with  oolarity  and  vigour.  Tlio  prinoipil 
rinsleadere  wore  urrestoi],  find,  with  the  exception 
of  SiEi'HENS,  the  cliief  author  of  the  plot,  who  un- 
fortunately escaped  from  prisoD,  they  have  been 
sentenced  to  severe,  hut  not  excessive, punishments, 
after  coovictioa  by  juries  iu  trials  conducted  with 
exemplary  calmness  and  impartiaiity.  Although 
the  discontent  of  the  Iriah  peusaDtry  constitutes  a 
grave  political  evil,  it  is  in  some  degree  satisfactory 
to  find  that  tlis  latest  project  of  rehellion  has  not 
been  conntenanced  by  a  single  inemheT  of  the  upper 
clauea  or  by  a  single  Boman  Catholic  priest,  The 
eonapiraey  has  now  contracted  into  the  dimension! 
of  a  chib,  which  affects  the  style  (if  an  Irish  Govern- 
ment and  Legislature  in  its  lod^ng  at  New  York. 
In  coofoimity  with  national  tradition,  the  President 
b  said  to  have  already  quarrelled  with  the  Senate. 
and  the  entire  orgaBixation  is  ridiculo<l  by  all 
sensible  AmericHns.  During  the  recent  State  elec- 
tions the  Democratic  party  bid  for  the  Irish  vote  by 
professina  Fonian  sympathios  ;  but  in  ordinary 
times  the  Fenians  are  not  even  respected  as  serious 
enemies  of  England. 

SeveraJ  eiiiinoiit  ^ngifGhmoD  have   -paasBAwNKl 
duiiijg  tlio  year,  md  ciia  death   pev^vKpa  -Kia-v  \>« 

L"J^.4t%     ■"?  "i"*''*^  '^  '""S  period   <^*    v'''^^'^''*^^^ 
tt^oaiUity.    Lord  Cqm^kk^S:^    iraa    obiefi-v    x*. 
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markablo  as  almoBt  the  last  sun-ivor  of  tha 
Peninsular  GenoTalB.  Althongh  his  militHrj  capacity 
was  never  conspicuona,  ha  had  been  a  sniritea 
cavalry  officer,  and  at  the  age  of  ninety-tour  tie  was 
regarded  with  intflrest  ns  arelicoF  apast^neriition. 
Cardiiml  Wisbmas  approached  more  nearly  to  tho 
rank  of  a  hiatorical  character  as  the  chief  repro- 
sentative  in  England  of  the  Oonrt  and  Churoh  of 
Kome,  at  a  time  when  the  morbid  cupriceB  of  a  few 
religions  amatcui's  had  en3onragpd  a  vnin  belief 
that  in  the  most  Anti-P.tpal  of  European  natior" 
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mediieval  orthodoxy  could  onco  more  he  gall 
into  a  posthnmouB  life.  A  scholar  and 
plished  prelate,  exempt  from  the  fanatic 
verts,  Ciirdinal  Wisbmas  was  superfluously 
qualified  for  his  impossihlo  mission  hv  an  innate 
aci^nixed  incapacity  to  understand  the  nature  oi 
Ei4;hHhmen,  His  celabrated  letter  from  the 
Blaminian  Gate  was  only  an  eiaggeratod  pxpression 
of  a  stilted  and  fiorid  mode  of  thought  ithich  bgqois 
to  require  the  eoeleaiaatical  jargon  of  tiatin  as  its 
proper  vehicle.  Although  he  was  personally  re- 
spected and  esteemed,  his  unctuous  eloquence  waa 
intolerable  to  all  tastes  except  those  of  efieminnto 
proselytes,  whom  it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  c9ri-' 
vinee  or  persuade.  It  seems  almost  .in  anaohroi '  '"" 
that  Oardinal  Wiseman,  after  liring  and  act: 
an   obsolete  world   of    dreams,  should   have  .^ 

within  two  months  of  Mr.  CoBPES.  The  different 
effects  of  intellectual  and  moral  energy  as  it  is 
exerted  in  an  arhitrnrj-  sphere  or  in  conformity  to 
nstuml  laws  are  strongly  illustrated  in  the  compara- 
tive Buccesa  of  Koniieh  propBgandism  and  of 
economic  reform.  Mr.  ConnsN's  career  might  lend 
colour  to  the  fancy  that  whenever  a  great  piihlio 
ohject  ia  to  be  accompliahed  the  fit  agent  pro- 
nrfentiaily  arises.  Witn  ttve  iMcWve-v^waK*^  >A-iw 
po]itiC3.l  agitntor  Mr.  CoarES  coTO^imtiftascna™^ 
'^d    rerapicuitj  o(   &    W«iecV  ^«i&&>-  W««-«. 
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During  the  progress  of  ths  Corn  Law  movement  his 
indigmint  M.rnBstnes3  aroused  the  attention  of  ths 
multitude,  while  hia  Itioid  exposition  of  the  true 
principles  of  tr.ida  Batiafied  tha  nnderstnilding  even 
of  reluctant  adhoTBotB,  Mr.  Cobdek  probably  ac- 
celemted  Lv  several  -vaaTs  the  repeal  of  the  Corn 
Laws,  and  liis  triumpli  was  fortunately  completed 
on  the  eve  of  the  revolutionary  storm  which  swept 
over  the  Continent  in  1848.  The  general  content- 
ment in  which  Air.  Cogden  but  imperfectly  shared 
19  largely  owing  to  his  auccesaful  elforts,  and, 
nlthougli  his  sobsequent  projects  proved  for  the 
moat  part  erroneous  and  abortive,  ne  is  justly  ra- 
garded  as  a  great  national  benefactor.  His  simple 
and  manly  character  and  his  kindly  disposition  ai- 
traoCed  nttachment  and  goodwill.  He  was  exempt 
from  nearly  all  the  ordinary  failing  of  self-taught 
men  who  have  raised  themselves  from  an  obscure 
position.  His  spec  dies  were  expressed  in  the 
purest  English^  and  he  trrote  as  wu!I  a^  he  spoke. 
Academic  triinine  could  have  improved  himoiilvby 
inspiring  him  with  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others 
which  is  usually  acquired  in  early  intellectual  con- 
tests. Either  through  defects  of  his  own,  or  tlirougli 
some  adverse  comoinHtion  of  circumstances,  Mr, 
CoBDEN,  though  he  held  a  leading  rank  in  the 
Houae  of  Comiiionsj  never  proved  by  official  servica 
hia  title  to  the  name  of  a  scatosman.  Eloquent, 
original,  and  in  the  highest  sense  independent,  he 
was,  perUajM,  incapable  of  applying  traditional  rules 
U>  the  ordinary  conduct  ol  affairs.  Tet  in  the 
nesotiatiim  of  the  French  Treaty  he  displayed  alt 
the  diplomatic  aptitude  which  was  required  to  com- 
plete a  barsain  with  a  voluntacr  nnd  eager  con- 
tractor. The  Emperor  Napoieos  judiciously  selected 
Mr.  CoBDEN  as  tna  medium  of  his  ovbrtutea  Vo  \ivi* 
EagJiab  Cabiaei^  and  he  was  rewarded  by  ftve  wjn.\e- 
nwacB  of  dealing  with  a.  diplomatic  aRCTit  •w'Xio  'fla*  _ 
tharousMy  free  from  insular  selfiahneaa  oiweiuiy**'* 
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tion,  by  commerciri  diBturbance,  and  by  conKcIous- 
DMS  of  the  relative  ineUioiency  of  the  national  ai 
menu,  aiMi  of  &   proportionately  declining  or 
pended  infinence  in  tlie  coiincils  of  the  world, 
sonrceB  of  public  wealth  are  happily  untouched,; 
in   spite  of   monetary  dilficnlties,   the  am 
imports   and   enports  has  not  dimintahed, 
manufacturing   indastrj   been   extroordiuarily 
preased.     The  groat  GnancUd  collapse  o(  the  ipi 
though   it  produced  widespread   difficulty  and  _ 
treu,  represented  no   diminution   in   the  stock 
useful  conimoditiea  or  in  tba  aggregate  po»ee«iL_. 
of  the  community.     Except  in  a  limited  number  ol 
ouea   in  whioh   capital   has   been  withdrnim   from 
profitable  enterprises,  losses  and  gains  have,  as  on 
n   settling-day  after   a  race  meeting,  l>een  approxi- 
mately  balanced.     The   hundreds  of    millions   by 
whioh  the  value  of  securities  and  fixed  inVBitmenta 
liaa   been  diminiahed  are  added  to  the  porchaaing 
power   of  ready   money.     The    ptagnation  of    the 
Htock   Exchange   by  the   side   of    an   overflowin{[ ' 
Money-market,  although  it   reduces  thousands-  C4ta 
families  to  reiU   and    tangible  purerty,   is  hnt  tjU 
transfer  of   items   from   oue  page   of  a  ledger  ttf^ 
another.     The  social  and  moral  evila  of  a  finandal ' 
crisis  are  out  of  uU  proportion  to  the  collective  loss. 
The   Bulierers  often   belong  to  clssses  whioh  can  ill 
afford  pecuniary  aacrifices,  and  tliey  find  no   conso- 
lation in  the  ia'dirout  advantuges  vrhioh  follow  from 
the  bursting  of  commercial  bubbles.     The  panio   of- 
1866  recurred  after  the  unusually  abort  interval  oH 
eight  years  and  a  lia.lf,  and  there   has  since  bean  Btlfl 
unprecedented  absence  of  elasticity  in  the  revival  ot^ 
credit.     During  tlie   early  part  of  the  yew  a  high 
rate  of  interest  inriicat«d  unusnal    prefiSHre  ;  but  it 
was  commonly  asserted  tliat  trade  was  healtiiy,  and 
the    failure    of    one    or  two    country   bsnliB   was 
Btirihnted  to  local  oanapB.    \'i\  k-^  tKo  ^aatat^ 
part  of  the  ordiaary  atock  ol  iJ^eljti^isni.Qiia.'Oai 


and  Dover  Railway  waa  advertised  for  salo  at  an 
appareDt]}'  ruinous  discount,  and  it  was  kinown  thnt 
eaversl  railway  contractors  vera  unable  to  obtain 
a  continuanco  of  the  advances  on  which  their 
solvency  depended.  The  first  week  of  May  naa 
mariied  by  increased  disquiet  and  anxiety,  and  on 
ih*  10th  of  the  month  the  stoppage  of  the  great  dis- 
count establishment  of  Overend  and  Ousn£Y  pro- 
duced unirenal  consternation.  The  businese  had 
baen  transferred  only  a  year  before  by  the  partnera 
of  a  well-known  firm  to  a  limited  Joint-Stook  Com- 
pany ;  and  shareholders  and  customers  had  relied 
with  equal  confidence  on  the  solvency  and  prosperity 
of  the  undertaking.  At  the  time  of  tho  suspension 
the  engagements  of  the  Company  amounted  to 
£19,000,060,  and  traders  and  speculators  depended 
on  its  Tesources  for  a  proportionate  supply  of  accom- 
modation. No  ringle  bankruptcy  has  ever  caused 
so  great  a  shock  to  credit  The  following  day  pro- 
duoed  the  greatest  agitation  whioli  haa  erer  been 
known  in  the  City,  Olid  the  Government  was  aom- 
palled,  as  in  1847  and  18Q7,  to  authorize  the  Bank 
of  England  to  issiie  notes  beyond  the  legal  limit. 
It  was  rumoured  that  the  strongest  Joint-Stock 
Banks  were  almost  drained  of  their  ready  money, 
nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  a  slight  increase  of  dis- 
truitt  on  the  part  of  tlie  depositors  might  have  pro- 
duced mischievous  results.  Two  or  three  banks, 
including  the  Ag^  and  Masterman's  Limited  Com- 
pany, faded  within  the  week,  and  «averal  of  the 
new  Credit  Companies,  framed  on  the  Prench  model, 
wAre  summarily  crushed.  The  rate  of  10  per  cent, 
discount  imposed  on  the  Bank  of  England  by 
Grovemment  as  a  condition  of  the  additional  power 
of  issue  lasted  from  the  11th  of  May  to  the  ITth  of 
August,  and  although  the  rate  afterwards  declined 
rapidiy  from  8  per  cent,  to  6,  to  5,  and  to  4  ^ec 
cent,  the  price  of  the  Funds  and  oi  S\va.te»\Tv'B»;-i- 
wajr  aad  Joiat-Stoak  CotnpanKa  Wia  iiaiwiVj  iW-tt 
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BincB.  For  Eoiue  mautlis  oiler  iltu  pnnie  B  „  ._ 
credit  fell  into  imtira  disrepute  on  the  CoiitiocuCA 
and  u  Circular  froui  the  Foreign  OHiae,  uonUinin 
an  aocurato  uxpIanatioD  (if  the  distinction  belweu. 
■uarcity  of  mousy  am)  insulvcnuj-,  a[ipuared  only  ti 
aggniTate  tho  prer&iiing  "  luspidon.'*  At  bom 
0116  important  oliuis  of  aeciirities  wiu  additionnll 
discKiditud  by  tliecKpoaureof  Boandaloui  iiTegnlar. 
tiea  in  the  litnuicinj  cunduct  of  the  Londnn,  ChSiM 
hum,  kiid  DovoT  and  the  Korth  ISritjah  RiLJlimyv 
The  most  prritperoiu  and  suWent  Componiua  Hiitt*  ' 
from  the  donbts  irhitili  have  been  throwa  by  u 
ti.;riipuloua  Diractora  and  Muna^'ei-B  on  th*  reality 
of  thair  protitB,  and  moru  eBpauinlly  on  tlio  aeouri^ 
of  their  debentures.  They  will,  perlutpa,  Hnd  I 
partial  compenaatian  in  tbe  tonipuntry  au^ieiu''' 
of  eompatittve  raUtray  entiirpriM,  multing  fi 
tha  failure  of  aome  of  the  principal  ountractor 
The  fininoinl  disasters  of  tlie  year  admit  of  a  l* 
siinplo  explanation  than  thu  diininuthed  value  c 
tiiilway  tnvestmante.  The  jirincipnl  causa  of  tb 
crisia  waa  probably  thu  vapid  expHiision  of  tnid4 
tmfteoured  by  thu  proviaiauofanadaqnatapecuDiaiV 
Toserve.  The  Juint-Stook  Bunks  retain  withn 
iininediaCa  ranch  only  a  small  psrnent)^  tjf  tksU 
doposita,  and  tho  prudent  sdniinistratinn  of  the 
Bank  of  England  auppliea  nu  sulUaient  po«-sr  of 
nieeling  sudden  and  extraneuna  demanda  for  aaaiBt- 
Huco.  The  new  aysttm  of  Limitud  Liability  has 
tempted  laii^  numlwrs  of  amall  and  inexperienced 
cupitaliate  to  invest  their  money  in  spaaulative 
undertakings.  As  they  ircni  for  the  nioit  port 
liable  to  cbUb  on  a  large  proportien  of  theii'  aharca, 
painful  exparienue  has  taught  them  that  the  limita- 
tion of  their  responsibility  vita  little  mora  than 
iiominaL  Henceforth  Compauias  will  probably  be 
ci)nBtruoteil  on  a  aounder  basis,  with  a  nairoirn 
margin  of  risk  to  ffjaieholden,  *Qd,  oaDMqucntljM 
with  »  iimisuiked  facility  of  obtainius  extrkVMlut  J 
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sredtt,  Pinanuitl  cata*tro^e9,  u  thoj  betray  the 
iiTora  in  wiiicli  they  invaxiftbly  originate,  tend  to 
CUM  AT  U>  Avert  for  the  futura  the  evili  which  thev 
cause.  It  ia  certain  that  commercial  proipwty  will 
revive  aa  far  as  it  dependa  on  the  renewal  of  tredit. 
A  graver  and  more  complicated  danger  conaiets  ia 
the  combinations  of  wodnneii  sgaiiiBt  freodom  ol 
labour.  The  Trade*'  Cniona,  as  thair  organization 
is  perfeat^d,  becoma  daily  more  formidable  to  their 
employers  and  to  the  community  at  large.  Aa  long 
aa  their  auocess  oonaiBts  ia  the  inereaie  of  wages  at 
the  expense  of  protita,  the  question  concerns  only 
maiten  and  men  ;  but  arbitrary  restrictions  rapidly 
tend  ta  rsisi)  prices,  to  discourage  enterprise,  and  to 
depricB  industry  and  skill  of  their  natural  rewafda. 
•  Artificial  contrivances  for  rdiaing  tlie  price  of  laboui 
bvyond  a  cei'ts^in  level  ore  aa  absurd  in  the  presence 
of  Free  Trade  as  a  plan  of  handicapping  the  horses 
from  a  single  stable  it  they  had  to  run  in  a  race 
oijen  to  the  world,  ytivffordahira  or  Torlishire 
Uniona  may  easily  make  iron  dawer  ;  bot,  unleta 
they  can  close  the  Belgian  furnaces,  they  must  fail 
Iti  their  attempt  to  tax  the  consumer  through  tha 
employer.  The  shallow  economists  of  tlie  workshop 
have  ijready  created  an  impnrt  trade  in  iron  cast- 
ings, and  even  in  locomotive  enginea,  and  joiners'  ' 
fittings  are  introduced  from  northern  porta,  whila 
carpenters  are  striking  for  wages  or  for  the  dismissal 
□f  apprentices.  A  Ecandolotis  outrage  which  nas 
Ifltdy  perpetrated  at  Sheffield  has  heeu  followed  by 
K  rapid  diminution  in  the  trade  of  the  town,  nor 
GOiild  the  retribution  oanae  a  moment's  regret  if  tli« 
loss  fell  eicluaively  on  the  abettors  of  tyranny  and 
peraecution.  An  attempt  to  murder  a  poor  man, 
with  hifl  family,  because  he  had  held  aloof  from  tha 
E!aw ■Grinders'  Uuinn,  preduced  from  tlie  Secretary 
at  that  body  only  a  mild  and  conventional  censure 
ai  the  crime,  accompanied  with  an  asaertien,  after- 
wards aonotioned  by  the  Union,  th&t  Um  aoiAA'aiaK;^ 


of  the  riotim  was  oiily  less  culpable  than  tne  attempt 
cC  the  assassin.     Tlia  moral  theories  of  SheScld  ara 
pi'obiibly  not  approved  by  the  great  body  of  Enj^liab  J 
itrtisanS]   but   tho  inqnjaitorml   deBUotiam   of    thC^ 
Uiiionfl  atareuly  provokes  among  tbeir  muinlwrs 
' '■—      Like  the  hovue  in  thefalU 


like  volunteers  in  a  regiment,  the  irorkmen  KucrtfiiM 
individual  freedom  for  the  power,  iionferred  hy  d 
cipline,  of  coercing  their   employers,  and  in      " 
furgettulnefla  of  the  economic  lnws  which  ovi 
the  domestic  squabbles  of  capital  and  laboitr. 

^Vhi]e  the  docility  and   ready  organization  of  tU 
working    classes    are    exciting  fears  of  a  decline  if 
eoromercial  prosperity,  our  great  agitator   has   c  "^' 
ceived  the  project  of  applying  industrial  combi 
tions  to  polittcal  ourposes.     The  ready  obedienci 
homogeneous  multitudea  to  the   command  of   i 
appointed  loaders  furnishes  a  auggestivo  temptati'il 
to  ambitious  damagi^uea,     Mr.  Bright  has  boi 
of  having  beeu  the  fii^t  to  discern  the  political  ci 
bOities  of  the  Unioua,    and  an   unfoi-tuuale   o 
blnation  of  circum£tanc«3  has,  after  long  diaappoial 
inout,  enabled  him  to  mate  iiao   of   their   oig 
tion.     Ab   late   aa  Easter  his  proposal  that  ci 
should  assiimble  in  the  streets  U)  iutimidate  Farlib; 
ment  excited   noithor  attention   nor  lesponse  ;  bid 
■when   Mr.  Gladstosb's   unskilful  strategy  and  tl^j 
dirifliona  of  the  Libaral  niafori^  had  proved  fatal  tq 
the  Ministerial  Reform  Bill,  the  artisans  of  London 
and  the  great  manufaoturing   toirns  readily  listened 
to  assertions  that  thoir   claims    had  been   sli^ihte^ 
nor  was   reiterated   misrepresentatiou   wanting   t 
persuade  them  Ihiit  their  order  had  teen  insultei 
The  Hyde  Park  meeting,  with   tlie  partial  disturb* 
ances     whioh     followed,     shoved     the    poosibilitf 
of  alamiing  the   upper    aiid  middle  chusea  j  ai^,^ 
ill  the  course  of  tho  nutiittm  vwA  tiiS'iafc  'Jv  mua^ 
were   collectad   at  Birminahwa,  »i '*^»^'*'*^*' 
ieeda.  md  at  Glaaaow  to  demand  \miNew,i  wiSiw,^ 
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ftt  Xhe  bidding  cf  their  leadara  mtii  the  same 
unanimity  thuy  nail  often  diaplayeJ  in  obeying  an 
order  to  Btrika  "  for  wages.  Simultaneous  maat- 
tngs  were  addressed  by  It]  r.  UiuuHi  ill  a  eerioB  of 
declamHtioDa  wbicli  tended  mther  to  eKuiCe  the  fury 
of  his  followura  agaiiiBt  his  politicDl  opponents  tlian 
to  convince  ur  conciliate  wavtriug  opiuioii.  At 
Manoheater  Air,  BiuiiHT  wantonly  raferred  to  the 
ponaihlB  contingency  of  a  juatifiablB  robelliun,  and 
en  a  later  occftucm  Tie  threatened  Parliament  with 
the  change  of  peacAhle  demonstrationi  into  ^  dis- 
play of  force  if  roaJBtanco  to  hla  dumands  ivi;i-a  con- 
tinued at  the  opeiiing  of  the  i^nsiung  St^ition.  Ip 
the  midst  of  Ilia  fiercest  iuYDctivos  lio  never  failed 
to  display  hi#  cUaraotetistii;  intolcmnce  of  free 
Farliamtsntarv  spetiah.  An  uuguai'Lk'd  and  niia- 
interproted  pliraee  of  Mr.  Lowe's  ttaa  (leuounced  as 
an  insult  to  tho  working  classes,  who  were  at  the 
SAma,  time  listening  to  the  tiercoi^t  and  most 
CttliHitnioua  invectives  against  the  Eouae  of 
Commons.  Tlie  great  open-nii'  meetiii^^,  including 
only  a  single  class  anij  one  set  of  (ijiinimis  have,  iu 
the  abienue  of  opposition  or  interference,  been 
peacftble  md  orderly.  Grave  apptohunsiona  were 
licoilsed  by  a  notice  that  all  the  or<ranized  working 
Roaietiea  of  London  iiitcnded  to  nuirch  thruugh  tho 
West-end  in  procession  on  tlie  Jd  of  Decumlier. 
Their  leaders  boaatfully  ostimatct  their  numbers  at 
200,000,  l>nt  tho  curt:onty  of   diaturbaiioo  find  tiio 

gobability  of  riot  ware  avertud  by  the  disappuint- 
entoftlit^iraiiticipations.  The  maroliof  Sll.lWOor 
25,000  artiwus  iu  military  order  wan  accomplished 
with  i|o  further  Jncouvcuieuce  than  the  intei-i'up- 
tioii  for  a  <liiy  of  tralUc  and  business.  It  will  ho 
well  K  tiLe  luoonipntibility  of  similar  asaemblagqj 
witli  the  gooa  or^er  of  -i  jjrcat  capital  ia  uudtiivtiHi^ 
in  London  bcfotv  it  has  been  iUrtstcuVai,  aa  \a 
UtA,  by  tm^aal  cxpoi'ieyico,  Luri^u  ivMa*-»ia  v>\ 
mm  aoiiiiff  In  obeilJojiiM  to  the  woi.'<i  ot  i;o\^waA»i| 
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may,  perhaps,  not  alwaj's  be  inatmctod   to   abstaia 
from  violence.  Some  of  the  agitators  of  the  Trades' 
"Dniong  have  already  thi-eateued   to   reproduce  the 
[inKe&eion  of  ITSO  to  the  Houses   of   Parliament,  ff  ■ 
they  can    induce    lUr.  Briqht,  like    Lord  GeorokI 
GoBDON,  to  receive  their  petition  at  the  door  of  tUJ 
House  of  Commona.  -" 

The  gloomy  atmosphere  of  the  year  hai  1 
relieved  of  tno  elements  of  trouble  and  distn 
The  Cattle  Plague  begaD  early  in  the  year  to  ] 
ta  the  vigorous  measures  wbioh  had  been  sn^ 
by  the  Oonunissioii  and  adopted  by  PorhomMl 
The  Btrict  isolation  of  infected  districts,  and  ^ 
sxlirpation  of  the  poatilence  in  places  where  it  rs 
with  nnusnal  viratancc,  tended  rapidly  to  dimi 
the  number  of  deatbi  and  of  cases  of*^  plag;iie. 
the  South-Eaatem  and  South- Western  dj»mcl»  I< 
cattle  have  been  lost  during  the  year,  and  t 
greater  part  of  Wales,  with  Munmouthahim,  1 
retained  its  eiewptioii  from  the  malady.  In  1 
Nortli  Midland  counties,  where  the  Cattle  Plaj 
hod  been  most  severe,  it  still  lince 
natelj  than  elsewhere,  niid  in  tne  dairy  far:^  ti 
Cheshire  manyancieut  postures  havo  hecn  plougtiM 
up  ill  despwr.  The  reattictiona  on  fairs  r"^ 
markets,  and  on  the  passage  of  cattle  acroea  coii 

boundaries,  bnve,Hiii(.-e  the  beginning  of  the  win 

been  generally  relaxed  ;   but   breeders  and  grazTtn 
will  not  Iweatlie  freely  till  the  imfcty  of  freer  int 


the  appearance  of  Cliolera  in  some  portior 
the  Continent  has  happily  passed  away.  A  lod 
outbreak  of  the  diseuae  in  tlie  East  of  Lond<n 
wna  traced  to  impurities  in  the  water  auppls 
and    alter    ft    tow  we«ka    it    abated.      There  1 

reason  to  believe  tbat  itu'pvovei  ft»i0to.-r3  ottom^ 

menu  have    Rreally  dlmiruahei  i.V%  ira'i  A  "«jt 
dsmica.     The  deaths  irooiCW^^^''*"^  ^^■>**' 
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rially  affected  the    return*  o!   mortality  tor  the 
y«w. 

The  hope  that  the  Fenian  Conspiracy  would  he 
crushed  by  the  punishment  of  the  oonviots  under 
the  Special  Commission,  and  by  the  suspension  of 
the  HabsM  Corpus  Act,  htu  hitherto  not  been 
realLied.  The  increaring  material  proaperiCy  of  the 
country  has  apparently  no  tendency  to  diminish  dis- 
afieotion,  and  the  coitnteiuutce  which  is  alforded  to 
the  ulotinthelinitod  Staws  enconrageB rebellion  by 
tlie  hope  of  foreign  aid.  It  is  not  likely  that  tho  ring- 
leaderi^  will  succeed  in  commencing  the  insurrection 
which  has  been  long  and  loudly  threatened,  but  arms 
are  conHtantly  imported  in  Kinall  parcels,  A.raericBn 
adveutiirars  tra\'eTM  the  country  with  seditioue 
purposes,  and  the  Government  have  reason  to 
beliaTQ  that  diatiirbanoe  would  immediatsly  result 
fToia  the  relaxation  of  constant  vigilance.  In  ths 
month  of  June  armed  bodies  of  FeniauH  had  tha 
inw^lecice  to  invade  Canada  from  tlie  United  Stales, 
with  the  certainty  of  a  secure  retreat  as  soon  na 
they  were  checked  by  the  Coloniul  forces.  The 
American  troops,  under  the  orders  of  the  Prbsi- 
i)EHT,  disoTDiod  the  marauders  on  their  return,  and 
an  ostensible  prosecution  was  commenced  against 
Eome  of  their  leadara.  At  a  later  period  the  arms 
were  restored,  the  legal  proceedings  were  dropped, 
and  the  Fkesibent  thoaght  himself  obliged  by 
politioal  exigencies  publicly  to  profess  his  sympathy 
with  the  so-called  cause  of  Ireland.  His  SECHETiRY 
of  St*tb,  in  a  discourteous  note  to  Sir  Frederick 
Erijcr,  claimed  a  right  of  interference  with  the 
proeecution  of  Fenian  prisoners  in  Canada  ;  and  in 
his  late  Message  to  Congress  tho  pREMiDKNt 
(lig^BSEed  into  an  apology  for  the  invasion,  although 
be  admitted  the  violation  both  of  munict^Y  B,tA  (A 
intaimitions! la^.  It  waa  the  obvloTia  irAwiSio^  <A. 
tie  J'xEsiDSST  and  hia  Secketary  oi  Sxiitto  coi'^ 
i-Jtia  pomble.  ihoir  EeDubliaan    cotaD«Vi*M>^  ^'^ 
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the  favonr  of  the  Imh  populace.     For  tlie  1 
of    canvassing    tiio    Fenian   conspintors,   mm 
gtatiWiig  the  Tnlgar  pfejudicos  against  BMian 
^1r.  Banks  h&d  in  the  previous   Session,  &b   Chitiv 
man    of    tho     Committee     on      Foreign     Affidrf 
introduced  tiro  Bills  into  the  Bouse  of  R«preeanta 
lives,  providing  ruapeutivoly  fur  the  admission    ' 
the  Britisb  North  American  Provinces  into   i 
Union.and  for  the  relaxation  of  a  Law  of  Neutnliq 
which  has  nlceadj  proved  itself  not  to  be  suSoii 
Btringont.      Mr.  Coi.pjjc,   the    Speaker.  tormsU 
received  the  Feninn  President  on  tlie  floor  of  t 
House  ;  ajid  in   both   cases  the  entire  Repablic  . 
party  concurred   in   tho   outrage  on   internatJoni 
eomity.     It  is  not  surprising  t)>at  ill -informed  Irfeil 
peasants  believe  in  the  sincerity  of  American  blan^ 
Lshments,  and  that  they  nndermt*  the  i 
power   of  Entjfand.     In  the  hope   of  »  s 
reholHon,  to  be  followed  by  conBccation  of   tho  bi 
the  lower  chiwes  of    Dublin    listened  with  ( 
ti;mptuous  indilterelice  to  Mr.  Bkkiht'h  offor  of  a 
nlHance   on   the  part   of  the  astreme  English   1 
formers.     It  was  in  vain  tliat  lie  i-eoom mended  h 
favourite   specifle,  the   abolition  of  primogetdtnn 
and  that  he  propounded  an  eitravapunt  project  ( 
purchasing  some  of  the  most  tloiirlBbing  eetates   I 
Ireland,   to    be    resold   in   small    portionB   to   tl; 
ooau[*iijof  the  land.  Tlie  rabblo rapliad l^  "iqiul. 
ing,  in  aocfirdance  with  the  doctrines  of  still  monl 
unscrupulous  teachers,  whether  they  conid  not  ( 
tlio  land  for  nothing.     In  a  letter  which  was   afb 
wftfda   published,   Mr.   Bei'jhi   observed   that  thai 
liifli  people  would   eiteitninatB   their  landlords  if  J 
only  their   island  were  a  thousand    miles  awa 
The    Fenians    overlook    the  condition  which 
attached     to      Mr,     Bkight'b     Buggwtijm.    ^  t 
combination   of   circumstancei   can     ne    imaginwLfl 
in  which  the  severnnoo  of  Ireland  from  the  Bmpi  " 
KvaJd  jbo  tolonitod  by  tk»  ftng^Vi  taJioo-    It 


possible  that  EiigUiid  inig1i(  be  excluded  from  the 
Uoutiiient  of  Euro^^nad  that  she  nlight  ahaiidou 
hor  American  posstifi^ibn^ ';  but  if.  it  Ixnuiua  i)gcci- 
B.iry  to  prevent  Ireland  from  becoming  the  dei^n- 
delit  afiy  of  a  fortigii  eiiemy,  iin  cDntiovolBy  us  <a^ 
recruitnient  or  conscription  would  iiiterfeve  ivitli  tJia 
levy  of  wliatevpi'  force  might  Ije  i'G(iiijr("l  for  ii.i\ 
object  indispensable  to  the  flafetj  of  tiie  CViiiiiKin- 
wtalth.  It  is  us  certain  tliat  England  oin  retain 
Irelaild  as  that  Prussia  cotlld  supprosB  a  reaction ai;;/ 
revolution  in  Hanovet".  On  tliis  guoation  tlieji!  is, 
no  diviEion  of  parties,  nor  Lns  ihis  least  loyal  o£ 
English  factiona  darud  to  countciiance  the  preUin- 
Bion^  oftho  Feu i an  malcontents.  The  iirescin  Irish 
Government  cpiioara  to  hiivA  acted  with  prucjonco 
•nd  iH&rar,  nor  has  the  cohfiileiicti  Wliich  was  justly 
reposed  !m  Lord  KiuaiiBLLv  been  fvitnlield  from 
liis  fiiiccessor,  Lord  Abebcoiln.  The  Roman, 
Catholic  clergVi  hrnvever,  who  still  Iseop  aloof  fronj  | 
tlie  Foniau  Oonapii'ftny,  geuerallj  .oppose  Lord ' 
DkKbv's  Admimstvwlioii. 

The  American  pntrmia  of  Penianiam  in  Ireland, 
refflEird  their  dupsa  only  as  Ifnipomry  irstrin:xc!iits, ' 
aiiu  cliB  conspiracy  itsojf  as  an  episode  in  the 
politics  of  tlin  United  f5tatca.  The  poaltion  aBd 
tile  relative  strength  of  Anterican  patticc  have  be^a', 
lar^ly  modified  ana  clciU'ly  downed  sihcb  the, 
Legiuiiing  oE  the  year.  At  that  time  tlie  Dcmoorats 
and  a  Iwgo  Buolion  of  tin;  RapuWioan^  wore  rtill 
fcntendin^  for  the  goodivill  of  tl>e  r!ir,ai;ii;N'J-, 
atthoughjit  soon  b»eanio  ovitlcnt  that  the  majority 
in  Congress  wore  opposctl  to  jiii  eclienio  of  lipcoii- 
Etriiotion.  Early  in  .t^muary  t!io  Constitutional 
Amendment  wbicli  aboliahod  ala»ery  rccoivoil  tlie 
neooasary  sanction  of  two- thirds  of  the  Rtito  Legisla- 
tures, including  those  of  Georgia,  of  j^labama,  and 
of  soma  other  late  members  of  tha  Confederacy. 
The  SBriRETifiv  of  State  immediitety  mM\s\i'f&-,™ 
,  Mixoniajice  with  law,  the  couatitutioni  wiOc-^VMssa"" 
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of  the  ^jn«ndmeat,  aad  the  people  of  tbs  TTnitai 
States,    unuiiiDOUBlj   believing     that    ilaTerj   bu 
bean  abolished  bylaw  as  welt  aa  in  fact,  bars  virtS 
ally  admitted  that  the  aBsenlinfi  LegiflUtivo   Ba" 
BDjoy  a  Itgal   existence.      TEo    protests   of   ' 
TnADOBiTa   Stevens   and  of  Mr.  Sitiiner  attrs 
little  attention,   although   it  afterwnrda  appe   __ 
that   the  extrnne   Republican  par^  eommandod  ■ 
Urge  majority  in  both  aranohes  of   Congress.     Tb 
qaeatioD  of  readrnttting  the  South  to  the  beneSt 
of  tlie  Union  was  in  the  £rit  instance   referred  ' 
Joint  Committee,  and  after  long  deliberation 
Houses,  on  the  eve  of  the  summer  recess,  adoi 


Committee.  The  acheme  waa  in  many  i 
moderate  dnd  reasonable,  but  it]  included 
provision  in  the  disqualification  for  State  a 
Federal  office  of  all  persons  who,  having  swi 
allenaoce  to  the  Union,  had  afterwards  served  t^| 
Confederate  Government.  Mr.  Sc-mneb 
defeated  in  a  proposal  to  iuaiHt  on  ttnivE 
suffrage,  and,  by  an  equitable  compromise,  it  t  . 
provided  that  classes  of  persons  not  admitted  fa 
State  legislation  to  the  franchise  should  not  \ 
included  in  the  calculation  of  the  proportior  ' 
suffrage  of  the  States  in  Federal  eleutions.  Cla 
for  the  recognition  of  the  Federal  debt,  and  for  tl 
repudiation  of  the  obligations  of  the  Confederfto 
were  undeniably  legitimate  applications  of  the  rigqj 
of  oonquest  ;  but  the  diaqualifying  clause  imposBr 
a  stiOTia  on  nearly  all  the  eminent  citizens  of  tH_ 
South,  and  a  disability  on  the  coiistituencies,  1^ 
South  Carolina  and  in  some  other  States  it  woulS^ 
have  been  impossible,  under  the  terms  of  th*^  i 
Amendment,  to  find  a  leptesenliti^e  who  had. 
deaerwd  or  acquired  the  confidencaol  V\«\c'io«-. .  , 
eStizeai.  Itwas  hiirhlyimpTO^&We^ivsAVtv.o^'&iwrtj 
^^iaUtutee  Troufd  accept  a  Coittti.tMtwiwi  k.^n»^ 


*!nroAi  suitMiBT— 1866  895 

m«nt  which  iliaquulifieil  the  great  majority  ot  their 
own  bodies.  The  Border  IjtateB,  as  well  at  the 
members  of  the  late  Confuderacy,  have  hitierto 
refused  their  assent  ;  and  unless  Cangrssa  afiaumaa 
that  the  Cniua  consists  for  the  present  of  the 
Northern  States  alone,  there  is  no  prospect  of  any 
further  ciiange  in  the  CoDstttutiuii.  At  the  end  of 
the  Session  delegates  from  Tennessee  were  admitted 
to  the  privilege  of  seats  in  Congiess^  and  the  single 
exception  to  the  policy  of  excliiaion  furnished  a 
curious  illuatration  of  the  anomalies  which  result 
from  a  proviuonftl  or  dictatorial  Bystem  of  legisla- 
tion. The  constituency  of  TamieBsee  was  fonaed 
by  Mr.  Ansbbw  Johskok,  as  military  governor  of 
k  minority  of  the  citi/cus,  and  the  Benator  who 
represent*  the  State,  having  held  office  under  the 
ConfedaVBte  UoveTnment,has  been  admitted  to  take 
his  Beat  by  speoial  resolution.  The  victorioua 
KOTtt  is  morally  justitioU  in  treating  Beconatruc- 
tion  as  a  bargain  or  a  treaty  rather  than  as  a  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  law  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to 
enforce  voluntary  aud  cheerful  reunmu.  Present 
and  prospective  loyalty  wotild  have  been  mora 
certainly  lusui-ed  if  past  dilfei'euues  liad  been  ooa- 
signed  to  oblivion. 

The  PiiEisiSKNT,  although  nt  the  conimeucemeut 
at  bia  term  of  office  he  had  incliirad  to  extreme 
severity,  soon  relapsed  into  tlie  Southern  and 
Democratic  predilections  of  liis  former  political 
career.  He  sanctioned  the  fonaatioii  of  &tat4 
OoTemments,  he  urged  \ipoQ  CougresB  the  readmia- 
sioQ  of  Southern  representative!  and  Senators,  ^nd 
be  rejected  byhis  veto  a,  Bill  for  prolonging  tha 
powers  of  tha  Freedmeu's   Bureau.     An  attempt  to  i 

organise  a  coalition  of  the  moderate  WeovCvv^uaxA  I 

iritli  tb0  Deaocnta  in  support  oi  tte  Yrbsvo'ws.'s 
,  .  Bodad  in  gigaai  fsi'Jure,  fhw  so-caWed.  ^a.tV'TuiX 
1   S^^  .^'-^ '"''i  »   Convention  at  CVd<i»s,o, -fVv.^ 


n 


diate  BecimaCnictioii  ;  but  at  the  aiihseqiient   c 
filie  Bemoti'alB  aoppnrted  candictatta   of   t 

X"^^Y'  '"''   ^''^   l(e]'inbtican   stccd^'s,   loufll 

ilenimncisi  liy  tlieit  formor  aRsocuites  and  ilJ^fl 
ly  tlnir  new  alljua,  fftnOii  it  expedient  to   fall  l^T 
Into  the  ranks  nf  the  majoriij.     The  PnKsmq 
llad,  in  the  meantime,  discredited  his  own  csuu 
It  sei'iua  of  intemperata  nnd  undignified  nttaoE^  U 
ilia  ftdversttrioa.     On  Wasiiinotos'3  birtliday,n 
told  a  Bti'oet  assemblogu  in  the  cajiltal  tixn  u 
leiMlerB  of   Oongi-eas  were   plotting  BgntQat  hii  li 
tod  in   n   po!itn.-al  tonr    ttiTongh    MVeral  of  T 
HoUhurn  iStntca  hu  otfpndod  o«m  Jila  omi  4ulhera 
"by  iJlo  v:n(enco  and   tibnJdry  of  liia  luiii^uigij. 
diKi  wc;isii"L  lit;  ifutiireil  tu  diimunoe  Ojiignas  V 
ii  ..  ■•'.    ■    ii  I'Jt.ni'iitcd   only  a   seotiv 

1.^  ■     !iiiiit   aurpi-ising  tVL 

]  i-iiiill.mgB  ny  threattfl 

i:  :,  ..  i|"rilyoi   the   extriw 

l;|.|Jl.r.Iu..^r^«.;-c.■lJ^.l]|.^l^i■.l  iin.ruuconiBgetl,  fr^ 
'fiio  i'lu^-iUiK^iT  luiijid  liiiiiadf   eunileuinea  ti] 
iWncK  olid   isolallou.     in  the  nntnnm   el 
wery  N'lrthurn    Stuto    guva    a   iiia.jority  1 
'RonuliHi^nti  t>^irn-.  altliough  the  Demourats  poIH 

l.>i.',"'^ r  ,  I  !,rfju,<iaivotee.     In  thB40tUO(rf 

[■I-  ■■  .-.jiijblu  ill   Mttit-li,   thePRwi-J 

II  ■■  i  l.yaniii.jiirityofmorothan  two- J 

tiriu-  ■■ ,  liLiiiae':  anileveii  in   the   mitgoi^ 

iCoiiyri'^s,   i\-lMtli     met     again    in    Deccmlidr:  ir 
'^oitiitiaiit  ptlrty  is  stronj);   enough   to  puss  >ll  t 
fesaanfea  ovei"  tho  PresidontLiI  veto,    Oongresa  * 
|itrff)ablyn'(i«TOtho  Stiirtliem  Btatea  to  the  (*nC_ 
tiiin  of  Territori'^8,  !i*rd  i^  will  tkon  tonfor  the  fr«| 
^liiac  on  the  nt  jffuui  and  ou  the  small  aijiAioii  of  a 
'ye'krnlirf.     wiiiios.      Time    will,'  pft-hajis,    st" 
wl'-;hre  it  js  ^'OssiWe  tfl  c«cvc«i  into  loyalty  o 
JiolilUi  li^i'iniiiipiitBnmwiiottSiK-w  wi'^ta  i«» 
(if  ^menuiB.  citiwns  :  \mt  VprfoT^  -i.^*  ''^^^f^i 
i-i*    i-eoti   fully    tvicA   l\vc   vA>Av^    rttwvfi.^  -s. 


Wortherh  parlieH  may  not  improlialjly  ha  reversed, 
an<l  the  DBmocrats  may  he  aniuous  to  Gcciiru  tlieir 
own  recovered  Bupremscy  liy  the  (ud  of  theit  siiuifiit 
Southern  allies.     One  line  pe  t  d  It     t   Seces- 

sion tuid  of  tlie  Civil  War  ui  lai  t  tl  a      loreoscd 

pjwer  of  Cougi'asfl  and  in  tl  e  corresp  din^  diminu- 
tlou  of  the  Piiesicbkt'h  autt  o  tj  II  fo  e  tlie  war 
the  Sontie  exerciGed  onl>  o  coc  n  I  ontrol,  iiiid 
tl^e  House  oC.Representati  s  w  1  ttl  ni  i-e  thnn 
ft  Debating  CJIub.  The  lim  ted  fun  ti  na  of  tba 
FederJ  GoT^mment  were  aln  t  x  \u  voly  ail- 
ministered  by  the  pRE.siDEt.T,  eM-ept  on  rare  ooca- 
Bions  of  leginlation  for  the  estAblisnmeiit  of  Terri- 
toriuB,  for  the  admission  of  States,  or  for  abortiye 
c'lmproniiEes  betiiveeQ  the  North  und  tba  Soiitli. 
The  vast  and  rapid  increase  of  Federal  power  is 
cow  iiocompanied  by  the  rise  of  Congresa  to  the 
[Msition  of  a  SovereiQ;n  Assembly,  Notwitbstaiul- 
lug  tba  expreas  riroliibitions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
Itdpublican  leaders  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Honaa 
daini  0,  Porliantentary  omnipotenoe  which  is,  per- 
hapa,  necesSBJy  under  existing  ciroumetances, 
although  it  conflicts  with  American  theories  and 
[)reeedent.  Tho  policy  of  the  fnion  ia  drifting 
rapidly  away  from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  docu- 
ment which  wiiB,  once  Buppoaed,  like  the  will  of 
Shift's  fanioua  testator,  to  provide  for  all  tho  con- 
tiogenmos  of  national  life.  Tho  doctrine  of 
historical  development  is  more  indispensable  to  a 
great  Commonwealth  than  to  tha  Roman  Catholio 
OUurch.  If  a  Constitution  is  not  lai^e  enough,  it 
must  be  strotchsd  till  it  fits,  and  naa'row  dogmas 
niuat  be  extended  bjj  supplementary  tradition,  or 
hy  a  liberal  canon  of  interpretation.  Mr.  SirjiKuni 
has  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  fra,meTa  of  tbft  Cnii- 
elitiitiou  virtuitlly  enacted  unlvcraii\  BVLSt«i^a  \o^ 
negmea  and  tor  wjlites,  although  tte^  ■'sejfc  »»- 
'''t^y   imcoBsdouB  of  any  simUaT  iTAerAro'cv.    "V-a 
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implicitly    coatainod    in     the     prase Ung    of 

ApoBtlos.  ^ 

The  foreign  policy  of  the  American  Govemmenifl 
hki  been  confined  to  A  modified  toIorAtion  of  Ou 
Fenian  conspiracy,  to  an  adjournment  under  proturi 
of  the  Alabama  demands,  and  to  a  more  actirtH 
interfoTQnctt  in  Mexican  af&int.  A  year  ago  thai 
Emperor  of  the  Fbengh,  wisiily  jieldini;  (o  obviotufl 
nocestity,  agreed  to  withdraw  his  forces  frobifl 
Mexico,  and  to  abandon  his  not  ungonetouB  dor  " 
tor  the  regeneration  of  that  unhappy  oountry. 
partiaana  of  Jcabbz,  encoiira^d  by  their  appro) 
inc  Iniimph,  have  pressed  on  the  retreating  f>e 
and  Imperialiata,  until  the  greater  p;irt  of  tha  en 
territory  has  lieeii  restored  toils  '-irmer  anarchy^ 
The  final  departure  of  the  French  army  has,  feiL 
military  rea.<;ons,  been  postponed  from  the  autiimH 
to  the  following  'spring,  in  spite  of  remonstrance 
on  the  part  n(  Mr-  Srwaep,  which  wore  perhap. 
intended  rather  to  satixfy  bin  fellow -citixens  than  t( 
influence  the  decisions  of  France.  The  America'' 
Oovemment  has  lately  sent  a  Minister  to  Juj 
accompanied  by  (Jeneral  Sherman,  who  is  probahl 
directed  to  arrange  the  conditions  of  possible  miln 
taryaid.  Tlie  experiment  of  n  Latin  Empire  in  th< 
West  was  doomed  to  inevitable  failure  when  thj 
American  Civil  War  ended  in  the  complete  triiimd 
of  the  North.  The  duty  of  protectm;;  order  ar^ 
civilization  in  Mexico  now  devolves  on  the  TTnitt  ^ 
Sljites,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  Americu 
pnergy  may  succeed  in  a  task  which  will  never  M 
accomplished  by  indigenous  roaourees.      For  tW 

Kesent  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  prcg 
bly  prefer  the  estiblishment  of   a  protectorate  tT 
the  annexation  of  the   Northern'  provineea.     In  tit 
ruse  of  the  Continent  ih^it  ti&vm  rti  cxdusive  cnaa 
«rn/  reijuina  no  immediate  w»ertvc«vw  ■j«m>ab^J__ 
TAe  war  of  Chili  and   PBrtt  witV  ?>^Vo,  Vi*^q«». 
termiaatod  by  a  reference  to  ftia  Tn«av»S.tf.u  eft  ».&».■ 
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land  ftnd  FranQs,  end  a.  more  remoie  contest  of 
Foro^Kjr  with  a  confederacy  of  the  Empire  of 
Braul  and  of  the  Republics  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Flutit   proceeds   without   a,ay   European    interven- 

The  moat  important  event  of  the  year  hai  heen 
the  aggmndizetnent  of  the  Pruuian  monarcliy  b; 
the  masterly  policy  of  Count  Bis^iiabck,  and  by  the 
brilliunt  eiploila  of  the  Pruaaian  anuy.  The  com- 
pletion of  Italian  unity  wai  an  episode  only  second 
in  magnitude  to  the  principiil  transaction.  Yenica 
waa  conquered  for  Italy  by  Prussian  arms  on  the 
plains  of  Bohemia,  but  the  victory  might  have  been 
doubtful  if  the  flower  of  tbe  Austrian  army  had  not 
been  detained  to  oppose  the  Italian  forces  on  the 
Miiicio  aud  the  Po.  The  ancient  rivalry  betweno 
the  two  great  German  Powers  had  long  b(.>en  tend- 
ing to  a  bnat  struggle.  Only  two  years  have  passed 
aiuoo  tiie  Auatriau  Uovernnaent  unwillingly  joined 
in  the  seizure  of  ticlilcswtg  and  EolsteJn  to  prevent 
Prussia  from  assuming  the  excluatve  championship 
of  Qermany  against  Denmark.  Tlie  easy  conquest 
of  the  provincea  provided  a  fresJi  aubject  of  dispute 
between  two  joint  possesBora  whoso  interesta 
and  opportunities  of  advantage  were  altogether 
unequal.  At  it  was  imposaibte  to  annex  any  por- 
tion  of  the  Duchies  to  tLo  Imperial  dominions,  it 
was  the  policy  of  Austria  to  favour  either  the 
hereditary  claimant  or  the  allied  rights  of  the 
Diet,  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  ambitious 
designs    of    the    ii^usiiaii   Minister.     When  King 

William   met   the   Emperor   Fimnuis    Joseph   at       

Glaateiu,  in  the  summer  of  1S05,  Count  £ls]i]aiu;e  ^^M 
was  readyand  ecger  to  bring  the  dispute  toa  crisii,  ^^^t 
Embarraaaed  by  the  scruples  of  hia  ^\etB\^,'^i<&  ^^^| 
iiicceeded  ia  ejecting  tt  teinpoEnxj  ext«i\ij,t^™.en^^^^| 
a-hiah  could  Bcarcely  ail  to  produce  i  ^tibX  ■vii'i^>SS^^^B 
PruMia  asaunjed  tlie  jjiuvmoiiA  adimi\\*Wa-\.YOQ^  ■ 
e^Mew.    whilo    Austria  waa    releaa-teA    voWi    '^i^ 


dialrict    of    Schleawig.     The  r.zpectatU 
that  tho  tn-o^  adiacent  GoverDmenti  would  plural 
cuQtTftry  liiiM  ofxioUcy,  and  that  Austria  wohW  \. 
iiDjiatient  to  tertniuata  &n  irlc»oina  and  mtonmlopl 
state   of  al&irs,  was  not  diiiappoiiited.     Tha   piy 
pnsnJa  ot  Austritt  tor  aubiuiagion  to   the   ai'bitratio: 
at  tbe  Diet  were  atendily  rejected  by  PnisHia,  tuM 
reoiprocal    complaints   were   apoe^y  followed  ^ 
ostentatiouE  arnumenta  on  tha  (tart  of  Austria  ai 
lij  more  iicrioua  and  d<itermined  prepnmtioni  on.tn 
Bide  of  Pniasia.     in  Feliruary  and  March  frefpto* 
tiimoura  of  war  altsrnnted,  oa  is   cuBtomary  on   tbfeH 
eve   of  great  confliiits,   with    real     or    pretcndl 
jittemjits  at  ucgotintion,  and  with  cival  protest) 
tions  of  peuciible  inteutious.     As  aoon  us  theprob' 
biitty  uf  a  Gucnian  war  bocaoie  apparent,  all  Ita 
unaliimouily  iuaiBtcd  thut  the  Government   stioia, 
not  lose  the  opportunity  of  wresting  Venetia  frafi^ 
Austrian  poissocuion.     The  al]iaiice,whlcli  was  after 
wards  embodied  in  a  forniaJ  compaL-t,  pro-exist^ 
im  the  ooiumon  interest  of  PruBaiu  and  Italy,  aqilfl 
in  tile  TBBoiute  dtit«rinination  o{  tbe  Italian  people.! 
Before   tlie   middle  of   May  the  three  Powers  WBt^ 
all  openly  preparing  for  war,  and  the  ambiguodi 
intentioua  of   i^'rance  were  watubed  with   anxio^- 
cutioeity.     It  was  known  that  Count  BisaAEcith: 
viaited  the  Emperor  Xapoleok  in  the    previcni*| 
autumn,  imd  tlio  interview  at  ffiarritz  recalled  t^a-a 
meaioi'y  of  the  celebrated  agTBement  which  Catoost 
formally  concloJeil  at  PU)mtiitrea.     Tbe   neutraB^y  ' 
of  Pnuica   was     indispensable,   and  tlie    Prussian 
Minister  is  believed  to  have  bid  liigh   for  non-inter-    ' 
ventioR,  o^eriiig  to  connive   »t  tbe  annexation  ui 
Belgium,    Uia  propiisod  conceasioiui  on  behalf  of  J 
Germany  were  not  equally  liberal,  but  tlie  EmperWM 
Xapoleos  waa  perBuaded  that  tiusaia  would  yieldfl 
the  oolil-field  of  Saarbrtc^MiiftuAwKM.  *«»s»^  1 
tiona  of  the  frontier  would  ^  ^•aWi.Stt'&ft'nHt!^- 
«*»(.     Tho  ambitiouB  project*  ol  Ywwa.'sat*  V<s* 


favourably  reguided  by  ordinary  French  politiciaiia. 
In  tlie  month  of  Apcil,  towards  the  close  of  the  pri> 
lunged  debates  on  the  Address,  ths  Legialutive  Body 
expressed  strong  and  general  bestilitj  to  the  imion 
and  aggrandiMjaent  of  Geimany  ;  and  M.  TsiKM 
represented,  with  chafacteristic  ability  and  itorrow- 
DOBS,  the  traditional  opinion  that  the  greatneEs  of 
FranoB  ia  correlative  to  the  woakness  and  sulidivi- 
aion  of  all  neighbouring  States.  An  Austriap 
allianue  would  have  been  approved  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Body,  and  perhaps  by  the  nation  at  large  ;  but 
the  EiiPBBUB  is  in  advance  of  his  auhjects,  and  he 
espacialiy  reseated  the  DJ-di^uised  censure  on  his 
policy.  In  a  speuuh  delivered  a  fetv  days  afterwords 
at  Auxerre,  the  Empxeob  spoke  of  his  oi'itics  in  the 
Legislativo  Body  with  sarcasm  and  contempt,  deular- 
iiig,  at  the  same  timu,  his  own  purpose  ot  abolish- 
)U[;the  Treaties  of  1S15  by  furthering  tlie  re-adjusl' 
tnent  of  the  balance  of  power,  on  the  understanding 
that  France  should  be  entitled  to  an  equivalent  for 
every  addition  to  the  dominions  oE  foreign  States. 
The  li.vi'GRoB'ij  inipiudcot  language  excited  grava 
uDeasiness  for  the  independence  ot  Belgium,  and  at 
the  same  time  it  enuoiiraged  the  designs  of  Prussia. 
A  subsequent  proposal  of  a  Congreas  or  Conference, 
which  had  never  boon  seriously  pressed,  was  with- 
drawn on  the  refusal  of  Austria  to  diaouas  any 
alienation  or  exchange  of  ton'itory.  Xhe  plan  of  a 
Conference  was  GnalTy  abandoned  in  the  first  days 
of  June,  and  immediately  afterwards  the  Austrian 
Govermnent,  neglectins  the  warnings  of  tlieir  Com- 
mander-in-ChiefT  rashly  precipitated  a  rupture 
before  their  army  wm  ready  for  action.  Ilia 
majority  of  tlie  Diet^  alarmed  by  the  menaces  of 
Prussia,  and  irritated  by  the  continuance  of  the 
Prcviiional  Administration  in  the  Duiiroa,  "c^tvA  ' 
on  tie  Buppoaed  strength  o!  Austria.,  ani  6.«^«i- 
^»ed  to  BuppoTt  her  preteuaionB.  'E\v«  -laviviiiwc* 
OfUie  Auatri&a  aetay  vrero    popuXai:\^  ea\Ma^^*-  '*''^ 
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half  1  millioa  ;  General  BeiiBdsk  wu  believed  to 
bo  an  abler  commander  than  any  of  his  Pruasika 
rivals  ;  and  Bavaria,  Wiirtemberg,  Hanover,  and  J 
Saiony,  with  other  minor  States,  were  expected  t*^ 
brinz  la^e  contingents  into  the  finld.  The  quali^ 
ai  the  Prussian  troops  and  of  their  Oenerals  wM 
rashly  uademted,  and  it  was  believed,  on  pkusibM 
grounds,  that  the  warlike  policy  ot  the  Minister  m 
distasteful  to  the  majority  of  the  people.  Porthre 
or  four  years  the  Kino  had  beoi  ' 

flict  with  the  House  of  Deputiei 
of  the  army,  SuecoBsive  JJi  ' 
extended  period  of  service  w  ^        , 

prerogative  after  they  had   been  rejected     by  t 
House  ;  the  privilege  o!  free  Parliamentary  speed 
was  endangered  by  Government  prosecution*,  i 
spitv  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  Count  Bimurck  li 
all  occasions  expressed  bis  contempt  for  the  repr*-B 
sentativea  of  the  jieople,  who  in  turn  protested  wi^"^'™ 
equal  firmnesB  and  temper  against  the  usiirpatiat 
of  the  Obowk.    The  Minister  trusted  to  victiity  ftl^_ 
the  justification  of  all   irregularities  committed   in| 
the   organization  of  the  army.     The  patriotism   i 


deputies  OB  theor^nizatiol 
!  JJudgets  providi.>g  fur  iji 
ce  were  enforced  by  Royll 


the  soldiers  who  formed  the  Line  and   the  Reser 
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brought  the  army  itself  and  the  ai 
service  into  a  condition  of  perfect  efficiency  ;  ai^'l 
Ueneral  vox  Moltkb,  chief  of  the  Kiso'n  Staff,  baclM 
arranged  all  the  movemeata  of  tbe  campaign  whilail 
^he  enemy  was  wasting  energy  in  political  iintrigiieiti 
ind  miscalculating  tbe  time  required  fur  the  coii.*>ff 
:entration  of  the  army.  The  possession  of  the  on^J 
tireech-loading  muskets  in  Suropo  increased  thai 
.■onfidence  of  the  Prussian  troops,  who  had  provo^fl 
n  tlie  short  Danish  campaign  tbe  advantage  Ol  ■ 
}iceptionul  rapidity  of  fire.  Having  prepared  allj 
the  elements  of  success,  and  having  arranged  all  hb 
jozn/iiDalioiia  with    t\ie    mc«a^    oaaMtBR^,  Ctfa'ds 


BiiiAURGE   confidently  awsiited  the    assault  of    his 
adversary. 

On  the  14th  of  June  the  Diet,  on  the  motinn  of 
Austria,  voted  the  mobilization  of  the  army,  with  a 
view  to  Federal  execution  in  Holstein.  The 
Prussian  GovemmeDb  replied  by  a  declaration  that 
the  German  Confederation  wob  diwolved,  and  on 
the  18th  it  declared  irar  against  AuBtrLa.  The 
Italian  dQclaratioo  of  war  followed  on  tho  19tli,  but 
FruEsia  hod  already  atcurod  many  of  the  objects  of 
the  war.  On  the  16th  Pniasian  troops  entered 
Hanover,  Heaso  Cassel,  and  Heue  Dnrntstadt,  and 
three  colmnns,  according  to  a  preconcerted  plan, 
advanced  by  as  many  different  routes  into  Saiony. 
The  confederates  of  Austria  were  paralysed  by  the 
euddeimess  of  the  attack.  The  Bavarians,  who 
were  to  have  taken  part  in  the  operations  with 
lOO/KW  men,  were  not  ready  befora  the  end  of  the 
'impugn.  A  Federal  army  which  covered  Frank- 
fort remained  inactive  until  the  Austrians  had  been 
crushed,  and  the  Hanoverians,  after  engaging  in  a 
uscleu  combat  for  the  vindication  of  their  military 
honour,  aorrenderod  to  the  PruBaian  Generals. 
Schlocwig  and  Uolstein,  with  all  Western  Germany 
north  of  the  Main,  were  conquered  almost  without 
a  blow  i  but  the  easy  defeat  of  the  minor  Confede- 
rates would  have  been  unprofitable  if  the  fortune  of 
war  in  the  principal  campaign  had  been  favourable 
to  Aoatria.  Marshal  Bbnedbk  had  been  compelled 
by  the  premature  action  bf  bis  Government  to  allow 
the  Priusians  to  anticipate  him  in  the  occupation  of 
Dresden.  The  Uazon  army  retired  before  superior 
forces  to  join  (he  Austrians  in  Bohemia,  and  alone 
among  the  contingents  of  the  smaller  States  per- 
form^ good  service  to  the  common  cause.  Prince 
Fkedebick  Charles  a^vanned  rapidly  throucH 
Saxony  towards  the  Bohemian  passes,  while  the 
Prince  of  Pkcbsia  moved  in  a  parallel  lino  throMgJv 
Sjlaua  to  the  EMt^ra  openinsa  in.  the  itkci\u^\.t^v^. . 
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Both  armicB   combined   their  movpiiipntB  wfth  tf)« 
aid  of   constant     ttibgraphio   communication,  and 
GenBnJ  ton  Moitkb  directed  thu  oodrae  of  thB  J 
campaign  front  hend-qunrtsrs  at  Beriin,  joining  tbtT 
army  in  company  with  the  Knro  only  on  the  eve  d 
the   decisive   bnttlu.     Some   mlUtury  wrttetn   hold 
that  Mnrahai   Bbnedbk   might  have   defeated  th* 
Fnusfiian  oolumos  in  defaLiI  as  they  iuned  from  1 
mountain   passes  into   thd  pldiu  of  Bohemia.         , 
the   other  aide   it  is  Drgcd  that  failure  would  hATfl 
exposed  the  Aastrian  trmy  to  severance  fnun  ilt. 
hftsa  of  operiitions,  and  to  the  risk  of  absolute  HiiB^ 
In  a  succession  of  combats  during  the  last  week  < 
June  the  PrussiiDB  uniformly  obtained   the  advnH 
tage,  cither  through  the   sttperiority  of  their  Bi 
arms,  or  as  a  con^cmience  of  the  better  and  n 
uniform  quality  cf  trieir  troops.    The  Italian  r^jj 
ments  in  tbe  Austrian  service  were  disaffected,  t 
th«>    Hungaiiaiis   were   lukeivartn   in  the  Imp( 
cause.    Tho  best  portion  of  the  nr 
chiefly  of  Qermr-a  8oIdieni,wa8  occupied  in 
hant'H  triumphs  in  Venetia,  while  the  destiny  <i 
the  Empire  dii,-.'nclcd  on  the  result  of  theBohemiMi 
campaign,      Nuvcrthelcsa,    in    tho    final    stwi^ 
victory  tor  a  timo  seemed   doubtful   t 
only  jiddcd  to  overwhelming  numbers.     Having 
EUstamed    a    check    at     Nnchod     from     Oenerlf^ 
HEttiTAitTH,    who     commanded     the     Prince   < 
Prussia's  advance,  the  Austrian  oommaTider  ( 
doned  tho  hope  of  pevehting  a  junction  of  tbvQ 
Prussian  armies,   and  after  some  minor  engago'V 
ments,In  a  district  already  famous  in  the  campaignlfl 
of  Frederick  tho  Greit,  he  took  up  a  position  rt* 
Sftdowa,  on  tho  right  Imnk  of  the  Elbe,  which  ift* 
that  neighbourhood  flows  from  north  to  south.     Onl 
the  morning  of  the  3d  of  ^nly  the  army  of   Princ«' 
FuEDEBiCK  CHASLE.S,  noraliially  commanded  by  th9^ 
Jiixo  in  person,  commenced  tho  attack   on    "'^ 


wTieh  forblne  wu  inclining  ti>  the  AtistriAtis,  tba.,  I 
Prince  of  PRti'ssiA,  having  marched  at  early  dawn, , 
came  into  line,  like  Bi.rciiBR  at  Waterloo,  on  tha 
left  wing  of  the  PruBsian  army.  Tbe  Austrian  | 
centre  ai  Chluin  was  broken,  and  it  only  remained 
for  BEKEbEK  to  commeiicD  a  haety  rotroat.  But  ' 
for  the  slacknesH  of  the  PrUsaian  cavalry  in  pursuit 
the  AuHtrians  would  have  been  dt'Ettroyed  or 
Bcattered,  but  Bekebek  crossed  the  Elbe  in  sofcty 
with  the  remains  of  hia  force,  and  he  eventually 
halted  at  Olmlitz.  The  numbers  engaged  at  Sadowk  I 
were  as  great  aa  nt  Leipsic,  and  the  roEults  were  aa 
decisive  as  those  of  Waterloo.  The  long  ooiitcBl 
between  the  Houses  of  HArsBUius  and  HoHBit-  I 
zoLi.ESN  has  ended  with  &  fortnight's  campaign  and 
with  one  great  battle.  The  Austrian  Government 
found  it  impossible  to  reorganize  their  beatenarmy, 
and  it  would  have  been  daiigoroua  to  ask  furtlier 
aid  from  the  discontented  provinces,  Bohemia  and, 
Moravia  displayed  alarming  indifference  ;  Hungary 
was  more  actively  disaffected,  and  even  in  Vie:ina 
itself  popular  feeling  was  opjioscd  to  useless  efforts. 
and  sacrifices.  Within  a  day  or  twO  from  tlie  battle 
of  Sadowft  the  Austrian  Government  made  an  awk- 
ward overture  for  peace  by  suddenly  surrendering 
Venotia  to  the  Emperor  of  the  PRENrH. 

In  Italy  the  honour  of  the  Austrian  arma  had 
been  exceptionally  sustained.     An  soon  as  war  waa    ' 


the  command,  under  tho  Kind,  of   one   division   of 
the   rf^lar  army,    while   General   Cialdiki,    with 
100,000  men,  prepared  to  cross  the  Lower  Po  on  tha 
enst   of   the   Quadrilateral  fortresses.     On  the  24th-    , 
of  June  the  Kisa  and  Belli  Mabmoka  crossed  ths    . 
Mineio   in  force  ;  but   it   is  still  uncertain  whether 
their  movement  was  originally  intendeii  aa  ■».  \«ro.V  ' 
to  cover  the  passage  of   Ciali>\SI,     T\vb  foeli.  cwr^ 
ef  tbe  Knag's  armj' marcjving  agams^.  \.\«  x^iw*^ 
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between  Peadiifr*  and  Verona  wm  nttaoked  (Hid 
overthrown  by  the  main  biidy  of  tl\Q  Auatriana 
Other  portions  of  tho  Itolian  irmy  were  not  in  timt 
to  BDpport  their  comrudpf,  iwd  aftnr  a  gaJLtni 
Gtnigglo,  in  which  the  valour  of  the  soldiers  offered 
Bdme  pompenaotion  for  the  faults  of  tho  Gonerdb, 
tho  Kiso  was  obliged  to  retreat  across  the  Mincio, 
and  CiALDiNi  necossarily  remained  on  the  righl 
bank  of  tho  Po.  Tho  hatUu  of  Custozi^a  inflicted 
BevBTB  disappointment  on  the  Italians,  and  tha 
attainment  of  the  great  object  of  tho  war  line  hut 
partjally  reliet^d  thiir  veiation.  Their  irritatioD 
was  inereasad  by  the  strange  conduct  of  the 
Austrian  tlovemment  in  surrendoring  Tenetia,  not 
to  Italy,  but  to  France.  This  useless  act  of  homage 
had  bran  unwisely  extorted  by  the  Emperoi 
KapolPiON  with  the  double  result  oi  alienating  the 
Italians,  who  substantially  profited  by  the  transfer, 
and  of  proving  his  own  inability  to  reward  by.anj 
Eubstanfial  service  the  unbecoming  deference  m^ 
Austria.  In  answer  to  the  announcement  of  the 
surrender  of  Tenotia,  the  Prussian  and  Italian 
Govemniente  simultaneously  declared  their .  deter- 
mination  to  prosecute  the  war,  but  Italy  was  n<>t 
destined  to  acquire  military  glory  in  addition  tc 
territorial  a^^andizomcnt.  After  the  battle  of 
Custoxza.  neither  Df.lla  Marmora  nor  CjALpim 
attempted  any  arlive  operations,  and  Oabibuiii  • 
^hting  in  the  Italian  Tyrol,  with  an  undiseiplined 
and  ill-mippliod  force  of  VoUmteere,  failed  to  obtain 
any  considerable  success.  Tho  national  moriidca.  ' 
tion  was  largely  increased  by  the  defeat  of  Admirsi 
FebraNO  by  Admiral  Teobihofp  in  a  naval  action  f 
near  tha  Islnnd  of  Lissa.  The  Italians  have  now 
learnt  by  pninful  e^perionoe  that  patriotic  enthn- 
xiasm  in  an  inadequate  substitute  for  strategic  skill' 
and  for  ftdministratit'a  vigoiu'.  The  PruDsinns  had 
prepared  beforehand  all  the  conditions  of  success, 
*aa  iAe.y  ifere  coverccd  ty  iBtai«a«\B.-Q'«\ia  taaw 
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bow  10  use  great  resources.     I'he  Aaairiaji  axmy 
was    finally  assembled    on    the    left  bank  of  ths 
Danube,  us   if   to   cover  Vienna  ;  but  the  Govern- 
meot  jieliled  to  the  convictioa  that   further   resist-   . 
ance  was   irapossible,   and   pvellrainaries   of    peaw   1 
were   anungBd   on   the   2l8t  of  July  and.  signed  on  i 
the  SBih.    The  terms  of  peace  were  perhaps  harsh,  i 
but   they  were   dictated  by  prudent  foresight,  us  it  1 
was  indispensable  tu  assert  the  esulusive  xupremaof   I 
of   Prussia   In   Germany.     With  the   exception  oi   I 
Yenetia,  which   had   been  already  relinquiiilied,  no  i 
\  Austrian   territory  was   surrendered  ;    but  Austria   I 
'  tras  forced  to  relinquish  all  Federal  connexion  witlt'  ] 
'the  German  States.  Fortlie  ei.tinct  Garuiau  I«agua  1 
'"two  new  confederacies  of   unequal   niQ,gmtude  wen   ] 
for  the  time  created.     To  the  north   of   the   MaiOf 
'  Pmssi:!  was  to  exercise  military  and  diplomatic  con- 
■  tofll,  while  Bonthem  Gennanj'  was  prohibited  from  ] 
Ntming  any  political  connexion  with  Austria.    Ifo 
jtipiilations  in  favour  of  the  allies   of   Austria  wet*  i 
admitted  ;  but,  in  deference  to  the   intercession  of  I 
France,  Saiony  was  allowed  to  retain  a  qualified  W   ] 
nomiiilu  independence.     It  is  uncertain  whethn  I 
the   Anstrisn   >]mpire    will   survive   the   shock   of  I 
Sadowa.     The  Empebor  still   hesitatca   to   concede  1 
"file  Hungarian  demand  for  separate  and  indepen-  J 
'VIent  administration  ;  in  Bohemia   he   is   urged   ^  I 
''estabtish  nation.il  institutions,  and  in  Galicia  he  is  I 
ffisturued  by  liussian  intrigues  against  the  dominaot  i 
Tftjlish  race.    Even  the  German  Provinces  wavor  ^  ( 
Cheir   loyalty  to   the   Imperial   House,  since   theit   1 
personal   allegiance   has  become  inconipatible  wttA  I 
their   relations   to  tho  rest  of  Germany.     The  un^  I 
(dvantage  «hich  Austria  has  obtained  by  tho  *aB  1 
xinsists  in  the  relinquishment  of  a  dangerous  and  I 
MBtly  position  in  Italy.     The  Italians,  on  the  other 
nand,    notwitliatandiog   tho   wounds    inflicted    qo. 
dieir   self -esteem,    have   now   tbu    omovUiVkA-j    t>\ 
redticins  thiir  arn\v.a.iid  they  avi:  Te\\c\  tei  ^Viva.  "Caa 
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presenoeofany  foreigner  in  the  Peninsula.  TbaEn< 
peror  Napoleon  insisted  on  the  idle  and  obnoxicwa 
uiremony  of  an  appeal  to  univeraal  sutFruge,  and  tM 
inhabitants  of  Veuetia, including  the  clergy  and  tlia 
liishops  themselves,  unanimouslj  annexed  tha 
provincs  to  the  KingUom  of  Itiily,  The  only 
excephion  to  the  national  Bovereigutjr  now  conaists 
in  the  atj  of  Rome  and  in  the  narrow  dominions 
of  the  Holy  bee.  lu  piu'Huonca  of  tha  Coaventioa 
of  SupteiuWr,  1804,  the  Eiujiuror  Nafolbos  has 
withdrawn   the   Froucli   garriaou,  and  the   PoFB  i' 


present  he  bIiowb  uo  innUuation  to  reooncila  bitpaelf 
to  Italy,  and  be  has  on  one  oouasion  publidy  given 
tray  to  undignified  anger  a^-oiust  the  Empei-or  of 
tile  Fbekcb.  Bai'OQ  HiOAiioLi  and  hie  uolleacuea 
have  prudently  allowod  the  exiled  Italian  Bia£ops 
to  I'cturn  to  their  seec,  and  they  offer  to  Pics  1  *  ■ 
unlimited  spiritual  liberty  on  oouditjon  of  tempera! 
recognition, 

Tho    FrussiaQ  Goveinment  has  consulted  tha 
patriotic  feeling  of  Germany  by  t 
rank  of  a  groat  national  Power. 
<if    the  ivat',  ^uhleawig   mid   Holsteiu  were  secured 
vithout   a   bloiir  ;  the   Kingdom   of  Hanover,  the    , 
Electoratti  of  Hesse  Cosset,  the   Duchy  of  IfasBan, 
and   Hesse-Uai'iustadt,    north   of   the  Main,    have 
been   slnuo  annexed  to     Pmsda.      In  the  other 
Korthui'u  Statoa  the  amiy  and  tha  foreijfu  repre- 
sentation are  also  tiunsfurred   to   the   managemeat 
of  Prussia,  and  the  Southern   Governnienta,  under, 
the  preaBuro  of  their  subjects,  are  eagerly  applying 
for  Prussian  friendship   and  for  eventual  admisuon 
into  the  Confedorooy.    After  the  brilliant  triumphe    ' 
of  hia policy ,  CountBisa(iB,i^taaaft\i.n»'(rUd?,«itho    ' 
Farliamentkry  rights  wlucVi  ^e  ^i.a&  IcrmwiVi  'isk-  \ 
fringed,  and  the  Hou.qe  ol  DEpaftea^wi'*'""?^^,^^ 
tioaed  ackaoniedgcd  ivreeaUtAva*  m  w«isistara»a«fc 
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of  splendid  servieeH,  A  Nortli  Oermao  Parliament  i>  ^ 
ahinit  Ut  be  elected  by  tbe  i»aiis|)ici(ius  inetliod  of  I 
^univeisiil  Biiiri-B.ge  to  coufii'in  the  G«'irau  uni^  1 
,«lv)di  tiiis  been  jiRii'ticoIlj  uttiiiiied.  It  ia  not  i^>  I 
^-obnblQ  thnt  tho  title  of  King  of  Gunnauy  or  ot  1 
^!niptiror  of  the  Ruuians  viU  be  revived  ia  favoHE  I 
ot  the  RoytJ.  Uouso.  [ 

TllQ  nvpid  growth  of  Pnissiiin  power  has  bewi  i 
regarded  with  iU-coDasaJed  dissutiafitction  in  I 
France.  Hoan  after  tlia  coucluHiou  of  peace,  eitbor  1 
to  aatisfy  popular  demands  or  for  the  purpoae  of  1 
fumiahiBg  a.  pnujtical  cotuiiicntary  on  the  errora  of  I 
popular  opinion,  the  Siuperor  Natoleux  formaJlf  I 
ancdied  to  the  PrUHsLui  Qovsmiuent  for  the  uesaian  | 
qI  8a4rbruck.  The  reply  th»t  it  was  impossible  to  1 
J<uK6Ader  uny  portion  of  Oci'inau  territory  was  bi}t  I 
|4  n^  version  of  the  iiiaaim  tliat  a.  stroug  mm  1 
u^od  keeps  hia  house  in  pence.  It  »ub  uselL'ss  ia  I 
'jKilong  Ibe  diaciissioii,  uor  baa  tlis  Emperor  of  Uw  J 
niGOtcii  cause  to  lepi-oivcQt  biinself  for  abstaining  1 
frbin  the  proseoutiun  of  an  impruuticable  purpoM^  J 
He  has  committed  but  two  errorfi  during  tlis  1 
tiermui  war — in  his  menoiciug  speech  ut  Auxerx^  f 
^tid  in  Ilia  ncceptttnuo  of  tlie  cBBsion  oE  Venetia  ;  i 
^Vst  it  is  eerlain  tout  liis  pupuliU'ity,  ajid  the  geaoc^  I 
(oiifid^nco  in  his  vrisdom  and  fortuuo,  have  b«a^  t 
,||h&l(on  by  the  Mexiuvn  fuilure  iind  by  the  establish-  [ 
'nienl  otiigrefit  Gennaii  Moiin.rc!iy.  An  attein[^  J 
io  reoiiKmu  opinion  by  ik  rcoruaiu%(tioa  of  the  ani^  I 
appears  to  bu  a  tlpi'd  itmtalvo.  On  the  idle  pretaxB  1 
of  a  possible  Gerinan  iuviuion,  the  French  Govern-  1 
niont  iiropuses  ti>  embody  in  a  reserve  the  eathe 
class  wliicli  baa  liitherto  l)ei;n  linble  only  te 
chance  of  coiiBui'ijitioii.  Tlie  sebeuio  would  pro- 
vide in  time  of  war  an  army  o'  l,250iOa(l  ma'sv, 
ineloding  n  mabilized  KatiojuA  Gaoii  o^  "Jft'iJiRfe- 
JC appears  (Aat  fuodern  Franco  ian.wMoo^'i.Va^J^'**' 
social  and  niontl   tlisa(lvanta'>ea    ol   wo,mtiv\««*%  "^ 
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project  is  unlversaJI;  condemned,  and  it  la  believed 
tliat  even  the  Legislative  Body  will  hesitate  to  poaa 
the  necessajy  Billa.  England  ia  tha  onlf  European 
State  of  the  first  order  which  raatlj  needs  an 
increase  of  military  atrengtli.  Continental  Oovern- 
ments,  with  tlieir  power  ot  conscription,  already 
condemn  to  idleness  or  nnptoEtable  employment 
too  large  a  part  of  tha  population. 

The  great  events  of   tke  German  and  Italian  wan 
have  tlironn   into   the    shade   the   transactions   of 
secondary  Powers  ;    but   Spain   is,  perhaps,  on  tha 
brink  of  a  revolution,  and  tne  Eoatam  Question  has 
been  affected  by  more  than  one  iniportant  occur- 
rence.    Early  in   the   year   a  military  insurrection, 
promoted  by  General  Fkim,  waa  defeated  rather  by 
the   inditfereno*  of  the  army  tlian  by  the  vigour  of 
the  Government.     Failing  to  secure  the  adliesion  of 
the  garrison  of  Madrid,   Pnof  effected  a  leisurely 
retreat  into  Portugal,  leaving  his  real   or   supposed 
accomplices  to  be  punished  with  unsparing  severity. 
Marshal  MASvaEZ, acting  in  concert  with  the  private    I 
advisers  of    the  Queen,  has  established    an   un-   i 
Bcrapuluus   despotism,    disposing  of   all   his  adver<    i 
saries   by  death   or  tranm>o nation.     Tlie  time  has, 
happily,  passed  in  which  foreign  Powers   thought  it 
necessary  to  interfere  in  the  obscure  and  unint«lligi- 
ble  politics   of  Spain.     A   judidous    readiness  to 
acquiesce  in  accomplished  facts   has  been   exhibited 
on  the  opposite  extremity  of  Europe.    In  the  month 
ot  February  Prince  Ales-isiikr  Couzi  was  deposed    ' 
by    an    inautTection    at    Bucharest,     and     Princa    ' 
CnARLes  of  tlOHBNZOLl.ERK,  aremoto  kinsman  of  tho    , 
King  of  Pkcssia, having  penetrated  into  the  country 
in  disguise,  was  elected,  with  apparent  unanimity,    i 
to  fill  the  vacant  Throne,    The  inhabitants  of  th«    i 
Pn'ncipalitiea  had  long  desivei  a  tuW  -w^w*  ffc^lA  ' 
be  a  foreigner  of  Royal  or  PrinoeV^  ^AQo4.    Vtoik*    ' 
^ifARLEs  is  said  to  add  respectable ■B6'c«n:^<¥^a?j*-^ 
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french  Governments  have  persuaded  t.hs  Porte  to 
grant  him  inyestituro  of  the  Prinuipalitiea.  Rtiasia 
remains  aloof,  notwithstanding  her  friendly  upiier- 
standiiiK  with  Prusak,  with  the  intention  rather  of 
noting  the  breach  of  existing  treatiea  than  of 
objecting  for  the  present  to  the  new  dynaaty.  The 
Mtablishment  of  n  permanent  Government  in  ths 
Danubian  PrincipitlitieB  would,  however,  oiler  a 
serious  obstacle  to  future  encroachments  on  the  aids 
of  Turkey.  Kuasian  intrigues  are  probably  not 
Inoperative  in  a  Cretan  insurrection  which,  baa  for 
iBveral  months  defied  the  power  of  the  Ottoman. 
Govemtnent.  The  movement  is  openly  fostered  by 
the  Greeks  of  the  Kingdom,  and  it  may  possibly 
end  in  the  annexation  of  the  isknd  to  Greece. 
France  has,  however,  hitherto  diacoimtenanced  the 
mo^-ement,  while  England  has  romitined  nculr.il. 
The  American  Govorament  seems  disposed  to 
furnish  a  curious  commentary  on  the  Monroe 
Dootrino,  by  taking  a  part  for  the  first  time  in  the 
politics  of  the  Lerant.  An  obsBure  pasaage  in  the 
FRBsiBEST'a  Mesaage  refers  eitlier  to  the  Cretan 
insurrection  or  to  a  plan  for  establishing  a  naval 
station  in  the  Mediterranean. 

The  recent  English  policy  of  withdrawing  as 
much  as  possible  from  foreign  complications  is  not 
likely  to  be  reversed  during  Lord  Stanlbv's  tenure 
of  office.  In  Engknd  the  creation  of  a  North 
German  Power  was  generally  regarded  with  satis- 
faction, not  unmixed  with  tinxious  reflections  on 
the  comparative  weakness  of  a  small  volunteer 
army.  Political  att«ntion  is  principally  directed  to 
domestic  questions,  and  more  especially  to  military 
organization  and  to  Parliamentery  Reform.  Tha 
position  of  Lord  DEnsy's  Government  is  neeesBMU^ 
undfifined,  ns  he  has  only  held  offica  n.\i  V-Va  wvi  tiVi 
Sesihn  end  during  the  Rocors.  T\i6  ^wbAvmiMisb^ 
of  ropresenlins;  a  minority  hap,  p©T\vaps,\ie's'ft  'iS.^ja-- 


S13 

tion.     : 

._  ...J,  and  liis   future   int«ntiiii_  .    ... 

been  disclciEe<l  ;  but  on  tt|Q  opcuin^  of  ths  Uesai^nj 
if    Mr.    Disk  ABU     shniild     projioao    >    rensnnaljla 
lacasuro  of  Reform,  Mr.  r.LAHsrusB  muet  ofeooaB 
lietweoh   his  "  fonner  colliaiiU'JS   ninl  alliM  "  knd 
the  small  Pdrlinuitutary  settion  wHi^li  tol!ow»  Mr. 
BttiuuT.    Tlici  great  Ixidy  c.£  laberal  luomljera  will 
lireter  tlio  settlcinont  of  tlie  Kcfortu  wmtroviirsj  to 
tlia  party  pretrnsiona  which  wuro  puraKiouat  in 
1859.     Tlipcroclioiipf  thy  necMsary  odiflooia»i»W» 
inipurtant  than  the  choice  oE  a  preatdinq;  horu  or  • 
natron   awnt       fho    coiiienhDnal    nj,!it   of    Jitti.    I 
Bts»Bi,L   and   ^b   GLii>sT.>Lti   sii{  thoirnomop    I 
t    a  Reform  biU  hull'         ^         i    r  r   !■>      j  rpiell*    I 
bj  th(   in   r^   of   juJ  n  v  m  taiX 

\\]\  htrtuatl    rpi  1  Bill   i>f 

Iftll       Tlio  I,  untiv    1 

eeiiotiiBs  nro  uititlnd  I  >"        I    i 

n  task  wbi  li  has  1  et  m  n  h  i  i  nil  lu 
Tuitional  WLlfnrci  It  is  nit  f  r,^  ttcn  tiiat  the 
DulkO  of  Wellinoton  pa^cd  Cninoln  rraanupa- 
tinn,  and  that  *?ir  Tobekt  Petl  rppe  dcd  tho  Cnrn 
Livwa  If  Lord  DrBoi,  by  roun  ihng  hia  party  to 
a  libcml  Gxtension  of  the  audrogc,  diaarms  ihe. 
demagosacs  who  DTid&ii(:er  puliliu  safoty,  he  will  b« 
at  liberty  to  settle  tliu  quefitinu  of  tho  political 
coTiBlstoDcy  of   himaolf   rdq   his  collcogaea  with  hia 

party,     with     hia    conscicaoe,    and    with    faturo 

■  ito^.  

1867. 

The  political  and  comnierci.T.1  gloom  in  which  thtt 

,rear  loOT   cnnimenced  still   haiifi3   over   its  doeo. 

The  sky,  as  Mr,  DisiuEj.1  U^.tX^  aV\4,  w  Bk>«ffS.  ^m.-^ 

flHtfi-'ofcLirless,  and,  pevli^VN^''>  "^  ^.'^■^«^S;*  ' 

^     "ften  he  added  tli^t  no  &toaaK  ato  xm^i-vv^-  J^^ 

horkoa  bos  tliua  far  not  been  c\*3.i;«i>>li  *-*  *^*^'~ 
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of  his  great  leoialative  expHriment,  TIio  cheerful 
enthnaiasro  wliich  iittended  tha  iiasaing  of  the  lie- 
torm  Bill  of  1832  is  repkced  by  mixbua  doubt  iind 
geueml  distrust.  The  discuiitunt  wluuli  ia  still 
oultiv&ied  by  jiolltioal  agitators  in  li]iig1iiiid  is, 
pertinps^upevfiuiiLl  or  factitious  ;  but  the  nUuses  of 
Trfldos'  TJnions  iudicata  grave  saoial  diBorjjaniMtion, 
and  the  gi-owbiR  iiiaol&nco  of  the  Fciiiati  conspirators 
bodes  ill  for  the  trannnillity  of  Ireland.  Counnerco 
and  credit  have  not  displajed  their  vonted  olostiuity 
bt  CBCOvetiDg  from  the  disasters  of  ISGO.  A  rate  uf 
?H*oount  ranging  from  one  to  two  per  cent,  liaa 
|biled  to  stimurute  entorprise  ;  luid  thu  frosh  dis- 
iptoauceB  of  irroguliiiity  iind  unsouudnoss  in  tile 
ftfikira  of  railways  ana  other  ^oint-stock  under- 
felrings  havD  diacoun^od  mTeatment.  The 
embamisamenta  of  tho  Brighton,  of  the  North 
Brillah,  of  the  Great  Extern,  of  the  Great 
VeBterli,  and,  above  all,  of  the  London,  Ghnthain, 
Uid  ijover,  and  llic  doubts  which  have  arheii  u^  to 
ii»  finanoial  oon^'ition  of  the  Calcdopian  Rjiilway, 
BMBa  heavily  on  tho  erodit  of  the  ijiost  jrrndent  and 
^oHperOHS  Uom]).tnii!S.  The  reoent  failure  of  the  f 
Boyul  Bank  of  Llrerponl  has  on::e  more  illustrated 
ti>e  poculioi'  lislts  of  banks  adniiiiistOi-ed  by  trnders, 

Ehoaa  intertsst  in  obtaining   undue  accommodation 
Btely  to  prevail  over  their   regard  for  the  prolee- 
lltui  ot  their  sharaholderB.    The  aetual  or  probable 

f  lapse  of  the  Pi-BnoU  CiMit  XMlkrhsA  ttiruwn  dL-w 
diton  speculative  Finance  Don ipauies;  andriiinons 
gation  under  the  \Viudin]{-up  Acts  produces  a 
t^Onsble  distrust  of  almost  nil  uiidcriakinga 
which  depend  on  associated  capitiil.  As  production 
and  foreign  trade  hfti-e  not  siiU'orod  in  the  same  pro- 

fiot'tion  nith  the  tr.maactiona  of  the  Money'inarkct, 
here  is  reason  to  hope  that  derangemeirt   ot  GtiuUt 
aud  suspension    of    confidence   aSec'i  ftva  ■^tA.ws 
pitliei-  thna  the  siibstance  o^  iiatvmiCt.  ■(Kcftvs^*^^-- 
fyearJy  all  the  embarrassed.  JiiiiWa-j  Co-ftv\iK*«»  ^''^ 
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p'udually  retrieve  timir  auairs  by  the  natnnl 
increase  of  trattic  and  b;  the  abandunnient,  hy  tH» 
ptovbionB  of  an  Act  of  lost  Sesaioc,  of  burilensome 
braDches  and  extonaionB,  and  painful  eLperiencs 
cannot  but  suggest  eouie  practical  securities  against 
the  more  obvious  fonna  of  joiut-stock  mismaiiaga- 
nient.  A  more  {wrnianeut  and  fnrmidable  dangtir 
nwaits  English  industry  in  the  form  of  falsa 
economic  thaories  nhich  purport  to  benefit  the 
working  classes  by  rendering  their  labour  dearer 
mid  less  productive.  To  the  true  doctrine  which 
identifies  the  good  of  the  community  with  tliB 
enlightened  pursuit  by  each  person  of  his  own 
interests,  the  sophists  of  the  Trades'  Unions  have 
opposed  on  one  side  a  selfislt  antagoiUEm  of  clasaee^ 
and  on  the  other  an  artificial  eqaality  amoDE 
privileged  workmen.  The  criiuinal  violence  wbian 
IS  sometimes  used  to  enforce  an  arbitnuy  and  ii»- 
natural  kw  proocads,  by  a  natuntl  transition, though 
not  in  logical  sequence,  from  the  fundamental  error 
of  a  protecflve  systoin  applied  to  labour.  The 
legitimate  objects  of  the  Trsdes'  Unions  are  over' 
laid  by  elaborate  attempts  to  liandic;ip  ability  and 
industry,  and  to  eit'lude  competition.  When  it  ia 
eiice  assumed  that  the  final  object  of  production  i* 
not  to  supply  the  wants  of  consumers,  but  to  benefit 
the  producers,  prejudiced  ortisaiis  readily  draw  th^ 
^oncluiioQ  that  as  it  seeins  their  interest  to  appro- 
priate tlio  largest  possible  share  of  the  promts  of 
industry  to  their  own  class,  it  is  their  duty  *" 
di  vide  their  gains  among  themselves  with  appro] 
mate  equality.  A  complacent  consciousness  of  lel 
lacrifice  blinds  the  skilful  artisan  who  has  renounced 
the  advantage  of  his  own  ability  in  favour  of  hit 
fellow- work  roan  to  the  injustice  he  may  hava 
infiiated  on  hia  employer,  to  the  harsh  exdusion  of 
anprivileged  competitors,  and,  above  all,  to  hit 
/■/i/aataij  Jjsiitatian  of  the  divlEibla  profits  of 
induatry.     Private   aa  waU   ba   v^"^  > 
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which  runs  counter  to  natural  laws  provotea 
Btact  reHUtance,  and  the  Trades'  Unions  have  often 
yielded  to  the  temptation  of  Bubatitutin);  irregular 
tyranny  for  moral  persTiaaion,  Early  in  thn  year  a 
Commisaion  waa  appointed  to  consider  the  different 
questions  connected  with  Trades'  Unions  ;  and  a. 
collateral  iaquiry  into  outrages  which  had  been 
oomniittsd  at  Sheffield  led  to  the  alarming  revela- 
tiou  that  deliberate  murders  had  been  habitually 
perpetrated  by  the  officers  of  the  SawsrinderB' 
TJnion  and  paid  for  out  of  the  common  funda  of  the 
BOoiety.  A  staiilar  organization  among  the  briak- 
niakera  and  bricklayers  of  Manchester  luid  roaulted 
in  orimes  scarcely  leas  atrocious  ;  and  it  was 
perceived  that,  in  the  birthplace  and  metropolis  of 
Free  Trade,  the  importation  of  indispeniable  build- 
ing materials  from  the  neighbouring  districts  was  in 
practice  strictly  prohibited.  Criuiea  committed  in 
maintenance  of  a  theory  Bcldom  want  apiiloKJata  ; 
but  the  Sheffield  outrages  might  have  been  deemed 
too  monstrous  to  be  avowed  or  palliated,  if  the 
members  of  the  inculpated  Union  had  not  openly 
empathized  with  the  actual  murderei-s,  and  if 
ediionted  patrons  of  oonibioation  bad  not  publicly 
eitenuated  atrocities  which  they  affected  faintly  tc 
disapprove.  The  inquiries  of  the  Trades'  Union 
Commiasion  have  already  shown  that  minute  and 
despotic  interference  with  the  arrangement  and 
processes  of  industry  ia  more  mischievous  than  the 
occauonal  resort  to  a  "strike."  In  two  or  three 
instances  during  the  year  workmen  have  been 
defeated  in  ccnfllcts  with  their  employers  by  the  in- 
troduction of  competitive  labour  into  their  respec- 
tive trades.  'The  Brightnn  Railway  Company,  after 
»  short  interruption  of  traffic,  adjuRted  a  serious 
dispute  by  concessions  to  the  workmen.  The  North- 
Ewtem  Company  baffled  a  similar  combination  by 
supplying  the  places  of  the  malcoiAwiS.^  l^awtV-iiSv- 
oat.    ^  "sirite"  of  the  wor^kwt  tMlcn*  iA"\jOTAK«i 


adroiMy  timed  at  the  beginning  of  the  aeaioTi 
tnuintnined  thrmigh  the  miniiner  Inoiiths  by  l^ 
of  eeaJoua  efforts  to  fii-evcnt  rivnJa  fiom  ace?; 
employment  A  jndicial  decision  that  i>i|m: 
annoyance  and  intimldatiOD  coostitntodan  Indl<i 
oflenee  at  liiat  put  an  end  to  tho  "  strilt? 
cripjiling  the  machinery  on  wliich  it  clependpt 
osuitence.  The  hast  uhance  nf  convincing  tbe  I 
ing  daaasB  of  their  economic  mifitatea  is  t 
found  in  the  necessary  conflict  of  interests  Iret 
memtiero  of  the  Union  and  strnngera.  Ihe  1^ 
of  the  ITnions  nish  to  mntce  oTory  trade  a  cIorb 
poration.  dififering  only  from  tlift  mediasral  gni] 
its  liQstiiity  to  ilie  emplover  :  nor  floos  any  p 
aion  fnr  the  excluded  mulutndo  form  a  prut  a 
ByBtem.  Tlie  daring  proposnl  that  the  mi 
popnlivlion  of  the  towna  shoutd  be  ronhnorbcd  o 
rural  districts  throueli  a  division  of  l.inds  liRI 
iiitely  Heen  Buegpsted  by  an  agitator  who  is  no 
mudiately  cnnnooted  with  the  Union. 

The  Reform  League,  mhicli  had  nifuld 
notorioHB  during  the  preneding  anmnicrnndauti 
wits  enabled  by  the  mismann^ement  of  an  am 
and  timid  Minister  to  obtr^in  an  npparent  tiiu 
over  hiwtu!  authority  by  holilin;^  a  meeting  in  1 
Park,  at  tbe  beginning  of  May,  in  deSanco  of  a! 
clanistion.  It  appeared,  on  a  logal  i^yciitiiljlt 
that  the  nndbputert  rlpht  of  the  tSiows  to  ex< 
liny  per»<>Da  from  the  Ilfiyftl  Parts  ttm  soeiii-oJI 
by  tn»  civil  remeily  cf  nn  action  for  traqiasi,'ii 
wonld  b»  entiriily  useless  as  a  mode  of  J.Wi-ei)l' 
politipjil  mantiiig.  At  the  lust  moment  the  dpi 
ment  prudani.ly  wllliilrew  an  imprKCticable  op 
tion,  and  Iho  meaMiif;  p^iased  over  ^tf.out 
turbaiieo  or  excitement.  It  haa  probably  beer 
covered  that,  in  the  absonco  of  definite  griavai 
the  working  populsition  of  London  is  not  dis]: 
to  wnate  Sme  and  to  crealiH  a\aT«i  \iv  \m.'^- 
£-atieriDg»,    Jia  aasemblagea  oi  tti»  IdnaWf' 
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convened  iince  the  Spring,  although  the  orators  of 
the  League  endeavoured  to  make  their  club  aper- 
manent  centre  of  prouiiscuons  agitation.  Their 
PrMident  was  lately  forced  by  hii  coUcaguea  to  retract 
a  hasty  oensure  of  Fenian  txeiison  andmtirder  ;  3'et 
there  is  little  reason  to  suppose  that  the  sel£-elat:ted 
patriots  of  the  Lea^.'ue  command  any  populnr 
sytnpnthf.  A  rival  association,  headed  by  Mr. 
PoTTBK,  and  prohiibly  reiiresentinji  a  greater 
number  of  working  men,  excluded  the  Leugiie  from 
participation  in  a  featival  which  was  held  to 
cfllelmte  the  CTeat  transfer  of  political  power 
effsctod  by  the  Beform  Bill,  Notmtfa standing  the 
progress  of  Democrncy,  Kngjishmen  are  not  yet  pre- 
[Kircd  to  be  governed  by  the  vicious  aguncy  of  Poli- 
tical Clubs.  The  Fenian  oi^nization,  with  its 
infltcrinl  In  Ireland  and  itt  root  in  the  United 
States,  might  wel!  ruiwe  nneoslness,  if  it  lind  not 
exdted  astonishment  by  its  niiscrupntom  .ind  un- 
paralleled audacity.  In  the  month  of  February, 
within  a  fuw  days  after  Ministers  h.id  annontioed 
tho  (■.arly  restoration  of  the  Hnhens  V'lr/nix  to 
Ireland,  a  band  of  conspirators,  dirpctod  by  former 
oSiuers  of  the  American  army,  planned  a  snrprise  of 
the  Ancnal  at  Chester  ;  and  when  their  designs 
were  osusUy  defeat»d,the  wliole  body  escaped  witli 
perfect  impunity.  Tlie  attempt  to  commit  open 
acts  of  hostility  on  English  soil  at  first  excited 
ineredatoua  surprise  ;  but  later  experience  hss 
shown  that  a  society  long  accustomed  to  law  and 
order  is  necessarily  unprepared  to  rusiKt  acts  of 
ftbnormBi  violencB.  Soon  after  the  failure  of  the 
intended  attack  on  Chester,  the  Fenian  leaders  com- 
mencBd  in  diffi>rent  parts  of  Ireland  an  insurrcctinn 
which  proved  completely  abortive.  In  tlia  neigh- 
bourtood  of  DubUn,in  Kerry,  and  at  Drogheds  half- 
ann*d  bodies  Assembled  early  its  March  with  the 
obvious  pnrposs  of  compeUinj &ft GtivwcvnaKt^'wi. 
ditiipate  ita  military  torw.    l^e  Mm-j  ■^»  xw^^i^ir 
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diaposed  so  as  to  crush  any  atternptatreboiilon;  but 
itB  services  were  acaicelj  needed.  The  admJrablt 
conduct  of  the  police  justified  the  confidence  vhicb 
has  been  habitually  repoaed  in  the  ktjally  an4 
courage  uf  a  purely  Irish  force.  Attacked  in  small 
detachments,  or  besieged  in  lonely  biLrrooks,  the 
police  everywhere  repelled  and  defeated  theii 
assailants  ;  aud  in  a  few  days  the  insurrection  it 
crushed  almost  without  bloodshed,  whi'o  many 
the  chief  conipimtors  remained  in  the  custody  o£ 
the  law.  In  tho  trials  which  followed,  the  jurisfl,  ," 
as  in  the  pruvioiis  yuar,  discharged  their  duties  wiuL 
impartial  fimmeKa,  jiroving  that  the  middle  claqa 
was  still  generally  exempt  from  tlie  oontagiuu  of  | 
treason.  After  some  hoaitatien,  the  Oovormnent, 
in  (-oniplian(«  with  the  general  wish,  cummuted  ^B  , 
capital  sentence  in  favour  uyen  of  the  chief  oi 
■piratun,  finding  a  fair  e^Lcuse  for  clemency  in  1 
aiiatinciice  of  the  rebels  from  wanton  outrage^  and  . 
in  tlir-  thIi.iiilli'Bs  .Ml^iii-iH  of  thj?  iriHuiTeotion. 

Ill    'ii'     .1  .'.III.'-:    till'   iii^tivity  of  the  conapimton 
wfl:^    ■        I     .     I     n- 1.  tLc'i  til  Euglaud.    A  prison- 

VBii,  ■    .        '  .uLiii   luailei's  wlio   had  beea 

niTi-'n  ■■■.  1  ■  iii.ii'.iil  111  the  suburbs  of  Maacheater 
by  a  body  uf  aruifd  lutn  j  a  sergeant  of  police,  who 
lefua^d  to  aurrender  his  charife,  waBkillt:d,  and  the 
priaouers  were  rescued,  altliouch  several  of  Uie 
ringleaders  in  the  outrage  were  <».ptured.  A  trial, 
under  a  ^Special  Commission  issued  early  iuMorem- 
bar,  resulted  in  the  couviction  of  the  principal  con- 
spirators for  murder,  and  of  aaveral  of  tlie  other  , 
noters  for  minor  ofTencea  ;  and,  ili  aiH;ordance  with 
the  deliberate  judgment  of  the  sotmd  portion  of  the 
community,  the  man  who  fired  the  fatal  sliot,  with 
two  of   his   armed   accomplices,    wiii>   t'lcsut^d,  in 

Site  of  thfi  protests  of  tbeu:  rebellious  aesoriates,  u£ 
e  morbid  aymputhy  of  demoralized  phiUathn>pi&ts, 
and  of  a  legal  quibble,  which  was  n'produced  in  ths  , 
Boaae  nf  CommQOa  after  it   hod  failed  at   tha  tritJ   , 


r 
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;o  perplEx  tke  vigOToua  intellect  of  3Ir.  Justice 
Blackbdrs.  The  convicts,  as  a  last  resource,  had 
lUIected  to  court  tuiulyrduin  iu  the  charucter  of  Iriih 
[mttiutB,  and  a  few  loebla  sentimentaliats  were  Ula- 
posed  to  extenuate  the  crime  of  murder  because  [t 
Wfta  identifioj  with  treason.  Any  moral  ooniusion 
of  HEht   and   wronij  which   niiyht  have   dUturhed 

Kpuiar  upiniun  in  England  was  eil'ectually  corrected 
the^.ffiLtraordinary  iiiaolencs  of  tlie  disotfectcd 
Irish.  'Before  the  eiucution  a  seditious  rabble, 
bavin^  been  refused  an  interview  with  Mr.  Hakdy, 
aotuaUy  held  a,  meeting  at  which  treasouablo 
ipeeches  were  dehveradj  widiin  the  walls  of  the 
Hume  Otfice,  and,  by  inexiilicable  weatueaa  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  (he  ringleaders  were 
allowed  to  retire  without  interference  or  punish- 
meet,  A  funeral  procession  In  houour  of  the 
victims  of  the  lav  afterwards  disgraced  the  streets 
□f  Loudon,  mid  the  same  method  of  defying  justice 
and  order  was  adopted  in  Ireland  on  a  larger  scale. 
The  plea  Cor  mercy  which  liad  bccu  founded  on  the 
mixed  motivoa  of  the  Manchester  conricts  soon 
took  the  fonn  of  iipologies  for  self-Bacrificing  patriots 
tnd  of  open  threats  of  vengeance  against  England. 
While  a,  prosocutiou  was  pending  s^piinst  soma 
Orangemen  in  tho  Nortli  who  U«d  violated  the 
Pttt;  ProuessionB  Act,  tho  Feniana  weru  allowed  to 
(ielebrate  mock  funenUs  in  Cork  and  otlier  towufi, 
uid  Lord  Dkrbv,  with  uliaracteristic  levity,  excused 
the  Government  for  allowing  the  Beditious  demon- 
tkations  by  a  gratuitous  assertion  in  the  Hoiiee  of 
Lords  that  the  Peniou  prooeBsions  were  not  illegal. 
The  conspirators  pronlud  by  hJs  admission  to 
krraoge  additional  processions  in  Dublin  and  iii  all 
the  principal  towns  of  Ireland,  while  their  news- 
papers were  filled  with  provocations  to  anarchical 
riolence  and  to  civil  war.  It  was  not  till  the  second 
jreek  in  December  that  a  proclamation  'n«&  ur.m»&. 
■Cwnst  the  Fenian  Drocesalons,  Ulk  icav^^  o\  Vt^u^n. 
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proved  that  tJie  boldneii  of  the  cabelahad  depended 
nn  t)\e  timidity  of  the  Uovemment.     Thoaudaer —    ' 
design  of  holding  similar  denioiulrations  in 
[irincipal   towns   m   the     North    of    England    wta    I 
fthandoiied  as  soon  as  it  was  known   that  tJie  great    i 
masa  of  the  popalatioii  wiii  prppared  to  support  th«    i 
Ideal  aiithiinties   in   maintiuning   order.     At  Liver-    i 
[100I   the   Oniugemen   annouuced   their  purpose  of    ' 
BiipjiresBing   the   Panian   proceasion  by  fcwce.  it  the    ' 
magiBtratea  neglected  tlieir  duty,     A  croiriUDg  act    . 
of  atrocity  illuMtrated  the  close   connexion   betlreen    1 
reckleis   dupra\ity  and  folly.     Encouraged  hy  their    J 
RiioceBB  in  cluvatiii^  tho  Hanchostor  murdararatato    I 
heroes  of  tho  rahble,  tlio  ooiispinitois  determined  on    I 
accompliahing  a  Eecond    reBCUO    ia    the    heart   of    I 
London.    It  was  thought  desirable  to  release  two    { 
of  their   acconipltuos,   who   were  conltned  in    tho 
Clerkenwetl  House  of  Detention   under   a  reinand, 
and  at  tho  aame  time  tn  sti'lke  the  poa^oable  popula- 
tion with  terror.    In  the  afternoon  otfJioiSthot    , 
Tlucember  a  barrel  of   gunpowder  wns    exploded    ' 
against  the   wall   of  the   prison,  making   a  breuli    ' 
through  whioh  the  prlaonera   might  hare  escapei  if    1 
they  had  not,  in  consonuunoe  of  an  animyoua  warn- 
ing, bean  removed  to  another   part  of  the  building 
The  ex[:Ic>aion,  ofl  tlio  authors  of  tho  plot  must  hav^    1 
foreseen,  crented   foitrf  ul   devastation  in  the  neigh*    1 
bowrhood.     Many  housts   were   nurtLiUy  dvatroTud    ■ 
or  Eeriously  iiijured,  and   about  iifty  persons,  all  of    I 
the   pooror  class,  including  a   lai^jo    proportion  of 
women  and  children,  wero  wounded,  maimed,  oi" 
tilVd.    Five  or  six  of  tho  snlt'orera  die^ontha    . 
spot,  or  afterwards  in  the  hospital,  and  many  of  tha    < 
Buirivors  irltl  fool  tlie  consoquencos  of  tho  oiplosioa    I 
for  life.     4lihi>ugh  theClcikenwell  ontrAge  diflbrs 
only    in    degree    from    the    Manchester    ninrdpr, 
promiscuous  slaughter  of  the  unoRbndinL'  occupiers 
of   a   back   lane   in   London    strikes    tno    pop-''- 
iflnifiiiation  more  foroiblf  thB,n  u  revolver  fired 


conntable,     Tho   certainty  that  the   oiploaion  was 
planaoil  by  the  Americntii/ed-Irish.  wlio  ntanago  the 
conspiraoy  hae   Bilenoed   and,  perhaps,  teinporari'iy'J 
tonwtQa,  the  most  lawlasHof  EiigUah  Demagogues,  J 
and  only  the   wildest  of   the   rebel   joumaliBta   in 
Ireland    take    the    opportunity    to    boaat    of    th*. 
vengeance    which     has     bi?en    inHictcd    on    theilll 
tnemies.     Bjit  for  fie   suliering  and  losses  of  thaW 
poor   inMRtants  of  Olerkcnwcll,  the   Fenian  Guo-M 
poirfer  not  might  be  regarded  with  feelings  of  n- 
mixed    cnniplacency,     Ijoacrupulons    cruelty    nii 
eametimeB   serve   the  piii-poae   ol   a 'tjrsnt  or  of  . 
dnminaiit .  fiiction — as  in  the   HriViifeasion  ofhere^B 
by  Philip  II.,  or  in   the   cstuhlishiatnt   ofJacobinB 
Eupremacy  hj  the  guillotine  ;  but  tliu  results  of  th^M 
Old   Gunpowder  Plot,  of  the   Eiipposod   murder  of  fl 
Sir  Edkond   Uphy   Goofkes,  and   of   the   i         ' 
assassination   of   Mr.  Ltnooi.n   might  have   t 
even  Fenians  the   lesson  tJiat  it  isnot  the  interea*J 
of  a  weiUt  minority  to  pmyoko   horror  and  n 


The  unBatisfoctury  ehar.irtcr  of  the  history  of  tlia.V 
year  has  been  sustained  by  nn  imtoivari)  eompliffc.J 
tion  which  compelled  tho  Government  to  call  Parli«.  J 
raent  together  tor  a  short  nntnmn  Ssssion.  Thol 
King  or  Emperor  of  AnvssEfri  has  for  some  timo'l 
defined  in  captivity  BDVcrol  English  subfects,*! 
inolnding  Captain  Casiekon,  who  held  a  Vice-;  "r 
Consulate  on  the  Egyptian  seaboard.  The  original'4 
proTOoation  consisted  in  Lord  RrssBi,i.'H  neglect  to  U 
answer  a  letter  addressed  by  the  Ein]>Bror  Tneo»'l 
DORUB  to  the  QrKBS  ;  and  the  cupidity  and'! 
irritabibty  of  an  uneivilized  Putenlate  probabiyl 
suggest  many  other  motives  of  oppresBion.  Two  jP 
years  since  Mr.  HoK.MU;iii  BASSinr,  a  Syrian  Chris-J 
tian,who  had  been  omjilojed  in  the  English  servicb, 
was  despatched  on  a  mission  to  effect  the  rslease  of 
the  prisoners  ;  br.t,  after  a  friendly  leceptviw  \ttiYn. 
the  capridons  Chief  oi  Abyssinia  ^e  -staB  AA'aTOaJjA.'s 
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hii   motives,  having  app&rently  persuaded   himself 
that   ho   had   alw.iys   favoured  Household  ^Suffrage 
hucaiud  ho   had   probablT'  never  shared  the  prejii-  1 
dices  which  ho  had  certiunly  not  discouraged.  WHbV 
1  iTiGhnefts  he  boasted  that  he  hod  "  edu^-r 


iiatiid"  hia  party  into  thtdr  rcpeut  and  sudden  e  . 
victions.  It  w-oiild,  perliaua  have  boon  moral 
judicious  to  deviao  sonw  theory  of  justificatioa, 
wliith  might  be  used  by  the  folJowera  as  *eli  as  by' 
the  leader  ;  but  the  retrospective  contpovetsy  is  < 
liappily  becoming  obaolote,  nor  was  Mr.  GLADStonKj 
himself  as  succosaf ul  in  reviving  the  dying 
in  the  hiatory  of  Befotni  u  in  proving, 
elaborate  orations  delivered  in  two  daj-s,  that  hi 
copious  e]i>({uencQ  and  his  ooniprehensive  eameat>-< 
ness  ai'e  still  available  for  tlie  Hervico  of  the  '    ~ 

and  of  the  Libecal  pfii'ty.  Mr.  Beight,  epei 
n  meeting  at  Bochdalo,  held  to  eummemorate  thai 
election  of  his  brother  for  Manchester,  condemned: 
with  his  cudtomarr  strength  of  language  the  conduct 
of  the  CoiaorvatiTO  Government,  and  inaiatad  on." 
the  necessity  of  a  redistribution  of  seats,  of  vote  ttj ' 
ballot,  and  of  anmcping  legiilatinu  for  Ireland. 
Those  who  take  plaasure  in  political  notation  may 
congratulate  thoiiisetyps  on  tlio  Itnowledga  that  tha 
Rcfoiju  Uillis  not  liU-f!y  to  iMpnve  them  of  their 
favom-ite  i'!iiploy merit. 

Wliili'  diiniostii:  prospecta' hnvo  seldom  been 
cheeiful,  Lord  Stanley's  pnident  ooiidiict  ot 
Foreign  Affaiii  has  niveA  (jeueral  satiataction. 
Genuine  sympathy  with  a  Byutem  of  policy  pre- 
Boribed  by  public  opinion  gives  a  Minister  Kreat 
advRnt9.gcs  ;  tind  no  stutosman  reppesenta  ao  fully 
an  Lord  Stanj.bv  tho  prevailing  iitdination  to 
abstain,  ad  tai'  as  possible,  from  all  embarrassing 
ejigHgements.  He  has,  imfui^tunaitely,  not  succeeded 
in  Arraiiiiutg  the  dispnlo  ■w\iit\\  ftva  kwvcAEam.'aii- 
vernaient   carefully    Uwjps   open  aa  »        *■  ~  *~ 


onee  Lorcl  Stanley  haa  offered  to  refer  the  Alsbanw  J 
claiina   to   wbitratjon  ;  hut  Mr.  Seward  inaista  on  1 
including   in  the   joint    stibniiaaien   to   award  tha  1 
conduct  of  the  English   Governmeat  in  recognizing  j 
the  hulli^'Brent  character  of  the  Confederates  at  the  ] 
outbreak  of  the  wax.     A   demand   evidently    mads  ] 
mth  full  knowledge  that  it  can  never   be   conceded   1 
is  only  a  circuitous   mode   of   closing  a  negotiatton.    I 
There   ia  at   present   no   reason   to   fear  tliat  tba   1 
litiiiious  diplomacy  of  the  United  States  will  hm  ] 
followed     oy     hoitile     measures,     although     ths 
PitBSiDENT   and    his    oppenents    in   Congress,   the 
leaden  of  the  Democratic  and   Republican   partiei 
concur  in   the  oBtentatioiia   encouragement  of   th 
Fenian   conBpIracy.     The    attention    of    American    | 
politicians   i^    really  turned  to    grave  matters  ct   J 
mtetnal    policy,  and   even    the    purchase    of    tha   I 
Russian   territory   in   America   and  of  two  Daniah   ] 
islands  in  the  West  Indies  has  only  afforded  a  , 
ing  satisfaction  to  the   national  complacency.     Tha  I 
reconitruotion  of  the   Southern   States,  although  it  I 
is  formally  in  progress,  miiBt  probably  be   hereafter  | 
recommenced.     In  a  series  of  Acta   passed  over  tha  1 
veto  of  the  Pkesiiient  Congress   provided   for   tha.  I 
assembla!;e  in  each   Southern  State  of  a  constituent  1 
Convention,  to   bo   elected   by   universal   suffrsgs,   1 
subject  to  the   disfranchisement  of  all   perBons  who  ] 
had  taken   an   active   part   iu  tlie  civil  or  military  * 
service  of  the  Confederacy.     Fn  the  meantime  tha 
Southern   States     are    proviBionally    governed    by 
military  commanders,  although   the   standing  army 
of  the   United   States   ia   reduced   to  60,000  men. 
Military  government  is,  in   fact,  less  distasteful  to 
Southern  citiKens  than  the  negro  supremacy,  which 
seems  likely  to  be   nominally  and  temporarily  esta- 
bliaJipJ.     The   Canventiona  have  in  n<j«."cVi  sSi'flQa 
Siatea   been   elected  by  negro  majot'ilW,  a\A  'Ca'i'J 
are   guided  bv  the   advice    of    exlTerae  ftfew'^^'^^'^'^ 
P<*hucmn^     if  Uieir  labour,  are  not  liAeTYxj.^W'^^'i^ 
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Klitioai  events,  the  new  Oomtitutions  Will  Km 
ce   ttie   ttnciinBloiu  dutribution  of  power  vrbii 
ohar»cterizQ»  the  Conrentioiu  theinaelvoa,    Tet  . 
is  absurd  to  Buppose  that  seven  or  eight  milUoDa  o! 
white  Americana  will  pecmoDently  oclcnowledgo  thf.^ 
luptriority  or   equ&litj    of   their   liberated   slavea.'! 
The  Butunm  eloctians  in  the  North  have   eihibitai' 
tiie  reactioii  whioh  could  not  fail  to  be  piavoked  I^ 
ultra- Bepublicon  legislntion.     Por   tho   fint    tiin 
lince   the   war,  the   States   of  Oaliforuia,  Fcniisyl>l 
ranin,  Now  York,  and  New  Jersey  ware  carried  oyf 
the  DojDOcnts  ;  and  in  Ohio  an  amendmen 
State  Constitution   for   the  adnuEsioa  of  ii( 
the  friUiohise  waa  defeated   on  a  popular  vote  by  Blu 
ovenvhelining   majuiity.     Dcspiurins    of    carrying 
the  Presidential  eleution  of  next   autumn  in  favoun 
of  one  of  their  own  leadora,  the  Bepublicans   scei 
generallj'  disposed  to  fall  back  on  the  penooi . 
populanty  and   the   colourless   politics   of   Qenei^ 
UuANi,  and,  although  the  RecoiiBtruction  Acts  Willi 
not  be  rcpouled  by  the  present  Co^resa,  violent  legi^' 
IttUon  is  prnctically  Buapwiiled.  TSo  Judioiary  Ooni' 
niittee  has  lately  reported  in  favour  of  the  impeac^ 
meut  of  the  PBC'^inEiin',  and  if  the  reconunendatioa 
had  been  offered  six  months  ago  it  would  almost  cai 
tainly  have  been  adopted  ;  but  the  State  electioi; . 
hftva  convinced  the  extreme  Bt-publicans  that  thq 
have  overshot  their  mark,  and  the  motion  for  irapeaoh-1 
ment  lias  conaequently  been  rejected  bv  a  majoi  " 
of  two  to  one.     The  Congross  which  will  be  elec 
during  next   year,   to   uommence    its    sitUnea    - 
December,  wiU   probably  oonour   with   the    fttui 
President  in  somu  measure  of  Reconstruction  whiel 
may  give  the  ne^oes  the  protection  to  whJch   th< 
are  entitled^  while  it  witliliolds  powers  which  tbi 
wo  utterly  incompetent  to  execowre,    *j\  tiaj.tB.lii 
for   the    partial   ropudin.tian  olVl-e'Sti.'Ciao^^* 
(fioij^-ii  it  has   been   cmmteTvan^A  ^;■:i  w;^^ 
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overruled  by  the   national  sense  of  eipedionny  ind 
of  honour, 

Tbe  hiHtoiy  of  the  re«t  of  the  American  Oocti- 
nent  seldom  conim&nda  or  deaervea  ktteatioQ  ;  but 
one  tragto  event  haa  brought  two  great  Europoan 
Governments  into  puinful  relation  with  a,  semi- 
civilized  Republic  in  the  Wtat.  In  deference  to  the 
irreaiatiblo  urgency  of  the  Government  of  Washing- 
ton the  French  troopa  evucuated  Mexico  in  the 
early  apring,  and  tlie  Emperor  Maximtlun  might 
have  retired  with  hia  imptrioua  protQctor  if  ho  had 
not  itnagiaed  that  his  honoiu:  waa  oonaerned  in  con- 
tinuing the  contest  for  hia  Crown,  From  the 
dei>arture  of  his  allies  his  diuae  became  rapidly  nnd 
visibly  hopeless,  and,  having  quilted  the  capital  hi 
the  early  sunimcr,  he  waa  beaieged  in  a  provincial 
town,  and  betrayed  to  the  ensmy  by  a  Mvxii^an 
ofGcor  whom  he  had  loaded  with  beueflts.  The 
captora,  with  uBelesB  oraelty,  shot  tlieir  Empbroii 
by  court-martial,  and  it  was  only  after  long  delay 
that  they  afterwards  allowed  bin  family  to  roeeiva 
his  remains.  Some  time  bcforo  tho  Bmprcae 
Charlottb,  baring  proceeded  on  an  unavailing 
iiiiaaion  to  Europe,  had  in  oonsoquenoe  of  Bufiering 
and  anxiety  been  temporarily  deprived  of  her 
reason.  No  romantic  adventure  haa  at  any  time 
ended  in  the  more  entire  defeat  of  all  the  political 
and  personal  hopes  which  it  had  excited.  The 
Emperor  AIashuilian  expiated  bv  the  min  of  his 
private  happinew  and  by  a  violent  death  the 
-lanerona  error  of  exchanging  hia  luxurious  leisure 
\t  Miraraar  for  thu  attempt  lo  rogenerato  and 
civilize  a  barbarous  and  incapable  race.  The 
Emperor  NiPOiBON,  who  oriainatod  the  dreamy 
project  of  raising  up  the  Latin  race  in  Mesica  sa 
rivflla  of  the  ^nglo-Americana,  Ima  Etwdq  wna.-' 
pTomiaed  hia  reputition  tot  maioift,  itvA. 'tJcwi'M*^ 
/era  tiidispenBabh  belief  in  hia  ioYtntie,  "ti-j  "*« 
ci^^JiDse  of  A  cJiiinerical  entettiiaa.  lufc«  t-.vi*'^!^ 


girtion  01  the  oontiiieufc  the  n 
razil  and  the  republics  &t  the  mouth  of  the  Plu 
against  tbo  heredit&ry  Ciotator  of  Para({uay  h 
just  been  brouKht  to  a  conclusion  ;  and,  on  ' 
west,  Peru  and  Chili  are  still  nominally  at  war  i 
i^pain,  although  no  f  lolher  attack  haa  been  made 
their  L-ooats. 

Mai-ahal  Narv^ek,  who  has  for  several  mantlt 
been  once  more  Priniu  Minister  of  Spain,  ha«  ulwa^ 
discouiilenauced  the  a^n.'gaive  policy  of  his  prjt 
deoesBor  O'DiiSNELL,  who  lately  ilii;d  whilo  hen 
hfilievod  to  moditatcaplot  against  the  Govemmei 
The  vigour  of  the  present  Minister,  exhibited  via 
stem  system  of  lepresaiun,  crushed  ill  the  connte  A 
the  ■■■■  


i 


IB  expected  to  head  the  movement,  WM  burned  ito 
his  attempts  to  cross  the  French  frontier  intoSpainT 
and   the   regiments  whiLih   were   to  mutiny  on  b' 
lichalf   were  afraid  or  unwilling  to  comiuence  fl- 
revnlt.     As   the   I'aitse   of   frct^oni  is  not  likely  t( 
profit    by    tile    siicoesa  oi    military   insurrectioni. 
foreigners  rc^rd  with   ei|uaiiiniily  the   disappointS 
ment   of   military'   adventurers  who  have   not   yeiil 
fought  their  way  to  olhce.     In  tlie  caily  part  of  thai 
year  there  seemed  to  bo  some  risk  of  a  misundeF*9 
standing  in   eonsequenoe   of  the  hij^h-handed  pio^l 
ceedinga   of   the   Spanish   Govemniant  to  ihe  ere— 
and  owners  of  a  vessel  which   had   been   seixed  t 
strong  grounds  of  eiispictonasa  Ohilian  mau-of-wa 
A  second  contriivcrBj  was  caused  by  the  onjustiii-J 
able  dtstniction  of  un  En{,'Iish  ship  by  a  Spanisli^ 
revenue   cruiser  ;  and   in   both   uises  the  <illiinate  ^ 
settlement    of     the   dispute    did    credit    to    Loid 
Stamev'e   temper   and    tirmnt'ss.      The    domestic 
administration  of  Sguin   woidil  lead  a  theorist  to 
furetoU  an  immediate  revolution.    Constitutional 
forms  survive,  while  tliu   Government  is  conducted] 
i^»D  MllUaee  bbtwomitlui  piUsts  und  nuns,  whoa 
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direct  the  conscience  gf  the  Court,  and  tlie  soldieM-l 
who  coTitrol  the  array.  The  finances  of  the  Stat»B 
ire  in  disorder  ;  hut  the  country  yajoys  consideiJ 
able  prosperity,  nnd  the  ahuaes  which  aeem  mtoIet*a 
able  at  a  distance  are  perhaps  rendered  less  obnoxiouAfl 
by  familiarity. 

It  Tvould  be  well  if   Turkey  could   bo   left,  1 
Spain,  to  settle  its  own  difiicultiea  without  risk  iaM 
the  peace  of  Europe.     The  internal   discontent  of  ft  I 

fiart  of  the  population  of  the  Empire  woidd  involv»>w 
ittle  danger  if  every  disorder  wore   not  habitually! 
fostered  by  the   implacable   enemies  of  tlio   Poktb.    ' 
In  deference  to  the   advice  of  France  and  England, 
the  Turkish  Government  has  deprived  the  Serviaoa 
of  all  reasonable  pretext  for  hostility  by  evacuating 
Belgrade    and    tlie    other   garriaim    towns   of  th« 
Principality   on    the     simple    condition    that    the    | 
Imperial    and    Sei-vian     flags    should    be    hoisted 
together   on   the   citndels,  in  token   of  the  feudal 
superiority   of   the   Sultan.     Attempts    to    esdte 
disturbance    in    Bulgaria,    were    defeated    by    ths 
loyalty  or  peooeable  disposition  of  tha   population, 
and  Greek  marauders  who  had  croesed  the  frontier    , 
into  Thessaly  utterly  failed  to   excite  a  rebellion  ; 
but  the  Cretan  insurrection,  which   commenced  in 
the   summer   of  1866,   is   still   maintained   by  ths    I 
cDuntenauoe  of  Biisaia  and  the  active  aid  of  Greene.    | 
At    the    beginning    of    the  year  the   insurrection    j 
seemed  to  have  subsided  ;  but  the  sbill  and  darin{   • 
of  the  Greek   cruisers   boi&ed  the  vigilance   of  tha 
Turkish  squadron  ;  and  Ommm  Pasha.,  at  the  head  of    I 
a  formidable  army,  failed  to  subdue  the  mountain  I 
tribes.     The  Greeks  of  the  kingdom  openly  violated  | 
neutrality  in   the   confidence   that  Turkey  will  no«  .J 
be  allowed  to  practise  any  effective  retaliation  ;  and  I 
their  hopes  of  aid  and  patronage  are  encouraged  by* 
the  recent  niorrit^e  of  King  Georob  to  a  daughter 
of  tha  Grand  Duke  Const antine  of  Russia.  In  dealing 
with  foreign  Powera  Tuckey  con.  otvVj  liOM-i^^  oa  '^^ 


-leer., 

good  faith  and  good  will  of  Engiitnd  and  Auatrfa, 
although,  after  strango  vacUlatioag,  Trance  at  !«*■ 
Bent  inclines   to   the   munteciiiics   of  the  existing    L 
oi-der  of  thiiigB  m  the  East.     Tha   Eiisslan  journala'  ■ 
are  filled  with  constant   menacoa  of  interference  in  ^ 
Turkey.     General  Iqn'atif.ff  haa   repeated  at  Con-  ' 
Etantinople     the     haughty    language     which    wna 
formerly  used   by   Piiune   Menschjxopp  ;  and   tha  J 
Emperor     ALKiiNDEit    in    a    personil    interview,  1 
threatened  Fuaii  Pakiu  with   tn*   conaequenaes  of  I 
the  supposed   disregard   by  his  Government   of  th*  I 
rights  <^  the  Christiana.     It  is  mora  surprising  thai  I 
tho  French   Govermnent   lias  used  language  almost  I 
equally  overbearing,  and  tliat  its  ships  of  wht  have,  I 
in  concert  with  Russian   cruisers,  been  employed  in  I 
removing   non-combatants   from  Crete  to  the  main-  i 
land  ol  Greeoe.     About  three  months  ago  a  request,  I 
waa  addressed   to   the  Pokte   by  Russia,   France,  1 
Prussia,  and  Italy,  that   ropresentativea  of  the  foui  f 
Powers  should  be  included  m   a  Commission  whioh 
was    about    to    examine,  on    the    spot,    into    th9 
grierancea  of  the  Cretan  msurgonta.   Oa  tho  refusal 
111    the    Turkish    Government    to    abdicate    its 
Buver^ignty,  the   four  rowel's  solemnly  renounced 
bM  respoasibility  tor  the  conaemiences  in  a  Mota 
wliich  seemed  preparatory  to  a  declaratioa  of  war. 
As  FniSEiu  had  uo  direct  interest  iu  the  queetionj 
while  Italy  was  otherwiso   occupied  and  was  wholly 
incapable  of  interfering,  tho   conciurence  of  France 
ill  tha  ilussian  menace  was  un  abnost  unintelljgitila 
■liplomiiitic  paradox  ;  nor   is   tho   riddle   solred  hy 
BiibBequeiit  FrenoU  deeluratioiis  of  cordial  friend' 
ship  to   Turkey,  and   of   a   determination    to    co- 
operate in  the  Eastern  policy  of  Austria.     Offidul 
writers  at  St.  Petevaburj;  assert  that  the  Bmperor  of 
the  FiiEKcH  was   until   lately  anxious  ta  secure  tlia 
neutndity   of  Russia  in   an  expected  conflict  with 
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withdrawn.  As  France  liai  now  reverted  to  hei 
normal  and  legitimate  policy,  iliiuia  will  probably 
far  ths  time  enspend  any  dii'ect  attack  upon  Turkey. 
At  home  the  Emperor  AtcxA^niEK  and  hisMinuiten 
are  fully  emploj^ed  in  fluppreB«in|;r  the  laniriage  and 
the  separate  existence  of  Poland  ;  and  the  tender 
regard  for  religioui  freedom  which  prompts  inter- 
Cerence  on  hehalf  of  tho  Christiana  of  Turkey  is  not 
found  incompatible  with  the  systematio  persecutioii 
of  the  Roman  Oolholica  throughout  the  Empire.  In 
conHequonoe  of  the  prohibition  of  eccleeiastioal 
Incercoitrae  between  the  Boman  Gntholic  otergy  and 
the  Holy  See,  the  Porn  hiis  broken  oS  his  dipla- 
niatic  mations  with  Bussia,  While  the  EaGtem 
difficulty  still  HmouldQra,the  progress  of  the  Russian 
arms  in  Central  Aaiiv  is  regarded  in  India  with 
growing  anxiety.  The  eipanaion  of  Russian  power 
eoatward  is  perhaps  the  more  probfible  beoause  the 
pressuTB  on  Europe  wiiieh  was  exercKed  a  cenora- 
tion  ago  by  the  Emperor  NlcHOi.i3  is  not  likoly  to 
ba  resuiaed.  A  reform  in  the  Swedish  Constitu- 
tion, which  renders  practicable  a  cloaer  union  with 
Norway  uiay,  perhaps,  tend  to  perpetuate  tha 
B»;luBiDno(  Russian  influence  from  the  Scandinavian 
countries  ;  and.  not withst:m ding  the  eloaa  intimacy 
which  prevuilfl  oetween  Berlin  and  Bt.  Petersbui^, 
the  UHUiblishment  of  a  Power  of  the  first  order  in 
the  centre  of  Europe  presents  an  impaasable  barriol 
to  Kuasian  intrigue  and  ambition. 

Count  BisMuiOK  has  proceeded  with  equ*!  vigeui 
and  pradence  in  the  coniolidation  of  the  North 
German  Confederacy.  In  the  course  of  a  single 
year  he  has  met  three  Parliaments,  representing 
respectively  the  old  Kingdom,  the  enlFirgeij 
Monarchy,  ond  the  Northern  League.  His  differ- 
ences with  tha  Liberal  representatives  of  Prussia 
have  been  skiiriUly  evaded  or  adjourned,  and  a 
widely  extended  suSrage  secured  tlie  Grovemmeat  a 
najority  in  the  Nortn  Geimaa  f  BiliBm.««!k.   '^\i», 
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civil  adminiitnition  of  the  new  provinceo  has  beB^I 
dsfinitiveij  arranged,  &nd  the  military  orgacizationl 
of  the  whole  Confederacj  hu  been  adapted  to  thtiS 
FntBBian  system.  Liberal  appanages  have  bee 
granted  to  the  dethroned  dynasties  of  fiacover,  (  _ 
Kauau,  and  of  Eease  Cassel,  and  it  seems  that  tha.^ 
King  of  Sixojnr  has  reconciled  himself  to  1  ' 
subordinate  position.  The  Grand  Buke  of  Hb): 
Darmstadt  lately  incurred  a  sharp  and  i 
rebuke  by  his  presumption  in  accepting  a  Frenclcfl 
invitation  to  a  EiiTopean  Conference.  On  the  Earaefl 
oocasion  Saxony  had  properly  referred  the  FreuchS 
Minister  for  an  answer  to  the  chief  and  sole  repre-3 
tentative  i,f  the  Confederacy.  The  judgment  of  ■ 
Count  BisMABCK  has  been  conspicuously  displayed  a] 
his  mode  of  dealing  with  prenutture  overtures  foe ■ 
the  admission  of  the  Southern  Geriunu  States  intaH 
the  League.  While  he  has  steadily  rejected  thaj 
pretenaiona  of  foreign  Powers  to  interfcra  in  ' 
intenisJ  arraiiKeinents  of  Germanj,  he  has  < 
>uraged  immediate   iigitation   by  refusing   to  o 


Bijdy   that    the    Treaty    of    Prague    had   divided 
Germany  into  thne,  Count  Bi»m.u;ok  replied  by 
publishing    treaties    concluded  in   the  iuranier   of 
]S6tS,  by  which  Bavaria,  Wiirtemburg,  and   Baden 
agreed,  in  the  event  of  a  foreign  war,  to  place  their 
troops  under  the  command  of  tUo  Kiug  ot  PRCssii,  _ . 
As  he  more  than  onoe  suggested  to  the  German  and  J 
PlTiiaian  Parliaments,  the  military  conventions  and  J 
the  Customs   Union   effoi^ted  many  of  the  purposeaS 
which  would   have   been  acoomplisbed  by  completa  I 
amalgamation.    E^cperienca  afterwards  proved  that! 
the   economical   interests   of   the   Southern  Stateal 
nlone   sufiiced    to     insure     political    deference    tafl 
Prussia.     The  Deputies  ot  Wv\i:ten\fcMrg,  and  th«B 
Upper  /Todse    in    Bavaxia,  leiuwA  in  *w.  fe^*^ 
instance  to  paaa   ths   Billa  MceKars  Xw-fitQ-fWfcW^ 
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tne  perfnnnancB  of  the  military  convennonB  ;  but 
&n  mtimatiou  that  the  rejection  of  the  treaties 
would  involve  immediate  excloaioa  from  the  Cuatoma 
League  produced  a  upeody  retractation  of  the 
obnoxious  votes.  For  purposes  of  defence  and  of 
commerce,  all  Gfermany,  with  the  exception  of  tho 
Austrian  proviuotis,  is  iitiited  ;  and  the  result  of  the 
Luxemburg  dispute  affords  a  practical  giiarantea 
against   any  diamemberiuent   of  the  national  terri-  * 

While  PrusBia  has  alrilfully  improved  the  advan-  ' 
tagea  of  victory, Austria  has  jirofited  not  leas  largely  ; 
by  the  lessons  of  defeat.  Baron  Bbost,  Bummoned  ' 
from  the  Giovemment  of  a  petty  State  to  regenerate  ' 
a  diatracted  Empire,  has  been  the  first  among  * 
Austrian  Ministers  to  recognize  the  need  of  i 
remedy  which  went  to  the  root  of  the  disease.  1e 
the  course  of  a  single  year  the  infant  of  independsnuE 
to  Hungary  and  of  constitutioiin]  freedom  to  Th< 
Western  iialf  of  tho  Monarchy,  has  removed  nearly 
all  the  diseonteut  which  had  paralyzed  the  strength 
of  the  Empire.  Rossiaii  intaigues  among  some  of  ' 
the  IJlavonio  tribes  produced  the  same  kind  oE  ' 
annoyatice  which  is  oauaed  in  England  by  tho  ' 
AiaericiiQ  encouragement  of  tho  Fenian  agitation  ; 
hut  the  EohemiaiYs  are  not  likely  to  carry  their 
jealousy  of  their  German  countrymmi  so  far  as  to 
transfer  their  allegiance  to  a  Hussiau  despot.  Baron 
Bbuht  had  scarcely  replaced  Oonnt  Bei.obbdi  as 
l*rima  Minister  when  the  Eicteror  conceded  th«  ' 
demands  which  had  long  been  preferred  in  vain  by  . 
hia  Hutigariau  subjects.  A  separate  and  responsible  ' 
Jlinistry  for  Hungary  was  constituted  under  the 
I'reaidency  of  Count  A^^>llA.'^SY  ;  and  in  the  month  ' 
of  June  Fhascis  Josevh,  after  a  provisional  reign 
of  eighteen  years,  was  clowned  at  Hesth,  having,  it 
last  complied  irith  the  iTidiapeasB.>i\a  eEftiftSSkro.  tS^ 
Bireanag  to  maintain  tho  ainaBfltCowaft'iM*Cv)'A  (A««*™ 
iJiigdom.      TJis  neremoay    \.-aa   -geilOTttaQ-  -^"^^ 


luedifeval  Bpleudour,  in  the  laidai  of  an  entnualaaia 
suarcaly   to   b*   found  among    mora    HophiHlic&tBil 
nationa,     Tha   dlffiaulty  of  governing  two   freo  and 
rsoiprocajly   indepeadant    countriea    will    by    'tl^Sj 
Eugocitj  of  Austriui  aud  Huagariaii  statesman  )  J 
but  the  altemativsoiperifiient  of  creating  afaotitioiu 
and  illfigal  einitj  had  alrejtdf  bean  found  hopalsa) 
and  diaistioua.     Havii^  reoonciJed  Hungary  to  tlu 
dynasty  •i  HAPaiiuitQ,  Baron  Bel'st   loiit  no  time  ifl^ 
assambliBg  tha  Oouncil  of  tha  Empiro  at  Vienna,  WM 
adopt  a  Coiietitutian  for  the  Western  provinces,  ai 
to    adjust    tliu     relation B     betwoen    Austria    ai 
Hungary.     Th«  sincerity   of   the   Emfekob   in  his 
coustitutional  policy  has   beon  satiafactorily  prayed 
by  his  answer  to  a  memoual  from  the  dignitariaa  ol 
tliB  Church  against  a  revision  of  th«  Coucordat  with 
Borne.    Tha  prelates,  who  hud  delibei'ately  atTected  ~ 
t\)  rely  on   tlie   prerogative  in   disregard  of  Porllari 
lueutary   authority,  were  i^ravaly  reiuiiided   by  tliq^ 
Empkudk  that  their  petitlun   must  bo  couuidcrud  by  J 
his  responsible  Miniaters._  The  antiquated  charaotoB  ] 
of  the  ecclesiastil^ul   pretaiisiouB  was  cutioualy  illiia*  1 
tvated  by  tha  circumstance  that  tha  Prime  Ministei  1 
ia  himself  a  Protestant.  Iii  his  foraign  policy  BaroB.  J 
Beuar  has   discountenaauod   the  desigoa  oE  Russift  I 
against  Turkey,  and, without  rojectine  the  proffere' 
fnandaliip  of  Frauce,  be   has  avoided   all  cause   c_ 
quarrel   with   Prussia.     If  the  Heuse  of  HafsbiibciII 
oherishea  any  desire   of   recovering   its  former  posU  1 
tion  in  Germany,  the  realization   of  its  wishra  hai 
been  prudently  adjourned.  ^ 

Italy  has  been  less  wise  and  less  fertunate  tbitn  • 
her  Northern  neighbours.     On  the  defeat  af  hiaBill  J 
for  the  disposal  of  Church  proper^  Baron  Ricasou  J 
resided,  and  ha  was   succeeded   bv  Uatta/£I,  wi 
in  hia  former  admicistratieu  had  Deen  regarded  . 
a  partisan  of  Prance.     In   oousequeaca   Drfinancial 
dihciutiM  the  army  had   bean  largeljr  reduced,  a    ' 
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nfttional   solvency    and    of    the     improvement    In 

intamal  administration  which  was  wrgeiitlj  i-equired. 

The  perverse  impetuosity  of  a  heroic  but   wrdtig- 

^teaded  adrentorer  dofeatad  the   ohjects  which  weM  J 

^"'•rired  by  all  reasoiiablo  Italians.     BWm   the  earyfl 

ing  GAKiBiLDj   and  hia  followers  began  propHra^'J 

IB  tor  an  attack  en  Koma  ;  and  in  September  tl»l 

teual  far  the  outbreak  was  given  h^  the  assembtaooV 

ta,  Peace  Congress  at  Geneva,  which   asaunied  tUa  1 

mctions  of  a  committea   for  prcpagating  universal  f 

aarchy  and   war.     After    delivering  •  bombaatioJ 

fteech  to  the  Congress,  Garitiaim  recrssaod  tba  I 

Ups  to  rejoin   hia   levies   on   the  Roman  frontier  ;  I 

Itit,  in  deference  ta  French  remonstrances,  «r  front  I 

a  independent    regard    to    the    interests    of  tba  a 

rantrf,  he  was  arrested  on   his  way  and   conveyed  I 

b  hia  home   at  Caprera.     His  bands,  neverthelesi^  1 

mtered  the  Roman   territory,  notwithstanding   thtt^ 

Drts  of  the  Italian  troops  collected  on  the  bordet  j  M 

d Kuino   itself  seemed   exposed  to  danger.     Thsa 

ttory  of  Ihu  contemporary  negotiatJonB  is  obscure,  I 

r  the  statemaiits   of  the   French  Ministers  to  tba  ■ 

egisiaiive  Body  have   been   formally  eontradicited « 

I   the   Italian   Parliament,  and   thoy  are  partially  ■ 

isproved     by   the     published    despatches.       Thafl 

Saptember  Oonvention,  which  had  providod  for  thai 

reinoval   of  t)ie  French  ganison  from  Rome,  haijg 

been  virtually  violated  by  the  formation  o 

of  Papal  troops,  called  the  Antibes  Le^on, 

ing  of  soldiers  who   stiU   retained   their  position  in  I 

the  French  army.     During  the  snmmer   »  French* 

General,  en  a  special  mission,  reviewed  the  Leeioa,  A 

»nd  reminded  the  men  that  they  were   still  subieet'-B 

to  French   militaiy  law  ;  and,  in  an   official  lettw,  V 

Marshal   Niel,    Minister    ot    War,    repeated    tlW'l 

itatement  of  his  subordinate.     The  Italiun  Govern-  ■ 

it  still  acknowledged  the   obligation  to  fulfil  tha  I 

^Convention;  but   in  his   slJeged  inability  to  cheek  J 

1  proaross  of  the  insurgent  bands,  die  p-'-—-  ■ 
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Minister  proposed  an  immudiate  advance   on.  Roma   j 
for  the   nominal   pnrpoae   of   protectiiig  tk(<  Pope.    ! 
The  Kino,  under  tne  pressure  of  French  diplomaoy, 
and,   perhaps,    inllaenoed     by    pei-aousl    aoiuples, 
refused  hia  consent,  and  accepted  the  resignation  of 
RiTTiZzi.     Geneml  Cialdini  in  vain  attempted  to 
form  a   Ministry  ;  and,   after  an  interval   vi  con- 
fusion, (ieneral  Menabkba  undertook   the  thank-   j 
less  tHsk  of  reooncilini;  his  oonntiy  to  tile  inevitjiblo   I 
huuiiliatiou  of  subrnittlna    to    French    dictation,    f 
Before   his   Government  was  fiilly  constitut4id  the   I 
hupeluBg   conflict  was    abeodr    decided,    and    Cia   I 
Itnlian  ragimeuts,  wbioh  by  JUttazzi's  order  had  I 
entered  the  Koiuaa   territory,  were  necesBarily  re-   | 
called.     The  French   Goviermnent,  which  seems  at   ' 
one   time   to   have   favoured   the  project  of  a,  joint 
intervention,  on  leaniitig  the   designs  of  KiTTi2Zj, 
peremptorily  forbade  the  march  of  the  Italian  army, 
and  liastily  despatched  an  expedition   from   Toulon 
to  Borne.      GjJKJBAini,    who    had    escaped    from 
Caprera  at  the  end  of  October,  defeated  the   Papal 
armyatBlonte   Rotondo  ;  but  on  tbe  approach  of 
tbe  French  troops  he  was  marching  in  the  direction 
of  the  frontier,  when,  on  the  3d  of  October,  he  was 
attacked  by  a  combined  force  of  !EVench  and  !^pal 
troops  at  MentauB,  and  his  half-armed  force,  ati«r  a 
QiUiint   resistance,  waa  defeated   with  heavy  loas. 
The  French  Commander   dtsoribed  the  cause  of  his 
victory  ia  a  phrase  which  may  perhaps  become  pro- 
verbial, by  informing  his   GoTomnient    that  "  tho    . 
Chasaepot  has   dono   wonders."     Having  humbled 
and   alienated   a  erattiul   ally,  and    resumed    the     I 
burden  which  had  been  temporarily  removed  by  the 
September   Convention,  the    French    Government 
has    since    rashly   pledged    itself    to    a  pemetual 
guarsuteo  of  the  Papal   possessions)  without  iiapoia- 
iiig  on  the  Holy  See  any  condition   or  atipuktion. 
The  folly  of  GutniALDi  had  inflicted  a  heavy  blow 
$n  Itely,  while  it  hod  involved  France  in  serioua    i 
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embarrassment  ;  but  the  French  Government  ia 
chiefly  responsible  tor  the  later  and  more  inextri- 
cable complications  which  hare  ensued.  In  the 
recent  Session  the  Italian  Pariisment  lias  exhibited 
deep  resentment  towarib  Fiance,  and  General 
MssABiufi.  has  failed  to  obtain  a  vote  of  confldencB. 


splendid  capital  many  of  tlie  chief  potentate's  of 
Lurope.  He  lias  3Utl«red  a  heavy  loss  by  the  death 
□f  his  ablest  financial  adviser,  M.  Fould,  who  Lad 
cetii'ed  ham   the   Cabinet   at  the  beginning  of  the 

J  ear.  His  proinise  to  relax  the  restrictions  on  the 
readom  of  the  Press  and  on  Parlinnitntary  debate 
h>s  not  yet  been  performed,  but  the  newspapers 
have  been  less  frequently  liarassed  bypriiRecutiou^, 
and  the  Leinislativo  Body  has  for  the  first  time 
urged  the  Government  heyoikd  its  lutontlons  in  the 
direction  of  an  anti-liberal  foreign  policy.  The 
sentiment  of  patriotic  vanity  has  beon  profoundly 
wounded  by  the  failure  of  the  French  enterprise  in 
Mexico,  followed  by  the  death  of  Maxiuilian,  and 
W  the  abortive  result  of  sevoni!  attempts  t»  check 
the  af^randiaemenl  of  Prussia.  By  a  secret  negotia- 
tion with  tlie  Kias  of  Holland,  as  Grand  Duke  of 
Luxemburg,  the  Emperor  Napoleon  had  B^reed  to 
buy  the  province,  alUiough  the  fortified  capital  was 
held  by  a  Prussian  garrison.  Gn  the  disclosure  of 
tha  arrangement  the  Iforth- German  Parliament  re- 
presented the  national  repugnance  to  sorrender  a 
German  province,  and  for  several  weeks  it  was  sup- 
posed that  France  and  Prussia  were  on  the  verge  of 
war.  By  the  efibrts  of  England  and  of  Russia, 
which  at  the  time  was  cultiratinD  friendly  relations 
with  iTronoe,  a  Conference  held  in  London  dis- 
covered  a  phiusibla  compromise  between  the  rival 
cloiniB.  As  Luxemburg  formed  no  part  of  tha 
North  German  Confederation,  the  occupation,  of  X.'cva 
fortress,  which  had  beon  vested  in  ftua  AiCu^i.- 
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federacy  by'the  Treaties  ot  "Vleimft,  was  heldw 
bnve  lapsed  ;  and  in  ooniideratios  af  the  demolition 
of  the  fortress  France  agreed   to    waive  the  bene&t  ^ 
of  the  questionable   barfiaiD   which  had   been  eon 
eluded  with  the  Graicd  Drss  for  the  pnrohase  o, 
his   Buhjecta   and  territory.     litter  in  the  year  thvfl 
rumom-a  of  war  were  revived  by  an  iJl-judged  vMtl 
of  the  Bmpiror  NiPOLKOK  to  SiJzburg  for  the  pro- 
FessAd   purpose   of  condoling  with   the  Emperor  of 
AcsTKU  on  the  tragical  death  oE  his  brother.  Thera 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Emperor  Napoleon  hoped 
both  to  conclude   on   intimate  alliance  with  Austrik  g 
and  to  re-establish  the  protectorate  over  the  HmoIJw  j 
Southern  States  which  had  been  formerly  esorciHod 
by   France.     Success   in   one   object  wa.s,  perhaps 
dependent  on  the  attuinraent  of  tbo  other,  and  tM 
sbaenca  of  the  Sovereie;n8   of  Bavarin  and  Wurti 


allianos.     The   Gi^antl    Duke   of  Baden  Eoon  aftej>J 
wards,  in   a   speech   to   liia  lonal  Parliament,  l   ., 
the  expediency  of  seeldn!;  admission  into  the  NoiiU 
Oermnn  Confederation.  The  French  official  joum ' ' 
■wera  instructed  to  announce  that  tlie  Salsburg  v. 
hud  been  prompted  liy  no  political  motive,  and  il 
woe  obvioiialy  true   that   it  had  resulted  in  no  poli4 
tioal  adrantage.     Count  BisnAUCK,  who  had  nlready^ 
exhibited   his   powars  of   irony  by  the   opportont, 
publication  of  tjie  South  Genuan  treaties,  issued  ^ 
Circular,  in  whiah he  recorded  irithalmostinDpnideti'' 
BEtroasm   the  purely  esremoninl  objects  of  tna  Stih 
boi^  journey.  It  was  impossible,  ho  said,  to  snppoA 
tint  France  would   have   attempted  an  inteffetenM 
in  German   affiiira  whioh   Pi'Ussia  wonld  nui 
endured.     The  irrittition  which  had  proceeded  froiBL 
Qermany  whs   afterwards   visited  on    Italy.     Thw 
combat  of  Mentann  W!t?   intendad  to  prove  that  th« 
Franoh  Army  was  still  powerful  and  efficient  ;  anif 
oa  the  meeting  of  the  Senate  and  Lesislative  Bod] 


-iser.  339' 

*x  ihe  beginning  of  winter,  M.  db  Modstibe  found 
that  moderately  contumelious  liuigiiage  iiddreGsed  to 
Italy  waa  not  etrontj  cnnngK  to  satisfy  tha  exigency 
of  the  repreBontatives  of  uie  iiatiun.  An  elaborate 
speech,  in  which  M.  TniEns  contvaated  tho  achieTe- 
menta  of  the  Empire  with,  liia  own  doctrine  that  the 
greatness  of  Franco  depends  on  tho  weakness  of  her 
neighbours,  excit<id  tho  enthusiBStic  applause  of  the 
Legislatiya  Body,  and  provoked  from  M.  Bouher  a 
eeriee  of  wanton  insulta  to  Italy,  and  a  pledge  to 
protect  peipotually  tho  temporal  powec  of  the  Pope. 
A  moasare  by  which  tho  nuinhers  of  the  French 
army  in  time  of  war  wiil  bo  largely  increased  ia  pro- 
bably  designed  to  reaesure  public  opinion  after  a 
policy  which  haa  consisted  in  respecting  the  strong 
imd  hnmhling  tho  woak.  The  real  atrength  of 
Frftnce,  dopr'tiding  un  material  proapority  and 
industvy,  linj  iircn''i!histni,ted  by  the  Great  Eihibj- 
tion  of  I'aiia,  ivhii?h  waa  vlaited  by  the  King  of 
pKUSsii,  liy  the  Empeitira  of  Ttusali  and  Austbia, 
and  by  several  t.ther  Severeigna  and  Princes.  TIib 
Emperor  AixEiaNOER  fortunately  escaped  the  ut- 
teu^t  of  one  of  hia  Poliah  vietims  to  aaB.t3sinatebim 
wliiiu  ho  waa  in  the  company  of  the  Emperoi 
Napoleos. 

Indiu  and  the  colonies  have  enjoyed  unbroken 
polJUoal  tranquillity,  except  that  Victoria  15  atill 
engaged  in  the  aolutioa  of  a  Constitutional  puzzle, 
anaiiig  from  a  oolliaioa  between  tlie  Council  and 
the  Asflembly.  Soma  Indian  provinces  are,  however, 
suffering  from  the  famine  which  had  previously 
desolated  Orissa,  and  on  tho  opposite  side  of  the 
world  the  Weat  Indiea  have  boca  visited  by  extra- 
ordinary Icmpoats,  In  a  Durbar  lately  held  a( 
Luckaow,  Sir  John  Lawrenob  has  received  tha 
homage  of  the  landholdci's  oF  Oude,  who  non 
oppear  to  have  become  ainoarely  loyal  to  the  Ebr- 
lish  Government.    The  iiritiah  ProvinoeB  of  Nortli 
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■t  Canada,  and  ihe  eiporiment  nt  Con- 
tederation    or    Union    for   the    present   proiniBeH 
favourably.     The  Colonial   Office,  once    the    mnst.— 
onerous  Department  in  tho   Iitiporial   QoTermnentj^T 
is  now  iu  a,  great  moMuro   relieved  of  its  legidativa  J 
and  administrative  functions.    The  anxieties  whicItT 
weigh  oti  the  country  and  its  statesmen  relate  almoBU 
eiclusively  to  domestic  interestB, 
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Tlie  year  which  ends  to-day  trill  oe  remarkabld.'S 
in  tho  domestic  liistorj  of  ICngland  for  tho  cluau  c^V 
one  political  period  and  tho  quint  trittiKitinu  la  1 
another.  The  qneation  which  chiofiy  occupied  thftB 
last  Session  has  been  practically  settled  by  th(tB 
result  of  the  General  Election,  &nd  by  the  con-  ■ 
Boqiiont  change  of  Government  ;  but  a  decision  ] 
wliich  had  been  plainly  foreseen  causes  little  excitii-  ^ 
ment.  and  the  country  awaits  the  proceediti)^  of 
the  n<^w  Parliament  without  any  unusual  anxiety. 
The  Fenian  outrasos  which  only  twelve  months 
since  had  produced  a  general  feeling  of  nervous 
irritation  have  almost  been  forgotten,  nltliough  tlia  ft 
murder  (if  Mr.  D'Aecx  M'Gee  in  Canada  and  tha  J 
attempted  aasassina,tion  of  the  Snko  of  Ei.'i\Btj-itiiu  I 
in  Attstralia  illustrated  the  reoicloss  and  inveterat^B 
msli^ty  of  the  more  fanatical  meml^ers  of  the^ 
Fenian  liody.  In  Ireland  the  conspiraey  hns  been^ 
suspended,  or  is  dormant  ;  but  there  is,  nnfortu-'l 
nately,  little  reason  to  auppoae  that  disaatiafactioi^ 
is  permanently  diminished.      The  political  tran- , 


election,  has  prevailed  throughout   the   United 
Kin|;dom   is   not   to   be   attributed  b]  exceptional 
prusptsrity.     The   commercial  depression  which  has 
lasted  since  the  Ppriiig  of   I86S  still  tontinues,  and  i 
L'lB  low  rate  of   interest  Indicates   both  the  sf 
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tinn  of  regular  trada  and  the  natural  Indispositinn 
of  capitalists  to  embaric  in  speculative  adventiireB. 
In  the  last  days  of  the  year  the  announcement  that 
the  Lancasbiro  cotton-Tnilla  are  about  to  work  half- 
time  proves  that  one  of  the  chief  branches  of 
English  industry  is  still  suffering  from  want  of 
demand.  The  tra&  returas  of  railwayH  exhibit  a 
similar  want  of  elsEticit^  ;  but  the  gradual  cesBu- 
tion  of  tha  controveraiea  on  revenue  and  capital 
■which  were  eagerly  proaeeutad  in  tlie  early  part  of 
tha  year  represents  an  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  CompnnieB,  us  the  fiiiancid  confusion  of 
their  affairs  has  been  gradually  disentangled.  While 
an  unusually  productive  harvest  has  cheapened 
food  and  diminished  the  necessity  for  purchases  of 
foreign  grain,  the  hot  and  dry  summer  which 
ripened  Qie  wheat  crop  was  extremely  unfavoar- 
able  to  the  production  of  roots  and  fodder,  though 
even  this  shortcoming  has  been  much  alleviated  by 
the  unusual  mildness  of  the  weather  up  to  the  Kew 
Year. 

A  curious  and  isolated  episode  diverted  attentimi 
for  a  time  from  the  oriiinary  course  of  political 
evants.  The  determinatjon  of  the  Government  to 
reclaim  the  Abyssinian  captives  and  to  punish  tha 
wronadoer  liad  been  attendod  rather  by  acquiescence 
in  the  nece&aity  of  the  enterprise  than  by  Bansuina 
anticipations  (if  ciioceas.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
of  the  ability  of  English  and  Indian  troops  to  i 
come  any  rosistanco  which  could  be  offered  by 
barbarians  in  the  field  ;  but  the  alleged  impanetra- 
bility  and  unhealthiiiess  of  the  country  were  e 
■ggerated  by  timid  imaginations  ;  and  there  w 
ODviouFly  a  risk  that  the  Emperor  Thkodohb  miaht 
escape  with  his  I'sptives,  on  the  approach  of  tha 
army,  into  some  distant  and  tiiacceseilile  proviiic 
otthe  iiiteriiir.  The  result  of  the  Expedition  dis 
appointed  unfavourable  prophecies  and  slTorded  ni 
UDivunted     gratiticatini   to   national  i«ii5lBc»vvi^. 
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Tha  Idinistrjr  had  judickmely  committed  the  enlira 

cooduct  of  tho  campaign  to  an  •xperiEDcftd  and  , 

Bcienti&c  offioer,  who  wu  liberally  provided  with  . 
all  material  conditions  of  rictoiy.  In  disregard  of 
tliB  counsels  of  officious  advisers.  Sir  Bobbrt 
Nafiee  took  cith  bint  a  force  nuraerous  enough 
to  form  a  reserve  and  to  maintaia  his  oommunica- 
tions,  and  guns  of  the  most  recent  manufacture 
noro  dragged  throu^  mountain  defiles  hy 
elephants,  then  (ised  for  the  first  time  in  Africaa 
warfare  siuco  the  days  of  Carthage  and  of  Rome. 
It  WHS  neceseoiy  to  moke  a  road  for  four  hundred 
miles  through  forests  imd  over  precipitous  ridge 
and  the  advance,  althoiijfli  it  was  necessarily  eIo 
Wis  pro«ecu.tud  without  respite  or  unneoeasi  __ 
dolay.  By  the  uEe  uf  conciliatoi^  Unsafe  and  ol 
well-timed  muniticenoe,  tiw  Commander  secured 
the  neutrality  or  assistance  of  tlie  local  Chiefs,  i 
native  assistants  were  hired  to  diminish  the  ini 
S3,nt  labour  of  the  troops.  The  climate  of  the 
country,  after  leaviii)(  tbe  ooast,  was  found  to  ba 
BBreuablu  and  healUiy  ;  and  tlie  army  had  no 
difficultiss  to  contend  with,  except  tbe  physical 
obstacles  of  rivers,  ravines,  and  precipictis.  ""' 
oiilj^  remained  to  roiouB  the  prisoners  who  w 
confined  in  the  fortress  of  Magdalu,  which  the 
Emporor  Throdobje,  engaged,  as  usual,  in  a  wal 
with  rebel  subieots,  had  recently  entered.  On  the 
10th  of  April  bir  Bobeilx  Napibb  obtained  an  easy 
victory  over  the  Imperial  troops  in  front  ol 
Magdala  ;  and  on  the  12t]i  he  stormed  the  fort 
iteeU,  having  previously  obtained  the  liberation  oi 
the  captives.  The  eccentric  Empkrok  died  by  hia 
own  hand  in  the  course  of  the  brief  stru^Ie  ;  and 
the  English  General,  hai-itig  attained  his  object, 
immediately  rotraced  his  stiips  to  the  coast  and 
evacuated  the  country.  His  losses  had  been  merelj 
nominal,  nor  Lad  he  met  with  any  enemy  worthy  of 
theojuaoi  bat  ]ieliadaccomi;)\labfid.%aifflaultand 


unceruun  enterpnie  with  mechuiicBl  comvtieteneu 
and  precision.  Eneliahmen  Iirvb  at  last  leBmt  by 
repeated  eiperience  to  prefer  Judgment  and  fore- 
eight  to  a  costly  relinnco  on  valour.  The  wb!1- 
calculated  advance  to  Maj^dala  amy  possibly  bo  Ic  " 

Elorioiia  than  the  bliindtriug  heroiam  of  Balaklai 
ut  it  is  far  more  entisfactory.     It   inay  be  doubted   I 
whether  any  previous  war  in   andent   or  modem   I 
times  has  been  undeitaken  ftnd  finished  so  eiclu'   ' 
sively  under  the  influence  of  teelinRS  ot  duty.    Tha   | 
conventional   or  traditional    suspicion!   ot   foreign    | 
critics  vera  dispellod  by  the  proof   that  the  English    | 
Government  and   ration    had   never  coveted   the 
woat  insignificant  harbour  on  tho  coast  ;  nor  wera 
the  temporaty  relationa  wnich  had  been  established 
with   the   Abyssinian   Ohiefa   uaed   ax  a  pTet«xt  oi 
Foundation   for   any  permanent  connexion.     Large 
•ums  were   eipcnaed  and    considerable   risfc  waa 
incurred  for   tke   sole   purrjoae   of  vindicating  the 
national   hononr  by  the   release   of   a  few  obscura 
English  subjects,  who  had  incuiTed   captivity  vpliile 
in   the   emnloyinant  of  the   Cbown.     It  was  justly 


ivilized  potentate  to  commit  the  outrage. 

The  proceedings  of   Parliament  in  two  si 

Sessions  had  been  mainly  preparatory  for  the  ra 
teat  which  in  its  difleront  b-Uecb  occupied  the  whola 
of  the  autumn.  In  1887  Mr.  Biskaiili  had  re- 
modelled the  oonstitilenciGs,  with  the  professed  . 
hope  of  penetrating  to  a  stratum  of  Conservative 
feeling  which  was  aaid  to  underlie  the  Liberalism 
of  tlie  lower  middle  clan.  When  Mr.  Glahstowb,  in 
1867,  obtained  tho  support  of  the  existing  Housa 
of  Commons  to  his  proposal  for  abolishing  the  Irish 
Establishment,  Mr.  Dishaeli,  then  Prime  Minister, 
sppealed  to  tho  future  ParUament  from  the  repre- 
lentatives  of  a  moribund  constituency. 
Aouhtful  whether  lia  deceiveii  «\*A\£x  '\~ 
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hU  more  intellieent  adherents  ;  and,  long  b«<fora  I 
tba  commencemetit  of  tbe  election,  it  became  ear'  I 
tain  that  the  Government  would  be  defeated  by  a  1 
large  roajorii^.  The  new  borough  electoi's,  as  luul  I 
lieeii  foreiee'n,  for  tlie  most  pai-t  vohnl  with  the  1 
Liberal  paiiy,  and  the  returns  duiing  the  first  days  -l 
of  the  election  shawej  a  majdrity  against  " 
DisBAGLi  of  throe  to  two.  The  balance  \ru 
some  degree  redressed  by  the  countv  ekcttona,  J 
whiuh  were  largely  favoiu'able  to  ConaervaUva  1 
CJndidates  ;  and  there  were  some  reniarkabl*  I 
exceptions  to  the  general  disposition  of  the  coiisti-l 
tuanciet!  of  lai'ge  towns.  All  the  divisions  of  I 
laucaahire,  includintt  a  large  mfnuEactlU'ing  1 
pupulfttion,  returned  Conservative  weiabevSj  tioti  I 
withstanding  the  cinvats  of  Mr.  Glapstone  in  the  1 
south-west,  and  of  the  heir  of  the  great  family  of  J 
Cavendish  in  the  north.  It  Is  more  sutpriaiug  that  I 
the  majority  of  borough  members  in  the  county  I 
should  belong  to  tlio  same  pai-ty,  although  it  waa  I 
tlirough  the  operation  of  the  Hinority  (Jlauso  that  I 
a  Bupporter  of  tbe  Goveninieiit  headed  the  poll  at  I 
Mancno»tei',  while  the  Liberals  of  Liverpool  bv  tlio  J 
■amo  means  returned  one  out  of  three  candidatesi  1 
It  is  (feaerally  believed  that  the  paradoxical  poiitica  I 
of  the  Iianuasldre  towns  may  be  esiplained  b;  ttia  I 
p^ipular  prejudice  against  the  numerous  tnah-f 
immigrants.  In  the  early  part  of  the  y 
itinerant  agitator  had  caused  disturbances  ii 
of  the  largo  uorthom  and  midland  towns  hv  1 
deolamations  against  CatJiolie  doctrines  and.  1 
praL-tioes.  Peeling  or  professing  zanl  for  Pro-  I 
testaiitism,  riotoux  mobs  attacked  Roman  Catholio  I 
ehapels,  and  the  Irish  population  was  not  backward  I 
ill  resenting  the  insult.  The  angry  feeling  whicli  J 
remained  probably  affected  the  result  of  the  else-  M 
tions  in  the  towns  of  I^uiuashire,  althou^  thera  J 
ma^j  perhaps,  be  unknon-n  local  causes  tor  tiutm 
anpopularity  oi  the  lAbersl  -vmrts.    tW  tuvnAjr- 
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dUtriota  were  converted  long  since  to  ConBervatism 
liy  the  officious  arrogance  of  the  rump  af  the  Corn 
Law  Lea^e  ;  and  it  aeema  ^obable  that  the  newly 
enfranchised  countrf  voters  in  villages  and  in  the 
outskirts  of  towns  may  feel  the  repugnance  to 
changu  which  was  ignortwitly  attributed  to  the 
working  classes.  In  eeveral  of  tho  metropolitau 
counties,  whero  tho  oociipiers  of  imal)  villas  and 
comfortable  cottages  are  most  immeroua,  the 
Liberal  candidates  were  defeuted.  In  MiddleseK 
their  failm-e  wiis  eiplainod  by  disreputable 
equabblcB  and  conBe^iifnt  iniBinaiiageinent  j  but 
in  West  Kent  and  ui  Mid-Suo'ey,  which  is  one 
lorgd  snbiirlmn  villiige,  tho  Conservative  victory 
probably  rcjirtsentB  the  gennino  opinion  of  the 
['lectors.  It  is  not  neceisary  to  siippuae  that  either 
iu  LancBshii-e  or  on  the  banlu  of  the  Thames  tho 
niaiiiti'uance  of  the  Irish  Church  eidtes  any 
entliusioatic  feeling.  The  issues  whicli  occupy  the 
thoughts  of  profussionnl  politiciuiiH  and  the  atten- 
tion I'E  Parliament  are  not  always  the  detemiinine 
causes  of  ItH^al  triumphs  or  defeats.  The  Liberal 
majority  in  the  new  Pai'liiunent  is  large  enough  for 
practical  purposes  ;  and  it  would  not  have  been 
desirable  that  tho  Opposition  should  be  insignifi- 
cant and  powerless.  The  persona]  character  and 
social  position  of  tlio  members  of  the  reformed 
House  of  Conuuons  havo  reassured,  und,  perhaps, 
prematurely  reassured,  many  aniious  poiiticiani". 
There  "re  as  manj'  rich  men  and  men  of  family  aa 
in  any  former  Parliament ;  and  candidates  belong- 
ing to  the  working  daaa,  or  affectjng  specially  to 
represent  it,  wei-e  uniformly  unBiiccessful.  Mr. 
Beales  failed  in  the  Tower  Hamlets  ;  Mr.  Oiigeb 
was  compelled  to  retiro  from  CheUea  ;  Mr.  Ebjjest 
Jones  was  defeated  at  Itlancheater,  and  Mr.  Bbad- 
j^cGH  it  Noi*thampton.  If  the  coiiatituenciei 
prore  to  be  u  unoxacting  as  they  have  been,  ibo&fe- 
i«te  in  Hie  exercise  of  electoral  povfeti^^bs'^Q'fl^ 
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be  no  revoIutioDarv  leg;islBtion  ;  but  the  ab&raeter 
of  B,  ^eat    conatitiitional    change   is  sot  to  ba 
Bppreeiated  from  a  iiugle  eiperjnieiit.     Ths  eidu- 
lion    from    the    Bouse    of    soiiie     Parliamentary  ^ 
vettirana   excites  a  natural   feeling  of  regret.     Hr.  T 
MiLNBit    GiBaoK  was   one   of  thi)   victima   of  tha,] 
Laacaghire  reactjon  ;  wttile   Mr.  BniKAi.  Osdorns  J 
It   Nottingham,    and   Mr.  Roebdck    at   Sheffield,  % 
paid  the  penalty  of  their  diareMrd  of  party  disoi-q 
nline  or  of  poiiulsj  opinion.     The  defeat  of  Mr,  \ 
Mill   at  Westminster  was   explained  by  his   occa-J 
sional  exhibitions  of   oddity  or   imprudeoce,  aa  in  J 
bis    mbacription    to    aupxtort     Mr.    BRASLArcH's  J 
canvass  while  he  refnaod  to  share  in  the   eipeDaei  A 
of  his  own  contest  ;  and  perhaps  the  constituency,  'j 
since  the  evaporation  of  a  ahorl-Hved  enthueiaam,  1 
liad  become  consciona  of  the   incompatibility  of  iti  1 
own  modes  of  thought  with  the  impulses   or  refine-  4 
moDts  of  sn  impetuous  philoaophia  theorist.     Tba  I 
University  of  London  ^propriatcly  commemorated  I 
its  ftcquiflition  of  electoral  privileges  byrotiimine'l 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  of  x>nliticiAns  and'l 
orators  when   he  had   teTnx'<"'arilj' incurred,  by  liii '  1 
roaistance   to  popular   demands,  the   disfavour   of-< 
Dvdioary   constituencies.     Only  an   educated   bod; 'I 
of  electors  could  he  oipectcd  to  understand  that  a    ' 
opponent  of  Parliamontary  Reform  might,  nevei 
theless,  be  one  of  the  most  thorough-going  Liberali  I 
on  all  questions  connected  witb  the  distribntion  of  I 
poliljcu  power.      Kotwithstandina  the  criticisms  j 
which   have   been   lavished    on   the   commonplac*   I 
character  of  the  new  Houac  ot  Oommons,  the  com- 
position of  Mr.GLADSTOKE'H  Government  bHows  that 
there  is  still  to  be  found  in  Parljamentalarge  supply 
of  poUUaBl  and  administrative  abilitv.    As  soon  ai 
the  result  of  die  elecUon^raa  \m^  TcaowuiMi. 
i>MBAiU   prudentiy    leUiei  mfti  tas.  taSiw^w. 
from  office,  and,  at  the  Mme  tim6,\*  I^i;'^^^ 
■aUraisrr  to  intrust  Mi.  Gi.U)sios&-«™-^^*^^ 


tion  of  «   new  Miuiatiy.     Since  the  diasoltltlon  of 
the  Abebjieen  GoTeroment,  in  l&6G,no  Cabinet  tiu 
included  ability   so   great   wid   bo   varioua,      Ms.  J 
BiUQHT,    Hr,    Lows,  and   Mr.  Gi-Uistohb   hiniaeU  I 
would  have  bean  remarkable  for  their  intellectud  I 
[lowur,  even   if  they  had   not  attained  to  the  first  4 
rank     oa     orators  ;     and    Mr.    Cabswbll,     Lord  f 
O1.AIIBNDON,  Lord  Graitvillk,  and  others  of  theit  1 
colleaguae  poaaeaa  unsurpasaad  knowledge  ol  publio  I 
buainesa.    The  heads  of  the  Naval  and  Military  I 
Departments  have  tilread^  promised  a  reduction  of  1 
expenditure  ;  and  a  Qovemment   supported  by  a 
large  majoritj  has   jp^at   facility  for  eSeoUng   ad- 
ministrative roforma. 

In    once    more    r^suruing   the    maTiagement  of  I 
Foreign  Afiairs,  Lord  Claruhhoh  will  find  emp!  ~ 
taeat  for  all  his  practised  sagacity  both  in  the  i 
ajid  in  tlie  West.     It  is  still  uncertain  whether 
negotiations  with  the  United  States  were  virtually  1 
closed  before  the  retirement  ol  Lord  Stanley  from  I 
office.     The  majority  of  the  House  of  Bepresenta-  .1 
tivGS  has  psfised  a  vote  which  involves   a    oensu 
on  Mr.  EaviiBDy  Johnbon  ;  and  tho  Bxtreiaa  u. 
popularity  of    the    VaEsxuKsx  may  provoke  the  1 
Senate   to   refuse  ita  sanction  to  a  settlementL  even  I 
If  Mr.  Sbwaio)  desires  to  dose   the  quarrel   befoia  | 
bis   owB   ratiremant.     The   unanimous  ratifica.1Jon  I 
by  the  Senate  of  the  noiaination  of  a  leading  DGmo-  1 
crat  as  sueoessor  to  Mr.  Adams  seemed  to  prove  I 
that  Mr.  Rbvhbdy  Johnbon  enjoyed  the  ccufidenca  I 
of  all  parties.     Addressing  bunself   in   a  friendly   I 
ipirit  i^   the   main  business  ot  his  mission,  he  was  1 
Biet  with  equal  goodwill  by  Lord  Sianiev  ;  and  on 
luveral   public   occasions    he    congratulated     both 
countries  on  the  removal  of  all  causes  rrf  disaenHioo.. 
UnfortunatRjj',hiseipreaBionaoii»'ciii&t^\i^ci's'i*»Sk.l 
popular  ccnauro   in   Ametiwi  ■,  not  \aA -jvi't  Vww*^ 

•ation  ol  his  reprosentative.     Loii  Gt.»»2»ws»  -«^" 
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be  not  less  anxious  thun  tiord  Staklbi'  to  &i 
a  jiut  and  amiisble  (xincluaian,  and  he  may  bal 
tnisted  not  to  compromise  thehooourof  hia  conntrj'B 
by  submitting  to  any  tribunal  the  question  whothM^ 
the  Government  exercised  a  sound  discretion  whei|! 
it  recognized  the  Soiilheru  liellii^erents,  DuringV 
tlte  last  year  th^  attention  of  the  people  of  th 
United  States  has  been  occupied  rather  by  domesti . 
tliau  by  foreign  affairs.  At  the  close  of  1867  thai 
House  of  RepresentBtives  had  rejected  a  propnsat  I 
for  ftn  impeachniBnt  ;  but  the  pKESitiBNT,  withl 
chnrikcterlstic  puj^nacily,  provoked  a  renewal  of  ths-ff 
contest  by  attemptinc;  to  dismiss  the  Secirbtaky  fop  I 
Wak  in  defiance  of  tlie  recent  Act  relating  to  tiia  I 
tenure  of  ofiic«.  It  was  mure  than  doubtfulS 
whether  Congross  had  a  constitutioaal  right  tc^a 
prohibit  tho  PsEsinENr  frran  dismissing  hid-9 
Ministers  ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  wa$^ 
impossible  that  the  Legislature  should  allow  »M 
recent  etatulc  to  be  oDonlfy  violated  with  impunity.  M 
In  the  latter  part  of  Fobrnarytho  House  resolvedj 
by  a  large  majority  to  impeach  the  Presitent,  and  I 
the  articles  were  shortly  afterwards  laid  before  th«  W 
Senate,  which,  according  to  the  Constitution,  J 
organiitod  itself  an  n.  High  Court  of  Justice,  undefl 
the   prosidency  of   Chief   Justice  Csasb.     The  im-H 

Kuichmcnt  was  at  firat  sustained  by  the  t 
epublican  ])arty  ;  but  as  the  trial  proceeded  th*l 
arguments  of  the  Ofiunsel  for  the  defence,  and  morel 
especially  the  coarse  violence  of  the  principal'  I 
manager,  Mr. Butler, prodiii»d  a  marked  chung" '" 
public  opinion.  It  was  urged  on  belialf  of  the  P 
siOENT  that  he  had  onSy  taken  the  proper  steps  Foi  a 
bringing  the  ^^idity  of  theAct  under  the  cogni^ancd  I 
of  tho  Supreme  Court,  and  a  plausible  doubt  wai  J 
raised  whether  the  Act  itaeU  «5^V\.t4  \q  tKs  case  of' 
Mr.  ,S'r4.vroN.  At  t\ie  coui^hkiw\  d\  ■Cnt  rasa  wiw 
sei-en  of  tho  most  respei;ta.\.\ctt.mo!o%ft.tt^^V^ 
Senators    aeoarated  tUemseVvM     ""'" 
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and,  consequently,  the  proaenutors  of  the  impeach- 
ment failed  to  obtBin.  the  necessary  majority  of  two- 
titirds  for  conviction.  The  chief  importance  of  tlia 
I'eaiilt  consisted  in  the  failure  of  the  Republicans 
in  eatahlishiug    a   precedent   which     niieiht     have 


IT  of  his  term  of  offint , 
1  iav  good  or  for  evil,  u  every  Repithlican 
Bsura  waa  inimediii.tejy  passed  over  his  veto  by  a 
majority  of  two-thirds  in  both  Houses.  Any 
advanti^e  wliich  the  Democrats  might  have 
derived  from  tho  defeat  of  the  impeacluaent  was 
neutridized  hyan  injudicious  choice  of  Presidentinl 
candidates.  The  JRepublicans  had,  some  months 
before,  at  a.  time  when  tlieir  canse  was  temporarily 
decliniDK,  resolved  to  Bupply  their  own  possible 
delccta  of  popularity  by  an  alliance  with  Qeneral 
Grant,  and  accordingly,  in  thoir  Convention  ab 
ChicajjOi  thpy  unanimously  selected  tho  Com- 
ntaader-in-Cbtof,  associatiug  with  him  Mr.  Colfax, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  aa 
candidate  for  tho  Vice-Presidency,  The  Demo- 
cratic Convontion  at  New  York,  rejecting  the  pre- 
tensions of  Chief  Justice  Chakb,  named  as  Presi- 
dential ciiiilidate  Mr.  Horatio  Sevmour,  who  had 
been  a  Inkewaim  suppurter  of  tho  war,  and  General 
Fr.vnk  Bl*iii,  who  liid  recently  published  an 
imprudent  lottor,  in  which  he  denied  the  legality  of 
the  Acta  of  Reconstruction.  The  Bepublicaa 
victory,  which  could  scarcely  under  any  cireum- 
itauces  have  been  doubtful,  was  insured  by  the 
miKtakcB  of  tho  Democratic  party.  On  the  3d  ol 
November  General  Graitt  an'd  Mr.  Goi.fas  were 
elected  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  although  the 
Democrats  in  the  elections  to  tile  iutviia  dtn\igcs«» 
reduced  to  a  certain  ostent  fhe  fi.VK^TCi^av'w™' 
Itctwecn  themaelvea  and  their  8.i\er»Mi.e%.  '^'we. 
^«/ eonaj-JeraWe  foreign  tranaaoUon,  ■■Ln.'w'Ki'i^*^* 


Amenean  Government  engaged  during  the  year  wo* 
the  purchase  of  the' vast  and  desert  i  "--  -' 
BiiiSian  America,  now  called  Aluka.  la  .._  . 
Meuage  to  Congreas  Mr.  Jobksok  userted,  it  . 
the  cjnical  pl&inscu  often  affected  by  Ameiiai 
Freaidcnta,  that  tliQ  safety  and  interest  '  ' 
United  States  might  iiltimatj:iJy  require  thi 
tiun  of  all  adjncent  territories  on  ttie  continent  lu 
\a  the  neighbouring  isi^uidi.  It  would  iccm  tl 
the  acquisition  of  Alaska,  at » cost  of  £7iOOO,OI 
could  only  be  valuable  as  a  commenoemeni  of  so:_ 
general  i^st«m  of  nggiimdizement.  The  people  i 
tlie  UDited  Bt&tea  con  well  afford  to  iodulge  then 
lelres  in  tuperduouB  luxuries,  but  a  vicious  fisc 
system  and  a  heavy  burden  of  debt  have  for  tl 
time  produced  uneasinesa  and  disoontont.  Tl. 
ominoiia  question  of  repudiation  was  fii'st  raised  1; 
the  Deniocruta,  and  tlte  Eopublicana  in  Oongrq 
have  indicated  aluioat  equal  readineas  to  tajnuf 
ivith  national  good  faitb.  Tha  dii-isiiTa  of  p: 
on    this    question    is    rather    googi'aphical 

Snlitical,  for  ueaily  all  the  domestic  holders  of  t, 
ebt  live  in  the  Eiuitcrn  States,  wiiile  the  We« 
with  a  great  majorihr  of  votes,  is  inhabited  by  ts ' 

Efins   debtors.     The    late   Mr.  Stevenb,  the   i 
owledgod  leader  of  the  Aepublicans,  openly  n 
ported   tne   Domocratio    project     of    paying    1 

g-incipal  of  the  debt  in  paper  money  ;  and  M-,— 
UTLBB  persuaded  the  House  of  Bopresentatives  to3 
paaa  a  resolution  in  fovour  of  taxing  the  pablJcr] 
creditor  to  the  aroount  of  ten  per  cant.  The  pre-  J 
text  for  paying  the  debt  in  grconbocka  ia  denv^  M 
from  a  qmbUe  on  tho  woSiing  of  thoao-cal'  * 
Five-Twenty  Bonds.  It  is  cxpreasly  provided  t 
the  interest  slmll  be  piiid  in  gold  ;  but  there  ia 
proriaion  as  to  the  priucipal,becatiBe  itwaaiu  — 
t/iat  a  jnetellia  currencs  vjo\i4\iaNB  \«wm.  tj 
long  before  the  time  oi  va.^inei\\.  'SV.a'SflEE 
of  the    TREistJKTT.  and  liiB  toMisiA  wbo.'*  1 


placed  the  bonds  stated  to  purchaacrs,  nltb  the 
fall  knowlodj^e  of  Cod^be,  that  the  pHncipiJ 
would  ]>u  paid  in  specie  j  yet  it  is  now  pcobabla 
that  both  parties  triU  conaur  in  an  interpretation 
which  was  never  contemplated  during  the  contrac* 
tioa  oE  the  debt  In  liis  late  Mfssago  the  Fbbsi-  _ 
DEflT  urged  upon  Congress  a  wildly  uniiist  schema  ' 
for  regarding  all  future  payments  ot  interest  ai 
instalmenta  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.  In  repljr 
to  his  suggestion,  the  House  of  Hepreaentativea 
almost  unimioiously  parsed  a  resolution  to  tlia 
effect  that  the  debt  must  be  discharged  according 
to  tie  tenour  of  the  contract.  The  phrase  haa 
generally  been  used  to  denote  payment  in  gre 
backs  ;  and  on  the  present  occasion  it  seem! 
have  been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  enabline  all, 
parties  to  unite  in  a  proteet  ^;ainst  the  Ecandoloua 
proposal  of  the  Phesideht.  Intelligont  American  ^ 
economists  are  fully  aware  that  the  annual  burden 
of  the  debt  might  have  been  largeh-  reduced  by  the 
simple  process  of  guarding  the  public  credit  front 
Buspioion,  Before  the  term  ot  the  Five-Twenty 
Bonds  has  expired  it  is  probable  that  the  increasa 
of  the  national  wealth  may  have  reduced  the  quoa- 
tion  of  payment  in  roM  or  m  paper  to  comparatively , 
iusigniSoant  dimensiona.  At  the  present  moment 
the  whole  Democratic  partf  and  a  large  body  of  |  , 
Uepubiicans  inolino  to  relieve  the  Western  tax- 
payer  at  the  expanse  of  domestic  and  foreign 
creditors.  A  financial  policy  which  would  render, 
the  contraotion  of  future  loans  almost  impraotlcabla 
is,  happily,  incompatible  with  a,ggr6Baivo  warlika 
enterprises. 

In  Europe  the  curiosity  of  politicians  has  been 

excited    and  baffled    by    rumours  o£  wm,  wlucl\  1 

teem  aJwajs  to   be  mysterioiiaVy   co'ti'at™^  '"^^^'^'  ■ 

mo  internal  tonditioB  ot  ¥rajice,      "Va  "iJao  wjAt 

patt   ot    the    j-ear  the    Emperor    TSkSQ-^-so^i    "^ 

pitoo£tbo   reiQonatranooa    ot    iqWAl  1.<>A'^'^  ^'^^ 
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porters,  caused   his   Minister  to   press   thinugh  • 
rsliictaiiti   Legislature   a    Uill   which   relieved   the 
periodicftl  Piesa  from   the  chief   disubilities  under  I 
which  it  laboured.     The  necessity  of  MiniaterisLn 
permissioo  for   the   eatabliflhraent  of   joiiraalB  and  V 
the    whole     syatem     of     oflicial    wu-cings    werol 
Ritmmaiiijr  abelished,  and  the   cognizance   of  PresAfl 
offences  was  exclusivelj'   attributed  to  the   judicialS 
trihiinuls.       The    Khperor    probahlj    designed    kS 
genuine    concessioD   to    UUorty    and     to     publio* 
opinion  ;  but  it  would  seem   that,  a  free   Press   i^fl 
incompatible  with   ti.e   Imperial   mode  of   Gavem.-^ 
inent,  for   the   frequency  of  prosecutions   and  ths] 
tievoritj   of    the  penalties     imposed     bnve     eincQ^ 
insreoseiZ  in  full  proportion  to  the  nominal  libertiefll 
secured  by  tlie  climige  of  the  law.    It  may   be 
added  that  ^'oumalists  have  neper   been   bcliler   or 
more  ingeniouB  in  apprnachin;;  and   in  passion   ^^^ 
permissible  limits  of  discussion,     Satirical   attacks 
iin   the  dynasty  or  on   the  person  of  the  EjwrEBoa 
have  alternated  with  significant   demonstrations   o[ 
ill-wLII,  tind  Ministers  ami  public  proBeontors   have 
displayed  little  temper  or  prudence  in  tboir  choice 
of   occasions   for   retaliation.      Only  a   few   weeks 
since  some  of  the  Opposition  papers  pablished  the 
lists  of  Biibacribers  to  a  luonumeat  in   banour  of  a 
repreeentativa  named   Baudin,  who  was  killed  oa  a 
barrieade  in  the  brief  strnagle  which  followed  the 
events  of  the  2d  of  December,  1851.    Republicans, 
Orleaniats,  and  Legitimists   seized  the  opportunity 
to  proclaim  their  dissaffealion   to   the   Empire,  and 
the  Government  unwisely  accepted  the  challenge  by 
prosecuting  the   journals   in  which   the    lists   had 
appeared.       The     suhstupient     removal     ol      Che 
Minister  of  the  I^jtbrior  from  oiEce  may,  nerhaps, 
have  been  intended  as   a  reproof  of  the   blunder  ; 
but  the  Emperor  himself   has   on   more  than   ono, 
occasion  displayed  a  BensitiTBTwieB  to  ccitieism  which 
is  consistent  neither  wiVa  ttgpw^  noT-wiSttv^ft"'"— ■ 


m  which  ^^^H 
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During  the  last  spring  ka  publiahed  a  pamphlet 
conauting  chiefly  o(  auiumaries  of  the  loiUioDB 
of  votes  which  had  successively  Mtnctiooed  tha 
CoDBulate,  the  First  Empire,  the  Preaideno;  fur 
liEs,  and  the  re\-ived  Empire  of  1852.  There  may 
be  a  atroDg  temptation  to  remind  opponaota  that 
tlie  small  fraoholdera  of  rural  France  have  re- 
peatedly supported  the  system  and  dynasty  of  the 
BotjAf  ABIES  ;  but  an  appeal  to  this  peasantry 
involves  a  viri^ual  admisaion  that  the  great  uities ' 
and  the  educated  classes  are  disaatiefied  with  the 
permanent  suppreBaion  of  poUtiMl  liberty.  Every< 
Govenuneut  atiould  take  its  own  legitimacy  io» 
granted,  and  assume  tliat  it  repreaenta  the  entlri^ 
tiation,  and  not  a  mere  numeric  majority.  It  is 
a  more  dangeroua  error  to  divert  attention  from 
domeatio  disseneiDna  by  the  publioationof  ambitious 
projects  wbidi  liave  not  even  been  deiinitively" 
adopted.  For  muie  than  two  years  the  semi-officiiil 
French  journals  Imve  been  periodically  filled  with 
open  or  covert  memicea  of  a  war  which  was  to  re- 
establish French  iiacandauoy  by  reversing  tho 
results  of  Sadowa.  The  Bill  for  the  reorganization 
and  increase  of  the  army  was  linidly  passed  at  the 
commencemeDt  of  1S68,  and  three  months  later 
Marshal  NuiX  was  enabled  to  announce  that  tho 
issue  of  improved  flrearuia  had  been  completed,  and 
that  the  army  was  reiidy  for  war.  On  quitting  the 
camp  at  Ohalona,  after  the  autumn  reviewa,  the 
FJuPBBOK  himself  declared  that  he  would  not  apeak 
of  the  probability  of  peace,  because  experience  had 
shown  that  his  pacific  assurances  were  not  credited 
in  France  or  in  Europe.  In  the  meantime  Prussia 
abatained  both  from  provocation  and  from  any 
indication  oC  alarm,  and  liitherto  tlie  Frencli 
Government  liaa  slirunk  from  an  unjust  and 
impolitic  enterprise  in  which  political  success  would 
not  even  be  insured  by  isolated  hbVAm'^  \^v\^.■oK^^^a^ 
while  doteat  migkt  be  fatal  tot\i6lu\^viaii.-3oa»s."%V 


7st  monj  political  obaeri'erR  believe  that  tite  &dvaii>- 
ture  wonld  have  been  attempted  but  for  an  \ 
expected  deranjcenieat  of  elaborate  combiaatioDs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  tbat  France  has  from  tini 
to  time   attempted   to  secure   the   uo-operatiou   < 
Aiiatria,  where  a  strong  feeling  ot  resentment   an 
jealousy  i*   still   entertained   tonardB  Pruraia  ;  bid 
there  ia  a  wide  difference  between  diplomatic  irri"~ 
tioa   and  war,  and  the   Austrian   Government  i 
been  more  protitably  employed  in  the  consolidatiol 
of    the    Monarchy  than    in    piacticnl   projecti    i  ' 
revenge.     The  Emperor  of  Aectbia  had  an   oppo 
tiinity  of  proving  the   aincerity  of   hia   adhesion   ( 
Constitutional  doctrines  by  publicly  referring  to  h 
Farliumenlajv  Mintttera  a  mqueat  from  the  BiahoM 
that  he  would  refuse  his   sanction  to   the   uew  law 
which  virtually    abolished    the     Concordat    wiflf 
Boine.     The  severity  nf  the   blow  which  had  berf" 
inflicted  on  ecclesiastical  pretensioM  was  proved  h^  _ 
nn  angry  Alloontion,  in  which  the  Fofe  afTected  to 
treat  the  Constitutional  Eystem  in  Austria  s'   — 
irrcaular      usurpation     and    the    Ejipeuok 
recreant  who    had  shrunk  from  exerting  In  the 
service  of  the  Church  his  absolute  and  indefeasibl«;| 
prerogative.     It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  0|, 
the  ovo  of   an  tEcunienical  Council  every  State  b 
Europe     should     liave    renounced   the  tompord 
supremacy  of  Itome.    A  still  more  important  ODJeej 
was  achieved  by  the  final  settlement  ot  the  relation 
between   Austria  and   Unngary.      All   matters  < 
dispute   huve   been   finally  arranged,  and  throiqj 
the  exertions  of  the  Emperor  and  Baron  BimsT  tt 
Croatian  Deputies  have  been  induced  to  take  the 
seate  in  the  Hun<,tirian  Diet.     The  Diet   itself  hM 
Jately  b^en  dissolved,  after  the  most  laborious   Sta 
fruitful  Session  whicli  \iaa  tvev  \>etsa'iiA4  ■,  «c«l  th' 
-4iistro-Hiii^;arian  MoTiaich^  'Vin.»,'\^  ■•■««  ^ 
m,d    thoughtful   legisli.tVo;Lv    r«™^-^^^» 
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Tha  prospects  of  Italy  have,  on  the  whole,  im- 
iirovod  eincB  the  mortiEyiiig  occurrence  of  Mentana. 
The  adminiEtratiaa  of  General  Mehabrea  has 
proved  unexpectedly  durable,  and  some  approxiina~ 
tton  has  been  iiia^e  to  tlie  eatabliahinent  of  a 
financial  equilibrium,  in  tbs  prospect  of  war  with 
PruBsis,   the  Emperor  Napolbok  ia  supposed  1 


of  a  Spanish  garrison,  which  would  inevitably  have 
provoked  the  immediate  invasion  of  the  Papal 
territories  by  au  Ibilian  army.  If  so  abitnerical  a 
Bcheme  waa  ever  seriously  contemplated,  it  was 
rendered   abori^ive  by  a  sudden  Bevoiution,  which, 

Eerhaps,   may    have    prevented   or    postponed   a 
lurope&u  war.    The  discontent  which  had  been 
prodnced    by   the    personal    conduct     of     Queen 
JsAEELLA    and    by   the    policy   of    her   succesaivs 
Ministers  has  at  last  exploded,  on  the   removal   of 
the  two  rivals  who  had  for  many  yeavB  altemataly 
uonlrolled  the  Army  and  the  Kingdom.  O'Donnbu,, 
wlio  hiul  been  removed  fiTim  power  in  the  previona  ■ 
year,   died     early   in     tiie    spring  ;    and  he   ^ 
followed,  after  a  short  interval,  by  the  daring   i 
unacrupuloiia  HinvAia.     The  Qukbn  oouferred  the   ■ 
vacant  office  of  Minister  on   ljOsxii.sx   Bravo,  not 
understanding  tlint  au  adi'oit  civilian  was  incapable   ' 
of  tnaintainii^  the  existing  system   of  Government  ' 
irithout   the   support   of  a   military  leader.     In  k   ' 
short  time  it  was  discovered  or  suspected   that  the 
leaders   of   the   anny   were    conspiring  ;    and,   in    ' 
accordanoa   with  precedents   which    required   the    ' 
sword   of  Naevabz   or  O'Donneli.  to  render  them 
applicable,  Marshal   Serbaso,  General  Dulce,  Mid   | 
the  other  prinoipal  chiefs  of  the  array,  weie  &evui:&.  * 
and   transported   tu   the   coloniea.     KiMnft  tvwa&^l 
exhibition   of  imprudent    vigour   Gon»Bte4  va'fli*™ 
baniB/iDient  ta  Lisbon  of  theDu^a  »nA  "OMdVea*** 
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eiigagcd  in  istrigueB  for  the  eetahltBhrnent  ot  t  , 
B^ency,  or  eveu  for  a  chaise  ot  dynaaty,  A  wii 
Btatesnikn  would  not  hnvs  published  the  designs  i 
on  undocl&red  pretender  ;  but  Gokzalbz  Bkavo  | 
appears  to  hare  had  no  Bj'stetn  of  policy  beyond  a  I 
serrile  adherence  to  the  traditions  of  his  military  J 
predecasEors.  On  the  ISth  of  Saptember,  witbia  | 
three  weeks  from  the  deportation  of  the  Oenenda,  I 
the  Qoet,  under  Admiral  Tofetb,  revolted  at  Cadiz,  | 
and  a  portian  of  the  army  followed  its  example.  The  I 
Minister,  who  waa  in  attendance  on  the  Qitees  | 
near  the  northern  frontier,  having  provided  no  J 
iiieana  of  supporting  hia  own  violent  measures,  at  I 
once  escaped  into  France  ;  and  the  Qusiw  herself,  1 
sfier  a  week's  hesitation,  followed  his  steps  witq  1 
her  family.  A  vessel  had  been  despatched  b;  | 
TopBTB  to  bring  bank  the  exiled  Generals  from  t1u>  1 
Canaty  Islanda,  and  General  Pnnt  left  ^England  ta  3 
join  in  their  enterprise.  It  appeared  from  the  first  1 
outbreak  of  the  cen^uracy  that,  unlike  previous  j 
military  revolutions,  the  movement  waa  directed  1 
against  the  Qtsebn  and  hirfHmily,prob«blybeoauBO  j 
the  leaders  were  aware  that  it  was  impossible  to  I 
trust  her  OGsurancea.  The  QrxEN  and  her  dynasty 
fell  almost  witbotit  a  blow,  though  Marsh  t4 
CoKCHA  for  a  short  time  held  Madrid  in  her  name. 
SEURiJ-'o,  at  the  head  of  troops  which  had  joined.  I 
theCfl-olution,  defeated  the  Manjuis  of  Novauck£S  1 
in  a  combat  at  Aloolea,  and,  hsvinK  done  what  was  1 
thought  suSieient  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  militai;  I 
honour,  the  loyal  trneps  immediately  paaaed  inta  I 
tlie  ranks  of  the  insurgents.  Un  the  arrival  of  1 
PiUAt  at  Madrid  a  Provisional  Oovei'nment  was  1 
formed  under  the  presidenoy  of  Sebiian-o,  wiiils  J 
Prim  assumed  the  oommond  of  the  armv.  The  1 
deposition  «f  the  Quzen  was  at  ADce  prool^med  ;  * 
but  the  leaders  of  the  Revolution  shrank  with  but-  * 
mrising  timidity  from  the  task  o<  eBtahliahing  any 
merattive  form  ot  Goveriiiaen,\..  1Xtim>«oww*A- 
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that  the  future  destinies  of  Spain  would  depend  on 
the  decision  of  a  Cortes,  to  be  elected   by  universal 
6uffi;aga  ;  and,  althoHRh  the  members   of  the   Pro-- 
viBional  Government  favoured  the  inaintenanoa  i  ■■" 
a  Monarchy,  no  obstaole  iros  offered  to  agitation  [_ 
favour  of  a   Republic.     Since  Necker   threw  thfl 
reonnstitution   of   Pranoe,    without    prescienoe   (  ' 
preparation,  on  the  fleor  of  the   States -General,  e  _ 
statesmen   have   abdiintted   more  ingloriously  thatl!^ 
Prim   and   Sebbano   tho   duty  of  guiding  ft  lutioB  W 
after  nnsettling  the  former  adjustment  of   poweo. J 
It  now  seems  probable  that  the  Kepublio  irhidm 
thoy  deprecate  may  be  eatablishod  in   aonBequenotf^ 
of  their  bacliwardnEiss  in   proposing  a  candidate  ftwfl 
the  Grown.    During  the  intenal  ot  three  month»*f 
which  has  folloited  Uie  revolt  of  Topete,  Spain  hasil 
preaentod   to  the   world  one   of  the  EtrongsHt  of  j 
political  Hpnotaclsa,     Although  the   Revolnlion  wM.  ; 
commenced  and  completed  exclusively  by  the  fleets  J 
and   the   army,   tlie   general  popnlation  welcomediJ 
with  enthusinam  the  overthrow  of  Queen   IstBELIivW 
and  the  dynasty.    In    accordance  with    Spanialti 
traditions,  Juntas  were   immediately  organized  iw 
every  town   and   district,   with  indefinita   powersjl  I 
professedly  required  for  tlie  maintenance  of  ordec^kl 
In   some   places   Oommunistio  Juntas  attempted  tf  M 
partial   rodistribution   of  private  property  ;  but  ia-  ¥ 
general     tho    sel [-constituted    local     eovemmenti  J 
appear  to  have  behaved  with  tolerable   moderation,'  I 
and   after  a  short    time   they  surrendered    theirf  I 
authority   to   the    Proviaionnl   Government.      Th^i  M 
most  urgent  or  tho  loudest  of  the  popular  demand»  I 
produced   in   the   minds  of   foreigners  a  feeling  at  T 
surprise,     it  had  not  been  supposed  that  a  roligioua    | 
liberty  was  anxiously  desired  ny  a  country  in  whi^ 
ther*  are  no  indigenous  Nonconformists  ;  sod  an 
occasional  protest  in  favour  ot  Freo  Trade  was  even  I 
more  unexpected.     The  Government,  almoet  inuoA^I 
diatelj'  after  its  formation,  dnjioai  ft»»  «x^\isiHft.<€^ 


the  Jesuits  and  the  dissolution  of  the  religious  com- 
munities which  had  heen  fnunded  under  the  patron- 
age of  the  Quf.en  in  contmventitrn  of  the  law.  In 
Continental  countries  religious  liberty  meaoa 
antn^fonism  to  the  dei^,  and  oEpeciftlly  to  the 
religious  orden  ;  and  the  leuders  of  tlic  Bevolution 
are  jiistififid  in  ndopCine  meaeureR  which  may 
(IiniiniEh  the  power  of  their  inveterate  enemieB. 
The  early  reaotion  against  the  clerical  polJL-y  of  the 
IJiTEEB  and  her  adrisera  seema  already  to  hove  sub- 
Bided.  The  Popb'b  Ndncio  atill  resides  at  Madrid, 
drawin;;  a  stipend  from  the  Spanish  Treasury,  and 
the  management  of  ec^leaiasticai  alfaiA  is  intrusted 
to  B  Minister  who  eagerly  proclaims  himself  a 
zealnaa  Catholic.  Notwitlistanding  the  aipira- 
tions  of  aangiiine  patriots,  the  Revolution  may 
possibly  prove  to  have  been  but  one  mora  barren 
inilitury  revolt.  tieneral  Phim,  on  assuming 
the  command  nf  the  arni^,  jiiiblished  an  admir- 
alile  (iuneral  Order,  in  which  oHiuers  and  privates 
wuie  cautiulied  against  taking  any  ptrt  in  jKilitical 
aftaini.  The  warning  would  have  been  mors 
iuipreasive  if  Ueueral  Prim'h  authoi'ity  had  Hot 
Iteen  iounded  on  the  conduct  vthich  he  deprecated, 
and  if  lie  had  not  conformed  to  traditional  praotioe 
by  accepting  a  Mai'ahuJ'a  staff  in  reward  for  hia 
share  in  a  politii^l  mutiny.  Every  ofiioer  and 
non-commisBioned  ofUcer  in  the  army  about  the 
eame  time  obtained  a  step  in  rank,  which  was 
indisoriminately  given  to  the  combatanta  on  both 
sides  at  Aloolea.  It  another  promotion  should 
seem  likely  to  follow  the  restoration  of  the  Queen, 
or  the  adhesion  of  the  army  to  the  Generals  in  a 
contest  with  the  Cortes,  there  is  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  the  country  would,  for  the  first  time  in 
iAe/iresent  generation,  attempt  resistance  to  mili- 
tary  dietatioa.  The  Go-ve-mraeivt  wiA  \otii  rau* 
elrengthmed  its  position  bj  t\\(i  **W**'''^^' 
Jifpubiican  revolt  at  Cadiz  wtocV\wA\W«s«B«a-- 
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be  formidable.  The  struggle  was  remarltable  for 
the  ourioui  epiaode  of  the  arrival  of  the  Duke  of 
HosTPENSiER  &t  Cordova  tor  the  purpose  of  otferi^ 
to  serve  against  the  insurgents.  The  Duka  lias 
Bubsequently  explained  that  he  had  Buppused  ths 
insurrection  to  be  reactiotiar;  rather  than  E«pub- 
lican  ;  but  his  intentions,  nhutever  they  may  hava 
been,  appear  not  to  hare  been  adequately  appreci- 
ated. Although  Marshal  Serraso  is  said  to  bs 
favourable  to  the  pretensions  of  the  Buke,  the 
Oovemment  insisted  on  hia  immediate  return  to 
Lisbon  ;  and  probably  he  has  by  his  imprudent 
interference  damaged  his  prospects  of  ascending  the 
throne.  Perhaps  no  better  King  could  he  found 
for  Spain  ;  yet  it  would  be  vexatious  that  M. 
GtJizOT  should  have  lived  to  iritneBs  the  sucoesa  by 
unforesenn  methods  nl  tiie  scandalous  iatrigue  of 
184G,  widch  has  already  borne  fruit  in  the  ruined 
fortunes  and  reputation  of  Isabella  II. 

According  to  common  belief  and  the  expreM 
atatement  of  Count  Bismasck,  the  Spanish  Revolu- 
tion, arising  from  uauses  exclusively  domestic, 
incidentally  prevented  the  outbreak  of  a  great 
European  wwr.  At  the  oiose  of  tiie  year  t!ie  danger 
has  recurred  through  the  sudden  rupture  between 
Greece  and  Turkey.  It  is  nt  present  imposaihle  to 
assign  to  the  voluntary  or  unoonacious  promoters  of 
the  catastrophe  their  respective  shares  in  an  un- 
toward and  troublesome  event.  It  is  doubtful,  in 
spite  of  many  positive  assertions,  whether  Franca 
has  been  intriguing  with  Rnssia  in  the  hope  of 
detaohing  a  powerful  ally  from  Pnissia  ;  uor  are 
the  rumours  which  attribute  to  Austria  a  principal 
part  in  tlie  tracisactioa  to  be  received  without 
umpler  confirmation.  A  short  time  since  the 
Government  of  tlie  Canuhian.  PTia<:ifiii\t\a&  '«b& 
engaged  in  preparations  to  escite  an  wvBM.ti«a'Oia«i.'i»- 
tha  aortbero  provincea  oE  TvirVey  ',  bufOnft  tmoiaiir 
ftraaoBs  of  tie  Great   Powers  e^od,M«»i  wi.  mM"^- 
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«b]e  chan^e'of  policg',  expressed  in  tbe  dismiasil  I 
of  the  Prince's  Ministry.       Tlie  majority  of     tho  I 
Bulgarian  i>oi)nlation  is  believed  to  be  lojraJ  t'   """ 
Ports,   and   it   ia   possible   that    the    enem 
Turkey  may  have  found  it   eipsdjent  to   shift   ths  1 
iceno    of  their  operations.     On   the   otlisr    hand,  J 
but  for  the  probability   that    Eastern  (lifScultioB  I 
liavo     been    oauied    by   tottuvus   diplomacy,   tbe 
imprudence  which  is  common  to  both   the   bellige- 
rent Governments  would  not  alone  prove   that   tho  1 
collision  which  has  occurred  ought  to  be  sttribated  I 
to  external  agency.     The  relations  between  Ureeoe  I 
and   Turkey  nave   tor   more   than   two  years  beea  I 
subject   to   an  intolerable   strain,  and   it   has  only  I 
been   through  fear  of  the   European  Powers  that 
either    Government    has     abstained     from     opi-n 
hostility.    The  Greeks  have  with  remarkable  slciU 
and  persevetanco  kept  the  Cretan  insurrection  aljva 
long  after  it  wuuld  have  collapsed  in  tho  absence  of 
foreign  aid.     Little  or  no  regard  has   been  paid   to 
the  rules  oC  inteniationu!  taw,  and  as  the  inaurKunts 
in  the  island  became  less  and  loss  inclined   to   con- 
tinue  the   struggle,  their   alliGS   on  the  miunland 
have   redoubled   tlieir  efibrta,  and  have  delied  tbe 
Turks  with  less  affectation  of    secrecy.     If  the 
Turkish   Government   could   have  peranaded  itgelt 
to  submit   for  a  abort  timu  longer  to  the  prqvoea- 
tions  which  it  had  previously  borne,  the  pacification 
e£  Crete  would  probably  hove  reduced  the  Greeks  to 
compulsory  inaction  ;  yet  it  is  impossible   to   deny 
that  recent  proceedings     have     furnished    ample 
leosona  for  a  declaration  of  war.     Bauds  of  vobm- 
teera,  commanded  by  officers  of  the  Greek  army, 
Rnd    armed   with    cannon    taken    from    a     Royal 
fortress,  have  openly  paraded  the  atrHcts  of  Athena 
iapnp&TkUon  for  a  fteah  iuvasion  of  Crete.  Cretiin 
'rafage^a  wh*  were  about  to  TOtutti  to  *Cn»  SAsa\''  — 
ftba  iavitfltion  of  the  TurUiaVi  CoNerom.'ro't 
fiolenUy  aaoaulted,  and  iaoew*4    ^"^    i«* 
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from  tbe  Greek  poiioe.  Fiaally,  the  well-reasoiwii  I 
remonstrance  of  the  Turkisli  iVUniBter,  hioiBelf  aU" 
iiocompliaiied  Greek,  was  answered  by  the  Atheiiii^ni 
Govomment  in  a  tone  of  insult,  Hnd  willi  au  undU- 
{jaiaed  nvowiil  of  the  actswhicli  forni^  the  subjeut 
of  complaint.  It  wna  evidsat  that  the  Greeks  were, 
either  through  mahnasa  or  in  the  aesuranoe  of 
foreign  aid,  anxious  to  precipitate  a  quarrel,  whila 
the  PoBTE,  now  deprived  of  the  BUKaoiouB  counse'a 
of  FuAU  FASHi.,  yielded  to  a  nntarol  irritation, 
whicli  had  long  been  forcibly  BupprasEed,  Diplo- 
inatio  relations  have  been  Buapeoded,  nnd  tha 
Greeks  have  hitherto  refused  all  concessions, 
although  the  Turkish  army  imd  navy,  if  noli 
required  to  meet  some  other  foreign  or  flomestio 
enem^,  are  fully  able  to  crush  the  petty  foroei  of 
the  kingdom.  The  Gre«k  Government  has  neither 
money  nor  credit,  hat  it  probably  hopes  that  ins 
rections  will  occur  in  the  Turkish  provincea,  and  it 
relies  on  th»  certainty  that  Europe  will  nei 
permit  the  permanent  conquest  of  ita  territory, 
a  Turkisii  army  enters  tho  kingdom,  some  ootragoa 
will  probably  be  perpetrated,  and  iimnmenibla 
atrocities  will  bs  invented  to  excite  the  indignatioa 
of  Ohristendom.  There  is  little  use  in  invading  t 
province  which  cannot  be  retained,  and  at  sea  the 
skilful  Greek  cruisen  will,  perhaps,  continue  ta 
baffle  th«  pursuit  of  the  Turkish  men-of-war.  There 
is  every  probability  thnt  hostilities  will  he  averted, 
but  until  the  proposed  Conference  has  arrived  at  a 
decision  it  wiU  be  impossible  to  judge  whether  tha 
Great  Powers  are  able  to  u^ree  on  an  Eastern  policy. 
The  further  question  of  the  willingness  of  the  actual 
combatants  to  submit  to  European  Krbitration  will 
still  remain  to  be  solved.  . 

Tba  vaet  extent  o!  modern  wtt'pufifttrtwv^ 'CwKt'. 

tamtoriea  and  interestfl   into   contwitWi,  *Cn6«a.-n'V 

time  In  rideJy-separated  regiom.     tV*.  tk^v*^  *-tW- 

-'«j  o/  tbe  iiuaaiaa  dcmmioM  in  O-ati.U'ii-  b»-vi^- 
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althoneh  it  maj',  perhaps,  have  been  le^ttmBU  or  1 
unavoidable,   neceuariiy  forma     an   entu-el;    new   ' 
element  in  the   calculations  of  Anf^lo-Indian  Btaten^ 
men.     Within   the  last   year  the  RuMian  Generals 
Iiave  eitabli^hed    a  protectorate   over    the    Bemi-   ' 
barbarous   State     of   Bokhara,    and    the    reigning 
Ameer,  like   a   Kln^   of  Armenia  or  Cappadoc'    ' 
the  daya  of  IitrciTi-iiVs  and  Pompev,  owes  to  liia 
patrons   tlie  poaaesaion  of  a  throne  which  had  been    1 
assailed  by  dissatistied  subjects  under  his  rebeUioua   I 
san.      The    virtual     acquiaition    of    Bokhara    haa   j 
brought  the   Ruisiana   into   the   neighbourhood  of  >l 
Afghanintan,  and  furiiislied  a  poaiihle  opportunity  •! 
of  interfere noa   in  the   civil  ivars  which  lUatraot  tlia>1 
couutry.     An   At'ghnn   Prince,  with   a  body  of   hisi] 
followers,  is  already  Berving   in  the  Russian  Army,  •! 
and  other  defeiited  preteiiden  will  nut  fail  to  court 
the  favour  of  a  powerful  ally.     It  is   asserted   that '  I 
Sir  John    LiwURNoit    has   lately   seen    reason   M 
modify  the   uhaolutely  nentral   policy  which  he  has 
observed  during  the  lengthened  contest  in  Afghanis- 
tan,    It  is  unfortunate  that  he  should  be  replaced 
by  an  inexperienced  successor   at  a  moment  when  a 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  Aaiittic  politics  is  more   ^1 
than  ever  required  hy  the  rulers  of  India.    For '  fl 
the   present,   the    Russians    in   Uokhara  and   the .  H 
adjacent  r^iona   have  given  no  cause  of  offence  to   ^M 
the  Indian    Government,    nor    is   their   military 
power,  at  so  great  a  distance  from  their  resources, 
likely  at  any  time  to  be   formidable.     It   is  onl^  in 
dealing  with  disaffected  subjecta  or  turbulent  neigh- 
bours that  the  vicinity  of  a  second  European  Power 
might  lead  to  comj)licBtifm«.     Still  further  to  the 
East  a  local   cofliainn  with   Chinese  authorities  has 
caused  natural  uneasiness.     English  ships  of  war 
havB  been  employed   \Ti  aien^we,  'i^v*  -wiotv!^  ot 
certain    misBionaneB,   B-lthow^H  \^.  iwim*  ftjsScM.-^ 
whether   (he   interference  -wt^  ^'^^f^'^.^'^^^ 
tr^ty  or  by  international  t^^U    U-  *  °^^  ■^««*- 


t  dealing 

..  _.  sible  to  pro- 

)t  all  Engliflh  ttdventuierB  who  in  the  proaecutioir 
either  of  commercial  or  raligiuiia  deaigna  think  Ht 
to  reside  in  remote  and  uncivilized  regions.  A  mis- 
sionacf  is  not  bound  to  expose  himself  to  death  of 
to  torture,  and  if  lie  thinks  fit  to  incur  tbe  riak  he 
must  not  tuppose  that  he  has  an  English  squadron 
at  Ilia  back. 

The  prosperous  monotony  of  the  Colonies  has  of 
late  yearn  contribute  few  chapters  to  the  oiirrent 
historj^of  tlie  English  empire  ;  but  a  fresh  Maori 
insurrection,  followed  by  the  defeat  lA  a  colonial 
force,  has  once  more  diminished  the  hope  of  pre- 
serving  from  ultimate  extinction  the  bravest  and 
itiOBt  capable  of  all  native  races  which  hare  been 
brought  into  juxtaposition  with  European  settlers. 
In  Australia  the  personal  loyalty  and  iuviucible 
tenacity  which  are  equally  characteristio  of  English 
colonists  have  been  illustrated  by  the  enthuBiaatio 
reception  offered  to  the  Duke  of  Ediitbuboh,  and 
by  the  resolute  prosecution  of  the  ConstitutionAl 
conflict  which  has  long  occupied  the  Legislature  of 
Victoria.  The  witbdrawal  of  the  claim  to  the  grant 
which  the  Assembly  liad  made  to  the  widow  of  a 
late  Governor  released  the  Colonial  Office  at  home 
from  an  immediate  embaiTassnient  ;  but  the  respec- 
tive rights  and  privileges  of  the  two  branches  of 
the  Legislature  are  a*  far  as  ever  from  adjustment, 
although  it  is  certain  thdt  in  an  essentially  Demo- 
cratic community  the  more  popular  body  will 
finally  prevail.  The  new  organization  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  appears  likely  to  be  success- 
ful, but  the  people  of  Nova  Scotia  are  still  dia- 
aatisfied  with  the  preponderance  of  interest*  ^ta&^ 
they  consider  opposed  to  their  own,  TWa\ja'»*»'' 
Cure  sent  deputies  to  England  tonvo^eit  wipM«X.'<2o» 
maintenance  of  tha  uiuon  and  "Ntr,  &«.\Q'S.t;  '*'** 
i»duved  to  adrocate   their  'cause  Vn  ^.'iv^'  "S-o-i**  '^ 
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Oemmoni  ;  but  en  discuaaivn  it  olMrly  ftppearad  I 
that  the  previoui  LegiilBtiiro  had  &sMiit«d  to  tha  I 
estabhahuent  of  the  Dominion,  and  it  was  evident  I 
tliat  the  ineastire  was  id  ita  nature  irrevocable.  Tha  j 
leader  of  the  Novia  Scotia  dissidenia  has  sinoa  j 
Sibaudoiied  the  agitation  as  UBeleas,  uid  it  may  ba  I 
hoped  that  the  pr,u;tical  grierJiioes  of  which  the  I 
Province  juatl;  complune  will  be  remedied  bj  tha  I 
good  senae  of  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  Spaniah  Maraliola, 
whole  deathi  were  followed  by  important  political 
consequences.  Lord   Bbougham   and   M.   Berbviik   | 
are  the  must  considerable  names  in  the  Obituary  of   I 
the   year.      Both   had   completed  or   outlived   tha   I 
period  of  active  exertion,  and  boUi  had  been  rather  J 
oratora   than   etateamen.      The   most   eloquent    of  I 
modem  French  advocates,  by  a  paradoxical  fortune,  J 
owed  bis  exceptional  popularity  to  a  false  position,   \ 
If   Charles  X.  and   ni»  dsBcendanta  had  remained 
on  the  throne,  Beuryer  would  probably  have  been 
assailed  oa  a  courtier  and  a  supporter  of  the  preroga- 
tive :  but  eight-and-thirty  jesjB  of  opposition  allied 
him,  in  spite  of  reciproculy  antagomitic  principles, 
with   all   the   enemies   of   two  aucceuive  dynnatles 
aud  of  authority  in  genei-al.     From  1830  to  1848  he 
was  a  steady  opponent  of  the  OiaBAjcs  Qovemment, 
and   during   the   continuance   of    the     short-lived 
Kepublio   he  waa  a  party  to  the  tacit   conspiracy  of 
tha  leaders  of  the  Assembly  against  the  Democratic 
Constitution   which   tliey,    nevertheless,  provision- 
ally  accepted.      The    restoration    of    the   Empire 
associated   Berby£R  with  the  Parliamentary  states- 
men wliom  he  had  attacked  under  Louis  Phelipfe, 
and  with  the  HepubUcaos  whom  he  had  opposed  in 
tliB    Nulional    Assembly.       The    chiefs    of    many 
»!iHtterod  portieg,  uniled\t7  cmntaiaa  anmities,  onn- 
curred    in   applauding  l\vo  Imhovh  oNi  ^*ki  '■"na 
iitcidcntaUv,  and   yet   »iacei«\-!.-''itia:ioBi(ea.\i^n^, 
i^viag  no  terms  to  keep  witb.  MiafpAwjft-  '^iSi^ 
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a.  few  daya  before  his  death  Bbertbb  ioinod 
Bavdin  Bnbscriptioli,  u  liu  lateit  expreBsiou  oE 
antipathy  to  the  Imperial  GoTBrnment.  "'" 
heterogenoua  cluster  of  political  colleagues 
not  ourioUB  to  inquire  into  the  motiree  which  htiidj 
dictated  a  conKisteut  hoatility  to  tlio  ParliamentMy' 
Government  of  the  joxtagei  branch,  to  the  Kepubli^ 
and  to  the  Empire.  To  hia  eloquence  Bkd  t«  hia 
foreoiaia  character  ilU  partiei  gave  a  just  and  genuine 
recoEnitioa.  By  common  conient  he  was,  during  m 
great  part  of  his  life,  at  the  head  of  hi*  piofeBsion, 
and  hu  luperioiity  was  oordially  recognized  even  by 
thoK  wlio  might  have  considered  tbemaelveR  hia 
rivali.  Lord  Bbodoilim,  with  a  mors  versatile 
intelleot  and  a  far  wider  range  of  activity,  bad  not 
beea  equally  EUoceBsful  in  securing  general  favour. 
TJntiring  energy  and  great  natural  powers  had 
ennbled  him,  while  still  in  the  fuU  vigour  of  life,  to 
attain  a  high  position  at  the  Bar,  and  to  compete 
with  CAKNiNa  for  oratorical  supremacy  in  tho 
House  ef  Commons  ;  but  he  never  succeeded  in 
aatisfying  the  first  condition  of  solid  ParUamentsry 
influence  by  securing  the  confidence  of  any  political 
party.  The  diitnist  entertained  by  the  Whigs  for 
their  volunteer  ally  may  have  been  suggested  by 
ariabtcratia  prejudice,  but  it  was  afternnrda 
jnstified  by  experience.  He  forced  himself  into 
Lord  Gret's  Cabinet  against  the  wish  of  its  chief 
members  ;  and  four  years  afterwards  he  caused  the 
overthrow  of  the  Government,  and  finally  alienated 
himself  from  the  party.  The  rest  of  his  life  mas 
spent  in  restless  eHorts  to  sustain  tlie  teputatiou 
which  had  been  compromised  by  political  failure. 
The  goodwill  which  is  naturally  entertained  for  old 
ago  induced  a  younger  generation  to  gratify  him 
with  habitual  eulogy,  and  yot  Lord  BaouoKiss. 
must  often  have  felt  in  tlie  dedwiftiWA's'itosit'^'i 
achi«vemeata  had  not  correaponiwl  V>  Vii.  *'^'*^ 
athiabopta.     His  death  may  aei^a  to  o^fiiaow  ^*^* 
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close  of  an  epocli  and  the  conunen  cement  of  a  period 
which  wUl  pTobftblf  bs  marked  by  a  difiatant 
hiBtorigftl  type. 


1869. 

Tbo  year  wUoh  is  passing  airay  has,  botk  «t  J 
home  and  abroad,  been  marked  by  the  imeaaineBS  1 
which  forebodes  political  change.  More  than  one  I 
event  of  undoubted  liiatorical  importance  awaita  the  I 
intarpvetation  which  will  be  only  supplied  by  it«  1 
reaultB.  The  Irish  Church  Establishment  has  been  I 
abolished  ;  Fartiiimentary  Government  has  once  I 
more  been  conceded  to  JVance  ;  the  Suez  Canal  has  I 
been  opened  ;  and,  after  nn  interval  of  three  I 
centuries,  a  General  Coniicil  of  the  Roinon  Catholia  I 
Church  has  aaserabled  in  the  Vatican.  The  Spanish  I 
Bevolution,  which  at  the  bcginninK  of  the  year  had  t 
jdready  begun  to  disappoint  sanfiiuine  enthasiAst!),  I 
has  failed  to  justify  itself,  either  by  the  reform  of  I 
ancient  abuses  or  by  the  congolidation  of  a  regnluB  I 
Oovemment.  The  chmnic  embnrrasameDts  of  the  I 
Italian  Government  afford  another  iUustration  of  I 
the  difliculty  of  regenerating  a  nation.  The  dread  V 
of  a  grertt  Enropeim  war,  which  had  sinoe  IP"*  ' 
impended  over  the  Continent,  has,  by  lapse  of  ti 
and  through  the  pressure  of  domestic  questions 
France,  happily  in  a  great  measure  aubaided.  Tha  I 
mutual  relations  of  the  Oreat  Powers  have  been  I 
temporarily  or  permanently  modified  by  the  lelaxar  I 
tion  of  the  respective  intimacies  of  Franoe  with  I 
Austria  and  of  the  North  German  Confederation  I 
with  Russia.  The  risk  of  collisions  which  might  3 
have  brought  the  Eastern  Question  to  a  crisis  uaaM 
been  more  than  once  averted  by  diplomatidl 
prudence.  The  year  begati  \rife  wvo  ^■a.^njtiq 
the  PoRj'E  over  the  petnUtit  \vM,'ei\'q  ril^tw-"  •" 
it  has  closed  with  &»  acwayswiw  ^  ''^^  >i 
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of   Egypt    of    Iho  demands  ot  iha   SuiTiN,     The 
PlenipotentiarieB  aaaembled  in  Conferenca  at  Paris, 
after  exdading  tlie  Greek  Mimster  on  tt  plausibla^— 
jireteit  from    their   deliberations,    consulted    "  " 
jntereate  of  his  Government   and  cotmtry  bj  ins 
ing  on  their  abandonment  of  hostile  demonHtratiolit, 
against  Turkey.     The   Greek  MinisturH,  while  then 
wantonly  provokod  a  quarrel,  hud,  in  well-found* 
reliance  on  their  European   proteators,  neglected  I , 
make  the  smalleat  preparations  for  war  ;  and  theVi 
had  applied  to  other  purposes  the  funds  which  hJi 
been  raised  by  extraordinary  fiscal  measures,    yol.— 
it  waa  not   until   a  neiv  Administration  had  beeiiS 
formed  that  the  Government  formally  snbmitted  tftB 
the  demands  of  tho  Con^esa.     The   suppression  c 
the  Cretan  rebellion  has,  ia  consecjuence  of   th  , 
cesaation   of  aid  from   Greece,  proved  to  be  final  fj 
and  the  firmness  of  the   Tui'kish   Government  hai| 
detarred  malcontonts    from    attempting  elsowheWp 
provincial  ioHurrections,     An  unexx>ected  check  ho^ 
interrupted  the   progress   ot  thu  ruler  of  Esypt  fa 
formal  and    substantial    independeuce.     Althooi^ 
the  Courts  which  the  Kueiuve  has  visited  havjj 
scmpulouBl^  abatained  from  according  him  the  n 
of  a  Sovereign,  the  Sdxiak  haa  taken   umbrage 
his  pretensions,  and  he   haa  regarded  with  peculi 
jealousy  his  tinnnoial  arrangements  and  his  expendi-J 
tare.  The  Khbi>ivb  has,  on  more  than  one  occai "  " 
competed  with  the  Fobte  for  accommodation  ii 
Mon^-Markot,  and  a  portion  of  tlie  sums  which  iu^^ 
haarauedhas  beeneraployedinthepurchaseof  ve 

of  war  and  of  improved  weapons  for  his  army.  

invitations  issued  to  all  the  ^Sovereigns  and  to  othar  i 
Boyal  persons^es  by  a  mere  vassal  of  the  Portb 
formed  an  additional  cause  of  offence,  and,  ax  soon 
as  the  celebration  waa  finished,  the  ScIiTj^ 
peremptorily  demanded  that  the  liaMi\^tiini"ii&. 
henceforth  (wmraunicate  with.  iwiOigQ.  GovstssiNKsAft 
only  through  tha  diplomatio  nneato  olft«^'^*'*  ' 
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that  be  gliould  iLbstain  from  any  further 
liis  fleet  ;  and,  above  all,  that  he  should  submit  bis 
Itudguta  to  tha  Govemin«nt  of  ConatantiiiBple  ftnd 
renounce  the  privilegs  of  contTacting  loaoa,  axoapt 
with  the  consent  of  the  Sultas.  There  is,  perhapa, 
:i  secret  biEtory  of  a,  negotiation  which  ended  in  the 
unqualified  Gobmission  of  the  KiiBOiTE.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  ho  intends  to  accept  tha  posi- 
tion of  a  provincial  Governor,  diatingmshed  irom 
ether  Pashas  only  by  a  higher  title,  and  hj  tha 
right  of  hereditary  luccession  ;  hut  the  EkifrliBli 
^Vmbassador  urgontlf  recommended  compliance 
with  the  demands  of  tlie  Poeie,  and  the  French 
(iovemment  declined  to  auppvrt  the  Yioebox  in  a 
policy  of  resistance.  Prequent  esperieace  ha* 
proved  that  when  England  and  France  ore  in  accord 
no  '  successful  enoroacbment  can  he  made  oa  tha 
anthority  of  the  Suxtak,  Rnssian  politicians  aia 
forced  to  console  themselves  hy  the  plausibla 
]irophecy  that  at  some  future  time  the  asaertiui  of 
Egyptian  independence  will  inflict  ii  fatal  blow  on 
the  Turkish  Empire.  The  Khkdive  deserves  credit 
for  bis  prudence  in  listening  to  unpalatable 
counsels.  Premature  ambiti«n  niight  have  found 
uicuse  or  encouragement  in  the  splendid  hospitality 
n-hich  he  had  the  opportunity  of  tendering  on  a 
great  occasion  to  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
Prince  of  Prussia,  the  Empress  of  the  Fkenoh,  and 
the  representatives  of  all  the  Gre*t  Buropeaa 
Powers.  It  is  true  that,  although  the  Suez  Oonal 
traverse*  EimitisK  territory,  the  honour  of  tha 
achievement  belongs  to  a  Frenohtnan.  M.  na 
IiESStKPa  has  for  more  than  ten  years  prosecuted  tha 
enterprise  of  joining  the  Reti  Sea  to  the  Mf  ditor- 
ranean,  in  spite  of  natural  impediments  t»  tha 
undertaking,  of  the  gloomy  forebodings  of  profes- 
Eiaaal  and  non-proieBaionaV  m'A\w,kd.4.  "AVooisi.- 
(lifferenoe  or  distasto  ot  t\w  <toel  wiwc\\aK»a  ■o^'aa*. 
fortunately  for  the  succow  ol  'tVa  eiA»^lP«»' 
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tinsntal  hrpes  were  oncited  by  the  apparent  jealoiisy 
o£  England,  and  the  finanoml  resources,  which  liad 
seemed  to  he  more  difRcult  of  Bttainment  than  tho 
moohanical  completion  oE  the  works,  wore  always 
fortlifoming  as  thiiy  were  required.  The  Viceroy 
of  Bf.YPT  was  induced  to  contribute  lu^ely  in 
money  and  in  the  labour  of  his  Bubjects,  ftnd,  with 
the  aid  of  French  diplomacy,  the  frequent  objec- 
tions raised  by  the  Turkidi  Government  were 
BUCoeB»tilly  evaded  or  ovcrcoma.  The  work, 
nlthongh  it  is  not  yet  complete,  has  been  sho^v^  to 
bo  pracficabia,  and,  even  if  it  provoa  to  bo  unre- 
muneratiie,  means  will  be  found  to  finish  and  to 
maintain  4ia  undertaking.  There  is  little  reason  to 
fear  that  %  more   alteratio      '       '■■         '"'   " 


divert  any  cinsiderabJe  portion  of  English  trade. 
The  Russian  and  Italiun  ports  have  no  important 
marketj  bebiid  them  either  for  imports  or  tor 
axporta.  Tricite  and  Marseilles  may,  perhaps,  find 
a  certain  adsaniago  in  the  reduction  of  freight ;  but 
it  will  bo  long  bifore  they  can  rival  Sontiuimplon, 
Liverpool,  and  Lindon  in  steam  navigation.  During 
the  continuance  o'.peaco,  and  under  an  eqiialsysteia 
of  oharecH  for  all  nations,  the  greater  part  of  the 
trade  of  the  Cand  will  bo  conducted  by  English 
vessels.  The  BoutI«m  cities  which  date  their 
decline  from  tho  disckvery  of  the  passose  round  tha 
Caps  of  Good  Hopewill  lind  that,  dthough  the 
coursa  of  trade  may  itice  mora  pass  along  their 
coasts,  its  destination  depends  on  the  fertility  of 
producers  and  on  t!ie  lapacity  of  consumers,  .' 
the  Canal  is  actually  m^o,  insular  patriotism  w 
have  no  difficulty  in  roooaciling  itself  with  cosni 
politan  philanthropy.    Per  the   ip^«*iai!i.,  '^^ci^ii^ 

mors  with  the  Derver3:tiea  ol  C^vvtvew*^^^'^*^*'* 
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growers  than  irith  the  poesiblo  rivaJry  of  IMediter-  ■  ] 
rane&n  traders.  In  China  it  happens  that  all  tha  J 
European  and  American  residents  cultivate  the 
nii;st  frieniJIy  undorstiuidiiig  between  themselves, 
under  the  influence  not  of  a  common  enmitjifbiit  o£ 
habitual  habilitv  to  the  Bame  kind  of  vexationa. 
The  puhhc  opinion  of  the  commercial  republic 
which  IiM  organized  itself  at  Slianghai  is  aighly 
favourable  to  Bumniarf  modes  of  redress  for  aSronta 
or  injuries  oScrced  by  local  functionarlea.  (d  the 
Island  of  Formosa  and  at  various  points  on  the 
mainland,  Engliah  "Vice-Consuls  and  naval  officers 
hare  taken  towns  or  forts,  or  ha^-e  exacted 
pecuniary  nompeiisation,  in  consequence  of  wconga 
inflicted  on  their  countrymen  by  Chiniise  ofliciala  oc 
nobs.  Lord  Olabeniwn  has  issuiid  sttinjent  orders  ' 
that  all  complaints  Hhall,  in  accoirdani;(i  with  the 
Btipulations  of  the  Treaty,  be  referretf  dlrectij  to 
the  AnibassadoT  at  Pekin  for  presertatiou  to  the 
Imperial  Govm'nment.  Thero  is  no  doubt  that  it 
was  proper  to  checit  the  activity  of  zedous  subordi' 
nates  ;  but  Sir  RrTHERFonn  ALCOCEseems  to  share 
the  distrust  felt  by  the  mercantilr  community  of 
the  eflicBoy  of  diplomatic  romonalrsncea.  It  has 
now  become  evident  that  the  mission  of  Mr, 
BuKLiNGHiJtB  to  WasMngtou  an«  to  the  European 
Coiirta  was  despatched  by  the  Chnese  Government 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  relaxation  of  its 
engagements  to  facUitato  interortirse  with  toreignevB. 
BIr.  BUBLixoHAME  himself  wis  probably  the  dupa 
of  instructions  which  were  drtwn  up  in  two  different 
versions  for  domoslio  and  'oreign  use.  Mi.  Ros.^ 
Bhowne,  lately  American  IVinister  at  Pekin,  having 
been  recalled  by  his  Govorimont  on  account  of  hia 
disapprovBl  of  Sir.  Bubliscjiamb's  Treaty,  received 
an  address  of  unanimtwa  sacnt  to  his  policy  from 
all  the  Eaglish  and  ATtieiwa.ii  ■o\atE\i«tA^..  \-o.  Vm. 
reply,  ATr.  Bo^s  Brow^«  iwwwiltm.'ina  tl 
of  dealing  oa  the  spot  with.  ■poNm'i-ai.  »«&' 
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the  rights  o£  foreign  truderH.     It  is  improbable  that 
evt^ntuallv  auy  ngid    adherence    to  impr^ticable 
nJta   will   be   allowed   to   endonger   trade  with  an 
Emf>ir9  which  contdns   hundreds   of  millionB  of  I 
possible  ciiatomsrs  for  Western  manufactures.  I 

Although  India  as  wcU  as  China  must  profit  J 
largelf  by  any  improvemeDt  in  the  means  of  com- J 
munication  with  Europe,  the  att^^ntion  of  the  Oi>- 1 
verument  has  been  fullf  occupied  with  political  aiuf  I 
financi-il  questions.  Lord  Mayo,  succeeding  to  Sit'M 
Jobs  Lawubwcb  in  the  first  weeks  of  1869,  gay*  W 
effect  to  the  recent  pohcj  of  his  predecessor  hy  con-  f 
finning  the  amicable  relations  which  had  at  Ia*t  I 
been  eatsbhshed  with  the  reigning  Ameer  o!  I 
APomsisVAi.-,  Kir  John  Lawebsce  has  often  faeon'  J 
censured  for  his  persistent  neutraUty  among  th»iJ 
descendants  of  Dost  MoaAMMEO  during  their  !oi " 
struggle  for  (upremacy.  It  is  probable  that  Shbi 
Ali,  when  ha  had  finally  established  his  power  i 
Cabul,  may  hive  fait  little  gratitude  to  the  Oovera-^— 
ment  of  India  for  a  tardy  leoognition  of  his  title  f-M 
but   an   Eastert.   ruler    is    as  little    inclined   f   - 


dominion   steadily   eitsnding    itself    over   CentnU' 1 
Asia  almost  to  the  trontier  of  his  dominions,  SwebI   | 
Aid  recognized  the  necessity  of  allying  himself  vitb   [ 
the  only  neighbouring  Power  whicli  is  strong  enongb   I 
to   protect   Elm.     In  i  journey  of  a  hundred  mileV'j 
through  English  territtry  on   his  way  to   visit  thS  ■  I 
ViLEROT,  the  AiiKBR  hid   the  opportonity  of   ap-   1 
predating   the   discipline  and  strength  of  the  army   ' 
of   North- Western    India.    Although    it    was   not 
tllought  expedient  to   concltide  a   formal  aUiance, 
Bheke   Ali   accepted   a   large  stljsidy,  which  may 
perhajjs    supply   the   means    oi  LinKA\6a.\}«fl:,  V« 
nuthprity.      He    probably    uniEta\rt.Tv4a    'CftsX   'Ctva 
Jhdian  Goromment  only  deaires  \:\i*  r\aa-vA6o«-'^'*  '^^ 
his  power  and  the  prosperity  uiii  Snie'eea*-*'^'^* 
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his  kingdom.  It  would  be  undi^fied  and  uwl«u 
to  ccmpkin  of  the  proKresa  •[  Russiuii  ariOB  in 
Khiva  and  Bokhara  ;  but  it  b  desirable  that  * 
natiTo  State  ehovild  be  interposed  between  the  two 
Great  European  Poirera.  In  domestic  admuUBtra- 
tioD  Lord  Mayo  has  profited  by  Ids  Parliamentary 
and  official  training  to  exercise  a  vigilant  supervlaion 
ovei  finance.  There  is  no  pnblio  depsrtinent  for 
nhich  Indian  functionaries  possess  so  little  aptitud*. 
On  a  careful  revision  of  the  Budget  it  appeired  that 
the  eipenditure  largely  eiceeded  the  rovenne,  and 
the  TicEHOir  has  b^jua  a  vigorou*  effort  to  reitora 
an  equiUbrium  b;  a  Bweeping  Bystem  of  retrench- 
itiont.     There  ia,  nappilj,  no  reason  to  fear  any  im- 

Sortant  ivar,  ciUier  foreign  or  domestic,  and  it  is 
oped  that  a  now  niuthod  of  coniucting  th« 
Sariodical  confiicts  with  the  mountain  tribes  on  tha 
[orthern  frontier  will  couduca  both  to  efficiency 
and  economj. 

As  there  ia  no  iroro.ediate  risk  of  a  colhaion  with 
RuBuian  poiicj',  either  in  Europe  or  m  ABia,the  only 
unsettled  question  with  which  ths  Foreiga  Office 
has  had  to  deal  ia  the  open  convroversf  with  tha 
United  States.  Lord  Clabeniwn,  continuing  the 
policy  of  Lord  8ii,NLEY,had  conceded  every  demaod 
which  the  American  Minister  had  been  instructed 
to  jirefet ;  but  Mj,  Hevekk  Johksoh  had  un- 
luckily irritated  his  couut^men  by  overstrained 
professions  of  goodwill  to  England  ;  and  the  un- 
popularity of  Mr.  AuDKE"  JoHKaoN  eitended  to 
the  negotiations  whioh  hai  been  instituted  and  con- 
ducted with  the  conseit  of  all  parties.  It  toon 
bBcame  known  that  thpOonvention,  which  cipr^ed 
'"    "~~         "luld  not  he  ratified 


the  opinions  of  Mr.  S^wakd,  would  i 

by  the  Ssnale.    On  General  GaiNi' 

omoe  in  tlie  bbt]/'  spring  the  text  of  the  Oo&ventjon 
TTita,  in  wilful  iiarogaid  oi  6ow«»s^  «qA  ot  utage, 
publiahed  in  tfie  iiowBpB,^iera^«il'«ai^'^«^'^*«^^~ 
«id«red    by    jhe   Senate.     A.  la'*  ■«»''»»  ^»^ 
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SruHEB,  who  had  besn  privy  to  the  mianoM  and  b 
t)ie  i>uitructit»i>  of  Hr.  ^ivekdt  Joii:<son,  moved 
tba  rejection  of  the  Treaty  in  sn   iDflamioBtory 
Epeech,and  hit  oonduiiona  were  almost  uiuniiinausly 
adopted   by   the   Senate,     la   anticipation    of    ttie 
event,  Mr.  Reveuuy  JoaNaoN  liad,  withnut   apecial    I 
Rutliority,  proposcnl  to  Lord  Ci.iiu!NiioN  that  tha   | 
CuDVention   BJiauId  be  eiitendL-d   from  the  claims  of 
British  aubjecta  or  American  citixena  to  the  demaudi  •  | 
which   either   Government   might   advance  against    , 
the  other,incli]dint(  the  ipiaainary  grievance  founded    . 
on  the  Qcbeb's  Proolamation  of  Neutrality.    Even 
if  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson's  new  proposal  had  not 
been  neoessarily  refuBed,thQ  adoption  tiy  the  Senate 
of  Mt.  Sumhbb's  pretensions  proves  that  a  settle-    | 
ment  of  the  dispute  would  have  been  impracticable, 
lie.  Sdmnek's  eitravagant  demand  for  an  apology 
and  foe  pavment  of  a  large   part  of  the  expense 
the  Civil  War  caused   extreme  iodj^uution  in  £   „ 
land,  and  even  in  the  United  States  it  was  foUowed  1 
by  a  partial  and  temporary  reaction.     The  soundeit   J 
jurists  proved   that  tho  recognition  of  Confederate   j 
belligerenoy   constituted   no   just  cause  of  offence, 
and  some  of  the  more   respectable  journalists  with- 
drew from  the  positions  whi^li  tbe^  had  maintained    I 
untd  Mr.  Sijm»e&  made   their  opinions  ridiculous.    I 
The  Pi[iBii>£HT  himself,  in  his  recent  Meeta^  to  I 
Oongreu^   has     substantiBlly    re-afGrmed    all    Mr.    | 
Somnbk's  doctrinQ»,on  grounds  which  are  explained   I 
in  a  despatch   of   au   eitrooruinary  character   from   1 
the  Seoretan  of  State  to  the  American  Miniater  in  I 
^gland.     Mr.  Hamilton  Fish  has,  in  a  declama-  I 
tory  tone  seldom   used  in  diplomacy,  recapitulated    I 
all  the  real   and   imaginary  grievances  which  hava   | 
been    devised     to    justi^    American     indignation 

agatnst  England.   Eis  rhetorical  uYveic\\^«'ou.^i. 

Lard  Ci^RESDOU  an  nppnrt\it\i.tf  oi  A\q^^^^'«^^ 
courieoua  and  oonclosive  anawet,  fta.\.  "Cwa  e*£*Wi*»v 
tie   X&bam*    from    tke  Merasy  ■«»*  «&  is»««=" 
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,  and  that  the  damans  which  wer« 
BuHered  by  Americsn  trade  were  fully  provided  fur 
ill  Mr.  Skwahd's  CoDvention.  It  will  be  uaeleaa  tr 
renew  the  negotiationa  until  the  Prbsidbnt  is  pra 
pared  to  reconsider  his  iuadmtsrible  demands.  I' 
happens,  by  an  unomalouH  oolncidence,  that  aom< 
of  the  politicianB  who  most  bitterly  regent  tha 
recognition  of  Confederate  belligerency  have  been 
B^erly  pressing  for  intervention  on  behalf  of  the 
insnrgents  of  Cuba.  The  rebeU  against  the  Spanish 
Government  have  never  poasetsad  atown,  a  fort^  " 
a  separate  territory,  nor  have  they  at  any  ti 
brought  a  regular  army  into  the  field.  The  C' 
federacy,  on  the  other  hand,  wua  a  league  of  n 
rir  ten  old  and  settled  States,  holding  at  the  tinu 
racognition  exclusive  possession  of  their  own  v 
territories,  including  a  longer  coast  line  than  t 
which  remained  to  the  Federal  GflTemmant.  1 
Prgiudbnt  haa  correctly  stated  in  his  SfessBge  that 
belligerency  was  a  question  of  fact  ;  and  yet  tho 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  by  a.  nnanimons  vote, 
declared  its  sympathy  with,  the  insurrection  in 
Cuba,  and  requested  the  PBEsirBNT  to  concede 
recognition  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Over- 
tures of  mediation  nkade  to  the  Spanish  Ocvem- 
inent  by  the  American  Minister  were  animnaril^ 
rejected,  and  the  failure  of  the  insurgents  to  make 


^  3  will  probably  oonSrm  thi 

Its  determination  to  furnish  no  argument  against 
itself  in  the  controversy  with  England.  The  o\-«r- 
bearing  diplomacy  of  the  United  States  is  in  soma 
degree  cipliiined  by  the  internal  prosperity  of  the 
country.  With  only  one  or  two  exeHitious,  all  the 
States  which  belonged  to  the  Confederacy  are  now 
formally  restored  to  tho  Union  ;  and  the  increase  of 
revenue,  aided  by  a  reiuctiuTi  «l  ev^wvditnta,  ha« 
enabled  the  Secretary  ot  \.\i«  Ttewwrs '"i  *'5-«'-^ 
hFg«rtn\wtion  oE  tlio  ■Nat\on8l■0*^>t.  "^V^""*- 
o/repudi^tioD.  which  waa  cWTitewt^aiVi      - 
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CongrcM,  and  which  waa  es^rly  advocated  by 
many  leaders  of  both  parties,  haa  become  uapopu^bu: 
einca  the  Presidential  election.  The  present  Con- 
gress has  affirmed  the  necessity  of  paying  thu 
iiatioijiil  obligations  in  apecie,  and  by  a  late  Itesolu- 
tion  it  has  condemned  the  fraudulent  doctrines 
which  wore  lately  prufewed  by  half  tlie   Eepublican 

K.rty,  and  by  a  much  hirger  proportion  of  tha 
wuocrats,  Tlie  President,  with  the  majority  of 
both  Houses  of  Ctaigcesa,  supports  the  most 
stringent  systein  of  Protection,  but  there  are  indica- 
tione  of  tide  growing  popularity  of  more  rational 
doctrines,  especially  jn  the  Western  States,  wliich 
have  ail  umiualifiod  interest  in  thu  establishineut  of 
Tree  Trade.  The  ingenious  perversity  of  the  TariflE 
taxes  variiiiiB  cluflsea  of  producers  in  tlie  price  of  tha  i 
roaterials  for  tlieir  industry  to  a  Iwger  extent  than  | 
the  bounty  which  they  receive  at  the  expense  of, 
their  ouatomers.  The  shipbuilders,  who  find  that 
thsir  industry  is  noiwly  mined,  are  already  demand- 
itig  free  importation  of  timber,  hemp,  and  iron,  , 
while  thoy  at  the  same  time  claim  a  monopoly  of  , 
the  domestic  carrying  trade.  In  the  enjoyment  of 
tlio  prosperity "vrhich  rcBults  from  the  energy  of  the 
national  chiiraoter  operating  on  unlimited  resources, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  can  aSbrd  to 
commit,  for  purposes  of  e,xperiment,  almost  every 
legislative  and  economic  blunder. 

The  unfriendly  feeling  of  the  United  States  is  i 
only  disquieting  element  in  the   foreign  relations  of 
England.  Except,  indeed,wLen  it  becomes  noceisary 
to  discounteuitnce   the   opening  of  some   Eastern 
question,  the   English   Government  has  lately  been 
but   u   spectator   of  Continental  proceedings.     Tlie 
warm  sympathy  whidi  waa  Felt  for  tJie  Italian  causa 
dating  the  struggle  fur  unity  and  iride^nAsiWK,a\>3*..  L 
natarxllf  subsided  with  the  oiioa*vi>i\  tiVijfe ^«:^'»^'jj_ 
it/orth.     The   Government  <A  Geuetiii.^'tesfcs.^'tA- 
A«!»DJS  unpopular    in  comequenceal  »!ie%'i&.-'i^^^ 


tions  of  personal  liberty,  and  thrmigh  the  ill  suooeu 
of  Ooant  Oambray  Dtr.M'r  in  his  attampta  to  restora 
the  finances.  It  is  stitl  found  inipossibi*  to  eoUect 
the  tazM  in  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Iringdom, 
iind  the  influence  of  the  Obowk  and  of  the  General 
Officers  (mposea  any  farther  reduction  of  the  Army 
and  the  Court.  The  waning  popularity  of  the  Rof  ^ 
dynasty  Iiaa  been  lately  revived  by  tie  reoovary  of 
the  Ktxo  from  an  akrming  illneas,  and  by  the 
fortunate  birth  of  an  heir  to  the  Crown  in  the  city 
of  Naples,  If  it  is  true  that  ViCTOH  E^rsfANi'BLjWhen 
in  imminent  danger,  refused  to  nrnVe  political  con- 
ceaainns  which  were  insiilently  demanded  by  the 
prietta,  he  has  established  a  new  and  rolid  title  to 
the  conRdence  of  the  country.  It  is  certain  that 
the  expectation  of  his  death  revived  the  rooolleotion 
of  his  great  sorrioes  to  Italy,  and  the  sense  of  tho 
uncerbiinty  which  might  attend  the  reign 'o(  an 
untried  luccetsor  ;  yet  the  Chamber  at  the  com- 
mencement of  i^  winter  Session  declined  ti> 
continue  to  the  Ministers  the  confidence  which  hod 
never  been  heartily  granted.  The  eleotion  of  Signor 
LiNEA  to  the  office  of  President  of  the  Chamber  was 
equivalent  to  a  decisive  vote  against  Che  Ministry, 
and  after  long  uncertainty  General  MTts'ABiiBA  and 
his  colleagues  have  been  sncceeded  by  Signor  ] 
LuJZA  ana  Signor  Sella.  If  the  new  Ministers  | 
Euaceed  in  reducing  the  expenditnre  to  the  level  of 
the  revenue,  they  will  have  performed  the  service  of 
which  the  country  princip.-illy  stands  in  need.  As 
the  agitation  for  the  acquisition  of  Rome  is  for  the 
present  suspended,  no  eitemril  anxiety  ought  to 
divert  the  uttention  of  the  Parliament  and  the  Go- 
vernment from  domestic  and  eomnmic  improve- 
mentA.  The  Alps,  like  the  Pyrenees,  exempt  the 
Peninsula  which  thoy  ptoteiA  T^Qvn  'i.'fto  wwi^Ucaf- 
tiona  which  beset  the  great  NoTlW^nToiHm.  "^ 
Aaatrian  Government  w  bUU  AiaWTUi'^^**^^*^"^ 
«f  the  diflerent  Weitera  Piotoww  Hw  *^»  ^ 
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IndapendencQ  which  hu  been  accorded  to  Hungary ; 
and  a  trotibleaome  insurrection  on  the  ciiaat  of 
Dainiatia  has  lately  illustiated  the  dilticult;  of 
governuig  a  heterogeneous  Eropire  by  unifntm 
legislation.  The  rude  inhabitants  of  the  country 
wliich  lies  between  the  hills  of  Montenegro  and  tha 
mouths  of  the  Cattjiro  roao  in  arma  lute  in  the 
autumn,  on  the  pretext  or  with  the  purpose  of 
resisting  the  Auetrinn  conscriution.  The  highlandeni 
of  Montcubgro,  numinaJly  subjects  of  the  Poate, 
and  habitual  clients  of  Russia,  afibrd  secret 
countenance  to  the  rebellion  of  their  neighbours, 
and  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  continue  the 
oampai^  during  the  inclement  season,  tiuspiciuna 
of  Kuseiuu  inlriguo  have  of  course  occurred  botli  to 
tJie  Austrian  (invemineiit  and  tu  the  Turkish 
authorities  ;  but,  except  that  it  is  a  port  of  Kusaian 
policy  to  nrouute  disaffection  among  the  Suluvooio 
Bubjocts  of  Austria  and  TiirkeT^  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  the  petty  rebellion  on  the  coast  of 
the  Adriatic  is  due  to  foreign  iiiBtigation.  Russia 
has  given  a  temporary  security  for  peace  in  the 
form  of  ulterior  preparations  for  possible  wu-.  Tha 
Imperial  Qoveruuicnt  Jias  projected  an  elaborate 
■□heme  of  railws.yB  for  military  purposes,  to  connect 
the  Polish  frontier,  the  Crimea,  and  the  Caucusus 
with  the  central  provinces  \  and  as  the  works,  which 
are  deemed  necessary  for  defence,  can  only  be  pro- 
secuted in  timo  of  peace,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
no  a^enaivo  policy  is  at  present  contcm^ated. 
The  niiancial  coniUtion  of  the  Eropire  is  not 
flourishing,  and  material  prospority  has  fur  the  pre- 
sent been  checked  by  thu  emancipation  of  the  serfs, 
but  great  cumnioircial  advantages  are  anticipate*? 
from  the  extension  of  tlie  Baasian  dominion  in  Asia, 
where  the  barbarous  despnta  of  Khi\«  and  Bukhan. 
have  odIj  th»  choice  o£  tubnoMiou  ot  ijiCosu'oai- 
ment 
There  it  reason   to  hope   that  fiis  KB^'J'^'i*''^'" 


feud  between  Aufltria  and  Prussia  has  lost 
its  bitterness.  The  semi-official  joumftls  of  Berlin , 
and  Viennii  bsve,  Indeed,  constantly  exchanged 
irritating  languitge,  and  the  relations  between  tha 
Austro-HuDganan  Chancellor  and  the  PrDBaian, 
MiniiUir  have  been  for  the  most  part  unfriendly  ; , 
but  when  Count  Beu.'<t,  in  a,  speuch  addressed  to  the 
delegates  who  reprasent  the  Eastern  and  Western 
aectjona  of  the  Monarchy,  had  laid  a  eigniScant' 
■tress  cm  the  alliance  with  Franco,  he  afterwards 
found  it  necessary  to  eiplain  that  his  words  implied 
no  hostility  to  Northern  Germany.  No  policy  could' 
be  more  distasteful  to  Hungary  than  a  renewal  of 
the  sincient  struggle  of  Austria  for  snpremaey  in 
Germany,  nor  are  the  German  States  of  the  Emptra 
disposed  to  ally  themselves  with  a  foreign  Pover 
against  those  who  belong  to  their  own|  race  and 
langunge.  The  Empbrok  himself  afterwards  invited 
the  Pnnce  of  Prussia  to  visit  Vienna  on  his  way  to 
Egypt  ;  and  it  is  possible  that  the  exchange  of 
Imperial  and  Royid  conrtesies  may  represent  or 
promote  a  friendly  understanding.  A  uoolneas 
which  has  arisen  between  Prussia  and  RaasiB  may, 
perhaps,  facilitate  a  reconciliation  with  Austria. 
The  old  Russian  par^,  which  is  in  favour  at  St. 
Petersburg,  has  lately  attempted  to  apply  to  the 
German  inhabitnnts  of  the  Baltic  Proi-incea  the 
sarae  Muscovita  propagandism  which  has  for  five  or 
six  years  been  practised  in  Poland.  The  veiatioui 
interference  of  Russian  functionaries  with  the 
religion  and  langua^  of  the  Eupbsok's  Oermsn 
subjects  has  excited  the  same  kind  of  nntional 
sympathy  which  was  formerly  caused  by  the 
vexatious  ^oceedings  of  the  Xlanish  Government  in 
Sfhleswig-Holstein,  It  was  probably  in  conse- 
quenco  ot  the  popular  draaalArfftctioo  that  tha 
Prussian  Government  VateX's  nA^i^a  ^»  t**!^'  J"* 
treaty  of  mutual  exti-adit\on^Vi\cV\i»a.'i!^o7vi«i^ 
the  surrender  of  twUticsi  iu©.\w6»  «V^  "o^^aW-  ««■ 
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ths  Polish  fronder.  As  jii' Pruaaian  aiiTiject  w  ^ 
likely  to  escape  into  RiiBBia,  the  opentiun  of  UtA<>4 
tr«aty  would  have  been  wholly  ona-aided  if  ilB  pro-  f  I 
visions  had  aot  Leeii,iD  deference  to  public  opinion,.^ 
habilually  neglected  by  Priiaaiih  The  formkWI 
termiaation  of  the  agieenient  is  equiv&lent  to  s^f 
notihcatiou  that  North  Gerinany  has  bacome  ik.u 
Power  of  the  firflt  order,  und  tliat  its  Govenimeatij 
disupprorea  per»ecutiuii  in  Eathlitud  trad  Liefland  U-^ 
well  as  in  Fuhuiil.  Tins  chuiige  of  Prussian  policyj 
provoked  from  the  oi^ans  of  tlie  Kuasiaa  Govern.  J 
ment  iuceisaut  overturea  for  that  French  alliancatj 
which  has  HO  often  baen  proposed  and  foretold  Thu.  J 
Bhifting  oombitvatiuns  of  the  gmat  CoDtinent8l;,|l 
Monarchies,  as  they  ure  urangcd  by  specuktiva  tT 
politiciins,  aeldoni  possiiaa  prai.'tical  importuioe,  b 
tho  idicnation  of  Prussia  from  Russia,  if  it  proves 
be  permanout,  ad'ordH  some  aeaurity  fot  the  pe>_. 
of  Euro^.  An  foruigu  complications  h^ve  beconn 
lens  urgent  ParliajiisiiitBry  oppositiou  ia  reviving  i 
the  Pruaaian  House  of  Duputitia,  and  even  iu  th  ^ 
more  Demucrstic  and  sabservient  Piirliument  of  ths^ 
itforth  Geriuan  Confeduration.  Tim  Minlstum  Imvi 
been  roptatedly  outvoted  in  both  Assemblies  ol 
questioDs  of  finuncc  mid  udmiiiiatmtion.  *"' 
frequent  ftbaence  of  the  Piumb  MfflisTEu  in.  i 
qnence  of  illnoaa  has  probably  encouraged  the  Op- J 
position  to  attack  his  lesa  powerful  and  popul  ~ 
colleagues.  ThiTe  is  no  tendency  to  assail  I 
external  policy,  which  hits  lately  conaiatod  in  simpIvS 
inaction.  The  Southern  States  of  Gerxoany  stillS 
retain  their  provisional  independence,  and  time  anil^ 
circumBtanuea  Imve  moditied  the  warlike  intentions 
of  France. 

At  tho  beginning'of  the  y«ar,  although  no  fresh 

cause  of  quariel  had  arisen,  there  wane^»Ql^.'w^^«Kl 

thafa  war  iritk  Prussia  nufAit  ba  tinoxi^*.  «-^  *>«■ 

wme  time  Aeneful  and  emedienl.    Toe  i6at««>^-"^ 

tioaof  the  French  miUtary    Bj-atBTO.  w^-  '^^*'  "^ 
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krtnamont  of  the  troops  had  been  completed  at  ths!| 
very  moment  when  the  Emperor  Napoleon  mighSI 
have  been  especinlly  tempted  to  divert  populal  at^  1 
tention  from  domestic  poHtins.  The  ae&th  oE^I 
Msrahnl  NmL,  who  ma  believed  to  dssirs  with  pro-'f 
fesaional  oagemeBa  an  opportunity  of  tasting  tha|l 
weapon  he  had  forged,  relievwl  the  Emt^kob  froiq'l 
the  dftDgerouB  inflaence  of  hia  most  irarlike  coua-  I 
sellor  ;  and  when  the  elections  were  inunediftt«ly  'I 
impendingagratuitDiiBrupture  with  North  OermaalT  I 
wonld  have  been  condemned  u  a,  tt^nspiireuG  I 
device.  French  enthusiasm  had  been  but  littl*^ 
stirred  by  K  petty  quarrel  with  Belgium,  founded' J 
on  the  refusal  of  the  KiN'D'xnovemmcnttosaoctioa.l 
a  lease  of  a  Belgian  railway  to  a  French  Company,  j 
The  pretext  for  remonstrance  was  too  frivolous  ta>l 
serve  as  an  excttse  for  aerions  aggresaian,  and,] 
through  the  tact  of  Lord  Olibbniion,  the  gooa  I 
offices  of  the  English  Government  were  bo  used  ns.l 
to  enable  the  EMrrjioft  eventiuiUf  to  retire  without  ■ 
loss  of  dignity  from  a  fatso  position.  His  attention  I 
was  BOon  sufficiently  absorbed  by  the  General  Eleo-'  I 
tion.  Tlio  dissolution  of  the  Legislative  Body  an,  I 
the  completion  of  its  term  of  sii  yeaJs  had  beea  1 
generally  anticipated  n9  a  proper  ocaasion  forsom*'! 
fiirther  relaxation  in  the  system  of  personal  govern-'  I 
ment.  When  tho  expiring  Legislatun  was  first  J 
elected  the  meraoiy  of  the  Italian  campaign  was  still  I 
recent,  an  Austrian  EMPSiioit  was  reigning  under 'I 
French  protection  in  Mexico,  and  thc.chronio  r 
antagonism  of  Austria  and  Prussia  apparently  I 
secured  the  perraanont  divisien  of  fJermany.  Tha 
first  interruption  of  the  Esmr.Tioii's  good  fortunf ' 
was  the  compulsory  retreat  from  Mexico,  whiph  I 
necessarily  ensued  on  the  collapse  of  the  Southern  1 
Coufadenoy.  Two  oi  ttnet-jsMfcliUr  the  ^rioa  of'i 
connivanee  at  the  o^erttiTww  cS.  kvw^TW-*^  >:"— 


■Pruaaia,  and  a  aubse<iueia^  vi«>^<w'^*^ 


concert  with  Austria  the  Continental  supremacy  of 
France  was  rendered  abortive  by  the  sudden  eiplo- 
Eion  of  the  Spanish  Revolution.  The  courage  of 
the  opponents  of  the  Emperor  naturally  increased 
as  hiB  political  failures  accumulated,  and  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  adherents  waned  with  the  felicity 
by  which  it  had  been  attmoted.  A  rarliamentary 
(^position  had  been,  for  the  firat  time  since  tha 
eatabliahment  ot  the  EmpiM,  formed  in  th«  Legisla- 
tive Body,and  partial  celaxBtions  in  the  rules  which 
had  almost  procludod  debate  had  enabled  s  Email 
body  of  orators  and  debaters  to  revive  the  suspc-  "  - ' 
practice  of  political  diaaussion.  M.  Jin.es  I 
and  BI.  Emtlg  Olliviek  incessantly  protested 
against  absolute  Government  ;  and  M.  Tbibbs 
proved  that  time  had  not  impaired  his  nnequ 
powers  of  vigorous  and  liyely  criticism.  Tc 
ciliate  Liberal  opinion,  or,  as  his  enemies  a.^erted, 
in  tha  hope  ot  alarming  the  middle  classes  by  the 
spectacle  of  violence  and  excess,  the  Empeiior  pre- 
|!Bred  for  the  elections  by  allonring  free  diKCUSsion 
m  the  Press,  and  by  removing  the  misting  restric- 
tions on  the  ri^ht  of  public  meeting.  The  expecta- 
tion that  both  conoessiona  would  be  abused  was 
fnUy  jiiBtified,  At  the  meetings  which  were  now  for 
the  first  time  permitted  rabid  demagogues  declaimed 
not  only  against  the  Government,  but  against 
religion,  property,  and  marriage.  The  wildest 
doc.n'incs  were  most  acceptable  to  tha  mass  of  the 
population  of  Paris  ;  and  ihs  respectable  classes 
began  to  suspect  that  the  Empire  was  not  even  a 
security  ag.imat  anarchy.  Tha  language  of  tho 
Jlitiiatera  and  of  official  journalists  left  it  doubtful 
whether  the  toleration  of  unbounded  licence  implied 
conversion  to  tho  doctrines  ot  libertY-  O^  's'^.J 
ocoaaion  M.  RoDHEB  BtrBiiaoUB\^''.te^u6!ia!*4-t  *" 
tabalf  of  kimselt  aiad  his  coUeagaea,  «k3  v^***™  -« 

i'^'md.  merely  ^a  faithlal  BBtvaifcaoi'Oii'*^^^^* 
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anil   the  passive   inBtrumenta   of   hia  will.     At  tha  ,* 
general   election  which  waa  held   in  May  the  wholS' ,  I 
influence   of  the   Goveniment   was,  in   accordance,] 
with  establialied  ^ecedent,  employed  in  supitort  of   1 
the  oiHciid   candidates.     Tha   Ministers  of  foioiec    I 
dynasties,  and   of   the  Kepublio  of  1846,  had  been  ,  ] 
equally  Active  in  thair  interference,  and   during  tha    i 
orlier  part  of  the  Second  Empire  the  great  majority 
of  members  of  the  Legislative  Body  lutd  been  openl^ 
nmninsted  by  the  Government.     Di   the  election  of   ' 
ISC'J  the   exertions  of   the   Prefects   and    Mayors 
resulted     in    the     attainment    of    a     considerabla 
majority  ;  but  the  great  cities,  wherever  their  votea 
had  not  been  neutraliud   by  the  arbitrary  ammx^ 
tion  of  rural  districts,  chose  represontatives  hostile 
either  to  the  existing  aystein  oE  mlministratioii  or  to 
the   Empire  itself.     I^ie  Orleanists  and  the   sup- 
porters   of   Ltmitud  Monarchy  were   almost  every< 
where  defeated,  and  among  the  membent  for  Paris 
M.   Thikuh    skine  represented   the   Constitutional 
party.     M.  Raspau.,  an  aged  and  almost  forgotleu 
.Tacobin  oE  1^43,  was   returned   by  a  large  constt- 
tiiunoy  ;  and  at   a  aiihaeqiient    election  to  siijiply 
vacancies   aj-lsinfi  fi'itin  doubl«  returns,  M,  B*ji,hb- 
FORT   was  rewardeil   for   a  succession   of   virulent 
attacks  on  the  person  of  the  Emi'ekob  by  the  choice 
of   one   of   the   electoral   districts   of    Paris.     The 
excitement  caused  by  the  elections  was  followed  by 
riots   ip   the   capital,  extending  over   three  or  four 
days  ;  but  the  disturbancea  were  repressed,  without 
the  employment  of  en  armed  force,  by  the  ordinary 
police.     On  the  meeting  of  the  LegiJative  Body  in 
July,  the  Opposition,  numbering  120  members,  pre- 
pared an  interpellation   or   motion  directed  against 
tbe  maintenance   nf  personal  Government  ;  and  on 
tAe    eve    oi   the    expecWd    AeWte    M.    Bouhek 
announced,  on  the  pait  ot  foe  YMsisa^.,  ^itrosBx- 
eioni  which  were  beli»veA  to  em\wi-a*i«-si|^<B-^ 
elemeata    of    &    ConatitMUom\    B^iSftta. 
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aanouTiced  that  the  Senate  would  be  convoked  ta  J 
consider  and  pasa  the  principal  measures  which  the  I 
OppoBition  had  been  prepared  to  demand.  The  | 
liudget  w»B  to  be  voted  in  separate  chapters,  bo  that  I 
the  Legislative  Bodj  would  be  enabled  to  control  1 
the  revemie  and  expenditure  ;  the  right  of  initiat-  ] 
ing  Bills,  hitherto  reaarred  to  the  Government,  i 
to  be  granted  to  independent  members ;  t 
Ministerial   functions  were  no   longer  to  be  inct 

Sitible  with  the  tenure  of  a  seat  in  the  Legislaturs. 
he  leaders  of  the  Ch)poBition,  although   the  collec- 
tive responsibility  of^  the  Cabinet  ffaa  not  included 
ill  the  proposed  change  of  the  Constitution  .accepted 
the  Esipekor's  otfer  as  a  satistaoto^  answer  to  the 
proposed   interpellation,  and  the   Legislative  Body   J 
was  iramediatBly   prorognod  to   allow  time   for  the   I 
formal  application   to    the    Senate.    M.  Rodhes,  I 
M.  Bahochb,  M,  i>b  Lavalbtte,  and  M.  DuRtn  I 
resigned  their  places  in  the  Cabinet  ;  but  it  was  rs-   I 
marked   that   M,   DE  FonciBB  ti  EoorBrra,  who   1 
had,  as  Miniator  of  the  Interior,  managed  the  eleo-  ] 
tions,  held  the  same  post  in  a  new  Ministry,  of  I 
which  the  Prince  of  La  TonK  d'Auvbrgne  was  the  I 
nominal  head.     The   obedient   Senate  unwillingly   ] 
passed  the  necessary  Resolutions  ;  but  thi;  artupcion   ] 
or  announcement  of  a  definite  policy  wm  necessarily  J 
postponed  in  consei^uence  of  the  serioua  illness  of   j 
the    Ehfekor    dunng    the    months    of    July  and 
August.     At  the  same  time  the  revolutionary  party 
abused   by    oxtravt^nt    violence    and    loathjome    . 
scurrility  the  unbounded  licence  of  publio»tion  end 
debate  which  had  been  substituted  for  the  exces- 
aive  restrictions  of  the  post.     The  details  oE  the 
Emfbkor's     alleged     infirmities    were    habitually 
exposed    t"  the    ridicule   of  the   tahblft  bj  tevoa^ 
gognes  who  gloeted  over  every  gennivie  or  ^'rioK^J!i«^  ■ 
Bfniptom  of  danger  and  decay.     WVAoft^e'^*?^ 
tabi„  classes  were    disgusted   and  &\«ravei  ^"3  ^ 
mmleace  of  the    prophets    ot   -o.T>».iiiV5 ,  ^^^^-i  ""^^ 
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alio  forced  to  reflect  on  the  precarioiu  eoaditioi 
a  natiun  whicli  depends  far  iti  aecuritj  ou  the  lifft  ■ 
and  Umdtli  of  an  absolute  ruler.  Partly  by  iU  own  J 
faults  and  through  the  operation  of  inevitable  I 
causea,  it  is  c<irt4tiii  that  the  Empire  is aliaken  to  its! 
foupdation.  Neither  the  Emi-ehor  nor  the  moatl 
ijiW!ki.-iuua  of  French  politicians  can  knuw  whether  it  ■ 
nill  be  possible  for  him  to  tranaform  liimself  from  ft 
Dictator  into  a  Constituttoual  Monarch.  After  Ic^WS 
hesitation  tlie  experiment  is  about  to  he  tried,  wit£9 
the  ud  of  a  Ministiy  in  which  M.  Euilb  Oujvie^  fl 
the  consistent  advocate  of  constitutional  libertjl^.l 
nil]  preside  tiver  a  Cabinet  of  his  own  wleotion^fl 
■■aBtcad   of  ahiLring  pawcr,  lilia  kia  predecessors  utfl 


nientsfy  aystent,  and  it  will  be  wdt  if  the  Hucoess  of 
the  experiment  is  faeilttatod  by  tlie  organization  of 
a  modorato  niaiority,  Hia  more  temiioratc  Bfl- 
publicuiiK,  iiiduoing  some  members  wlio  hud  been 
Buppused  to  favour  a  violent  revolution,  havB 
eparated  themselves  from  the  fanaticism  of  M, 
AasI'AIL  and  from  the  revolutiouury  levity  of  Tli. 
RouHZFoiti  ;  but  for  the  present  M.  OhisvmB. 
depends  on  the  support  of  a  party  which  is  os^oiaiif 
devoted  to  the  Euperoh.  If  Oonstituti'inal  Govern- 
ment in  Franco  ifl  intrinsically  compatible  with  the 
maiutenatice  of  tlie  luiperid  dynasty  aud  with  uni* 
Tersal  sullrase,  it  is  possible  that  tlie  edifice  af  1B52 
may  finally  be  crowned  by  freedom. 

The  Spanish  Bevolution  of  ISOS  has,  aft«T  fifteen 
moutlia  of  provisional  guvomment,  arrived  at  no 
definite  conclusion.  At  the  beginning  of  the  jeai 
Republican  disturbanees  at  Mal^a,  in  the  provin  ~ 
of  Codi^  and  in  some  other  parts  oE  the  so.ath 
Spain,  were  vigorousiy  xu^'^osaed  by  de&eiil' 
Casallero  be  Bodas,  vnviat  *i,W  «iW»  A  "fi" 
Jtfj'nister  of  War.  TUo  genewi  .^'^^^^^^ 
held  soon   afterwaids  toB\Atei  \o.  *  -  i^"  i™. 
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large  majority  copipoBed  of  thu  two  p»rties  Which 
Buppoi-t  the  principle  of  Uouarchy  ;  and  the.Ooitiia 
reappuLQtad  the  principal  members  of  the  ooalition 
-whicb  had  dethroned  the  Qu  GEN.  The  tlnionista 
were  represented  in  the  Government  by  Sksraso, 
who  afterwirda  received  the  title  of  Regent,  and  by 
Admiral  Topetf.  as  Minister  of  Marine.  Marshal 
Feim,  as  leader  of  the  Progressist  poi'ty,  held  the 
command  of  thu  arm;  snd  the  administration  of  the 
'War  Office,  and  oa  Prime  Minister  he  became  the 
acting  head  of  the  Government,  Having  provided 
for  the  immediate  conduct  of  public  a^irs,  the 
Cortes  proceeded  to  busy  themaelvus  with  the  idle 
task  of  adding  another  Constitution  to  the  maof 
pcojectB  which  repose  in  the  archives  of  Spain. 
Every  security  for  liberty  and  for  democratic  go- 
vernment which  could  be  devised  was  elaborately 
provided,  and  it  was  determined  that  tlie  form  of 
Monarchy  should  be  retained  ;  but  the  more  diffi- 
cult and  important  toslc  of  electing  u  King  was  post- 
poned in  deference  to  the  division  of  opinion 
which  existed  in  the  Ministry.  Wliile  Serrano 
and  ToPKTB  retained  their  original  preference  of 
the  Duku  of  MoNTPBK&iGU,  Pkim  steadily  oppoacd 
aiiy  caodidate  belonging  to  the  House  of  Bouubon. 
The  negotiutioiis  for  the  immediate  or  ultimate  union 
of  the  whole  Peninsula  under  ii  single  Crown  by  the 
election  of  the  King  of  Poktuual,  or  of  hts  father, 
Dom  FEKNiNWi,  failed  to  produoe  any  practical 
result.  The  einoerity  of  the  Spimish  proposats  was, 
perliaps,  doubtful,  itnd  it  is  probiible  that  the 
Portuguese  nation  was  averse  from  the  surrender 
of  its  scparalo  existence.  The  tiovernment  of 
Lisbon  was  not  exempt  from  political  troubles  of  its 
own,  for  the  mod  Duke  of  Salhakha,  supvutWkNs^ 
gonie  of  the  principal  oQicero  oi  IW  »xm,'j,\va& 
reoliutid  to  tluvataa  ui  unpopul&t  '&tma^'<^  ■«i.'i>n.' 
ai/jury  rovolt.  Prince  AUADKua,  aftconi  ao^  ' 
*4e.  mag  of  Italy,  declined   overtoroa  Vj  -wsWo^ 
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candidate  for  tho  throD^  of  Spain  ;  and  it  Gaallv'i 
hppeared  that  MBrshal  Pbim  Jiad  snlocted  1"  " 
Kwg's  nephew,  the  yoona  Duke  otGESO*,  w._ 
would  for  severtil  years  necetsarilT  reign  onlj  nndec 
the  tutelage  of  soiae   Spanish  soldier  en     '   ' 

The   inability   of    the   MinisterB    to  afl___ 

plioice   of  a   Kiog   furnished  the  Repiiblican  partj  ■ 
mth    a     forcible     argument    and    aii    uueipectea!'! 
iippurtuiiity.  One  of  thoir  loaders,  Senor  U&sTELARf  I 
hag  proved   hiinaelf   tlio    groalest    orator  in  th|<l 
UortuB;  and  out  of  dnora  their  csaeo  wm  aupportes^ 
by  the  mass  of  the   pviiple  in  the  great  tonna,  nnf 
hy  the  more  ttirbuleut   classes  in  nit  parts  of  Spain. 
After  the  ^.djoumment  of  the  Cortes  in  the  middle 
of    the    G'.fliiner    the    country   was    disturbed    by 
(-•onstant  agitation,  and  a  fev  Csrlist  leaders  at- 
teaipted  in    the    Northern    prorincea    a  hopelesi 
iusuirectiou,  which  was  repressed  with   unflinchinf 
severity.    In  the  end  of  Sopteinber  the  Republicam 
eomrnonced  a   more  formidable  movement  by  th< 
murder    of   the   acting    Governor    of   Tarragona,  J 
Beveral  members  of  tlie  Cortes  touk  the  lead  of  thd  ■ 
rebellion,  and  the  troops  met  with  serious  rcsisti  I 
snce  at  Barcelona  mid  Valencia  ;  but  if  there  was  m  n 
general   Republican  conspirauy,  the  plot  must  have 
eiphided  prcniaturelj',  for   Cadiz   and    Seville  and 
the  disaffected  districts  of  Andalusia  made  no  at- 
tempt  to   efl'ect    a   diversion   in    favour    of   the 
insurgents  in   the  east,  and  the  army,  as  on  tuaoy 
former   occasions,  soon  decided   the  contest.     Tho 
Constitutional  guarantees  enaeted  six  months  before 
vera  nnliesitatingly  suspended,  and  when  the  Cortes 
reassenihled  in  Sovembor  the  state  of  siege  was 
established    throughout    the    kingdom.       Marshd 
Pbui  has  since  employed   himself  in  unsuccessfully 
promoting   the   selection   of  tho  Duke  of  Gknoa  ; 
end  Admirnl  Topbte,  iiitti  other  members  rif  tha 
7rnionjrt  party.  Las  retired  faonv  <eiv*  ftiNwnsniCTA, 
JMaraliaiaERR*Noret8Mi8fVw"RftS.ei.ti.   'nift\ia.« 
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fection  in  Cuba  has  not  yet  beea  TeprcESDd,  but  tha  I 
rebel  leaders  havo  never  suctfeeded  in  holding  ths  I 
field  against  tbs  Spanish  troops.  A  tender  tit  tba  I 
good  offices  of  the  American  Govemnieut  nas  re'  f 
teived  in  Spain  with  ^noral  indignation  ;  and  ifc  i 
(oeniB  probable  that  Gcnoml  OiBJu-LEHi)  db  Boham,  \ 
who  has  succeeded  General  DrwB  as  Comnmndar-  ■ 
in-Chief,  will  rooh  restore  ti'imquillity  to  ths  isliindr 

The  programs  or  change  of  ogiinion,  botli  in  8paiQ  i 
and  throughout   Latin  Christendom,  is  remarkably)  I 
iUuBtrated  by  tlie  indifferenca  of  all  Catholiu  Go>  1 
vemmenta  to  the  auemblaKe  of  a  General  Cuunoil  1 
of   the   Bomith  Church.     Under  the  inHnence   at  J 
piouB   enthuBiasm    and    charauturuitic    vanity,  and  I 
encoiu^Ked   by  the  auueeaa  of  previone  measuroi  i ' 
innovation,  Pidh  IX.  resolved  a  year  ago  to  emw 
hia  long  and  eveatful   Pontihcate   by  the  formal  a, 
Eiunption,  under    the    sanction    of    the    coUautivft  I 
Episcopate,  of  semi-divine   atttihutcs,  whiuh    hav«.  1 
hitherto  only  been  conferred  on  the  Holy  Seu  in  J 
vagne  ecclesiastical  rhetoric  or   by  unauVhorived  1 
popular  belief.     With   an   inlluence  over  the  coiDn  ■ 
munity  of  prioats  and  devotees  growing  in  proportioit  I 
to  the  relaxation  of  its  hold  on  tha  outer  world,  th*  I 
Papal  Power  had  already  eofhced  to  add  a  new'   ' 
mystery  to  the   Catholic   creed,  and  to  promulgate, 
without  provokinLi   open   resistance,  a  detailed  and 
elaborate  contradiction  of  all  the  truths  which  have   ' 
been  added  to  the  sum  of  political  knowledge  by   I 
modern  etndy  and  experieuco.     ft  only  remained  ta  1 
obtain   from  a  Council   which  would,  according   to-  I 
old  tradition,  bo  itEcIf  infallible,  the  sanction  of  tha  t 
personal  infallibility  of  tbe  Pope,  and,  consequentlyi  J 
the  ret^oepecti^■e  cwnCrmation  of  the  validit(f  of  lii*  I 
previoua   decrees.      After   loTig   preparation,    tha  j 
Bummoni  to  Rome  was  obeyed  b^  Vtw  '^BXmgE'^aw 
and  j>Kd»tM  of  the  Roman  C»t1io^Q  -woiXi,  ■«'V<j,  '?'l^l 
the  8th  ol  DooMahev,  met  in  St.  VeWa-'rtOtv*^'*** 
•"lema     oaramoniM     of    ttift     roBfiMR^^^   ^^*^^ 
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Nothing  was  w&nting  to  the  Bpleodoiir  of  ths 
occojion  eicept  the  coneurrenco  or  interference  of 
thfl  QoverDments  which  represent  the  entire  Catholic 
community,  excepting  prienta  ftnd  Bishops.  France, 
Spain  and  Portugal,  Italy  and  Austria,  Belgium 
and  Bavaria,  stood  aloof,  after  tacit  or  express  noti- 
Kcationi  that  no  decree  of  the  Council  would  affect 
the  ciril  relations  of  the  State.  Half-a-dozan 
dethroned  PrincM  represented  by  their  attendance 
the  evil  fortune  which  has  of  late  seemed  in  separabla 
from  political  connexion  with  the  Holy  Soo.  Buring 
tile  reign  of  the  present  Pope,  Italy,  Austria,  and 
Spain  have  fallen  tmay^  from  his  allegiance,  and  not 
a  ainele  Gorernment  in  any  part  of  the  world  noir 
acknowledges  his  preteimiuns  to  temporal  power 
bi^yond  the  limits  of  his  own  doniiuiona.  The'' 
dream  of  omnipotence  into  which  he  haa  been  lullef 
by  the  ndnhLtiou.  of  priests  and  zealots  hu  at  Lut 
itself  been  rudely  disturbed  by  opposition  within 
the  ranks  of  the  clergy.  The  oDleat  fiishops  of 
Franee,  the  most  learned  Catholic  theologians  of 
Giermany,  have  denounced  as  illtimed  and  mischiov- 
oua  the  projeo*-  of  unsettling  belief  under  pretence 
of  developing  it.  It  tnntters  liltle  to  the  Catholio 
Inity,  and  niA  at  all  to  the  Proteatant  community, 
whether  PiVK  IX,  may  be  deterred  from  causing  bis 
majority  to  add  an  ostensible  conseciation  to  his  in- 
opportune pretensions  ;  but  his  rashneai  in  convok- 
ing the  ConDoil  may,  perhaps,  by  the  diviriona 
»hichitwill  cause  in  the  Church,  indirectly  pro- 
duce important  political  results. 

To  Englishmen  primarily  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  their  own  country  the  passing  year  haa 
afforded  little  satisfaction.  Although  more  than 
three  vears  have  now  elapsed  since  the  great  com- 
mercial and  financial  shock  of  1866,  there  has  been 
no  healthy_  revival  of  trade.  The  cotton  mills  are 
etill  suffering  under  an  insufficient  and  dear  supply 
o/  raw  material  ud  ft  A«in«3x&  'wUah.  ii  stagnant  I 
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undetr  the  influenoa  of  high  prices.    All  cka 
manuf&ctureTB  complain  of  the  impedimentB  which 
are  offered  to  production  bj  the   vexatiuus  regula- 
tions of  Trades'  Unions  ;  and,   on  tho   other   hand,,  ' 
the  representativea  of  the  mechnnics  either  deny  I 
that   their  organization  is  driving   trade  to  foreign  I 
countries   or  anticipate   in  a  cosmopolitan   alUano^  J 

among  the  workmen  of  all   couutries  the   m 

finally  reducing  employers  and  consumers  1 
mon  dependence.  In  some  of  the  northern  an43 
midland  towns  obscure  local  politicians  have  takeaS 
sdvantaijo  of  tho  dulness  of  trade  to  commence  k  I 
feeble  agitation  tor  the  re-establishment  of  Proteo-'l 
tion  under  colour  of  a.  demand  for  B«ciprocity.. J 
The  approach  of  the  time  at  which  either  part;  | 
may  ^ve  notice  to  terminate  the  French  Coni'J 
merci^  Trcaby  furnishes  a  pretext  for  the  demandT 
that  English  duties  shaJl  he  raised  unless  Frenoli;! 
duties  are  lowered.  Aa  the  manufactures  whiott  1 
are  injured  in  the  homo  market  by  Frcmah  com-.  I 
petition  would,  even  in  the  absence  of  duties,  be'^  I 
iinderan!d  in  France,  it  is  obvious  that  thenJlegedil 
grievance  could  only  bo  rodressed  by  an  inorease  ll,| 
Sngliah  taxation.  Tho  groat  producers  of  cotton  I 
and  hardware  ask  for  no  protective  duties  ;  nor  is  '1 
the  maintenance  of  the  Treaty  endangered  except'  | 
by  the  political  opposition  which  has  lately  arisen' I 
in  France  against  all  measures  which  liavo  beejt'l 
carried  by  the  exercise  of  tho  Imperial  prerogative.  I 
The  risk  of  an  economic  reaction  atTords  a  strong,  J 
argument  in  support  of  the  objections  whioh  w 
urged  in  ISHO  against  the  principle  of  Commercii 
Treaties,  One  canse  of  the  continued  commeroial'l 
depression  is  to  be  found  in  the  discredit  whioh'  1 
has  attaahod  to  joint-stock  enterprise  since  tha  I 
discovery  that  liability  on  shares  of  which  only  a' ■ 
small  part  was  called  up  might  be  practically  un- 
limited. The  ruinous  litigation  i*.  X.V.a-^twHw.'A. 
windii^  up  OompaniBS  aSo  ft-xetcwK*  ^.a-iaXKcwso^ 


ufieot ;  and  a  Berics  of  cmniiud  proBecntions  of 
Directors  for  alleged  misrepresentatioii  has  neces- 
Biirily  caaaed  men  of  commarcial  experience  and  re> 
putivtiou  to  docltDe  a  thaokloas  and  bazardoua  oflioe. 
The  recent  acqnittol  of  the  Direotora  of  tlie  Limitod 
Company  of  Ovbrend  and  Guhsey  on  an  indict- 
ment tor  alleged  conspiracy  and  miErepreaentotion 
wJll  probably  djecourage  Uie  repetition  of  Bimilar 
proceedings,  except  in  case  of  definite  fraud.  X 
legal  or  judicial  experiment  on  an  entirely  difieitnt 
Btibject  matter  fans  not  produced  satisfactory  reaulte. 
The  Judges  who,  under  the  Act  of  1868,  were  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  disputed  eleotiona  discba^ed 
their  dutiea  nith  tlie  integrity  and  ability  which 
ibey  were  expected  to  dtspUy  ;  but  in  tbeii 
necesBBty  adherence  to  lixed  rules  the;  confirmed 
Boma  doubtTnl  elections,  and  thej  unseated  Boma 
mambers  who  had  conducted  their  contests  with 
Eubdtuntial  horeaty.  Triliunals  of  a  more  elastic 
quality  have  a  wider  power  of  modifying  precedents 
in  reference  to  the  gencrnl  merits  of  the  particular 
Crtsa  Hie  diflbronco  between  Judicial  and  inquisi- 
torial fnncLioOH  wjva  illuatrated  by  striking  ex- 
posiaes  of  scondnlouB  cotTuptton  by  Oooimiasioneis 
appointed  to  inijnire  into  the  election  practices  of 
various  borougba.  The  inevitable  diBfranchisement 
of  Beverley  and  Rridgwater  will  probably  not  be 
the  £olo  lOBult  of  the  Keports  of  the  CommiGaionerB, 
There  haa  beon  no  disturbance  of  public  order  in 
England  or  Scotland  ;  but  the  social  condition  of 
iroL'tnil  diu'ing  the  latter  part  of  the  year  hna  been 

Kinfnl  and  alarming.  Only  ean^iine  politioianB 
ped  that  the  abolition  of  the  Irish  Estnblishnient 
■HOU-'d  summarily  put  aa  end  to  Irish  diacontent. 
Tlie  perforiiiunce  of  a  great  act  of  juatics,  and  the 
reiaora]  of  a  perpetual  impediment  to  the  concilia. 
tJon  ai  the  Iriali  people,  taojafiA.  wi  W-nuiaiata 
rewsLrd  to  jiifitify  the  poUcj  ol  GovbvikqkoS.  ooft.  ^ 
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auerted  that  no  ceturo  of  gratitude  could  bJiV 
expected  from  the  Iriali  people  have  bseit  in  tbA 
first  instance  verified.  The  new  organization  of  tlia 
disendowed  Church  has  met  with  serious  obgtaeles, 
and  the  more  violent  seotion  of  Irish  ProtestantB  is 
in  B.  state  of  extreme  irritation.  The  increase  of 
Bgroriui  lawlesaneaa  and  of  open  disaffection  seems 
a.  graver  canae  of  diGoppointment ;  jet  prudent 
■tawamen  nmnt  have  foreseen  that  the  teachers  of 
sedition  would  Attribute  to  fear,  and  accept  as  an 
instalment  of  conoession,  one  of  the  most  deli- 
beratfily  conaciantious  measures  whicli  have  over 
beeu  adopted  by  a  Lcgialuture  and  a  nation.  The 
promise  of  an  Irish  Land  Bill  to  be  introduced  in 
the  nest  Bession  naturally  csciCiid  the  liopen  of  the 
tenant  farmers,  nor  was  it  surprising  that  their 
demands  soon  exceeded  all  limits  of  reason  and 
justice.  liiy  and  clerical  dentagogiies  stimul^t^d 
the  agitation  with  vigour  and  vScat,  and  liostility 
to  landlords  in  maiiy  places  exhibited  itself  in  the 
form  of  agrarian  murder.  The  contftgion  of  seditions 
violence  rapidly  estendeci  beyond  any  question  of 
the  tenure  of  htnd.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year 
the  Government  had  somewhat  hastily  released 
aome  of  the  Fenian  convicts,  including  ono  or  tivo 
persoiui  who  might  have  caused  trouble  by  their 
tdaim  of  American  citizenship.  The  principal 
o^ndett,  before  their  dejiarture  to  the  Vnttei^ 
States  took  an  opportunity  of  prodisiming  '"' 
insolent  language  their  continued  lioBtillty  tn  t| 
English  Oovemmont,  and  on  the  same  ncoanion  u 

assassinatioa  of  a  meniber  of  the  Eoyal  Family,  wl_ 

liappened  t«  be  travelling  in  Ireland,  was  publicly 
SagEjested   to  a  sympathetic  audience.     After  tlie 
close  of  the   Session  a  formdl  (ij^lAil.W\.-««i  cs«>-.- 
menoed  for  the  rcleaso  of  the  ■KjfOMn\.ft^'\nrffl««ie.t», 
and  the  pPonioters  of  the    movCTtviiiA,  a'v.^*«    Wi^o 
mannor  oflrkh  rebels,  took  anrv.  x.t  '\elu«"\-  ^'^-'^'"^  ""Ti- 
pivf^ed  object  by  nxptewdnsttw  loo'^'^'"*-  «3"«^'«'- 
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with  the  Crimea  of  wlvich  the  priaoaera  had  been 
cuiivicled.     Even  if  the  Government  Lad  wished  to 
ly  with  the  demand,  public  opinion  in  England    i 
1  huve  been  sufficiently  unoniiaous   to  render 
Bsion     impossible.       Air.     Gladstoke,    in    a    | 
etudiously  conciliatory  letter,  unnaunced  that    the 
convicts  would  not  at  present  be  released,  and  from 
that  time  the  Fenian  leaders  and  their  organs  in  the 
treasonable  Press   have  openly  advocated  rebellion, 
Ou  more   than  one   occasion   the   pretended  sup- 
porters of  amnesty  have  dispersed   meetings  held  to 
promote,  under  the   name   of  fixity  of  tenure,  the 
contiatatiuD    of    the    land.     A    fear    of    sommsr^ 
measui'its   of  repression  and   the  despatch  of  addi- 
tional regimenta  to  Ireland  have  lately  caused  a  lull 
in  the  tempest  of  sedition  ;  but  there  is  no  hope  of 
improvement  in  the   condition   of    Ireland  except 
tlirough  the  (fradual  operation  of  remedial  measures. 
Agitators  who  misconstrue  Che  motives  of  bendiceDt      , 
lejfislation  will  ultimntely  find  that,  when   the  con-     J 
Bcieuce  of  England  is  fnlly  aatisliod,  proposals  tend-     I 
ing  to  the  dismembcnuent  of  the  Empire  will  bs    I 
met  by  a  uaanimouB  and  irrevocable  refusal.  | 

Tlie  I'elations  of  the  Imperial  Oovemmenb  to  the 
Ciiionies  bear  an  entirely  different  character.  The 
pulley  of  dec«ntruli/attUTi,  while  it  hm  etfectuilly 
removed  former  ({rounda  of  compl^nt  agaiust  the 
Culojjial  Olhce,hai  in  one  or  two  instances  ptoduoed 
a  i^iirlisl  reaction  against  tiie  burdens  and  responsi- 
bilitioB  of  independence.  'I'ho  Corerniuenl  ul  New 
2ualiLud,  which  u  few  years  ago  in&iated  on  the 
reiiitll  of  the  English  troops,  has  lately  eadeavoiired 
in  vain  to  prooure  the  rovcraal  of  a  decision  in 
aecordance  witli  its  lormor  rnqiiBst.  In  con-iequence 
of  tho  unfavourable  proKi^gs  of  tlio  ohronic  war 
with  the  Maovies  of  the  Northern  Island,  the 
LvgisUtaee  applied  to  the  Home  Government  for  a  J 
miliary  force,  to  be  iM,vii\.»ti«i-»H.tiMi  «Bienifl  of  | 
lie   Colony.    The  ttttt  ui 'S.'.-*  'Un-W-ii.  ti(.'CE»J 


in  England,  but  the  final  \dthdrawaJ  of  tbe 
garrison  has  naturally  given  rise  to  a  contrDveray 
on  the  principl!:H  of  colonial  admtniGtration.  The 
change  which  has  occurred  in  the  relationH  of  the 
Imperial  Grovemment  to  distant  dependencies  ia 
still  imperfectly   understood.      Communities,    lil<e 

Srivate  men,  are  slower  in  acknowledging  their 
uties  than  in  appreciating  their  rights,  and  some 
time  may  elapsebetore  the  Colonies  fully  understand 
that  their  exclusive  control  over  their  own  affiiira 
involves  a  correspoDdinE  ohligation  to  provide  foi 
intemal  self-defence.  Againatcivilized enemies  the 
English  Government  is  bound  to  protect  them  aa 
long  as  it  retains  the  management  of  foreign  policy. 
The  retnaioing  band  of  union  may,  perhaps,  be 
found  too  elastic  for  practical  nse,  but  a  closer  tis 
of  command  and  obedience  would  iaevitahiy  have 
burst  it  asunder.  The  warning  furnished  ny  th» 
bitter  hostility  of  the  revolted  Colonies  of  North 
America  to  the  Jlother  Country  has,  happily,  not 
been  neglected  by  English  statesmen. 

Only  two  persons  of  political  eminence  have  died 
during  the  year,  for  an  American  ex-President  on 
the  completion  of  his  term  of  office  retires  not  only 
into  private  life  but  into  obscurity  and  oblivion, 
liMtARTiSK  stil!  retAiua  his  reputation  as  a  poei 
among  his  countrymen,  who  are  the  only  competent 
judges  of  their  own  literature.  In  his  brilliant 
prose  writings  he  confused  history  with  romance  ; 
and  during  his  three  months'  career  as  a  scatcsman 
his  eloquence  and  showy  personal  qualities  were 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  weakness  of 
ohiiraoter  which  speedily  precipitated  him  from 
power.  He  might,  by  supporting  the  Regency  of 
the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  have  averted  a  Revolution 
which  he  scarcely  approved  ;  and»fterwardB,itl\6WA. 
jiiatilSod  the  confidence  of  l\\e  ^bbXj  dtnvfcer^'^^''"* 
majority  of  frenchmen,  ha  mi^t,  -^iba.-^,  Vn*** 


aavad  the  Republia,  When  he  weakly  tampond 
with  JacobiniBm,  the  popularity  which  ha  oourtad 
buret  like  a  bubbla  ;  and  within  a  few  weeks  from 
tho  aulmication  of  hia  apparent  ereatneu  he  v 
tiDall^  thrust  aside  aud  forgotten.  The  career  of  an 
ED^hsh  Etatcaman  is  not  eicpaaedto  sudden  reveraea 
of  fortune.  Lord  Derby  rose  to  eminence  aearly 
forty  years  ago,  and  he  died,  soon  after  his  formal 
resignation  of  power,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  his 
fame.  He  was  on  the  eve  of  becommg  the  leader 
of  the  Liberal  party  when  he  deserted  its  ranks  to 
become,  after  an  interval,  the  leader  of  the  Con- 
Bervativea.  In  the  earlier  period,  while  he  was  a 
colleague  of  Lord  Grey,  hia  name  was  associated 
with  considerable  achievemcnta  in  lecialation.  Ha 
carried  the  emancipatioa  of  tlie  West  Indian  slaves; 
lie  osfablishod  nntioual  education  in  Ireland  ;  and 
b^  the  abolition  or  amalgamation  of  several 
bishoprics,  he  dealt  ttis  first  blow  to  the  Irish 
Cljuroh.  In  tlie  more  conguniul  character  of  a  Con- 
servative lender,  though  he  was  three  times  Prima 
Minister,  he  devoted  his  efiVirts  chiefly  to 
obstruution  of  change  ;  but  under  the  impulse  of  % 
will  moio  resolute  than  hia  own  he  became  the 
instrument  of  the  ^eatest  triumph  which  Demo- 
cracy has  yet  attamed  in  Eagland.  He  was  & 
graceful  and  impetuous  orator  ;  his  ereat  position, 
hia  manly  bearing,  and  his  playful  humour  made 
him  one  of  the  first  of  Parliamentary  leaders  ;  bnt 
ho  never  rose  to  the  rank  of  a  statesmaD.  Hia 
death,  in  tho  fulnoss  of  yeaiB,while  his  powers  wera 
still  unimpaired,  caiuiot  be  considered  inopportune. 
T!io  political  period  to  which  his  ttuitcs  and  facultiea 
were  best  adapted  had  euded  with  the  passing  of  hia 
Itefana  BiU.  He  was,  petfe^,  tho  last  of  the  long 
series  of  Ministeia  w\io  tase  te^iesaY&sA.  "flaa 
qualitka  SQ(1  defects  ot  tte  'Eiftslaa'fi. M;\aWOT«ri. 
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The  EMtonialiiiiK  events  oF  the  second  baXf  of  ISf 
'  I  reduced  previous  and  conteniporaTy  tranui 
1  to  t«b1  or  Bpi^rBiit  inBlgnificanoc.  In  Kuglati 
hpectatoL's  of  the  great  Contiuentrd  drama  hal . 
''most  forgotten  for  the  monieDt  their  own  domestfj 
'-in.  At  publio  meetingB,  BB  in  private  Bociebv 
ikers  have,  with  the  approval  of  the  audien«( 
uhitUBllj  depiirted  from  the  avowed  purpose  of  tl 
Iwembl^e  to  the  absorbing  topic  of  the  war  ;  al 
MibliBheTs  have  ahnost  suspended  literary  enterpria 
So»usa  neither  fiotion  nor  f oncer  history  is  capabfij 
!  competing  with  tho  thriUing  narratives  wiii 
n  day  to  day  GKcite  and  surposa  ex|)ectation. 
I  easy  to  foresee  that  a  gi'oat  European  VI 
laid  involve  neutral  States  in  dii'eut  and  indirAi 
eompllcutionii  ;  but  during  the  early  port  of  t 
war  the  general  interest  in  tlie  fortunes  of  (M 
oampaign  was  in  a  gieat  measure  disintsrested.  T 
is  true  that  induBtriol  and  commeroiol  aotivitjj 
which  had  at  list  revived  after  a  long  depreBsid 
extending  over  three  or  fonr  years,  was  ehcckt 
and  disordered  by  the  sudden  dosing  of  Contineubd 
workshops  and  markets.  Although  the  Baspeusifri 
of  foreign  competition  may  ultimately  he  benelicill 
to  Engiiah  producers,  tUe  coiirse  of  trade  lias  be4*^ 
greatly  deranged,  and  heavy  losses  have 
incurred  by  the  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  ir 
■nentfi,  Iinmediatoly  after  the  outbreak  of  the  iffi 
a  rapid  fall  in  the  price  of  cotton  produced  ML 
almost  entire  interi'Uption  oE  business  at  Iiivcrpoot  H 
and  at  the  same  time  the  depreeiation  of  stoeks  ai 
ehares  was  as  great  as  at  the  commencement  of  t 
Crimean  W»r.  Notwilhstaudius  e.  lai^a  «sA  * 
increase  of  traffic  rotunvB,  t\ie  'vviWe  oi  t\v«  ■^  ^ 
Mngligli  railway  stocks  feW  i»  "Caa  Wwi-^e"^  o"^  ™2s 
from  « to  JO  par  cent.     M  tba  w 
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rat«  of  Interest  was  raised  to  9  per  cent.,  bat  it  iru 
BiUamaida  rapidlj  reduced  when  the  fiint  imprea- 
Bion  of  uneusineaa  bad  disappeared.  Confidence 
was  again  rudely  shaken  by  the  publication  of  tha 
EuMJan  Circular  in  the  middle  of  November,  bat 
up  to  tba  present  time  the  condition  of  the  couatry 
has,  tin  the  whole,  been  faiily  prosperous.  In  their 
annual  Epeecbea  at  the  Mansion -house  the  Pkius 
MiNisTBa  and  the  Chancellor  of  tke  Excheqcisr 
were  able  to  announce  that  the  pubhc  revenue  main- 
tained Its  customary  elustieity.  Either  in  eon- 
■equenco  of  recent  l^islation,  or  tlurough  tho 
influence  of  an  unusually  favourable  season,  Ireland 
has  for  some  time  pust  been  tranquil  and,  at  least, 

Iiaasively  contented.  The  outrages  which  duritig 
nst  winter  caused  general  alarm  and  indignation 
were  immediately  discontinued  when  FarUament 
passed  tho  Act  for  the  Froacrration  of  ^e  Peace. 
Except  during  tlie  celobi-ation  of  tha  Orange 
anniversary  in  the  North,  ayitiitors  have  confined 
tliemselves  to  comparatively  liiirmlesa  deiaonatra- 
tions  of  ayinpathy  with  tbe  JTrench  against  tlia 
PrusiiaDs.  A  fetble  attempt  to  enlist  recruits  for 
the  serviae  of  France  would  have  proved  entirely 
abortive,  even  if  it  had  not  been  repreased  by  legiu 
proceedings. 

The  war,  c.immenced  for  tlio  purpose  of  securing 
the  dynasty  which  became  its  earliest  victim,  was 
preceded  hy  a  long  series  of  domestia  intrigues, 
directed  to  the  attainment  of  the  same  object. 
After  the  general  election  of  1869,  tbe  Emperoi 
Napoleok  had,  in  apparent  deference  to  pnblio 
opinbn,  consented  to  adopt  the  ayatom  of  Fartia- 
mentoij  Ministries,  and  to  allow  of  aome  other 
unendments  of  the  Constitution.  After  much 
negotiation,  M,  EiuiE  Oluvier  accepted  in  the 
£rst  days  of  1870  the  commission  of  (orminK  a 
I-iberaJ  Ministry.  M.  'BTJ^yEt,  Til.  ■UreTrKs,*.-^! 
Count  ZJaud,  ail  of  them  ldtti»rtoBftB»iii«wi.^i^[¥*- 
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nenii  of  the  Empire,  took  office  with  M.  Oixims 
iti  tha  belief  that  a  Eystemof  ParliamentaiT  Qovsm- 
meat  wu  at  last  to  ba  eitabliabad.  A  few  weeks 
afterwarda,  in  answer  to  a  question  at  M.  Jdles 
Fav&k,  Count  Daru  declared  that  the  Government, 
if  it  were  placed  in  a,  minority,  would  either  resign 
or  dissolve.  Uther  Miniatei's,  Including  M. 
Ulliviek,  at  the  same  time  deaoiiuced  the  practica 
of  proposing  oflieial  oandidatei,  but  tbej  aeclined 
to  dissolve  an  Assembly  in  which  the  majority  of 
tha  members  owed  their  seats  to  Mmisteriil  favour. 
The  dismissol  of  M.  Ha.ossmakn,  the  celebrated 
Prefect  of  the  Seine,  and  rebuildor  of  Paris,  tended 
more  than  any  uther  measure  to  uouSrm  the  behef 
that  M.  Ulliviee  really  possessed  the  power  of  a 
responsible  Minister.  I^ose  of  the  old  Parliamen- 
tary Liberals  who  still  held  aloof  from  the  Imperial 
Court  were  disposed  to  support  M.  OlilviBiL'a 
tiovernment  ;  but  the  Uepublicins  in  a  body 
rejected  all  overtures  and  attempts  at  conipromue, 
and  the  revolutiomiry  journals  echoed  and  foateied 
the  animosity  of  the  population  of  Paris  against  th« 
Emperor  and  his  dynasty.  Within  a  week  after 
the  formation  of  the  Uovemment  a  atrBiige  Mid 
sinister  event  occurred  to  iucreasa  and  excuse  the 
general  feeling  of  disatfectioD.  Prince  Pierbs 
BoKAPiRTR,  son  of  LcoiEN,  a  man  of  violent  tamper 
ind  more  than  doubtful  character,  shot  in  his  own 
house  a  youn^r  niun  colled  YiciOH  Noui,  who  had, 
with  a  ooni[:aniou,  brought  the  Prince  a  challenKB. 
The  quarrel  arose  out  of  a  coarse  and  libellous 
newspaper  controversy  between  Prince  BonaJ'arth 
and  a  writer  in  the  MaraeilUiiie,  the  well-known 
paper  of  M.  i>b  RocHUFaaT.  It  was  impossible  to 
ascertain  the  facts  of  the  homicide,  which^  according 
to  the  testimony  of  the  only  surviving  witness,  wai 
a  wanton  murder,  while  the  porpetTfttot  baxeiNK^ 
that  he  had  fired  hia  pialol  m  BeW-itlep.-*-  ''^°«' 
worldng  oiasaes  and  the    ikb'bV^     oi    "£»»»   '•''^ 
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liesitatingly  adapted  tlia  oondusionthattlie  PttKCi 
-woB  a  lawless  usMain,  if  not  tita  inBtrument  of  ■ 
Palace  oonspii'acf .  Their  irritotioa  was  iaoreascd 
1)7  the  diBCOTciy  that  tinder  Ute  e:ci9ting  Cunstitii' 
tiua  a  membsr  ot  the  Impot'ial  Family  cotild  tmly 
he  ti'icd  bj  tho  High  Cmirt  cf  Justice,  assisted  I17 
a  jury  o£  aiemboi-B  nf  tlie  Ci)n»cila-lio'ni.'ra,ux.  Their 
ETispiuiuB  was  so  fiu'  justified  that  tlte  tribunal 
ultimately  acquitted  tlio  acouaed  Priace,  either  in 
oonsequonce  of  the  demeanour  of  the  hostila 
tritnesB,  or  throueh  a  preiudioa  against  the  aedi- 
tioua  writers  witn  whom  the  deceased  had  been 
associated  ;  but  the  p(>])ulaca  was  not  disposed  to 
wait  for  a  judicial  inquiry  into  a  question  un  which 
its  own  convictions  were  irrevocably  formed.  Ai 
the  ftiuei'al  of  Koiii  outside  the  walls  a  large  and 
angry  mob  was  invited  in  inHainmatory  epeetbos  to 
march  upon  Paris,  and  it  was  only  throoRh  tlia 
prudent  remonstrances  of  Kouuefolit  that  tlia 
desif^n  was  abiiJidoiicid.  The  Legislative  Body,  on 
the  dem»nd  of  the  Ministers,  nfterwarda  authorizad 
til*  arraat  of  Roi-HKroKi'  himself,  undor  a  sentencs 
for  the  use  of  seditiotts  language,  A  slight  distur- 
bance which  ensued  in  Paris  was  easily  auppi'esscd, 
and  tbo  incident  gradually  coaaed  to  excite  attan- 
ti'in.  Although  the  EMFKUonouuld  not  justly  Iw 
held  rcspoDBible  for  the  violence  of  Ilia  ill-condi- 
tioned HnEman,  it  was  felt  that  the  popularity  of 
the  reigning  family  had  BuHersd  a  aerjoua  blow. 
On  the  other  band,  the  Ministers  received  a  oortun 
amount  of  ci-edit  for  tlicir  success  in  maintaining 
order.  M.  OLLivnoi'i  conlidence  in  his  own 
B;^acity  and  in  the  good  faith  of  the  Emfrror  waa 
Boon  subjectod  tu  an  unexpected  test.  The  former  j 
/□aster  of  France,  notwiUntandiDg  the  sincerity  of  | 
his  connraion  to  Libewi  ^md'^M,is;ai-a<i,w.=A 
»pp0nnd,  a  acrupulons  Tespeal  iot  ^^  ^l^aWWiW 
•rWcJi  he  had  himeeli  beBt»«e4  o^  W  «^«^^^ 
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flliould  lake  a  part  in  modifying  the  CoiiRtitiitiot^ 
o£  whicli  it  was  the  appointed  gunrdinii.     The  vrM- 
Icnown   oomiilftisancB   of   tha  ftURUst  body  of  wliioti  ] 
M.  RouHBB  Imd  lately  lieoomo  President  Beemed  to  A 
afford  a  guarantee  against  nny  oTistiiiato  intrrferenc^  I 
with  the   Emperor's   Liberal  policy  :  luit  when  i.h^  I 
roBiilt   of   tliB  deliheration  ivas   pahlislicd,   it  wn^  1 
found  tliat  the   Senate   slao   tind   scriipieB.      Thq  1 
promised  retorina  were  readily  sanotionod,  but,  af  1 
an   additiona]   security  fur   tha  sovereit-nty  nt   th^  ■! 
people,  tha  Revieed  Constitutirjn  provided  thut  tho  f 
EupEBon   might   at   any  time   Eubmit  any  politiotl  J 
issue    to    universal    sufirago    in    the    fomi    of    (t ,  I 
Ptihitciii.    No  Liberal  oould  fail  in  pcrceiva  that  J 
the  provision  was  inserted  by  the  EsiPBnon  hiwaelL  y 
with  the  moaning  and  purpoao  of  rendering  nil  I 
constitutional  rights  dependent  on  the  capi-ice   and  .1 
ign  ranee     f   a,  majority  to  bii  manipuhited  by  Pre^  1 
fccts      Ay  doubt  as  to   tha   interpi'etatioa  of  tha  J 
s      (jj   C  indtum  was   removed  by  tiie    oflJcial  I 
a  n     n  e     nt  that  tha  new  Constitutiun  whs  itao^  'J 
tr    1  e   sul  n  itted  to  a  popular  vote.     Tha  qiieetions  J 
v)  ich  were   nominslly  to   be  answered  were  wholly  J 
indifferent  aud  unintelligible  to  the  great   imuu      ' 
the  population  ;  and  it  was  foreseen  that  tlis  t 
would  really  he  given  between  the  Empire,  with  sA  1 
its     original     charactoriatics,    and     revolutionary  J 
anarchy.    As  soon  as  the  Ekperoh's    iutentioni  I 
were   disclosed,  Count   Daku,  M.  Locvbt,  and  M,   I 
BtrrrsT  consulted  their   self-respect  by  iuimediats  1 
reaiautttion.     M.  Ollivieh's  vanity  and  politic^  I 
Mindnesa  induced  him  still  to  cling  to  a  position  in  I 
which  he  could  henceforth  only  be  eithera  tool  or  ai)  f 
accomplice.     Hls  name  woa  appended  to  a   Minis'i^, 
terial  Circular    on  tho  proposed   PlEliVsovU,\(  ' 
EafPesoR  fiimself  addressed  a  Be^ia«.\»  «5'' 
t/ie   cunsft'tuenoy,  which  was  Oi^ecVe^  XaitCOK^  ^ri% 
nbaohte  power.        A    plot   aaamst   'Ona  ^'^'^^^^^ 
Mo  iras  opportunely  dSoovCTcd  05    tovisaa  «^ 


police  ;  and  liis  cnloulations  were  confiimwl  t>j  I 
majority  of  five  and  a  quarter  millions  a^inst  ■ 
mitlion  nod  a  half.  Nevertheless,  an  farming 
manifestxtion  disturbed  the  satu^factioD  of  the 
triumph,  Fiftj  thousand  soldiers  hod  voted  in  thi 
negative,  nnd  insidiouii  counsellors  suggested  to  tha 
Empkeor  that  their  dissatisfaction  was  caused  by 
the  decline  of  Fmnce  in  military  reputation  sinoa 
tho  Eattle  of  Sadowa.  The  vote  was  taken  on  ths 
10th  of  May,  and  immediately  afterwards,  in  an 
evil  hour,  the  Due  be  Gkamont,  for  many  years 
Ambasandor  at  Vienna,  and  a  pliant  courtier  o^ 
NiPOLKO.v  111.,  took  charge  of  the  Foreign  Depart* 
ment,  which  had  been  vacated  bj  Count  Djru. 
Marshal  liEBOfMy  had  already  earned,  by  similai 
qualitiea,  the  Hucoession,  on  the  death  of  Marsha] 
NiSL,  to  the  post  of  Minister  of  War.  The  habitual 
preference  of  docile  ngents  to  independeet  coadju' 
,  which   had   in  ptospernns  times  gratified  the 
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Empbbob'r  love  of  personal  siipreniacy,  i 
be  counted  among  ttie  moxt  fatal  causes  of  his  louK 
fteries  o£  disastrous  blunders.  A  competent  states- 
man at  the  ii'oreign  Office  would  have  discerned 
and  corrected  the  misTepresontations  of  the  shallon 
and  incompetent  diplomatists  who  were  emptied 
to  collect  mformaliiin  at  the  different  German 
Courts.  On  the  autlioritj-  of  Princes,  of  Prelates, 
of  nobleman,  and  generally  of  Uie  souiety  in  whidi 
French  was  commonly  spoken,  AmbosKLdors  and 
Envoys  reported  to  their  Government  that  universal 
dislike  of  Prussia  was  combined  with  a  disposition 
to  rely  on  the  protection  of  France,  With  German 
literature  and  journalism,  and  with  the  opinions  ol 
the  great  mass  of  the  community,  the  representa- 
tives of  Franco  were  vttterly  unacquainted,  nor 
«)uW  they  understaTidtVex.'cn^'wswK  ii\  ^vwkAsiV 

j»a]euaiee  and  fashiooaHe  a,T^^.\^^,Vve»^»^«6^^ral>TO^. 

fcurat  of  national  ,.RtW\»sT^.  J^  i^^^vr**" 
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Hftre  been  augmented  and  multiplied  hy  the  prudent 
inaction  of  France.  Repugnance  to  the  Pniseiai] 
Byetem  ot  military  florvica  prevailed  widely  in  tha 
South,  and  even  within,  the  limits  ot  the  Nortb.J 
German  Confodemcy  a  deaire  for  the  reduction  cf  V 
armaments  was  bocoming  general.  To  justify  andf 
realize  tlie  boldest  aspirationa  of  Count  Bismajick  it  I 
waa  only  necessary  that  the  French  Govemmen|  J 
should  prepare  for  an  ageressive  war.  In  the  early  1 
port  of  the  year  the  Empebou,  in  an  interval  of  1 
indecision,  induced  Lord  Clarendon  to  sound  tha  I 
Prussian  Uovemment  on  a  proposal  of  simultaneona  4 
disarmament ;  but  Count  Bismakck,  fully  informed 
of  the  designs  which  bad  been  recently  in  agitation,  ' 
coldly  replied  that  tha  North  German  militarj- 1 
syEteia  rendered  any  arrangement  of  the  hind  im'  | 
practicable.  While  the  Due  de  Gkjmost  faitbfullj  1 
transmitted  and  echoed  tlie  erroneous  atatements  A  \ 
his  diplomatic  agents,  Murahal  LBBreuF,  with  utt-  I 
accountable  perveraity,  reiterated  hix  assurances 
that  the  army  waa  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency.  , 
As  eiperience  afterwords  proved,  disuipline  hod 
been  dangcrouiiy  rolaied,  material  preporationa  oi  1 
every  kind  had  been  scandalously  neglected,  and,  ' 
for  political  reasons,  the  reserve  forces  which  bad 
been  included  in  Marshal  Kiel's  scheme  of  military 
organization  had  never  baen  trusted  with  arms. 
The  EitrEROB's  subsGoiiont  confessions  convict  him 
of  indolent  neglect  of  tlie  functions  to  which  a  mili- 
tary Sovereign  might  have  been  expected  to  attaoh 
primary  importance.  He  relied  for  his  knowledge 
of  the  statfl  of  the  army  on  an  incompetent  Minister 
of  War,  and  he  judged  of  the  disposition  of  tha 
minor  German  States  from  tite  statements  of  a 
frivolous  Minister  of  Foreign  Aflairs.  On  the  eva 
nf  the  final  rupture  Count  Bau^  vn  vKV(\'«as^^'&?»  1 
ExFEEOR  that  ho  would  be  Aisa'p-^oSsiSfti  "■«»■''«» - 
reUaaca  on  tht,  aaaistatico   ol    KMaU\».  '"^'^'^i*^* 
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Fears  for  the  Beeurity  of  hia  dyriaaty,  which  wonl4  I 
undoubtedly  Imvo  been  confirmed  by  a  sticcuaaful  I 
war,  prevailed  over  the  plainest  considcr&tioiul  of  i 
patriotism  snd  prudence. 

A  preteit  for  tlie  premeditited  quarrel  hart  been 
for  some  time  kept  in  reserve,  perlmpa  not  without  J 
tho   maliciaaH  connlvanco   of  the    North   Germaa  I 
CHAiTcBLtoa.    The     Provisional    Government    td  I 
Spain  had  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  lieen  onc^  I 
more   baffled   in  their  search  for   a   King  tiy  thp  1 
roftiaal  cf  the   King  of  Italit  to  allow  hia  nephei 
the   yonuE  Duke   of  Gknoa,  to   nnoept  the  vnoai 
Crown.    Early  in    June,  duripg   a    debate    on  «tfl 
resolntion  of  tlio  Oortas  that  the  election  of  a  King  I 
ahonld  require   an   absolute  majority  cf  the  whold  J 
body,  Itlai'shol  Pant  stated  that  a  candidate   in   all 
respects     eligjhle  had   been   temporarily   deterred 
fruin  offering  himself  by  an  abortire  Eepuhliean 
insurrection  which    had    been  attempted  in  the 
jpring.     It  was   known  to   all  well-informed  poU- 
tlciaiiR,  and   especially  to   the   Frunah  Anihaasadnr 
lit  Madrid,  that  the  Primo  Minister  rofwTod  to 
PrlnCB  LEoPoto  of  HonBszoLLEBX,  brother  f>f  tha 
reigning  Prince  of  Rocmania.  The  French  Govern- 
ment waa.Edso  aw^re  that  Marshal  PmM  intended  to 
renew  bin   proposal,  which   he  probably  bulieved  to 
be  BBoeptable  to  the  Bhfekos.    Prince  Leofoij) 
was  connected   with  the   families   of  Mtirat  and 
CmirHAAKAis,  and   he  had  been  a  visitor  at  tha 
Tnileries.     Tliough  a  Prussian  subject,  he  waa  not 
related   to   tlie   RojhI   Family,   eicept  throuRh   a 
commrm  nncestor  seven  hundred  yeari  aijo.     More 
than  one  projtct  for  tilling  the  Spaniah  Throne  had 
rirf^viuUBly  been  rejected   at   tha   instance   of  tha 
French    Government,  imd   Marshal  PniM  \vould, 
undou  bteilly,  hxve  withtkawif^ds  X^^wX  -mow**!.  w& 
a  hint  that  a.  Prussian  oandiAiAa  -wi-AA  ™  ™?*'!S^ 
fn!  to  tho  K,tPEROTi.     In  t^ie  tot  **^'^  ,''\Jr^, 
Spaniah   Hiaisten  pubUcW  wmo«Sica&^^^^^ 
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tion  of  reooinmending  Prince  Leowjld  to  tlie  tortfli 
for   eleutioii  ;  nnd  on   the   (itb,  to   the  BUirpi'iao  of 
France  and  Eiitope,  tlie  Dm  de  Gmamont  read   la 
tlie   LtgialatiTe   Bod^  an  jniloumiatDTy   Bpeeoli,  ii^J 
which  he  [IciTliirci-i  thai  tho    acw.|itmKe    of    th*| 
noniinntion   hy   Prusaia  Wiiuhl    hv   regarded   as  r 
cause   of  w&r.     It  is  alwnys  (UlHciilC  tiMlUtiiigiillL^ 
public  opioion  in  Fruiioe  from  the  rcsiiltB  uf  ofiiaillll 
tiupicBtiou,   but   tha  Minuitoi-'s  warlike  kngui, — 
tras  rehemently  applauded  hy  the.mujority  lA  i 
LQi|ulative   Body,   and  It  was  apparently  receirt 
with   enthuBiaBin  by  the    Pariuiin   populocs.     T 
JuiiBS  Fatkb  and  some  of  liis  U.opuhliaii.ucoIleii.gn 
exprossed    disapproval    of    the  war  ;  but    aa  tl 
had   habitually   taunted    tha    EAn-GUOR   with 
Acquiescanno   in  tha  ovents  of  Sadowa,  their  prauWiV 
aide  limguage  was  naturally  attributctd  to  a  ipitit  at  a 
tmpoBitiou.     M.  'I'hikrs  bUc)  censurBd  the  polioy  of  I 
tho  Government,  on  tho  ground,  as   ho   afterwardl  1 
espluined,  that  tho  army  was  uot  prepFired  for  wan.f 
Tha  wporta  of  tho  Prefotbi,  siuee   publiBhed  by  IW  1 
Bflpiiblican  Government,   ahowed  that    tha    pi«»  1 
viuaitd    population  waa    entirely    diairicUued    to  J 
eOgage  in  on  uunecoaaary  war.     The   agents  of  tint  'f 
Govemmont  hod  Iti  tho  previous  May  frequent^  I 
•Btnrvd  tlie   rural   electoi-a  thut  on  aftirmntivo  vuM  I 
in   the   Fliliiicife   would   he   giren  for  tha   Enipiiw  J 
and  Pe4iCD  ;  but  the  Buppiiaod  desire  of  50,000  ma' 
Dontant  Boldiers  outweighed  with  the   Empbhoe  tJ._ 
wiahei  of  tha  Uboi-ioui  population.      An  oppon  i 
tuiiity  of  retracing  hia  atepa  at  the  lut  momeat  vraa  j 
tiSered  and  wasted.     Ou  uie  earnest  application  dl 
the  English  Government,  the  King  of  Fiiussia  con- 
aentud  to  sdviso   Priuca   Leopold  to    refuBo  tha 
Crown  of  Spain. ;  and  it  ivaa  ovidcTA  ftvaJi  wu&i.  ^ 
reaommeodntioii  was    equwaient  ta  ».  i»fa«o.«»^ 
/Viuce  tEoroiD's  fiitlier,  bk  XieaA  ot  iX^e  ^3'^'=-'^>\^ 
*rancA    of   fl(jiiE>fZol.l,BE.^,  wrote  to   tV-a  ^V*"-,^^^ 
(JoveauueDt  to  withdraw  tm  sou's  ■fiiLe.''*'""^"'^*- 
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M.  Ollivibr,  who  had  nut  been  admitUd  to  th*' 
Bupbror's  confidence,  announced  in  the  Lc^ilativa 
Body  that  the  diapnte  was  settled.  It  has  been 
stated,  with  much  probability,  that  the  Emperor 
heiitated  at  the  l^t  moment,  nor  can  he  have  baua 
di^ceived  by  the  noisy  and  factitious  citation  of  tho 
rabble  o£  Paris,  but  Marslial  Lbbieup  once  mors 
asserted  to  the  Emferdr  and  the  Cabinet  that  th» 
army  was  p«rfuctly  ready,  and  it  was  det*rmined 
to  require  a  promise  from  the  King  of  Prussia  that 
he  Would  at  no  future  time  sanction  the  proposal  ol 
the  UoHBNZDLLBRN  Candidate.  It  was  welf  known 
that  the  deiriand  must  inevitably  bo  rafused,  and  it 
was  finally  thought  expedient  to  invent  an  addi- 
tional pretext  for  a  Declaration  of  War.  A  para- 
graph in  tile  Pnissian  papers,  to  the  effect  that  th« 
Kt^o  had  refuged  an  audience  to  the  French 
Ambassador,  was  desci'ibed  by  the  Due  db  Gramowt 
to  the  Legialatire  Body  as  a  Circular  Despatch  ; 
and,  amid  shouts  of  approval,  he  declared  thai  an 
insult  lied  been  offered  which  iwuld  only  be 
avenged  by  wav,  M.  Oixivibb  added,  in  words 
which  will  become  liistoricol,  that  he  accepted  tha 
challenKe  of  Pmasia  "  with  a  light  heart  ;  and  M. 
BotTHEH,  in  an  address  of  the  Senate  to  tha 
Empbhor,  declared  with  cynical  candour  and  un- 
conscious irony  that  the  war  was  opportune  becausa 
tlie  intervd  of  four  j-eiirs  since  Sauowa  had  baea 
employed  in  perfecting  the  orgu,nization  of  tho 
armv.  It  is  not  absolutely  certain  that  France 
wonld  have  been  allowed  to  retract  the  Due  db 
Orahont's  imprudent  defiance.  Before  the  final 
resolution  of  the  Emfbror  had  been  announced. 
Count  Bismarck  told  the  Englisti  Ambassador  at 
Serlin  that  tlie  Kiso  was  generally  blamed  for  his 
concession,  and  tliat  it  \ni^^\^^p,^^\vi■5^,'Q«l■nww»»«^ 
to  demand  secutitiea  agWMt  a,  i^V*'^'**'"^,^^!^ 
recent  menace.  At  tVie  M-me  tm*  ^^^  .'■:^^^ 
i«  the  GMman  papera  a  report  oi^.w^^'W^^*^*'' 
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BDppoBed    to    have  been  comioitted  towards  tha 
Kj«g  by  Count   Bxnbdetti,  the  Frenoh  Ambew- 
lador.     It  wu  strange  that  two  nations   should   at 
the   same   inoment  be  moved  by  iniagiosry  aSroiita   j 
thought  to  have  been  otfeted  to  tlieir  respeottva  j 
Governments.       An    aitlo-de-oaaip    delivered     tli« 
Frenoh  Declaration  of  War  at  Berlin  on  the  IGth  of 
■'uly,  when   the   French   armies   hod  already  com- 
menoed  their  march  to  tlie  frontier.     Both  beUiga- 
rents  had   previously  rejected   Lord   UiiiHViLLB'a 
suggeation  that,  in  conformity  with  the  Declaration 
of  1856,  tha  quarrel  shuuld  in  the  first   instance   ba    . 
referred  to  mediation. 

The  E»i'EROii  announced  his  intention  o 
imuiding  in  [leraoii,  ivith  Marshal  Lebieuf  as  >Iajor>  I 
General,  or  virtual  chief  of  the  si'my.  Marshal  I 
&Ia(;M4IION'  was  summoned  from  liis  govomment  1 
of  Algeria  to  command  tlie  riglit  wing,  which  wm.  I 
to  assemble  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Strusburg.  anii  I 
Marshal  Bazajk£,  with  General  FitORKAHD,  OenBTal  1 
DouAY,  and  General  uk  Faixly,  prolonged  the  lin«  j 
northward  as  far  as  MetK  and  towards  Thionville. 
It  was  naturally  thought  that  the  author  of  a  pre-  . 
meditated  war  would  at  least  gain  the  udvautotte  o{  1 
making  the  first  ofl'cnsive  movement.  But  the  Duo  1 
DE  Grauont's  obBeijuioue  arrogance,  prompted  by,  j 
liis  master,  elToctud  in  a,  moment  the  object  fog  I 
which  iitut«!imeu  and  patriots  had  laboured  foe  I 
generations,  Baden  had  long  been  united  in,  I 
ayinpatliy  and  policy  nitli  Pruaaia,  and  tile  young  I 
King  of  Bavakia  shared  the  antogoniam  the  rnaaa  | 
of  luB  subjects  felt  to  the  Frenoh  leanings  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  aristocracy  and  tlie  clergy.  The  Court  1 
of  Wiirtanilierg,  though  it  was  known  to  bu  bitterly  I 
hostile  to  Prussia  and  to  the  cause  of  GevnMSi.'a.^^v^^ 
/aoflN/ to  o/)po;e  the  almost  unKnwvQ\»  iiAerroJiS* 
tian  of  (6» people.  The  CrowaPtin-ie  "^^  ^'*"^'*°v,^ 
^Pmat^d  by  the  Kino  Comme-ndoTAvL-CVLel  <A^_ 
^o^ih   Gorman   Armies,  waa  vjoUomei""^^^^^ 
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tnous  expiBMionsof  devotion.    CourtieM  and  tniM  J 
irho  liful  promised  to  France  the  iLidof  Hntun-erki* 
Uttorly  misunderEtDod  the   comparatire  feebleM . 
(if  the  rcKiitment  felt  agninst  the  n^ressivA  Deigl 
bourwho  had  Annexed  that  kingilom  in  1866,  i"' 
the  biil-ning  indignation  ai-oitsed  by  the  alien  inv 
who  WHS   the  hti'oditaiy  enemy  of   Germany. 
encouroKQ   well-wiBlien)   and  terrify  adveraariw  i_ 
the  country  south  of  tlie  Main  it  win  tlie  interoct  flj 
Napolbon  1I[.  to  adopt  tlie  aiiine  plan  of  CMnpugl! 
as  was  dictated   by  obvious  military  conaiderattoUt 
With   a   start   of  a  fortnight   over  his  enemy,  at  ' 
profiting   by   the   projection   of    French    territoL, 
beyond  the  Vosnea,  be  might  have  separated  a  grea. 

8 art  of  South  Uerinaiiy  from  Prussia  before  tiuf  I 
erman  foiinti  were  ready  to  oppose  him,  Th« 
■iiperiority  afterwards  displayed  by  the  German 
troops  renders  it  probable  that  the  result  of  tfie 
campaign  niiglit  liave  been  the  same  if  the  F^tiuch 
had  coiiitiienced  either  tlieir  boasted  march  to 
Berlin  or  the  mora  practicable  invasion  of  Bavaria  ; 
but  civilians  could  understand  as  well  as  aoldiers 
that  if  the  French  army  was  to  remain  on  the 
defensive  the  war  ought  never  to  have  been  begnn. 
Marshal  LEiiiruF  seems  to  have  been  wholly  devoid 
of  the  qualities  of  a  General,  and  as  an  adminis* 
trator  he  had  reduced  the  army  to  confusion.  Tha 
Commissariat  brolio  down  at  the  beginning  of  tha 
campaign,  die  Artillery  was  deficient  in  the  neoee- 
aary  material.  Staff  officers  were  ignorant  of  the 
geography  of  the  country,  and  Generals  wandered 
about  in  search  of  tlie  troops  whom  they  were  to 
command.  The  Emtbeoe  lingered  at  Paris  tit! 
nearly  the  end  of  J  iily,  probably  in  aonsequeDce  of 
the  itnprepared  stato  at  the  army  ;  and  in  tha 
nwantune  an  event  haiocc\\'nsA^'cC\da,*'ewj^^\S. 
had  no  direct  in!\ue.wcfe  on  '^'^^^ ''"i^^^^'^^l, 
«ffoctod    the  opinion  o(  wntraU.    ^ -^^L^^"^ 
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A  treaty   by  which,  in  cnneide ration  ot  the  assent  ot  ■ 
Franoe  tu  tha  eiteiiHion  of  the   North  German  Con-  I 
federation,  the  King  of  Fitcsau.  was  to  permit   and  I 
aid  a  French  conquest  of  Belgium,    The  auhacqunnt  1 
IiiFton"  of  the  transaction  wbb  oontatned  in   ■'  -  ■ 
reGord   of  the   Fnrliitmentary  Session  ;    and 
enough   to   say  thiit   tlie   negotiation   and   the  dig-    , 
closure   augured   ill   for   the     euccbbs  of   a   policy 
intrusted    to    agents    go    incompetent    as     Count 
Benedetti.     Goneral  Moltke  was  reported  to  Lava    i 
Baid  that  unloEB  the  EjirEEOB  crossed  the   Rhine  ir    ' 
a  fortnight   he  would   never  see   it,  at   least  as  ss 
invader.     By  the  end  of  the  appointed  intarral  tha  I 
eathered  strength  of  Gorniany  was  advancing  to  tha  1 
Rhine  with  a  atern  raaolution,  shored  by  the  whute  I 
population,  to  make  an  end  onco  for  all   of   Frendi,] 
menaces   and   invasiuns.     The  Kisg,  with  Geneial  I 
MoLTKm   at  his   side,    nominally   oommandcd   th»  I 
whole   army.      The   Oeown   Princb,  acoorapanioj  J 
by  General   Blumentij*]^,  led   tho   South   German  I 
army,  including  a  TrussiaJi  contingant  ;  and  Prince  i 
F£EDBaiCKCH4RLEsandG!eneralSTEiNMETzditeote4  I 
their  course  towards  the  valley  of  the  Moselle.     AC  i 
laRt,  on  the  2d  of  August,  the   Emperor  Napolkoh'  1 
advanced  from   Met/ across  the  frontier,  and  by  a   1 
cannonade  from  the  neighbouring  heights  compelled   I 
a  small  Prussian  detachment,  after  a  slight  resist-    | 
■nee,  to  retire  from  the  town  of   Saarbrilck,     This    I 
exploit  was  apiuirently  performed  to  furnish  matter  1 
for  a  despatch  in  which  tha  Emperor,  appealing,  aa 
on  many  other  occasions,  to  tho  histriooic  propen-  ', 
■ities  of  Frenchmen,  informed  the  Empress  that 
the   Prince  Imperial   had  in  the  combat  of  Siiar- 
bniok   received  his  "  baptism  of   firo."     The  First 
Napoleon,    in    tho     midst    of     Boma  •jyiK'nKro.'fc 
aimpajgn,  might,  perhaps,  have   6a,le\^  "■av&.A'jpft.  "to- 
auch  a  nourish  ;  but   the   PaTiBia.uft   ■cVSvs.'iia^  "«&» 
uonecessajyandostontatioua  exvot^^'i^  "^^  "^'^  ^wS«, 
todiingBr,  althouzh  they  could  notlot'atW^ic*'^^^ 
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fiiBt  cannon  shot  ot  tUe  war  Bcranded  the  knell 
his  hopee  and  fortimn.     The  idle  parade  of  the 
of   August  wa^   Boon   followed   by  more  importai 
events.      Hn  the  5th  the  Ceown  Prini-B  fell  u 
pectedly  on  General  Abel  Dodav,  who  held, 
a  force  belonging  to  the  left  winr;   of   5IacM»hoi 
firmy,  the  celebrated  lines  of  Wissembourg.  Genei 
Don  AY  waa  killed,  his  troopa  were  utterly  defeat* 
and  the  Crown  Prikcb  had  the  satisfaction  of  f< 
warding  the   Srst  trophies   of  the  war  to  Berlii^ 
Tho   error   of  leaving  MaoMahos   at   a    diat«J5 
from  the  main   army   beyond   reach   of  support 
generally  attributed  to  Leectlcf.    After  tho  com! 
of  WiBsembourff,  Marshal  MacM abox  concentral 
his   forces,  amounting   to   45,000   men,  in  a  stroi 
position  near  Woerth, where  the  Crown  Pbinob, 
a  HOQthward   movement,  fiercely  attsoked   him 
the   6th.      The   Marshal   handled  bis  troops  wit]|j 
ekill,  and  the  French,  though  outnumbered  in  thft 
proportion  ot   nearly  two   to   one,  fought  bravely 
until  their  positions  were  carried  ;  but  at  the   end 
of  tho   day   they   broke   np    in   disorderly   flight, 
leaving  the  enemy  an  enormous  booty   of  guns  and 
Btorea,   and   many   thousauda  of  prisoners.      The 
beaten  nrmy,  nov  reduced  for  tho  time  to  ■  robble, 
niade  the  best  of  its  way  to  the   north-west,  with- 
out any  attempt  to  defend  the  difGcult  ptuwesof  Uie 
Voe.c^s.    It  was  impossible  at  the  time  to  take  the 
BtroDg  plitces  of  Bitohe  and  Fhalsbourg,  but  Mancy 
submitted  without  reEist'iiice,  and  tho  Prince  after 
crossing  the   mountain   ridge,    continued   his  un- 
opposed  march   in  the  direction  of  Paris.     A  kind 
of  consolation  for  tho  disastpr  of  Woerth  was  found 
in  the  escuse  that  superior   generalship   had   given 
the   Germrms   tho  advantage   of  numbers  ;  but   & 
defeat  simuItancousVy  incurtoi  va.  H.\\ft  ■w™jjvfe(i\ii- 
hood  of  Saarbruck  admittei  ol  iitt  BtnaKc  «t 
tion.     After  tho  Bkirimsh  or  ^em^^^'^^^^riw,^ 
2d,    General     Frossard    t«\4    ftwjte«^f«. 
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Spicheren,  to  t!ie  west  uf  Saarbriiek,  with  a 
siiitirabla  force.  On  the  6th  General  STtaNMKXjj, 
ariiving  ahuost  liy  acciiieat  at  the  spot,  stormed 
tLe  hiQ  with  a  Bitmller  force,  inflicting  heavy  loss 
on  the  defeated  enemy.  As  the  right  winit  of  tha 
Frenoh  was  exposed  by  the  retreat  of  Ma(.'Ma£0;4, 
while  it  was  evident  tli&t  tlie  Qermans  were 
advanaing  in  formiilable  strengtll,  the  main  army 
cuncQiitrated  round  Metz  under  Murshal  Bazune, 
to  whom  the  Eutituou  afterwards  resigned  the 
chief  command. 

The   defeat    of   the   army,    announced    by   tha 
Ehfeuok   in   an  unusually  reraciovs  proclamation, 

Eroduued  a  violent  agitation  at  Paris.  The  L^ia- 
itire  Body,  summoned  by  the  EmfbR'ss  in  tier 
capacity  of  Bogent,  paasftd  a,  vote  of  censure  on  tliai 
KlmisturB,  who  ininiediatcly  resigned.  So  man 
lamented  the  swift  retribution  wliich  had  fallen  on 
Ollivikic  and  Gkamont  ;  but  it  was  remarked  that 
the  Empebor  touk  the  opportunity  of  surrounding- 
himself  with  Etill  more  devoted  adherents.  Tha 
voto  of  want  of  confidence  vtas  moved  by  M. 
Clement  Duviirnols,  who  enjoyed  the  Ejifekob's 
favour,  and  the  new  President  of  tho  Council  and 
Minister  of  War  was  (leueral  Momauban,  Count  c^ 
pALtKAO,  who  had  recently  commanded  at  liyona. 
The  other  Ministers  helongud  to  the  ennie  poUtical 
Bcction,  but  substantia]  power  was  necessarily  con- 
centrated in  tlie  IiAnds  of  the  Ministgil  of  Was. 
In  deference  to  public  opinion  and  to  the  wish  of 
the  Legislative  Body,  General  TsotKu,  well  known 
both  as  an  accomplisiied  oiiicer  and  as  an  opponent 
of  the  Imperial  system,  was  ajipointed  Commander 
of  the  Army  of  Paris.  Although  tho  contingency  ' 
seemed  remote,  it  begnik  already  to  be  suspectea,  ' 
that  tha  Capital  might  poaaiVAj  \»  ei-^njafii 'vj 
ai^o.  Commendable  eilbtta  flete  KiaA-a  U>  w-oA^ 
MxoMaros,  who  had  by  this  ^.vms  KimeA.  «■''■' 
Clang  ot   Ciialoua,       Tha     SvelwiV    »saii»*<  "^ 
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BAZAi^fE  and  MaoMauon,  still  nuDabered  300,000 
men,  and  by  effectiog  a  junction  the  Generals  might 
Btill  hope  to  retrieve  the  early  misadveuturea  at  thq, 
csimpaign.  With  a.  suffioiwiit  and  not  ei  '  ' 
garrison  Metz  miijht  havB  held  out  for  an  inc 
time,and  thus  fai-tbeeuemyhad  not  obtained 
«ion  of  a  sinule  French  fortress.  Tho  siuiie  ineapa 
city  which  had  caused  the  dofciit  of  Woerth  tml 
the  Bvaouatitm  of  Alsace  still,  however,  prevaile' 
in  the  French  military  counuils.  It  wru  probabi 
through  a  fear  of  tlis  politicnl  consequencea 
retreat  that  the  Eui-erur  induced  Baziine  to  lini, 
in  the  outskirts  of  Motz  for  nioro  than  a  week  afti 
the  battla  of  Woorth.  On  tho  14tli  the  Empki 
hinisulf  true  perauadud  to  retire  to  Chalons,  and 
the  Bi'ternoon  of  tiie  same  day  BizAHn:  com 
his  retreat.  In  tile  meantime  the  German 
li^ad  been  rapidly  od^-ancing  from  the  east 
viorth-aast,  and  General  Moltkb  discerned 
possibility  of  cutting  off  BiZirrfE  from  ChalonB 
Paris,  as  he  had  previously  sepai-ated  HAcMAHOir 
from  Lbb(ei7f  and  Bazaink  As  soon  as  the  morft- 
ment  of  BAZAl^'E'3  troops  wbs  obserred,  he  ma 
attacked  witli  desperate  valour  by  STBisiiKTI,at  tha 
lie.td  of  an  inferior  force,  and  the  result  of  the 
stru^le  was  the  interruption  of  the  retrent  for  an 
entire  day.  On  the  liith  and  18th  two  of  the 
bloodiest  battles  recorded  in  history  were  fought  to 
tliB  west  of  Mctz,  at  Bewmvillo  and  Gravelotla. 
On  the  ICth  Bazaine  claimed  the  victory,  having. 
perhaps,  suffered  less  than  the  enemy  ;  but  tha 
prize  of  success  wss  the  opportunity-  ot  continuing 
his  retreat,  and  on  the  l?th  he  retired  to  a  position 
four  miles  nearer  to  Meti  tlian  that  which  he  had 
occupied  on  the  previous  day.  In  the  great  battle 
of  the  I6th,  after  an  otistinaCe  resistance,  Bazaixb's 
position  was  carried  by  the  Germans  ;  aiid,  retiring 
under  cover  of  tho  ontl^ng  Metv;  torts,  ho  finallr 
abandonaJ   his   nammuivicatianB  with   tha   army  * 
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MicMaho^I  and  with  tlm  rest  of  France.  Prinua 
Fredekiuk  Chaules,  to  irhose  coniraond  the  uorps 
ot  Steiniietz  was  soon  afterwarcls  tttt4iohed,  jiro- 
ceeded  to  invest  Metz  and  the  belesi^uered  armj 
with  lines  which  were  mado  practically  inipreg- 
nable.  The  hopes  of  Fnmce  Deemed  now  to  ti^t  on 
tha  army  of  MacMahon,  who  had  tho  froo  choica 
of  lines  of  retreat  to  the  north,  tlie  south,  and  tha 
west.  Tlie  C^mwm  PiirscB,  who  iv»3  advancing  oa 
Chalons,  had  every  reason  to  desire  a  deciEiva 
battle,  as  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  attempt 
the  Biege  of  Paris  while  a  considerable  French  army 
was  still  in  the  field.  Onue  more  the  evil  genius  of 
France  interfered  in  the  form  of  the  Emfehor's 
exti'avagant  deference  to  tlie  opinion  of  the  Paris 
Kugency.  which  governed  only  under  his  commis- 
Bion,  KAP0I.BOK  HI.  has  siuco  iiBserted  that  ha 
WHS  himself  opposed  to  the  fiital  movement  to  tha 
north-east,  which  was  now  urged  upon  Marshal 
MacMahon  by  the  Minister  of  Wah.  liia 
attempt  to  rdtove  Metz,  liko  the  delay  which  had 
ruined  Bazaing,  was  suggested  by  political  con- 
sideraticiis.  The  Eau'ekou  had  bei;:un  the  war  to 
make  hia  dynasty  popular  ;  he  had  lingered  at  Metz 
because  n  retreat  might  cause  agitation  ;  and  nuir 
he  allowed  Count  Falikao  to  overrule  the  objec- 
tions of  MacMabo!.,  on  the  ground  that  the  ahan- 
donmont  of  Bazaive  would  involve  a,  revolution  at 
Paris.  Against  hia  own  judgment  MaoMahok 
broke  up  from  Chalons  on  thn  22d  of  August  for 
Bheims  ;  and  then,  ttirning  northwards,  ho  directed 
his  march  by  Rothel  and  MouKon  towards  Mont- 
nitSdy.  Aa  soon  as  the  Ckdws  Pkixcb  heard  of  tlia 
evacuation  of  Chalons  he  pressed  forward  to 
intercept  the  movement  on  Metz,  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  having  been  aaticipaied  by  two  days' 
march  of  the  enemy.  On  fortunately  foe  Mac- 
Mabok  the  imperfect  discipline  of  Hs  troopi 
delayed  hia  movements,  and  on  the  29tlLtba<i«c<s«Ba. 
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Cavalry  came  into  contact  with  his  rearward.  On 
the  30th  Genpral  Ijb  Fjin.LT,  previously  known  by 
hiB  easy  victiiry  at  Mentana,  was  surprised  t  ' 
defeated  at  Mouzon.  The  following  days  w 
oocupied  with  inc^asaiit  fighting,  in  which  t 
Gerrnana  Bteadijygained  ground,  while  MacMah^ 
attempted  too  kte  to  effect  bis  retreat  to  Mezifera 
On  the  1st  of  September  a  part  of  the  French  h  ~ 
was  pressed  hack  towards  the  Belgian  frontier  ; 
bw!k  of  the  army  took  refuge  in  Sedan  ;  nnd  Mk^ 
MiiHOs  himself  wnsseverely  wounded.  ThoQern  "' 
Artillery  now  occupied  the  heights  which  c( 
nanded  the  town,  and  on  the  2d  General  WntPPI 
who  succeeded  to  thn  command  of  the  army,  i 
forced  to  capitulate.  Tiie  Emtsror  himself  I 
already  surrendered  in  perecin  to  the  King  6_ 
Prussia,  wlio  placed  at  hia  disposal  the  splendid 
palace  of  Wilhelmshohe  in  Hesse  Cassel,  formerly 
oocupied  by  King  jERostR  of  Weatphtjia.  The 
surrender  of  a  Marshal  nf  France  with  100,000  men 
was  a  more  nnpreceden  ted  event  than  the  capture 
of  the  Emfehoic  Less  than  two  months  had 
occurred  since  the  declaration  made  through  tho 
Due  DR  Gramoht.  On  the  3d  of  AuRost  the  war 
had  commenced  with  the  fantastic  performance  of 
Saarhruck,  and  on  the  2d  of  Septerabar  the  only 
regular  army  in  France  which  was  not  beleaguered 
had  capitulated  to  a  conqueror. 
Count  PAiiKiO,  in  conformity  with  a  French 

Eractice  which  has  sincu  been  faithfully  continued 
y  his  successors,  liad  substituted  fora  trae  account 
of  the  events  of  the  campaign  a  series  nf  deliberata 
and  encouraging  iictions.  The  actions  which  ended 
with  the  retreat  of  Bazaisb  into  Metz  were  repre- 
sented as  brilliant  French  victories,  and  during  tha 
advance  of  MAcMAHoy  the  Leicislative  Bodywaa 
assured  that  if  the  Mlmstexft  viote  \a  fesAosA  tha 
information  they  had  Kcew«4  ■?'^»  «^^  ™^- 
ttinate.     The  eager  Mt4  ^«wKlvi  ct<.&rfSAT  *^'*^ 
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Sample  lightened  the  mendacious  labours  of  tha  J 
[inister,  until  it  becama  at  last  necesBary  to  con-  1 
iesa  that  a  disaster  had  occarrd,  althotieh  Count'  1 
Falisao,  in  his  official  statement,  reduced  the  j 
numbeis  of  the  army  which  had  capitulated  ta  J 
40,1100  man.  The  presentiment  which  had  induced  j 
him  t/)  impel  MacMaron'  to  his  hopeless  adventure  ] 
waa  realized  itithout  delay.  On  the  4th  of  Septeni'  -] 
her  the  Hal!  of  the  Legislative  Body  was  invaded  1 
by  a  mob,  headed  by  the  National  Guards  on  duty  | 
at  the  door.    With  the  disregard  of  legal  com- 

Eetenca  which  belongs  to  the  managers  of  French 
levolutions,  the  ringleaders,   in   twcord  with   the 
extreme  section  of  the  Legislative  Body,  proclaimed 
a   Republic  under  a  Provisional  Government,  con- 
Bistiog,    with   the   exception   of   M.   Thieks,    who 
refused  to  accept  oHice,  of  the  Deputies  fur   Paris. 
Ho    resistance    was    offered  ;     Palikao     and    hia 
colleagues    took     to    flight  ;     and     the   Sufkess, 
threatened   by,the   rabble,  plundered  by  her  atten-    I 
da-nts,  and  deserted  by  her  courtiers,  with  difticuity  j 
eeffated  her  escape  to   England  bf  the  aid  of  one  or  | 
two  American  and  English   gentlemen.     The   most   i 
conspicuous  among  the  civilians  of  the  new  Govern'  I 
ment  were   M.  Jules   Fatke,   SI.  Gambbtta,   and   r 
M.  JiocHEFOBT,  who  w9a  now  liberated  from  prison. 
General   Tkochu,   though   he   wm   known  not  to 
favour   a   Republican   Government,  was  bv  general   I 
consent   placed   at  the  head  of  the  Admimstration, 
end  charged  with  the  defence  of  Paris.   The  danger 
of  a  siege  was  imminent,  for,  with  the  exception  o(    | 
a   column   under   General  Vrjoy,  which   had  been    . 
too  late   to  Join  MauMakon,  there  were  no  regular 
troops  outside   of   Metz  ;  and,  within   four  or  five 
days  after  the  catastrophe  of  Sedan,  the  Kikg,  with 
the  army  of  the  Cbown  Prince,  began.  *&.  "^a,- 
opposed  march  upon  Paria,    ti.e,«,H^^  TQBmKviM."MA 
prsrioaglj  been  taken    tor  hiim(Ami?,'flw.c*."3  "^*; 
proriaiom;  the  roads  and  iii\iciii6\Q.'fio»-&«»«^- 
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boiirliood  were  broken  up,  tuid  uU  the  scattered 
ti'cuips  ivitiiiu  roach  were  toliectad  to  &ea!st  iii  the 
defeucB,  together  willt  Inr^o  detuohmeutG  of  Mobilii 
Guurds  from  the  itrovinoos,  aud  witli  tlie  ab] 
bodied  part  of  the  citj  population.  The  membe 
of  tbe  new  GSuvernniaiit  at  first  parsuaded  tliem^ 
Bolves  that  no  actuul  resistuice  would  be  necessary>. ' 
Sums  TBgue  phnuefl  in  one  uf  the  Kins  at  Puc^ssu.'a 
pioclamatioiiH  vrere  intitrproted  into  a,  Btatemaut 
tlutt  he  m&dv  war  on  the  Emperok,  and  not  on  the 
nation.  The  Eupehoii,  it  wkb  su([sested,  wua  now 
inipriHoned  and  deposed  ;  and  the  dominant 
Rspublieana,  however  Kealoimly  they  tni^t  -— =■ 
foniier  times  hsYo  prpachcd  the  doctrine  of  ProL. 
ai;^aad5zement,Iiad  recuutly  extended  theiroppof 
tion  against  the  EhiPRiioit  to  liis  wulike  policjr.  . 
was  commonly  boliercd  in  Paris  that  tue  Qeutrol 
PowoTs  would  otter  their  mediation  ;  and  the 
English  Govornaont  would,  in  fDct,  williudly  hara 
promoted  a  paciTicution  if.it  had  not  OEcertMned 
tliat  any  overtitreB  for  peace  would  be  HUmmarilyj 
rejected  by  the  viclArioua  Gorman^.  M.  Tbi  ' 
undertook  a  roving  comtuiawon  to  the  difl'ei 
EuTOfiean  eapitals,  commencing  ivitli  London 
all  his  appli rations  were  rejected.  Opinion  la 
Germany  waa  violently  excited  bj  success,  and 
bistt>ri<!U  reminiscenaes  combined  with  roaaons  of 
alleged  military  expediency  to  produce  a  land  and 
general  demand  tor  the  cession  of  Alsace  and 
Lorraine,  It  was,  in  truth,  superfluans  to  lake 
jtreoautions  for  the  safety  of  a  nation  which  had  so 
oonclusivel;  established  ita  superiDTitir  over  ita 
adversatv.  The  Provisional  Government,  or  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  determined  to  remain  in  Patia, 
aiwr  despatching  two  of  tbeir  number — M. 
Cbbmjbvx  and  M.  GLAia'Bizois—to  establish  a 
Delegate,  OT  Supplementerj  Go\ecM6wA.»!i.'^s(0Si. 
The  communication  otP&na«VfclV«»^^t^i^~^ 
ceased  with  the  comoletiaB  oi  ^^  ^^ 


>bil«  ^^^ 
ablei^^l 
iber^^H 

lary^^^^^l 
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Ihb  19th  ot   September.     A   few  daja  afterwarda,  ' 


Royal  Hesd-QuarterB  at  PemfersB  for  the  purposo 
of  attempting  to  negotiate  an  ArmistJoe,  and  oC 
Bounding  the  North  Qermau  OniWcELLOE  on  tho 

K9siblB  conditions  o!  peace.  The  Comraittee  of 
ifence  readily  acknowledged  the  imperfection  of 
ita  title,  and  Count  Bisuakck  profesaed  himself 
anxioiiB  to  facilitate  the  Section  of  an  Aaaemblj 
which  might  represent  the  country.  He  iraisted 
th»t  the  principle  of  a  transfer  of  territory  should 
be  admitted,  although'he  hna  never  to  the  present 
time  defined  the  extent  of  his  demands  ;  and,  on 
the  other  liand,  M.  Fatre  declared,  with  nnseaaon- 
able  eloquence,  tlittt  while  the  (GoyernmBnt  would 
]iay  any  pecuniary  compensation  in  its  power,  it 
would  never  surrender  an  inch  of  the  territory  of 
Fraiich  or  a  atone  of  her  fortresses.  It  wai  found 
as  impracticable  to  ariTinge  the  conditions  of  an 
ArmiBtice  us  to  agree  on  conditions  of  Peace.  M. 
Favbk  peremptorily  refused  to  surrender  Straaburg 
and  Toul^  thongh  both  [ortressos  were  on  the  eve  of 
capitulation,  and  hs  reiected,  with  just  indignation, 
a  bint  that  one  of  the  Paridau  forts  should  be  eivea 
up.  According  to  the  Prussian  version  of  the  iutet^ 
views  there  would  hnvo  been  no  objection  to  an 
alternative  for  tlie  poBsesaion  of  Mont  ValifriBn  j 
and  both  Strasburg  and  I'oul  capitulated  witliin  £vq 
■  days  after  M.  Favhe's  return  to  Paris.  The  defence 
of  Straaburg,  tliuii^b  it  was  rather  respectable  than 
obstinate,  had  excited  enthusiastic  admiration  in 
Paris  and  throughout  France.  During-  the  re- 
mainder of  the  month  the  »arrison  of  Paria  cngageil 
in  some  triflini;  BkirmisheB  with  tho  besieging 
troops,  and  Bakaine  made  two  or  three  vigoroiiii 
but  inefieetive  sorties  from  MeVt.  TV«  twL-cV'^Vi^i-,  ' 
of  Paris  appeared  inevitnlile,  ■un\csR"BvL>.T^*'-™°'^ 
fiosceetl   in    cot-lnQ    u,    t\ie  i:esc:UB 'Wi.^'o-^'^*  **' 
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The  B«d  Republions  of  Lyona  and  IVfaneilJei 
scarcely  rcL'Uj^iized  the  authority  of  the  Committor 
of  Defence,  and  in  P&ria  itself  the  aaine  factiogu 
embarraaMd  Geueral  Tr.ocHu  and  hia  coUe^aea  ' 
duuiujidiiig,  on  pain  of  insurrection,  premati 
action  against  the  enemy.  All  the  ptoepects  of  ' 
war  were  changed  by  the  arrival  at  Toura,  on  .  __ 
9th  of  October,  of  M.  Gahbetta,  wlio  had  moda 
his  way  out  of  Paris  in  a  balloon.  Only  two  oi 
three  years  ago,  as  a  youne  advocate,  M.  Gambetta 
liad  acquired  audden  popularity  by  a  violent  attack 
on  the  Emperor  in  the  couraa  of  a  political  trial. 
Entering  the  Legislative  Body  in  1809  as  one  of  ths 
menihers  for  Paris,  he  eBtablislied  an  unexpActad 
reputation  for  ability  and  judgment  ;  and  now  he 
aaauiued  without  hesitation  the  civil  and  milttarj' 
Kovernment  of  Fiance  oiitHide  tha  valla  of  Paria. 
llis  RcpnbliLAU  deolamationa  and  his  aiidacioui 
reports  of  fabuloua  victories  pt'obably  suited  the 
taste  of  his  countrymen,  though  they  provoked  the 
ridieule  oE  the  Germans  and  the  distrust  of  neutrals, 
Hia  acts  proved  to  be  more  creditable  than  his 
Bueeclies,  when,  havine  quietly  Bupeiseded  h\% 
elderly  and  useless  colleagues,  lie  pushed  on  with 
indefatigable  activity  the  formation  of  a  new 
nationaT  arroy.  Qa  tha  10th  Orleans  was  taken 
after  a  succession  of  combata  bv  the  Bavariana 
under  GuDorul  \os  der  Tanm,  but  the  Uermon 
forces  were  not  suUiciently  niuneroua  to  advaJice 
further  south  as  long  a»  170,000  men  were  detoined 
arotind  Hutz.  Later  experience  has  shown  that 
the  chance  of  retrieving  the  fortunes  of  the  war 
depended  on  the  tenacity  and  fidelity  of  Bazaine, 
bat  since  the  proolaination  of  the  Republic  iai  Paris 
the  Marshal  had  been  seized  with  the  desire  of 
acting  a  great  political  part  instead  of  confinine 
himself  to  his  military  duty.  On  the  21at  of 
October  General  Boyek  arrived  at  Versailles  on  ■ 
-va^dentiai  miiuoa  itinn.  'Ms-'ti^  Buuiss  ;  and 
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about  the  lame  time  General  BooBs.tKi  convejed  a 
mjBterious  roessage  from  tiie  Marslml  to  the 
EupKESs,  now  reaiSing  in  Ei^land.  It  afterwatds 
tmiupired  that  Bazaj\h  had  concerted  with  the 
FmaBiaa  OoTemment  a  piyjject  of  Bunimonin^'  the 
■ijeonte  and  Legislative  Body  to  meet  in  some  iDWti 
ia  tka  Horth  of  France,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Emfbsss  and  the  protection  of  liis  army,  to  eatabliah 
»  Regencj  on  behsli  of  the  PitiNUG  Impebial,  and 
to  negotiate  a  Peace  nhicti  would  have  been  practi- 
catly  dictated  by  the  Cuanoelloil  of  the  Con- 
FEDEBA07.  A  more  crazy  plan,  except  as  far  as  it 
would  have  suited  the  purpose  of  the  Pruaaiaua  and 
their  allies, wa«  never  dcTised  by  a  loldier  iniBtaking 
hiroaelf  for  a  statesman.  The  plot  was  defeated  by 
tbe  good  aaQHo  of  tiio  EMfHBsa,who  refused  to  listeA 
lo  tliH  proposal  ;  and  immediately  afterwards,  on 
the  29th  of  October,  the  great  fortrcBs  ot  Metz  aur- 
reodered,  nith  the  three  Marahali,  B^zajne,  Can- 
ROBKItr,  and  LEsffiLip,  with  the  \tti.riiii  (ieneval 
CHAKOARKlBH,who  had  gallantly  otlurtd  hia  aervices 
to  his  country  in  her  muifortuno,  with  (•enerals  in 
■coreB  and  olhcera^n  thousands,  with  170,000  men, 
and  all  thoir  weapons,  stores,  and  materials.  Of 
the  niBgnitieent  army  which  had  oiiteied  on  the 
campaign  leds  than  three  mnnths  befure,  nearly  all 
the  iiirvWoro  were  now  pnaoners  in  Germany  ;  yet 
the  li^sources  of  France  under  vigomuB  guidance 
were  inch  that  the  preaencci  of  Pvlnce  Fiiei>ki:ick 
CHAJttiis  with  tho  army  whinh  Imil  ii'vnded  Fruicu 
was  now  urgently  required  in  a  (iislaiit  part  of  tlie 
Beat  of  war.  If  Bazaink  had  prolonged  the  defence 
tor  another  month,  a  relJeTing  aimy,  of  whii'li  t,'ie 
Bsiatpnce  had  recently  been  doubted,  woidd  abtiost 
!)ort*inly  have  made  its  way  to  the  UHiglibourlnKid 
*f  Paris.  In  the  laal  days  of  October,  nt  tlio  earnest 
InalaJico  of  the  English  Government,  M.  Tiiu 
irho  hud  returned  nom  Peti'rBbiirg,  Vienna,  ' 
Ifloretioo,  wa«   received    at  Viitw-Viyi.  sv^vet 
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mimicfttinff  with  M.  Gambbtta  and  with  the  Ooo^ 
mitteeof  DefenceinParin.     Count  Bismakck  aj, 
expressed   his  readiiiess   to   gmtit  an  Anmstice  (( 
the  couvocatioii   of  a   National  Assoiably,  but  thfl 
negotifttion   broke   oft  on  his  refusal  to  allow  PariT 
tii   bu  revicluiJIed  iii   the  interval.     Aii  &bortiil| 
insurrection  attempted  at  ths  Mnie  time   i 
by  Plovkbnx   and  the  extreuiti  Republican  fi 
afforded  additional  eonfideuce  to  the  Oermana. 

In  the  meantime  Gahbetta,  who  had  nevwfl 
approved  the  Armiatice  or  a  Genera]  Election,  bad 
organized  anuies  in  formidable  Bumbera,  though  ol 
quality  far  inferior  to  that  of  tlie  enemy,  in  varioui 
parte  of  France,  Count  Kubatsit  raised  forcea  in 
Brittany  ;  General  Boutibaki  tor  a  time  com- 
manded ill  the  North  ;  and  Gabibaldi,  whose 
'eathor-headed  eiithuaiaam  for  the  Republic  had 
brought  him  to  Tours,  was  associated  with  General 
CauBBTEL  in  the  Vosges.    The  main  array,  called 


Crimea,  and  a  strict  disciplinarian.  I)n  the  10th  ol 
November,  at  the  approach  of  a  ^eatly  superior 
force.  General  vciif  pkk  Tanm  evacuated  Orleftna, 
and  at  the  nei);hbouriiig  villago  of  Uoulmien 
iJ'Aui'RLLR  obtained  over  his  tod  need  forect 
the  first  French  victory  of  the  war,  VoN 
liRii  Tank  retired  in  good  order,  and  the  arrival  ol 
tlie  Duke  of  Mrcklrnsoro  witii  conaiderabla  rein- 
fiirccmciits  prevented  D'Aubbllb  from  pursuuiKhii 
Fucccas  ;  but  tidings  of  a  change  of  fortune  wnicb 
wci-o  soon  made  known  in  Parii  produced  a  great 
otl'cct  ou  tlie  courage  and  spirits  of  the  French. 
t^inco  thu  recapture  of  Orleans,  neither  a  long  sue 
'-■ssioii  of  faihirea,  iwr  tVe  ca.v'Wi**-'**'*^  "^"^  '™>ss1^^ 

*■■■-,   of   Rouen  and  ^^^'^^^^''t ^^''t^S^^ 
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ultimate  trtiimpii.  About  the  middle  of  November 
PrinceFsECERicECji.tRLEsetfeRtedhisjtjiictioiiiTitli 
the  Duke  of  Mbcklenbitio,  and  assumed  the  nhief 
command  of  the  German  Army  of  the  Loire,  while 
General  Manteutfei.  advanced  as  far  as  Amiens, 
to  covor  the  hesippog  army  round  J'aria  from 
poasible  attempts  to  diiturb  its  operations  from  the 
Bouth-frest.  The  expenditure  of  life  during  the 
campaign,  and  the  ndcossitj  of  having  large  detach- 
meuts  to  guard  the  wimmuniciitions,  htid  reduced 
the  number  of  the  German  Army  of  the  Loire  to 
00,OIK)  men,  now  opposed  to  twice  their  number. 
D'AritELLE  oonatructed  large  intrenchments  in  the 
forest  north  of  lirlenns,  oiid  after  howb  faints  of 
moving  round  the  enemy's  riglit  wing,  having  aa 
aorurately  OS  pofiBibla  conacrted  hisarraut^Qmenta 
with  General  Tkochii,  he  nttauked  the  German  left 
on  the  2Ttlii  of  November  at  Iteanno-lai-RioIaniie. 
The  Frenrh  regular  troops,  and  especially  the 
Pnnti&cal  I^ouavci  under  Gensrol  CiiAiE£i-ni,  made 
gallant  efforts  to  open  tlic  rood  to  Pnria  ;  but  t)ie 
mw  levies  wliii'h  formed  the  bulk  of  the  French 
nrmy  were  luiable  to  resist  the  steady  discipline  of 
the  Germans,  und  at  tlie  rJose  of  the  day  tlie 
French  were  utterly  defeated.  On  the  39tli,  when 
CAvKBLLE,  if  ha  had  aucceeded  in  his  attempt, 
would  have  been  within  hearing  of  the  guns  of 
Paris,  General  Tkocuu,  uuder  cover  of  a  gener4iJ 
fire  from  the  font,  directed  sorties  against  the 
German  positions  on  the  west  and  south-west  of 
the  city,  and  on  the  following  day  his  aeooud  in 
command,  Uenoral  Ducbot,  after  an  accidental 
delay,  crossed  the  Heme  to  the  east  of  Paris,  with 
a  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  Bsliniated  at  more 
than  fiO,000  men.  In  a  series  of  desperate  condicta 
wiih  the  troops  of  Saxony  and  W^iI^«ltAlW^t;^''-" 
tending  arar  three  days,  the  Vi\fca,«  ol  CVKoai'uefl  ■. 
Srie,  and  VillierB  were   taken  b^  tf\*  "Ixtsv.iJa.'wve- 
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of  December  Pccrot  recrosscd  the    Mtme,  bttvtiu 
inQicted  heavjr  loaa  on  the  enemy,  but  havins  failea 
to  mnke  nay  itupreBaion  on  tlie  German  lina  d 
investment.     Tlia  relievin<T  army  held  in  the   rneau- 
tims  been   driven   still   further  from   Paris  by  tbSi   1 
recapture  of  Orleans  on    tha   4th,  after  a  Qerman    | 
victory  at  Artenayon  the  2d.    A  pitrt  of  the  French  j 
army  retreated  acroui  the  Loire,  but  the  !>ieat  maaa  j 
dividing  into     two    Beporate   arniics,   commnndei  1 
reHpei^tively,  nfter  the  diBiniaaiil   of  U'Aubellb,  by   I 
General  Qoi^bbiki  and  General  Chanzt,  retreated  I 
to  the  south-east  and  eouth-west  on  the  right  bonk   | 
of  the  river.     While  Prince  Fkederick  Ohaslbs,    I 
lately  promoted  with  Ma  cousin  the  Ciiowif  Pbisci  | 
to  the  rank  of  Marahal,  followed  Boorqaki  towardi 
Bourget  and  Nevars,  the   Dulie  of    MsoELENituiui, 
IQ   a   sorias  of   engagements   from  the  10th  to  tha 
14tli     of     Deoember,  slowlj^    compelled    Genenil    I 
Chanzv  to  retire  from  a  series  of  strona  poeitiona 
in  the   neighbourhood  of  Mnrchenoir.     The  more- 
menta  of  the  (lermans  on  both   Bidee   of   tlw   Loire 
nonr  compeUod  the   Delegation  to  remove  their  seat 
of  Governriicnt  to  Bordoaui,  and  General  Chamzv, 
no   longer   embarrasBed  by  the  duty  of  protecting 
Touts,  meved  westward,  perhaps  with  tha  purpose 
of  drawing  reinforcementa  from   Brittany.     As  lata 
M  the  20th  of  December  there  was  no  Garman  force 
in  the  direct  line  between  General  Osaxzy  and 
Paris,  bnt  the   Duke  of   Meosi.BKbubo  was  strong 
enough  to   continue  his  adviince  on  Tours,  joining 
Iiands  with  a  jiart  of  the  pKiHCE-MAiiSHii.'N   army, 
which  continued  to  mnva  nlont;  the   right   bank   oE 
the  Loire.    Tours  itaolf  ultimately  surrendered,  but 
it   has  not  hitherto  been  permanently  occnpied  by 
the   Oermani.    General    Masteuffel   about   the 
came  time  defeated  General  Faidhbbbe  in  soma 
combats   of  secondary  importEince,  and  about  the 
f'th  of  Docemher  a  detachro.eo.t  oi  Vvk  iciK«»  nached 
tiia  sea  ceast   at  Uieppe.     la  ''^ft  w«».  QsmsaA. 
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Wf-tsder  defeated  a  considerable  bddy  fiE  troops  at 
Nuits,  n^Sir  Dijon  ;  and  at  all  points  tlie  vaet  outer 
circle  which  covoi-ed  t!io  aiesje  of  Paris  remained  | 
impenetrable  to  the  peraerering  attacks  of  Ihe 
French  ;  yet,  after  five  months  of  war,  tha 
French  armies  wore,  through  the  eneraj'  o( 
GiMBETTA,  nuraoriciilly  stronger  tlian  when  th^ 
EuPEnoR  advanced,  at  the  bej^iuning  of  Atigiiat, 
from  Bletz  to  Saarbrilok.  linmcdiately  before 
Ohristmas  General  Faidqeiibe  fought  a  battle  wtth 
Mjktbutfbl,  in  wiiich  botlt  eiAet  claimed  the 
victory  ;  and  Dijon  was  evacuated  by  the  Gorman 
forces  and  occupied  by  Ga.ribaxi>c. 

The  collateral  evils  and  dangers  arising  from  thq 
war    must     have    convinced    the    most    obatinnta 
believers  in  a  policy  of  iBolation  how  universally  the 
aecurity  of   Europe  is  affected  by  a  conftici  botweeq 
two  of  its  grejitost  Powers.     The  general  sympathy 
of  England  with  a  junt  cause  failed  Co  conuiliate  tlia 
RoodwiU  of  the  Prussian  Govnrnment  or  oE    tha 
German  array  and  nation.    Durinjj  the    Ci'imeaii 
War    arms     and     munitions    of     war    Iiad    been    ] 
freely    exported    from     Prussia    to    Ilussia ;     and 
recently    rilled     cannon      and     ammunition    have 
been  furnished  to  the  French  in  enormous  quan- 
tities,   not     only    by    private     American   traders, 
but  by  the  War  Department   at  Washington.     Thfl 
North  German  Govommont  has  expressly  forbidden 
its  Consul  at  New  York  to  interfere  with  the  tratfio    ' 
in  arms,  and  the  rolalions  of  tlia  Confederation  witl|    j 
the   United   Slates  are  friendly  and  even  intimate  ;    i 
yet   a   comparatively   insigulGi^ant    exportation    ol   ] 
arras   from   England  to  France  has  served  as  a  pre-    | 
text  for  repeated  protesta.     In   his   first   complaint    j 
on  the  subject  Count   Bbrm3IOIiff,  conscious  of  tho    , 
legal  weakneti  of  his  case,  invented  a  new  doctrine 
of  benevolent   neutrality  which   OM^t,  aa  'p*  lyiii- 
tended,  to  have  been  otservei'b^^i^'^^oi.-    ^^^\ 
GsASfvuLB,  ia  &  despatch  edu^ifiY  ty!i\jxNftK.\js  s^*- 


concluaivp,    showed,  with   little   diSicultj',  that  t 
benevolence    to   one     bellieerent    couJd   only   h . 
Exercised    at    the    expense    of    the    other,   Count 
Bernktobft's    proposed   rule    tor   the  conduct    (rf, 
neutral*  involved  a  contrailictiou  in  terniB  ;  yet  thsl 
complaint    wna    repeated    in     stronger     langua^ — 
although   the   new  parodon  was   retracted  ;  and     , 
v/B£   difficult   to   avoid  a  suaptcion  that  Count  B» 
MAKCE  had  some  political  reoBon  For  displaying  colt^ 
nes*  to   England.     Tlie   conjecture   seemed   to  ba 
confirmed   wiien,  in   the   middle  of  November,  tb^ 
RuBsian   Oovemment  suddenly   issued  a   Circulai 
audaciously  repiidiBttni{   a  princi^l   clause   in  thi 
Paris  Treuty  of  1S5G,     The  prohibition  of  the  niainS 
tenance  of  a  Russian  Seet  and  arsniinl  in  Che   Blae 
Sea  was  the  price  of  the  disi^ontiniioiiue  of   th 
end   the   logical   expression   of     its  results, 
denunciation   of  the  treaty   was  misaliievouaj  ina 
much  as  it  renetral  the  danger  of  Husaian   a, 
sion   on    Turkey  ;     but    a    graver    objection 
founded  on  the  blows  which  tlie  Unssinn  lieclar 
tion    inflicted    on    the   fuith   of   treuties.      Prtuo^ 
GoaTi;HAKOFi''s   Imuihty    announcement    of 
Empbeor's     intention    to    lespeut    the    remaii .  , 
provisions  of  the  treaty   impiiLitly  claimed  for  one 
party  to  n  contrkot  the  right   of    titstingiiiahini 
between   the   more  or  less  onerous   covenants  b~ 
which  he  waa  bound.     In  a  forcible  despatch   1 
ORANVntB  protested,  on  behalf  of  his  GovemniBnt, 
against  the   Russian   claim,  reserving   the  right  of 
opposing  any  attempt  to  carry  the  doctrines  of   the 
Circular   into    eflecl.     A    second  enchnnge    of  de- 
spatches  left  the   controvprsy  where  it  stood  ;  and. , 
Lord  Grakville's  arguments  were  urged  on  Russia^ 
with  various   decrees  of  force,  hj  Austria,  TurkayJS 
and  Italy.  Mr.  Ono  Russell  was  sent  to  the  Kiso'^ 
Head-QuRiteTB  at  VeiBaittoslo  bw^^bmi,'*.  v:^*K5Ar 
whether  the  North  German  Go-jmrnw^  ^  ^ 
privy  to   th«    offenaivt   loemw   o^    iwus*. 
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CTrctilar  had  been  Issued  trheo  it  nUKlit   haTe   been      ^1 
thu^i)jht  that  the   war  was  practically  ended  by  tha 
imoiinant    or   actual    aurrender    of    Metz.      The 
publication  of   the   documeut   while  the    German 
armies    atill   lay  ciutaide  the  walls  of   Paris  was  in- 
opportune and  uDwek'oine.     Th»  iinm«iliBt«  risk  of     ^H 
collision  was  adjourned  by  the  general   adoption   of     ^H 
Count  BisMAJti'K's  proposal  of  a  Confereui.'e.  Buasia     ^H 
has   already   obtained  u  partial     triumph    by   the     ^H 
virtual  admission  that  a  plain  cause  io    a  treaty  i»      ^^ 
a  proper  subject  for  discussion  ;  but  a   Confersncb 
may  pn)bab]y  find  some  alternative  mode  of  protect- 
ing  Turkey   a^joiast     ifussian    aggression.      More 
recently  u   secoud  shock   to  the   faith   of  treatiea 
seemed  to  be  eiven  by  Count  Bismarck'^  declara- 
tion  that   Luiamburg  had  forfeited  the  neutrality 
which  was  guaranteed  by  the  Great  Poirers  as  lately 
■B  1867  i  but  his  langiiuge  admits  of  an  interpreta- 
tion  by  wtiivh   it  would   conrey  a   menace,  not   ol 
elitical    interference,   but   of     military   reprisals, 
ince    Gobtuhakopf's    first    Circular    hdU    been 
accompanied  by  a  note,  in  which  ]ia   assured   Lord 
Ghanvillb   of   the   Emperor's  anxiety  to  maintnin 
friendly   relations   and   to  uo-operate  with  England 
m   dealing  ivitli   tliu    Eastern   question.     There   ia 
reason   to   believe    that    some    tiuie    earlier    M, 
Catacazv,   Kussiiu   Minister  at   Washington,  had 
aounded   the   Secretary  of   State   iti  a  proposal  foi 
pressing  the  Alabama  claims  na  a  diversion  for  the 
embarrassment   of   the  English  Government,     Tha 
overtui-e  was  not  eucoui-aged  by  Mr.  Fish  j  but  tiia 
President,  who  1ms  gradually  lost  ground  with     ^m 
the   Republican   pai-ty,  appears  to  haVe  seen  io  th»    ^H 
Ktissiau   suggestion   a   uieuns  of  reviving  his  popu-     ^H 
larity.     The   ltuiu.in.7i   Government  has  taken  soma    ^H 
trouble  to  give  publicity  to  the   fact   that   GanecaJL      ^B 
GsAifT  had  written  :»  private  \«tliBi;  \o  "lW  t-as-sW"* 
aa  cAe  subject  of  BpoasiWe  jinolwjnoi^-'aft  **^^**^^^ 
and   ffuwiMU    flsata   ia    a,  vm  W^tti.  "fi.\iii»»a~      *-^*" 
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Btorv  may  possibly  be  a  Bction,  but  th*  PrE!'IDENT'B4 
Qunuuct  has  iu  all  coapectB  conformed  to  tile  propos"* 
of  the   Kusiaaii  Dtimater-     Cloaely  folloffiog  in  t) 
Eleps  of  the  notorious  General.  Butler,  who  hL, 
lately  delivored  ^  aeries  of  inllauunatory  speeches 
dgaiiist     England,   Qenernl    UB;IM,   in     liia    '»*< 
Muss^e   to   Con}(ress,  insists  on  the  unconditioiialfl 
payiucDt  of  tliB  Alabama  claims,  on  a  iiiodiiic&tioitl 
uf  tlia  law  aud  practice  of   the   Oanadian   ftaheriavf 
OIL  the  cnuceesiou  to  the    United  States  of  tli«^ 
navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  even  on  ■ 
frivolous  and  ridiculous  rectification   to  an   imper- 
ueptibltt  extent  of  the  Nortli-Wcstem  frontier.     As 
the     Kcpubliuan     piLperB    iinaDimously    approved 
Ucoeral  Uuany's  Uiisiuits  manifesto,  there  is  reaaoa 
to   hope  that  Ills   donuwtic  object  may  ba  attained 
without    a    war     t^aiiLst     Enjilnud.       Constantly 
MlvaDciug  iu   prosperity  and  wi.h   tlie   power  and 
l>iirp<)se  of   ncci'lui'Hling  tltoiv  progress  by  the  abau- 
iloiiiiii'iit  i<f  Hi>  aliNiii'd  ciinimevoisil    syatum,   the 
|i'^ijl>li.'  uf  liio  l.'nitLMl  titiLtesBhow  no  present  inclinar- 
i'uirx  t'l  wayLa  ilieir  aii1)staiica  in  wanton  mid  nnpm- 
vuki:^!  T.ir?.     'I'hc   iJciisus   of  tile  preaiint  year  will 
liiu'j^ibly  e1i<'\v  Hint   thu   popnl.ition   of   the   States  ■ 
n>ii.>'i!i:>  <o  :i)f,tM'\,iHia,  and  noithur  turbulenue  niufij 
BiV.f->tv.'.'i  lu'it  11  ro<i'!ii'utl  to  mabo  the  United  8tata«| 
u'itliiu  a  slioTi  pci'iud  tlie  iDOiit  pi>werfrii   nu  ' 
tUo  wiild. 

While  I'r^nce  rushed  into  war  witli  Gennany  in 
fSMiitnieat  of  ihu  UoiiF:3izoi,i.t:iiK  nomination, 
iipiiii:,  like  n  trivelier  who  liBH  cArelitfily  set  an 
aviiiiudi*  in  in-jtioii.  pursued  hor  own  voune  *ith- 
out  regkrii  le  Lliddrstitlit  ruin.  AfUi'  an  interval, 
Miirihai  1'ilim,  rc'.iivniiii;  ti.-  his  first  plan,  entered 
iatn  ueguliatioBi>  with  Italy  for  tl\«  auccptonca  of 
the  d-'iirn  vi  ftv^wvu  \isYcvtico  kAt-vYK.*, «K»wd 
so/j   ofViLTOi:  t:MX.i^Ni:\^\..    \l\vcft  *««k^<»w 
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ItaJy,  and   a  pittusiblo   objectinn  was   raieed  to  thh   J 
uhoii«  of  a  King  ot  Spain,  who  was  at  the  time  heir    ' 
preBumptivB   of   Italy.     Tho   family   diificulcy  ha*    . 
been   removed  hy  the   hirth   of  a   pon   to   Prini»    | 
UMBEJtTo  ;  aod  tho  KiNd  took  a   lively  interest    i 
the  elovntion  ot  his  younger  son.     On  the  Kith  of    , 
Nnyeitiher,   in   spite   of  angry  opposition   hy   the    | 
Eopublicans,  the  Cortea  eleuted  the  Dnke  of  Aost*. 
Kint;  hy  the  Totefl  of  a  eoDsidnrablo  majority  of  tb6    I 
whole   nuiiiher  ot   memhera.     A  deputation  of  tha    i 
Cortea,  hended  by  the  President,  wns  received  with   I 
Btatoly  hospitality  at  Florence,  and    King  Ahadeub   j 
will  probably  enter  Madrid  to-morrow.     Tha  lavr^   j 
leHB  violence  which  lias  too  often  disgraced  Spanish   ( 
political  factions  has  been  reuewed  by  an  attampl 
on  Che  life  of  Marshiil  FniM;  but  all  sections  of  tha 
Liberal  party  are  rallying  ronnd  the  GoTomment, 
and  Admiral    Topete,  hitherto   the  strenuous  snp- 
porter  of  the  Duke  of  Montpkssiek,  hns  reHumod 
liis   place   in   the   Cabinet.     The   most  remarkable 
circiunstance   in   the  annexation  of   Rome  and  ita 
territory  to   the   Kingdom   of  Italy   is  the  langtiid 
indifference   with    which    tile    transfer    has    been 
regarded    hy  Catholic    Christendom.      A    changft 
which  woidd   once   hare   convnlsed   the  world  ha«    , 
(ailed  to  divert  attention  from  the   more   absorbing    , 
ipectacle  of  the  French  and  German  War.     Within 
tha  same  yuar  the  Papacy  has  assumed  the  liigheat 
Bpiritiial  exaltation  to  leliich  it  could  aspire,  and  it 
has  lost  the  temporal  sovereignty  which  it  had  held 
for  a  thousand  yeius.     An  assemblage  of   the  pre- 
lates  of   the  I^tin    Communion,  calling   itself   all 
tEcuraenical  Council,  commenced  at  the  beginning 
ef  the  year  the    discussions  which    by  previous 
arrangement   were    to     issue    in  proclaiming,  tha 
infallibility'  of  the  Pofb,    In  Wb  ab¥K\Ns»  lA  ■^<'"" 
import&nt  events  the  debates  mHt.'S*ttt^***5w^ 
some  eiCemal  notice  liy  H\e  spmtcA  o?^^w^  ^ 
*a  latQUJseai  minoritir  to  tka  nweV  ia«»».'ia>  "*^ 


iK  imrvki  siniTMABT— IBTII. 

Pope.  The  n,h1esti  English  uid  Americiin  Bi^hnpv,  »V 
section  ni  the  French  Episnopacy,  hsaded  by  thsT 
Archbiehnp  of  Paki!i  &nd  tlis  Bishop  of  Okleans,  ' 
the  most  learned  Hishops  of  Germany  and  Austria, 
»nd  the  collective  hierarchy  of  Hung»ry,eiiden¥otired 
to  demonstrate  the  tm  inability  of  an  inipossihl* 
proposition  which  hapjiened  to  be  directly  contrik- 
diclod  by  history  as  well  as  by  reason  ;  hut  Iho 
Fopb|  had  anticipated  opposition  by  largely  adding 
to  the  number  of  pralateBgovemingimainRuyseM  ; 
and  the  crowd  of  subserrient  Italiac  Bishops  out- 
numbered the  eoclesiaECtcal  reprsRentatives  of  tha 
centres  of  ctTilimtion.  After  much  useless  con- 
troversy, the  doctrine  of  Infallibility  wb»  proclaimed 
ft  few  days  after  the  French  Declaration  of  War, 
Many  of  the  dissidents  have  since  publicly 
acquiesced  in  the  dacisioD  ol  the  Council,  and  th« 
dogmaiBnoiidefinitiv6!T,i<lded  to  the  burden  which 
appears  to  he  t'Orne  witliout  difficulty  by  the  faith- 
ful. In  hia  nordly  afTairs  Plus  IK.  has  been  lesa 
fortunate.  At  the  beginning  of  the  tear  the  Italian 
Government  facilitated  the  withdrawal  ol  the 
French  garriaon  from  Rome  by  rsnewing  the  Sep- 
tember Convention  for  the  protection  of  the  I'apal 
territories  from  invasion.  The  subsequent  collapse 
of  the  military  power  of  France  and  the  overthrow 
of  the  Empire  stimulated  a  formidable  agitation  in 
Italy  for  the  acquisition  of  Rome.  Shrinking  from 
a  cotiflii't  with  the  Party  of  Movement, which  would 
have  borne  the  character  of  a  civil  war,  and  ex- 
pressly or  virtually  released  by  the  new  French. 
Government  from  engagements  contraoted  with  tha 
Emperor,  Signer  La.vza  and  his  colleagues  induced 
the  Kiso  to  order  the  occupation  of  Rome  on  th» 
transparent  preteit  of  protectine  the  Popb  ^tainst 
revolutionary  attacks.  On  the  12th  of  September 
the  /tei'an  Government  announwA  fet  w*«TAiou  of 
Mteriufi' the  Roman  States,  B,a4oi\^V«*JMD.».  wm 
"iWarabJa  Italian  armv  B.powa*A '^^'^o^*  ^^^  ***** 
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Koroe.  The  Pope,  nitii  laudable  prudence  and 
humanity,  directed  his  troops  to  maJie  only  a  formal 
reBJBtanoB  ;  and  after  the  ueremony  of  a  popular 
vote,  or  P(^!iiati(«,  tlie  Roman  State  was  pubiicly 
declared  to  have  beuome  a  part  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Italy.  A  new  Parliament,  elected  after  a  disaolu^ 
tion,  haa  since  conflrmed  the  annexation,  and  voted 
that  the  seat  of  Government  shall  be  transferred  to 
Koine.  The  Pope  still  occupies  the  so-called 
Leonine  City,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Tiber, 
including  the  Palac^e  of  the  Tatiuan,  tlie  Castia  nt 
St.  Angelo,  and  the  Church  ot  St.  Peter.  To  tho 
offara  by  the  Italian  Government  of  sovereign  rank, 
of  a  large  income,  and  of  the  maintenance  of  tha 
religious  establishments  of  Rome  ha  baa  replied  by 
refiiaa!  of  intercourse,  by  indignant  diplomatic  pro* 
teats,  and  by  a  sentence  of  the  major  ezcommunicn- 
tion,  in  which,  however,  the  King  is  not  mentioned 
by  name,  tt  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Popb 
should  acquiesce  in  hiaown  detlironement,  in  regard 
of  any  oonipensation  which  could  be  offered  ;  but 
unless  great  political  changes  occur,  there  appear! 
to  be  little  prospect  of  bis  restoration.  To  hia 
apylictttiim  for  aid  Austria  has  replied  by  a 
courteous  refusal,  and  Spain  haa  accepted  a  King 
from  the  family  of  the  Pope's  sacrdegious  op- 
pressor. Italy  is  herself  the  wrongdoer  against 
wham  he  invokes  asaiatanca,  and  France  will,  after 
the  conclusion  of  the  war,  scarcely  be  at  leisure  to 
engage  in  war  with  Italy  for  an  object  in  which  shs 
has  no  political  interest. 

While  the  mutual  relations  of  civilized  States 
have  been  elsewlieie  stra.ined  or  broken,  evnnte 
have  occurred  in  the  East  which  tend  to  show  their 
common  interest  in  tlie  topteawott  «fi  ViSf^isKiss^i- 
Tlie.nuns  of  a  French  coftMCiat  u.t '^\eft-^».-o.'*»' 
oUier  French   subjocta,  inciVu4m?t\\eti'i'»'*'^->.^'      ^ 

ffarderod  with  circuniHtancea  ot    ®:«'AWtW^'^     T. 

W-  Chiaem  rabble,    at  tU*  uxai.uia.'L^att  t.'i.     »" 


4W  ivmra  mnntxvr-lXHK 

Mttudftrlns  ot   fwik.      The   local  aiitlioriti**   have 
sinoe  beuu  collecting  troops  and  displaying  liostilit? 
to   the  forei^   setElera,   and  the    Europeau     and    . 
American  residents  have  only  obtniued   the  exeuOr  J 
tion    o£  a    few   obscure    persona,   of     whom    th*  fl 
luajorit;  irero  innocent  of  the  outrage.     The  rut-  1 
denta  were  previoualj  well  nivai-e  thnt   the   Chinen    ] 
aliimoaity  to    intfudora  had   not   abated,  and  that 
Mr.  BcKUKUHAUig'a  enihossy  hod  been  an  elaborate 
deueptioii.      Tlio    best    security  aeainst    another 
Chinese  war  will  be  found  in  a  resolute  policy,  sup- 
ported  by  a   Buitable   eiJiibitioii   of   force.     FivS' 
eiitlia  oi  the  foreign  commerce  of   China  is  carried 
on  by  English  merchants  ;  and  in  that  part  of   the 
world  the  oUicr  European  tradent  and  the  Americana 
11 r.,_^  gg[  j^  harmony  with   their    EuglisU    . 


in  any  other  part  of  tlie  world,  A  Canadian  foroa^ 
including  a  coutiouent  from  the  Imperial  army, 
rea:ched  the  Ued  ItiTer  Territory  without  resist^ 
uiicB  ;  and  the  petty  and  obsuure  inaunection  in 
thatdistrict  was  suppressed  without  furtbar  ti'ouble. 
At  a  later  period  tne  Canadians  tbemielves  dis- 
perBRd  a  piratical  body  of  iuvudors,  who  had  bees 
allowed  by  the  American  authorities  to  assouibLl 
for  purpoaea  of  hostility  on  the  border.  Tlie  ring<i 
leaderii,  after  a  siniTiiliLr  display  of  cowardice  and 
incapacity,  were  imprisoned  for  a  breach  of 
American  law,  and  shortly  aftcrwai'ds  rsleosed  by 
the  si^iiGcaut  clemency  of  the  FjtKniDEKT.  Tlia 
other  colonies  and  India  have  enioyed  perfect  trau' 
quilliW,  and  jiublie  eijuanimity  lias  only  been  dis- 
lufbed  by  oEc  g;rava  disaster.  Un  tho  12th  of  Sep- 
tember the  Cuptain  foundered  in  a  moderate  gala 
off  Cape  J'inisterre.  The  veaad  was  probably  th« 
most  formidabla  mar-Rt^^  w\n£ti  \va  srew  "oiuw, 
Itnilt,  and  het  desianeT,  Ca-p^-Q-  ^wa*,  -  " 
uithtuiaam  for  lu»  owa  mveu\:\<ia,>i»«'« 
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the  dftnger  of  instability  under  canvass.  Her  com- 
loandeT,  Ciqttaiii  BiruooYKR,  Captain  Coles,  and 
five  hundred  gallant  officers  and  meli  were  lost 
with  the  ship.  No  catastrophe  has  at  any  tima 
occasioned  a  giaater  shock  to  public  fceliu^;. 

The  interest  caused  by  foreign  afiairs  has  been  so 
overwhelming  that  it  has  rei) aired  an  eSbrt  to 
remember  hon  the  great  leuulative  tnensures  of 
the  year  are  atraiting  a  trial  of  their  results.  Tho 
receut  election  of  School  Boards  has  opportunely 
recalled  attention  to  one  domestio  question.  For 
the  first  time  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  thera 
has  been  a  revival  of  socul  and  political  activity  in 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  especially  in 
London.  The  novel  power  of  intrusting  to  a  single 
elected  body  the  task  of  organizing  primary  educa- 
tion for  tlie  whole  metropolis  has  oeen  attended  i 
with  preliminary  succesa.  The  adoption  of  the 
cumulative  vote  has  secured  to  all  the  principal 
■ections  of  opinion  representation  on  the  Board  ; 
and  tlie  personal  qualifications  of  many  of  the  suc- 
cessful candidates  are  highly  respectable.  The 
largo  towns  have,  with  tew  exceptions,  adopted  the 
proviaions*  of  the  Act  by  the  election  of  School 
Boards  ;  but  in  rural  districts  education  will  pro- 
babiy,  for  the  present,  be  chiefly  provided  by  volun- 
tary effort.  The  advocates  of  secular  education 
have  been  almost  everywhere  defeated  at  tke  polls 
by  tho  members  of  religious  denominations, 
withstanding  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
chisms  and  formulai-ies,  Churchmen  agree  with ' 
Dissenters  in  the  expediency  of  inculcating 
Christian  doctrine,  and  their  united  numbers  have 
proved  sufficient  to  overbear  all  resistanci 
triumph  of  two  out  of  threa  female  candidates  ii 
London,  wliile  it  iilustraten  ttve  e\ett\i\o'n».CTvw|,w^'ii 
lade  o[  the  sex,  will  furnish  a  aaie  s.Tii  wi'KsKdW 
KipoFtanity  of  teatin<r  tlie  adiin\'ci\fclT!v'i.vJ«i  '^V*^ 
of  woman.     Tie    duties  oi  tke  Sc^votA  ^<^^^** 
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bu   nt$,vy  during   the   period  of  organization  ;  btrf^ 

herealtar  their  atteation  will  be  miinlj^  occupied 
with  inatt«rB  of  detail,  and  with  the  important 
function  of  lelecting  competent  maBten.  The  elec- 
tion of  Lord  Laivre>ice  as  Chairman  of  tlie  London 
School  Board  has  giveu  general  wtistaction. 

Tliree  Fteochnien  of  emtnenca  in  widely  different 
brnnohes  of  literature  have  died  within  the  year. 
Alexandre  Buiias,  who  lived  to  see  the  downfall 
of  the  Empire,  though  his  powers  inspired  wonder 
nther  than  respect,  had  no  aiiperior,  or  equal,  in 
fertilitj  of  romantic  invsutiun.  Sot  wise,  or  wittr, 
or  instructive,  he  had  the  most  inexhauatiblB 
faculty  of  devising  wonderful  and  amusing  incidents. 
From  the  days  of  the  League  to  the  Bevolution  his 
works  form  a  continuously  niarvelioua  history  of 
France,  bearing  the  aaine  kind  of  relation  to  the  real 
coursB  of  events  wliich  eiists  between  a  bird'a  ey» 
view  and  an  accurate  map.  Uia  fictioni  hkve 
generally  a  certain  proportion  to  the  truth, 
although  they  are  always  exaKgerationa.  The 
more  logical  and  businesaliko  intellect  of  Prevost 
PiUiliOL  gave  way  under  the  pressure  of  politioftl 
nnxietyand  personal  voiation.  Heartily  deToted 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  order,  he  had  constantly 
assailed  the  Imperial  systen"  with  that  covert 
juircaam  and  polished  irony  which  result  from  the 
necessity  of  diaguising  invective  and  satire.  When 
the  Emperor  professedly  conformed  to  a  oonalitu- 
tional  Bystera,  Prevost  Pakadot.  accepted  the  post 
of  French  Minister  at  Washinaton  ;  hut  the  die- 
approval  of  bin  friends,  justified  by  the  Imperial 
Juggle  of  the  Plfbisrife,  and  followad  by  the  rupturo 
with  Prussia,  disturbed  a  sensitive  mind  till  it  lost 
itH  balance,  and  took  refuge  in  voluntary  death. 
M.  DB  MoHTALBMBERT,  a  not  less  tesolute,  if  leaa 
consistent  opponent  of  the  Empire,  was  fortunata 
in  not  living  to  wilneaa  fee.  Tnwlm^.'iwwa  of  hii 
cuuatry,    tliough  hia  Wva^^J  -V*  aaufeex  >»»&.  •* 
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GoTemmeni  received  a,  heavy  blow.  One  of  the 
most  eloqiient  of  Frencbmen  in  speecli  and  writing', 
he  had  davoted  his  genius  to  the  defence  of  tha 
Kom&n  Catholic  Church,  and  to  the  hopeleEs  enter- 
prise of  ruconciling  euclesiaatical  claim h  with 
modem  liberty.  The  extravagBiit  protenaion  of  the 
Pope  to  intalHbihty  eioiteU  his  conscientioui 
repugnance,  and,  consequenUy,  the  Pontiff,  tu 
whose  caiiEe  he  had  sacriticed  so  much,  uttered  a 
heartless  insult  over  his  grave.  The  devotion  of 
intellectual  power  to  the  defence  of  a  Bystem  which 
(lelies  the  inteilect  was  appropriately,  but  ungene- 
rously Dvenged.  An  English  uovehst  as  popular 
ftad  OS  voluininouB  aa  Dcms  hait  been  generftlly 
regretted.  Dcfident  in  faculty  of  construction,  and 
rarely  careful  to  reproduce  real  oharaoters,  Dickens 
has  norcr  beon  excelled  in  the  gift  of  grotesque  and 
typical  caricattirc.  Bis  elaborate  pathos  pleased 
the  enorrnoualy  numerous  circle  of  readers  whom 
ha  addressed  by  preference,  but  his  humour,  more 
especially  while  it  was  associated  with  tha  exuberant 
animal  sp-its  of  youth,  was  a  quality  far  mora 
highly  appreciated  by  literary  judges.  His  power 
of  minute  description,  derived  from  habitually  accu- 
rate observation  of  outward  objects, was  iionspicuouH 
even  in  his  later  works.  I'ew  writers  have  had  the 
fi^d  fortune  to  obtain  equally  early  and  universal 
recognition.  In  Lord  Clak£NI>on  the  country  lost 
an  Bccompli'hed  and  patriotic  Bt^tesman,  whose 
eiperienue  and  character  had  merited  and  acquired 
tha  highest  authority  in  Europe.  From  his  ttrst 
diplomatic  employnient  under  Lord  PiLLMEIistok,  as 
Minister  at  Madrid,  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Lord 
Clabendos  had  been  familiar  with  all  the  open  and 
•acret  diplomacy  of  Enrope,  He  was  an  unneually 
skilful  bngiitat,  a  brilliant  member  of  society,  a 
most  industrious  public  servant  ;  and  ha  nevei 
Toked  enmity  by  negligence  or  by  irritability, 
place  has  been  thus  fu  wdL  S\\*d  \n  "Uiti.  'i^-^s- 
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viLLB,  whose  quttUaiations  rosemble,  in 
roapftcts,  thoae  of  liii  preileconor.  Lord 
villb'b  comraanicBtions  to  Pmiisia  snd  Frauoa  «l 
the  outbreak  of  Ilia  war — to  Prussia  in  amwer  to 
Count  Bernstorff's  rem ons trances,  and  to  Boaiia 
»fter  the  i-epudiation  of  tlie  Paris  Trenl^ — am  &U 
remsckable  BpecimeiiB  of  the  best  Htyle  of  dipio* 
matiooojnpositiou.  Inadditiooto  Lord  CLiKEffiwK, 
Mr,  BiiioHT  haa  ceuud  to  belong  to  the  Govern- 
ment, though  he,  ^pplly,  still  survives.  After  » 
yenr's  abseitt;e  from  Psrlisiment  ntid  from  his  office, 
he   han   priiperly  deetinnd   any  longer   to  ratain  his 

Claoo  in  the  Onbitiot,  His  eountrymenof  all  parties 
□pe  thnt  his  temporary  or  permanent  retirement 
from   office   will   not   be   the   end  of   his   politicid 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  duration 
or  the  ultimate  consequences  of  tlte  war  in  France, 
one  of  its  great  political  results  lias  been  achievad 
by  the  elevation  of  the  King  of  Fhu.'isia  to  the  rank 
of  German  Emperor.  The  title,  which  was  first 
ooniorred  by  military  acolamation  on  victoriinu 
Qenerals,  seems  Etill  to  retain  its  early  Roman 
significance,  although  in  the  course  of  i^^  it  has 
acquired  a,  political  and  historical  meaning.  The 
pre-eminence  which  Pruasia  hasattained in  Germany 
ia  not  unfitly  represented  by  the  dignity  which, 
down  to  the  beginning  of  tlio  present  oentury,  wm 
recognii^ed  aa  supreme  even  by  the  independent 
Princes  of  the  £!mpire.  The  Imperial  title,  though 
it  has  been  earned  on  fields  oE  battle  oorresponaa 
to  the  neaessities  and  aspirations  of  the  Gemiaa 
nation.  The  North  German  Confederacy  Wt 
evidently  fulfilled  its  purpose  when  the  armies  of 
Eavai'ia,  of  Wiirteraborg,  of  Baden,  and  of  Hesse 
CJsssfli  iad  inaroliedtocon<\vie&lv3L'(i&joi"Caaemm6XQA. 
of  the  King  of  Prttsbia..  In  tV«  owma  AJCd» 
autumn  novotiations -wei*  i™*-''^"''**- ^"S.  ™ ^^ 


■ad  an  atraniienteiit,  inuludicg  the  renervation  o( 
certain  MvereiBa  rights  to  BaTarin  and  Wiirtem- 
berg,  was  finally  accepted  by  the  North  Gennan 
ParliameBt.  On  the  Baggeation  of  the  Grand  Duka 
of  Baiien',  the  King  of  Bavaria  propoaed  to  the 
other  German  PrinccB  that  the  King  of  Pritshu 
should  be  invited  to  assume  the  title  of  Emperor  ; 
i.nd  the  North  German  Parliament  despatched  a 
deputation  to  Versiiilles  to  expresa  its  assent  to  the 
aoceptincQ  of  the  olFer.  The  Imperial  Coastitiitioa 
providea  tor  a  Council  of  Princes,  in  which  Prussia  , 
will  have  Itss  than  a  third  ot  the  whole  number  of 
votas.  In  the  Parliament,  which  will  be  elected 
by  a  wido  suffrage,  the  representation  of  every 
Rtate  wiil  bo  proportionate  to  its  population.  Tha 
establishment  of  so  great  and  novel  a  State  in  the 
centre  ot  Europe  would  of  itself  have  sufficod  to 
render  the  year  1870  one  of  the  most  eventful  la 
history. 


1871. 

already  requires  an  effort  ot  memory  to  con- 
tho  profound  peace  of  the  year  which  closes 
lo  morrow  with  its  stormy  oommencement.  In  tha 
first  days  of  1S71,  war  was  still  ragti^  in  many 
provinces  of  France,  although  the  result  of  tha 
contest  had  long  since  been  irrevocably  determined. 
From  the  head-quarters  ot  the  King  ot  Prussia  at 
Versailles  Count  Moltke  superintended  the  siegs 
of  Paids,  and,  at  the  same  time,directed  the  armies 
which  on  all  sides  were  crushing  the  final  resistance 
of  the  French  commanders.  The  investment  itself 
was  constaiitly  drawing  closer,  oltliough  the  German 
commanders  relied  on  famine  to  wjvwfts.V 't'nsiSmaiL 
surrender.  On  the  last  dav  ol  \ftTi 'wia\«^^'e«'^ 
nrmv  had  taken  Mont  Avtow,  a.-ni  >A\o  w*«»^^'=^"^ 
bftnbardrnent  of  the  Sowttvern  a.tvA"?.»a\«i:^ 
"'w  eoarcely  interrupted  by  o.  sexvea  u\  sts^^" 
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tortis!'.  The  lost  effort  of  the  (^ttUou  failed  in  tha  ] 
middle  of  January-,  and  inimediiitely  afterwards  tha  i 
Government  of  Defence  mmia  overtures  for  capitii- 
latbn.  It  was  not  only  iii  Paris  that  lUa  Franch 
cause  had  become  utterly  hopeless.  Genera) 
FiiDHK&BE,  indeed,  commanding  in  the  Stii'lH- 
Western  Bepartmenbt,  obtained  a  slight  udvjuilaga 
in  a  combat  at  iiapnuiue,  but  he  wis  soon  afte; 
defeated  by  General  Goebem,  while  Mantecffbl, 
who  had  been  previously  opposed  toFiinueitBB, 
was  marching  into  Burgundy  to  reinforce  WeRniui 
against  the  supi^rioT  forae  of  fiocBBAKi.  Tha 
French  Army  of  tlie  Loire  had  some  time  previously 
divided  itself  into  two  independent  forces,  rcepou- 
tively  coniinanded  by  General  RorEBAKi  and 
General  CHisZY.  At  the  b>ginninK  of  Janiiary 
Prince  Fkkhebil'K  Charj[.kn,  who  hud  previously 
pressed  Chanzv  n'cstn'ard  to  Lo  Mans,  advunced 
from  Vendume,  while  the  Duke  of  MscKUiNBt/RQ 
iiipported  his  moveraent  from  Nogent-la-Rotrou. 
On  the  Llth,  after   a  series   of  engagements  on  the 

ErevinuB  days,  Cuaxzyk  raw  levies  were  defeated 
1  front  of  La  Mans  with  an  enormoiiH  loss  of 
prisoners,  and  the  German  Army  ocoupiod  the  town. 
Although  CuANitY  himself  retreated  vrith  tlie  rei 
r  of   his   force,  the   struggle  whiuh   he  had 


siderable   French   army  now  remaining  in  the  tield 
was     marching     north-eastward,    under     General     i 
BousBAKi,  in   the   hope   of  overwhelming  Generd,  I 
■Wbrdeh,  who  was  posted  at  Tcsoul  for  the  purpose;  | 
of   covering   tlie   sieae   of    Bt'Ifurt.      Tho    attempt 
might,  perhaps,  not  have  been  hupelces  if  the  troopa 
on   both   eidca   had   been    of    equal    quality  ;  but 
EouRBASijWho  had  more  than  once  avowed  his  own 
iiaStneea  for  supreme  commMvi,  ■«»»«,  ^Aie'acad.QE 
aa  j7J-equippcd  ormy,  akoadv  fcftf!vc\\.^^  '^^  J  >«^ 
eucceaaion  of    misEortuueB.    Ylc«oa  \'i'aai^^^«*. 


first    &Uaok    on    Werdeb,    Kod    tha    adrance    cA  ] 
Mantkuefei   from    the    north   rendered   iia 
position   unU'iiable.     The  vnr   wsb  already  over  in  I 
the   rest  of   Franco  when   the   final  dissatcT  of  the  | 
oanipaign  occnrred.     The   aimieB   opet-atin^  in 
neigtibonrhood   of   Belfort  were   e!;cepted  from  the^l 
Ermifltioe  which  ensued  on  tho  capitulation  of  Paris',  A 
■nd   at   the   beginning   of  February   the   army  wf'  I 
ItoDRBAKi,  to  the   number  of  80,00))  men,   oroBsed  I 
the  frontier  of  Switzerland  in  a  condition  so  pitiabHi  I 
B8  to  recttU  the  EetruaK  from  Moscow,  while   th4  1 
Ganeral,  in   dtspair,  attempted  to  commit  Buicidei   I 
The   fugitive   troops  were   disarmed   by  the   Swisi  1 
Militia,  and,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  disorganized  1 
remnants  commanded  by  Cranzv  and  Faishbkg^  4 
and  of  two  or  three  remaining  garrisons,  there  ww  I 
no  longer  a   French   array  in   Bxistence,     Attorfc  J 
final  8ortie,on  the  17th  of  .Tanuary,M.  Jin,ES Fivai'l 
had  applied  for  a  safe  conduct  to  Versailles,  and  ll 
Count   BisMAHCK,  refusing  to  recognize  him   as  )k  J 
Minister,  referred   him   to  the  militaty  authoritie^  J 
who   allowed  him   to  pass   the    oiitposts.     On  thb  I 
28th,  M,  Favkb  signed  the  Capitulation  of  Paris  J 
including  a  general  sii-ipension   of  nrins,  except  <A  j 
the  Bwisa  frontier.     The  forts  were  to  be  occupied  I 
by  tlie  German  troops,  who  were  also  to  be  alloweS  J 
to  enter  Paris,  and  th'j  arms  of  the  D;arricon  were  t^  1 
be  surrendered  with  an  untoward  exception,     Nw  1 
witlistanding  Cimtit   Spjmauck's  prudent  warning^ 
H.  Jriss  Favrb  stipulated  that  the  National  Qua3 
Should  retain  their  arms,  for  tho  professed  purpoM  | 
of  maintaining  order.     The  definite  conclusion  of 
peace   was   referred   to   an   Assembly  to  be  imme- 
diately   convoked    at    Bordeaux,    with     sovereign 
powers,  which   h.id   never  bean   rei'ogniEed  b^  iKa 
Germans     as    belonging    lo    Vqb    Gii\M\«WCTv^.    "A 
Natioattl  Defence.     Gambeetk,  Vno  V*-^  ^"^ '^'*^^a 
months  exerciaed     dictatotiaY  ■?o'*-«    '>'a^*A'e>     ,^^ 
"W/s  of  Paris,  ^t  first    aUem\>tei  >  i^^'o-^^-'^-^ 
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Capitulation  And  to  prolong  the  war.  Findinif 
himseU  unsupported,  lie  issued  a  decree  whinh  pur- 
ported to  diiuiuklify  for  a  placo  in  the  Auerobly 
any  peraon  whu  Lad  beld  office  under  Ih*  Empire  ; 
but  the  Paris  Qovernmeiit,  at  tlie  inEtance  of  Coiint 
BiBUABTii,  revei'Bsdthe  dicree  oE  excluaiou,  and,  on 
tlie  arrival  of  some  of  its  members  at  Bordeaux, 
GiuBETTA  resigDcd  Iiis  office. 

Tlie  Elections  throughout  France,  n«t  excepting 
the  departments  oecupied  by  the  Gernuui  am^, 
were  hold  in  the  fii'st  week  of  February  ;  and  on 
the  13th  the  Assembly  met  at  Bordeaux.  A  large 
majority  belougud  to  the  Legitimitt  and  Orleanist 
parties,  though  the  great  towns  returned  extrtana 
RepublicaDs  ;  and  it  was  runis^ked  tlut,  since  tha 
conrouatiou  of  the  Estates  General  in  1769,  aa 
French  iioirislative  Body  had  included  so  many 
men  of  rauk  and  fortune.  The  two  great  Demo- 
cratic sectionB  of  the  oomniunity  were,  for  tha 
time,  discredited  bj  the  public  disaatars  ;  for  tha 
war,  which  had  been  wantonly  oommanKed  by  the 
Emperok,  might  be  considered  aa  having  ended 
at  Sedan,  3,nd  t!io  subteqnont  defeats  and  Bufferings 
were  attributed  to  the  unseusonnble  revolution  ot 
Paris  and  to  the  persistence  of  Gambgtia.  Muc^ 
discussion  lias  since  arisen  uu  the  nature  of  tiMIN 
coiuiiiisaion  ivbicli  waa  intrusted  to  the  Assembljvl 
but  that  body  undeniably  compiled  with  the  immt 
diate  intentiuns  of  electors  by  devoting  itself,  witb 
out  loss  of  time,  to  the  conclusion  of  peaoe.  Itfi 
first  measure  waa  to  supersadB  the  Gotenunent  of' 
National  DefBUoe  by  a  Chief  of  the  KxecutiTfl 
Power,  and,  with  universul  assent,  the  most  eminent 
of  living  Frenchmen  waa  selected  for  the  olfioe> 
M.  Thiers,  indeed,  was   not   only  superior  to  any 
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possible   coKipetitor,  but,  in   the    abseniie    of    any 
other  jiromlnent  atatesma'n  uuilk  oiwb^  fi\].ec«asful 
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recently  indnced  him  to  make  tha  circuit  of  Euro[», 
in  tile  Tain  hope  of  inducing  Eiiglantl,  Kuasia, 
Auetria,  or  Italy  to  come  to  tliu  aid  oi  Franca.  It 
was  reasonably  aHaimied  that  M.  Thtf.hs  would 
negotiate  vritli  higher  authority  than  any  other  re- 
Tiresentativa  of  France,  snd,  perhaps,  there  may 
have  been  a  faint  hope  that  he  would  succeed  in 
abating  some  of  the  hard  conditions  which  would  bo 
imposed  by  the  conqueror.  The  Clkief  of  tha 
Bxecutivo  Power  immediately  apxwinted  a  Miniatry, 
in  whicli  AL  Jcles  Faveu,  not  with  standjng  his 
recent  diplomatic  misadventures,  retained  tlit 
conduct  of  Foreign  Aftlnra  ;  and  M.  Tkiers  as- 
Bociated  with  himself  a.  Council  of  the  AsEwmbly, 
that  it  might  share  the  Tcsponsibility  of  an  un- 
palatable peace.  He  foi'esaw  that  his  share  in  the 
negotiation  would  ha  couiined  to  the  acceptance  o£ 
Count  Bi!^JU^Ki;K'r<  turtiis  ;  but  be  wuja,  perhaps, 
painfully  surprisud  by  the  sacriScoH  to  which,  never- 
thelnsB,  he  wisely  iia.vo  immediate  assent.  By  the 
Prelinilnaries  of  F«ace,  wliioh  were  signed  at 
Versailles  on  the  Siitli  of  February,  the  praviiice  of 
Alsnce,  with  the  exception  of  Belfort  and  its 
eavirouB,  laiA  Metz,  with  the  part  of  German 
Iiorraine  trliich  lay  between  the  fortroaa  and  the 
former  frontier,  were  ceded  by  Franco  to  (jermany. 
Jn  the  previous  September,  when  M.  JuiES  Favsk 
refuBDif  to  surrender  an  inch  of  land  or  a  stone  of 
any  fortress,  the  Uerniuus  would  have  been  satisfied 
with  the  recovery  of  Strasburg.  The  result  of 
four  montlts'  prosecution  n£  the  mar  was  the  loss  of 
all  the  lerritoiy  which  had  been  wrested  from 
Germany  by  force  or  by  fraud  by  Kenrv  11.,  Loi;i4 
Xrv.,  aiid  Locus  XV.  In  the  same  interview  M, 
Favbb  had  olTcred  any  compenaation  in  money 
wliich  could  be  provided  from,  tlie  reaoiuces  oE 
France,  and  Count  BiSMiROT.  ■ncra  bjs'iKmwAi^  '^» 
amouncAt  five  niilliardB  nS  Itanw,  m  S,1'*,'**i;*^ 
to  be  j)!ud  by  inatalDifcuta   vai-i^m^  osai;  'Cwtc^'i'^*"'"^ 
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As  security  tor  the  debt  the  Gennan  army  itm  to 
occupy,  at  the  espenia  of  France,  the  ureater  part 
of  the  territory  which  it  had  oTemin,  but  the  da- 
partmenta  vtere  to  be  auccesaively  evacuated,  in  B 
apeeitlBd  order,  as  the  instalniBiita  were  paid,  Tha 
terms  of  peaue  might  well  be  deemed  almoat 
intolerably  bard,  but  tha  altarnative  of  a  cc 
tianance  of  the  war  iras  simply  impossible.  1 
THiBRa,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Committee, 
provisioaally   accepted   the   prelim inuries,  and  tha  . 

Bordeau-c  Assemblj  immediately  approved  them  bv    ^^^ 
a   majority  of   five   to   one.     Oa   the   1st  of  Marca  ^^^H 
thirty  thousand     Oennaii    troops    celebrated    thtf  ^^^^| 
triumph    of  their    aj'nis   by    marching    down    tha.^^^H 
Champs  Elya^es  and   bivouacking  in  the  Place  da  la  ^^^| 
Concede   and   the  gardens   of  the  Tuileries  ;  yet 
their  occupation   of   Palis   vras  only  nominal   and 
formal,  inasmudi    aa   they  were    restricted    to  tho 
spaces  they  occupied,  while  the  inhabitatits   refused 
to  hold  commimication  with   the   foreign   invaders. 
I  Having   gratified   the  army  by  a   visible  proof  of 

victory,  tho   German   commanders   withdrew  their 
'  troops,  not  unwilling,  perhaps,  to  prevent   the  risk 

of  a  collision.  A  few  days  before  the  capitulatioa 
of  Paris,  Versailles  had  been  tlie  scene  of  a  ure&t 
historicid  transaction,  which  was  the  nioreiigniScant 
becauie  it  was  performed  in  the  palace  of  a  van- 
quished enemy.  The  national  Dnity  which  hud 
i  excited   by   anticipation    tho    jealous    hostility    of 

Prance  was  effected  by  the  declaration  of  war  and 
ratified  by  the  common  labonra  and  Eitacesies  of  a 
victurions  campaign.  The  Confederation  of  tha 
Korth,  which  liud  from  the  first  been  a  provisional 
arrangement,  was  henceforth  merged  in  a  Union 
trhich  included  all  Germans  outside  the  Austrian 
dominions  ;  and  ihe  lnip6ruii'cB.vfiW5mna&.'w>it^iar 
■  Beat    tfje  leadership  o!  ttii  Itwio'v'Svx^VK  f^^^^ 

L        £tly  than  the  previous  title  ul  ^^'^'"^t^^.^i  ^^^B 
^^dkr^tioa.     Xt^Yould\^a.v«■b«^'^  "-^^^^^"^M 
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the  Obsolete 'fabric  of  tho  Holy  Eoman  Empire,  ana 
the  ancient  title  of  King  of  Germany,  though  it  hnd 
been  borne  by  the  elected  Emporori  from  tha 
earliest  times  down  to  1804,  might,  perhaps,  hayg 
seemed  to  clash  with  the  rights  of  the  minor  Kingi 
of  Bavaria,  Saxony,  and  Wiirteniberg.  The  Kingol 
Bavaria  was  induced  tc  propose,  in  the  name  of  bI] 
the  Gorman  Princes,  ihat  the  King  ot  Pftrssu 
ihould  adopt,  for  himieif  nnd  his  successois,  tht 
title  of  Emperor  in  Germany  ;  and  on  the  ITth  oL 
January,  in  a  solemn  assembli^e  at  Versailles,  the 
offer  was  formally  accepted.  The  Constitution  of 
the  North  Gorman  Confederation  was  with  littl* 
change  extended  to  the  new  German  Empire.  The 
Sovereigns  who  still  retain  their  former  rank  are 
rupreaented  in  thu  Federal  Council,  and  the  power 
of  legislation  is  vested  in  a  Diet  elected  by  uni- 
Tcrsal  suflrage.  The  command  of  the  whole 
Imperial  Arm V  belongs  to  the  Emfiiror  in  time  ot 
war  ;  but  during  peaue  the  Governments  of  Bavaria 
and  of  one  or  two  other  principal  States  retain  tha 
control  of  their  own  military  institutionR,  on  condi- 
tion of  conforming  to  tho  uniform  organization  of 
the  German  array.  Shortly  after  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  the  Emperor  and  the  Princes  re- 
turned to  Garmnny,  and  tho  French  Government 
and  Assembly  occupied  their  vacant  quarters  at 
VeraaiUea. 

The  first  risk  which  threatened  Paris  at  the  oon- 
stusion  of  the  siege  had  been  averted  by  the  prompt 
Bsercise  of  English  liberality.  A  large  subscription 
was  collected  in  London  for  the  relief  of  the  urgent 
wants  of  a  population  which  had  been  compelled  to 
surrender  by  imminent  famine,  and  vast  trains  of 
provisions  were,  with  the  consent  of  the  German 
commanders,  forwarded  through  their  lines  even 
before  tho  ("ignatnra  of  tl:\e  PT6\\TH\.'ttMWMA^aaKa, 
On  the  resloration  of  interctraTse  -sVi-V  VN\%  ovfr— 
worla  it  jaigbt   have   been  Buppos^AytioX-aS^VM 


It 
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would  agree  to  [joatponti   their   dilTerences,  and  t$  I 
eug^e  in  the   arduous   tasic   of  repairing   as  far  4  ■ 
possibli)   the   public  miBForCuaus  ;  but  the  terminA|'l 
tionofthe   war   vraa   immodiHtely  followud   bytlql 
most  Burprisic^;   epiEode  in  the  shitfJin<;  ajid  Diel£  I 
dramatic  liistary  of  modem   Franca.     Tho  Ooven^l 
ment  of  National  Defence,  wlien   it  negotiated  tUlB 
capitulation,  had  with  a  kind   of  infatuation  stipl^l 
lated   for   the   retcnticn   of  arms  bj'the   Nationlitfl 
(Inard,  a1thoui<h  the  most  formidable  section  of  thtl 
force  hod  in  the  midst  of  tho  sisge  mutiuied  ujainHfl 
General  Tr.ocHir  and  his  collcnguea  under  tnoiltl 
omened  Sag  of  the  Conimcne.    The  attempl«d  iB^A 
■iirrection      irua    at     the    time     suppressed,    biwl 
ri.ot'BKNs  and   the   other  rinaleadera    had    nev<Afl 
withdrawn  their  pretejieions,  and  the  retnrn  of  th4  J 
reflpectable     claBsea    to    ttieir    ordinary    pu        ' ' 
coinciding   with  the   disarmament   of   the  i.„ 
troops,  gave    the   rebels   the  opportunity  of  accoU 
pliahing  their   designs.    EcTolutionary  factioDS  foy 
France  have  no  greater  respect  forunirersalsuSragil 
than  for  any  other  basis  of  authority,  and  the  Fepr*  I 
BentativBH  of  the  capital  in  the  AsBembly  were,  «iwB 
few  exceptions,  extreme  Republicans  and  professeJLl 
ndvocalea  of    the   continuance  of  the   war.     Thill 
llSouthern  and  Eastern  Forts  were,  under  the  termtfl 
of  tho  Preiiininary  Treaty,  evacuated   by  thft   Ger*l 
mans  and  occupied  \rf  troops  which  the  Oovernmenl  M 
brought   up  with  al!   poadole  speed  from   (he  pro-   I 
Tineas.    D'Acrbllg  ues  FALAniNBB,  a  strict  dig- 
oiplinarian,  was   appointed   to  the   command  of  tha 
National  Guard  ;  but  his  authority  was  disregarded 
by  the  battalions  compiled  of  the  working  olosaes, 
who  had   collected  the   artillery    oE  the   National 
'^iliard   on   the   heights  of  Montmartre,  on  the  pre- 
text o/  saving  it  from  U\e  Gfeitawa*.    frAiKe^foTt- 
nigbt  apent  in  negoUatioii  ^fti  tVe  ■m^'^\ie^  i* 

AT^wcii.  ordered  to  take  v'JaaeB6wix>:>lft.«9»^   ^ 


the  first  instfince  do  reBistance  was  offered,  but  tha 
oHicec   in    commBiid     had    culpably    neglected 
provide  horsea  for  tlie  removal  of  the  guna,  ai 
gradunlly  ii  body  of  National  Guards  auemLIed  to 
■resist   tne   further  progress   of  the  operation.     Oa 
receiving   the    order   to   &ra  the  troops  of  the  Line 
dtiserted   to   the  inHurgent^,  ond   the   Goveminent 
hastily  retreated  to  Vei-sailies.     General  Lkcomtb 
uid  General  Clbuent  Thouah  were  discovered  hy 
the  armed  rabble,  aod,  after  a  mook  trial,  they  wera 
brutally  murdered,     Uoasrtaiii   of  tlid   fidelitr)'   of 
the  army,  tha   Gioverimieut   was   tor   the    time  re- 
duced to  inaction,  and  tlie  whole  «f  the  capital 
fAssod  into  the  iioasession  of  tlie  insurgeiitB.    The 
sliarB  in  tlie  movement  of  the  different  revolutionary 
[actions  and  leaders   has  never  been  clearly  deflned. 
The  moment  of  the   outhroak  was,  jierhsps,  deter- 
mined by  acddeot,  and  tha  imurrecti unary  Govern- 
ment viaa  adiiiinistered  by  a  ahiftiUK  and   uncertain 
body,  which  repreaented   three    or    four    separate 
organizations.     At  first  the   most  prominent  ring- 
leadora  were  a  fanatical  Jacobin   and  a  well-koown 
member  of  tho  Inteniatioual  AHSociation,  which  has 
ita  head-quarters  in  Londun.     GcKiiVB  Fe.oi7B£93 
had,  a  ycKU'  before,  on  tho  occasion  of  the  funeral  of 
ViOTOK  NotK,  uttempted  to   raise  the  mob  of  Paris 
la  a  hopeleSa   ipsuniiction  against  the  imperial  Gu- 
vemmeuL  ;  and  he  ivas  Iho  leader  of  the  Kttional 
Quardi  who  during  the  aiege  aei^ed  the  Hotel  de 
ViJle  end  arrested  eonie   of  the   membeis  of  tho 
Committee   oE   Defence.     Witliin  a  fortnight   after 
the   occupation   of   I'iiiis  liy  the  rebels,  Fiouubkm, 
heading  a  tuniultuitiis  expedition  to  Vecsuilles,  v/a3      ^^ 
taken  prisoner,  and   imnicdiately  shot.     Ashi,  who     ^^| 
fraa   ratlier  a  stiuial   thitu  a  political   revolutionist,     ^^M 
bad  in  tlie  previous  yc«r  directed  the  etvUmc^^W   ^^M 
wmerB  nt  Cnmoi,  and  l\ia  SottuA'j  \a  ■«Vi!3ft- ''o^^^ 
baioDged  notoriously  aimci  at  ^'tte  fta'A-WKSJ-'Wi^t 
property  and    of  the   exYsVing  a^t'ift™.  o'^-  »»®»^* 
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Having  Home  time  afterwards  provoked  the  jealaiu] 
o(  his  coUmtgiies,  Asui  was  deponed  luid  imprisonea 
but  his  faction  co-opsrated  throu^fhout  irilli  tha 
other  inaurgeot  partien.  It  was,  perhaps,  hy  an 
bft«irthoughi  tlist  the  rebels,  oBtonishea  at  tlio 
success  ot  their  enterprise,  proclaiDied  tbumsalves 
the  champions  of  ttis  MLiminpal  Independent  not 
cinly  of  Paris,  but  of  every  town  in  France.  The 
Commune  of  1794  hBd,i]iider  the  infamous  guidance 
of  Hebkri  and  Chaumettb,  contested  for  a  time 
the  aupremacy  of  the  Convention  ;  and  tlie  titta 
could  not  fail  to  rally  round  the  insurgent  flag  ths 
lotrest  and  most  lawless  rabble  of  Paris.  Tbs 
middle  classes  and  the  friends  of  order  abstained 
from  taking  part  in  the  oleotion  of  a  Municipal 
Council,  wluoh  aasuined  the  name  of  the  Commune. 
A  Committee  of  the  National  Guard,  affecting  to 
derive  its  authority  from  military  election,  and  a 
self-elected  Committee  of  Public  Safety  divided  the 
functions  of  Govomnient  with  the  Municipality. 
Similar  revolutionary  attempts  at  Lyons  and 
Versailles  were  defeated.and  it  soon  bec«iue  evident 
that  the  cause  of  the  Parisian  insurgents  was  hopa- 
leis  ;  but  their  leaders  vigorously  repressed  all  ap- 
position within  the  city,  and  the  notorious  adven- 
turer, CmaeBET,  having  been  appointed  Miniitar 
of  War,  organized  b  formidable  system  of  defenca. 
M.  Thiers  had  with  sound  judgment  abstained 
from  premature  operations  against  Paris  until  a 
competent  force  could  be  formed  of  releated 
prisoners  ot  war  returning  from  Germany.  Early 
in  April  Marshal  MacMakox,  now  Commander-in- 
Chief,  retook  the  bridge  of  Neuilly  ;  but  the  Cbiat 
of  the  Government  was  anxious  to  spare,  if  possible, 
the  effusion  of  blood,  and  l\\e  &taV  wInmio*  on  Parii 
WAS  stiJi  delayed  for  aeveTal  weeV*.   Clu;s^»m,«^\B^ 

to    commlnd   the     army   ^\^  ^\\^°^^^i»Xa. 
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young  0111007,  ivha  had  persuaided  himsalf  that  the       ^H 
regular   GoTeminent   had   fotfeitetj  its  claim  to  his       ^| 
eerviues  by  making  temis  irith  the   ini'odor.     After 
a.  tew  da;B'  tenure  of   his  post   RossBL  was  ia  turn 
disniiABfd  and  impriaoned,  and  during  the  lost  dajB 
of    the    Coiniiiure   there    viaa   no   permanent    or 
recognized  Minister  of  War.     On   the   20th  of  May 
the  Vernailles   arm;  n-as  close  to  the  tvalls  of  Paris, 
and  on  tlio  2lBt  the  troops  oiilered  the  oitj,  nitliout 
Geriona  opposition,  by  the  gate  of  St.  Cloud.    Thero 
was  tttterwarda  sliarp   fijjhting  round  the  TnilerieB 
and  at  Montmartre,  btit  the  victory  rested  nith  the       ^M 
Govetnmnut.     it  is   impossible  to   ascertain  irith       ^H 
aocuiaoy  the  variotia  motives   and   doctrinea  wliieh       ^H 
animated  the   different  parties  to  the  inaurrection,       ^H 
The  i-ank  iind  file  of  the  inutiimui   NutJoniil  Guards        ^^ 
were  perhaps  chielly  influenced  by  the  feat'  of  losing 
the  daily  pay  on  irhiuh   they  hod   subsisted   in   un- 
accuatomed     idleness     and     comparative    comfort 
during  the  siege.     Many   of   tlie   ioaui^ente,  who 
had  learnt   from   the  teaching  of  Louis  Blahq,  of 
Victor   HuiiO,  and  of   other    popular    writers,  to 
deify  RoB^FiEttKE  and   his  murderous  associates, 
hoped  to  tuke  their  part  in    a  tuimic  Beign  oE 
Terror  ;   and  the   great   niasa  of  the  workmen  was 
deeply   imbued   with    the    Communist  theory  and 
nith  bitter  hostility  to  the   middle   classes.     A  few 
dreamers  may  have  accepted  in  earnest  the  absurd 
pretext  of    5lunicipil    Independence,    but    of    all 
revolutionary  movements  which  have   disorganized 
Fiance,    the    Paris    insurrection    was     the     most 
anarchical.       In   the    judicial    prou'eedings    which 
followed  nearly  all  the  accused  persons  disclaimed        ^^ 
responsibility,  and   attempted   to   prove   that  they       ^H 
bad  acted  under  compulsion.   Of  the  chief  criminala       ^H 
the   greater  number  either  peiiaVied  m  ^.Vt  ^^i^     ^H 
straggle  or  contrived   to  eKect  t.\i.e\T  Baca?^.   "^^  ^1 
necesaity  of  defence  had,  IoTtiina.to\s,  o«»¥™^^?^ 
mttentiaB  at  the  Jaaders,  and  prav  a^'ifii-^'*"'''^**''^* 
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their  short  posaession  of  power,  from  Bxeniplify 
their  doctrines  in  pntotico  ;  but  at  an  early  peridL 
of  the  struggle  they  gnve  aa  eammit  of  their  moda 
of  action  by  seirin^  tko  Archbishop  of  Pai^  tW 
pEESiDBNr  of  tho  CouKT  oE  Oassatioit,  and  a  tai 
nmnher    of    priests    aiirt    respectahle    lajmcD,    « 
hostiiges  for 'the  security  of  themaelves  nnd  tbef 
accomplices.     Wlien  tho   chance   of  rcBistonce  W 
at  as  end,  tho   doctrines   of  the  Commune  and  U 
ptiEsiona   of   tlie   riibblo  itpjv   at  last  reHered  fro 
temporary  restraint.     While  the  troops  wore  E"'' 
ing  Pnris,  the  insui^entR  nvencad  thoraBolves    _ 
burning  the  Tnileries,  the  Hol«l  de  Ville,and  oth* 
buildings  of  less  historiciil  and   nrchitectural  valiij 
Fhe  LonTrc,  with  i^  ineatiinahle  treasures,  iras  wiU 
(liflicHlty  saved  ;  hut  e^on  tlie  incendiary  fires  welj 
for  the  moment  nlmost  forgotten  in  the  coittempU 
tion   of  a    more    atrouiouB    crime.      MonseignAiij 
Darbov,  Archbishop  of  PARre,  a  prelate  of  blamole^  _ 
character  and  tolerant  disposition  ;  the  Currf  of  tlie 
Madeleine,  the  Chief  .Tudce  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  France,  nnd  between  fifty  and  sixty  of  thsii: 
helpless   companions,  were  murdered  in  cold  hlooii 
by  order  of  tho  Commune,   Any  doubt  which  mightii 
have  been   entertained  whether    "  ^ 


casual  and  unauthoriEed  would  lie  removed  by  Z 
Resolution  in  which  the  Council  of  the  Intemationi? 
Society,   silting  in   London,   and   including  man' 
Bnglish  members,  fornialiy  approved  tho  miJrdei:  4, 
the   hostages.     On   tho   2Cth  of  May.  the  vcty  dafl 
on  which  the  grent  crime  was  committed,  the  ani« 
(icaupied  the  whole  of  Paris,  but   the  Assembly  ansl 
the   GoTemment  have   continued  to  reside  at  VoP 
sailles.  The  debnitive  Treaty  of  Pence  was  signed  bi 
the   Government,  and   ratified   by  the   Assembly? 
few  days  before  tho  r6-QCOTiC5ATOn  ol  tim*-   \-(i'0^ 
moath   of  June  M.  PotiTEB.-Cl'3's.i««-'-T'^'^'™^*™J 
Fin^ce,  obtained  the  s'^"'*^''^;?^  *^"  .^w"^ 
the  issue  of  a  Igan  o£  £80.0W.(«'i  -.  M.ift.^^« 


mam  wbb  consequentlj  enabled,  on  payment  of 
three  instalmentB  of  the  Gsrmaii  debt,  to  piocurs 
the  evacuation  of  the  Paris  forts  which  were  still 
occnpied,  and  of  a  corBidorahle  portion  of  territory. 
After  the  adjournment  of  the  Asaembly,  in  Septem- 
ber, M.  TniERR  rnndo  an  arrangement  to  the  satia- 
faotion  of  the  German  Government  fot  Becuring  the 
payment  of  a  fourth  half-niiltiard  in  the  ensuing 
Bfoing.  Th«  foreign  Army  of  Occnpition  now 
holds  only  six  of  the  eastern  departments,  but,  in 
default  of  the  promised  payment,  it  would  be 
entitled  to  te-oumtpy  a  portion  of  the  evacuated 
territory.  Before  tho  jVssombly  Huparated  a  com- 
promise was  eflected  hy  which  M.  TntEKs  exchanged 
the  titlo  of  Chief  of  the  Executive  Power  for  that 
of  "  President  of  the  French  Eepublio."  Hia 
tenure  of  ofllce  was  made  oontenni  nous  with  the 
duration  of  tho  Assembly,  which,  with  the  assent 
of  the  Government,  declared  itself  in  pOBsession  of 
constituent  power.  The  provisional  Kepublio  is 
Btill  maintitined,  though  one  or  both  of  the 
Monarohical  parties  from  time  to  time  display 
Impatience.  The  Comte  de  Chambdbd,  visiting 
France  for  the  first  time  since  his  boyhood,  issued, 
to  ^the  dismay  of  liis  more  rational  adherents,  a 
Btransa  proclamation,  in  which  he  declared  that  he 
would  never  renounce  the  White  Flag  of  hi? 
anoestois.  Of  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Orlbins 
the  Due  »'A0Mii.K  and  the  Prince  i»b  Joinvillb 
had  been  returned  to  the  .\ssomb1y  at  the  General 
Election,  but,  at  the  request  of  M.  TirniBa,  tiiey 
declined  for  the  time  to  take  their  places.  On  the 
return  of  the  Assembly  to  Versailles,  iu  December, 
after  representing  their  claims  without  effect  to  the 
Pbbsideni  of  the  Bepublh;,  they  inlftvini  tEHro.Voi 
arabigueus  language  that  theywBieiAeaiwA.^*'^'^ 
their pedge,  and  they  haTe  la-teVv  taYe-n.  "Ociew  '*'^- 
p«  Moderato  Republican  part?  mftv*  ^'*f^^- 
ti*nvh  It  ia  stiUin   •  minor itj,  "W to  \axs.^^-S^^ 
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fercpd  by  a  euppiumentaiy  election   of  more  trian  A 
hundrad   members,  which   was  Tendered  aeassBory 
by  the  refusal  of  aome  o' the  original  Uepiities  tat  ■ 
act  and  by  the  expulsion  of  rebels.     The  trialBo*" 
CommuniBt  prisoners   have  not  yet  been  complet 
hj  the  Courts-Mart  Lai  to  which  Ihej  were  intrugte 
Only  two  or  three   capital   sentences  have  hitbei 
been  executed,  and  the  fate  of  Bos»£l    eicitad 


feeUiig  of  compassion. 

Notwithstanding  oceaaional  bickeriniB.M.  Thibl_^ 
so  far  cmnmands  tlie  euppnrt  af  the  Assembly  thii 
n  threat   of  resiji^mtion   has  eeneraJlj  sufiiood   t 
insure  tlia  defeat  nf  any  measure  which  he  Iibs   di 
approved,  but   liia  iuHuetice   Ijos    not  induced   thi 
Assembly  to   comply  with   hig  wish   that   it  shoul^^ 
transfer  its  dttiugs  to  I'aris.     The  cumposition  aiU 
his   Cabinet    hui   been  greatly   improved    by    thaj 
removal   of   Home   of   the  former   memben   of  thlj 
Revolutionary   Government    of   Defanra. 
ItiJUii&AT   has  become  Mioister  for  Foreign  Affail 
in   the  place  of  M.  JuLG.'t  Favh£,  and   K.  Cabim 
PsBJEB,  whose  name  is   peL^^lil^'1y  welcome  to  1 
party   of  urder,  succeeded,  on    the    death   of    '. 
Lambreobt,  to  the  Ministry  of  the  loterior.  whia^j 
was   formerly  occupied  by  M.   Picakd.     Aithoi: 
the  majority  in  the  Assembly,  and   probably  in  i 
country,  wish  above  all  things   for  the  maintenanofl 
of  (Dtemal  peace   and   regular  government,  there  il 
reason   to   fear   that  the  Revolutionary  faction  hai 
been   rather   encouraged    by  the  two  months'  n ' 
of  the  Commune  than  diahearten^l  hy  its  final  o 
throw.     The   most   aiiomnloits   fni't  which  has  c 
taken   its   place   in   history   is   iiiuro   solid   than  4 
theoretical  project.    The  \teembly  lias  not  yet  pre 
n'oced  an  orator  or  a,  Bltowsna.'n.  ■«*  &»^ft»  w 
eminence  with  M.  Thiers.    li(L.t4ww.^>.W* 
/ar  di»ppointed  hia  fcdm\«ff»  1q^ -m^ioMJI  ■* ' 
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blish  Ilia  position  as  a,  party  leader.  N'aitbeir  M. 
Victor  HtJuo,  who  at  an  early  period  resigned  hia 
seat,  nor  M,  Louis  Blano,  wbo  la  still  a  member  of 
the  Assembly,  uxei-cised  the  smallsst  influence  orei 
the  disciples  wli']  in  the  Oomiiiuiie  had  even 
esM^rated  their  mischievous  doctrijies,  and  tliuir 
Biithoj'ity  is  justly  discredited  by  tlie  vesulCa  o£ 
their  teaching.  &l.  Kouhbr,  if  he  obtain  a  seat  for 
Corsica,  mil,  perhaps,  raise  the  level  of  Parlia- 
mentary debate  from  iis  present  depression.  It  is 
especially  desirable  that  he  should  be  preaeut  during 
the  discussion  of  the  ComnierDtal  Treaty  which  ha 
a^otiated  with  Mr.  Oohuen,  aa  M.  Thieiu)  baa 
given  notice  of  its  termination  at  the  end  of  the 
atipukted  period,  unlewi  the  English  Government 
will  consent  to  allow  an  increase  of  the  tariff  on 
Dotton  and  mised  fabrics,  A  more  cnrioiis  illuitiu- 
tion  of  M.  TuiEKs'  obstinate  adherence  to  the  Pro- 
tectionist theoriea  of  ttia  youth  was  furnished  by 
his  reluctance  to  adntit  the  produce  of  Alsace  and 
Lorraine  into  France  even  for  a  limited  period.  The 
Phbsicbnt  of  the  BErrBLio  apoloiiisspd  to  tha 
Assembly  for  the  grant  of  a  few  months  of  free 
trade  to  the  former  French  provinces  on  the  ground 
that  the  concession  was  indispensable  to  the  ar- 
ranfjBment  of  the  payment  of  the  uejct  instalment  of 
the  iioan,  and  to  the  conaequeiit  evacuation  of  some 
of  the  occupied  -deparl merits.  It  ia  not  yet  known 
whether  the  English  Govei-nment  and  Parliament 
will  consent  to  the  moditiuitiou  of  a  treaty  which 
was  itstlf  incousiBtent  with  the  strict  rules  of  polt- 
tical  economy. 

While  France  haa  been  engaged  in   the   slow  and 
GtfuL  process   ot   recovery,  tiie   organization  of  the 
new  German   Bmpire  haa   been  comijVtrtwA  >s'\"Co»<*. 
dimculty  or    ;nterruption.      T\ie    Ut^o   i^-jia«T*a 
exacted  from  France  have  enaWei   tine  (SoNwraWiT^ 
to   maintain    a    financial    «QuimnQ.ivi   '«'>'^o^V   S 
Becesuty  of  imposina    additionaV    ws-**-       ^"^ 
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Bisi[AiiCK,  now  laiaed  to  the  rt&k  of  Prince,  and 
appointed   Chanc«tlar  of   the   Empire,  has  used  as 
Bi'guiaeiits   for   mBintBiniitg  and    augnientiug   til*   ■ 
luilituty  establiahmeota  tlie  threata  of  vengesno4,J 
which  are  occasionally  uttered  by  French  oratoi^Vw 
and   jouinaliBti,  and  tlie   impitnitj  which   FreD<il|l 
juries  have  extended  to  oriminalB  guilty  of  violeno^fl 
to   Boldiera   of  the   German   Army  of   Oi.'Ciipatioiu  P 
The  most  remarkahle    incident  in  ths   domasCitj 
history  of  the  Empire  I    ' 
at  the  initauue  of  the  Q 
repreBBion  of  aeditioua  lantjuage  in  the  pulpit.     Th4t1 
nieasure    i*    directed     agaiuit    the    IJltcamontaHi] 
clergy,  who,  under   the   influence  of  the  Holy  8« 
Lave  lately  oxbibited  hostility  to  German  unitT  ai 
it  exiita  under   tlie  supreuiacy  of   Pruisia,     Tneil 
opposilion  is  in  some   matinei-  connected   with   th(. 
pTa|>BgatioQ   of    the   new-fangled   dogma   of  Fapal-I 
Infallibility,  which  ia  now  i^eidouBly  maintained  anj  I 
snfovoed   by  the  German   Biaiiopa  who   lately  too)|v 
the  moat  active  part  in  demons tratini;  its  ubsurdiM' 
and    falsehood.      OiJy    tJio    strongest    reasons    a^ 
expediency  could  have  induced  the  Qovemmeut  q 
Berlin   to  depart  from   its    established    policy   d_^ 
rel^Diu   toleration.     The  incredibility  of  a  tbeoifl 
logical  figment  would    never  Itava    disturbed    it^V 
equanimity  if  the  FofE'K  latest  innovation  liad  non 
also  had  a  political  beatiug.     The   conflict  betwee~-'* 
the   State   and   ths   Church   lias  broken  out  moi^ 
fiercely  in  tlie  Catholic   Iviii|{dom  of  Bavaria,  when^l 
the  olergy  and  laity  who  are   opposed  to  tlie  dogra^fl 
have  incurred  excomututiicatioo  by  forming  themnfl 
selves  into  it  separate  body  under  tlie  title  of  Ol^ff 
Catholics.     The   UiLvariaiL  Guvei-nmeut  inclines  tifl 
recagniKe  the  schismatics  as  meniliersof  thelJ>t!ieii||ir 
Oliurch,  and   to   assert   their  right  to   I'etain  s    " 
•ndowraonti  whicli  thcj  uwi-j  bjSi.    Tao  »oct  i. 
probahly  die  out,  bat  t\v«  c(a«a^wvi.'5ffeN^  V«>3' 
raised  as  to  tlie   rigiit  oS  a»  VjeftaiiXuiftiA  Ctt.-^'^iil 
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cl»ange  at  amplify  its  faitli  may,  perhnpa,  tierealter 
load  la  important  conBeciuunt^ee. 

Tlia  forei^  policy  ot  the  Gernian  GovDrninent 
Bosnia  to  iudiiAte  a  iletenuinatioa  to  deprive  Frauoo 
u!  tlie  hope  of  loimiag  any  Europcua  aUianue. 
During  tlie  month  of  September,  in  consequoiuiQ  of 
Butisfactory  aaaiiranceti  from  Count  Beust,  tlie  Gei-- 
nun  Emi'ekdb  met  the  Einperui-  of  ArsTKU  at 
(!ia«ttiiji,  and  e^aiu  at  Salzburg,  and  it  was  atateil 
thatjBLcltough  uu  foTinal  treaty  liad  been  concluded, 
tlie  two  SoTweigna  arrived  at  s.  friendly  understand- 
ii^  and  tliat  It^ly  wils  iavited  to  become  a,  party  to 
tlia  couipttct.  it  IS  only  certain  tliat  friendly  fueU 
iugs  yfvto  entertained  and  expressed  on  both  sides  ; 
nor  is  there  reason  to  believe  that  <ienna.iiy  intends 
to  form  any  eniclusive  alliunce  tvith  Austria.  In  his 
MQSBa^e  to  the  Assembly  on  its  meeting  in  Deceni- 
ber,  H.  't'lijKKii  referred  with  niarhi^d  CumplEkcency 
to  the  fnend'y  relotioiiBbetweuu  Fiance  and  Ktusia. 
^Vitliin  a  few  days  afiei'wards  the  Giuperor  of  ' 
RvssJA  gave  a  public  reception  to  Princu  Fkkderick 
CjiA&tJKi)  Marshal  Mou'JUi,  and  other  I'russiaD. 
Generals  un  the  uucosion  of  investing  them  with 
Ilussian  orders  of  knighthood.  In  his  spoeoli  ths 
EiupiiCor  Alexahiieu  laid  markc-d  stress  un  the 
intimiK^  botweun  the  linperinl  Courts,  and  it  waa 
observed  that  tlie  Press  of  St.  Ptiterabui'tj;  and 
Mosc<iw  from  that  timt!  disciintinued  nil  inverse  i 
uoMiinenta  on  tieriuaiiy  and  its  policy,  Tliu  anxiety  , 
nith  which  the  Austru-l^iuiguriaa  Guvianimeut  , 
»'atidies  the  desiyiis  of  Itusaia  and  the  attitude  of 
Germany  is  closely  coucucted  witli  internal  com- 
plicatians, which  sornetiiuesthroateu  tho  diamHuiber-  i 
inen.t  of  tho  monarchy.  IS.  Potooki  was  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  anuceeded  as  Prime  Miniatet 
of  Austria  by  Count  lii'UioswMti,  a  aUowi^Nw  ' 
of  the  oljiima  o{  (Jja,  Slavonic  races,  anOi  v.  «vm 
of  the  aristocta-tic  and  UUr-imoTiUi,iMi  v*^^'^ '*'^'^3 
i#»  eatsrtd  iuto  a  cJoao  alUanc*  wi.tUt'aeWM^s^™ 
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(J^Dubs  of  Bolicmin.    Tlio  Cfiuncii  u!  tlie  Empirs 
Had   the   17  Piovineinl   As»oinblie«   by  whicli  it  ■■• 
nfei^ted  irere   digBulviHl,  in   the   hope  that  a  guDor. 
elec-tiuii   might   ruDiilt  in  a  working  majority  whid 
w(niltl   favour   the   daiia  of  home   rule  in  Bohemil 
ami  in  101110  of  tbo  other  Btatet.     The  Lib«nt 
INirty,  wliicli  is  iiearl.v  identical  with  the  Genusi 
population,  found   itself,  as  usnal,  in   a  minority  in 
the  Bohemian  Diet  ;  itnd   the  dominant  party  cc — 
nionc«cl  its  jiroceadingB  by  tlie  domuid  of  a  1 
Coastitalion,  indading  the  QBtablishment  of  an  i], 
dupendent  kingdom  of  Boliemia  aftsr  the  HuDgufim 
model.     The  pnMnotwB  of  the  motion   imprudontlj 
actclctl  a  dedamtion  that  they  reoojtnized  the  legs 
uouditimi   alrt'udy  enjoytid   by  Hunpiry,     The  F 
etilutiun   of  tho    Diet  was  regarded   as  a  challen,^ 
both  by  the   Germans   of  Anatria  and  by  tho  HuiH 
§arinns,  who  have  tliem*elvBS  Slavonio  provinoes  t( 
deal  with.     The  HohomiHii  minority  refused  to  tak 
their  K^ta  in  a  Diet  which   hod   both  exceeded  it^ 
functions  iind  Tittiially   diaavowed    the   authoritgj 
under  wliicb  it  n'aa  auDimoniid  ;  and  the  HuDgariaitV 
I'riine  Minister,  Count  ANnitAtiflv,  ineiated  on  the* 
irithdrawnl  <>f  the   ollictous  reference  to  HiinguriaBfl 
rights,  with  which  llie  Bohemiiui  Diet  wna  i 

petwnt  to    intetfero.       It   appeared     that     

HonF^TWABT  had  sanotioneil  Ifae  pretonsionB  of  th»V 
CzeehR,  and  that  Ite  had  t»  scmiu  unknown  extentfl 
pledged  the  RiirBKOR  himself  togiimttheir  demandBi-f 
Count  BjsrsT,  Chanoallor  of  the  Empire,  and  Count  J 
AwDBA^^iinitedinaropreaentation  of  the  domestia  j 
Hnd  foruign  dntiR;eT9  wbicli  would  neceasarily  resulin 
from  tho  bieodi  of  tho  compact  with  Hungary,  andfl 
froii)  tbii  disruption  of  tho  Wostorn  portion  of  thj-P 
EiLipiru  iiito  a  duster  of  federal  States.  Tlie  pi'daoyt 

liical  iniiuonce  in  evroport  tA  Cww&Ti's-srassi  laa- 
but  tiltinKitely  tke  E-«ii>««  '^.^'I.T^,^ 
Jioided  to  the  pr.a^"T.  o^  W  s.^\^^  ^"^^^^^ 
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clemandi    were    tefuaed,    fvnd    niter  an 

iaUrvol  Prince  AuoiiC  ArnBRPEBO,  aa  able  aii'1 
■iisied  liader  of  the  Liberal  party, succeeded  Count 
iJoHEXWART  aa  Minister  ;  Out,  to  the  general 
Burprite,  Count  Bgiii^t  was  dismiisod  frotn  tbe  yoa^ 
in  which  he  hod  during  S.ve  evontful  years  rendered 
in  valuable  services  to  the  Empire.  He  wna 
succeeded  as  Clw.ncollor  of  the  Empire  by  Count 
Andrassy,  Slid  Count  LoNViv  liecanie  Priiue 
Minister  of  Hungary.  The  KAii'KitoK,  natwitli- 
Btnudin^  his  viuiillatiuQii,  ■ouiiis  tn  have  noted  with 
good  faith  iind  putriutinH  :  but  Bobemiu  vflmains 
recusant,  anil  th«  iilmiist  iusiipcnibla  (lilHuiiltiuH  of 
reoonciling  the  uonflictiug  pretonsionH  of  riviil  ra«08, 
to  judge  fruni  the  Emi'/jkoil's  iiddresa  to  tlm 
BeiuliDratli,  have   not  beau    even    [iiirtiaUy    ovei*- 

Tlie  relations  bi^tireen  tiie  Italian  Covoruuient 
and  the  Pope  remain  unuhanitnl,  except  by  the 
lapse  of  timb,  wliich  gntdiiully  Bcciiatonis  all  parties 
to  changes  wiiich  at  ihvt  surprised  both  wiiinai's 
wid  loserB.  Attei-  two  or  tlivee  previous  yisita  to 
Home,  tbe  KiNC  opened  Parliament  there  in  t!io 
inontli  of  Dooember,  irhile  the  Pope  soiemnly 
repeateil  to  a  sympathizing  audience  his  aomiatnnieil 
prntsEts  ngniast  aoDrilegu  and  usurpation.  In  tlie 
summer  Pilk  IX.  passed  the  traditional  limits  of 
tbe  rei^  of  Br.  Prebk,  nnd  at  the  age  of  eighty, 
notwithstanding  tho  lu^ency  of  zealmis  adherents, 
he  prefers  the  I'otiidmce  in  tiie  Vatican,  which  lie 
cdls  iniprisonment,  to  an  exile  from  wbich  his 
■uocesaors  miuht,  perhaps,  find  it  diltiDult  to  return. 
The  piety  of  M,  Thirbs  induced  him  to  offer  tho 
persocutod  Po«iTlTF  a  contintiunt  refuge  itv  tU» 
TBiaote  Castle  of  Pan,  and  11,  Thmus  SLii&ei.M&*  I 
lingular  recummeudstion  tU&t  ^\ie  \wweR  '^'*^" 
faraxarly  h„ou  iiiJiBl^ited  by  Hr.sr.'r  VJ . ,  '"^V"'^^ 
4!JZ^""^  ohief  of  the   ProtoaUTife«M«^^'^^r^^ 


invitatinn  that  ha  has  nothin*  for  the  preMnt  S. 
hope  from  PVancB,  It  ii,  [lerlmps,  si)me  eiinsotAtirtl 
to  the  persecuted  Church  thnt  m  ahnoat  every  P^V 
•«f  fiiiropa  it  is  still  powerful  fiioui(h  to  provOK»'J 
the  bittfr  hnstitity  of  the  Liberal  party.  Bwn  !■ 
theinodi-l  Itingdom  of  Bol^iim,  th«  OnnaanratiMl 
Ministry-  of  M.  h'Anetjias  wna  Intel^  driven  frW 
ofBcB  by  a  tumult  excited  on  »  frivolous  pntextV 
the  streets  of  Brussels.     The   Belgian   del  "" 

the  late  oitension  of  the  siiflrage,  wliieh  1  „  ,  . 
muted,  hnvi]  acquired  a  tn^inrity  in  tha  Lcgisliitnifi 
hut  the  toH-n  cdiistitucnoies  and  their  menihere'q 
Belgium,  as  olaowhore,  uro  opposed  to  oierical  inf 

Tlia  Itiiliiin  Frinca  who  nnoendert  the  . 
Ppftiii  at  the  IwKii'ni'iR  "f  the  jiratettt  year  has  tl 
fur  jimtitipd  ihe  disueruiiij;  choici^  of  the  atat«smAL 
-who  died  hy  the  hand  of  an  uiidi»i:overed  lUuiMSiB  tt 
few  hours  liefore  KiD2A!ii«i>Kolandt>d  at  UnrcrloM 
Admiral  Tophtk,  wIio  had  oppiisud  the  candidi 
■elected  byMarshiil  Pi.IM,  loyaily  discharged  1 
duty  of  wBleoming  him  on  his  arrival  mid  of  acco 
panying  him  to  Madrid.  Marshal  SkukaN'O  und^ 
took  the  formntion  of  the  Kmr's  first  C.ihinet,  bia 
finding'  that  hia  majority  in  theCortoe  was  doubt 
he  Bonn  afterwards  retirotl,  and  at  the  si 
tlio  union  of  patties  which  had  hcen  maintaini 
since  the  liiat  Revolution  by  the  influeuoe  of  P  ' 
was  finally  dissolved.  ZonBiLL.i  formed  a  1 
gressist  Ministry,  whioh  lasted  until  the  heginnf^ 
of  the  iJosRian  in  Outober,  wiien,  on  the  defeat  H_ 
Hacakta  of  KrvRBo,  the  Ministerial  candidate  for 
the  Presideooy  of  the  Cortes,  Zoimiu-i  in  turn  re- 
Binned,  A  Pi'oviaional  Cabinet,  under  a  naval 
officer  nnuied  Malumipo,  AiacrBiVAfti  WtiddQiAUia 

tax  tlie    dividends  oi   t\\o  * "^Xa*  w^^ '^'^'**'' 
tuaoofit  trf  18  per  cent.     tsW»^>''- 
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a  Government   supportetl   by  a  section   of  the  Pro- 
gressists und  by  the  fumier  membera  of  the  Liberal 
tTnion.     It   ii   not  enconraging   to   the  friends  of 
Spain  to  learn  that  Anoilo  retains  his  former  office 
under  the  new  Prime  Minister.     While  Zorrilla    , 
Wtts   Btill  in  power  the   King  ;niade  a  tour  through 
the  ^roTiiices  and  principal  towns,  nnd  his  apiritad 
bearing  and  evident  anxiety  to  identify  himself  iritti 
the  Spanish  nation   seeuii  to  JiiLve  acquired  for  liim    i 
genera]  popularity.    On  his  return  to  Madrid  ha 
was    painfully    reminded    of    the    embHrraasnient    I 
whioh   factions  struggles   cause   to   every   Spanisll   1 
ruler  ;  und   a   graver   diflicitlty  awaits  the  Govern-   J 
went  and   the   nation   from  the  continuance  of  the   I 
insurrection   in   Cuha.     Giglity    thousand    reguhu!   I 
troops,  deapitched  at   diflerciit   times   from   Spain,    I 
have   failed   to   stijipre^s  veKiiitancu,  and  the  capital   I 
uppoars  to   bo    contiolled     by   a   l)ody   of    liiwleaa   | 
Voluntcora,  who  have   litaly  put  to  death,  with  cjr-   I 
cumstancQS  of  peculiar  atrocity,  a  number  of  young  4 
men   belon^ng   to   iiome   of   the   must  respectable   1 
families  in  Havannah.     That   the   neutrali^  which   I 
hoe  lutherto   bteu   obanrved  by  thi  United  StatH 
may  possibly  be  exdianged  tor  a  more  s;;livo   policy 
is  luggestad  by  some  passages  in  the  recent  Measaga 
tu  Congress.     The  President  refers  in  strong  tei 
of  disaijproyal  to  the   continuance  of  slavery  in 
Spanisll  colonii^,  and  he  amiounot^s  that  the  oftlcers 
of  the  Navy  have   been   directed  to  give  ampie  pro- 
tection to  American   citizens.     Although  all  parties    | 
in  Spain  are  at  present  unanimous  in  their  professed 
determination  to  retain  possession  of  Cuba,it  might, 
perhaus,  be  prudent   to   devise,    if  poaiible,   soma 
amicable  method  of  separation.  1 

In  the  same  Message  PreBiden^  Gv-vsi-bt*  *^*- 
to  aiiigmtuUte  the  Congreta  and  tVev*'^'^^''^^^^ 
pnuimhyof   the    country,  on.  l\»e   «^'^'*-^'='^ ''\,S^« 

-^^  o^  the  *pproacl>inE  BettlemWt  ol  ^.V«  iiS*-^'* 
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%nth  Great  BriUiii,  In  aontequence  ef  tba  o' 
tUTBH  with  which  the  pBliSUMiXT  replied  to  I 
GBASTiij.E'it  proposal  of  a  Joint  CominiMion  or 
Cuiadian  Fisheries,  Earl  De  Gsey,  aince  ere 
JIarqui*  •£  RiPON,  Sir  Staitobd  Nobthcoib,  li 
MorMTAQUE   !Bek}«akd,  and   two  Canadians  of  hi 

C"'tical  rank,  met  fttWaahii^jton  a  not  lem  am. 
;  of  American  Conunisuonen,  ixcluding  I  _ 
HiimTos  Fish,  Seoretary   of   State,  and  G«ner^ 
SouGN'tK,  now  American  Miaistei  in  England.  T* 
American     ConimiEsionera     positively    refused 
include  among  the  questions  lo  be  settled  any  clai 
for  redroM  on  ncoount  of  the  Fenian  expediticn 
which,  had  entered  Canada  from  the  territory  of  U' 
United  States.  The  principle)  on  which  tho  Alabai 
claims  wera  to  he  settled  were  determined  with  « 
and  rapidity.     The  English  CommiBsioners  ass 
to  the  proposal  of  their  American   collengnes 
the  rule  for  which   the   Government  of  the  TJnit^S 
States  h:ul  always   contended  should  be  establish^ 
for  the  future.    Neutrals  were  tti  be  responsibs' 
for  negliitent'e  in  alluuing  vessels  to  be  onilt  bl , 
equipped  in  their  dominions  forpiirpoaeaof  hoatili^ 
a|:aiu5t  a   belUgcrent  ;  and,  although   the   Englua 
Commiflsioners   justly  declared   that   the  proposed 
law  was  entirely  novfJ,  tliey  nndertook  to  allow  tbi 
Alabnma  claims  to  be  decided  under  the  rr  p<rit. 
fiictii  law.     After  the  concession  of  the  main  paiif( 
in  dispute   there  was  no  diiHciilty  iti  adiunting  tttf 
niticlunery  fur  deciding  on  the  facts  of  the  case  anid 
for  asBesaing  damages.    Three  arbitrators,  appointaJI 
by  as  many  impartial  Govommenti,  have  alrea^ 
TDst  at  Geneva,  with  the  Loud  Ouigf  Jcstiob  0 

•  Eniilani)  and  Mr.  Crarljsh  Fbascis  AdamsIj  respej 
tively  representing  the  English  and  American  n^ 
verujneijts.    Sir  RocSDBU."P»J-'M*»,'\«sa-Mi4jK!uC«^^^ 

tlie  duty  of  acting  aa  couTiaeV  im  ■^■^^■^■';^?  ^J^T 
any  ob^cticn  ht  made  «^t\^«r  «->^^^"^^\S^- 
£iie  advocate.     A   Slisei  Coiiiw.w^o^  ^^v*^^ 


ton  Ifl  emplovud  in  adjudionting  on  other   cLisaea  of 
tlaiins,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Canadian  Farliu- 
ment  will  pass  tito  Acts  which  are  necessary  to  g'yo 
effect  to  the   danses  o!  tho   Treaty  relating   to  the 
FishenHB.    The  disputed  boundary  in  the  Straits  of 
S«n  Juan  is  toferred  to  tUo  arbitrution  of  tlio   Gt- 
man   EihfbRoh.     Tha  main   of  sole   object   of  ttio 
Trewty  has  LeeB  fnlly  attained.    The  Anioricans  are 
at    last    thttronghly     eatiBfied,    nlthourfi     .1    few 
grtimblent  regret  the  n-ithdnvwal   of  the   prepos- 
terous elafan  for  redresB  on   account  of  the  Qt^EEK'^ 
Proalamation  of  Nentmlity.     For  the  first  time  in 
80  yean  juunrnliBts  and  puiilic  speaker*  havo  ceased 
to  court  applause  by  liestile   denunciations   of  Eng- 
land.    At  home  the  sweater  part  of  tlie  Fnion  in- 
uceeaes  aa  usnal  in  prosperity,  thonali   softie  of  tho 
Soutiiem  Btates  have  not  eTeuhegnnlo  recover  from 
tlie  min  and   diaorgani:catioii   of  tho  civil  war.     In  ' 
Siinth  Carolina  and   in   one  or  two  other  States  the 
PREaiBBNT   haa    used    armed  force    to  rcpreas  the 
outn^ea  of  armed  bands,  Tfhich  express  in  a  luwlcs.1 
and  (riminal  form   the  diasaCi^faclion  whioh   is  fait 
at  ths  political  anpremBcy   of   dishonest  straiifjers 
and  ignorawt  negroes.     The   Pkesidbnt  h,is  wisely 
recommendtd  to  Congress  the  remedial  moasuro  of 
a  general  amnesty,  which   would  restore  to  civil 
rights  the  best  members  and  the  natnral  leaders  of 
the  oonunnnity.    The  most  remarkalde  event  vhich 
has  lately  occurred  in  the  Cnited  States  hasno  noU-  ' 
tieal  bearing.     The  central  part  of. the  great  city  of  ' 
Ohica^  was  during  the    autumn    bnrnt   to   the 
ground,    and    about     the    Hiime    time    vaat    fire.' 
devastated   large    portions    of  tho  North-Weatem  '   | 
Statea,  dertroyini;  many  towns   and   villagew.     The 
unequalled  energy  of  the   Ainevican  "jjwr^t  ^**j 
alraidj  nommenaed  the  restoraliori  <A  t?Kiaw;p,  ^"5^ 
tJie  immediate   ivants   of   the    hoToe\csa  "5W)V"*^v  >v 
Jiave  been  Iiii-gcly  relieved  by  A-mctica.^^  a>-^^  *''"'^^^ 
liberality.     Aot.nthatnadma:    t^e    opp"*"^^**^ 


•ISTL 
■action  of  UiH  Bapubiipan  partj,  iDcIuding  J 
SiTinrEB  and  Mr.  Greeley,  it  is  noarly  certai 
that  Gener^  Gbakt  will  be  nomuiated  and  i 
elected  iu  November  ne:tt.  The  Democratic  p 
which  at  the  last  eUdiiuii  obtaiiied  iive-wventliB  o 
the  total  nuniber  of  votei,  lias  been  gravely  d"  _ 
crodited  bj  the  exposuru  of  extraordinary  frsudi 
committed  by  iti  thief  muiiwers  in  " 
populoui  State  of  the  Union.  The  Hctonce  or  art  t( 
which  American  politiua  have  been  ruduced  1 
never  been  ao  chBTacteristically  illnstrftied  as  in  t 
exti-eme  (»se  of  tha  City  of  New  Tork,  whioh  hi 
witli  pardonable  exajiguiation  been  aomutimes  uallg^ 
an  Irish  Republii^  A  body  of  politicians,  knowf 
from  their  place  of  meeting  by  the  name  of  tl 
Tammany  Deinourati,  has  for  aome  time  paat  cui 
trolled  the  elections  not  only  of  the  City,  but  of  ihfl 
8tate,and  half-a-dozeu  of  their  leaders  had  giadnalT 
assiimiid  the  absolute  direction  of  affaiit, 
Ihom  were  men  oE  the  lowest  claw  and  of  more  tl 
dciibtfiil  character  ;  nor  was  it  at  any  time  hi 
rtuscd,  eitlieF  by  Iheir  activu  aiij^iortera  or  by  \ 
r«>l>eetablH  portion  O^  the  community  nhiuh  *i 
liiittod  to  their  rule,  that  tlie^  were  petsonaU, 
honest ;  but  the  divori'e  of  taxation  and  repreienU 
t'eii  hiis  long  depriTed  the  conatttuenuy  of  Netf  ■ 
Yot!<^  of  all  interest  in  purity  of  adminiHtratLo] 
I'Lr   cliief   rjit.'inbcr  of  the  gang,  or,  in   Ainurica 

Ehraifolo^;-,    of     the     '"  Ring,"    nftuD    Ijecomin 
ankrnpt  as   a  small   trndesnian   a  few  years  ogt 
tiiid  having  since    pursued    no  branch  of  hone^ 
ind  II J  try,  I)  ad  amnsaed  aa  a  politician  a  large  fortuna 
ivliii'h  lie  npent  with  oeteiitatious   splendour.    H 
nnd   liii   a-isnciates   purchased   with   the  city  fundl^ 
/.')«  voIcA  of  a  majority  in  the  Senate  and  AsaemblyJ 
Bui\,    in  pirtneraWij' wiftx  tins   eopjiVj    ^otovioiw" 
diVer'nra    of    t.l.e     Erie  'B.wi.'Stt-j,  fea  "iiBMsaint" 

th»  Bt-ncb.     The    t«ftt\OTi   oi  o'^*  "^"^ 
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-  inftti^i^d  cities  in  the  world  amounts  to  about 
£6,000,000  It  year,  and  for  some  time  past  the  debt 
of  Iho  city  liaa  been  largely  and  rftpidly  iiicieaBiii^. 
That  grow  frauds  were  committed  waa  universaJly 
known,  but  the  detailed  proofs  of  emboKilcmunt 
whiuli  ulcimately  exiitod  popular  indienation  were 
furnished  by  the  unaided  energies  of  the  Hex:  Ytirk 
Times.  It  was  proved  that  the  fittings  and  furniture 
of  a  single  public  building  had  in  two  years  cost  a 
million  and  a  half  sterlnng.  The  amount,  which 
waa  only  one  of   ma,ny   fcuudulent  itoms,  had  been 

I  divided  between  the  city  rulers  iind  the  tradesmen 
who  were  HUppiwed  to  have  furnished  thefjoods,! 
Tlie  plumber  and  the  ijarpenter  had  eiu:h  oKtenaibly 
received  £500,000,aud  it  was  onlculatcd  that  tliebill 
(or  LTirpets  would  have  sufficed  to  tuver  the  City 
Part  with  the  m<i3t  costly  fulirics  ot  the  kind. 
Enormous  sums  weni  traced  into  the  poRseuion  uf 
the  chief  culprits,  iind  it  may  be  hoped  that  some 
of  them  will  be  bniught  Co  justice.  At  the  autumn ' 
eleotion  the  Republimn*,  uniting  with  the  respect- 
able Democrats,  returned  their  caud  idatcs  for  tha 
principal  city  offices,  and  tbey  obtained  a  more  im- 

Ertant  victory  by  securing  a  majority  in  the  Legis- 
ure  ;  but  the  chief  criminal  was  re-elected  to  the 
SenMe.  The  delinquent  Judges  will  probably  ba 
impeached  and  punished  ;  and  as  long  as  tha 
upright  part  of  the  population  is  willing  to  devota 
its  energies  to  political  afiaiia,  the  renewal  of  the 
abuses  will  be  effectually  prevented  ;  but  sooner  or 
later  universal  sufl'rage,  as  applied  to  the  govern- 
ment  of  a  wealthy  city,  will  reproduce  its  natural 
effects,  and  projects  for  vesting  the  control  of 
municipal  funds  in  the  taxpayers  are  obviously 
futile.  Pecuniary  corruption,  facilitated  b^  tta 
voles  of  unqualified  constituQi\de«,  \ft  toA  ccm'iwi.'A. 
to  one  State  or  one  party.  Two  »oTtti«ro.  *^'"^ 
tiirera.  who  (.ftva  been  raised  \>y  f^a  wa^o '"^^^^ 
th^   o/fl««    nf   Governor    nnd    TreMxiTCT   "t  ^«^^ 
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Carolina,  have  lately  uurloiimd  mure  tl 

sterling  trom  ilie  funds  of  the  State.     The  diapl 
ment  of  the  natural   centra   of  power  tuuils,  uut  tc 
the  bonadt   of  a  domin&nt  rubble,  but  ta  the  prou 
of  swiudlen   who   wi«ld   the  power   DDniinally  im 
trusted  io  their  dupes.     The  lute  MuoioipaJity  f^ 
New  Yoric  and^elatii  ComtuuneofForisei 
the   grotesque 'and   the    gloomy  side    of 
Deinocrac3'.     The  French  RuvolutioQiit  is        „ 
tjve,  earnest,  and  cruel ;  the  Amerium   detnagogt 
ie  proctiud,  humociius,  and  corntpt ;  (if  the  uoi. 
trusted  Hpecimena  tha  Hiberno-Ameriuui  type  i| 
pei'hiips,  the  less  uScosire. 

Pubtical  interest  in  this  country  baa  during  tl 
year  been  piiuuiiiivlly  cuiiliued  to  the  pruceeditiKa  d 
Pui'liaiueat.  The  dltestablishment  of  the  Irwl 
Oliurult,  which  was   tinally  contpleted   o 

diiy  of  tjie  yeai,  attracted  little  uotioe  ii ^ 

Tlie  Irish  clarify  and  laity  have  aincQ  occupied  that 
■elves  with  Donuaeudable  activity  in  the  orgaji.' 
tkon  and  partiid  eadowtuent  of  their  leligioua  ci. 
^  wunity.  Future  experience  will  sliow  whether  itM 
.  noasible  to  maintnin  the  influence  which  the  olei! ' 
,  £ave  hiUiorto  derived  from  their  sooial  position  ai 
,  itoia  their  tidiication.  The  exporimsnt  of  depti 
ing  tlie  Bishops  of  ueivrly  all  their  patronage  n 
^Jiut  tend  to  confirm,  their  authority,  Uurini;  b 
,  j&ecess  several  iigitatora  have,  witli  iadili'er^ 
^fnccess,  nttocbod  as  many  ports  of  the  dsistiug  CcM 
,  B^tutiun.  Mr.  Dixci^j  and  a  aymputhiiiug  body  d 
fiDolughnm  patiiote,  Iiavlng  energy  to  Hpare  fror 
I  l^r  denunciations  of  tlio  Education  Gill,  after  lol 
preparation  induced  two  other  manibera  of  Parl^l 
tufiut  to  attend  a  meetinte  for  the  reform  or  ahol^'^ 
,  lion  of  tlie  UouGe  ofXiOiiIs.  As  no  two  apeak^tj 
caucurrtdin iiny  opiiuun., Ei^vissf^  ^  AiBa^VMval o£  ■ 
iha  pi'eaent  House  of  l«ta»,ft>B  iw'as^'wnws  Q(.-t«^fe(b<. 
tlon  of  juij-  project  ol  ^^^"i.-^^  tf' ™^^^''^ 
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Chables  Dilke,  who  was  selected  by  Mr.  Olad- 
StoNE  to  aeconct  laat  year's  Address,  undertook  to 
deliver  in  the  North  ii  surics  of  lectures  on  the 
redistribution  of  seats  in  Parliament.  Finding, 
perhapa,  that  the  Buhject  was  not  popularly  nttrrac- 
tive,  tiie  lecturer  suddenly  digresBed  at  Newcastlo 
into  an  attack  on  the  'Qcebn's  adminiatmtiun 
of  the  Oiyil  Ijist,  adding  a  milSBtiitemeht,  which 
has  since  been  disproved  but  never  retracted,  to 
the  efieot  that  Her  Majei^ty,  in  spite  nf  a  promise 
given  to  Parliament,  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of 
paying  Income  Tax,  Sir  Chaelbs  Diike  proceeded 
to  oxpresshis  belief  that  with  theprogress  of  educa- 
tion the  great  body  of  Engliahmen  would  hereafter 
E refer  a  Eepublin  to  a  Monarchy.  A  few  diiya 
iter,  in  a  speech  at  Bristol,  Sir  Ohakles  Dilkb 
avowed  himself  a  Republican,  and  he  has  received 
a  «iue  reward  in  the  appLiitse  of  eveiy  revolution ;iry 
faction  in  the  kingdom,  and  in  ndmission  as  an 
honorary  member  to  the  International  Society. 
By  an  axceptional  infelicity,  he  wtts  almost  imme- 
diately *Ete^wa^d8^nswered  by  the  most  apmitaneoua 
and  universal  outburst  of  loj^Tty  to  the  Ciioww  ' 
nWch  has  occurred  within  two  generations.  A 
more  mischievous  set  of  incendiaries,  becanae  they 
are  surrounded  by  more  inflammable  materiaiFi, 
have  attempted,  not  without  temporary  success,  to 
stir  up  once  mora  the  chronic  disalfectiun  of  tlia 
Irish  rabble.  Daring  tfiB  Oontiuenta!  w>it  while 
all  other  claases  were  exertmg  themselves,  without 
distinction  of  sect  or  party,  to  assuage  the  siitFoi'inga 
of  the  wounded,  almot  of  Irish  agitators  despatched 
to  the  aid  of  the  French  army  a  single  ambuknca, 
which  was  loudlv  announced  as  a  proof  of  national 
(ympathy.  In  the  course  of  the  autumn  two  or 
threa  French  Legitimists  o!  iKufe,  Wviwj,  '^'is.Ti 
peimaded  to  visit  Ireland  for  the  OTotesaei  ^-a-r^^Wi  '"M 
of  expressing  the   j»ratituda    oj  ttveVr   «ott-(\'WS«i'^i3 
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ingi.in  which  the  sdrocatei  of  Home  K<iJe  delivers 
tbeir  usual  declnTnations  against  Enclaud. 
that  time  Mr,  Brrr  has  prosecuted  with  ut 
activity  hi»  agitation  for  the  repeal  of  tha  Unioi^ 
sod  thel:e  U  rmeon  to  believe  that  the  lie' 
ment  nuycauae  some  embnrrassmant  at  I  . 
General  !blection.  In  his  profeaaiona]  capacity  Mr  J 
Butt   auceeeded   in   prDcnrinE  the  acquittal   of   C 

Srisoner  who  was  charged  with  the  murder  o'  ' 
etective  officer.  It  must  be  nisumed  that  the  ji 
entertained  aonBcientioua  doubti  of  the  identity  tX 
the  accuaed,  although  the  uooiisel  relied  by  prafeT' 
ence  on  two  qu^^stionuble  propositiona^that  a  deteo-f 
tive  police  officer  might  be  Justly  put  to  death,  i  _^ 
that  the  guilt  of  homicide  reatad,  not  with  th^ 
asBaisin  who  ahot  the  deceaaed,  bat  with  the 
eminent  surgeon  who  failed  to  cute  the  wound. 
The  applauKe  of  u  luoh  which,  njifiarently,  partici- 
pated in  none  of  the  doubts  entertained  by  the  jury 
was  received  by  Mr.  Bt-tt  with  the  assurance  that  „ 
they  had  jjained  a  great  Constitutional  triujiiph. 

Of  III!   the   queations   which  iiave   Iteen   af  lat^ 
publicly  discussed,  the  clauBca  of  the  Edacatinn  Uillfl 
which   alluw  of  aid  to  llenomiiiationai   Schriola  STRf 
likely  to   cause   most  trouble  to  the  Uovernmeu&l 
Itlr.  BixoN  has   in  this   iiiFitsiice  also  kssunied  the 
suost  prominent   place,  and   he   is  supported  by  mU 
powerful   body  of   Nonoonfo'TuiBta.     The  object  oT^ 
excluding   religious   teaclung   from   day  schouls   ig 
evidently  pursued   with   fanatical   eameatweBa  hy  « 
section  of  the  Liberal  party,  which  ia  powerful  ia 
numbers  mad  influence,  whatever   may  be  the  valual 
of  its  argnmentfl.     It  may  he  hoped   that   the  mor 
enthusiastic  friends  of  secular  education  will  not  b 
supported  by  the  Hulk  of  their  adherents   ia  tlieicfl 
threat  of  breaking  up  the   party  unliiss  the  Ooverii-^ 
meat  consent*  to  abandon  ttw-wtU-coiavdMcd  o. . 
promise  of  1869.  The  oontM\,\Mrt.'ReoTi\.'fta-*\M:\!« 
«ad  brewers  on  ona  ude  ao*  ^""^i  wiNoca-Vi^  (ii.  c 


ptilsory  abBtinence  on  the   other  Ib  not  JPSB  actively 
EUBtained,  Although  this  ouiiuexion  between  potitioB 
9,nd  the   beer  trade  is  only  Hcuideiital,  the  clis»atia- 
liujtricu  oi  the  puhlicana  with  ftlr,  BiiuoB'a   proposal 
Imd  prob&bly  a  kr^e   slinre   iu  the  defeat  of  Minis- 
terial  candidateB  iit  JSaat  Surrey,  at  Truro,  and  at 
Flymouth.     In  Esat  Surrey  Mr.  Chakujm  Buxton,  , 
wliose  l&mented  death  cunBed  a  vac^nay,  bad  at  tha 
(leiieial  Electioa  Uefeated   Jiia   opponent  byacoor' 
Eic£erabl«    luajonty.     His    Conaervative  ■ueoesBOr, . 
]V]r,  Watnkv,  headed  the   poll  ia   tlio   autumn  by  ■ 
more  than,  a   thousand  vutes.     It  ia  difficult  to  «a^. 
wbolbcr   tho   poi)uljirity  uf  Mr.  GiuutiiONB  and  hi&' 
uoUuKguea  ia   aeriously  iuipaiied.      Neither    grava 
misduTiages   in   the  piihLic  seiviae  nor  the  ouli^hls 
evaaion  of  on   Act  of  Varlioineut  by  two  prinaipal 
AlinuiterB  waa   no   much   calculated  to   diaturbthd-J 
I'uhuHt   faitli  of  Lil«rul   cotiatitii«iioieH  oa   to  exQit«  i 
the  (Uaapproval  of  luss  imimlaive  politicians.     Mr, 
Gi.AiMTO.NE   haf,  except  on  three  or  four   ocoaBioua,  ■  ' 
judiciously   kept  hiIuiicb    diirinjj  the   Recess.     At< 
\Vliilhy  he   coutcaated   tlio   steady  devotion   to  his  i  '^ 
person  of  the  provinuial  I'ruuawitli  the  metropolitan  i  i 
i^ritioiaiiis,  whiuli  lie   hiuBtJly  attributed  to  a  corrupi  % 
interest   in   the   Ey*teiu  ol   purchase.     In  a  luura.f' 
statpftumidikii   Iuuh  he  lumouneed  at  Aberdeen   tlia'' 
xeaolnte   datevmiiiatioii  uf  his  Govariimeut  to  resiai. 
in  every  fomi  attempts  to  Beparate  ireliuid  from  tba  •! 
United  Kiiigdom.  in  ft  ^rst  visit  to  his  couBtituenta  .  ■ 
St  Greenwich  he  ueiivetod  nu  eloquent  apology  for -J 
hia  domeMtio   polii^  :  snil   soon   aftorwards,  at  tha  . 
Ztlansion-liouAe,   lio   unce   mure  avowed    his   well-  . 
linuwn  conviutiun   of  iJia  peaoeful  diapoaition  of  all  < 
Powers,  iwd  of   tlm  impussihility  of  war.     The  at-    * 
tontion   which   hud    htien  throughout  tlia   Session  • 
concentrated   on   the   Arniy   waa    more    ngraeahly  ,1 
iHMiupied    by    the    Autumii     MaiKUUvres    on    tha- 
l-prdeiaei herkaliire   and   HamptUKva.    "5A.\,CiKM»" 
uiEij,  dtiasi-vM  credit  ioc  inaUvutw^g, '«\ia.\.  ii 
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henceforth   an   indispensable  part  of  ths  syatem  offl 
luiiiUry  instruction.     About  30,000  men,  including'V 
Militim    and    Volnnteecs,    wera  lUHombled  in    thafl 
district   to  tlie   east  of  Aldershott,  undsr  the  oom+l 
iiiand  of  some  of  the   most   experienced  offican  iof 
tile  service.     The  Dake  of  Oasibkidoe  Miiimed  thttfl 
chief  command,  unil  the  Prince  of  Wales  took  a  fl 
part  in  the  movementa  B.t  the   bend   of   a  Cavalry '  I 
brigade.  Comphmenbiiiv  ropocbi  on  the  manoravres.  'J 
(.-ourteously  fni'Diehed  b^  Oeneial  BLruEKTHAL  and'  A 
other  (littliiguiHhed  foreign  oflioeri,  have  Kinos  been  ' 
ijuoted  by  Mr.  Gusstchb  with   eager   satiifaction. 
The  Volunteers  reoeived   fsvouraiile  notice,  but  the 
general  attention  was  chieHy  directed  to  the  efticiancy 
of   the   troops   of   the   Line.     It  was   agreed  on  all 
linndu  that  the  materials  of  the  Army,  both   officers 
and  men,  were  of  admirable  quality.    The  stratejiy 
diaplayed   was  Tacionsly   estimated    bj  oompeteut 
judges,  and  the  Control  Department  will  probably, 
(in  a  niture  oaawion,  avoid  oi'oamuiial  failnrea  whieh 
excited  BomB;  oomi)laint.     It  W«a  found  ditfiotrit  to 
i:onrinee  tlio  unima^native  British  sddier  that  ha 
inuat   be   Hti>p)>ed   by  a  conventional   anil  invisible 
impediment,  or  that  he  should   acknowlodge  defeat 
I'll  the  authority  of  an  umpire.     It  was   justly  Raid 
ihat  the  chief  use  of  a  first  experiment  "f  the  kind 
w-va  to  bring  to  Ught   mietakes   for   the  sftke  of  cor< 
ledtiug    them.       After     the     concUiBion.    of     the 
niiiowuvroB   Mr.    Oaruwbu.   issued    the    expectoif 
J\oyftl  Warrant,  which  thenceforth  regu  ntes  the 
L'OUBtitiition  of   the  Army.     Admission  to  the  rank 
iif   an  ofilcer  is  in  the  ereat   majority  of   cases  to 
depend  on  open  competition,  but  two  or  three  aup* 

plementary   modes   of   access  are  judi-—  ' 

vided,  and   the   Brigade   ot   Guards  is, 
tiint,  not   affected   by   the  Warrant,     Comets  am 
Ktisigas  are  abolished  ;  promotion  up  to  the  rank 
vi  Major  is  as  &  rule  to  \»  4B\«roini«A.^  iktmstA.-^  , 
and  in  the  bieha  smVt  ty  wteo^wu.  "l««taTO.'Cr- 
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Judgmeiit  of  the  Oomjiander-in-Chiep  an  elaDorate 
system  of  Teporta  is  to  be  fiirniahed  on  the  conduct 
and  capabilities  of  every  oflicec  by  his  immedtata 
Biipei'iat.  The  theory  of  imivetsal  suiiervision  will  ii 
lirobably  be  reduced  within  narrower  limitB,  and  it  | 
will  iaevitnbly  be  niodiiiad  or  disregarded  ia 
practice.  Ur,  Gohckbn,  who  succeeded  Mr.  j 
OniLBEEa  as  First  Lord  ot  the  Admiralty  in  " 
ciarlj  port  of  the  year,  has  hitherto  not  I 
fortunate,  though  he  is  not  porBonally  reaponaiblo  J 
for  either  of  tl)B  diaaatera  which  have  oiioiurecl,  I 
Ho  diai'layed  Inudable  firmness  in  the  cue  of  ths  J 
^ginoourt,  which  had  been  iillowed  by  Uf<^^  A 
negligence  to  run  aground  on  s,  \Tell-knowii  shoal.  1 
A  Court-Martial  haA  duty  ceuKiived  the  subordinRla  J 
QltioerB  coDCGrnud,  and  Mr.  (iiLisriii<:N  disiiiiiised  fi'uia  1 
their  commands  two  Adiniiiila  who  were  uoiisiclered  1 
to  share  the  responsibility  of  the  misadventure.  I 
He  haa  also  referi-ed  to  a  Cooiniission,  under  tha  J 
piesidenof  of  Lord  Lawicknce,  tlie  scandalous  case  | 
o£  the  troopaliip  Meguira,  which  was  neceawurily  n 
on  flhora  and  abandoned  on  a  remote  islaitd  iii  t 
Southern  Ocean.  The  flippant  aoswers  of  the  1 
then  Seci«tar;  of  the  Admiiidty  to  i^uostions  asksd  1 
in  the  House  of  Commons  with  resjiact  to  the  I 
Megsera  increased  the  general  indignation  at  thf 
roukleas  indiffurence  of  some   unknown  uutliority  U 

the  safety  of  the  passeugers  and  crew  and  to  the  1 
etliciency  of  tho  aerriue.  In  tlie  conduct  of  the  j 
other  great  Departments  of  State  there  has,  with 
one  exception,  been  little  to  excite  public  attention. 
The  OommakubU'IN-Chiep  I!<  iNDii  baa  employed  I 
in  the  preparations  for  a  petty  border  war  the  same  J 
elaborate  cure  and  forethought  which  insiired  hia  j 
Bucc«BS  in  Abysainia.  Lord  KiuBtuiLBT  has  once  j 
niore  been  called  upon  to  congratulate  the  CantuliAti  J 
Govemaieat  on  the   rep\Uae  ut  a.'EBtvm.ii  ist.v^i'"*™'  ,— 

whioh  iovuded  the  remote  temtofs   d*^  *^'*  ^"^ 
^'^er.     Tho    United    States'  B,ut\iQKi\Aea  m.V«.tsw«* 
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srrested  the  ringleaders  in  the  outrage,  biit  imrae' 
dintely  reieMed  them  on  ths  crotind  of  the  ofTencti 
havin);  been  coininitled  within  Britiih  territwry. 
Tli«  tre«ties  which  have  been  concluded  witli 
Itu^tia  Hnd  with  the  Un iter!  StatPs  ha-.e  !nr  tin' 
Iirtnont.  BitiBliL'd  both  Powera  ;  and  tlic  niiwt  im- 
{wrtknt  ncgotiatiotL  which  nfiw  demandi  the  Mton- 
tion  of  the  Foreign  Offica  mUtw  tn  the  French 
CamuieireuJ  Treat^.  In  one  iiriportant  brnneh  of 
thu  pnbtic  eervice  a  )rT&ve  voandnl  has  ooourted. 
Hy  »n  Act  passed  at  the  iiiitriBoo  of  the  (rovem- 
niLiit  in  the  last  ^egiioti,  elieibttjr.y  txi  the  iitftco  of  i% 
j)aid  monibar  of  the  Jniliciiil  CcHiiinitle«  iif  PjiTy 
CriiiiK'il  Stan  Ihnited  to  pnst  or  pri»E»iit  .hides*  of 
ttio  Ktiperior  Conrts,  Hnd  ti>  r>erBOns  who  hnd  held 
two  or  thnn  other  unpiiBed  offiriBS.  At  tho 
hpginnitiuof  th«  Miohaelmas  TViii.  on  the  luwmo- 
lion  to  the  I'iii,7  Council  of  Sir  M.-NTAmiB  SMITH, 
the  ATTOiiNEv-fJimFE.ir,  wiis  (fo^etted  aa  ■  Piriano 
Jud(|:eo(  th«Oi<mmi.iL  I'leas  for  thm^xpreiapurpoge 
nf  qiiiklifyiiig  biiii  for  »n  iip|>nintmanttntlie  JudidKl, 
OriDiniittue.  which  was  toon  nftoTWiLrds  completed.' 
The  Lord  Cjiikv  ifitsTK'E  of  E^idLAND  immeai»t«!7- 
addrvsKcd  avifioroiis  and  arsamentnliverainonstrsinoft' 
to  Mr.  flLAriHTOKE  oil  the  wilfnl  evasion  oftl«' 
ohvioiiB  nipnnins  of  the  statute.  Mr.  Giinsrowi 
oharacteriBtionllv  nimwereil  thttt  tho  Lokd  Ohaji- 
vuLum  was  esc.luHively  roBprnuible  for  the  appoiiA^' 
menl.nf  Pniunt  Judges,  end  that  he  had  himBoB 
not  lip  to  thai  tinw  appointttd  Sir  Robfrt  Cor.uMt] 
n  member  oF  tlie  Judicial  Contiuittce.  LnM] 
Hathkbi-et  ill  Inm  curtly  informed  the  OkispI 
JosmcK  that  his  shiira  in  thft  troiiEaction  wai  int«n- 
lionai,  and  thnt  lie  would  at  lit  time  aud  ploca  be 
prepared  in  defend  his  conduct.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  opportunity  will  be  offered  us  soon  a.t 
/'orJittjiient  ineots,  to  t\ie  \(itm\tfean-  <*  »'^».-« 
Officer  of  high  characleT  a»A  BfiWoVi^-^^  •  - 
no  objection  would  VaveX^eeu  cffiwsAilwn.^ 
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polrtwent  had  conformed  tn  the  spirit  as  well  a 
the  letter   of  the   law  ;  but,  as  tlie   Chief  Jpstich 
3onelnsiTely  nrped,  a  qnalifioation  conferred  (or  the 
piirpOM  t.f  satisfying  the  words  of  the  Aut  fnrnishei 
rt'iiiB  of  tlje  securities  Teqiiirad  by  Parliament. 
Lnrd   HiT»Rni.BY's   princi pie  a  civilian   miKht   c 
day  roeaive   n   commission   as   General,  and  on  ( 
nest  be  made  Co m m and er-in- Chief,     If  the   Lord    , 
CffANCELLOR  has  violated   hia   doty  as  head  of  tha    ] 
profea»ioJi   and   piardi^n   of   the   law,   Mr.   Glad- 
stone's aharo  in  the   trnnsactiin]  i»  KtUI  more   qaes- 
tionahie,  as  a  aecond  attompt  within  a  short  interval   I 
to   eitend   the    prerogative  whicli  he  ndministera.    I 
By  the  issue  of  the  Boyul  Warrant  on  PDrchase  tha   ] 
Prime  MiniiiTBR   strainod   the  Cnnatitntion,  and  in 
unncert  with   the   Lord   Chancbllob   he   has  now 
ahnwD    his    contempt    for    law.     For    the   seoond  I 
irrefcnlnrity  his  most  faithful   apala^ists  have  faUed  ] 
tn    invent   an   escuse.     It   is   doubtful  whether  si 
inuch  general   attention  lias  hcen  concentrated  oi 
a,uy   political   queation   as  t,a   the    niiwieidy   triiJ  1 
which   will   determine   the   title   to  the  estate  and  ] 
baronetcy  of  Tiohboriic.     The   Chief   Tustice  of 
(.'ommon   PleiiH,  with  a  apeeial  jury,  has   now  1 
enpaijed   for  seventy  diiys  in  hearinff  the  plaintiffs  1 
cue,  which   closed   on   the   eve   of  the   Chiiatmfts  I 
vacfttion.     It  w   impossible   to  conjectnrQ  whether   I 
the  defence  will   occupy  an   eniial   length   of  time. 
That  one  net  of  litiganbi  slioidd  have  a  monopoly  I 
for  half  It   year   of   the  services   of  a  Judge  of  the  J 
highrat  rank   is   an   anomaly  not   less  atrikino!  than  1 
the  moat  wonderful  of  the  X'SradoiteB  and  contradio-  1 
tioDs  wLiich  have  given  the  case  its  nnprecedeuted  1 
interest. 

The  prosperity  of  tha   country  throughout   the 

year  has  hfen  great,  and  theTo  is  itvc  ftw  ■^ifcwwv'i.-vsi 

sFDiptom  d/ decline   or  inteitaplu.n.    ttve  swwwss^  ,.'. 

ofimportiMd  es  porta  and  tho  pTodacAvCTviisa  ofoo^ 

■  ersnc  sources  of  re^-eiiue  have  BMOaaie^  ^^otW»^ 
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esporience,  and   theretiimaet  railway  traQcIiATflt 
exceeded  those   of  anj   former  year  by   nearly  ft.J 
million.     During   the  anturaii,  in  conseqiiBnce  of  a 
reduction  of   the   baUnce,  aud  in  antidpation   of 
large  deiuanda  for  money  to  meet  tke  Troncb  pajH 
iiientE  to   Germany,  tlio   Bank  Direotorn  advance 
their  rate  of  interest  in  successiTo  weeks  troia  2  i 
4  and  5  per  cent    Tlie  luurket  rate  of  disi 
never  rose  in  proportion,  and  at  iJia  end  of  Navem4 
ber  the  rate  was  reduced  to  3-^,  and  in   tho  niiddid 
of  December  to  2^  per  cent:  One  flourishing  briuiatt>g 
of  induatry  iraa  for  three  ov  four  months  leriouily 
alfeotod  by  a  "  slrike,"  which  ultimately   proTed 
succeufuL      In  consuifucnco  nf   the  success  of  n 
similar     movement    at    Kunderlnnd     the    workinu 
en^ieoi's  of  Newcaalle   demanded   the  reduction  oLh 
the  ordi'naiy  day's  labou  r  to  nine  hours  ;  and  tUei 
emploj-era,  after  inijiortiiig  many  foreign  workmein 
to  take  the  placu  of  the   secedera,  were  finally  oomJ 
pelled  to  yield.    Their  example  was  follon-ed,  eitheia 
voluntarily  or    under    pressure,    hy    many    creatT 
employers  in  other  porta  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  th»j 
atate  of  trnde  enables  the  workmen  to  retain,  ni 
thaleaa,  the  pri;vioiis  rate  of  wa^ea. 

Amona:  thu  fow  eminent  men  who  have  died  ii 
the  course  of  the  yetir  two  were  men  of  Bciencosfl 
Mr.  Hadbace  was  a.  profound  mathematician,  andV 
tile  calculating  machine  which  he  devised  wf 
unparalleled  proof  of  scientific  ingenuity. 
BouEHiOK  MuiiOHisos,  whose  natural  gilts  werefl 
I«obahly  less  roniarkoble,  occupied  im  exoeptionaln 
jKiaiidon  aa  the  coimecting  link  between  society  andl 
the  world  of  science.  By  the  geological  studies  and^ 
Inrestigations  wliich  he  commenced  after  the  oloiM 
of  his  military  career  he  noquired  a  conaiderabM 
reputation,  but  it  is  ns  the  zesJous  and  indefatif^ableil 
fi^aident  of  the  GeogtR?\ucal  SocisS^  "CtvaJi.  ^sst-«^S^,  ' 
perhaps,  ha  best  loraenibetea.  "^^iQ-oi&aHwa^^at 
ie  derived   from  bU  posijiatA^  BaS^«'^^!=*^ 
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range  of  hia  intorraation  waa  unifonnlj-  exercised  ^ 
in  promoting  disco  very,  and  every  miventuroiK 
traveller  reguKlcd  tlie  President  as  his  siireat  friend 
and  patron.  The  obstinate  incredulity  with  which 
lie  rejeoted  dnritig  the  kit  years  of  hia  life  all 
doubts  which  wer«  suggosted  aa  to  ths  safety  of  Dr. 
LiviNQsroNB  attraoted  unii-ursal  sympiithy,8ltliough 
his  sanguine  hopes  were  not  universally  felt.  A 
statesman  who  belonged  to  the  kst  generation 
passed  away  within  s,  few  days  beforo  the  close  of 
the  year.  Lord  ELtENBOBoccn'H  fame  was  greatet 
than  his  aohievements,  Uncondlifttory,  impnisive, 
resolute,  and  hauehty,  he  commanded  admiration 
rather  than  conridenoe.  During  his  short  Indian 
adminjatration  ho  reatored,  with  the  aid  of  Pollock 
and  NOTT,  the  military  reputation  which  had  been 
dangerously  oompronused  under  one  of  the  un-  ' 
accountttbly  feeble  favourites  whom  tho  "Whigs  wera 
in  the  habit  of  aeiecting  for  the  most  arduous  posts. 
In  the  nioi-e  douhttul  conquest  of  Scinde,  he  ' 
employed  Sir  CiiARLt!^  NjLTIBa,  whose  genins  and 
foibles  were  akin  to  hia  own.  His  Indian  Viceroyalty  '  i 
ended  in  consequence  ot  the  slights  wliioh  he  offered 
to  his  official  aiiperiors.  The  other  parts  of  Lord 
Ellenbokodgh's  administrative  career  were  fmg- 
montMV,  and,  on  the  whole, nnauccBssfiil.  Although 
he  rarely  toolc  part  in  the  debates  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  he  was  a  consummate  oraxor.  Never  speak- 
ing except  on  subjects  of  which  he  had  a  special 
linoirledge,  he  was  always  received  with  profound 
attention.  Hia  stately  presence,  his  musionl  voice. 
Ids  polfxhed  language,  and  his  lofty  tone  of  senti' 
iiient  all  contributed  to  Uio  effect  of  nia  eloquence. 
His  favourite  topics  were  Indian  administration  and 
foreign  policy.  In  one  of  the  latest  of  bis  speeches, 
dehvered  acveral  years  ago,  he  denounced  witli 
earnest  indignation  the  oppremiou  ot  '^oNbsA'xij 

JVoi  the  least  important  part  oi  Wia^i^Iw^  "A"* 


4S8  ANiniAl.  BUMltiKt—VHl, 

year  w&s  uoimoutcd  witli  the  proBpeot  of  a.  nuBfoc- 
tunQ  which  ha^  been,  liappily,  avoited.  An  illneaa 
from  which  the  Quekk  sutl'ered  in  the  earl;  part  of 
the  autunin  liail  produced  uiunj  sincere  expressionq, 
of  lojol  feelJBj;,  iind  tha  gi'eat  nuiaa  uf  the  col'- 
mnnitf,  which  had  never  wavwod  id  it*  uttuahmcii^ 
t(i  the  Ckown  and  to  tha  Kojal  Family,  wa< 
astonished  at  ita  own  prufouud  emotion  wkea  i\ 
becBino  known  that  the  Prince  of  Walks  was  ii:_, 
imminent  danger.  An  attack  of  fever,  commenciug< 
in  November,  had  from  the  first  oxcitol  consider-' 
able  umdety,  though  tlia  wedical  reports  for  three 
ueelta  were  comparatively  enoourtkging.  At  the  end 
of  the  first  week  in  December  a  relapse,  which  ap- 
peared to  have  renderedrecovery  ho[ieIeGS,pri>duced 
un  outburst  of  sympathy  and  sorrow  which  tiould 
only  be  compared  tu  tho  national  grief  on  the  doatii 
of  the  PrinceHB  CitARLOTTK  iii  1817.  In  every  town 
crowds  waited  aiixionaly  fur  the  issue  of  newspapej^ 
oontaining  chb  latest  news  of  tha  Fkihuu,  and  tha 
Govemmunt  found  it  expedient  to  forward  tlte 
medical  bnlleiiiia  to  all  the  telegropli  ortlces  in  tbo 
I'nited  Kingdom.  Throughout  India,  in  tha 
Colonies,  and  even  in  the  l  idled  StuUw,  tlie  druly 
jirogrcas  of  the  disease  was  recorded  and  watched  } 
nud  at  homo,  iii  tlie  chmulies  of  every  religious 
communion,  prayers  were  oSecuii,  thougb.  aluoat 
without  Iiope^  for  tlia  recovery  of  the  Pbixub.  A 
natural  association  directed  special  attention  to  tlie 
accounts  of  tha  14th  of  December,  the  day  on 
wliioli,  tun  years  before,  the  Pkisi-'ii's  ftither  hadi 
succutubed  to  th*  same  disease.  Va  that  vary  day,' 
or  a  few  hsiirs  earlier,  tliore  were  sympioms  o' 
ameniiment,  and  before  the  end  of  the  wuek  thi, 
most  dangerous  cumplioations  had  disappeared,, 
Tlie  vigour  of  youth  itnd  of  a  sound  constitution! 
lias  ainte  jjrodviced  a  slow  but  uninterrupted  pro- 
gress, and  there  is  atrotig  teaaoT\\s>\\o^  fto.*,  ■'" 
y^ixcE  miy  liva  to  juatiij  u.ui-ciwas.S^'v^'-'S-*'^ 
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of  the  people.  It  would  be  rash  and  culpable  to 
neglect  public  duties  in  reliance  on  the  atiength  uf 
the  personal  feeling  which  has  been  so  conspicuuualf 
di^plajed.  The  safety  of  the  Ceowft-  and  of  the 
iostitutioiu  of  tha  country  must  ultiniBtety  depend  . 
on  the  praatical  demonstration  of  their  utility  and 
conformity  fith  the  best  inttiestB  of  the  nation  J. 
but  the  Im^inative  loyalty  which  anticipates  ocJ 
unconsciously  expresses  the  result  of  political  oalcu^  J 
lation  and  experience  is  one  of  the  best  BDCurititiit<f 
for  willing  obedieuce  and  for  orderly  froe^lom. 


1873. 

Ihiring  the  year  1672  peace  has  not  been  disi' 
turbed  in  any  part  of  thu  ciTilized  world,  and  at 
home,  notwithstanding  rapid  fliictiuitions  in  th» 
value  of  mono}'  and  i^rave  et^onumical  symptoms,, 
commercial  activity  has  not  been  Beriously  checked., 
The  imports  and  exports  bars  exceeded  in  valui 
the  amounts  of  all  previous  years,  tbouiih  ihi 
qwantitiea  of    guf>da  h^ivii  not  increiised  in  f" 

1>roporti(in.     Tile   eBtinmtes   of   the  public 
i^ve,  during   eight   montba   of   the  financial  year, 
1)een   lar;jcly  exceeded  ;  and   it   is   already  certain, 
that  the  Budget  of  1873  will  exhibit  a  oonaidGrabla^ 
surplus.     The   oscillutiuns   of   the   Money  !&Iarke|( 
have    been    due    to    causes    over  which    Eoglisn., 
capitalists   and    traders   could   exeroiso  no  control.. 
Of  tlie  vast  sums  which   have  bean  paid,  under  th^j 
proviaiona   of   the   Treaty  trf   IS7I,   by   Fi 
Geimaiiy,  a  large  ijortion  has  been  retained 
hands  of  the  Government  and  of  private  specnlatari 
in  anticipation  of  the  proposed  substitution  ot  gol 
for  siTvBr  in  the  currency  ot  the   Enx^ke.    Ca.V:s,\*^ 
tjons   hufied   on   the   tOTirse  ol  c'imatfitcHi.\xTi&w*''' 
r/cas  aeceisarVy  fnil   to  moet,  the  con.Xvii^*^'^ 
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'  political  neraneementa  ;  but  vigilant  preoautioiwl'l 
EUttiBientLy  guard  against  tha  risk  ot  a  andden  >#'] 
exceuiva  drain  of  btillion.  It  was  fotmd  xecMaary ' T 
in  the  month  of  April  to  raise  the  Bonk  rate  of  dta<  '4 
cnutit  from  3^  to  'Si,  and  aftanrards  to  4  per  cent.  ;  I 
Imt  in  June  tlie  percentage  vrag  asain  reduced,  and 'I 
in  July  and  Aogast  it  remnined  stwdy  at  3|  pev, 
cent.     In  the  autumn  the  eff«:ts  of  the  French  pay- ' 

'  menlB  to  Germany  under  the  Supplementary  Treaty   I 
of  Peace  caused  ia  the  course  of  five  or  six  weekfl  a   | 
riae  in  the  Bank  rate  by  eucceraive  stages  to  7  pM 
cent.     This   high   rate  of   interest  has  produced  it* 
natural   result   in  attracting  hnllion  to  the  English 
market,  and  during  the  present  month  it  has  heen 
found  possible  to  reduM  tho  Bank  rate  to  5  per 
cent.     The   prosperity   of  trade    has  enabled  tha 
industrial  Classen  to  bear  nith  comparatif  e   equani-   . 
niity  a  general  rise  in  prices,  which   presaea  heavily   1 
on  less  elastic  reBoiircoe.    The  deiirneBS  ot  pravi-'j 
sions,   and  especially  of  butchers'  meat,  may  be  I 
attributed  partly  to  an  unexampled  demand,  and^   | 
in  some  degree,  to  the  prevalence  of    the   foot   and   1 
roouth  disease  among  cattle  and  aheep.     Almost  all   I 
manufactured  commodities  have  bean  enh.^aued  in  '  ( 
cost  by  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  cna!,  which  ia,  ,  i 
in  its  direct  operation,  still  more  burdensome  to  tha   I 
fl'iiule  community.    Some  kinds  oi  coal  have  withia  I 
twelve  months  doubled  in  price,  and  the  aYeruga 
increase  in  the  price  of  household  coal  is  not  less  ' 
than  40  or  50  per  cent.     The  causes  of  the  advance   J 
are  impertectly  understood,  but  it  is  certain   that  a   ] 
larse  portion  of  the  increase  has  swelled  tho  profits  'I 
of  the  coal-owners.     Although  it  would  beuselesi,] 
to  blame  any  class  of  produoen  far  making  the  most   ' 
of  their  opportunities,  it  is  not  unnatural  that  the 
colliery  proprietors   should  seek   to  depreciate  tha   i 
f  inridiouB  amaunt  of  their  gainaVj  eniijea.'to'uvQ^ta  J 
'ahift  a  portion  of  the  laBpoofttoi^'cj  ^»  'Cnea-^t;-*- 
/men.    Tht  colliers  have ,  cl:u.2as  M  lasMa  ■*  « 


or  tiireiLteutd  atrikes,  obtained  an  increoae  of  vages   ] 
which  mitjr,  perhaps,  account  for  a  tenth  part  of  Uie   I 
advance  in  the  price  of  coaL    It  imluckilj  appeared    f 
iliat  their  previous  na^fia   had  been  sufficient  for 
their  wants,  iind  that,  by  an  untowurd   exercise   of 
their  absolute  discretion,  the   colliers   preferred  to 
take  out  the  iacreasud  value  of  their  labour  rather 
jn  repose  than  in  money.  In  many  pliwes  they  hare 
declioed  to  work  for  more  tlian  three   days   in   the 
week,  and  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  or  iucrcas- 
ii\^   the   hi|ih   price  ot  cool,  they  have  intentionally    , 
restricted   the   supply.     It.  may  bo  hoped  that,  ii 
spite  o£  tho  efforts  of  Tcudos'  Unions,  the  inoon 
venienoH    may  hereafter    be  wholly  or  partially   I 
removed  by   competition.     In   the   meantime  tha   I 
conHuinera  are  the   principal  sufiereis,  though  the  1 
coalowiiers   ore   louder   in   their  comphiints.     The  I 
production  of   coal,  thougJi  it  has  been  artificially  1 
restricted,   has  been  greater   tlian  in   any  former  I 

E9ar,  and  the  demand,  which  has  exceeded  even  the  I 
beral  supply,  has  enabled  the  preprietoia  to  ehargs   I 
enormous  prices.     All  kinds  of  iron  and  hsrdware  I 
have   naturally  risen   in   price  with  coal  ;  and   the   I 
innumerable   ortioles  wkich   are  wholly  or  partially    I 
produced   by   the   aid  of   steam   power  have   also 
become  dearer.    Xhe  Bailway  Companies,  which 
liflvo  carried  a  larger  traffic  than  in  aiiy  former  year, 
find   tlieir   exiiennes   of  working   and  raaintenanca 
greatly  increased.     They  are  compelled,  in  common    I 
with   other   employers,  to   raise  their  wages  ;  tliey   J 
are   hu^e   caiiBumirs   of   coal,  and  although   their   1 
refuse  iron   has   become  more  Taluable,  they  incul   I 
additional  expense  in  re-laying  their  rails.     The    I 
numerous  strikes  which   have  occurred   during  tha   I 
year,  although   thsre   may  be   no   novelty  in   their   L 
causes   or   fire umst antes,  hiwo  -yiQiiisKi.    ^cvv^roisB 
anxiety  by  tJio  for]iiida.bU  vialuia  d1  'v.\i*is  -^cwS^^ 
i^ultg,    and    by    ihe    •iteTisioiv   oi  *ie   «3*«™0;^ 
c^e*  whioh  had  hitherto  a\)Bta«ifta.  ta:QOi  ww^'®^ 
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tion.  An  afiitator  with  a  certain  eommand  fe«B 
bnsniB^.  wlio  himielt  forniorly  worked  in  thaB 
fietds,  hoa  BUceeeded  in  orgHtiizing  an  A£rrieu'titial'iB 
Lahourera' Union  in  sereral  eoiinries.  Ths  move- J 
ment  has  been  in  some  degree  justified  ''?  "  _ 
ndvanco  of  wages,  which  has  niao,  perliapB,'! 
weakened  itj  ffirce  ;  but  it  ia  Bftsy  to  foreaee  that  a  fl 
Lttliourere'  Union  nifty  portend  grave  emborra»»-B 
menta.  At  seed  time,  at  harreat  time,  and  at  tha  M 
minor  epochs  of  the  agriciiltnrul  year,  the  labourer  B 
may  pliice  almost  inuBiatiblo  pressure  —  *•'-■ 
employer  ;  and  if  he  witbhokk  his  e 
uoder  proTOcfltimi,  nor  in 
individual  diBoretion,  liut  ii 


n  obedience   to   the   dia-^l 


Eomniitlo*.  ko  may  cause  in'epHtHlddJ 
injury.  On  the  other  h;md,  the  fanner  lia«  a  hiitd 
on  tho  lahoin^tr  durini;  the  dead  senaons  iif  *-he  yeat, 
whensrmie  nf  the  wnrkon  theliwd  is  neither  urgent 
nor  indispensable  ;  «nd  the  privileues,  the  perqui- 
siteii.  nud  the  friendly  Bervieaa  which  are  custoniary  | 
in  all  parts  of  England  we  in  their  nature  liable  toj 
be  varied  or  auapendcd  if  the  relations  of  Btnploj*eJ 
and  labourer  are  disturbed.  The  diflerenoos  cfl 
■trencth,  of  still,  and  of  ability  amoni^  labourora  orafl 
ndiipted  to  the  character  cif  their  eift  ploy  ment,  whiehJ 
ia  less  uniform  and  lesammiirtonnus  than  mechanical  I 
processes.  Tho  fised  rule*  which  are  neceswrily^ 
adopted  by  Unions  are  ill-suited  to  the  changing"! 
circumxtanceB  of  seasons  and  of  crops  ;  hut,  at  thaV 
eame  time,  it  has  never  been  disputed  that  tha  1 
aaricnltiiral  kboiireri  have  the  snm^  richt  with  I 
ntlier  classes  of  tho  commaliity  to  combine  for  nM 
lejjal  purpose.  Unfortunntely,  their  deficirilfep 
education  espoaes  them  to  thetemptation  of  revola»j 
tionary  theories,  and  aome  of  them  readily  "J  .  _ 
the  suggestion  that  they  Viuve  a  cli\m,-MA.ta  ^'n^J 

;«»d.     A    resolution  to   to\.  ^^'-^-^ 
recant   meetiiia  in    liOUQQn-  ^  ^^ 


had., 

.  _.     . _..j   HBCrat  whtn  they  under- ,_ 

took  to  Klvocate  the  movemeat.  la  othor  ilepart> 
manta  of  industry  tho  beariug  of  strikes  on  the 
jntereBtB  of  the  general  coiumuuity  has  beoufuiciblj  .  I 
illustrated,  Tho  labour  which  the  Trades'  Union*  , 
purpiMvly  inten'opt  at  the  timu  when  it  is  moBt„i 
ui^ently  requiTea  is  necessiu'y  to  the  moater  that  J 
hb  may  RUpply  tlie  wants  of  his  euatouiers.  At  the  -] 
moat  active  aeaaon  of  the  ycsT,eaTly  in  the  Bun 
the  wnrkuioQ  in  the  London  building  trade  e 
for  a  reduction  of  the  hours  of  labour,  and,  < 
qaenll;,ftliuo3t  all  b uilding operations  Teresuapendod  ,]L 
for  two  or  three  of  the  beat  monthH  in  the  year,, ,1 
Tlie  niaiona,  who,  at  an  eurly  Durind  of  the  strike,  A 
ap'eed  to  a  uom])romifle  witL  the  masters,  wera^V 
reproached  by  thu  carpenterB  and  joiners  for  their  •■ 
want  of  hrmnesB,  but  tunards  tho  end  of  August,'! 
the  malconteuts  returned  to  work  under  an  arrange-  ^ 
ment  by  whiuh  both  the  hnura  of  luLuur  and  tha^M 
amount  of  weekly  wages  were  reduced,  wliile  th«  \ 
proportion  of  payment  to  time  was  slightly^l 
increaBed.  About  the  same  time  tho  journeymea  J 
bakers  demftuded  a  diminution  in  the  hours  o^^ 
labour,  on  pain  of  «  strike,  wliioh,  us  they  justly'3 
anticipated,  wouhl  hare  caused  great  inoonveuiencBjf 
to  the  hciunholderB  of  Liondoo,  The  oecupatign  ot  J 
a  baker  i'e4iiires  but  a  modutiite' amount  of  skill  f  J 
and  the  nuiiiennie  niii-ster  bakeia,  uuuiy  of  whom  "1 
carry  on  buoiueas  on  a  small  seale,  understand  alllj 
the  details  of  the  business.  It  appeared  that  it  wm  u 
necessary  for  the  trade  to  consult  the  habits  and  |1 
fancies  of  the  consumers,  more  especially  ii 
poorer  neighbourhoodB.  In  some  cases  trifling  c<  ^ 
cesBiona  wero  made,  and  the  project  of  the  strikef,,! 
happily,  collapsed.  Adeputatvoa  otwQvli.w.%-w — '~ 
rrJuch  lately  waited  on  the  COTpma.\ioft  tA.  ^ 
ta  complain  of  delay  in  tba  camt^e^wi^,  '^.  "V":i 
.tn^usirW  rfwaianea    near     tiia   aoVwaco.  ^■wft^*- 
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appaRred  to  he  suTTTiaed  b^  the  inforination  that  \ 
the  poBtponamont  (if  the  work  had  been  cMaed  by  " 
the  striko  in  the  baildinR  tt«de.  Artisans  who  have 
lieen  taught  to  coDceiitrkte  their  attention  on  their 
own  interests  aa  producers  of  certain  comnioditiea 
will,  perhaps,  QTaduaUy  loam  the  incnnvcnienco  of 
a  rise  of  pnco  in  everv  other  article  of  nao,  Mucli 
iineasinesB  was  felt  when,  in  the  munth  of  Novem- 
her,  the  contagion  of  strikes  extended  to  the  Metro- 
polibin  Police,  wliaro  it  azsumed  the  character  ol 
mutiny  ;  hufc  the  moysniBut  was,  liappily,  choelted 
at  the  outset,  and  the  minor  otfendeiE  were,  after  a 
time,  on  their  expreasion  of  contrition,  re-admrtted  Z 
to  the  service,  with  suitable  tedutlion  ot  rant  and 
of  pay.  Shortly  afterwards  the  stokers  in  the 
employment   of   several   of  the   London  Gas  Com-  * 


refusal   of  tlieir   demand   for  the  restoration  of  a 
workman  who  had  been  dismisBed.  In  this  in3ta,nce  ' 
tlio   promoters   of   the   strike  and   their  followers  ' 
Acliborately  caicolated   on   their  supposfid  power  o(  7 
mischief  as  an  instrument  for  the  coercion  of   their 
employers.     The  crimo,  the  pecuniary  loss,  and  the 
iinivertal  annoyance  wliich  would  hare  been  caused   ' 
by  a  stoppage  of  the  supply  ot  pvs  were,  hnyily, 
Bvertad    by  the  rigour  ot  the  olfleBrB  of  the  Com- 
pp,niBs,  and  by  the  ready  co-operation  ot  all  theii 
public  and  prirate  cnatomers.    The  occnpntion  of  a 
stoker,  fortanatoly,  requires   little   skill,  and,  with  * 
the  aid  of  a  large  number  of  fresh  workme*,  it  was  '' 
found  possible  to  provide  from  the  first  sufficient  ' 
light  for  the  streets  in  most  qniirters  of  the  town, 
wliile  lamps  and  candles  were  j;encmlly  substftuted  * 
within  doors  for  tho  ordinarv  consumption   of  fias. 
After  one  or  two  nights  tt\6  ^-cwgai  'mii  TJia^M,  »s!d. ' 
in   lesa  than  a  weekttveNt?^^^  (A  BV'tf^"^\-^'- 
estsblkhed,    MatlyDtthe^aT^smMv■■W^^^^ 


WMtractBhB.ve  beenBOftte^ccitoVe*-^ 
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Tl^e  exuaurdiniiry  raiufkU  vhich  hu  now  laatecE 
for  Beven  moiitha  hiu  been  a  giave  drawback  to  the 
general  proRperitj.  The  cJectricsl  disturbance, 
iudk(»ted  by  a  cunstaiit  succeasiun  of  tlinnder- 
storiiiB,  beeou  towards  the  latter  pact  of  a  cold  and 
backward  bpilu^  and  tlief  liuva  continuad  to  ita 
praaent  time.  In  the  moatb  of  Jud*  tWere  were 
hiiavy  QoihIg  in  manj  piirts  of  the  oountry,  and  the 
liarvest  was  deficient  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
TliG  consequent  loiia  will  be  greatly  aKi;ravated  br 
the  unpraui^eated  wetueas  of  the  Autumn,  wbiuu 
liaa  rendured  it  impossible  to  sow  wheat  exuupt  in 
the  lighter  aiiils.  The  potato  crop  wiu  thu  woi'it 
for  siz-and-twenty  yeafs  ;  hub  aonie  conipoBgation 
has  boea  found  in  the  ample  produce  of  other  root 
vTfipi  and  in  au  uuuaual  abundonoe  of  (O^aaa. 
Within  the  last  month  gales  of  extreme  violenis 
have  done  muoh  damage  on  land,  anil  have  covered 
the  sea  with  wrecks.  Between  bad  weather  and 
labourers'  Dnious,  farmors  have  not  enjoyed  a 
cheerful  year.  On  ttieotlier  band,  the  Autu:nu  has 
been  healthy. 

Since  the  close  of  the  Seision  economical  intMUsti 
have  preponderated  over  political  excitement    The 
occasionul  eloctionii  whiuh    luive    occurred    huve 
attracted   attention   rather   tu  tlie  operation  of  the 
now  system   of  secret  rotinu  tlian  tu  their  efiect  on 
the  balance  of  partiei.     In  Uie  Urst  election  held  by 
Ballot  Mr.  Chiuiekh   with   difficulty  retained   hia    , 
seat  for  Pontefraot  against  the  opposition  of  Lord 
FoLUNnTO».      The  abolition  of  the  Nomination 
Day  and   the   Becrecy  of  votiuit  were   found  to  con- 
duce  to   pence   and  good   order,  and  there  wai  no 
reason   to   doubt  that   tlie   ojiiniona  of   the  consti- 
tuency were  jjenuinely  expresaad.    1»  'Caet'.niwmr 
ratifn  hiiruugh  nf  Preston,  viVieie  lAi,  Tiw»ss-  ^^^ 
rBtiirnecl  by  a  large  raajonty,  ttift  \.«i:a.\  ■'^^''**^'^L 50,-0. 
^'»A  partiBs  sutteedod    iu    deleatwift  ^' ''X,'^    riuac* 
Utent  the  policy  of  the  Act,  bg  iB^wWaS.^^"^ 
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to  declare  their  Bdheaion  to  one  or  tha  other  parorj 
u(t«i-  leaviuit  the  pollina-buolb.  At  Tiv.Ttuo  l/U.'M 
Massey,  who  profeised  estrem«  opinions,  secoredfl 
For  the  Alinistsrial  partj  the  seat  which  bad  beMlfl 
vat^ated  bj  the  promotina  of  Mr.  Dbnmak  to  thai 
juOifrial  Bench.     Richmond  was  curied   againat  anfl 


Wliig  family  which  has  long  oontroUod  the  repra-J 
eentatioii.  Two  Scotuh  i^ountj  momhorB  luive  been  1 
retuinod  bj  tlie  tenatit-fannura  for  the  piirpoie  ot  I 
sopiiortiniT  their  deniunds  on  the  iondliirda.  In 
Irotand  the  Conaervativo  caudidate,  Mr.  Lewis, 
defeated  at  Londonderry  Mr.  Pallkh,  who  had 
Biicceedwl  Mr-  Dowhk  aa  .4. ttornej 'General  ;  and 
the  Home  Rule  party,  which  had  nominated  a 
cnndidn.t«  of  its  nnn,  obtained  less  thati  a  hundred 
vutes.  In  other  ;lriih  caiiteats,  as  in  Kerry  and  in 
Cork,  the  aujiportera  of  Home  Hula  ha^~e  liecii 
more  Biia*aaful.  Tn  Gitlwny  the  Home  Rule  party 
ulliod  Ihemsehea  with  the  Ronian  Catholic  del^ 
against  the  gentry  of  all  part  ten  and  of  hotlirelif^oiu 
poraiiasious,  The  violence  of  the  lay  and  clerical 
agitatora  was  almoiC  wiChuttt  precedent  even  in 
Ireland  ;  and  tha  election  was  afterwiu'ds  set  aude 
on  the  moat  cnnclusive  evidence  of  material  and 
Bpihtuol  intimidation.  Mr.  Justice  Ekoutt,  tlis 
Bleotioa  Jud^,  awarded  the  aoat  to  the  candidate 
vrho  had  peceived  the  smaller  iniinber  of  votes :  and 
his  just  indication  was,  nnfortanately,  expressed 
in  an  eloquent  harauRue  which  wm  icarcely  conaia- 
tent  with  judicial  reMrve.  A  prosecution  is  still 
pending  asainst  some  of  the  alle;^  offenders.  Two 
of  the  Bnglish  contesta  had  been  caused  by  changes 
in  the  Government.  Mr.  Childekk  vna  re-adni!tted 
to  the  Cilbinut  aftm  sai  vo.Wcvq.'l  of  b.  year,  on  liia 
nppoiittnient  t(i  the  tlha.nce\\t«R\vv^  lA  'Cp.'s'tt'iMiVi  <A. 
iaii^ter.  in  place  ot  l^vi  ^'^'"■^^^,v'"™-l'^ 
been    judieiou.ly  aele.t^i  "^^^^^^^^r^^^ 
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Lord  Hattiehlev  reaignad  the  Great   Seal   in   » 
sequence   of  an   infirmity  which,  it   is  hoped,  i 

g-ove  to  be  only  temporary  i  and  Sir  Rorst 
AiMEB,  who   had  Bhortly  before  dispharged   with 
t^eat   ability  the   functioits   of   English  Counsel  at 
OeiiBTB,  sncueecleil,  under   the   title   of   Lord   Skl- 
BoitNE,  to  the  office  for  which  he  had  I'een  deajg-    , 
nated  by  the  nnaninioiia  opinion  of  the  Bar  nnd  of 
the  general   community.     It  was   fortunate   that  a    | 
nomination  borough  had  fnrniahad  the  opportm: 
of  n  ParliaiiLontaiy   caroor    to    the  acliiiowledged 
leader  of  tlio  profosEioii  at  the  Bar  and  in  the  House 
of  Oommons. 

Any    deficiency    ot    interest    which    may    hnvo    1 
chaivcterii^ed   the  di'rereiit  elei^tions  lias  not  been   I 
Bujiplied  by  tlie  irniimemble   apeeches  which   liave   j 
Iiuon   ilulivei'ed   !)y  Menihera   of  Parliament.      Ju   I 
Scotland,  imd  more  recently  in  Wiltshire,  Mi',  Lowm    ] 
\y«a  \i\  ely  and  aiL!iiHiiiy;,biit  ha  mifiht.  perhaps,  have 
been  move  prudent  if  he  had  abstained  from  ariii'" 
ing  the  delicate  susceptibihties  of  Irish  patriotis) 
Of   the   future  policy  of  the  Government  he  wise 
apolte  in  the  Tagiiest  language  ;  and  Mr.  Stansfb 
nnd  Mr.  GosoHBtr  have  on  difiurant  oncasionB   co 
fined  themstlvca  to  intimations  of  the  unexhausted    , 
energy  ot  tho  Liberal   party  and   the   Govemtnent. 
Mt.   GtAnsTONB    has,   with    excellent    judgment, 
refrained  from  public  speechM  ;  and   Mr.  DiI^rarli    ( 
was  prevented  from  spealrin);  at  Glasgow,  where  ha    ] 
had  been  lately  elected  Lord   Hector  of  thn  Univer- 
sity, by  a  domestic   calamity  which  has  commanded    I 
universal   sympathy.     The   Failure   of  lart  year  has   ] 
not  oncouragetl  the -revival  of  a  Republican  agita- 
tion, and   the   demagognes  who  from  time  to  time, 
on   various  pretencea,  inlertupt  tftn  ^'Micti.v^wi- 
fnsnt  of  Tnifalgar     Srjuare   ot   a.'jAe   "¥«■«.  >«<* 
adUress^d  their  dpolamati™*  to  scwvVj  -BwianWUi^ 
of  the  lowest  rabble.      It  ia  pvadwl  ^^<i\  ^  X^»- 
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tion  may  prevuil,  but  a  time  of  fioui'iahing  indiutry 
aud  of  iiighwngea  is  Dotfavmuabla  to  revolt!  tioiuuy 
mutiifMtationa.  The  ueit  General  Election  wiJl 
showwbetltec  the  subversive  faction  hits  yet  attained 
politioa]  impoituncB.  In  the  lueantime  the  isBneti 
on  which  pnrties  iire  tu  be  hereiif(«r  divided  will 
hure  been  more  cleoHy  deSned.  One  aucient 
iiiititutiun  toems,  if  public  exDretsions  of  feeling 
miif  lie  tni«ted,  to  be  still  deeply  rooted  in  geneial 
ailection.  With  a  sooiid  approcuidoii  of  the  national 
sentimunt,  the  Qukgn  revolved  to  celebrate  by  a 
■olenin  ueremony  the  r^uovury  of  the  E*rinca  of 
Wali!S  from  hia  daiiKorims  iiineas.  In  nocordancA 
nith  tb«  ciiatoin  of  former  timea.  »  TluuibucivinK 
Sei'viBe  Wtts  held  in  St.  Pnoi'*,  and  the  (ji'kbn,  the 
PjUNCK,  the  Uoyal  Fumily,  and  tliu  digiiiUtrioa  n! 
State  went  in  proutiSBion  I.0  the  CiithedFiLl.  Tlie 
a-oird  aiasrnbled  t«  see  tha  apeatode  wiia  probably 
the  largMt  that  hus  ever  been  colleuted,  and  tlia. 
iliipkT  of  attaeUment  to  the  Citow«  was  -  -^' 
diiturbed  by  atw'  unti>waTd  aocident  ;  ftw 
Attempt  by  O'CoxKiOK,  a  half-witted  boy, 
intinudate  the  Quckn  on  tlie  following  d> 
excited  110  sniitiiuont  but  ridicule.  Jt  wod 
be  itnwiae,  if  it  were  [lOitBible,  to  aualyi 
tlosaly  tlie  motiroa  wliioh  induce  a  multitude  ' 
itttetid  a  (jorgeoiffl  pageant  ;  bat  the  anxiety  wh. 
\iM  expreased  durii^g  the  illness  of  the  ninde 
"Walex,  and  the  relief  which  was  felt  ob  tlie  dniif 
i^rodually  diaappeiired,  iidded  meaning  nnd  rei 
to  th«  welcouiit  which  trreeted  Imnaalf  and 
[ainily  on  the  27tli  of  February. 

Some  nf  the  results  of  IJie  legislation  of  li. 
Seaaion  are  thus  for  etitiflfactury.  Tha  provisioi 
:>l  tha  Liceiiaing  Bill  -KhiaK  weta  Bubject  ' 
the  disortition  of  Jwatii**  Wn*  \iesjVL  «bo« 
enforced  in  aocotda-nce  wVV  tVe  «?^'^  "f 
Act;     and     although     ^^-^'■^,^'' 


druiikenng»  ttnd  disorder  liaTe  Benaiblj  deere&ied. 
Tivea  if  the  intoreBts  of  dealers  in  liquor  were  of 
paramount  importanoo,  it  is  tlilKuuIt  in  believe  that 
they  can  linve  Bult'ered  eerioas  Iorh  by  a  limit  of 
hours  nhioh  tniiBb  gre-atly  L-oiidnce  to  their  owii 
peTBOual  oonifort.  To  the  goneral  community  it  is 
no  amaJl  advantai^e  that  tho  atrmti  of  towns  ara 
now  guiat  and  almost  deserted  for  an  hour  before 
midnight.  The  Kxcise  Returns,  which  confirm 
tlieit  own  Hxperieuce,  muy  console  the  pnblicana 
by  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  uuactments  of 
the  Licensing  Bill,  thtj  oousumption  of  oluoholii: 
liquids  luia  largely  iucieiued.  If  Mr.  Bhucb 
deserves  credit  for  the  LlccnsinK  Bill,  Mr.  OabD' 
WBLi.  may  be  ooiigmtulatad  on  the  Buooeas  of  the 
Autumn  Manojuvres  in  Wiltshire.  Competent 
military  critici  have  expressed  various  opinions  as 
to  the  skill  displayed  in  the  operations  ;  bub  there 
cnn  be  no  doubt  tliat  the  manceuvres  enable  oflicBrs 
aud  aoldiors  to  acquire  valuable  knowledge.  There 
is  also  reason  to  believe  that  personal  acijniiintance 
with  the  Army  produced  a  marked  effect  in  remov- 
ing rural  prejvtdice.  The  soldiers  were  from  fimt  to 
\ajit  on  the  best  terms  with  the  local  papulation,  and 
tlieir  eieiJiplnry  pouduot  wm  generally  recoRniised. 
The  Admiralty,  as  usual,  line  supplied  materials  foi 
a  conttoreray  as  to  tho  eiliciency  o£  the  Mavy.  Mr. 
Rbed  has  pledged  his  high  antbority  to  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  Englinh  Navy  is  faUing  behind  in  the 
competition  of  shipbuilding  for  warlike  purposes. 
Mr.  GoscHEK  has  on  severHl  occasions  controverted 
tlie  statements  of  Mr.  Rbbs  ;  and  it  is  satisfactoi; 
t»  learn  that  the  Chief  of  one  of  thd  two  great  'War 
D^artments  fully  recognises  the  necossityof  rely- 
ing on  superior  farce,  even  in  the  days  of  philuu' 
thropy  and  international  arbitration. 
Oolonial  Affairs  have  contrUsMteA  "bMltViWOi*  ^  "So* 
fistotyoftkejreaT.  TheImpetiB\Gos«tTvai«t*.^"' 
fc  ooaaidoration  of  Bomo  o£  tiia  ^^tTO^j!^«Sw^  '^'^ 


;^^ 
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Treaty  of  Waslimgtaii,  undsTtaken  to 
Doniiiiiou  of  Canada  by  a  guarantee  in  raiaing  fui 
for  the  QonBtructioii  of  a  railway  acroas  tlia  Ci 
tinent.  The  Dutuh  .Settlements  ou  the  Wosti 
Coaat  of  Afrii»  have  been  acquired  by  a  Treat 
with  the  Guveniiiicnl;  of  the  Nethailaiids,  for  " 
purpose  of  removing  the  com  plica,  tione  «' 
resulted  from  the  intermixture  of  Dutch 
English  territory.  After  long  deliberation 
■yat«iti  of  responsible  Government  haa  b< 
exteuded  to  the  Cape,  not  withstanding 
dilticultieB  which  arise  from  differences  of  langui 
and  race.  On  a  balance  of  considerations 
policy  of  the  Colonial  Office  is  probalily  ho 
although  the  objections  to  tne  utuaHurB 
plausible  and  weighty.  In  India  a  tragio 
catastrophe  produced  universal  re{{ret.  Afler 
1-isiting  the  camp  of  exercise  at  Delhi,  and  receiv- 
ing the  King  of  IdiAM  ai  Calcutta,  the  Vicbbov,  on 
liU  way  to  Burmah,  was  murdered  at  Port  Bloir, 
in  the  Andamau  Islands,  by  au  Afghan  convict. 
The   crime,  although   tliere  was   at   lirst  some  bus- 

Sicion  of  a  Muhomedan  conspiiacy,  appeared  to 
ave  been  prompted  by  personal  fanaticism  and 
deBperation,  The  public  loss  which  had  been 
Biiflered  in  the  death  of  Lord  Mayo  was  deeply  felt 
both  in  I[idia  and  in  England.  in  othcea  of 
secondary  roiili  at  liome  he  hiul  acquired  the  reputo- 
tiun  ul  a  man  of  busiijetjs  j  lint  the  aelectiuii  uf  Lo  ' 
Mayo  an  Viceroy  of  IiiJia  excited  genorul  auqiri 
It  was  soon  found  tliat  Mr.  Dihkaeli  had  formed 
B^Msurate  judgment  of  hia  friend  and  collmgui-,^ 
With  his  new  opportunities,  Lord  JUavo  diaplayadi 
the  qualities  of  a  ttatesman  and  ruler.  ladefatig- 
able  in  business,  considerate  to  hia  subordinates, 
«nd  an.xioiia  to  ptoiil.  \i^  \.t«Yc  ayacial  knowledge, 
Lord   AIaio,  Vjv   Iiib  ii\iwa«\*t    a^i    6s-aiaBi«as:, 

officials  and  ovei  M.tw»-    -^y^  wwsiBw:^^  tiv-c^ 


yeil^^^l 


ASBTJAL  stTsniARir— JB72-1  '-,  481 

aplendour  Eind  dignity  of  the  Viceregal  Court  was 
generally  approved  ;  end  in  more  importaDt 
tnaltera,  as  m  the  re-establisbmenC  of  a  fiDancial 
eqailibnum,  he  displayed  vigour  and  dedaion.  It 
IB  even  more  essential  that  a  Govemor-Gsnenil 
nbould  be  active,  resolute,  and  capable  of  coinmaniJ, 
than  that  he  ahoiUd  posgesa  extraordinary  intellei:- 
tusl  «hihty.  Lord  Nobthbroos,  who  sucueeded 
Lord  Mayo  aa  Viceroy,  thongli  ho  has  iievar  sah  in 
theCabinet,  has  acquired  almost  unequalled  officii! 
experience  aa  Under- Becretary  for  nearly  all  the 
great  departmecte  in  auccesRion.  binco  his  anivid 
in  India  he  hua  lieen  busily  engaged  in  acquiiiiig 
the  local  knowledge  which  is  indispeiiaablB  ;  and 
tliere  is  at  present  reason  to  hope  that  Jus  term  of 
ofhos  may  be  succesatul  and  pros[)erouB.  Addi- 
tional demands  on  Indian  statesmanship  will  bo 
etiused  by  tho  approach  of  iRussia  to  the  borders  ot 
tho  Sativo  States  which  cover  the  Indian  frontier. 
The  Kuuinn  authorities  havu  concluded  a  com- 
meroittl  treaty  with  the  ruler  of  the  Mahoinedim 
kinodom  in  Eastern  Turkuatan  which  has  recently 
detached  itself  from  the  Uhincse  Empiru.  At  the 
same  time,  an  expedition  was  despatched  to  iuvikde 
Khiva  ;  and  an  Envoy  from  the  Khan  appliod  foe 
the  mediation  of  tho  Viceroy  of  India.  Lord 
KoRTBBROOK  could  but  reply  by  advising  the  Kh*v 
to  csomply  with  the  juat  demands  which  a  civilized 
Power  oaa  always  [irofor  aga.iBst  a  barbarous  neigh- 
bunr.  It  is  impossible  for  England  to  undertake 
the  protection  of  lawless  Chiefa  in  the  remote 
legions  of  Central  Asia,  and  in  this  particular  case 
tlio  Uussian  complaints  may  probably  bo  well 
founded.  In  aome  of  the  journals  of  Muaoow  uud 
St,  Petersburg  Lord  Sorthbkook'b  reception  of  Uie 
£nvoy  was  insolently  described  aa  an  afiroDt  ti 
Russia,  and  the  hame  otgana  \i9.\i\WbIiV3  wia«  as,^ 
exaggerato  tiig  hostile  tendency  ol  fco'&.MwM"-"™ 
qaaaU.     WJiatever  the  result  ol   ^iw-etewsoS-^f^"* 
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War,  the  eventual  aiuiBxiitioQ  of  the  Khanate.il 
the  Huaaian  dominions  ms}'  b«  regarded  &■  insnE 
uMb.  \n  India,  althongh  t«rritoriai  estenaionlnJ 
censed, iitfltywu-Bl.ci  restrain  &»d  punish  the  aggre»^9 
sions  uf  ti'ontler  tribea  ore  from  time  to  time  VA-^M 
nvoidn.1)le.  IZavly  in  the  jeor  ths  Looshai  £zp»dufl 
tioii  WBB  broitglit  to  n  Buccesafiil  termination 
Ititemal  pesce  was  for  a  moment  disturbed  by  fti 
outbreak  of  the  followerB  of  a  MditiouE  Hindiwi] 
prophet  in  the  Punjab,  but  the  attempt  wi 

diately  repreaaed,  and   the  ofibuders  were  ^ 

witli   an  .excBsaivB   aeverity  which  was  diaapproyeiM 
by  the  GovBrnment,  'W 

One   of  the    most  eminent  among  retired  Indifta'fl 
oiviliniiB  has  k<ety  been  sent  by  the  Foreign  OfiicAV 
on   a   misaioii  to  Zauribar  tor  the  pui-pose  of   di»-4 
Rouraging  or  sup]ire8sing   the   Siavo   Tnide  in  th*fl 
north-eastern  parts  of  Africa.    The  atrocitiea  whidt^ 
lire   practised   hy  the   Indian   tradera  on  thia  cout   ' 
nnd  by  the  Arab  slave-buntent  in  the   interior  have 
attiitcted   ip«i:ia]   attcutioit,  in   conBeqiience  of  tlie 
rpprostntato'onB  of  Dr.  Livdjcstosr,  whrae  oom- 
inuiiia»tii>n   with   tlie   civilized  world  has  been  un- 
oviieutiidly  reannied.     Soma   months  ago   die   pre- 
TCut  ]ii'iiprietor  of  the  A'fio  Yitrk  UtTold  instruated 
Sir.    St^nlei,  olio   of   the   Gorreapondents   of  his 
joiirnul.  In  find  Livisostonb  if  woaaible,  and  the 
iHimininimi    wa»     diauharged    wita    extraardiaun 
energy    iind   pcrfeot  auecBBB.    Dr.  LivmosTCiitM 
jjei^aphical  lesearchea  during  his  long  reaidenoe  ■ 
ihe  interior  of  Afi'icH,  have  hifliertn  pvodueed   littf 
d?linit«  result,  but  ilia  protests  i^ainit  the  mitBC,_ 
mlticted  on  the  native  tribes  by  the  slave  trade 
hard  been  the  (letermituog  cauie  of  the  miaaioa  of 
Bit-    hiKTU:    Fuimv.      T!""o   t^iieations    of    liiglier 
jnjportsiiceandgTeiitwQT%*wi^'^iB\wiA  vi  Wa 
vtmost    the    diplomatic    bXi^W-bs    c.1  ^Jfv^w.- 
SS0R^.KV  and   the    «f  ^TS ^^^ -^^^- 
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mercial  Tteaiy  with  France  lina  been  nesotiated, 
uid  that  pending  dispatea  with  the  United  States 
have  heen  settled  hj  the  Awards  of  Geneva  and 
Berlin.  The  large  eonocsaions  which  were  con- 
tained in  the  Treaty  of  Washinrton  had  been  sup- 
jjOBod  in  both  countries  to  have  furnished  tnll 
Eatisfaction  for  all  raal  or  imaginary  grievances 
■which  could  provide  the  United  States  with  matter 
of  complaint.  The  Alabsina  Claims  had  hsen 
referred  to  arbitration  nnder  new  roles  of  inter- 
national law,  vhich  were,  according  to  an  express 
provision  of  the  Treaty,  to  liave  s.  retrospective 
operation.  Tho  Oonnter-Olsiina  of  the  English 
Government  had  liaon  peremptorily  i*ejectad  by  the 
American  Commi^ioners,  and  their  English  col- 
leagUQH  had  at  once  acquioHced  in  the  refusal.  Un- 
fortunately, it  occurred  to  thoao  who  conducted 
the  liti({fttion  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  that 
tho  patience  of  the  English  rjovemment  and  nation 
miiht,  perhaps,  not  yet  have  been  exhaoated. 
While  the  tnglish  agents  were  employed,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  tho  Treaty,  in  com- 
piling a  dispassionate  statement  of  facts  and  legal 
amimenta,  the  American  Government  isHuod  a 
ToTume  of  declamatory  vituperation  agaitiBt  Eng- 
land, including  personal  attncica  on  the  most 
eminent  Engliali  Statesmen.  The  bad  temper  and 
bad  taste  of  tho  American  "  Cnso  "  would  have 
been  passed  over  without  formal  notice,  but  for  a 
demand — whinh  was  shown  by  internal  evidence 
ti)  liave  been  inserted  by  an  afterthought— of 
damages  for  a  supposed  deterioration  of  tho  value 
of  Amerioan  shipping,  for  an  increased  rate  of 
insarance,  and,  finallv,  for  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  Civil  War,  from  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  to  the 
close.  The  extreme  amonnt  ieT[law4B&''I»&■vlSl'^.^^» 
tJisB  three  or  tour  hundred  mii^ioTiB  -,  wvi  'tiba  iJ*s^ 
ivaa  tha  more  offenaiTe  if,  as  was  &ttft-CT<Ktaa  ^X^iS^- 
«  waa  not  seriously  niade.      Tte  ^M-Ctiow^^^  ^^^ 
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claim  lonn  fonnd  that  they  liad   overrefiched   tben 
BslveN    and    Iheir  cUenta.     Tha   Bubstuice   of  t 
' '  Case  "  transpired  before   the   end  of  1671  ;  ai 
early  in  January  the  text  became  known,  to  tliSj 
aatosiBliment  of  both  countries,  and  ptoduoed  i 
indignant  and  immutable  determination  on  the  p- 
iif  the  whole  Engiiah  people  to  refaae  amy  refera 
of   this   Biorhitant  demand  to  arbitration.     In  th| 
negotiationa  which  followed,  Ixird  rtii*»mi,I:B,  wil~ 
the  auuport   of    bis   colleagues,   dinpkyed  (tead 
resolution,  ii^companied  by  a   conciliatoTf  dii    ~  ~ 
tion,  whiah  was,  perhaps,' a  etill  stronger  proi 
iiminesB.    The  Govorument  newer  wavered  eitlu 
in  its  refusal  to  refer  the  Indirect  Glaima  or  in  i 
desire   to   save   the   Treaty,  if    pOBsible,   from    i 
apparently  imminent  oollapse.     Whan,  after  ono 
two  adjournments,  (Jie  Arbitrators  met   at   GBneTj 
in  tlut  mouth  of  Juno,  the  Eu^Iish  A^enl  dcoline| 
ti.1  take  part   in  the  proceedingB  until  the  Indire^ 
Claims  were  withdrawn.     On  an   intimation   fro! 
the  Arbitrators  that  no  claim  of  the  kind   could   i 
!VDy  case  be  supported,  the   American  Agents,  aft« 
consulting  tbeir  Go vemmeitt, withdrew  the  domandil 
and,  the  only  impediment  being  removed,  the  arbM 
tration    proceeded.     On    the    14th    of    Beptembe;' 
damages  were  awarded  by  a  majorily  of  the  Arbi 
traturs  to  the  amount  of  about  £3,000,000,  for  thi 
depredattona   committed    by  four   of   the    ten  t 
twelre  crqisers  of  which  complaint  had  been  n    ' 
The  liability  was  held  to  attadi  under  the  retroniec^ 
tive  rules  ;  hot  the  Lokp  Ohiep  Jcstiok  of  Ekq^ 


,  the  only  eminent   lawyer  of   the   TribunalJ 
while  he  concurred  in  the  judgQieat  mth  respect  ' 
the   AJabama,  in  an   elaborate   judgm»nt  of  exti. 
ordinary  Jeamlng  and  &\)i^tj  eifOMO,  ttve  falladi 
w^hich  had,   in  hia  opiidoft,  vw^om^  **,Y^  "0=^— 
leagues  ■  and  he  took  oocaaw^V^^^^-J^t^^ 


of  tliB  Ameriuan  Counsal.  A  month  later  thS' 
0«nnan  Eupebob  ^(iblished  an  award  on  the  f 
Juan  dispute,  which  wob  atao  unfavourable 
England.  By  the  ternia  of  referoneo  his  decision 
was  restriottid  to  the  alternative  of  the  two  channels 
which  respectively  adjoin  the  AmBrican  mainland 
and  the  coast  of  Yancohver's  Island,  It  was  not 
competent  to  the  Arbitrator  to  select  an  inter- 
medinte  boundary  through  itDy  of  the  atmita  which 
internect  the  San  Juan  group  of  ialands.  The  Kara 
Channel,  which,  under  the  E»ii>EKOJi'ti  Award,  now 
form*  tlie  lioundarj,  is  the  «hovt«Bt  routs  trom  ths 
Straits  of  Fuca  to  the  open  sea  ;  and  the  English 
D^otiatora  of  1840  are  mainly  rcspousiMe  for  tha 
ambiguity  which  has  now  boeii  atithuritatively , 
removed,  Tho  material  losa  tu  Eiightud  or  to  tlia 
Dominion  of  Canada  ie  probably  inoonsidarabie,  for 
the  navigation  of  the  Channel  will  be  open  during 
peace,  and  in  tune  of  war  no  Treaty  or  Award 
would  interfere  with  the  ocoupation  of  tlio  nliannel 
aad  the  islands  by  whicheTer  Power  chanced  to  be 
stronger  on  tho  spot.  Whether  recent  experience  ia 
likely  to  promote  or  to  discourage  reference  to  Inter- 
national Arbitration  is  a  question  only  to  be  solved 
hereafter.  The  irritation  which  had  been 
several  years  cultiYatad  by  the  United  titates  Bgainst 
England  waa  appeased  by  the  concessions  of  tha 
Treaty  of  Washington  rather  than  by  the  Award  of 
Geneva.  The  San  Juan  question  was  eminently 
suited  for  arbitration,  nor  is  there  any  novelty  in 
the  mode  of  decision.  Thirty  years  ago  the  <" 
puted  boundary  between  Maine  and  Canada  i 
referred  to  the  KinK  of  the  NBTHBULiNDs,  thr.ufiK 
it  is  true  that  the  American  Qoveriiment  refused  to 
abide  by  his  award.  A  boundary  question  between 
the  Eng}iah  and  Fortugueae  pouesufi'o.ii  wv  ' 
JSaatem  Coast  of  Africa  haslato\^  \i6wv  ■cb\*t^«^'w» 
Che  Pkesident  of  the  French  Uev^j-bia'^.  "Vo.  ^''■■^^•■\ 
iiaea  references  to   acbitratioa  ■wm»  eft.  c«^'^'^^ 


.  ...  The  Lord  Parnmount  or  the  Pope, 
indeed,  might  in  Eome  instances  he  regiirded  rather 
Bs  a  jndge  than  an  arbitrator,  especially  aa  they  had  ■ 
oftun  tempor.ll  or  spiritual  means  oE  enforcing  theiM 
eentencea  ;  hut  it  was  also  nsual  to  refer  tlie  gravesll 
disputes  to  independent  nrbitrntora  chosen  by  thaj 
contending  jiartiea.  Hen^ry  III.  and  his  BaronaM 
referred  tlieir  quarrel  to  St.  Looia  of  Franca,  andV 
Kdwarh  III.  acted  as  arbitrator  between  OharibbJ 
of  Anjou  and  Pbtbe  of  Aragon  when  they  pro-a 
ferred  conflicting  clBims  to  the  Crown  of  Sicily.  I 

The  controversy  on  the  Treaty  and  the  Arbitra*  J 
tion  excited  less  interest  in  the  United  States  thanV 
in  England,  although  moderate  and  intel1i^eun| 
American  politicians  openly  censured  the  litigiouafl 
proceedings  of  their  Government.  The  generolfl 
attention  was  concentrated  on  the  Presidential  con-a 
test,  even  when  the  result  had,  in  the  coiu'se  of  tha  ■ 
Summer,  Iweu  rendered  certiin  by  RepublioaaJ 
tiatories  in  several  principal  States.  No  President^S 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  had  been  re-l 
elected  within  the  memory  of  the  present  genera-l 
tion  ;  hut  Uensral  Grant's  great  military  aervice^fl 
seemed,  in  the  aliaence  of  tiny  formidable  oom-» 
petitor,  ta  give  him  n  claim  to  the  renewal  of  his'fl 
term.  It  was  known  that  he  was  himself  desirous  atm 
re-election,  and  his  opponents  alleged  that  biafl 
choice  of  political  allies  and  his  disposal  of  patron-fl 
ago  had  been  influenced  by  his  anxiety  for  oleetoi-iilS 
support.  His  popularity  had.  declined  through  thaM 
oj^eration  of  various  causes,  and  cliiefly, perhaps,  hfM 
tne  lapse  of  time.  After  an  unsuccessful  attem|^'9 
st  the  commencement  of  his  Presidency  to  choosa  I 
his  Ministers  and  determine  his  policy  indepen- 
dently of  the  lenders  of  his  party,  General  Grant 
£  na J Jy  allowed  politicaV  joVitieTt  in  the  Senate  and 

the    Unuse  of    RepreeentiAweB  Vo  ».*.Tfet**i  ■J™ 

patronage  of  the  Government  ^laM^^Wc^wij^^™ 
^       porters  iLd  favourites.     1\.^  ^wc««*«to»^  |^« 


AKHDU.  BUMUAAT— lg72.  4S7 

public  aEfoirs  waa  probably  not  more  corrupt  than 
under  previous  Presidents,  but  opinion  'lad  become 
more  enlightened,  and  the  exposure  of  the  frauds 
iti  tbe  City  and  State  of  New  York  had  produced  a 
atrong  reaction  uK^inst  the  iiiischievous  Bjateni 
which  was  introduced  many  years  ago  by  Giineral 
JACKSON.  Ganerol  Obani's  moat  conapiciiuua 
adbecenta  hod  thwarted  all  soheniea  for  the  i-eform 
of  the  Civil  .Service,  and  it  was  thought  that  the 
P&BSIDEMi  hiuiaelf  waa  indid'erent  to  the  abuses 
which  have  been  promotod  by  tdl  paj'tiea  in  turn. 
A  small  eectioa  of  the  Republican  body,rEipruseiit<;d 
in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Suhuuk,  took  every  oppur- 
tuiuty  of  attacking  the  Pkiviiient  and  his 
Ministara.  Ml'.  Sumsbr  discredited  the  move- 
ment, wliich  he  joined,  liy  a  cbaraoteristio  exhibition 
of  pei'souul  liostility  to  Uenei'al  Grant;  but  the  mid- 
contents,  assuiiiiii^  the  title  of  Liberal  Kepiiblicana, 
thought  themselves  strung  enough  to  hold  a  Ctin- 
VBulion  of  their  own  at  CiQcinnati  for  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  Presidential  candidate.  It  wan  obviously 
their  interest  to  select  u  uominiiB  who  should  be  at 
the  aaiue  tiuie  peraonally  fit  for  the  highest  olhue  in 
the  Republic  and  not  unacceptable  to  the  largo 
Demnciatic  minority.  The  oidy  pretext  or  mean- 
ing of  the  secession  cousiited  in  the  dislike  of  the 
liberal  Republicans  for  tlie  prevailing  system, 
which  allows  jobbers  and  election  agents  to  dispose 
of  public  oibcea  wiibout  regard  to  competency  or 
merit.  Mr.  SrHuiiz  and  tiie  more  I'espectable 
membera  of  the  party  supported  IVIr.  Aiuus,  wlio 
would,  if  he  hail  been  noiiiinatud,  have  uidted  the 
voteH  of  the  Reformers  and  of  the  entire  Democratic 
party.  Yet  it  seeraa  impossible  to  manage  a  Con- 
vention except  by  the  custuuui'y  manoeuvres  ai  ijcu- 
fm^hnal  managers.  A  few  skWUiV  TOMVVv^aN»'*a  ^^ 
aloctiouB  had  contrived  to  yaek  ttva  ttQVi-J«.ii^^>J'^^ 
*«   to  secure   tliu  prbUosUitoMft  ooitiiinaVKott.  ^A  S^" ■ 
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declared  themselves  i 

the  Ntvj  Yorl:  ISibtme,  Mr.  Greelef  had  ' 
reinitfttion  and  influence  by  his  vigour  and  i 
hbility,  a.ad  lie  had  bean  one  oi  tlte  eai]iest  si 
most  conaistfliit  opponents  of  slftvery  ;  but  ho  bi 
the  defects  as  well  at  the  tiierits  of  a  «eif-tau^ 
niHii,  Hia  knowledge  of  hintory,  of  politics,  a  _  _ 
eenttomy  waa  ntterly  superticiiu,  and  his  unstablA] 
judgiiieut  eifiosed  him  through  life  tu  ir 
dulaiiioiiB.  The  popularity  whidi  be  hod  acijUiMi 
by  hia  sincero  portiuipatiou  in  the  feclinj,'e  and  pi^ 
jiidicea  of  the  typical  AmerloBn  recommended  h^ 
to  the  choice  of  the  Cincinnati  managers.  It  «  " 
thoujfht  thnt  aa  a  Froteotioniat,  an  Abolitionist,  :t 
an  huhitual  dedaimer  against  England,  he  woi. 
win  the  anffi^ea  of  a  large  Kepnblican  suction,  n 
Man  it  forgottua  that  he  iiod  established  a  kind  i 
cinitii  <m  his  lite-Ion^  ndveraaries  nf  t)ie  DeniucratI 
purty.  At  tliB  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  h  , 
Toooinmondud  tltat  tlje  acceding  States  shcRild  tl 
ailowud  tl)  "  ^o  in  peace  -,"  ha  had  at  a  later  periC 
ciideavmired  to  negotiate  iv  eampromise  betwai 
the  belligerents,  ntiil  after  ihe  oloso  of  the  sttu  '* 
he  hiul  itcnerously  {;iven  bail  for  Mr.  Jsvfo 
Dav  is.  With  the  niovenient  for  political  and  oftieft 
reform  which  liad  strangely  resulted  h  ' ' 
tiun  Mr.  GiiEELiiv  had  not  the  Rtnalleat  sympaUi 
and,  consequently,  man^  <rf  the  promotaira  of  M. 
Ciiiiiiiinati  Convention  either  stood  aloof  during  tj 
contest  or  transferred  thoir  aupport  to  QeneB 
Gi<«:4T.  The  Democtatie  Convention  at  Baltimos 
pruiialily  actini;  under  a  mistaken  inipression  ai 
the  HtiencLh  of  the  Liberal  Kepmblioans,  adopts 
the  nomination  of  Mr.  (iHEeLKV  ;  but  mw' 
Jijeiiiljwfl  01  the  ptrt5  ^^itttVj  duisanted  from  t] 
rote,  nnd  the  retDtanAev  vr  ■v.a.\-  \..\.— 


it,  thQiT  support  oS  a^  ^'"^'^^2^"^^^;^ 
'J77S    .Autumn    eleotVoM  ^n.   Sew«i«'»^ 
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otber  important  States  showed  thiit  tliQ  Rspuiili- 
caiu,  vho  had  in  their  Convention  at  PhilaiielphiB 
unanimougly  nominated  General  Ohaih',  com- 
manded an  irresistiLla  majorily.  The  coloured 
voters  oi  the  South,  nottrithstanding  the  npjioals  of 
Mr.  SuMNBR  and  the  services  formerly  ranaered  tu 
their  cause  by  Mr.  Gkj!EI.ey,  declined,  with  u  sound 
instinet,  to  ally  theniaelves  with  the  Uemocrats.  At 
the  appointment  of  Presidential  electors  in  Novetn- 
her  every  Northern  Rtate,  inolu<iing  New  York, 
voted  for  General  Grant,  and  for  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
w>is  the  Philadelphia  nominee  for  the  office  of  Vice- 
President,  and  only  in  six  Southern  Stiitea  were  tho 
Demociats  strong  enough  to  return  a  majority  for 
rt|mgi,F,v,  The  contest  had  been  conducted  with 
a  virulence  which  spared  neither  public  nor  private 
character  ;  hut  when  it  waa  known  that,  perlinpB 
in  conaeigiience  of  fatigue  and  excitement,  Mr. 
Gbket.bv  had  died  two  or  three  weeks  after  tha 
election,  the  feeling  of  sympathy  and  regret  waa 
deeper  and  more  genuine  than  tlie  nstonBihle  ani- 
mosity which  had  been  assumed  for  the  purposes  of 
the  elaotiou.  Two  conspicuous  American  citizens 
had  died  shortly  before  Mr.  GubbiiBV.  General 
MEiDE  performed  good  service  during  the  war  aii 
Chief  of  the  Staff  under  General  Gr&nt,  and  it 
happened  that  ho  commanded  at  Gettysburg-,  whera 
a  drawn  battle  proved  in  its  consequences  to  he 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  the  war.  Mr.  Seward  woa 
earlier  and  more  widely  known  ga  an  opponent  of 
slavery,  OS  a  popular  orator,  and  an  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr,  Llnools  and  to  Mr.  Amirew  Johk- 
M)K.  Two  phrases  which  for  a  time  became  almost 
proverbial  in  the  United  States  illustrated  Mr. 
Sbwahd'b  political  insight  and  hia  felicity  of 
lanpusge.  It  was  his  auggesttOD  that  there  was  e. 
"  £gbeF  law  "  than  the  ConBtitution  cil  ftia  ^^-kOw*. 
States,  and  he  waa  the  first  to  a.TiiiOM»c»'ea^'i''iSi» 
atruggie  betveea   the  BlaveoTmerB  aiii  'ito.'*  ^^'^   ' 
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tioni»tB   WH6  "an  irrepreasibla   conflict. "      In   his 

Toliiminciua  diplomntio  corroBpandence  Mr.  Sewibj) 

mu  copious,  ingenious  and,  in  sooordnnce  with  the— 

traditionB   of   hia  Department,  habitually  oTerheaa"^ 

ing.     It   is  possible  tliat   he   maj  have  aometimM 

intimidabed  and  sven  that  he  may  occaainnally  han 

joonvinced  a  foreign  Governraant,  but  he  [   -      — 
oiliatad  an  opjioiient  nor  Facilitated  a  cone 
liiti  oiTii  favour.  His  last  public  act  was  the  ne^tii 
tion  of  Mr.  Rbvbrdt  Johksos's  Treaty,  which  w" 
rejected   by  the   Senate   in  eonsequence  of  tha  u 
popularity   of  the   Pkesident,   wliioh    had   fina' 
extended  to  the  Secretary  of  State.     In   his  raci 
Message  to  Coajirefls  (ioneral  Grant  was  justified 
in   oon|;tratnlBtiii)f  the   LrgialDture  and  the  co 
on  the  increase  of  population,  on   the   great  t      --    ^ 
tion   of  the   debt,  and   on  general  tranquillity  andOl 
prosperity.  '  f 

The     neighbouring     Republic    of     Mexico    hu'' J 
Buffered  a  loaa   during   the  year  in   the   death  oC 
JCARBz,  whose  term  of  oHice  ns    President  had  onljl 
been  interrupted  by  the  episode  of  the  French  ir 
aion  and  the  Empire.     The  fact  that  Jcamuz  wi 
[all-hlooded   Indian   is    not   without    etlmolof^id 
importance,  as   ha   uudonbtcdly  pnsaesBed  eome  0 
the   qualities   nf  a  ruler  n,nd   a  stateaman.     In  a 
corrupt   society  the   President's   personal   inteerity 
was  undisputed,  and  hia  proloni;ed  tenure  of   office 
implied   a   check   on  the   prevailing   anarchy.     In 
Onba  tha  chronic  insurrection  stOl  smoulderti,  and 
the  Spanish  Minister  refuses  to  take  measures  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  until  the  rebellion   is   aup- 
pressed.    The  constant  di4un  of  troops  to  the  island 
IB  one  among  many  oausea  of  the  wenkness   ot    thf" 
Mother   Ooiintry.     Spain   is  still  distracted  by  tb4 
squabbles  of  factions,  which,  with  the  eiceptior    ' 

t/tepartywhioh  niKyitomtittifl'tol\c\]ebeir   "  " 
agree   only  in  commcm  diBB-SadCiott  ■«&  * 
GovBrmatnU      In  t^«  «"^1  "S*^  "^"^  "*"  " 
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Si.OA8TA  obbained  tke  conBcnt  of  tke  Kvfa  to  k  dia< 
solution  of  the  Cortes,  and  at  the  geimrBl  electioa 
the  Minister  obtained  by  eitraordinar;  official 
esertions  an  overwhelming  majority  ;  but  aooa 
afterwards  a,  Carlist  iniiun'uctiiin  in  the  Northern 
Provint'eB,  and  the  general  diaooiitent  provoked  by 
the  corrupt  management  of  the  elections,  caused  tha 
resignation  of  SiUASn.  Marshal  Sshkano  and 
Admiral  Topbte,  wlio  succeeded  xo  olhoe,  thought 
it  necsBiarf  to  suspend  the  conetitutional  Kuaranteea 
of  liberty,  bnt  the  Eiku  positively  refused  his  con- 
sent, and  authorized  Zobxuxa  to  form  a  Piti- 
greasist  MiniHtry.  Another  general  election,  in 
which  the  conttitnencieB  were  allowed  a  freer 
exercise  of  the  fianchise,  illustrated  the  uiiEBtiafai>- 
tory  wovldng  of  Tepreaentative  institutions  in  Spain. 
Hot  only  was  the  former  verdict  of  the  country 
reveraed,  but  the  leaders  of  the  Moderate  party, 
including  S*gahta  and  SBttBiso,  were  escluded. 
from  the  Cortes  ;  and  iZoriiilla  has  since  been 
seriotisly  embarrassed  by  the  absence  of  an  Opposi- 
tion. The  hostile  factions  refuse  to  achnowled^ 
either  the  decision  of  the  constituencies  or  the  titla 
of  the  dynasty.  The  number  of  Pretenders  is 
--'-      '   -,   tiyo   by  the   adhesion   of   the   Due  na 


reduced  t 


dMoKTFENaiER   to   the   claim   of    liis   nephew   Dos 
Alf'OM'so.       The      Itepubliinins     are     temporarily 
weakened     by    the     secession     of     the    extreme 
Anarchists,  wlio  proclaim  the  nxi«dien<^  of  imme- 
diate  rebellion  with   a   view  to  the   subTarsion   of 
society.     Isolated  attempts  to  apply  their  principles 
by  murderous  outhronks  at  Mnlaga  and  other  places 
have  been  happily  defeated,  but   the   Government,   ( 
which  has  still  not  hnaljy  repressed  the  Carlist   dis- 
turbances in  the  Nurtli,  is   gi'eatty  embarrassed   bj 
the   numerous   dejuanda   on  itatofl.iX.M'j  TsaraoscBi*.".^ 
Th'o  attempts  to  aBsassinate   limg  k»K^Wi  ■ova.^'t* 
con^dently  attributed  to   the   uTLtietne  ^^v^^'^'^ 
facttoji:  Bm    tie   partiaauB   ol  boXtv^i'iia'W^'^"^*' 
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tenders  are    loud    in    their  dennnciiitiiMlS  of  the 
gallant  forei^  Prince  who  tnut«d  to  the  honaur  of 
UiB  Spctnuli  people  when  he  accepted  the  invitatiaBiH 
o(  their  CorteB.     In  Italy  the  qnnrrel   between   t^~ 
GovefjimGiLt  and  the  Pope  eontinuos,  although   i 
patient  patriots  fref|uently  accuse  tlie  GovemmeJ 
of   uDWortUy   conceasions   to   ecclesiastical  pretal 
eIddi'.     T]ie  Ministry  lias  lately  accepted  an  ami 
inoiit  to  one  of  its  liilla  directly  witldioldiiigl^ 
ti»e  recognition  from  the  General  of   tbeJeaa 
ftnd  although  a  Rohool  conducted  by  an  Ameiioa 
Piotestant  has  been  closed  on  the  ground   of  noH 
complianoe  ndth  legal  conditions,  no   lerioua   cheol 
aeeniB  ta  he  pUtced  on  the  Aiiti-Catholio  prop) 
guiidism,  which   is   naturally  olfeiisive  to  the   Poi^ 
ttiid   the   clergy.     The   mout  Temarkable   event  ia 
Italian  hintory  during  the  year  luka  been  the  dcaV 
oi   MuziKi.     Altbuugh   the   task   of   his    life  vm 
vii'tuully  accompliBhed,  i^ainst  his  wishes  and   pvd 
tests,    by    the    oatiiblishment    of    the     £in(;daia 
Makzihi's     oQumtrymen     never    forgot    that   hf 
crusade   of  forty  years  bad  powerfully  contributa 
to   the  libcTation  of   Italy.     A   nature  rather  of  8 
prophet  and  poet  than  of  a  pohticdaa  exempted  hb"*" 
from  the  vul(;ur  foiblea  of  a  demagogue.     Even  h 
tcligirjus   enChuBiatni,  though  it  waa  vague  and  nj, 
intelligible,  was  undoubtedly  sinuBre.     In  Ids  lattj 
yeara  he  constantly  denounced  in  eloquent  langi 
the  materialism   of  the    Uonitists,   and  the  a 
reli^UB  fanatioism  of  the  Pransh  adherents  of  t 
Commune.     In   Enii^Iand,  ta  which  he  waa  atronn 
attached,  aa  well   as   in   Italy,  he  waa   attended^ 
tliB  loyal  afiuction  of  many  disciples.     The  lit( 
kingdom    of    Qreece    has    only    attracted     uuti 
through  a  diplomatic  dispute  with  France  and  Itii 
relating  to  the  terraa  ot  a  utmtraot  for  working  tl 
luioBM    of    Laurium,  in    ALiiwa.    To*  (^>M^ioiv  t 
whether  materia!  thrown  nsvAfcoai!elM**™M>J*L 
iiajoB,  but  capable  o£  beias  smeVwANil  wvai-s^-fl 
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iceaaeB,  la  or  fs  not  included  in  a  Govemmant  eon- 
cexaioa  of  the  minei  to  a  French  aad  Italian  Com- 
panj.  A  profound  dietniBt  »t  Greek  ABBemblies 
tind  Gieek  Courts  of  Justice  may,  perhapn,  justify 
the  GoT^nmenta  of  France  and  Italy  in  demanding 
arbitration  on  an  issue  whioli  would  seem  rather  fit  I 
for  a  looil  ti'ibuaul.  An  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  '• 
the  oaee  would  be  the  more  unjirolitable  oa  it  ftiay 
be  conlideatly  anticipated  that  the  demands  of  two 
Great  Powers  will  notfail  to  obtain  ultimate  satiBfuc- 
tion.  Tha  politics  of  Turkey  consiat,  aa  usual,  of  a 
BUCcSBsion  ol  ob*cure  intrigues.  Threa  or  four 
ohaDgeB  of  Uinistry  within  the  year  are  generally 
attributed  to  the  personal  feeUnaa  of  the  Sditan 
end  to  the  influence  of  the  Buaaiiui  Ambassador. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Sultan  wiahes  to  substi- 
tute the  bereditiity  ti-anetuiesion  of  his  Throne  n> 
his  own  desoeudants  for  the  Ottoman  custom,  in-  i 
virtue  of  which  ha  himself  succeodeil.  Tlie  Orientii! 
practice  of  preferring  a  brother  or  a  nephew  ti> « 
eon  is  in  many  respects  inconvenient,  but  a  change 
oi  system  would  probably  involve  the  result  of  a  dis- 

Ko   eTenta   have   occurred  in  the  minor  States  of 
Buropa  which  poBsees  any  considerable  political  im- 

Krtanco.  Ghakles  XV.,  an  able  and  amhitionB 
ince,  has  been  succeeded  on  the  Throne  of 
Sweden  and  Norway  by  King  Osoak  II.  A  new 
Swiss  Constitution,  which  had  been  elabciated  with 
the  utmost  care,  was  finally  rejected  both  by  a 
popular  and  by  a  cantoual  vote,  on  the  ground  of 
its  tending  to  increaie  the  power  of  the  Central 
Governjnent.  In  Switzerland  also,  as  in  Germany 
and  Italy,  the  Popb  has  contrived  bya  petty  aggres- 
iion  to  provoke  remonstrance  and  opposition.  Tha 
general  peace  of  Giirope  ceemB  not  to  be  exposed  to 
any  present  danger.  Austria  is,  as  usual,  involved 
in  disonssions  of  Con8litUti')Tia\rfvM\%«B,"»i^ii\voMe^, 
perhaps,  iersafter  tend  to  a  pticticiiiVa  iiooi'^cre 
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between  Previcciftl  rigltts  und  Fader*!  authority. 
Count    LoKYAV    h»i    beea    Biiec«eded    a*     Prim* 
Hiniater   of   Hun^fary  by   Count  &LL&TY,    but  oo^ 
Other  change  has  bQeu  made  iu   the   Cabinet.     Thr 
foreign    relations    of    the   Mouarcby   have  beoonv 
more  aatigfactory.     At  the  begiouiug  uf   Sei^tembi' 
the   Emperors   uf  Acstkia   and  KnaaiA  visited  IJ 
German  Ejuekoii.  at  Bacliu,  aud   their  reapecUi 
Minuiterfl  held  conf  erenuea  on  matters  of  greater  « 
leas  urgency.     The  results  of  the  meeting  have   i 
been  i^de  public,  And  it  may  be  conjectured  t' 
the   courtesies   exclianged   among   the  three  g~ 
potentates,  and  ospQcitdly  between  the  Emperoi 
RvssiA  aad  Austria,  constituted,  as  ptoofs  of 
amicable  sentiment,  the  moat   important   reiuit 
the  Ooneieas.    The  triumph  of  Prussia  OTer  Aus' 
in  1806  taa  had  tlie  aiagrilai  effuot  of   removing 
causes  of  jeuIouBj  which  previously  existed  ;  ani 
i«  for  the  mterest  of   Germany  to  promote,  as  fa: 

fOMiblo,  a  friendly  understanding  between  l 
'owera,  either  of  which,  ill  case  of  disBensii 
might  pjsaibly  caltivate  the  (Jlianoe  of  Frani 
The  domestic  x*°hticB  of  Germany  have  ''  ~ 
moulded  by  unforeaeeu  couiequences  of  the  i 
of  ISTO  and  ISTl.  The  great  statesman  who  chiel 
oreatad  the  unity  of  Germany  has  found  himsi 
compelled  to  engage  in  cooteita  both  with  tl 
Komau  Catholic  Church  and  with  the  Prussii 
srittocroi^.  The  maasure  for  the  ezpolaiou  of  tl 
Jesuits,  which  Prince  Bismaeok  carried  witli  '' 
cordial  aid  of  a  great  majority  through  the  Gani 
Farliameot,  is  so  inconsistent  with  the  reoeiTi^ 

SUtical  doctiines  of  modem  Englishmen  that,  if  it' 
d  been  Uie  act  of  a  weak  or  capricioua  Minister, 
it  would  hare  been  unanimously  condemned  as 
inipolitic  and  unjust.  The  dogma  of  Papal  Infalli- 
bUity  seeina  to  be  u  eBtH&"j  iwiiitA  yacticai 
JmpoTtuiQe  aa  it  ia  t1i«o-ce^\calii  iiwweM*  «^j«^ 
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to  disport  himself  at  plemure  in  his  spiritual  hall, 
while  temporal  luatterH  are  determined  aceording  to 
bmnan  motive*  aiid  intoresta.  Nevortholess,  a 
political  necasaitj  which  is  leoognizud  bj  a  largo 
and  intelligent  part  of  the  German  community 
cvmot  ba  treated  as  iniofinary  ;  and  Priiico 
BiaMABOK  has  earned  a  ri^ht  to  respectful  con- 
eideration  for  any  policy  whicli  he  may  delibarately 
adopt.  The  attack  on  the  Ultramontane  party  was 
oommeoced  almoat  Bimultaneoualy  in  the  two 
FarliamentH  which  reipoctively  represent  Prussia 
and  Gl«nnany.  By  a  Prusniun  Bill,  which  Pnnoe 
BiBUAiuiE  carried  throu»1i  the  Upper  fi.ou«e  with 
some  difficulty,  the  control  of  primary  education 
was  transferred  from  the  clergy  of  both  Churches 
to  the  State  authorities  ;  and  in  the  German  Parlia- 
ment the  Ohanoeli/}]!,  not  content  with  his  «ucc4U 
iu  parrying  or  returning  isolated  assaulta,  struck 
wiUiont  h^tation  at  the  chief  promoters  of  eccle- 
siastical.  disaffeution.  Adtniuiitrative  measures 
were  adopted  against  Bishops  who  had  in  defiance 
of  law  published  excommunicationa,  or  who  had 
Itbelioualy  attacked  the  GoveiTiment  in  sermons  and 
players,  and  against  the  Jesuits,  who  both  prompt 
and  execute  the  deaigns  of  tliu  Holy  See,  and  who 
have  constantly  used  their  great  iniluence  to  thwart 
the  union  of  Germany  under  a  Protestant  dynasty. 
ITiB  French  declaration  of  war  in  1S70  was  in  a 
great  measure  the  result  of  clerical  intrigues,  and 
siooe  the  ettablishment  of  the  German  Empire  the 
Ultramontane  party  have  used  oil  their  influence  in 
Bavaria,  in  WUrtemberg,  and  in  Poaen  to  impede 
the  oonaolidation  of  unity.  Mr.  Mubluk,  Prussian 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  although  he  was 
himself  a  zealous  Erangelical,  had  on  general 
grounds  of  religious  sympathy  countenanced  the 
pretensions  of  the  Roman  Oatholio  clergy  ;  and  to 
the  gntiScttion  of  tho  gcQ&t  'm&Yitvt^  c^  ^!&sb 
eduoaud  aJMBieM,   h»    now  ioaii&  ^'^  ueoinaAsi  Vk 
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retire    from    office.       An    Ultramontane  Cabina^M 
suddenly   constttuted,    in   consequenoe,    ai   it   wT 
thought,  of    a    perBonB.1    piijne    by   the    King    < 
Bavajua,  was  un&ble  to  rasJntain  itself   in   power  )! 
and  it  aeema  that  the  meaiurea  of  tho  Gertnar 
Governinent    have    been    senemUy   npproTed 
Tinblio  opinion.     The  Pruasian  House  o(  Lords  w 
loss   favoiirnble   to  the  policy  of   the  Chancbllorv 
who   found  it   necessary,  in  the  prosecution  of '-'" 
contest  with  the  Bomui  Cutholio  Ohuroh,  to  h 
more  nnd  more  on  the  support  nf  the  Liberal  part, 
Ab  a  pledge  of  his  alliance,  and   in  conformity  wiA 
bia  own  news  of  adnunigtrative  oxpadionoy,  Prin 
BlRMARCK  carried  through   the    PruBsian    Loww'J 
Honae  a   Bill   for  tho   locid   organheatioit   of    th«a 
Enatem   Provinces  of  the  old  Monarchy,  by  whiolM 
the  privileges  of  the  nobility  in  their  respeotiv*^ 
diatnctawere  Inrsoljc  curtailed.    There  is  no  reanoif] 
t(i  suppose  that  theu-   hereditary  powers   h;id   been 
abuaed,   or   even     that   they  were    genecally  iil^ 
pnpulur  ;  but  tho  trsiiafer  of   aomo  of  their  judicial 
and  administrative  functions  to  elected  repressnta 
tives   of  thb   commanity   could  not   be    plauaibi' 
resisted.     The  House  of  Lords,  conscious   of  g|raB 
services  rendered  by  the  aristocracy  to  the   Obow! 
jind   country,  and   confident,  perhaps,  in  the  well* 
known   attsohment   of   the   Kino   to   their  OrderjJ 
rejoflted   the   Miniaterinl   Bill  hy  a  liagfi   majority^T 
It   could  not   be   expeoted   that  Prince  Bi^maroe 
would  acquiesce  in  defeat,  nor  is  the   Sins,  aa   tha 
JImpeeob  fa  BffH  called  in  relation  to    PrusaiaBfl 
affairs,  accustomed   to   the   opposition   of   his  ownl 
devoted  friends.    The  Parliament  was  im mediately ■ 
prrirngued  and  re-summoned  to  enable  the  fioverniW 
raent  to  introduce  the  Local  Administration  Bill  isfl 
a  aligbtlj  amended  form.  •,   o.nd  it  was    pmbliolyj 
nnnouaced,  m  in  the  days  <A  I'ub  "Sin^Ai  "ftftVOT ' 
Sill,   tbut  any  numbei   ot  Yeew.'flWi*^  "^^ 
rsqtiired  to  aeciire  the  Bucoei^  ol'-^"  -•»««»■«' 
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be  unliesitatingly  creatBd.  The  Empebor,  probably, 
like  our  WiU:iAM  IV.,  exercised  his  personal 
influence  over  the  members  of  the  Kunae,  who  wer* 
also  alftrmed  byruraoura  of  a  proposed  reconstitutioa 
of  their  Aflaembiy,  which  hua  since  been,  perhaps, 
only  postponed.  The  amended  BUI  WEis  carried  by 
a  majority  of  the  Rouse  which  had  previouly 
Tojeuted  it,  but  ^5  Fears,  all  men  of  rank  and  posi- 
tion, had  already  been  created.  Prince  EisMJUtoK 
since  winning  this  victory  has  resigned  the  presi- 
dency of  the  Prussian  Cabinet,  retaining  his  offioa 
Df  Gierman  Chancellor,  end  continuing  to  admiuister 
llio  foreisn  atiairs  of  Prussia,  which  are,  indeed, 
JndistinBuiKhable  from  those  of  the  Empire,  It  is 
alio  provided  thnt  on  German  mattera  he  may  vote 
by  deputy  in  the  PruHsian  Cabinet,  It  is  under- 
stood that  Prince  BisUA£CK  was  dissatisfied  with 
the  equality  between  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
which  resulted  from  the  habit  of  the  Kings  of 
pRDSSiA  of  acting  as  tlieir  own  Prime  Ministars, 
The  EwpBKoit  is  apparently  not  disposed  to  abandon 
at  once  ttie  established  practice,  as  he  hsia  accepted 
Prince  BiRMAPLrR's  resignation  and  appointed  Count 
Rooif,  the  celebrated  JMinistar  of  War,  aa  his 
EuccesBOr.  The  control  of  Prussian  policy  by  tha 
Ciennan  Guanoellor  will,  perhapt,  not  be  mate- 
rially affected  by  his  nomintu  chanifC  of  office. 

The  resolute  and  plitint  dexterity  of  the  ^ed 
statesman  who  atili  governs  France  has  been 
exposed  in  tho  oouree  of  the  year  to  many  difficult 
tB«t8  ;  but  amidst  minor  alternations  of  victory  and 
defeat,  the  Eopublican  form  of  Government  has, 
both  by  its  own  continued  esiataneo  and  through 
the  absence  of  competitors,  gradually  become  moru 
consoliilated.  The  Ohlbans  Princes  had  been 
repelled,  on  the  eva  of  their  voluntary  rccostiitiQa. 
of  the  Comto  DB  CHAMBOac's  tvfte,  \i^  'toa  tJot'wH^w. 
determiaation  to  retain  the  flan-w^VAi.\.*«cvifc«TDSQ<»- 
«/ Aereditorjr  and    JndefensxUe,  it\g;cA.    "«««  ^Sass^-' 
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BelccB  the  Princes  of  the  younger  branoli 
never  aaiumed  the  attitude  of  Pretenders  ;  and  for 
the  present  there  appesrs  to  be  no  general  deaire  for 
the  re-eBtahlishnieni  of  Koyalty.  The  majority  of. 
the  Assembly  has  by  the  diaappointment  of  itoi 
lUQDOrchial  aspirations  been  restored  to  indepou-" 
denee  and  activity,  ivhile  it  has  been  reinforced  hf. 
the  alliance  of  the  Moderate  Republicans.  The  i 
PiiEaiBENT,  who  had  long  before  declared  that  for 
the  present,  at  least,  it  was  necessary  to  accept  the 
It^public,  has  consistently  expresaed  his  readiness 
to  co-operate  irith  any  party  which  would  assist  him 
in  strenEthening  and  improving  exiatinc;  institu- 
tions. While  he  atill  retains  the  support  or 
neutrality  of  the  Left  by  his  determiiiBd  iimintcn- 
ance  of  the  Ikipiiblic,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
reoeat  conceBsionii  on  eitlier  side  may  enable  him  to 
acoomplish  the  changes  which  he  considers  necea- 
sary  by  the  logitiraate  machinery  oF  a  Parliamen- 
tary majority.  In  tho  early  part  of  tho  year 
M.  Thiers  still  relied  for  the  •nccess  of  bis  policy  on 
the  indispenavbie  natui-e  of  liis  services.  When  he 
w»B  defeated  on  a  proposal,  to  which  he  has  clur.g 
with  singular  pertinacity,  fur  imposing  a  tax  on  raw 
materials,  he  was  only  induced  to  withdraw  his 
resignation  of  the  Presidency  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous requeai  of  Iha  Assembly  ;  yet  there  were 
visible  symptoms  of  an  increased  tendency  to 
opposition,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  tlireat  of 
resignation  mi):ht,  if  it  were  too  often  repeated,  lose 
its  efficacy.  Debates  became  more  ammated  and 
more  violent  ;  the  Assembly  rejected  a  proposal 
that  it  should  return  to  Paris,  and  it  also  deter- 
mined that  the  members  of  the  Council  of  Stats 
should  not  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment,  M.  Cakiuul-Pekibk  resiji^ed  the  Ministry 
oi  tba  Interior,  and  declared  hinuelf  a  Moderate 

ilopablioan  ;  and  in  «mMi<vii6iic«  ol  «.  Sik^oSr  V*h. 

tie  KwpBT  of  the  Bo^  iS,  to^Ji'es-**^**-'™*^"*'^ 
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had  bena  tha  most  cictiTe  supporter  of  the  PresI' 
Iixikt's  Fn>t«ctioniBt  policy,  retired  from  the  adtniu- 
isbntion  of  the  fin&aceB,  In  the  Suimiiec  the 
fortunes  of  the  Piu»uieKT  appeared  to  be  once  mora 
in  the  ascendant.  Notnithstundiiig  the  iiopukrity 
both  in  the  country  and  in  the  AaBemUy  ot  V  " 
German  syateiu  of  universal  military  aervii.-, 
M.  Tiii£Ba  carried,  by  his  'peraonal  indnenoe  and 
authority,  a  Bill  which  virtually  re-establialied  the 
Freiuih  practice  of  conscription.  He  also,  after  an  ex- 
citing discuseion,  induuud  the  Assenibly  to  revoke  its 
former  resolution  by  adopting  hia  favourite  tax  on 
raw  materials.  It  was,  in  truth,  worth  while  to 
retain  the  services  of  the  Pjiesident  even  at  the 
cost  of  a  temporary  compliance  with  Ills  erroneous 
economical  theorieB.  At  the  end  of  June  he  con- 
cluded a  Suppleinentarv  Treaty  with  the  Germun 
Empire  for  tJie  immodiato  payment  of  £40,000,000, 
to  De  foUoiped  by  the ,  evacuation,  of  six  ot  the 
occupied  Departmcnta.  Ajiotbur  instalment  of  the 
«ame  amount  will  bo  paid  in  tlie  ensuing  Sprine, 
and  it  ia  hoped  that  the  evacuation  wi]l  be  finaUy 
oompletod  in  the  early  part  of  1874.  In  August  a 
loan  ot  £120,000,000  was  covered  many  times  o--- 
by  Bnbscriptioiis,  and  olthoiiKh  the  tenders  were 
a  great  decree  only  nominal,  the  large  deposits  and 
instalments  wliiisb  liave  sincD  been  paid  illustrate 
the  wealth  ot  Fnince,  notvritlistaiidinf!  the  losses 
occasioned  by  the  War.  Tlie  lull  ot  political  esoite- 
nient  wliicb  followed  the  adiournment  of  the 
Assembly  in  August  was  rudely  disturbed  by  a 
speech  delivered  by  M.  Gahbetia  at  Grenoble  in 
tlie  beginning  ot  October.  Some  surprise  was 
caused  by  the  universal  irritation  and  alarm  pro- 
duced in  Franco  by  expressions  which  would  hare 
been  regarded  in  Eni^and  either  as  familiar  com- 
monplaces or  as  rJietorical  esaggptaJAnvia  -iNmS.  "i^i 
iiejnota  of  GAMBEim.'n  BpeeoVi  "Kaa  to  ^>^i  ^o^^i^  """" 
ixj  declaeatioa  tliat  politiCTl  -Eo-Mes  la^'^  "^^  "^ 
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ferred  to  &  new  Eociol  Htratum.    In  other  words,  ha 
waa  supposed  to  mean  that  the  esclosire  auprBmapy 
:4^  sTtisanB  sod  laboureM,  which  had  been  the   chiUi 
''"iJQct  of  the  inBurrection  of  the   Oommune,  was 
eatabliahed   by  a  Democratia  Assembly  after 
~  :3S)Uy     preliminaries   of    a     Dissolution.      '] 
iety  of  the  Jloderate  Party  was  iiioreaaed  by 
a^i^eaa  of   Democratic   candidates  in  eeveral   el( 
tions   daring  the  roonth   of   October  , 
praaenco   of  a   common  (ionger,  all  the  fractitms 
the  Right,  inelndingthe  Imperialisfa,  combined  ' 
the   first   time  as  a  Parliamenton-  party.     The  I 
D'AuBiFFiiBr-pAsQOiEa,  who  had  on  eeveral  oo( 

displayed  great  ability  in  debate,  became 
virtual  loader  of  the  party,  and  the  Duo  pb  Bkoqi 
'    >k  &  leading  pai-t  in  its  councils.     On  t!ie  Utli 
ivembertbe  Fkgsidbnt  addressed  to  the  Aaseml 
'essagc  which  s»emod  to  indicate  a  leuning  to  ' 
'  ;  and  in  answer  tti  the  Due  UR  Bmoclib 
,_.„   ly    repudiated     any   reBponsibiUty  tat 
language  which  had  been  used  at  Grenoble.  Genei 
CnANuASJfiEK   horoely  attacked   Gambetta   for  ' 
revolutionary   daclarabions,    and,   finally,   a  vagQ( 
resolution    was   carried  with    the    assent   of    f" 
Government,   while   the   majority  expressed   thi 
dissatisfaction  by  abstaining   from  voting.     AH 
some  discuBstou  between   M.  Tuiers  and  the  Cai 
mittee  which   considered   the  Address,  a  reaolutii 
moved  by  M.  DiTAntE  for   the   appointment   of 
Committee   on   Oonatitiitional   changes  was  car" ' 
by  a  small   majority  ;    but  a  few   days   later 
Aaaeinbly  passed  a  vote  of  censuit!  on  M.  Vii 
Lgfbahc,   Minister   of   the   Interior,    who  hod  iB. 
direct  violation   of  the  law,  while  ha  probably  sup- 
pnaed   that   he  was   acting   in  conformity  with  the 
wishes  of  the    Prbmbent,   raeeived  through  the 
Prefects  addresses  in  ta\otcr  oi  Dtasrfution  from 
Councils-General,  wMoW  atc\eijjiL\Vj  ^-[oX-SmSe&fc 
iuter/ering  in   poiitioa.    lA.  IjaB^^tt  " 


tendered  hia  resignation,  whiok  was  accepted  bj 
the  Pkesiseht,     Ha  was  eucceeded    b;  M.   se 
QouxiSD,  a  moderat*  ConservatiTQ,  and  further 
conceesionB  were  made  to  tho    majority  by  the 
appointment   of  M.  iiB   Fobtoc  to  the  Mimiitry  of 
Publio  WorliB,  nnd  of  M.  Leon  Sav  to  the  Ministry 
oE  .Finance.     Of  a  Committee  of   thirty  members, 
apjioiiited    in    pursuance    of   tho   motion    Oi  M. 
DuFAURE,  two-thirds  belong  to  the  Bight  ;  but  it   | 
is  underatoad  that  the  bua   u'AuDiFFKET-PABguiEB    , 
hoi  satisfied  the   Pa&ilDCtCT  that  the  majority  pro- 
visionally accept  the  Republic  as  indispensable,  and 
that  it  is  willing  to  concur  In  the   improvement  of 
the   existing   Constitution.     Aft«r  various   hesita- 
tions and  partial  disputes,  the  majority  ot  the  Oom- 
iiiittee  and   ot   the  Aisembly  is   believed   to  have 
urcived  at  an  imderBtanding  with  the   Govenutient.    , 
III.  TniEiLs  will  obtain  botli  the  prolonj^atiou  i.>f   hie 
power  for   four  years   and  the  establishment  of  a    I 
Becond   Chamber,  to  which   he  attachee  great  im- 
portance ;  and   the   majority  of   tho  Asssmbly  hoe 
enforced   Ministerial  responsibihtioB  in  the  case  o!    , 
M.  Lbfkanu,  while  by  the  extension  of  ths  term  ol    I 
the   Presidency  and   by  the   creation  of   a  ijeoond 
Chamber  it  will  have   oonspicuously  asaertad  the 
conatitnent  power  which  it  has  always  claimed. 
The   question  of   Dissolution   is   postponed  fur  the 
preaont  by  the  Government,  though  it  is  ciemandod 
with   iniestionable   sincerity   by   the   Left.      Aftei 
much  negoti.ttion  tho  Kntlliah  Government  has  con- 
sented  to   the   renewal,  in  a  modifiEd  form,  of  the 
Commeraiftl  Treaty  ot  1860.    It  is  agreed  that  the 
French  duties  on  English  imports  may  be  increased 
by  an  amount  corresponding  to  the  domestic  tax  on      J 
raw   materials,    and   a  joint   Commission   is   now      ■ 
engsjied   in   settling   the  details  of  the  tariC     The      I 
French  Government  maj,  \ifcT\iB.'ua,  to  i!i\o.WCT»igMi&. 
ip-a  provision  in  the  law  by  wWdaVt  "«  -^OKieWiA- 
Awm  ievyiug jlhe  duty  on  la.*  TQB.\wt«^*  w.  "iT»(,»» 
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tha  existisg  Commerml  TreatJea  are  in  force  ;  but 
the  Pkbsiidknt  hna  frequently  expresBed  a  oentidetit 
belief  that  the  Treaty  PowerB  will   lie  induced  ir  " 
waire  their  strict  righta  in  favuur  of  France. 

Economic  piirista  in  both  cuuntries  have  objectK. 
to   the    new  Ciinimeroial    Treaty  as  a  retrogradai 
measure;  but,  on   the    whole,  the  decision  of   the  J 
Ene;ligli     Ooverniuent     ia    supported     by    publia  1 
opinion.     In   veturn   for   a  concession  which  (iould  J 
not   have   been  withlieJd  without   caiisint;  a  certain  f 
amuunt  of   bad   feeling,  eqnuUty  of  treatment  has 
been  secured  to  tha  E^nglish  flag  in   Freiinh  ports  ; 
the   objeotionable   {)i*ohibition  of    English  export 
duties  on  coal  has  been  rescinded ;  the  alcoholic  test 
of  wines   tx   no  loiijjer  obligatory  ;  and,  above  all, 
a  perpetual   right  to  the  piivil^es  of  the  "  most 
favoured  nation  "  baa  been  oonoeded  by  Fnuice   to 
England.     Not  with  shLndiiig  an   increase  of  dutjes, 
whiuh    may  probably   be    only  temporary,    Lord 
GniNViLLB'a  Treaty  is  more   unobjootionttble  than 
BIr.    Cobiien'b  ;    yet    the    polity  of    the    original 
arrangement  has   been  justified  by  the  rapid  difiii 
sion   in   France   of  sound   principles  of  eeonomy. 
Indeed,  but  for  the  just  deferencu  which  is  paid   to 
the  pRFjaDENT,  the  Assembly  would  not  have   con- 
oented  to  "  denounce  "  the  fonnor  Treaty. 


1873. 

The  year  whicli  ends  to-day  lias,  in  England,  bi 
generally  prosperous  and  trsnquil.  Frequent  de-« 
rangeinente  at  the  Money-Mark  at,  produced  by  ex- 
tetntd  Cannes,  have  passed  over  without  disastrous 
results.  Thu  cnemiotiB  payments  made  by  Franca 
to  Germany  on  account  oi  llv«  lodomuity  have  pro- 
duoed  little  distocbancn  ;  Wt  ftie  '."\tmtam.  i%xm.iA, 
for  the  efltabluilimeDt  oi  b.  %oV4-  '^"™^V^**;:r' 
tuaea  caused  iaconvement  pKBwai*-    i-w 
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from  a  period  of  exeeesive  epeculBition  produced 
Redoes  embamsameDt  on  the  Stnck-Bxchongos  of 
Berlin  and  Frankfort,  and  at  Vienna  the  difficulty 
amounted  to  a  panics  In  the  autumn  a  atill  graver 
crisis  comDienccd  in  the  United  states  with  the 
failure  of  more  than  one  B»nk  whiuh  had  oom- 
manded  Kenernl  confidence.  The  immediate  cauae 
of  stoppage  was  the  investment  in  railwav  construc- 
tion uf  an  undue  proportion  of  onpital,  and  the  im- 
mediatB  oonsequenceB  were  aiarming,  For  a  short 
time  all  the  Banks  Tirtnally  suspended  payment, 
except  in  the  form  of  certified  checks.  The  mciderb- 
tion  and  prudence  of  the  oouimeroiat  community, 
and  the  intrinsio  soundness  of  the  Banks  them- 
selves, facilitated  an  early  resumption  of  payments, 
and  the  Knancial  crisis  is,  apparently,  at  an  end  ; 
but  every  kiitd  of  enterprise  has  been  secioasly  dis- 
couraged, and  the  intumiption  of  trade  and  the 
diminution  of  tlie  demand  for  labour  will  probably 
cacee  much  distress  during  the  winter.  The  effect 
of  foreign  disturbances  has  in  England  been 
indieated  by  rapid  changes  in  the  value  of  money,  i 
but  timely  vigjliinoe  has  on  all  oocasiona  provided 
a^nst  impending;  scarcity.  The  Bank  rate  uf 
dtsoount  was  reduced  early  in  the  year  from  5  per 
ocnt.  to  4^  and  to  3J,  In  May  it  Tine  to  5,  iu  June  ■ 
to  6  and  7  per  cent.  At  the  end  c>f  Au)(Ust  the  rate  • 
was  3  per  cent.  ;  in  September  and  October  it  rose 
agun  to  7  percent.,  and  in  November  to  9,  from  r 
which  it  has  since  fallen  to  4^.  Trade  in  general 
has  been  moderately  active,  though  the  rate  of  ' 
increase  has  been  diminished  ;  and  there  are 
■ymptomR  of  a  decline  in  the  exorbitant  price  of  r 
ooal,  which  affects  every  department  of  industry  as  . 
irell  SB  domestic  economy  and  comfort.  The  conflicts 
between  workmen  and  their  employers  still  cnuaea 
inoonvenience  and  ansiety.  In  the  ici\(idL«  d  W;>  ' 
winter  ihg  strike  of  10,000  IroutnuWn'  t»>^^usi%~'a| 
GboKKyaaabirm    tad   MontaoMlhtftiiie   ■»6.'««^4 
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population  of   60,000   ironworkers    to   compulBorr    ^M 
idteiieH.     The   margin  of  traces  in  dispute  wai   in-    ^| 
considerabl*  ;  but  ths  niBBtera  refused  to  negotiats 
with   the   representativea  of  the  Trades'  Unicrns   in 
the  North,  who  had   w.^iiine<]   the   direction  of  tfa« 
GtriTggle,  After  a  time  one  of  the  largest  omployera, 
GLiibarraased,  probably,  bj  heavy  pending  contracts, 
conceded  the  demands  of  the  men.    TJie  other  iron- 
moBters  obtained  «  nominal  viotory  by  inducing  tha 
workmen  to  accept  (or  two  or  throe  weeks  a  raduced 
t-ate  of  wages  on  the  understanding  that  an  increase 
would  be  granted  at  the  end  of  the  term.     Tho     H 
vexation  and  annoyanoe    whioh    are    inflicted  on    H 
manufacturers   and   musters  by  tho  exigency  of  ths     ^M 
Unions   have  lately   induced   many  of   the   largest     ^| 
industrial  capitaliata  to  establish  a  National  Federa- 
tion of  Einplayen.    The    right   of    employers  to 
combine   is   obviously  as  complete  as   that   of  tha 
workmen,  but  the  expediency  of  the  combination 
and  the  practicability  ot  its  avowed  objects  are  more 
questionable. 

Domestic  politics  since  the  close  of  the  Sesaion, 
and,  indeed,  einco  the  abortive  Ministerial  crisis  in 
Mftrch,  have  been  generally  unexciting.  Members 
of  both  Parties  in  their  addresses  to  their  conati- 
tuenta  find  an  inexhaustible  topic  in  the  oontroversy 
whether  a  Conservative  reB,ction  is  or  is  not  indicated 
by  the  elections  whioh  have  from  time  to  time  oc- 
curred. The  monotony  of  Opposition  riotories  baa 
been  intermpted  by  the  suocesB  of  Captain  Havter 
in  the  third  oonteat  for  Bath  durinit  tha  year,  and 
by  the  return  of  Mr.  Jaiieh  for  Taunton  on  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  office  ot  Solicitor-General.  On  tho 
other  hand,  Mr.  Mills  liaa  defeated  6:r  E!dwaku 
Wateih  at  Exeter,  notwithstanding  the  most  lavish 
pmnises  by  the  unenor^BetutvaAdidate  of  compliance 
with  every  populur  domRiiA  viWcV  ii«t«o.>i*j  •u»^ 
suggggt.    Sir  John  Kjibj«.w!S:  ^*^'*^T'^^^ 
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credit  to  Hundngdon  smco  the  fiwt  Heform  Bill, 
irliOe  hia  opponents  oanaole  themieiveB  with  tha 
redectioii  that  in  the  first  contsated  election  during 
forty  years  they  have  secured  a  respectable  minority. 
The  most  reinorkable  lesson  to  be  deriTed  from  tha 
electiona  of  the  year  is  not  so  much  thst  the  Con- 
■ervutives  have  generally  won  aa  tliat  tlie  Bsllet  has 
thuE  for  defeated  the  calcubtioaH  both  of  supporters 
and  of  opponents.  Liberals  complain,  with  pardon- 
able incunsistbiicy,  that  secret  Toiini;  pioduoes  tbo 
uncertainty  and  freiiuent  breiioh  of  pledges  wliicli 
the  Ballot  was  intended  to  facilit.ite.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  it  has  hitherto  atl'sotod  the  resiiltof  asingle 
election  ;  but  tbo  great  majority  of  contests  have 
DccuiTed  in  boroughs  ;  imtid  it  renuiins  to  be  seen 
whether  in  counties  the  Ballot  has  distiubed  tha 
political  harmony  whicli  has  long  prerailed  between 
landlords  and  tenants.  Direct  intimidation  of 
tauants  is  obsolete  ;  but  many  reasons  of  sentiraent 
and  of  prudence  have  inclined  the  occupier  to 
consult  the  wishes  of  the  owner  so  long  ai  hia  con- 
formity could  be  known  and  appreciated,  Tha 
section  of  Nonconformists  which  had  been  alienated 
by  the  refusal  of  the  Government  to  abandon  tha 
principles  of  the  Education  Aot  has  judiciously  re- 
considered the  policy  of  witiiiioldins  its  support 
from  Ministevial  oandidates.  It  had  become  more 
certain  that  Conservative  members  wore  returned 
than  that  their  success  was  caused  by  the  secession 
of  the  malcontents.  It  is  possible  that  the  victories 
at  Taunton  and  Bath  may  have  been  caused  by  tha 
re-union  of  the  Liberal  Party  ;  but  DoTer  and 
Exeter  have  been  lost  in  the  same  circumstances. 
An  excuse  for  the  abandonment  of  the  Nonconform 
mist  secession  was  furnished  by  the  Ministerial 
changes  which  immediately  followed  th«  ?i;«toi!,^ 
tian  of  Parliament.  The  admin\BiY8.to»  TCMiaswa%«i 
of  the  IVeoauiy,  which  had  notteen  cii\av'«iwii«n=»'K 
V  any   briUiaiit  tJnanciaA   aMtuMBmesA^.jiwwV'^''^ 
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tha  tTAnifor  of  Mr.  Lows  from  tbe  ExcLequsr  I 
expedient  ur  necesaaiy,  and  the  appearance  of  any 
inridioua  preference  of  a  aiiccessor  was  avoided  by 
Mr.  Gladstone's  aDsumption  of  the  oitjee  of  Chao- 
ceilor  of  the  Exchequer  in  odditiuti  tu  the  dutiaa  ol 
First  Minister.  Whatever  may  lie  thought  in  other 
respects  of  Mr.  Gladhtonh's  political  character,  ho 
is  ackuowlndged  by  uniTersal  assent  to  be  the 
^leatAst  UviDg  QiMter  of  tiiiunce.  The  places  of 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  luid  Cluincellor  of  the 
If^xcheqaer  have  not  Leen  held  toj^ther  since  tbe 
hrst  Adminiatratitin  ol  tilr  HoBEK'r  Pkkl,  nearly 
forty  years  ago  ;  and  in  ordiniwy  times  the  laiiours 
of  either  are  tufticient  to  ouuiipy  tlie  most  vigoroua 
Minister.  There  is  reuson  to  beliera  that  Mr. 
Olauntohe  will  take  the  opportunity  of  prLipoaing 
some  comprehousive  finnnoial  scbeme,  and  that  he 
will  afterwards  devolve  tha  Iniictioiis  of  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  on  some  present  or  future  coUuaitue. 
Mr.  Bkuob,  who  had  not  ust^ibliahed  a  reputation 
for  vigour  at  the  Home  Ulhce,  iraa  aucceeded  by 
]^lr.  LoWB,aiid  was  himself  advanced  to  the  PeerB|B 
by  tile  title  of  l>ord  Aaebsuie,  Mid  appointed 
Prasident  of  the  Council  in  the  place  of  the  Marqui"" 
of  lliPON,  who  retired  from  the  Government.  Air. 
AvF.TON,  who  could  certaiuly  not  be  charged  with  m 
want  of  energy,  was  by  an  odd  arrangemenfi 
relegated  to  the  sinecure  othon  of  Judge  Advocate, 
which,  xfter  it  had  been  siupended  from  motives  of 
economy,  was  revived  for  his  ocoommodation,  or 
rather  for  the  convenience  of  the  pKiifc  Minihtbk. 
Mr.  Adam,  uCter  lone  serviue  as  Suotcb  Xiurd  ol 
tbe  Treoiiiry, became  First  Oonimiasioncr  of  Works, 
H»d  Mr.  Arthl'k  Pbbl  took  the  filacc,  as  Farli»- 
/nentaiy  Secretary  ol  tWlTeaiAKv^  of  Mr.  Glvk, 
*ho  bad  succeeued  to  fh«"?euTi4ii.  \Ja.^^  v&MRe 
outumu  Mr.  Lvos  Plvxvm..  •««  *¥^f^Ji^;„ 
n'aater-Gi.neval  ou  the  v«aVB;w.J.^^^  o^  ^^-^^^;^^ 
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hia  authority.  It  was  remarkad  that  Mr.  Pj.AYrAiR 
hud  actively  opposed  the  Iriih  Univeriity  Bill,  in 
wbich,  according  to  Benoral  belief,  Mr.  MoNSBti. 
hid  been  a  principal  adviser  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
The  annoimcemont,  about  the  same  time,  that  the 
Irish  R<>innQ  Catholic  Bishops  had  determined  to 
found  a  University  under  a  charter  from  the*PopE, 
confirmed  the  belief  that  all  attanipta  at  negotiation 
on  the  acadeniicaT  question  had  been  finally 
abandoned.  Mr.  Monhell's  services  have  aince 
been  rewarded  with  a,  peerage.  A  change  of  poli- 
tical aignilicance,  though  of  no  administrative  im- 
portance,  consisted  in  the  return  of  Mr,  BitiGHT  to 
the  Cabinet  as  Ciiancellor  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaiter.  Kia  acceptance  of  the  ofiice  was  post- 
poned till  the  month  of  October,  when,  on  hia  re- 
election for  Birmingham,  he  daliverod  to  his  con- 
Btitiienta  his  first  public  apeech  since  the  beginning 
of  hia  illness.  He  displayed  no  falling  off  in  vigour, 
in  eloquence,  or  in  political  virulence,  tince  more 
he  expressed  hia  hostility  to  the  Established 
Chorch,  to  tbe  present  teuure  of  land,  to  the  exiat- 
ine  distribution  of  electoral  power,  and  even  to  the 
EiTucation  Act,  tu  which  he  erroneously  supposed 
he  had  not  been  a  party.  His  declarations  were 
rotuTally  accepted  by  extremo  Liberals  thronghont 
the  country  an  proofs  tliat  the  Government  had 
committed  itself  to  all  their  favourite  doctrines. 
Sceptical  oliservera,  finding  that  Mr.  Fobstbk 
retained  the  control  of  education  notwithstanding 
his  coUeague's  denunciation  of  his  policy,  rather 
inclined  to  the  auspicion  that  by  a  tacit  underatand- 
ing  between  Mr.  Brioht  and  hia  coUeaRue.'!  his  utter 
diareRard  of  official  reserve  implied  n  correspond- 
ing absence  on  their  part  of  all  responaibijlty  for  hia 
opiniona.  There  is  an  advantage  \tv  ri^B.'ral^^Jcw^ 
joopularity  of  a  professed  enemy  ol  esiafevif,  TOi'ciN.'a.- 
tiona,  who  hoe  probably  not  the  BmaWeiA  \Tv'wa->\'^>? 
of  attempting  to  embod;  Ma   piinw^Ve*  ^3».^a•r' 
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tion.  On  tho  appomtmeut  of  Sir  G.  JsssBL'ta  ttm 
D^e  of  Muter  of  the  Rolls,  which  was  reeigniid  1^ 
Loid  KouiLLT  after  a  tenure  of  iwanty  years,  MiJ 
Ukkky  JiMsa  bGcams  Soli  citor'General,  and  ehoTtlwr 
ftfterirards  Atturnoy-Genarol  on  the  promoCioa  a^ 
Sir  Joms  CoLERiUGE  to  the  Bench  as  Chief  Juatioa 
nf  the  Common  Fleas.  The  Tacancy  bad  bei 
created  by  the  premature  death  of  Sir  W.  Bovu. 
a  highly  successful  advocate  nnd  an  upright  and  r\ 
spectable  Judge.  Iilr.  HAticorsi's  tiMlity  aii„ 
Parliamentary  position  have  been  fitly  recogniaed 
in  hia  appointment  to  the  ofiice  of  Solioitoc-General 
Two  well-known  lawyera  of  an  earlier  generaticq 
have  died  within  the  year.  Sir  Gjioroe  Koss  vit_ 
well  known  as  a  Chancery  practitioner  in  the  day! 
u£  Lord  Blson.  Dr.  Iittshington  had  been  fcq 
many  yean  succesaful  at  the  Bar  and  in  tJie  Houw) 
of     Commons     before    he     was     associated    vit 

BHOfQHAM,    with    DeNMjUJ,    Blld     with     WiLBB     1 

counsel  for  Queen  OiROLiUE.  Ho  en.ioysd  s 
and  took  a  warm  interest  in  public  nfifurs  when  ii^ 
had  p^sed  the  aga  of  ninety  ;  and  the  immediatq| 
ciiuse  of  his  death  was  a  winter  journey  to  Oxford^ 
undertaken  for  the  purpose  nf  voting  against  a  prn-M 
posed  censure  on  the  Doan  of  Wesxmxnsteh.  "" 
celebrated  geologist,  Professor  Sbdqwick,  i 
about  the  same  time,  at  an  advanoad  a^  ha- 
larirely  contributed  to  the  advance  of  his  soil 
hetore  it  had  attained  its  present  maturity. 
Henky  HoLLiyii,  dying  at  the  age  of  eighty-fiv^l 
OD  hie  return  from  u  taurinRu8tia,Ieft  aperceptibl^ 
blank  in  soaiaty,of  wliich  he  had  been  a  weU-lmow^l 
nieinl^r  for  more  than  sixty  years.  He  was  in  tb^H 
habit  of  saying  that  seven  of  his  patients  bad  beeit;| 
Prime  Ministers,  aniV  t^e  uamJom  of  his  friend^I 
and  icquaintanoea  ■«aa  oM.bol^to^rtwm.'ui^iii  Y*  ^ 

enabled  him  to  disponae  ■irtJo.  ^^^  »i\n«*-«>" 
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would  iave  Vioon  readily  made  for  infirmity  and 
deeay.  Sir  Eoiniiiii  i>e  Stckelecki  was  sot  lc«s 
unirerEally  known  both  in  England  and  in  other 
parts  o£  thii  world.  His  travelB  had  been  mora 
extensive  oven  than  those  of  Sir  Hemby  Hoilaxu, 
and  his  tastes  and  nccorapliHlinienis  were  eininantly 
aoaial.  His  forei^  accsnt  added  pic]uancy  to  the 
anecdotes  which  lia  told  witli  dramatic  humour,  and 
his  genial  courtesy  never  failed.  Lord  Lytede?)' 
helanged  to  a,  past  political  generation,  in  wbich  ha 
had  attained  moderate  suci:esii  through  the  exerDisa 
ol  fair  abilitici  and  the  friendship  of  CANNHfo  and 
Paimerstok,  Mr.  TuouAa  Bajiiso,  though  ha 
declined  a  prominent  pai-t  in  political  life,  niighli 
he  regarded  as  a  public  character  in  consequence  of 
his  personal  inSuence  and  of  his  position  at  tha 
head  of  one  of  the  greatest  commercial  eatabliah-  : 
ments  in  tlie  world.  Lord  LvTTtw.who  died  in  tha 
early  part  of  tile  year,  hiid  earned  a  great  reputa- 
tion. It  was  doubtless  mainly  to  his  literary  fame, 
coinciding  irith  advantages  of  birth  and  fortune, 
th»t  he  owed  his  advancement  to  the  Peerage  and 
his  appointment  to  be  Socratary  of  State  for  tha 
ColoniBs  in  the  Derby  Oabinet.  In  the  latter  part 
of  his  career  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  had, 
indeed,  also  dietinguinhod  himself  as  a  brilliant  and 
finished  rhetorician,  though  he  never  attempted  to 
be  a  debater.  Still,  it  is  as  a  irriter  of  fiction  that 
he  will  be  Bxolusirely  remembeted,  his  efforts  even 
in  other  branches  of  literature  being  but  moderately 
successful.  In  the  delineation  of  character  he  never 
attained  remarkable  excellence,  and  he  hud  no  pre- 
tension to  the  humour  of  Tii4ckbkay  or  of 
DioKENS,  but  in  the  rare  and  valuable  art  of  con- 
atracting  »  story  he  had  no  Qc^aaA.  &in,<»^  wn^.- 
temporary  trriters.  Sir  'Edwis  'likiiTiasxa.,''"*  "**■ 
daservodly  a  social  favourite  ,pOBBeHaea.V\.*^-'«  doi^ 

*«"».    TbB  estimate  o£   hia   tan.^   *^o^4  «^~^* 
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n  Bcarcel;  I>e  tnutAKen  iu  appreciatiog  thM 
humour,  tlie  sympathy,  und  tbe  dramatic  truth  c^ 
his  represontations  of  anima!  lifo.  H''  oonvarsatioii 
indiwted  the  habits  of  cIobb  ohservation  wliioli' 
characteriEe  his  works  ;  and  a  remarkable  power  of^ 
mimicry  was  probably  oonnected  with  his  artistial 
liUTiilty  of   reprodnciDg   attributes  and   expresiion.  1 

UtUTsrsal  regret  was  caused  by  the  audden  death  cf  J 
the  Bishop  of  Winobestor,  Samukl  Welberfohce,  • 
No  eodesiaatic  of  the  prae  ant  generation  has  held  sol 
considerahle  a  place  in  public  and  socia]  life,  whilo^ 
ha  wan  at  the  sume  time  the  mostactiveof  Episcop^'l 
admiDlBtrators  and  the  most  conspicuous  promoter  I 
of  religious  and  philanthropic  undei'takjiigs.  Thai 
dosultoiy  genius  which,  iu  common  with  othecj 
qniJities,  he  inherited  from  his  celebrated  father,  ■ 
enabled  riiu  to  approach  eaoellence,  it  not  to  attaint 
it,  in  nianv  walks  of  life.  The  impulsive  dispoBi-jT 
tion,  which  expressed  itself  in  apparently  excessivsT 
earnestness,  raised  doubts  of  his  sincerity  whicIlL 
were  unfounded.  His  interest  was  easily  excitedl 
on  great  or  small  occasions  ;  his  feelinus  wore^J 
genuine  if  they  were  aomowhat  indiscriminate.  9 
Amonz  divines  he  was  not  reputed  a  profound  J 
theologian,  and  bis  writinas,  though  full  of  grace,  ■ 
wors  merely  ephemeral.  His  highest  accomplish-' j 
iiient  was  a  natural  and  copious  eloquence,  whiclfV 
would  have  hoen  still  move  elFective  if  he  had  been  I 
mote  usually  required  to  deal  with  practical  mattersfl 
of  business.  With  extraordinary  fluency  of  tho5ight:« 
and  diction  he  combined  the  apparently  mcompatible 'I 
gift  of  pointed  and  epigrammatic  wit.  Hia  sarca 
Ti'ere  frequent,  felicitous,  and  severe,  and  they  y 

mcommended  to  those  who  were  not  the  immediataJ 
object*  of  his  satire  \e3  %■  s,emii  ^\'^^tliwn  -HtUh." 
ahowBd   that   thsy  miaht  'V^o  Wl-cAmWi.  t^Vm  W" 
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firatiGed  by  Mr.  Glaobtojib's  eloquent  tributo  to 
the  fiiahop  as  one  of  the  most  extraordinaiy  men 
who  Lavo  flourUhcd  durina  seveml  genurations.  It 
is  unduubtedly  tnia  that  precisely  tjie  same  ooni- 
bluation  of  qwiiiticB  will  uot  Boon  be  reproduced. 
Within  a  few  hours  of  the  accident  whioh  provud 
fBtoi  to  the  Bishop  of  Wikcukhtbr,  bis  old 
adveraary.  Lord.  Wns'iiiuiiT,  closed  hia  oheckareil 
career.  In  foronaic  ability  and  in  legal  leatDiiig  ho 
had  «io  contemporary  aupertor,  and  beyond  Che 
demands  of  Ma  [irofession  ne  had  a  large  reserve  of 
inteliectiial  force,  if  he  waa  uot  popular  oa  a  leader 
of  the  Bar  or  as  one  of  the  ablest  Judaesonthe 
Bench,  his  fault  consisted  partlj  in  minor  diifacta 
of  manner  and  of  tact.  His  precise  articulation  and 
deliberate  modo  of  speech  ^ave  foil  iffect  to  his  un- 
coiioealed  consciouaneBS  of  hia  own  Buptriority  ;  and 
in  Ilia  habitual  attacks  upon  opponunta  hs  always 
left  a  sting  behind.  His  colleagues,  the  Law  Lords, 
who  hud  tho  best  opportunity  of  knowing  his  merits 
and  his  failings,  vied  with  one  another  in  oSering 
generoua  tributes  to  his  real  kindliness  of  iiature 
as  well  as  to  his  j  udicial  and  legal  reputation.  Uf 
the  many  well-known  Englishmen  who  have  died 
within  the  year  among  tho  most  remarkable  was 
Mr.  John  SIill.  His  '■  Autobiography,"  which 
has  since  been  published,  throws  a  vivid  light  ou 
his  clioractor  and  his  career.  The  strangely  artificial 
education  which  he  received  from  his  father  made 
him  an  early  prodigy  of  attainment,  and  cultivated 
to  the  hii;Lest  perfection  hia  natural  aptitude  for 
philosophic  inquiry.  Hia  knowledge  of  bnmau 
nature  and  his  judgment  of  practical  expediency 
\yura  stuuted  by  the  atrict  seclusion  of  his  boyhood 
and  by  his  voluntary  renunciation  of  general  sociatY 
in  bis  matarer  years.  The  -WMm  ami  ise^  ^edicwi. 
wiiich  had  hemi  auppre3eed\)\  hwa^'t^  "9'^*'*^'*^^ 
tmded  in  some  iiistancea  to\,\oa  V\a  ^\^-^^^»»»V^^ 
j<Jd£meat.     Entermy  tke  H-ouM.  ^^  ^^"^""^ 
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in  life,  lie  apcediljr  attained  k  considerable  Parlia* 
mentary  poaitinn  ;  but  wliila  his  ability  commandBd 
kvwpect,  little  confldenco  was  reposed  in  hia  prndenoa 
tr  moderntiou.  Both  in  and  out  of  Parliament  ho 
n  certain  points  afovmidableallyof  i«voIu- 
iouary  innoviitars,  aiid  hia  defeat  at  the  last  elec* 
K&in  was  regarded  by  his  opponents  with  satisfaction 
■imd  by  many  of  his  friends  witb  complacency.  As 
^u  writer  he  has  exorcised  great  influcnco  oier  tho 
EBcnerations  which  have  giMwn  to  nuiturity  within 
e  last  twenty  yeara.  On  the  merits  of  his  theories 
ere  are  dilibrent  opinions  ;  bnt  the  most  vigoroua 
Kvitics  of  parts  of  his  system  acknowledge  thti  they 
[were  trained  in  his  school. 

The  elaatic  connexion  of  the  iTaperial  Govem- 
luent  with  the  larger  Coloniea  has  of  late  ^ears  been 
'wldom  liable  to  a  Etrain  ;  bnt  a.  Ministerial  change 
D  the  Dominion  of  Canada  has  been  wntched  with 
ful  interest.  The  cliief  founder  oE  the  ^reat 
Northern  Federation,  a.  statesman  whose  tenure  of 
fljce  hiul  been  unprecedented  in  duration  on  the 
IfLmerioan  continent,  has  been  compelled  to  retire 
Fom  offiee,  with  his  oolloagueB,  in  crmsoquence  of 
jhiirKes  which  gravely  aJTected  the  political  diaracter 
ftof  the  Miniiters,  altliough  their  peraonoi  honour 
s  iinimpeaDhed.  The  Ounndian  Government  had 
'  aoma  time  past  contemplated  the  coostraction  of 
hft  Pacific  Railway  to  unite  the  Eastern  and  Western 
P'ProTinces,  and  in  consideration  of  the  concBBaioiia 
VfUade  by  Sir  John  MdUDoiJALi)  on  behalf  of  Canada 
^during  tbo  negotiation  of  the  Treaty  of  'Washing- 
I  (on,  the  English  Government  had  guaranteed  a 
XXtion  of  Uie  cost.  By  two  Acta  of  1872  the 
Sitnadian  Parhament  incorporated  two  Oompaniea, 
Ewitil  power  to  contract  with  tho  Government,  for 
^the  conatruction  ot  tVie  ToiviK^,  A.  strong  feetin? 
Bienated  againat  the  ■5ttT\Ad-pa\iian.i».«aa  tmS-ss^eaa 
of  American  speculatota,  'wW  wi^A,  '^>^"'^^, 
posed,  lie  inilu^oed  A.y  t\.«a  «ft«t^^v.-B.^^-«^-. 
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ways.  Sir  Huch  Alias,  tlie  riohest  capilatist  in 
the  Dominioii,  was  required  to  Bepnrate  iiimBelf 
from  his  AmerioBn  nartnerB  ;  and  he  ultimately 
obtained  the  conociSBioii  on  liehalf  of  r,  body  ni 
adventniers  distinct  iiom  hotli  the  incorTionited 
Companies,  That  the  tonns  of  the  bargain  were 
not  onerous  to  thu  Dominion  seems  to  be  prnved 
by  tha  tubsequeot  failure  cf  the  undertakers  to 
raise  the  neoesBiiry  capital  in  the  English  Money- 
Market,  Sir  Joes  Mao  [JON AT.n  nnd  his  eolleagues 
appear  to  have  guarded -with  fidelity  the  pubiia 
interests  ooiumttted  to  their  charge ';  hnt  they,  u<i- 
fortUfiately,  aliowod  Sir  Hi'uii  Allan,  daring  the 
negotiotiona  for  the  railway,  to  advance  them  large 
auiDB  of  iiionc>7,  to  be  eiii|ilciyed  in  a  General  Elec- 
tion. An  inquiry  by  a  Cc-uimittee  of  the  Canadian 
lioDBs  of  Commons  failed  through  the  ilisallowance 
at  home,  on  technical  but  Buihdent  groundB,  of  an 
Act  authori/iug  the  examination  of  wtuneates  on 
oath.  Those  of  the  memLen  of  the  Committee  who 
belonged  to  tlie  «.l|ii)oaitioii  rufnaeri  to  Berve  on  a 
Koyid  Commission,  and  their  places  were  conse- 
quently mipplieii  by  substitutes  of  high  judicial 
character.  It  soon  nppeitred  tli:vt  the  ninm  fwcts 
were  Bcaroely  diaputed,  fi>r  the  iuculjiatod  Ministers 
ackaowiedged  the  reenij^t  of  mniiey  from  tiir  Hugh 
AiiAS,  and  it  was  rightly  held  in  Oaiiadu  and  in 
En^and  that  it  was  an  immaterial  issne  ■whether 
they  h&d  given  valituble  consideration  in  exchange, 
The  receipt  of  money  tor  party  purposes  from  an 
appliuant  for  a  public  eoiitract  was  wholly  indefen- 
sible ;  and,  after  Rome  hoeitation,  the  MiniRters 
found  it  neeeaaary  lo  resign  their  offices.  Lord 
DrmiBis,  as  Covenior-lienpral,  war<  for  n  while 
esp9&ed  to  a  ehare  of  Iho  vituperaKon  wWdVNtt*.  _ 
hunched  vrith  Colonial  veliBm«Tic6w\\\i»WVRvABCT.\  ^ 
but,  Ak  fbia  ti"roe,flli  partios,  m  CivnaAa.  tne'^'J^eNM 
aatlaSed  thBt.in  aetinrj  hv  tlioa,OL'j\coo^VA»'Wi.TOs*«»- 
«6/o/ig-«(ie,  remained    in    office,  ftve  «So-««°>«- 
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Goneral   acted   lu   striot  accordance  with  Coii3tit|J 
tionol    prinoiple.     J*   Ih   well  that  an  irregulArdl 
Bcarceljr   distingiuBliBDle    from    corruption      ' 
have  been   visitad  with   censure   and  punish 
but  it  may  be  aJlowitble  to  hope  that  the  stat 
who   will   heroafter,  pathapa,  be   wgarded  s         ^ 
fouiidMv  of  A  gi'eat  Empire  tnaj  stiU  be  enabled  t^ 
render  further  Mrvioes  to  their  country.  The  dutigj 
of  tlie  Colonial  Olhcti  range  from  the  Buperviaion  ^ 
relations  which  are  almost   federal  or  diplomatic  N 
tiia  detenoo   of  lamote   dependenciee,  of  which  tli ' 
very  existeiice   is  acarcelj  remembered  until   tha, 
involve   the   country  in   unexpected  and  undeiint 
conSictfi.     The   trailing    settlemonta    on  the   Goli 
Coimt,  which  had  been  founded  in  the  seveuteeuj 
century,  were,  after  the  occurrence  of  a  m' 
disaster,  relinquished  by   the   Govsmraeat   of  i 
Dulta   of   Wbllinotok   in   1830.     For   some  3 
afterwards  they  were  administered,  with  the  ai    . 
of  the  Government,  by  a.  body  of  mercliants  tradi 
to  the  Oooat,  but  a  fc-w  years  ago  thQ}[  were  01 
mote   placed    luider    the   direct   authority   of    t 
Colonial    Ulhce.    At   a  later  period  some  of  t 
Settlements   were   from     motives    of    convenien. 
exchanged  with  the  Dutch,  and,  tiuaily,  in  1872  t] ,, 
Dutch  PosSESaiona  were   transferred   by   treaty  H 
England,  in  consideration  of  a  small  money  i>ayi 
and  of   a   moditioatioa   of  old   treutiee  which     _ 
restricted  the  pretensions  of  tho  Dutch  in  SumatQ 
The  arrangemeat   has   thus   U^r  not  proved  advi 
tatteoni   to   either  of  the  contracting  parties.     T 
Dutch   have  become  involved   in   a  war  with  1 
Sultan  oE  Achekn,  whn  is  supported  by  the  natioot— 
and   reUgioun  enthusiasm    of    the    Malays  ;  andfl 
diepute  about  a  nU^nd.  (ormerly  allowed  by  Vm 
Dutoh  to  tii6  Kiaa  ol  ^SBksisa\a».\iA.'vi».tawiblfl 

»Dd   the   moat  i.M\ik*  ^-^^^/^T*^ 
I'll.  A*liMite«  bad  w«-^  wa*  *^ 
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'Oeut  dittricti  in  th»  neighbourhoaa  of  Elmina  ; 
■nd,  eitfatr  ia  conM^uence  of  &  misunderatandini; 
ai  to  the  tribute  or  in  reBenttnent  of  the  demand 
t}ittt  they  aliould  evaonate  the  Protected  Territory, 
they  attacked  a  handful  of  Englisb  troops  and 
Marines,  bj  nbom  tliey  weto  aii^allj  defeated,  it 
would  have  been  easy  by  small  reinforoements  of 
the  eamBons  to  make  theEugliih  forta  impregnabla 
to  the  enemy  ;  but  as  leog  fts  the  Ashauteea  held 
the  open  country  without  molestation,  it  was 
certain  that  all  the  tribes  in  the  neiahbourhuod 
would  join  the  stronger  party.  The  Knglish  Go- 
vernment dettirraiiiBd  to  dBSjMttch  tp  the  seat  of  wnr 
a  force  auflicient  to  penetrate,  if  neceaaary,  during 
the  cooler  season,  to  the  Ashanteo  cupital  ;  and  Sir 
Gi»MET  WoLSiiLEr,  who  had  already  distinguished 
himself  in  difficult  employments,  was  appointed  to 
the  oommaud  of  the  E.'cpiidition,  and  direi.'ted  to 
proceed  to  the  Gold  Coast  in  advance  of  liis  troops. 
Durinjj  the  two  months  «-liioh  have  elajised  ainoe 
]iis  arrival,  Sir  dui-SEr  Wolsiilbv  lias,  at  the  licad 
of  small  parties  of  men,  chti^kid  the  Aaliantees  in 
several  skirmishes,  though  iu  tlia  aliaanuo  of  his 
EngUsh  regiments  ha  has  been  unable  to  pursue  his 
advantage.  The  troops  which  left  Enghind  in  the 
beginning  of  Ducemlier  liave  by  this  time  dis- 
einbatked,  and  it  is  Iioped  that  the  preparations 
which  have  already  been  made  will  enable  them 
iminediateiy  to  march  on  Coomaaaie.  Captain 
Glovbk,  who  has  inach  experience  in  tlie  manage- 
ment of  the  natives,  has  collected  on  the  Tolta,  to 
the  east  of  Sir  Gaknet  Woikeiev'.s  line  of  advance, 
a  force  of  the  fiuico  Habomedan  tribe  of  Houaans, 
hich  will  probably  render  valuable  assistance,  Tlifl 
■uo   are   thi 
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Fantees,  nuo  are  the  mora  immediate  subjects  of 
the  English  Protectorate,  are  found  uttcii^Vj  u>m1 
tor  wariiire  puraoaes  ;  and  t^Yeir  jrovoims^w 
win  probably  jniJueiice  tke  poUcy  ■«\iic\\  ^"' 
sdopted    after    tfie    concluaiun,  ol  ^"ba    ■»** 


eampaign  mu,  perhapi,  incritable,  but  anong  t 
intiumerable  petty  want  vrhich  have  Dccurred  on  ' 
ontsbirta  of  the  Empire  nu  enterprisa  has  a 
oSered  less  proapect  of  profit,  of  glory,  or  of  reas 
able  satisfaction. 

An   impeniling   calamity  of  a  different  and  b 
grtver   kind   cKuses   aerious   :Lnxtctf  both  ia  Ind\ 
and  i)i  England.    The  f^lure  of  tne  snnimer  u 
autumn  raina   has   deatroyod   or  reduced 
crops   of  a  large  part  of  Bengal   and   B«hkr  to  s 
extent  -wliich  renders   mttreme  scarcity  certain,  aflj 
famine,  if  it  is  not  averted  by  adequst*  meaanrea  9 
relief,   only   too    prolKible.     A    den«e    poTiulatioM 
living   on   the   chenjiL-sC   and  simplest  kind  of  foo^ 
has  no   roBourcca  wicliia  its   own  reach  nlien  tifl 
ordinary  pro visi fin  fjla   throTigh  aa  Jintavourabj 
season.    In  tlia  great  famine  of  a  century  st;o  ti 
deaths   from  aiarvation  wera  counted  V>y  millinj 
and  the  siiirertngs  of  Orissa  in  186G  are  atill  fresh  f 
recollection.     Un  the  prensnt  occasion  timely  wan 
inn   ^'^  hoen  given  ol  the  daoger,  and  the  hislie 
autlioritles  on  Iiuiian  uffiiira  haVe  had  aiopfe  o{ 
portimity  of  suggesting  and  discussing  thenecesstV' 
laeaanrea,      Sir    Gxorge    CAJiri:RLL,    Lieutentu 
Governor  of   Ben;^!,  ia  well  Imoivii  as  one  of  tl 
most  vigorona  of  adiuiniatratora.and  tlioindcfatigahl 
indnatry  and  prudence  of  Lord  Noethbilook  cort* 
maad  genetal  confidence.    The  Dulie  of  ARcrf 
has,  on  behalf  of  the   Home  Govornment,  appro 
hy  anticipation  any  expenditure  which  the  Vice 
may  deem  necessary  fur   aaviiig  human  life, 
late   address  to   the   ItluniuipaliTy   of   Agra, 
NoRTMBROoK  expreMod  a  tope  that  it  irould  1 
iiossihie  to  prevent  any  loss  of  life  ;  and  there  it 
least  reason  to  hope  tlmt  no  jractiotble  me«snr< 
reliot  will  be  iieclecte4.  '^c'V\ctw(Vu,»ra,c*ijitig 
tho  request  ot  t\i(.  Lw.^T^''^-^'=^^r™^w 

p^hL  of  kvge  ^"-f  -  Si^^^^^St^V. 

■  jfreat  scale  have  been  aliewii  »« 


ia  thoueht  that  the  most  stcluded  districts  may  be 
teachsd  by  railiraj,  by  road,  or  by  water  communi' 
oLion.  Befort)  the  calamity  of  famine  became  imiiil' 
nent,  the  coadition  of  India  was  tranquil  and  gene- 
rally prospf  rolls.  The  rapid  extension  of  Russian  do- 
minion in  Central  Asia  hod  long  directed  the  atten- 
tion of  stateamuii,  both  in  lodja  and  in  Eaglaod,  to 
the  expediency  of  preventlnji  orpostpuiiLnKdipluaia- 
tic  Dotifiicta  irnich  mijght  lead  to  hostile  collisiooa.  In 
the  Autumn  of  18T2  it  was  announced  that  an  ex- 
peditioB  against  Ehiva  would  be  undertaken  early 
in  th«  aasuinu  year  ;  and  tha  Vicerov  informed  an 
Envoy  of  tbo  Kuan  that  hs  had  nothing  to  expecC 
from  EBgliali  iiiudiatioii  ov  inttrferenco.  Lord 
Ghanvili-e  aftonvaids  invited  ixn  explanation  of  the 
intentions  of  tlie  liussian  Government,  and  ttie 
Emfbsok  despatched  Count  Schouvalopp,  an  o£Scer 
who  enjoys  his  iHtraonal  cuDGdence,  on  a  special 
mission  to  England,  with  assurances  that,  after 
exacting  retribution  for  the  oHuDces  committed  by 
the  Khan  of  Kjuva  and  his  eulijcuts,  the  Russian 
armies  would  eAcuate  the  territory.  At  tha  lams 
time,  a  negotiation  which  had  been  commenceii  by 
Lord  Ci.AKKNt'ON  n.is  brought  tu  a  conchiaiou  in  a 
correspond  en  CO  with  Prince  Gohtl;iiakoff,  Tlie 
Russian  Uoverumeut  uniiertook  to  abstain  from 
interference  in  the  alfiiira  of  Afghanistan  and  its 
dependencies  ;  anil,  aft«r  some  discussion,  th« 
Russian  Minister  accepted  the  Englisli  demarcation 
of  the  boundaries  of  the  Afghan  State.  Prince 
GoKTOUAKOfF  adroitly  assumed  in  hia  closing 
despatch  timt  the  agreement  included  a  guarantee 
against  any  encroachment  by  SuBUK  Ali  and  liis 
Euccesaors  on  tboir  northern  neighbours.  A  subse- 
ijuent  disclaimer  of  the  eui;agcment  by  Mr.  Glau- 
BTONB,  ia  answer  to  a  question  Iyv.  t\i*  Soawi  <A 
Coiamvns,  was  interpreted  hy  aoniB  B.iJ6a\aft\o'«tva^  . 
JiaarBpudjflCion  of  theentira  atra-nufctaettl,  ■,  "wA »*  J 
Joag  ju  neither    Eaeknd   not    B.MBavfc    'swiM*  "^M 
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provoKe  a  collision  tlia  convenieBce  of  both  Poweia 
will  jirob&bly  induce  them  to  abide  by  the  under- 
standing of  1873.  Ths  conqtieat  of  Khiva  vaa 
efTectcd  in  the  conrae  of  the  Spring  with  a  facility 
Dnd  coinpletencKs  vbicli  were  duo  to  tlie  perfection, 
of  the  preliniinaiTi  arrangememta,  M  well  os  to  the 
disdpline  of  the  BuBsiiiii  troo^  and  the  ability  of 
Uenerftl  Kaufhann,  the  Commander-in-Chief.  0£ 
fi-re  or  lis  columns  which  marched  upon  EJiiva  by 
separate  roads,  one  only  failed  to  make  its  way  to 
the  capital  ;  the  nmiaiitder  of  the  army  ancceeded 
in  paasins  the  desert  through  extremes  of  cold  and 
afterwards  of  heat  ;  and,  an  in  the  case  of  the  Eng- 
lish campaign  in  AbyBainia,thodilliciiity  of  tlie  enter- 
prise was  overcome  as  soon  as  the  goal  wa»  attained. 
The  troops  of  the  enemy  scarcely  attempted  serious 
reaistHnoe  ;  the  capital  wua  occupied  without  the 
trouble  of  a  siege  ;  and  the  Ehak,  wko  had  in  the 
tirst  instance  lied  before  the  invrtdera,  soon  after- 
wards returned  and  siurendered  hitiisolf  to  tha 
Bitssian  Gouoral.  The  hrst  and  moat  satisfactory 
result  of  the  conquest  was  ^e  restoration  of 
nunieroua  Buasian  and  foreign  captivea,  who  had 
beou  held  as  slaves  ;  and  alavoiy  was  at  tlie  same 
time  formally  abolished.  Russia  has  not  complied 
with  the  iinderstnnding  that  the  independence  of 
the  Shanate  should  be  maintained,  by  a  Treaty 
dictated  bv  General  Kkjuvkah  the  Kranwob  com- 
pelled to  declare  himself  the  vassal  of  the  EHFBitoi^ 
to  consent  to  tlie  cBtiiblishmBnt  of  any  Russian 
fortresses  which  might  he  erected  in  his  dominions, 
and  in  all  reepeota  to  obey  the  authority  of  his  new 
Sovereign.     According  to  an  official  statement  since 

Siiiblished  at  St.  Petersburg,  a  design  of  placing  a 
tUBsian  garriaon  in  the  Delta  of  the  Uxus  was  found 
to  be,  from  local  oauaoa,  irapractioabla.  It  wbb, 
therefore,  dBte\min.e4  \«i  «s^.l&^iA^.  tt«  fortresi 
further  south  ou  t\\e  tift'W^  \i;ai!tQl«o»TOra,™a.^' 
the  samd  titOB  to  wiues. 


i.    M^tt    \^^  \H^lfOKrti<JL* 
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territory  of  Kliiva  which  extends  from  the  Vxua  to 
the  border  of  Russian  Tarkestaji.  A.  Treaty  between 
Russia  and  Bokhara,  of  which  we  publish,  thia 
morning  a  telegraphic  Bummarjr,  supplements  tlie 
Treaty  with  Khivs.  It  is  easier  to  understand  the 
motives  of  General  Kaufmasn's  policy  than  to 
reconcile  the  Khiva  Treaty  with  the  aasnrances 
which,  were  conveyed  through  Goont  Schouvaxotf. 
The  intcTBBte,  however,  of  England  in  the  £ast 
could  only  he  afiected  by  the  partial  or  total  annexa- 
tion of  Khiva  if  the  aggrandize roQiit  of  Russia  in 
that  part  of  Central  Asia  ^oiild  affect  the  relations 
between  England  and  Persia.  If  ceremonies  aiid 
public  deinoDstrations  of  regard  have  any  political 
value,  the  present  ruler  of  PerBiamust  be  connected 
by  the  most  friendly  ties  with  all  clTilized  Powers, 
and  especiatly  with  England.  The  Skah  has  broken 
througii  Eastern  tradition  by  a  journey  to  nU  the 
principal  capitals.  Having  been  aploudidly  enter- 
taineil  at  Bt.  Petersburg  and  BerUn,  he  fortunately 
timed  his  arrival  in  England  so  as  to  reach  London 
when  it  was  at  its  fullest,  and  when  its  vast  jiopula- 
tion  was  most  ready  for  variety  and  amusement. 
The  SuAU  was  lodged  in  Buckingham  Palace  ;  he 
was  maKniSaently  entertained  at  the  Guildhall  ;  a 
military  review  was  held  in  hia  honour  at  Windsor, 
and  a  naval  review  at  Spithead  ;  he  visited  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  ;  and  he  was   received  with 


humoured  crowds  repaid  the  novel  spectacle  with 
ready  applause,  and  the  Shah  and  his  attendants 
had  the  fidlest  ofiportunities  of  apprauiating  the 
wealth  and  population  of  England.  He  was  jt£ter- 
wurds  received  courteously,  if  with  less  euthiisiastn, 
at  Pari",  at  Milan,  and  at  Vienna,  Mv6.,fcvii.i,'0!ia 
Aearf  of  the  great  Mahomedan.  BoiwBm. -STsftao-SXv* 
orthodox  CoMMAXVER  of  the  Eaxihft3T.».\pOo^*^'°^' 
^fP^9.     Itia  barely  poisiblo   that  tk«  rfQ»'«:^»-'='°^*' 
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m«de  b;  the  Shah  Id  his  tiaveb  may  tend  to  n 

iaprorement  in  Persian  ad  ministration. 

Some  of  the  many  visits  which  havo  been  ct- 
cKangsd  b;  E'aropeon  Soiereigai  hsre  hod  higher 
politics)  sijfnificancB  as  public  BnitoiincQaienta  of  tt 
termination  of  former  feuds  and  jealouaies,  '"' 
Smpsror  of  AirsrtiiA  was  received  with  hospi 
oomiality  at  Berlin,  and  both  the  German  and  Knl 
siui  Emperors  hare  viai ted  Vienna.  The  King  J 
Italy  answered  a  wanton  challenge  of  the  Ulttsmor 
tane  faction  in  France  by  a  visit  to  Vienna,  wbio 
was  intended  to  oB'-^I'mtn  >>  final  FeconcDiation  wil' 
Austria,  und  by  a  v;^i:  tn  Berlin,  which  tnipljed  tl 
continguncy  of  an  iilli.'inca  between  (iernuiny  ai 
Italy,  foiuided  on  cuiiinion  lUitngiiniKm  to  the  i 
tensions  of  Home.  The  contest  between 
Pmssian  (Jtivernment  and  the  Honian  Catholj, 
Hierurcliy  has  rapidly  tissitmed  iM^er  propoi-tioni 
Prince  Bihmaki^k  carried  tlironj^h  the  Praasir 
Parlisinent  a  Bill  rehitiiig  to  the  discipline  al 
education  of  the  riergy,  which  is  regarded  by  ti 
Ei«hfipi  anil  by  the  Holy  Son  as  an  infringement  (j 
ecfleiiaslika!  iiii3Miendence.  I'iirisli  prienta  ti 
to  1)0  DpiHunteil  ititliout  the  jirevions  sanotii 
the  <~:(>vernui>>nt,  mid  clerical  nliidenta  are  requin 
to  paw  thri!Ui,'h  a  course  of  instructiou  in  tL 
national  Unitersitivs.  Tlie  Artliiiiahop  of  Ponn 
and  otiier  prelalea  have  iiern  puin«hed  by  fines  fof 
disobedience  to  Use  nuwiaws  :  diid  tbcyarennw 
menaced  with  iciprinnnnieni.  In  short,  it  wouM 
seem  tHut  an  open  rnpturo  bi'tw»9ii  t'leUoverni 
and  the  Cnthohc  clergy  has  bi«>ii;u  inevilnUe. 
the  early  part  of  the  ye^r  the  i'ci-t;  iiik'ressed  M 
Empepok  a  Btranija  letter  Bf  tiiimiii-l-M'CP,  sffectial 
to    heiiovo    that   iIm;    tHiin.on    -lifiipjirc 

nfJeffinuce    even    rf    i  totssi-iui:  o ^     ^^_ 

tie    quarrel    bad   beuoma    laoM 
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Emfekob,  titer  &  long  iaterval,  returned  a  dignifiad 
antwer,  in  which  the  Catholic  Hiai'ftrchy  in  (Jer- 
niany  was  aocosed  of  inBubordination  and  dieaffuc- 
tion.  The  Poi-k's  rBJouider  has  not  been  piibliahod, 
bat  its  tenotir  may  bo  easily  oonjccturaa.  After  a 
itew  ulectioti,  ifhlch  has  inereufi^d.  his  Ministerisl 
majority,  Piin'ce'BisMAHfK  Km  introduced  a  Bill 
for  the  traotfer  of  reaistratioii  from  the  clergy  of  ail 
establiahed  dsnominatloiis  to  the  Civil  aervanta  oC 
the  ^tate.  When  the  measure  becomes  law  the 
vahdit7  of  xoarriages  wiU  depend  exclunively  on  the 
celebration  of  the  oivU  ceremony  ;  and  the  obliga- 
tion of  haptasra  will  no  lunger  be  enforced  as  by  the 
existing  IftW,  which  makes  it  for  certain  purposes  u 
condition  of  the  exercise  ol  civil  functions.  A  atill 
more  decided  advaiiue  to  a  geoession  from  Rome  lias 
been  made  by  the  appointment  of  a  prelate  of  tha 
Old  CdthoUc  sect  to  a  vacant  Bishopric.  Biahop 
Kbinkgkh,  who  claims  apostolic  suceessiun  in  virtue 
oC  a  consocnitiDn  by  the  J.insenist  Archbishop  of 
Dtrei^t,  baa,  as  might  be  ejected,  Deea 
anathematized  by  the  Fofb  in  terms  of  more  than 
ecclesiastical  virulence.  Experience  wilt  show 
whether  a  revivaj  of  the  policy  of  Heshy  VIII.  is 
practicable  in  an  age  when  profeasing  Catholics 
hesitate  between  absolute  indifTereDce  and  entire 
devotion  to  Rome.  The  feasibility  of  Prince 
BisiURCK's  onteriiriBe  would  be  generidly  dotibtetl. 
na  his  motives  are  but  imperfectly  understood,  but 
fot  tha  confidence  whiuh  ia  repcscd  in  his  ability 
find  f«rtune.  His  own  supremacy  in  the  Councils 
of  his  Sovereign,  though  it  seemed  at  one  time  to 
be  threatened,  has  no't  been  signally  confirmed. 
Early  in  the  ^ear  he  resigned  to  General  Roon  the 
ofUce  of  PrmiB  Minister  of  Prussia  becanse  the 
King  declined  to  admit  the  subordination  tif  lk« 
re»t  of  the  Cabinet  to  any  B.\\^<iri'Ci\r<A ''Ks. '^s'sv^- 
A/tar  a  teiapoinry  trial  of  the  expBmiic^,'?^'^^ 
SiauAKcx.  wh9  had   retained  lus  CbKn(j«toT*m:9  ™- 
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the  Empire,  has  resumsd  liis  place  at  the  Iiesul  ol 
the  Fcufisian  Cabinet  ;  and  it  maj  be  aisumed  that 
the  coutTDl  over  his  coUeagnea  whicli  he  foTmerl; 
required  has  now  been  concedad. 

The  Btirrini;  iiistory  of  Franc*  during  the  year 
MmiBenced  with  an  event  of  tragic  interest  and 
historicaj  importance.  In  the  Gfst  days  of  January 
the  Emperor  Nakileok  TTT.  died,  after  a  pninful 
iUneas,  at  Ghiaelhurat.  The  diseaaa  which  at  laat 
proved  fatal  accounted  in  «ome  d^ree  for  the  weak- 
aaea  and  vacillation  which  ended  in  the  eatastrophs 
oi  his  fall.  It  is  now  known  that  hi«  Mifferings  were 
calonlated  to  afiect  the  finunBaa  of  his  reaolntion 
and  the  soundnesa  of  hin  judgment,  and  probably 
the  aiitioipatiou  of  an  early  death  may  nave  in- 
creased the  nervous  solicitude  for  the  pennanenoe 
of  his  dynasty  which,  produced  ita  ruin.  HU  aiitgulnr 
disposition,  liis  audd^ii  and  unexpected  rise  to 
power,  the  meridian  splendour  ^  his  rci^,  and  tjio 
EimultaneouB  collapse  of  the  ^Empire  and  of  Franca 
will  secure  to  NAfoiJtUN  111.  a  couspicuoua  place  in 
lilBtory,  while  hia  mixed  and  ambiguoua  onoractec 
will  long  turniiJi  inexhaualibie  matter  of  con- 
troversy. The  ridicule  which  attended  hia  early 
adventures  at  Stroaburg  and  Boulogne  was  after- 
wards effaced  by  the  practical  proof  that  ha  nndar- 
Btood  the  natui'o  of  the  French  people  and  tha 
French  army  better  than  his  oritica.  Hi^  Crimean 
and  Italian  Wars,  though  both  enterpriseB  were  in 
the  lirat  instance  unpopular,  produoed  by  their 
results  a  hahef,  both  in  France  nnd  in  Europe,  in 
his  ability  and  good  fortune ;  and  the  great  majority 
of  his  Hubjeots  revered  an  absolute  ruler  who  bad, 
as  tbay  thought,  rehabilitated  the  national  Sn^  for 
the  first  time  since  Waterloo.  So  long  ai  he  steadily 
fluppressed  eveiy  kind  o£  constitutional  liberty  his 
supremacy  seemed  U)  \»  ibotiio,  "^X'JW  sAi-*; 
Tears,  when  the  MeiacKn  '^^^^^^^^ 
.  when  hia  crooked  tiaraiaix  W'"^'-^ '"•^  " 
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in  tDB  sg^andizemsnt  of  Prussia,  he  seesiE  to  hare 
thought  that  a  system  of  conoession  would  eecura 
the  inheritance  of  a  LiberHlizoil  Empire  to  his  xjii. 
After  many  years,  ia  wliich  free  puljtiual  discussion 


year  of  his  reign  Napoleon  III.  once  mere  appealed 
to  the  vote  of  the  people  against  the  incendiaries  of 
PariH.  The  maintenance  of  the  Imperial  system 
was  afSrmed  bj  a  vast  majority  ;  but, unfortunately, 
Bome  thousands  of  soldiers  i^ve  their  votes  against 
the  Empire,  and,  in  his  alarm  and  unuertaiuty,  the 
Emperob  yielded  to  the  pressure  of  fanatios  and 
courtiers,  and  iniunely  precipitated  the  final  rupture 
with  Germftny,  His  party  iu  France  survives  him, 
but  with  uncertain  hopes,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
know  whether  the  popularity  of  the  dynasty  ot 
BoNiPAitTB  is  extinct  in  France,  nor  is  the  heir  of 
the  family  old  enough  to  justify  a  confident  opinion 
of  his  capacity.  At  present,  even  the  rural  popula- 
tion BeemstDfavourthedetinitive  establishment  of  a 
Kepublic,  while  tlie  Assembly,  which  has  hitherto 
Biiccessfullr  asaerted  its  own  supremacy,  maintains  a 
provisional  form  of  GovemnionC,  appronchii^  an  far 
aa  circumstances  allow  to  the  type  of  a  Constitu- 
tional Monarchy,  For  more  than  two  years  after 
the  eoncluaion  ot  the  war  it  appeared  that  M. 
Thiers  was  indispensable  sa  Chief  of  the  Executive 
Government,  His  great  reputation,  his  Forlia- 
Dientary  ability,  and  the  invaluable  services  ha  had 
recently  rendered  to  the  country  seemed  to  place 
him  beyond  the  reach  of  competition.  Un  several 
'  occasions  he  had  defeated  opposition  by  threatening 
to  resign,  and  he  relied  too^ong  «n.  ^\v«  (ffiicvawt^  oK 
a  treapon  rrhioh  neceaaarily  wore  dw.  -wiSa  \iw^w*. 
wo.  The  iiepubUc,  to  whic^  V\a  gciLiniia'j  ?.«i«  * 
.comolete  Adhesion,  was  aaaociatei  in'Cae-ca»^!M^'=>^ 
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the  majority  of  the  Axaembly  vith  the  extreme 
rHToIutionary  faction,  including  the  Commune, 
which  M.  Thiers  had  defervtad,  Tho  TeBotidj 
which  has  now  proceeded  without  interruption  m 
be  traced  to  the  Ecischievous  nnd  threatening  spec 
which  was  delJTcred  at  Greaobie  by  M.  Gambet 
in  the  Aiitumn  of  1372.  While  the  aoHSalled  Coi^ 
mitteo  of  Thirty  wna  discuRsing  with  the  Preiiden 
of  the  Republic  the  draught  of  a  proposed  Conil^ 
tutioD,  an  aniiniiited  debate  on  the  proceedings  d 
the  Lyons  Municipality  reanlted  in  a  cenauro  tm 
M.  Babodet,  the  Radical  Mayor  of  the  city.  Duriia 
the  month  of  March  the  xireamble  oc  the  Consu 
tiitional  Bill  was,  aEter  a  powerful  speech 
M.  Thiers,  adopted  by  a  large  majority.  By  t 
banning  of  April  the  President  waa  able 
announce  that  the  artangemeuts  for  the  linuidatioi 
of  the  payment  to  Germany  were  coiaplete,  a 
that  the  evnciiation  o£  French  territory  would 
finally  completed  on  the  4th  of  September.  W' 
a  few  days  of  tlint  date,  after  M.  Tbteru  had  ri 
from  office,  the  German  Army  of  occupations 
withdrawn,  a  year  and  a  half  before  the  time  i 
which  it  was  orisnually  stipulated  that  the  paymefl 
ihould  be  completed.  The  Eastern  Derartmentr 
which  more  immediately  prolited  by  the  departui 
of  ihe  foreign  garrison,  not  unreiaonably  paifl 
public  honour  to  the  atatesman  who  had  a 
plished  their  liberation,  although  he  was  no  Iuukuc 
officially  intTDsted  with  the  conduct  of  aSairs.  By 
a  curious  complication  the  rupture  of  the  Majority 
with  the  President  was  immediately  caused  by  t 
attack  of  the  Extreme  Democrats  on  his  Govor; ., 
ment.  M.  fr,  K^musat,  one  of  the  Pretidenlij 
most  conlidenlial  colleagues,  became  candidate  & 
A  rocancy  intVienptcuBwWiki'n.fAPM^unmodiat^ 
after  he  had  Bigned.  sA-EMBVTOmwihm.W^*^ 


by  an 

den^^H 
iteO^^H 

liatSI^H 


AHIHTAL  61TMJIART— 1W3.  B25 

Kratituiile  tor  tha  services  of  the  Tresident  and  his 
Ministers  by  returning,  instead  ni  M.  »b  KSmdeat, 
il.  BiKOniiir,  who  was  only  redeemed  from  utter 
obscurity  by  his  notorious  oomplicity  with  the  pro- 
moters of  diBorder  during  bia  municipal  adiuinistra- 
tiun  of  Lyons.  This  Kuieidal  attucK  oa  tl;e  States- 
man  wlio  was  beat  alile  to  prooiote  the  estitbliah- 
inent  of  a  Republio, while  it  [righteued  inasy  recent 
coDTCrti  into  recautation,  furnished  the  advoDatfis 
of  Monarchy  with  a  triiunphant  demonstration  that 
the  auarchisU  wero  stroni;  enough  in  PuTts,if  not  in 
France,  to  cuntrol  the  policy  of  tlie  Republican 
Patty.  Ths  speeuh  of  M.  GjMii£'n'&  had  sliakeu 
the  hold  of  the  President  on  the  Assembly  i  the 
election  of  M.  B4E01>et  daterrained  the  Majority  to 
■eleot  a  President  who  would  mnko  Jio  terms  with 
the  advanoed  Itepublican.'i.  When  tlie  Assembly 
mat  after  a  short  lecess  in  May,  H.  Tuibhs  had 
reowistituted  lii»  Ministry  by  the  removal  of 
M.  DB  Goulard  and  M.  Jule.s  Simon,  and  by  the 
adnuBflion  of  M.  O^siSua  Paukk  and  other  Liharals 
wb»  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  Orleanast  Party. 
A  Bill  on  the  organisation  of  Public  Powers  waa  pre- 
Beatad  by  the  Government,  containing  praTisions 
for  the  election  of  a  Senate  to  hold  ofiica  during  ten 
years,  and  for  the  election  of  tlie  popular  Chamber 
by  separate  arrmtdUscmenU  ;  and  it  was  proposed 
that  the  President  of  the  Republic,  who  was  to  be 
elaoted  for  five  years,  shoula  have  pover,  jointly 
vith  the  Senate,  to  dissolve  the  A^embly.  The 
iMic  fiK  BaOGUE,  now  the  leader  of  the  Conaerva- 
ti*B  Party,  mofed  an  Order  of  the  Day  which  was 
adveise  to  the  Govemment ;  and,  after  a  long 
debate,  in  whioh  M.  Thieks  took  put,  the  Amend- 
ment was  carried  by  the  narrow  majority  of  14. 
Instead  of  again  entreatincE  M,  TiiuiNit  to  withdraw 
ths  TBBignAtion  of  tm  oftica  M^^^v W  Sxm&s^is^^-S 
tendered,  the  victoriouB  party  \'q>iSSk&.  1&w;*a^ 
JlA.oilfAHo.y  to  assume  iKarieavAettc-s-  Tivi  ■^oa-'^'W 
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in  the  Govemnientwat  effected  IB  perfect  tranquniH)>i 
nor  hus  anj  lesiBttnoe  been  sines  offered  to  tho 
Assembly  or  the  PsEsruEUT,  Tho  Due  us  Brooli*  i 
becania  President  of  the  CoEutci],  and  M.  Mauhb,  t]ia  J 
ablest  hnaniiial  admiBiatrator  of  tlie  Empire,  joined  fl 
the  Cabinet  as  Minister  of  Finance.  Notwithatand-  I 
itigsome  startting  excesses  of  authority  on  tke  put  J 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Interior,  the  majotity  oflhftfl 
Government  in  the  Aiaamblj  stendily  increMed,  f 
while  the  constituenoies  took  every  6pportiiiiit)'  of  I 
returning  Kepublicon  candidates  for  raoant  Mat*.  ' 
It  Roon  bocame  evident  that  the  designs  of  the  Con- 
servntivie  Party  were  not  oonfined  to  the  establish-  H 
ment  of  a  ProvisionnI  Government  of  their  choica,  <| 
and  the  long-exieting  ditferenoe  between  the  Legitl-  ■! 
mists  and  the  supporters  of  the  Houin  of  OTtLXANa  4 
was  at  last  terminated  by  a  formal  Tisit  ta  f 
Frohfidorfr,  at  which  the  Comto  db  Paios  acLnow-  ' 
lodged  the  hereditary  right  of  the  Oomta  db  Cham-  I 
I'.OKn,  abandoning,  on  belialf  of  himself  and  hia  1 
family,  bU  rival  protonirfoia  to  the  Crown,  Th«  i 
liunapiirtlsta,  under  the  guidance  of  M.  RonEEi^  f 
lia^l  anistad  in  the  overthrow  of  M.  Tsisita,  and  ^ 
liad  accepted  a  share  of  Miaislerinl  offices.  .  _ 

not  to  be  supposed  that  tho  adhorenta  of  the  Kmpiira  j 
wonld   concur  in  tho  restoration   of  the  Houk  oI  1 
BouftBOS  ;  but  the  Roj-aliats   thought  themselves    I 
strong  enough   to  aocotnulish  their  design  by  their   \ 
own  Qnasiisted  forces.     The  Legitimate  Pretemder 
was,  with  great  difficulty,  induced  to  promiM  tha 
mnintenance^  of   Liberal   institutions,  and  even  to 
nimlify  his   strange  pBrsiatency  in  anbstituting  tb«    ^ 
ivliite   flag  of  the  old  iMonarchy  for   th«  tricolor. 
I'lio   AHserably   would    probably   have    proclaimed 
JIksky  V.  as  King  of  France  if  the  candidate   had 
not,  at  tha  last  ntomoivt,  ici^ned  \k  a  strange  letter 

ilia  iacredible  pcotent  aBwiuA.Vft»'o»'A'^\fflKa«jaJ. 

noff.      In    rhetoricni  phtww,  ^*  ,^^J™?k^fa 
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tfemand  tn&t  be  should  abuDdim  the  flag  or  Arqusa 
Wd  of  Ivry.  It  might  have  been  answered  that  the 
Idshly  practical  Monarch  who  said  that  "  Paris  wns 
iral  worth  a  niasa  "  wonldi  hare  aurrenderfld  liis 
flag  at  least  as  easily  as  his  religioa,  but  there  is  no 
HBO  us  arguing  with  a  reclusoi  whose  prejudicea 
are  probably  confirmed  hy  theinfluance  of  his  family 
and  nia  petty  Court.  Tiie  supporters  of  Monarchy 
necessarily  withdrew  from  the  cause  of  the 
ohiTalrouB  buj  impracticable  Pretender  ;  and  the 
Ministers  at  ones  proposed  to  the  Assembly  the  ap- 
pointment of  Marshal  MacMakdn  as  President  for 
a  term  of  ten  j^ars,  which  was  afterwards  reduced, 
by  way  of  compromise,  to  seven.  The  result  ptOTed 
tliat  the  Conservatives  had  not  misculculuted  their 
otrength  ;  for,  not  withstanding  the  discredit  which 
they  may  have  inciiired  by  their  abortive  attempt 
to  restore  the  Monarchy,  u  Becession  from  the  Left 
0«ntre,  which  was  still  influenced  by  tear  of  tho 
Extreme  Kepiililicuns,  enabled  the  dominant  Parly 
to  carry  all  their  pi-o[)osals  by  great  £,nd  incri'iisin^ 
majorities.  With  the  l>>gal  power  conferred  by  the 
Assembly,  and  with  the  Army  at  his  back,  tho 
pRKiiDBST  hold*  his  office  securely  until  tiio  in- 
definite period  of  a  Disjohition.  It  would  he  rush 
to  anticipate  the  result  of  »  general  dection  by  uni- 
versal suH'ragc.  The  Extreme  Legitimists  neither 
regard  with  satisfaction  the  prolongation  of  a  pro- 
visional form  of  Government  nor  approve  ■  recent 
appointment  of  a  Minister  to  the  Italian  Court.  At 
the  time  when  a  Restoration  seemed  probable,  the 
Archbishop  of  Paris,  since  rewarded  by  promotion 
to  the  iftnk  of  Cardinal,  declared  in  an  inflammatory 
Pastoral  tint  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  France 
to  restore)  by  arms  the  temporal  power  nf  the 
PotE.  Even  the  Comte  OECHAMBOnn  ih ought  it 
expedient  to  protest  against  the  nesumption  thai 
bia  accession  to  the  Throrio  -wqwNJ.  mvjAx*  "O&i 
eoaab-v  in  &u  uajuat  and  auiiiiiittMBii  vtus  •,\i«s.''ii'» 
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populiir   repugnance  to  his   claims  was  tncrsated  \ 
thu  suipictoa  that  his  pulicj  abroad  ss  well  at  horn 
vrould  be  subject  to  derical  influeucet     On  ooe  «laa 
Ljf  questions  the  Due  t>b  Bkoouk  and  hii  aolle^ofl 
sre   in  advanee  of  their  predeceasors.     There  ia  ~ 
longer  ony  danger   that   the   comaiovcial  eysten 
the  Empire  will  ba  ttbandoned  by  tlie  Ke^ublicaOl 
tiovetninont.       The     invincible    pirejudice    cf    i"" 
TuiER?  Jo^iiist  fteedomof  trade  hod  iiiodiiced  n 
foreseen  oomplioatiou.     Notwitfasuadin^;  Ibe  uoaM 
siiIeTat«  defarenoe  of  the  Englicb  Government  ti' 
the  wiihes  of  the  Pr£siiik2<t,  the  modiHcation  o 
Mr.  Cobdbn's  Treaty  hiid  not  enabled  Friuice  to  re*| 
impose  Protoctivo  duties.     The  Coiitinuntil  Statai 
ununlmoLisly   duclittud  ui   anticipate    the   term   i 
whiclitheirCoromeroial  Treaties  wore  to  expire  ;  an 
sinee  the  change  of  (^Temiuent  no  further  atbempi 
has  been  made  to  rcBnma  tbo  obsolete  policy  of  pro 
hibition.     Another   consequence  of  the   remow  o 
M.  Thiers  from  power  wiia  the  determi nation  a 
the    GoTemment    to    proceed    wiUi    the    triij    O . 
Marshnl   Bikuvb.     The   late  Pi^ESiciUcr,  wlmtevn 
may  liuve  been  his  pawonttl  jndgmeut  on  the  ineril 
of  the  ease,  was  convinced  that  minute  inquiry  int 
the   disaatera  of  the  war  wonld  produce  no   publifl 
advantage  sufficient  t«  compensate  for  thu  painGoT 
exposure  of  national  scandals.     The  Government  (^ 
Marshal  MauMahos  anivod  at  a  different  i»dc1ii«| 
siou,  arid  the   inquiry  commenced  in  the  autum 
before  a  Court-martid  of  general  officers,  under  tl 
preddent^  of  the  Duo  v'AtutAuc.  Manhkl  Bazaii  .. 
was   charged   not  only  with  nil  itory  incapacity  in-B 
allowing   himself  to  be  blockaded  by  a  nearly  equat^ 
toroe  in  Metn  and  in  bis   ultimate  capitulation,  Duq 
also  Kith  a  treasonable  design  of  m.iking  himself,  b_ 
Che  aid  of  his  ai'iny  and  with   the  connivnnco  of  diflj 
enemy,  independent  oi  the  ^Jwnrnuiant  of  Nation 

V»fenoe,  wliicli  had  beenuitncva'iiX'j  *^i»>»>*i? 

byJfraaoe.  Th»  trial  iia*MKv4u(i»4^™.»- 
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'  worthy  o£  the   grave  iBsuea  which  it  involved,  and   I 
the  acnteness,    thi3   abundiiiit   knowledge,  und   the    ] 
iodidttl  iinpurtiaUty  of  the  Presiilent  of  the  Court 
WWH   univijiaally  admired.     On  the   charge  of  poli- 
tif  J  bad  faith  the  Court  returned  no  direct  vertl  iut  ; 
but  on  the  issue  whether  tlie  Marshal  had  done  all 
that  was  required  by  duty  and  iionour  he  was,  by  a 
unaniiiious  vote,  found  guilty.     In  aocordance  with 
the  iWr   priiscriptioiii   of  the   Military   Code,  tha 
Oomt  condemned   the  prisoner  to  degradation  and 
to  deaih,  but   at   the   same  time  recommanded  hiia 
to  merty.     The  Peb3Idbnt  of  the  Republic,  in  ar 
cordanct   with   the   general  wish   and   expactatiol 
commute  the  punislunent  of  death  to  confienment 
for  twent/  years  in  a  fortress,  and  remitted   the 
ceremoiiy  which  according  U>  law  accompanies  thu    • 
BentencB   of    degradation.       The    es-ilarshal    had   | 
enlisted  at  Vorsaillea  aa  a  private   forty-three  year*   I 
before   his   tareer   ended   there  in  this   melancholy  1 
fall.  I 

If  the  Diuteblo  position  of  France  illustrates  tho  ] 
evil  vsiults  of  frequent  revolutions,  the  same  I 
liiBton  is  tauglit  in  rtiil  plainer  language  by  tha  ] 
hopeloas  anarchy  of  Spain.  At  the  beginning  of  tha  1 
year  Saiior  Zoarilla,  as  Chief  Hinister  of  Sing  J 
Amadbo,  wfts  supimrted  by  a  targe  ProBreasist  or  ] 
Radical  majority  in  the  Cortes.  The  smouldering  1 
rebellion  in  Cuba  formed  the  only  exception  to  tha  1 
apparently  pacific  stute  of  the  kingdom,  and  tho 
Colonial  party  alone  opposed  a  Ministerial  measure 
for  the  abolition  of  elavory  in  Porto  Rico.  Early 
in  February  a  Carliit  insurrootion,  which  has  einca  I 
attained  larger  proportiona,  broke  out  Boain,  after  j 
an  interral  of  soma  months,  in  the  Northern  Pro-  I 
vitices.  Immediately  afterwards  King  Auai>ro  an-  I 
nounced  his  intention  of  abdicating  the  Throne  to  I 
which  he  had  been  invited  bj  ttie"ptmGvp;^*B*Kai- 
men  ofSp&ia  and  by  a  largo  majority  "A  "liNa  Ca«^ 
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have  succeeded  in  wtabliabing  bia  djnast;  Oat 
the   murder  of  Pbik   on   tlie   eve  of  his  fLrrival 
Spain.     Daring  his  short  reiffn  he  had  mors  th 
oiice   narrowly  escaped   assaaainatioii.     His  eami 
effort*  to  pjvora  on   CoOBtitutiono]   principles  hi 
been   baflied    by    factious    partisass  ;  and    amc- 
Spapiords  of  the  highest  rank   the   Kino  ond 
family  'were  expoaed  to  a  kind   of   social  «vx 
munioation.     On  the  luinouncenieBt  of  the  ibdii 
tioD,  and  at  the  Etno's  de[iiu*ture  from  the  nantrj^ 
which  immediataly  fallowed,  the   Cortes  ac>ieded 
the  BXTilting  demand  of  the  minority  that  a  fiepubl 
should  be  ut  ones  established.     It  seemed,  in  f- 
to  have  been  proved  by  n  process  of  exhaoation 
it  was  UD  longer   possible  to  uiaintuin  Etoyalty 
Spaiii,and  conaequently  the  maijority  in  the  Legia 
tuie  and  the  nation  uuwilliucilj  aubniitted  to  a  Bi 
public.     The   laiders  of  the   party,  Castslia  m 
Pi  y  MAnniiii;,vrith  FicumtiU  as  Pune  Hinister 
the   first  iiistaoico,  adinitted  to  a  B^are  in  the  G . 
veniment  aome  munibers  of  the  ProgcesHiat  Party 
but  in  u  few  days  a   threatened   riot  in  the  capit' 
compellGd  the   resignation  of  the  Ute  supportt 
the  Monarchy.     Zcirrilla  had  retired  from  M 
ou  the  first  establiahnieut  of   the    Republic 
now    Seskano    thouglit   it  prudent    to   esoaj 
dis^isti.     The  Ttepublioaiia,  when  they  were  i 
position,  hud  exurted  themselvea  to  demoralise  tl 
army,  and  when   they  were  in   power  the  sold:' 
nattuolly  expected  a  relaxation  of  the  bonds  of 
cipline,  while   the  people   refused  to  allow  the 
foroemcnt  of  the  oouacription.     The  immediate  pi 
text  of  the   £iKu's   abdication   had   been  tlie 
motioQ.to  a  liigh  command   of  a  mutinous  Arl 
General,  and  the  consequent   retii'ement   of 
ol&cera  of  that  ann  of  the  service.    Immediati 
after  the  proclaraatioii  ol  fee  ■ft*-Hatf.\ii  the  OarL 
riaiaif  spread  and  becanie  tooxb  \onii&j^ft,ia&.'' 
aeverai    towni  th«  iatiB,Ti»8.«VL»  w 


mg,  facdoii,  corresponding  to  the  Frenclk  Com- 
manista,  loadly  demanded  tha  institution  of  tlia 
Federal  Republic,  to  which  the  MiniateiB  had  long 
been  pledged.  After  a  futile  attempt  of  the  majority 
of  the  Cortes  to  resist  the  dictation  of  the  mob,  a 
Diaaolution  was  foUoired  by  a  General  Election,  in 
which,  according  to  a  common  Spanish  practice, 
«alj  the  dominant  faction  tnok  port.  The  new 
Constituent  Cartes  met  in  June,  and  siibatitated 
Pi  V  MAEOiLL  as  Chief  Minister  torFiarBRAS,  who, 
like  hi«  predecessors,  at  once  retired  into  obscurity 
"i  eiile,      "-  ■    ' 
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ensuad,  not  without  a  suspicion  of  complicity  o^ 
the  put  of  the  Prime  Mininter  or  of  soma  of  his 
cnlleagnes,  Alcoy,  Mal^,  and  Seville  were  in 
insurrection,  and  a  bold  party  of  adventurers, 
including  Cokttrekas,  a  General  of  the  re^ac 
army, commenced  in  the  strong  fortress  of  Cartagena 
one  of  the  most  extraordinary  rebellions  recorded 
in  history.  Even  Spanish  patience  was  e^diausted 
by  the  incapacity  or  treason  of  Fi  v  Makgall,  and 
SaiiMEBOH,  who  represented  a  more  Conservative 
shade  of  Kepublicanism,  was  elected  in  his  place. 
Seville  and  other  rebellious  towns  were  reduced  to 
obedience  with  little  show  of  resistanoBj  but  tha 
insurgents  of  Oartngans,  having  secured  poseeasion 
of  the  feet  as  well  as  of  the  for&ess,  stiH  maintained 
their  independence.  Two  of  the  rebel  ironclad 
Tesaels  were  seized  by  the  Commodore  of  the  Ger- 
man squadron,  who,  on  the  disapproval  of  his 
interference  by  his  Govemmont,  transferred  them 
to  the  custody  of  the  English  Admiral,  After  some 
hesitation  the  English  Government  restored  the 
captured  ships  to  the  authorities  of  Madrid;  but  the 
Bpanish  Admiral  has  not  succeeded  in  asserting 
clearly  his  superiority  over  the  insurgents  at  sea. 
AltoT  a  brief  tenure  of  offi.ce,  S*JMEWsB."'i™>w«>- 
ceededjiy  the   eloquent  Ckstilkb-    "&«  ^V'^ 
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and  tbe  aiaumption  of  dictatorial  poivcr.     1 
testa  with  the   C^rliata  has   been   contitiued   wit^ 
cFeaJf-b.iJaaceii  fortune  ;    and   :i  beaiegins    an 
began   totae  weeks   ago   a.   bombaTdnient  of  Car 
g^na,  of  wbioh  the  reaulU  are   Btill   uncertain.  ' 
untoward  occuiraDce  in  Cuba  lias   lately  caused  tbt 
t^prmish     (lOveTtinient    fresh   embairsfiament    anq 
mortification.      The   Yirginius,  a  veuel   using  thq 
American  Uag,  and  laden  with  military  atnrot  tmv 
reinforcoinentE  for  Uia    inaurgeiits   in   Cubftr  wad 
captured  between  Cuba  nnd  Jamaica  by  the  SponiiH 
cruiser   Tornado.     Of  the   crew  and  pasnengen  d 
fewer   than   liFty-aoven   wero    immediately   put   i 
death,  by  the   Uovemor  of   SantiagQ  de  Cuba,  wit 
suaroely  the  form  of  a  regular  trial.    The  America 
Uovomment  immedbtely  demanded   the  suirenda^ 
of  the  vessel  and  of  t!ie  aurrivora,  and  the   Spiini^ 
Minister  liad  no  choice  but  to  comply.     It  has  sino' 
been  admitted  that  the  use  of   tliu  Ajuerican  S^  b 
the   Yirginius  wua  lumuthoriiKd,   and   the  F&gs 
tent's   demand  for  aformul  salute  to  the  Anienca^ 
flag  has   couHoqueully  been  witlidmwn.     But  ttrf 
unauthorized  use  of  the    Araericaii    flag    canQ<  * 
excuse  the  sa^'ago  uiossacre  of  Eidlors  and   Btewlu^ 
iind  aiigiue-men.     A  dramatic  cloaa  t'>  this  curiui 
international   episode   has   been   furnished  by  thd 
iiowB  which  arrived  yesterday  of  the  Virginius  havinJM 
foundered  at  sea.   In  the  difficult  business  of  pRcifj^ 
ing  and  govemiug  Spain,  it   is   to  be  ivished  thoT 
Castelia  may  suocoed.     There  is  no   doubt  of  hii| 
honesty  ;  and  if  he  Las  Gometimes  seemtd  deflcieot 
in  wisdom,  the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  pro^ 
bably  tnu^bli  ^h''"   more   than   the  democratia   ani^ 
rhetoric*!  etidiea  of  his  life.     It  is  supposed  thbl; 
the   Cartajtena  rtiheis   roly  on   the  support  of   ths 
Cartes,  which    are   to   ve-aseemblo  on  the    2d  (^ 
Jaauary,  and  that  t\ies\iQp&W\mwiwS.-5,«o4^o^ 
Aaps  for  reward,  under  fha  cttTv^e'iiSt  sJWv-aXit^i 
of  Pi  y  Makgall.    1»  teBvmMv^  "«*  ti\^  » 
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Italian  Prince  the  l&te  King  of  Spain  finds  himself 
onco  mors  in  the  midst  of  a  community  which 
paiMsses  political  ,inatinc>s  knd  aptitudes.  A 
chsnge   of  Ministry  at  hom«  was  canted  during  the 

fBHt  by  difierencps  of  opinion  on  tha  details  of 
agislation  respecting  ecclesiastica!  property  ;  but 
tlis  only  eerioua  cause  of  politiool  anriety  ia  tha 
financial  embarrassment,  which  mainly  arises  from 
the  difficulty  of  raisins  taxes  in  the  Southern 
Provinces.  Rattahzi,  wno  died  during  the  year, 
had  taken  a  prominent  part  m  the  alTaira  of  Italy, 
and  he  leaves  behind  hini  the  renutation  of  an  able 
and  versatile  politician.  A  deeper  feeling  of 
interest  was  produced  throiijthout  Italy  by  the 
death  of  MkSioyi  at  an  advanced  age.  In  the  great 
days  of  Italian  Literatiiro  Maszont  would  have  only 
been  regarded  as  a  minor  poet,  and  even  in  his  own 
time  bii  facile  elegance  scarcely  competed  with  the 
crabbed  strength  ot  Grcsii,  but  in  the  general  abey- 
ance of  literary  activity  his  works  had  been  . 
esteemed  by  two  or  three  generntiima  of  readers. 
In  the  chomees  of  his  Adtlchi  and  in  faia  ode  o- 


to&iance  is  the  best  foreign  imitation  of  Scoir. 

In  the  minor  European  States  few  remaikabls  J 
erenti  have  occurred.     The  King  of  Swepes  and  *! 
IToRWAV,  a  Prince   of  restless  ability,  who  failed  to    i 
meet  opportunities  of   gratifying  his  ambition,  has 
been  sueoeeded  by  his  son.     Hie  Kine  of  Saionv,   4 
who  would  even  in  private  life  have   been   eminent  ■■ 
BB  a  man  of  science,  had  acquieacei)  in  the  oiraum^.^a 
Btances  which   rodiiced   him   to   the   condition  of  a  J 
member  of  the  Oernian  Empire.    On  his  death  his'lH 
■on   succeeded   liim,  with   a  merited  reputation  for  | 
ttiiitary  ability,  which  ho  had  displayed  ir  ■    '•--'• 

cqipmand    during     the    war    W\l\^   'V'ciV ^ 

Tarkish  Governmeuk  has  been  tW^^Vw'^aw^'-- 
tioua  projects  for  the  entita  cQn':\o.«3.'t  ^S.  KiiSW''  ^"3 
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ths  aemand  of  the  English  Oovamment  tliat  the  . 
troops  of  bhs  Goveruor  of  Y&u ek  should  be  with' 
drown  from  tha  neigbbourhnad  of  Aden,  iiir 
BiATLB  Fkkhb,  sent  on  a  apecial  misaian  for  tha 
luppressiou  of  the  Slave  Trade  on  tha  Enateru 
shoru  of  the  Red  Sea,  obtained  with  lojae  difficult; 
the  JUasant  of  the  Sultui  of  ZANZinia  ta  a  treat; 
for  Qie  abolition  of  the  traffio.  A  few  montha  ago 
Abd-BL-Kuieb,  once  a  historical  personaKe,  died  at 
Diuna8caB,nrhere  he  had  livod  since  his  release  from 
«  French  prison  in  dignifiail  retirement.  No 
chieftain  in  niodem  times  lias  combined  mote  suo- 
ceBsfull;  the  character  of  warrior  and  of  prophet. 
At  one  time,  aa  leader  of  the  Muaiulmans  of 
Northern  Africa,  lie  aariousiy  enduigered  tha 
French  eapremacy  in  Algeria  ;  but  he  lived  in  too 
late  an  age,  and  after  many  gallant  struggles  tie 
Buccumbod  to  ike  civilized  superiorit;  of  French 
arms  under  Marshal  Bl'gbiud.  The  Emperor 
KAfOLEOK  on  his  accession  to  power  liberated  the 
illustrious  prisoner  on  an  honourable  understand- 
ing, afterwords  faithfully  observed,  that  ho  should 
not  re-enter  his  native  country.  To  p  generatioa 
which  had  almost  forgotten  his  exploits  the  nows 
of  his  death  produced  an  impression  as  if  soma 
distant  epoch  had  been  revived. 


I 


1874. 

A  comparatively  uneventful  year  haa  in  England 
only  been  made  remarkable  by  a  reversal  m  the 
position  of  political  parties  and  by  a  consequent 
change  of  Ministry.  The  result  has  been  accepted 
fcf  the  country,  and  even  by  the  defeated  part^, 
with  s  cheerful  equammity ,  ti\w.o\i  'm  *»  xnnm  tii.t\a- 
faotorr  because  tha  transiei  o^  -e^^M  Kvift«. ^a««i 
iriuWjVmmediatelyproAHcelit^«r^^\;^^ 
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cxploiu  dl  Kir.  GuiiaTOKE's  AdminUtratioa  hid 
tubsided,  and  in  Mi  unsucceuful  atUiopt  tu  lagia- 
late  for  Iruh  University  Educstion  ht  had  for  tha 
first  time  come  into  collision  with  the  majari^  of 
English  and  Scot<:h  LiberaU.  At  the  same  time, 
IiiB  teatlosa  activity  liad  alarmed  many  sections  ol 
tha  oouunnnity  ;  and  soma  of  his  colleagues  had 
given  offence  l)y  imprudent  dedarations,  and,  as  it 
vu  alleged,  by  want  of  paraonal  courtesy.  Ths 
pontion  of  tha  Govermnunt  was  prospecldvely  iu- 
Mcnre  ;  but  distant  pertli  lonietimei  prove  on  • 
■Marar  approach  to  be  imufinary  ;  for  the  moment 
no  prassing  difficulty  impended,  and  in  party  divi- 
(ions  the  Minister  could  still  reckon  on  a  majority 
of  sixty.  Recent  moditiciLtlons  of  the  Government 
had,  on  the  whole,  tended  to  make  it  stronKer.  It 
was  thought  that  Mr.  Ixiwe  would  display  vigour  at 
tha  Home  OUice,  whila  Mi'.  Gladstosk's  assump- 
tion of  the  ofQca  of  Chancellor  of  the  Exdieiiucr 
justitied  the  jwneral  expei;tation  of  a  comprebenaiio 
■nd  beneficial  scheme  of  finanoe.  Aa'  no  uollea^e 
and  no  opponent  could  pretend  to  equal  skill  or 
experience,  it  was  hoped  that  the  profesaioaal  uon- 
■cienuo  which  is  foatemd  by  ipedal  knowlodgo 
would  secure  the  preference  of  sound  fisoal  polity 
to  considerations   of  party  interest.     The  expecti- 

,  taon  would  perhaps  have  been  realJEed  but  for  an 
nnaocountable  impulse  which,  arising  on  a  trivial 
oocaaton,  luddenly  disturbed  Mr.  Gladstomb's  judg- 
ment. A  OlocGstershiro  Borough,  which  has  before 
and  since  incessantly  oscillaieii  between  the  tiro 
contending  parties,  had  recently  added  another 
item  to  the  list  of  Conservative  lUccessBS  at  elec- 
tions. Annoyed  by  the  slow  but  regular  decline  of 
his  majority,  and  still  believing  tliat  he  rHtainnd 
tiie  confidence  of  the  constitiienaiea,M.T.'o.'u:^^is^<^'^^^^ 
a  fortoigbt  before  the  time  8.ppom\*i.  ^cre  "ils*  '^S!^'^ 
in^  of  [Ae   Session,    to   ttie    nataQvAiin^'o*'  ^^..^ 

bieada,  of  M»  opjonentB.  m4.  oi  ■^»»  «^^  ^*" 


AQDonnced  tlie  iinmediate  diBBolntion  oC  Parlii*! 
moDt,  Eight  ycsrs  before  lie  had  Ijeeo  accused  byj 
hia  party  of  Bciuandering  the  maiority  which  LorttV 
RifasBLt  had  inherited  from  Lord  PAisreHSTOy.  !!■■ 
Dotr  deliberately  tlirew  Bi)  equal  mnjority  into  tJia  I 
crucible  of  a  General  Election^  trusting  thnt  ifel 
might  emerge  from  the  pi-oceBa  refined  from  all  ad- 1 
iiii^Lture  of  mntinoos  mdcpendeijce.  HapMumg  tor  m 
the  moment  to  have  no  great  measure  or  pulitical  V 
doctrine  on  irhich  he  could  appeal  to  th«  judgrnont  J 
of  the  country,  Mr.  Gupstosr  was,  unfortnnfttely,  I 
tempted  to  Biihmit  to  Uie  constituencies  a  qnestioa  I 
which  it  was  his  official  and  constitutional  duty  ta  ff 
reserve  for  the  eicluaive  consideration  of  the  "^ 
of  Cotnmons,  An  unprecedented  stirpluB  ■ 
millions  w(»uld  have  en:!-b!ed  him  either  to  continiio  I 
the  retoiTns  in  the  tiiriff  by  which  he  had  formerly  I 
earned  public  gratitude,  or  to  discharge  the  duty,  I 
which  he  had  of  late  j-eara  often  declared  to  he  ^ara-  ^ 
mount,  of  redni;i:i!;  the  Natiimal  Debt,  In  either 
case  he  must  have  satisfied  the  judgment  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  wonld  have  been  disposed  to  receive 
his  BUsjestions  with  doioronce  and  probably  with 
approval.  The  lust  purjmse  to  wUicn  the  surplus 
oHghlb)  have  been  applied  was  the  purchase  of  »  J 
majority  for  the  Goveinment  ;  yet  Mr,  GLAnsiONE,  I 
in  his  address  to  the  electors  of  Greenwich  whicii  I 
first  announoed  the  Dissoliitton,  proposed  not  only  I 
to  exhaiiBt  the  surplus,  but  to  create  an  unnecessary  I 
deficit  by  the  abolition  of  the  Income  Tax  and  by  » 1 
contribution  from  the  national  revenue  in  aid  of  I 
Local  Rates.  The  equihbriiim  was  to  be  restored  I 
by  an  undefined  "re -adjustment,"  which  must  I 
necessarily  have  consisted  m  an  increase  of  tvui-  I 
tion.  The  pi^cederft  of  including  a  Budget  in  an  ■ 
e/ecti'on  addriiSS  W\U  aawvceffl^  wA  to  repeated.  I 
But  for  the  defeat  nV\c\i  eiii!.v»a.,'a.T.tti.i.w«sysi^ 

innovation  ini[;ht  TeaflWv  ■^"^  ^^'>^^1E!-''^.'^t*'-; 

irurat  form  of  political  toiWi^^«^   ^t-s^i  i^  t 
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error   to    startle  n  comraunitj'  wTiich   hod  , 
ly  iodicatad  oa  many  occasions  its  diBtriist  of  , 
a  policy  of   simtrises.     There  could  be   no  better  . 
proof  ihat  the  Dissolution  had  been   altogether   un- 
expected than  the   emba-irassment  with  whioh  the 
tidings  were  received  by  Mr.  Pihraf.i.i.    In  an  un- 
neceSBartlyhiutj' answer  to  Mr.OLADBioNB's  addreiB, 
the  leader  of  the  Up[ioution  accepted   the   finsnciol 
issue  which  ought   nerer  to  liave  been  ratEed,  and 
attacked  tlie  Uovei'nitient  on  a  frivolous   pretext  ot 
their    polity    in    ahiiudoniiig    the    sovereignty   of 
Sumatra  to  the  Dutch.  Suou  aftei-WArd«  Mr.DjiutAELi 
recogniKBil   hia  iiiiataku   in   biddiu^    o^aiust     Mr. 
Glaiistonb  ill  tlui  matter  of  the  iucoum   Tax,  and 
lie  might  previously  Jiave   known  thut  tho   consti- 
tuencies cared  as   little  u  liiniself   for   sufjpoaed 
diplomatio  misoarriajteti  iu  the  tjtruils  uf  MiJiicctt. 
Any   verbal    iiidiacrution,     however,     which   Mr. 
DlKlUKU   Qiiijht   hav*   committed  was  rea<lily  cun- 
doiied  liy  his  party  in  eonsideration  of  tlie  apparent)  r 
sagacity  displayed  iu  hia  fureuuat  of   the   results   of  • 
liouaeliold  Huilratte.     To  tlie  ([eiieiiil   aatoiiislimont, . 
it  waa  found  that  the  undoubted   CdiiiiervHtive  re- 1 
action   nnidiig   tliu   middle  cliuojea  deriveil  ■uppoi't 
from   a   large  aectioii  of  tlie  new  electors  ;  and  the 
advocates  ol   the   Ballot   discovered  that  thtsy  had 
weakened  other  forms  of   inliueuue  besides  those  ol 
rank  aiid  property.     Time  alone   can  show  whether- 
the  success  ni  the  OonservatiTe   Party  will  be   per- 
manent, as  it  was  undoubtedly  complete   and   deci- 
sive.    The  exclusion  of  some  veteran  members  wai'i 
resetted,  even   by  their   pulitical   opponents.     BIr, : 
Bouvchib's   Parliamen'jiry   expeneiice,   his   know- 
ledge, and  hia  Jndepemlfiica  have   bcou   missed   in 
the    last    Sosaion,    and    Mr,  Osbuuxf,  whs    always 
apprectnced  in  a  House  not  loo  a.irmVj  ^oN'A.sAi 
with  oppoeturdtits   of   amuseTnenl,.     m.\,'^K'«'i»^|t 
Boan  alter  his  rejection  hj  h«  intwet    Miw!»R.-«>»™^ 
^t£righton,  found  a  seat  in  t\\«  eQ\>u\<i-a»  VoW^SJ- 


of  Haolcnef .  Only  threa  vseks  elupsea  from  th« 
commenoement  of  Mr.  GLiDaTOBE'e  gmtuitoua 
•xperiment  to  the  completion  of  the  political 
iuioido  of  his  GoTemmant,  and,  for  the  tims,  of  his 
Party.  If  ha  iras  himaelf  tha  sole  author  of  tha 
actual  oatastrophe,  inj  udicious  coUeagues  and  av*r- 
zoalous  adherent!  had  coucuired  in  rendering  it 
inevitable.  Mr.  Disraxli  completed  his  Cahinot 
early  in  March,  and  no  change  has  hitherto  been 
made  in  its  compoiitioa. 

If  Parliament  oad  met  in  the  asual  conrw,  Mr. 
Gla-Ustonb  and  his  colleagues  would  have  had  tha 
satisfactioii  of  announcing,  Bhortiy  after  the  open- 
in{c  of  the  Sesiion,  the  Buoceaaful  termination  of  tha 
ABbanleo  War.  Sir  Gahnbt  Woi^elby,  who  had 
arrived  on  the  Gold  Coait  in  advance  of  his  tejops, 
commekcsd  hia  inland  march  in  the  laat  days  of 
1873,  aad  Captain  Oloveb  in  the  eaat,  and  otliec 
officers  in  the  welt,  were  commissioned  to  raiso 
native  levies  with  which  they  were  to  effect  a  diver- 
sion as  all  the  separate  forces  converged  on  tha 
capital.  The  natives,  with  few  exceptions,  proved 
utterly  worthless  as  auxiliaries,  and  there  was  great 
difficulty  in  retaining  the  beai-ers  and  camp 
followers,  whose  services  were  indispensable  to  the 
army.  The  resiitanoe  offered  by  the  enemy, 
thoufh  it  was  resolute  and  obstinate,  was  overcome 
witliout  tlie  oocnrrence  of  any  lerioun  check.  Aftei 
several  akirmishes  the  AsUautees  made  a  Snal  stand 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital  ;  and,  aft«r 
defeating  ue  enemy,  Sir  Gaiinbt  Wolsbley,  od 
thu  5th  of  FebniBzy,  entered  Coomassie  and 
received  the  aubmission  of  the  King,  who  afireod 
to  appoint  Commissionera  to  conclude  a  treaty. 
After  a  atay  of  three  «  (out  daysj  Sir  GxaKBi 
'  WoLSBLEY  tnought  it  pm.Aen.'t  ^n  \«^ "»»  ta'oi-m 
mwcfi,   and    ho   haltei  ».t  >^?^Jf \C^1'^ 
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Captain  Glover  with  Hb  contiiigant  on  the  north 
of  CoomuBie,  though  ha  had  not  yet  been  able  ta 
open  commuaicationi  with  ths  General-in-Chief.  ■■ 
Captnin  Glovbb  sftcrwordi  marched  through  the 
capital  to  tit*  const  without  opposition  ;  and  ths 
Kuropwua  troops  were  re- embarked,  in  accordance 
ivith  the  original  pian,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  unhealthy  season.  Muij  valuable  lives  nera 
gacriticed,  and  some  of  the  EUTTivors  suffered  from 
diiease  ;  but  the  EuccesB  of  the  Expedition  justified 
the  confidence  wiiich  had  been  reposed  in  the  Com- 
■■  inder-in-Chief  and  in  his  officora  and  men.  By 
~  treaty  which  he  was  compelled  to  sign,  tha 
}  renounced  all  claim  of  sovereignty  over  the 
ifihoB  under  the  Endish  Protectorate  ;  and  some 
'of  his  own  provincial  chiefs  took  the  opportuaity  of 
renouncing  their  allegiance.  There  seems  leason 
to  believe  that  the  Aihantee  power  is  broken  by  the 
capture  of  Coomassie,  and  by  its  coBsefjuencea  ;  and 
some  tirae  will  elapse  before  the  King  of  Ashantei 
ftny  other  native  potentate  will  be  strong  eaough 
make  himself  troublesome.  After  some  hesi&- 
i.the  English  Government  resolved  to  retnin  ths 
luments  on  the  Coast  as  a  Crown  colony,  and^ 
iew  of  possible  complications,  to  convert  tbo 
;hbouring  disti'icts  into  a  Protectorate  rather 
a  Bominion.  That  the  limits  of  control  and 
ference  will  be  exclusively  determined  by  tha 
itecting  Power  has  already  been  made  known  to 
native  tribes.  By  Iiord  Carnarvon's  direo- 
1,  the  English  Gorerument  haa  publicly  in< 
led  the  assembled  chiefs  that  no  purchase  or 
of  slaves  will  he&oeforth  be  permitted,  and 
although  domestic  relations  will  not  bs 
ilently  disturbed,  the  law  will  take  no  cogniiianDa 
tha  right  of  a  master  to  the  possestion  of  hit 


vita  cJasa.  a  itill  gr».\er  e-aaiat^  ■«««Q^'i^ 
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English  Govemmant,  and  mora  diiectlj  c 
Vioeroy  of  Imiia.  The  itisufficitncjof  tha  autuiDi^f 
raiufaU  had  rendered  inevitable  the  failure  ot  thsf 
crop!  in  portions  of  Benzol  and  Behai*,  containing  » 

population  o£  nianv  millions  ;  tiie  Jisostvous '*- 

of  the  Famine  of  1SG&  in  Ot'osa  were   freali 
rcoulleutiua  of  ull  ;  and  it  uaa  known  tliat  in  former'l 
times  the  range  of  ftuiiiui)  and  its  elfects   had   been* 
lor  iiider.     Both  tha  Vk'eko^  ajid  tlie  Lieutenanb-jl 
Govemor   of   Bgnual  were  deeplj  impressed   with 
the   necesiity  of  tailing  ample   and  tunely  precau- 
tions  ^igniniit  the  inipaiuUng  caleunity  ;  but  it  was 
known  that  they  difTered  on  Rome  points  of  iletul, 
und   especially  on   the   iiuostion   of   ptoliitiitina   or 
allonhl^    tbe    export  oi   rice.     Lord  Koktmbkook 
considered   tbat  even  iti  the  actual  crisis  it  was  in-  J 
ex^iedient  to  disturb  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  I 
nliile    Sir    GtoiiftB    Campbell    held    it  to   be  an  I 
anomaly  tliat  food   should  be  sent   abroad  when  it  1 
would,    perhaps,   be   urgently  required   in  the  dis- 
treaaud  districts.     Both   the   Duke  of   AnnVLi-and 
his  successor,  lord   Sali^^bcrv,  approved  tlie  judg- 
ment  oi   the  ViCEEoi'  ;  and   there  was   ntit  at  nay 
suliHciiuant  time  «  delicievcy  of  fuodi  althaugli  great 
difficult;   was  encounteced   and   va^t   expeni^e   in- 
curred m  distributiiLg  the  fio^ernmeut  stores,  by 
sale,  iu  the  form  of  wajjcs,  atid  sometimes  as   gifts, 
among    the    diatresssd    population.       tiir    Georgb 
CiMi'URi.L,  wlio  was  charged  witli   the   organiutioa 
of  the  syatcui  of  relief,  and   Sir   Kicha.kd   Temple, 
nho   BUoceeded  him  whEOi  he  was  unwilUuDly  com- 
pelled hy  illneas   to   resign   his   prat,   displayed   a 
faculty    of    administration   and    an    indafa^gable 
energy  wliioh  are  charnoteriatic  of  the  bast   class   of 
iudj'on   BUttesmea.     TUey  had  to  oatablisli  relief 
works   on   a,   great  sca\e,  ta^Timi6\)'j  qvVsk  meana 
for  those  claeseB  which,  wiUDttov^'va'^'*  -aaMi^T.' 
the   country,  could  wt  ha  .f^^^.^^^- 
itimuiate   lie   liberah\s  ol  ^i.«T».^^«  >i.«*^ 
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often  reKpooded  Bitisfactorily  to  their  appeals,  aod   ' 
t.i   control   the   eoomioua   expenditure   which   wa« 
required  for  purohasea,  tor  convuvance,  snil  for  dis- 
tribution.    It  waa   found   necessary  to  supply  with 
Eood,not  only  the  English  aubjecta  in  the  diBtressad 
districts,  Vrat  the  starving  inhabitants  of  the   neigh- 
buiiriug   provinces   of   Nepaul.     The   elForU  of  the 
VicBHOv  and  of  the    Liel'Tenakt-G  overs  or  were 
vi(;orously  seaondod  by  officers   of  all  ranks,  and, 
while  the  provision  Hgunst  taniine   has   imposed   a 
heavy  burden  on  the  linunces  of  India,  the  mortality 
wliicii   would  hiLVQ   otharwise   occurred    has   been 
efioctually   averted.    It  is  impossible  to  apportion 
the   comparative   opomtion   of   the   scarcity  and  of 
other  causes   in   producing   diseaso  and  death,  hut    . 
probably  fewer  persons  died  of  starvation  in  Bengal    . 
■nd  Sehar   during   the  contiuuaiice  uf  the  relief    ' 
system     thnn    in   an   ordinary   year.      The  costly 
trimnph   of   beneficent    administration     haa     evea    I 
suggested     to     some    gloomy    theorist*   »    douht    . 
vhethor  the  Sapreme  Govonimeut  confers  on   un-    ' 
mixed   advantage   on   India  by   counteracting  ths 
natural     ohecks     on     exccasive    populatiim   which 
operateil   formerly   in   th«   shape   of    famine    and 
slaughter.      Tu   tJiat  great  mid   complex   Empirs, 
however,  fresh   causes   of   anxiety   are   continually 
arising.     It  is  thought  that  there  are   symptums  of 
uneajuocss  among  the  most  warlike  of  the  Hindoo 
raoes,  and  that  the   Haliratta  Princes   are   either 
comljining    for    defence    against    seme     unknown 
danger  or  engaging  in  suspicious   intrigues.     Any 


Indian  Government.     The  Guicowar  of  Barosa  hu    . 
Ifltoly  been  informed   tliat  lie  w\\l.  W  4eOTi.-)6Si>tft.  ■ 
his  authority  Jinloss  the  nnsgovotTimsTA  QVaM.'**^*^ "" 
is  eUbctmlly  corrected.    Sinco  fti«  isAa  ol  ■Ot*  '*'.^^. 
■"«■  »i  attempt  ]iaa  been  made  to  vo'isa^  'ii^*  '=™* 
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dant,  Colonel  PaAYBB,  who  officially  comniutuc»t« 
to  the  GuicowAK  the  determination  ot  the  Goveir 
iiiBut.  Whether  the  crime  has  any  ftolitical  s: 
fioance  can  only  be  known  when  ita  origin  is  as 
tuiiied.  lu  a  corrupt  Indian  Court  there  must  1 
many  unscnipnlouB  porsons  who  are  perBonaIj__ 
interested  in  tlie  continunnce  of  einstinu  ubiisaj;^ 
In  the  course  of  the  aatumn  Scindiah,  frUiaraj^^ 
of  Gwalior,  prodtioed  universal  excitement  l:^  1 
informing  the  English  Resident  at  his  Court  that  J 
Sana  Sahtb  had  To!u»tariIy  swrrendered  hinu  '" 
intu  his  custody.  It  waa  understood  that  ( 
MahaSmUAB  himself  had  identified  the  prisons^ 
and  other  native  nitnossea  professed  to  tecognuj) 
his  person.  After  a,  faint  attempt  to  extort  t 
pledge  that  the  man's  lift  would  bo  spared,  tiM 
alleged  criminal  was  given  over  to  the  EngliiA 
authorities,  and  the  result  of  a  secret  inquiry  whi"*' 
lias  since  been  instituted  is  not  yet  positive 
known.  At  present  it  seems  probable  that  tlut^ 
prisoner  lias,  for  some  mtknown  reason,  practiied4 
an  impodtioa.  The  not^irious  Rajah  of  Biinoos  I 
was,  as  the  adopted  son  of  the  late  Feishwa  of  thd  I 
Mahrattoa,  a  pretender  to  the  rank  which  waftj 
formerly  associated  with  suproma  power  in  the  Coa*| 
federacy.  The  Feishwaa,  who  were,  like  many  othst 
Indian  potentaten,  nsurnin^  Ministers,  had  snpeiM 
■eded  the  author!^  of  the  aeaoendants  of  Sktajea,! 
Their  BOTereignty,  though  it  was  terminated  by  th*l 
English  conquest,  may  perhaiia  still  ba  respected  by  1 
some  of  the  descendants  of  their  former  aubjecti  ; 
and  it  is  pcsaibte  that  Sdindiah  and  Uolsas,  both  J 
representing  snccessful  military  adventurers,  maVJ 
regard  with  jenlouay  cUims  to  a  title  once  hiehijt" 
than  their  own.  The  two  great  Sfahratta  chid^ 
have  flince  held  «,  cetamonwiMs  interview  oi 
common  frontier.    K  tWj  'Rssa  o^wtri^Ni      ^^^ 


ANHUAT.  BCTOJJAJIY— 1B7*  EIS'l^ 

rasthod  o[  proclaiming  the  unity  of  their  counsels. 
In  tko  early  part  of  the  year  Mr.  Fobsvth,  who  •  I 
had  been  vent  to  Kiuhgar  for  the  purpose,  con-  * 
eluded  a  commercial  treaty  trith  Ya.koob  Bbq, 
Ruter  of  Eastern  Turkastnu.  The  only  military 
operatio>  in  India  has  been  an  Expedition,  noir  in 
progress,  against  some  troublesome  hill  tribes  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Assam  ;  but  the  ofTaira  of 
AfKhaniatan  once  more  forebode  political  complica- 
tions. The  Ameer  SirsEtB  Ali  having  at  last  with 
difficulty  persuaded  iiis  eldest  son,  Yakoob,  to  visit 
Cabul,  luis  treacherously  put  him  in  prison. 
A  statement  that  the  Indian  Government  had  re- 
commended Yakoob  to  accept  his  father's  safe  con- 
duct has  been  officially  contradicted  ;  but  the  bad 
faith  of  a  Bulcr  who  has  received  signal  favouri 
from  the  Government  ia  in  many  ways  embufraas-  ' 
ing.  The  Ameeb,  pretends  that  Yakoou  was  in- 
tiiguins  witlk  Persia  for  the  surrender  of  his  strong- 
hold of  Herat,  but  there  oan  be  little  doubt  that  hu 
own  perhdy  was  prompted  by  his  desire  to  secure 
the  succoaaion  for  liis  favourite  aou,  Abdoola.  There 
is  too  much  roasou  to  fear  that  Yakoob,  who  is  a 
man  of  spirit  and  ability,  may,  thouah  released, 
become  disaffected,  not  only,  as  he  haa  already  ' 
been,  to  the  Ameek,  but  to  the  protecting  Power, 
In  the  farther  East,  tliough  nothing  has  occurred 
directly  affiicting  European  interests,  a  contest 
eeomiid   until   lately  to   be  impending  which  might 

Serhaps   liave  produced   important   results.       The 
apanese   Government,   some    time  since,   sent  a    , 
naval  expeditioo  to  punish   the   savage   inhabitant!    i 
of  Formosa   for   outrages    committed   against  the 
tirewB  of  shipwrecked   vessels.     When   uie  object 
was  aooomplished  the  Government  of  Petin  remon- 
strated againtt  the  interference  cil  iv^vn.  "W^I^^ 
ObJBMt  dependency,  and  a.  quarc*\  CQ»w^"s^ 
teemed  likely  to    result    in  ■wa.T.    t^*-  i»--?«*"* 
PMeas  »a  uoaelai   Bquadron  "wliwi^  ^^  *^*  "^"^^^ 
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gives  tbem   euperiority  at   e<!a.     The   neceautf  ol 
eKertion  hu  at  Uet  overcome  th«  resistanca  < 
Oiina  to  at  leaat  one   Enropean   innoTiition. 
mission  wne  givsu   To  the  loctl  authoritiea  to 
coal   mines  for   the  serviue  of  the  fleet,  and  it  man 
bepreaunied  that  railwajB  to  convey  the  co»l  ti 
vesaels  will  lis*  be  found  indiepeiiMbls.     In 
pTBBent  day,  aa  in  former  times,  war  and  commero^ 
«re   among  the   most  coiiflpicuoiie   instramenta  d 
civihEation.      It  remains  to  be  seen   whether  tardjg 
scquieaccDce  in  inevitable   changes  will  outlast  t 
immedibtc   prensure   of   neoeBsiiy.     An   imniediata 
collision    has     been  ayerted   by  a  treaty  by  which' 
the  .TuponeiHt  a^rree  to  evucnate  Fomioim  on  the  ra) 
ceipt  of  a  ooiiiideruble  anm  from  the   Chinese  G6* 
vemnient. 

in  the  abaetiee  of  domestic  excitement  ii 
land,  politics!   observers   hare   been   at   leiei 
natch   the   confUKed   conflict   of   parties  in  Franct 
niid  t!ie   tedious  Civil  W»r  in  Spain.     Except  thai 
one  year  of  the  ProTisionaJ   KeptuDnate  has  alread^ 
elapsed,  the  pros|)ect  of  a  cnnatitutioDal   settlemen 
of  the  French  fiovuiTiment  seems   as   lemtite   : 
tlie  beginniua  of  the   yoai'.     The   determinatio 
the   Asaerr.lily  to   osaert   its   oivo  siipremBcy  and  t( 
prolong  its  exiBtence   has   beun   rewarded  by   thd 
admission  of     represent aiirei    of  all    parties,    i»^ 
cludiag    Ctaicbrita,   that  it    posaeues    conltituelll 
power.     Unfortunately,  the   attribute  which  is  no 
recognised  reraaina   ohBolutely  uaeloss,  because   i 
majority  cwi  be  formed  strong  enough  to  ui  ■>--■-' 
orgnnic   legislation.     The   Cumte   liK  Cha« 
Btil!  allowed  to  dictate  to  sixty  or  seventy  mernbefl 
forroiuf;  the   ETttrome  Right  a  potiiTy  which,  i 
j;i    its  negative  oponvtwTi  sa    an   impodidiBBt  1 
rational  measwrea,  i6  K^^o^\f  "-vBt^wefe^*.    T?^^^ 

Oomte  J.B  Paris  to  the  ^«*^  t^^Sffiv^ 
peUad  to  content  t^iemaeW^^*^^'^^'''^^ 


GovemmBnt  ol  Marshal  JVI4cMahon'.  Under  their 
denomination  of  Right  Centre  thay  are  (wmtaiitty 
negotiatiug  with  their  former  friends,  now  of  tlie 
Left  Centre,  who  have  adopted  a  Republic  in  tho 
belief  that  ConBtitutionat  Monorchj  is  impossible, 
and  the  Orieanists  aometimes  find  tfiemaeives  un- 
Bvoidoblj  acting  in  concert  witli  tlieir  inveterate 
eueniiea,  the  supporters  of  the  Empire.  Tlie  Lt-ft 
Centre  seemed  within  rsaoh  of  succeaa  when,  iu 
May,  their  leader,  M.  Cabiaiir  Pebiek,  obtained  by 
&  smalt  majority  ihe  reference  to  a  Committee  of  a 
motion  for  the  eitablishment  of  a  HepubEic  under 
the  Preeidency  of  Marshal  MacMjLUOK.  In  the 
same  aitting  the  Biic  de  Bisaccia,  then  Amhaasadoi 
in  London,  moved  a  Ucsolution  that  the  Govern- 
ment was  a  Mo nan:hy  under  Henry  V.  All  ques- 
tions are  at  present  eu  commonly  considered 
"open"  in  France,  that  the  Duke  seemed  sur- 
prised at  the  coDsegiient  request  that  he  would 
tender  his  resignation,  Tha  weakness  of  tho  Left 
Centre  consists  in  iba  relation  to  tho  Republican 
Ijeft.  Although  M.  Gamsbtta  has  shown  much 
diicretion  in  avoiding  tu^  lautjtiage  which  might 
separate  him  from  M.  TmEUs  and  M.  Casuur 
Pekibb,  the  draad  of  Jacobinism  is  widely  spread 
among  the  French  middle  classes.  The  iCxtreine 
Bepublicaiis  have  acquiesced  for  the  moat  part  in 
the  Belf-dimyinj{  policy  of  tlieir  leadurs,  but  at  the 
recent  Municipal  Elections  they  determinnd  to 
■how  their  sti-engUi  by  retiirniug  Counciihirs  i  ~ 
their  own  colour  in  all  tiie  great  towns  of  Fraiici.. 
They  succeeded  iu  proving  tliat  the  great  majority 
of  the)  urban  population  was  Ropublioan,  but  not 
that  it  inclined  to  moderate  opinions.  In  ■■•■'■ 
sequence,  the  Left  Centre  has  withdrawn  in  s 
dt^ee  from  its  alliinoe  with  the  Lett,  and  t.__ 
turea  are  from  day  to  day  on  both.  EvSisa  tei\i«t*^  1 
and  rejffvfed  by  the  two  diviaiona 'sX^ui^*-  'L«t\-a.  "ilo" 
Centre,    in    the    general  anwoii-s  oi    ^a.-rti«a  ^ 
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Bonaparlistj  liuve  come  boldlf  forward  u  c 
petitora  with  the  RBpubliaanR  for  the  support  of  tl 
mass  of  tile  population,  Thuir  imniliBra  in 
AsBtmbly  ara  Bmnl!,  but  the  functionaries  1 
Bti'Tud  the  Eriipire  still  hold  many  ndmiiiistratin 
posts ;  and  it  ia  not  forgotten  that  on  the  eve  of  * 
wnr  a  vast  majority  of  the  whole  community  vi 
in  favour  of  NAPOLEoy  HI.  The  ptintiipal  teade^ 
of  tlia  party  took  ths  opportunity  of  the  PiUNta 
Imperial's  eighteenth  birthday  to  pay  him  a  visS 
of  congratulation  at  Chiselhurst,  and  the  youiH 
Pbi.vue  replied  to  their  addresaeB  in  phraaea  of  tB^ 
well-knovn  Impi^riul  type,  whioh  were  probabi 
composed  by  some  experienoed    follower  of    ' ' 

father.     From  tile  retiwment   of  M.  THTEBa  to  ' 

latest  modilicHtioQ  of  the  Ministry,  one  or  more 
BonapartiHts  had  been  included  in  Mal'shiil  MlAC- 
Mahon's  Oabiuet  ;  but  the  party  now  threatens 
open  opposition.  In  Calvados,  and  in  somt!  other 
Departments,  Bonapartist  candidates  haie  defeated  _ 
their  opponents  at  elections  for  the  Assumlily,  wittL 
the  result  of  reuniting  fur  the  time  soma  of  the  di? 
cordant  Kepublican  scotion-i.  Prince  JeBond 
Napolbon  huB  eharacteristioally  taken  occasion  U 
detach  himself  from  the  cause  of  ths  PBiifta 
Impbriat,,  in  the  hope,  it  is  lujipused,  of  bocomiw 
himself  the  head  of  a  Bonaparbst  democracy.  It  9 
not  likely  that  his  ciforts  wil]  cause  any  serinin 
embarraBBments  to  the  genuine  ImperialistB.  1^ 
the  month  of  May  the  Sue  dk  Bkooli)!,  who  ht|l 
directed  the  policy  of  the  Government  since  the  fB^ 
of  M.  Thieiw,  introduced  a  project  of  a  new  C< 
stitution,  includintf  the  establishment  of  a  Gra 
Council,  or  Second  Chamber,  which  wan  to  l^ 
invested  with  the  power  of  dissolving  the  ABBemblj^ 
Having  been  deieatedo-nsk  wieation  of  proccduPM 
the  Miniflter  roaianed,  a,iv4ftvft  ks&puWvj'KM.v^l 
seriously  resumed  tW  d\sftx»»iOT^ jA  ■C^a  »|^<s^ 
f  lonsi  Taws.     Snme  nt  t,i\a  nw 
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Bboglib's  Cabinet  retained  office  uoder  General  ve 
CissEY,  but  two  months  afterwards  M.  Ma.gn£ 
rescued  in  consequence  of  an  adverse  vote  on  a 
Gnancial  question,  and  he  was  accompanied  into 
retirement  by  hia  Bonapartist  colleague,  M.  ne 
FoKTOO.  The  Due  Dbcazes  has  administored 
Foreign  A^tirs  both  under  tbo  Duo  i>e  Bjioglib 
and  under  Ganernl  »e  Cissey  with  prudence  and 
Buocess.  A  violent  Ultramontane  ioumal,  which 
had  published  ofTensive  Pastorals  addressed  by  two 
Bishops  to  Catholics  in  Alsace  and  Lornune,'waH 
suspended,  in  deference  to  the  just  remonstrances 
of  the  Gorman  Government.  The  Foreign 
MiNisTBB  has  tatiBTi  every  suitable  opportunity  of 
expressing  friendly  feelings  to  Italy,  and  he  has 
withdrawn  a  frigute  which  bad  since  the  time  oC 
the  French  oconpution  been  stationed  at  Givita 
Vecchia,  with  the  professed  object  of  providinic  a 
refuge  for  the  Pope.  When  the  German  Govern- 
ment proposed  to  leaognize  Marshal  Serrano's  title, 
France,  in  concert  with  England,  concurred  in  the 
soma  policy,  and  the  Duo  Drcazes  returned  a 
temperate  and  conciliatoiy  answer  to  the  remon- 
BtraJices  of  the  Government  of  Madrid  against  its 
sJleged  encouragement  of  the  Cariiat  msurrection. 
Marshal  Mi'.MAHOS,  in  an  Order  of  the  Day  to  tha 
Army,  and  in  speeches  nuide  during  a  tour  in  the 
Weatom  Provinces,  has  repeatedly  announced  his 
determination  to  maintain,  against  all  opposition, 
the  power  which  he  lias  received  from  the  As^mbly 
to  the  end  of  the  term  of  seven  years.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Legitimists,  and  of  a  small  section 
of  Extreme  ilepublicans,  all  parties  have  sufficient 
reasons  for  supporting  the  Septonnate.  The 
Imperialists  prefer  that  a  popular  vote  should  bo 
taken  when  the  Frinob  Imferiai.  haa  li.Uai.'OKil^'^ 
age ;  the  Orleanists  are  po^etVew.  aa  Vjo^.'Bi'Otia 
Comte  DE  CttiMBOttD  liven  ■,  aivilA.  ^*^^^^^ 
^eadjr  oa  behalf  of  the  H.ep\i.\i\kata  \»  W^S^  ^ 
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iLutliorit;  ol  ths  Mabshal  on  condition  ihat  thitn 
Republic  is  proclaimed.  Tho  Extreme  Right  alonaT 
refuses  to  oompromJBB  even  for  ft  day  the  inda- 3 
feasible  dtiinis  or  the  ]<^timate  King.  The  Comte^ 
DE  Cbamudrd  raight  perhaps  ccnsent  to  delegate  hi(  9 
authority  to  a  Lieutenant-General  of  the  KiDgdom^  J 
but  while  hs  Uvea,  in  his  onn  estimation  aod  in  i 
that  of  his  docile  adherents,  there  cnn  be  no  other  \ 
Bupreme  chief  of  the  Esecntjye  GoTemment.  "  "  ^ 
ftt  present  impossible  to  calculate  how  long  tha  I 
dena  lock  of  parties  may  laat.  All  the  sections  of  J 
tho  Right  and  the  mnjnrity  of  tJie  Centra  ara  , 
opposed  to  a  DiHsi>hition,niid  even  tlie  Rupublicana, .  t^ 
though  a  general  election  would  bring  them  Isrga  J 
reinforcements,  doubt  whether  they  would  secure  a*  J 
working  maioiity,  and  fear  a  possible  increase  of  T 
the  strength  of  the  Bonapartists.  The  motterata  ,1 
Kepublicans  sre  perbnx»  Ktill  mure  afraid  of  tha  ] 
preponderancB  of  the  extreme  faction,  f' 
ruBiitt  of  the  Municipal  Elsi^tions  lias  revived  tlid  '1 
a)nmi  which  was  caused  in  1873  by  the  election  ot  I 
M.  Earodet  tor  Paris.  In  tlie  course  of  the  yea*' J 
attention  was  temporarily  diverted  from  cui 
political  questions  by  two  curious  and  similar  ai 
rences.     H.  RocHErosT  escaped   from   his  remote,  J 

S'iice  of  confinoment  in  New  Caledonia,  and  en*  i 
larahal  Bazaine  from  the  island  of  St.  Mar^arite.;  1 
^Neither  event  is  likely  to  have  any  practical  import-  I 
ance.  The  genius  of  lampooning  which  Shook  tha  -| 
Imperial  fabric  has  no  longer  an  object,  and  the  i 
sentence  of  the  Court-Martial  scarcely  increased  tha  1 
dislike  and  diatmst  wbioii  were  provoked  by  th«  I 
surrender  of  Uletz  and  the  capitulation  of  the  last  ] 
of  the  regular  armies  oE  France.  Two  veteran  ' 
irn'tera,  one  of  them  alao -a.  conspicuous  statesman,  , 
died  within  the  year.  KBaXas'wifen.  ti  ««s«CTriJ 
France.  Mickelet  AeseT-tQi  ft«  "S^^'^^^C'^Si 
i«   earned  byfe  -"m*^^^^:?;*-^^" 
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eiOQ  to  the  prejudiom   with  irliiah   he   had   heen 
imbued   in   his   youth.     Fullj'  believing  in  all  the  '  ^ 
apociyphal  legends  of  the  Eflvolution,  ho  constantly  ■  • 

Ertiaohed  the   doctrines  of  Demoerntio  equality  at-  ] 
ame   and   Frenoh  domination  abroad.     With  tha    j 
exception  of   Berasoer   and  Tbifjis  few  ivritera*' 
have  done  BO  much  to  cultivate  the  ntttionnl  s])irit' 
of    restlesBnUBs    which    ended    in    the  disasterB  ot  > 
Sedan    and    Metz    and    the    loss   of  ALtaco,     M,  ' 
Gdizot  did  more  in  his  youth  for  historical  know- 
ledge, and  during  tJic  eighteen  years  of  the  OULCANa   J 
Monarchy   ho   was  the   moat  poivorhil  of  I^ench  ■ , 
politicians.      He  had  great  knowlodgo  of  pubiio' 
bnsineBs,  PBrliamentory  eloijuence  of  a.  luRh  otder, 
ft  fixed  dislike  both  of  despotisDi  and  of  revolntion,' 
tnd   B   scviino   confidttnoti   in  his  own  virtue,  which 
ntidered  liini  incapable  of  feeling  a  scruple  oc  of '  , 
making  a  recantation.     Although  he  was   the   chief, 
author  of  one   crime   whith  stands    almost   a1on«    . 
among  deeds  of  political  baseness,  and  altliough  liis 
obstinacy  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  fall  of  the 
Monarchy,   M,   Gt'izor's   Memoirs,  written   in   his 
retirement,  are  penetrated  with  the   conviction  that    j 
he  never  committed   either  a   blunder  or  n  mural 
error.     He  dilates  with  peculiar  complacency  oa    _ 
the  intrigue  by  which  ho  deliberately  rendered  th«'  I 
Qoeen  of  Sexui  miserable  for  life  in  the  hope  of  I 
eeonring  the  succession  to  tlie  children  of  a   tVenoh'  ' 
Prince.     Ho  told  tlie  Chamber  of  Deputies  that  tha  ' 
Bimnish -mBvriii;;e  was   the   first   great  aclliuvemont. 
which   France   liad   acoomplisilwl   alone  since  tha**! 
Revolution  of  1830.     An  austere  Protestant,  ST^'  I 
DrizoT  ivaa   a   cordial   supporter  ot  the  TemporaT   -^ 
Power,  and  of  the  miiuenco  of  the  Catholic  Church ; ' 
he  favoured  the  Soudetbuud  in  attitiftAani.,  toAV 
tFsa  hostile  to  the  unity  and  mAejenfiwTWie  a\  ''^^^ 
Jt  seemed   that    he  wns   anxiowstc.-ttiBEMi.'i^^;? 
P"P"/'"-ity  which  he  had  lvoTiouT8b\s  '^^^''^'wtf. 
£^  followed  Louis  XVHL  to  GuevA  "^  ^S**"^ 
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nhsre  «ome  of  tlte  moat  misehierous  ddnsiona  of 
his  coiiDtrymea  ;  but  it  will  be  remembered  to  bis 
credit  that  he  took  a  principal  part  in  tKwarting  tha 
warlike  policy  of  M.  Thiers  in  1810. 

The  condition  of  Spain  during  the  jear,  though 
neither  satiBfactorj  nor  hopeful,  may  p« chaps 
iUEtiff  sa^uins  patriots  in  beUeving  that  the  nonit 
IE  over.  The  Uovenimeiit  has  obtained  from  thft 
majoiity  of  Eiiropoan  PownrB  the  recognition  which, 
■wai  withheld  from  a  suoocBBion  of  Bepubliwin  de- 
claimerH  ;  no  disMter  so  great  aa  tuo  revolt  of 
Cartugana  has  recurred  ;  and  the  army,  which  had 
been  almoBt  deatnjyed  by  democratic  agitation,  has 
been  rept^niKiid  and  raised  to  a  respectable  force. 
The  credit  of  tlie  beneScial  change  is  principally 
(]ue  to  the  resolution  of  General  Pa  via,  who  in  the 
Jirat  days  of  tbe  year  turned  the  incapable  and 
taotioua  Cortea  out  of  doora.  After  the  suoceaaivs 
niiscarriagea  of  FHiusDiJi  and  Baimeroti,  Seiior 
Cahtklak  had  rendered  the  conduct  of  public  a.ffiurs 
temporarily  possible  by  suBpendinc  for  six  months 
the  sitting  of  the  Cortoa,  and  that  im practicable 
body,  wlieii  it  reiiaacmhk'd,  on  the  2d  of  Jnnuary, 
refused  a  vote  of  contidecce  to  Caktelab,  who  vaa 
the  only  possible  Republican  President.  As 
Gap  tain-General  of  Madrid,  General  Pa  via  forcibly 
disBolved  the  Cortet,  and  appointed  a  ProviBiona,! 
Govemnent,  of  which  Sebbako,  Tofetb,  and 
Saoasta  were  the  principal  membeni.  Marshal 
SCBKANO,  who  had  a  few  months  before  escaped  in 
diaguise  from  Madrid,  was  soon  afterwards  raised 
by  nia  colleagues  to  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Execu- 
tive Power.  The  Republic,  though  it  has  never 
heen  formally  abolished,  remains  in  abeyance,  and 
stB  emt-enco  was  not  ivoUceA  fe^  anj  of  the  Powers  . 
which  have  now  recQgnuftfl.SEwe.i.^rf^.'SOTBtrasoaa'i., 
Soon   after   tho   fatt  oiCfc^Tti.^AY^^«^^ 

Cartagena,  having  lo^t  '•■^^  V™«  «l  ~*-- 

CQiopUciiy    from    thoir  iiienii  i» 
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rendered  to  General  Lopsz  Dominuuez.    The  whola 
itrmy  has  conasquently  heon  dia[)0sab1e  for  opata- 
tions  against  the   Curlisti,  btit   no  ileciaivo  buccsbb 
has    ;et    been    obtained.      In    tha   latter  part   of 
February   GenenU   Morio\iu)   nas  defeated  in  an. 
attempt  to  penetrate  the  strong  linesuf  Somorroatio 
for   tlie   purpose  of  raising  the  blockflde  of  Bilbao. 
Serrano,  in   conaequence.  left  Madrid  to   Bisums 
the  chief  command,  and  all  tha  available  forceB   of 
the   Uovemment  were  despatched  to  the  scene  of 
oetion.     It   was    not    till    the    end   of   April  that 
Sbkbaku  Found  himwlf  strong  enough  to  attack 
Somon-oatro,  while  his  second  in  command,  General 
Concha,  by  a  flank  movement  on  Yalmaseda,  com- 
palled   tbe   Llockadiiio;  force  to  retreat,  and  entered  J 
Bilbao.     Having,  with  the  aid  of  his  Lieutenant,  I 
accnmplisliud   the  relief  of  Dilboo,  tlie  Chief  of  tliq  -J 
Government  returned  to  the  capital,  while   Generalt4 
CosuHA  prosecuted   the   auniiaigu   witli  a   vigoqi^J 
Geldom  displayed  by  Spanish  Gouerola.      lu  tbaif 
latter  port  of  June,  in  an  advance  on  Estella,  when] 
the   Ckrlists   had   established   tlieir  head-quarteriijl 
CoscQA  was   killml  iu   uctiou,  and  hia  troops  we 
defeated  with  liaavy  loss.     From  this  time  tte  m 
languished  during  the  summer  and  the   uarly  p 
of  the  autumn.     Tlte  Carlists  occupied  a  portion 
Biscay,   Guipuzcoa,  and   Mavurre,   and   they  ms 
frequent    incnrstons  into   the    neighbouring    pro*9 
vinoes   without    attaining    any   pernianeut    resull.M 
From  their  positions  in  the  mountains  tliey  cut  olfM 
communication  with    Pumpelunn,  and  after  long.l 
delay   they  commenced   the   siege   of   Irun   at  thi.l 
beginning  uf  November.     Their  procrasitinEtion  ha^  V 
enabled  the  Government  in  name  degi'ee  to  rcpMil 
its  losses.     General  Laserka,  \yho   hai  waKceR'"*^ 
(c   lie  chief  command,  des«atc\»cil,  CiBweTiA.  '^ 
bj-  saa    to    St.  Sebastiun,  and,  a^    (vt.  ^»^,  "^^ 
fjt<siegeni   a/janJonoil  Llia  unterpmac  ■n>o:\E\v  ™'\_.^ 
c^ducled  with   ao  little  oa«rs?.      It  ^"t^"^^  ^"^ 
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ncit  given  credit  to  bd  exagRerated  report  of 
Qvth  o£  the  relieving  force,  Iniii  must  linvo  i 
Isred  before  Loma  coitlil  have  begun  ujier^tii 
.Icl;  for  the  Carlists,  their  op^ionents 
leis  inctpuble  than  tticinselvea  of  ttu&toined 
_,^jritnB  elforta.     Instead  of  meswiig  the  defeated.' 
enemy  and  opening  ■  vay  by  Toloin  to  the  relief  of 
PMitpeluua,  LisBUXA  gave  the  Carliat  leaders  tima 
In  mnka  the  inountuin  roads  impasaable.     Early  in 
December,  Marshal  Sbbhako  oiiae  mot^  left  Uadrid 
to  naauiiie  tlie  diief  oommand  of  an  army  frhfcb   is 
Bail!  to  number   60,000   men,  in  addiuon   to  the 
reserves  and  necessaiy  garrisons.    It  m  n&turall; 
tnppitEed   that  the  Chief  o(  the  Government  must 
luive   reason  to  suticipato   a   iiiicct:sB  which  would 
justify  Ilia  neraonal  intarvcntiim  ;  but  the  natural 
stroniith  of  tUu  J^OBitimIa  helil  by  tlie  CarlirtB  in  the 
nioiintaina  and  tlm  ifuslity  of  ttielr  best  troops  will 
offei'  BL-rions   obatatlcs   Ixi   a  superior  lorco.     The 
GKiverunieut   of     Miidrid    derived    an  luiexpecfeS  J 
noliticAl  advuntitas  from  an  incident  tvhidi  ooeuiTeSj 
inunediately  after  the  death    uf    Cokcqa.      ^h^l 
nnclis^  captured  and  allot  a  neirHpa]>«r  correepun-  ^ 
dent  who   held  tliu  coiiiuiif" —      '  '>--'-™  ~ -■-- 
Gevman   Anny,   and    thtrc 
believe  that  their  forodty 
charaoter  as  a  foreiitmrr  and 
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_jnt    of    iMr-.l,„l    (!■,      ,....■■..,•:..„    ■.,!,;    ]■ 

After  Bomi'  iir^iMliatioM.  JSnglnnd,  Fi'tuice,  Awtrit 
Ituiy,  hdA  the  m\iaw  I'trocw  ajii'od  hi  u  rtn.-Bsut*' 
which  wiu  BtrisUv  wsKwiiax^.  "invV  \™6ktc.  " 
national  pnlu-y,  'T\it  "^^^'^  ^,'^"   " 
ext-eptiou  of  tht  -    ,     „ 
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it  is  not  the  buHinesaof  toroiguers  to  iiitorfero  il_ 
domestic  questions.  It  was  remarked  tliat  thwj 
Geimau  and  Austrian  Ministers  were  porBoiiallg 
accredited  to  Marshnl  SBl(RA.^'0  ;  while  Kogland  ttr^i 
Prance,  more  conKisieatly  and  more  courtoouslyM 
i-oco«nizcd  liis  Government  as  it  may  1"  "" 
miniatertid  uithor  bv  himBelf  or  by  his  aucci 
Russia  alone  lioida  aloof,  oithcr  througli  diataato  fc_ 
Hovolutionmy  GoveniniontE,  or,  perliapa,  for  th^B 
piirposQ  of  proving  that  an  independent  poliay  ii'M 
not  incompatihle  with  a  Gorman  allianco.  It  if^ 
underatood  that  the  threo  ImpDritd  Courts  artiiv 
agreed  as  to  Eastern  aShira,  and  as  to  the  e]t''*J 
pudiency  et  mnintaininjj  poace  on  the  Cor 
yet  Riwaia  declined  to  follow  Princo  Bii^abgk  Jd?] 
his  Spanish  policy,  and  the  Emperor  ALKXANDBBf 
has  lately  taken  occasion  to  pay  a  marked  oompU-J 
ment  to  the  Chief  of  the  French  Government.  ■ 

The  eonfUet  between  Wia  Stote  and  the  Komnllll 
Catholic  L'hurch  in  Germany  has  continnod  witK*1 
unabated  acrimony.  An  election  in  the  early  x>art*] 
of  the  yeitf  gave  the  Govornmont  a  majority  of  lOoC^ 
in  the  Gorman  Parliament,  but  the  Cathouc  part^'l 
gained  60  seats.  A  measure  for  atill  further*^ 
incroaaing  the  national  forco  by  fixing  the  peooft.r  ' 
establishment  at  400,000  men,  ivns  opposed  by  thfl; 
Catholics  and  Extreme  Libert  ;  und  the  Chaa- 
collor  liiLi  on  more  than  one  occasion  been  dissatja.^'  J 
find  with  the  nnstcadinoss  of  hia  Miniaterial ' 
majority.  TIic  new  Ecclpsiitstical  Lawa  have  been '  _ 
enroroed  with  rigour,  liiahops  have  been  fined  and*  I 
imprisoned  for  contumacy,  and  Priests  have  aorae-'  I 
tinira  beon  arrosted  in  thoir  churches,  but  there  hai  *M 
hitherto  beon  no  genera!  display  of  irritation  among"  P 
the  Catholic  Inity,  An  obscure  fanatic,  however,'^ 
made  an  attempt  on  the  Ufa  of  Piiwia  B\a,'Si.»aj3t^"B 
mid  excused  his  crime  by  aaaeT\rmift\a\i\ia''Q^iKMeKj 
to  the  party  which  ia  knoTtam  ■?aT\'fl.\asi\'(.  ■**  C?^ 
CkthoJic  Centre.     In  an  a^sjcs  4sV*f»  **»  ^^"^^ 
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dbUot  committed  the  mistako  of  qootiiig  the  - 
!is«aBBin'a  deolaratiop  in  proof  of  the  complicity 
of  the  CatholicB  in.  ths  plot.  Although  Piinoe 
Bisuakck's  popularity  is  nnim]iairBd,  there  is  some 
reason  to  beiiavo  that  his  position  is  nut  absolutely 
secure.  UnivBrsal  surprise  was  eicited  hy  ttia 
arreat  oiid  prosecution  of  Hakry,  Count  von  Abniu, 
lately  Germaa  Ambassador  at  Paris.  The  Count, 
who  nae  cliarged  wittiembeKsilinKofBoial  documents 
of  various  kinds,  has  been  acquitted  by  the  Court 
of  First  Instajice  of  the  graver  olTence,  hut  he  has 
been  found  guilty  of  a.  brea,ah  of  a  statuto^  pro- 
hibition against  the  removal  of  documents.  In  the 
course  of  the  proceedings,  the  publication  of  a  por- 
tion of  Primse£LSMAB€K's  correspondence  on  French 
Si&ira  proved  to  he  more  interesting  than  the  litiga* 
tion  iteelf.  In  18T1  tlio  Ambustudor  had  been  re- 
proved for  his  encouragement  of  tJie  French  Legiti- 
njiets,  and  for  his  objecljou  to  an  approximation 
betveen  France  and  Italy.  With  mora  dispaj- 
«ionate  sagacity  Prince  Bi^aiakck  hstl  foreseen  that 
a,  rupture  betireen  Prance  and  Italy  would  involve 
Germany  in  trnr  ;  and  he  explained  to  Count  Akniu 
that,  wlnle  a  French  Republic  nauld  seek  in  vain 
tor  allies,  Austria  would  welcome  the  restoration  of 
Monarchy  in  Franco,  and  even  Russia  might  per- 
haps intercede  on  behuJf  of  a  French  King  for  a  re- 
mission of  some  pori^ion  of  tlie  Indemnity.  The 
bitter  tone  of  .the  corrospondeuce  derived  signifi- 
cance from  tha  fact  tliut  Count  AiuiiM  nevertheless 
retAinod  his  post  for  three  years  longer.  Accord- 
ing .  to  Prussian  and  German  practice,  an  Ambas- 
sador acknowledges  a  divided  allegiance,  receiving 
instructions  from  the  Foreign  Minister,  but  holding 
office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Sovereign.  It  saema 
certain  that  Prmce  Bismabce  had  not  been  able  to 
obt-ain  the.  Emferok's  consent  to  the  dismiGsal  of 
^ii  Jinbassador  who  mig^t  be  considered  his  own 
rival.     When  Germans  Vart-  tin\  ■rn'OaoaV  ■^Uutihta 
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grounds,  of  tlie  perfect  or^nization  of  their  Oirit 
Service,  they  may  be  fairly  reminded,  notwith.- 
Btanding  a  receat  aemi-afficial  defence  of  thalt 
diplomatic  staff,  that  in  its  highest  ranks  theit 
■eema  lo  be  u  faulty  Eystem  of  diw:ip1iiie.  Ai 
Engliflli  Ambassador  nho  disobeyed  orders  miglfft 
not  be  prose  on  ted  three  years  after  wards  ii  ' 
Criminal  Court,  but  he  would  be  auinmarily 
Called.  All  parties  in  France  have,  ns  might 
espected,  uswl  Prince  BisMiP.cit'a  candid  expre»« 
Biuiis  of  opinion  as  a  text  for  reciprocal  attacks  am. 
recriminations.  The  Roynlista  remark  that  thds 
■Ucoeas  would  have  been  unwelcome  to  the  OarmBBJ 
"  Minister  in  1871,  and  the  Rcpubiicans  reply  th^ 
the  voluntary  publication  ot  his  despatchei  '  """^ 
proves  that  his  opinions  are  now  reversed. 
IS,  happil;^  no  reaann  to  apprehend  at  pi'esent  bi 
BOrioiB  European  complications.  Rubs  '  " " 
Germany  have  concurred  witli  Austria  in 
the  PoHTE  to  concede  to  the  Roumanian  Govbi 
jnent  the  right  of  concluding  Comraorcial  Oonvear 
tions,  and,  as  Bnglojid  and  li^ance  have  lately  r^' 
commended  compliance  with  the  demand,  Tork^ 
will  probably  make  the  conceasion.  While  ttM 
bonds  between  Constantinople  and  the  European 
dependencies  are  in  process  of  gradual  rvlaxaliou, 
E^pt  advances  in  prosperity  and  power.  The 
troops  of  the  Kbedive  under  Colonel  Gokpow  have 
annexed  the  territory  of  Darfur,  which  is  said  to 
contain  a  population  of  five  millions,  and  the  <xm^ 
struction  of  a  railway  fi'oni  the  former  Egyptidfel 
frontier  to  Khartoom  ia  to  1^  soon  commencad; 
The  extension  of  u  comparatively  civili^ted  dominiotig 
over  a  barbarous  and  misgoverned  region  may  pr^ 
bably  be  advaniagcous. 

The  ttneventfiu  diploinatdo  year  has  been  's^uieft 
by  the  aasemblaAe  of  a  Conference  at  Brussels,  dn^ 
the  invitation  otthe  Emperor  of  Rirssu,  to  diacuti' 
propomli  for  the  mitigation  of  th«  «ii^>A'w4< 


At  0  time  wlien  iieuly  every  Coatinental  (iOTein-- 
ment  is  engu^ed  iii  Bcaemes  for  amiiug  &iid  diiUiog 
its  irliolo  lua^  popiUatioiL  tho  ooutiaaency  of  war  js 
mily  too  probiibL'.  Tile  RuEniui  overture  was 
probably  Biig;;i.<stuil  by  genuinu  motives  ' 
hmiiaiiity  ;  but  it  would  lmv<i  boeii  unwise:  to  o 
lnok  tlio  pi-obubility  tliiit  gfoat    militaiy  Powers 


iglit  bo  influuiioud  by  h  prujudicu  iii  f&voui'  of 
roKuiui*  ai'iiiiuB.  Witli  tuu  full  LoucuiTouce  of  Eiiff- 
liJi  public  opiuioii  Loi'd  Deiibv  only  conaonted  ia 
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take  part  ia  thu  Coiiforcuce  uudur  reBcrvea  whiob 
weie  alnioat  equiTalunt  to  &  r^naftL  Li  the  first 
place  hu  Btipalatud  tlutt  the  CoufurcQce  ■hoold 
whally  nbstiun  !ro»  dooliug  wibli  uiBj^tioic  warfare ; 
and  he  ^ve  uotiuu  that  tlm  English  Govermuent 
would  uol  consent  to  auy  change  in  Intei'national 
Idiiv.  A  military  ddtgatu  was  sent  to  BrusstJa 
without  the  ci'oduutialtt  of  a  plenipotentiary,  under 
ordera  to  talie  the  iustructioos  of  his  Goveinmunt 
Dn  oTory  important  question.  Baron  JoitiNi,  the 
Russian  plenipotentiaiT,  who  presided  over  tha 
Conference,  and  General  Voiors-RinsTZ,  who  repre- 
sented the  German  Government,  proposed  a  larsa 
extension  of  tho  powers  of  invading  armioii,  and  a 
correspondog  restriction  of  the  i^ht  of  p<|a)ular 
defence.  The  delogates  of  tho  Ketherlands,  of 
Belgium,  and  of  Switzerland  nutui'ally  protested 
iigainat  the  ci'oation  of  inore-asod  facilities  for  terri- 
torial c«nnui!Bt,  and  Sir  Ai-fOKD  Hoiuiroui,  the 
Eloglislt  deWate,  in  pursuance  of  his  iiistractioliB, 
reserved  all  £sputed  points  for  the  consideraticui 
of  his  Govyrumcut.  Tlio  Conference  Jed  to  no 
serious  resnlt,  but  the  importaaua  whicl>  is  attuched 
by  the  Bussion  Government  to  its  proposaJs  is 
shown  by  an  inyitatiou  to  attend  a.  second  Con- 
ference at  St.  Petersburg.  Neither  Eottland  nor 
the  minor'States  will  ckmge  the  policy  which  they 
announced  at  Brassels,  but  it  is  thought  probable 
that  the  tluee  ImseimV  Qc»xNa  voa  vaxe  oa.  the 


adoption  of  nilea  of  war  which  will  bs  btnding  oa 

themselves. 

Wliile  the  only  esception.  to  the  peaaeable  state  of 
Europe  IwB  been'tamiahed  by  tlie  Civil  War  in 
Spain,  tlio  Spanish  portion  of  the  American  Con- 
tinent has  not  besQ  more  than  ordinarily  diBturbod. 
the  rebellion  in  Cuba  neither  advances  nor  recedes. 
The  inaurgents  have  not  yet  eetabliahcd  either  an 
army  or  a  Government,   nor   have   they   obtained 

Eoesession  of  any  conBidorablo  town.  On  the  other 
and,  the  Captoin-Ocueral  is  unable  to  extend  Ma 
authority  over  the  interior  of  the  island,  uid  the 
drain  for  reinforcenients  of  the  Colonial  Army 
forma  a  serious  addition  to  the  difficulties  of  the 
Mother  Country.  The  Preaident  of  the  UNrrED 
States,  in  his  recent  Message,  referi,  as  usual,  to 
the  hopolessness  of  the  restoration  of  Spanish 
authority,  but  the  original  report,  which  attributed 
to  him  the  use  of  strangely  tbreateoing  language, 
has  been  refuted  by  the  test  of  the  Message,  ana 
there  is  no  immediate  reason  to  apprehend 
American  interference.  The  Republic  of  Guatemala 
has  made  atonement  by  apoli^y  and  compenaatioa 
for  an  outrage  on  an  Englisn  Vice-Consul,  The 
Governiueiit  of  Chili  still  delftva  satiafaetioD  for  » 
similar  otl'cnee.  There  ia  a  Civil  War  in  Veuezuela, 
•ad  one  of  the  same  character  has  been  diiiturbiiie 
Peru,  An  insurrection  against  a  new  Preaitlont  (w 
the  Argentine  Confederation  has  been  termituited 
by  the  easy  defeat  and  submission  of  the  leader. 
General  Miihe.  In  the  United  States  an  election 
for  Congress  has  diacloaed  a  reaction  against  the 
Eepublican  party  which  bears  ai  superficial  resem- 
blance to  the  defeat  of  the  Liberals  in  England. 
The  causes  of  the  political  change  are  both  complex 
and  intelligible.  The  Republicans  have  administered 
public  all'airs  witliout  an  interval  sincH  tlie  acce«- 
Bion  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  1861.  The  success  of  theh; 
[tolioy  during  the  irar  condrmed  Uuk  ^'«<ii\. 
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08  luud,  security  led  to  presumption  and  abui  . 
The  Federal  Government  and  the  majority  of  Coa- 
creBs  countenanced  the  proceedings  of  nnprincipled 
Northern  adventurera  w]io,  by  means  of  the  fran- 
ohiie  recently  conferred  on  the  negroes,  obtMned 
control  of  the  Govemniont  in  many  of  the  Southern 
States.  In  Louiainna  a  Jud;^  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
recognized  the  Republican  Govomment  which  hfidi 
been  fraudulently  elected,  and  by  order  of  the 
President  the  Federal  troops  enforced  his  ded»i 
sion.  Many  of  the  Bepublicaji  leaders  in  Congrefla 
exposed  themselves  to  well-founded  (jiarges  of 
personal  corruption,  and  the  majority  pro- 
vohed  popular  indignation  by  voting  to  them- 
selvea  and  to  the  Presidkxt  an  increaaa  ol 
salary,  with  aiTeara  fi-om  the  date  of  the  last  elec- 
tion. Mr.  SrM^Bii,  always  a  bosy  and  intolerant 
philanthropist,  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  Civil 
Rights  Bill  which  purjiorted  to  confer  on  the 
negroes  dvil  equality  in  achools,  in  tlie  right  to  the 
use  of  public  conveyances,  and  iu  all  social  relations 
which  could  be  reached  by  law.  After  his  death, 
which  occurred  early  in  the  year,  liis  friends  paid 
an  injudicious  compliment  to  hia  memory  by  forcing 
the  Civil  Rights  Bill  through  tlie  Senate,  but  i1 
failed  to  receive  tlie  sanction  of  the  Jlouse.  It  waa 
known  that  tlie  PkesidEsi  was  prepared  to  inter- 
pose Ills  veto,  nor  could  any  measnre  be  more  dis- 
tasteful to  the  community  at  large.  Another  cause 
of  diasatisfaction  was  a  suggestion,  supposed  to 
proceed  from  the  Prbsidest  himself,  that,  in  viola- 
tion of  uniform  ciiatoni,  he  sliould  be  re  elected  For 
a  tliird  term  of  oflico.  WASHisoTOfr  hud  declined  a 
third  term,  and  uo  such  proposal  had  been  made 
in  favour  of  any  of  his  succaseors.  General  GuiNT'a 
military  services  are  probably  not  so  fresh  In  general 
recollection  as  at  the  close  of  the  war  ;  and  if  ha 
lias  not  conspicuousVy  Ixi^i.  in  civil  office,  he  hna 
gained  neitlieriiipop^TAVja'ii"iiii''¥*^'*>aa-" 
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memberB  of  his  family  have  been  implicated  in  tha 
numerous  corrupt  transactiona  of  the  lost  fewyeRrs, 
and    the    Pbe.siiibkt    bimself    has    not    sliown    a 
Borupnltius   regard  to  the   characterB   of  his  official  1 
nominees  or  of  his  private   associatca.     In   the  out-,  j 
goin^  OongresB,  which   sui^ivea  till  March,  tlie  Ra-    . 
publicans    have   a   majority  of  a    hundred.      Tha 
recently  elected  Congi-eas  will  meet  in  December 
with  a  Democratic  majori^  of  fittj.     The  party- 
which  UDBxpectedly  succeeds  to  power  is  hamperea 
by  no   ixtlitioal   pledges,  and  it  mil  satisfy  the  ex- 
pectations of  the  cot^tituenciea  if  it  acoids  the 
errors  and  obliquities  to  which  the  RepubUcana  owe . 
their   dufoat.     Some   auiprise  was   caused  by   the 
omission  in  the  F[iesi1)£Mt'3  recent  Message  to  Coa- 
greaa   of  any   reference    to   a   Kociproeity    Treaty 
betweeii  the  United   States  and  Canada  which  had 
been  negotiat^jd  between  Mr.  Fish  and  the  English . 
Miniater,  wlio  was  assiated  by  a  Canadian  iwllo^ue,    , 
The   former  treaty  was   denounced  by  the  Unitodij 
States   Government  immediately  after   the  close  onf 
the  Oivii  War,  partly  in  consequence  of  the  prevail-J 
ing  irritation,  and  in   grent   measure   thi-oiigh  th«JI 
influence  of  domeatic  monopolists.     Although  thfl^ 
progress  of  commerce  and  navigation  in  Canada  has  I 
iince  been  extraordinarily  rapid,  additional  freedonij^ 
of  intercourse   would    be    advantageous    to    botd^ 
countries.      The  United  States  Congress   would^n 
perhaps,  not  be  unwilling  to  reduce   the   dntiea  .ott,l 
banadian  produce,  if  security  were  provided  again  " 
the  influx  of  English   goods.     If  the  Canadians,  c 
the  other  part,  consented  to  admit   imports  Erool  1 
the  Unitfld   Ktaten   at  low  rates  of  duties,  it  wouI4,l 
be  difficult  to  withhold  corresponding  facilities  frontjl 
English  trade.     Lord  Derby  and  Lord  OiRKARvolM 
lately  assured  a  deputation  that   the  Royal  assent'* 
should  not  be  given  to  any  Canadian  Bill  by  which 
dilfcrential   duties   might   be   imposed   on  Bnalish 
produce.    Their    declaration  iflWj^  ■^li^ib,'^,  W*-!* 
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disinctiseil  the  United  States  Gnferninent  to  p 
ceed  fiirtliBr  with  the  project  of  the  treaty. 

Almost  tho  oaly  political  occurrence   ia  EnglntriW 
eince  the  close  of  the   Session  has  been  the  complft^l 
tion   of   the   anticipated    anneTation    of   the    , 
Islands,     When  Liird  CiE-NiKvos  announced  th^ 
Sir   Hksoules  Eobinsoji,  Governor  of  New  Souti 
Wales,  had  been   authorized  to  make  the  necesau^S 
inquiries   and,   at    his    discretion,    to    accept    tlM|fl 
cession,  there  could  he  little   doubt   of  the  re»ul^ 
The  Conuniasioner  had   only  to  aacert'un  that  tl 
who  professed  to  represent   the  islanders  corner 
to   withdraw   the    rostrictioas  which   they  had   *^X 
tempted  to  impose  and   to  malie   on   Tin  conditional  fl 
surrender  of  all  sovereign  rights.    Tlie  ialnndA  wi^  I 
be  administered  by  a  Governor  with  ample  powor*   t 
as  a  Crown  Colony,  and   in  time  the   hopes  of  th«^ 
promoters   of  the   annexation  will,    doubtless,   ba| 
justified.     For  the  present,  the  nuw  acquisition  haB  J 
been  chiefly  useful  in  providing  Mr.  Disrakli  wiWl 
the  materiida  of  an  eloquent  a^tament  that  tha  pre^L 
Bent  Govommeut   had  already  extended  the  area  06 1 
the  Colonial  Empire. 

At  home  trade  throughout   the  year  hai  beelT  I 
dull,  although  there  has  been  no  extreme  com^  1 
niercial  depression.    According  to  the  latest  returnf  I 
the  exports  have  increased  in  quantity,  though  no^ 
in  money  value,  since   prices  luvs,  in  almost  everj 
eaao  declined.    The  iron  trade,  which  had  during,  , 
two  or  throe  previous  years  been  estraordinarity,  I 
active,  had  become  luiremunerative  through  its  own 
operation   in  raising  the   price  of  coa).     Since  tha 
beginning  of  the   year  ironmasters   and  workers  ii^ 
iron  have  been  compelled  to  contract  their  opera- 
tions, and  a  large   reduction   has   been  made  '     "   ' 
rat«   of  wages.     The   price   of  coal   also  is  L-_— ^ 
I'ediiced,  though  it  is  still  much  higher  than  befor*' 
the  recent  rise.     The  Urge  ca^\M  wUich  has  been 
expended  within  »  lean  ot  ^i'sq  oii-ww^Jiaciso. 
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eoirooly  as  yot  have  increased  the  aiipply.  In  ooii- 
BCQuence  of  the  high  price  of  cont  and  iron,  and  of 
a  lai^s  increase  both  in  the  rate  oF  wcges  and  in  tha 
number  of  persons  emplojed,  railvray  divideiida 
have  lieen  unusually  low,  and  althoupli  the  eftect  of 
th»  till  in  pricus  will  be  felt  in  the  accounts  of  tha 
current  htdf-yuar,  the  market  value  of  railiray  stocks 
is  for  tha  present  greatly  depreciated.  The  varia- 
tioni  in  the  rate  of  discount  have  extended  over  a 
smaUur  tarfge  than  in  1873.  At  the  beginning  ol 
the  year  the  mte  was  4J  ;  in  the  suminer  and  early 
autumn  it  gradually  fell  to  2 J,  and  it  has  since 
risen  to  tha  present  rate  of  6  per  cent.  Tliere  was, 
for  the  first  time  in  three  or  four  years,  a  good 
wheat  harvest,anJ  farmers  are  tolerably  prosperous. 
Some  anxiety  has  been  caused  by  a  strike  and 
locfc-out  of  agricultural  labourers  in  Suffolk,  which 
lasted  for  three  or  toTxe  months.  Tlie  movement 
was  caused  not  so  much  by  local  dissatiafaction  as 
by  the  instigation  of  the  managers  of  the  Union, 
who  had  simultaneously  instituted  a  similar  opera- 
tion  on  a  sm»!!er  scale  in  Lincolnshire.  Tlie  first 
commencement  of  the  struggle  was  a  strike  on 
some  large  farms  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  ;  and  the  fanners  instantly  accepted  the 
challenge  by  imposing  on  their  men  aa  a  condition 
of  employment  immediate  withdrawal  from  tha 
tinion.  The  contest  was  conducted  on  bath  sides 
with  unusual  pertinacity,  and,  on  tha  whole,  with 
creditable  faimesa  and  good  humour.  There  are 
few  instances  of  a  prolonged  cessation  of  labour 
during  which  ao  (cw  outrages  were  committod. 
Tbe  result  proved  that  the  Union  workmen  had 
overrated  thoir  own  strength  and  the  urgency  ol 
tiieir  employers'  necessities.  On  every  farm  ttiera 
is  a  superfluous  employment  of  labour,  which  can 
be  suspended  at  discretion  ;  the  farmers  and  theii 
•ona  exerted  themselves  ta  do  sonio  part  of  tht 
work  of  the  fariB.  ajid  it  waa  lo-Mift.  -^"MSSsa  m^ 
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aii^ply  to  some  extent  tlio  places  of  the  laoourers  od 
strike  by  Euhstitutes  who,  if  less  efficient  thnn  the 
tegnUr  Isands,  were  still   licit  whoUj  uselesB.     Tho 
laliourura  persevered   till   the  borvefct,  but    when 
they  found  that  the  farmers  were  getting  in  the 
cum  withaut  their  aid  they  wore   adnsed,  even  Iqr 
the   Council   of  the   Union,  to   Bubmit  to  superior 
force.      As   in  all  suoh  coaes,   the   Btrike  and   itq 
results   only  amounted   to  a  costly  experimerit,  by    ' 
whiuh  both  partiea  aacertained  the  propootion  of  thft^   ■ 
)Uppiy  of   labour   to   the   demand.     It  has  at  tha  J 
jaroe   time   been   proved  that,  ainong  employera  cff  J 
labour,  farmera   are  not   the   moat  timid  oi  " 

pliable.  When  a  Taciincy  eoon  afterwards  oc 
In  the  representation  of  the  neigbboui-ing  county 
Cambridge,  tha  toaaiit  farmers  almost  unanimousi 
chose  1'kv.  BouwELL  as  their  meinber,in  consequent 
of  the  active  part  vrhich  he  had  taken  as  Chnirma 
of  the  Associated  Fai'mors  of  tho  Bury  St.  Edmuni 
difltrict. 

Mr.   Glaosto.ib  lias   occupied    his    loiaure    i 
relieved  the  duluGBS  of  the  Recess  by  tho  publi 
tion   of  two  pumphletB,  which   could  acarcelybavl 
been    expected     to    proceed     from    an    esj'rin 
Minister  imd  Loader  of  Opposition.    An  apolo|^ 
for  moderate   lUtuBlism   would,  perhaps,  o;d^  havi 
interested   readers    of   historical    or    ecclesiutica 
tastoa     but    for    a    statement     that     converts    U. 
Catholioiam  since  the  date  of  the  "Vatican  CouncjL 
forfeited  their  civil  freedom  and  compromised  thoic  1 
allegiance.     The   Irish  and  iloman  Catholic  news^l 
papers  expreesod  strong  resentment  at  an  imputai?*fl 
tion  vrhich  was,  independently  of  its  juatico,  poll  J 
tically  indiscreet.     The  provocation   and  tho  I'^pln 
would   probably  soon  have   been   forgotten,  if  Mr  J 
Glapstonb  had  rot  thought  fit  to  vindicato  hii 
accuracy  by  a  second  paraph  let,  in  which  hecarnesty 
invited  Romim  Cafiw^^csUi  ^ooMm  their  lojfdy 
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multitadinouB  circulation  ck'i  justify  autborahip, 
Mr.  Glasstoke  may  boast  of  a  literary  triumph. 
It  IB  said  that  hia  pamphlet  lias  been  Hold  in  laiger 
mimbeTB  than  the  moat  popular  novel,  and  zoaloua 
Hon  con  tor  mist  minUtera  have  congratulated  him 
on  atatenienta  and  ailments  whicli  are  scarcely 
tliosB  of  a  tJiovongligoing  Pi'oteBtant.  The  dilfer- 
encoa  between  the  "  Komisli  "  and  the  Reformed 
Churches  have  not  been  perceptibly  e^ravated  by 
the  decrees  of  tha  Vatican  Council,  but  Mr.  Glad- 
STONB  has  persuaded  himself  that  the  spiritual 
liberty  of  moderate  Roman  Catholics  lias  been  com- 
pr.  inised  by  the  elevation  of  the  thBory  of  Intalli- 
bility  into  an  obligatory  di^;ma.  His  generoua 
cbampioiuliip  of  t!ie  rights  of  a  communion  which 
is  not  his  own  has  been  gratefully  acknowledged  by 
three  or  four  Jloman  Catholics  of  rank  and  oharaoter. 
Lord  AcTOK,  woll  known  as  a  favourite  pupil  of  Dr. 
BOllcjobr,  iu  discussing  Mr.  Gladstone's  proposi- 
tions with  profuse  learning,  has  proved  tlutt  no 
poasihlo  Dxtravagance  of  Papal  pretonsioiiH  is  with- 
out ample  precedent.  Gii  tlio  other  hand,  Arch- 
bishop Manniho  and  Moiisignor  Capel  have  under- 
taken, with  more  or  less  success,  to  answer  Mr. 
ULAJjaroNK,  who  has  ofiactcd  his  object  in  showing 
that  Catholics,  liku  Frotostants,  are  not  absolutely 
unanimous.  Whether  it  was  the  ta5k  of  a  atatea- 
uan  to  demonstrate  tliat  aomo  millions  of  the 
QC£EN'3  uubjects  must  bo  either  illogical  or  dia- 
Iriyal  may  be  pardonably  doubled,  A  possible  and 
probable  Minister  shows  a  highly  nnselQsh  indiffer- 
ence to  his  own  interest  by  doing  hia  beat  to  die- 
solve  the  alliance  of  hia  party  with  the  Boman 
Catholic  members. 

The  political  and  literary  Obituary  of  the  year  is, 
happily,  scanty.  Two  members  of  a  sect  or  party 
of  forty  years  ago,  which  has  lately  been  recalled  to 
recollection  by  contemporary  memoira,  have  died 
within  a  few  days.    Lord  Rouelly,  a  diaeiule  at  thst. 
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elder  Mill,  iros  a  paioat&king  lawyer,  and,  M 
Attorn  ey-Guneial,  he  framed  and  aarriad  the  iJA- 
poi-taut  Bill  which  still  regulates  the  sals  «(i 
Encumbered  Landed  Estates  in  Iroland.  Duri~~' 
his  judicial  career  of  more  Uiau  twenty  yMH 
Master  of  tlie  Rolls,  LnidRoinLLV  was  iudefftt'  —  '' 
laborioiiB.anil  lio  was  rajiid— some  taitica  cons™ 
too  rapid — in  his  deciaious.  In  his  priTate 
Ijord  BoMiLLT  northily  snHtahiod  the  chan 
which  he  inherited  ;  aud  hu  was  a  highly  oiiltivi 
and  ognieablo  moinber  of  sooioty.  Mr.  CiiA] 
AcsTiN,  wiio  accompliiliud  uothing  except  the  . 
cumulation  of  u  large  fortune  by  bis  profeiiiui 
ability,was,  nevertheluaa,  perhaps  the  most  briU'~ 
and  one  uf  the   ablest  men  of  his  time.     If  he . 

E referred  ambition  to  profit,  he  might  probal^' 
ave  been  Lord  Chancellor  or  Prime  Minister,  oc 
he  might  at  will  have  achieved  a.  literary  reputa- 
tion. His  foronaio  powers  have  never  been  sur- 
|jaaaed,and  the  fowsurrivorswho  shared  IiisBOoiety 
m  his  earlier  yeura  always  describe  faitn  as  the 
acutest  and  wittiest  of  men.  H.  Van  db  Wbtbb, 
though  a  foreigner  by  birth  and  in  Ids  diplomatiii 
chaructor,  had,  by  Ion"  residunee  uiid  sacial  habits, 
come  to  be  regarded  abnost  as  uii  Bnglishioalt. 
Tluving  in  his  youth  taken  an  active  part  in  tha 
Belgian  Revoluis*))  of  1830,  he  found  eusj  aooeas 
to  diplomatic  employ niout,  for  which  he  possessed 
remarkable  aptitudo.  Having  soon  acquired  " 
confidence  of  King  Lropolo,  he  was  for  many  yc 
both  the  oHieial  representative  in  England  ^ 

Belgian  Government   and  the  confidential  medii 

of  much  of  the  friendly  iutercourae  between  th»i' 
Etiglish  and  Belgian  Courts.  As  hia  children  wste 
fivm  family  reasons  brought  up  sa  Eiiglisliiubjoots, 
be  identified  himself  with  tlie  intOTests  ot  hia 
Adopted  country  while  he  was  at  the  same  time  aM 
—icompromiaing     Belgian   patriot.       He    was 

iduoiu  book  coUoQtoi  am  «ci  aiE(W''Kwx  -  -  - 


iros   M^^H 
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and  Ills  memory  on  literary  aud  liibliographiauL 
mattora  was  larelj  at  faiJt.  In  liis  later  years  he 
Bometinies  aniusetl  hmiself  by  iDdioating  tlie  shelf 
ill  tbo  Koyal  Library  at  Bruasels  on  wiiich  acinie 
rare  work  might  bo  found,  if  it  l>ail  not  been  moved 
Ginoe  ho  was  t!iu  yomig  ILbrariun  of  the  colleotioo. 
Tho  deBth  of  the  famous  travuIiLT,  Dr.  Livisostosk, 
though  it  occuniid  aomo  months  before,  vroa  only 
known  in  England  in  llio  present  year.  Originally 
visitin:;  Africa  as  a  Presbyttrian  missionary,  he 
Boon  obeyed  thu  bunt  of  hia  natural  genius  by 
devoting  the  rcuiaindur  of  hia  life  to  geographical 
discoveries.  Thu  Imrdships  and  daugei-s  of  his  long 
career,  and  the  additions  which  he  made  to  hia 
special  bmiich  of  knowledge,  ai'o  genei-ally  known, 
fur  scarcely  any  greut  imveUer  hoa  buen  so  fully 
appreciated  in  hia  lifetune.  Font  or  five  years  ago 
a  reportof  his  death  wna  almost  universally  believed, 
though  liis  veteran  fiiend  and  patron,  Sir  Hohbrick 
MuBcBIsoN,  Kteadily  refusod  to  accept  tho  story  aa 
true.  It  waa  not  tilt  after  the  death  of  the  gallant 
old  President  that  Dr.  Livingstone  was  found,  far 
in  the  intoiior,  by  an  adventurous  American,  Ha 
■was  still  bent  on  completing  the  taaK  of  discovering 
the  sources  of  tho  Nilu  and  oxaminiDg  the  neigh- 
bouring districts,  when  he  at  hut  succumbed  to 
fatigue  and  disease.  TTi»  remajiis  were  bi'ought  to 
the  coast  by  faithful  native  attendants,  and  he  has 
since  been  litly  honoured  with  a  fuuei-al  in  Wcst- 
minater  Abbey, 

An  event  which  may  perhaps  deserve  notice  no- 
currod  in  the  early  ,i»art  of  the  year.  The  Loap 
Chief  Justu'e  began  hia  summing  up  on  the  ItlSth 
day  of  the  Tiuhboriiu  trial ;  mid  the  tthd  ended  in 
the  conviction  of  Arthur  Ortox  on  two  assi^- 
monts  of  perjury  on  the  188th  day.  The  civil 
action  in  which  the  pei'juiy  had  been  committed 
had  a  year  before  occupied  tlie  attention  of  the  late 
Omss  JusncE  of  the  Couuok  Fl£ab  for  several 


I 


fDontlis.  Both  trials  bad  excited  unprecedented 
interest;  and  there  hud  been  considerabte  difiWrenca 
tof  opinion,  even  among  intelligent  persons,  u 
bir  JonN  CoiERiDoE,  in  bis  eJaboratd  speech 
Rhe  defendants  in  the  action  of  ejectment, 
Vunvely  expoacid  the  gigantio  fraud  which  had 
Vttempted.  From  that  time  the  only  believei 
'  e  claim  of  Okton  were,  witli  some  curiotis  es 
wons,to  bo  found  among  the  uneducated  multitia 
Vhich  demanded  with  an  explicable  confuuo^ 
toought  that  iustioe  should  be  diMie  to  one 
^omonalt;  wno  by  tbe  very  assumption  woa 
idmitted  to  be  an  impostor.  The  main  interest  ol 
"  1  whole  litigation  wna  derived  from  tho  light 
ich  was  thrown  on  the  infirmity  of  human 
_..morv  andbiiman  judgment,  ami  from  the  curious 
Itiectacle  of  an  imposture  which  soemed  to  acquire 
Qausibilitj  aa  it.  grow.  The  criminal  himself  only 
Bftmed  his  kssnu  by  degrtus,  dispiuyiiig  aingutiu 
.Mnnin»  in  extracting  information  from  thuaa  who 
believed  thomaelvia  to  be  testing  tho  genuineness 
'if  his  protcnsions.  Similar  fnmda  have  more  than 
ince  been  attempted,  but  none  have  collapsed  so 
lowly.  Aa  in  the  parallel  case  of  popular  supersti- 
'  aa,  echoes  of  tlie  fading  deluaiou  ore  still  frS^H 
e  to  time  obsourely  heard  among  the  populace.^H 


1875. 

The  year  1375  will  be  remembered,  not  by  any 
''  ''  '  event,  but  aa  tlie  date  of  aome  definite 
1  the  history  of  political  change.  A  year 
_o  Spain  was  nominally  a  Republic,  while  Franca 
Sieaitated  to  describe  existing  institutiona  by  their 
mroper  titlea.  The  Eastern  t^estion  atill  slept,  with 
,  tte  nnanimouB  and  auiioua  cowiivanee  of  Europe, 
arid  the  English  Qovernment  was  esertina  its  in- 
fluence Bt  CDualBn^^iOQ^^    ^  in^^vl  fihipownet 
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and  freigtiters  Dgainst  thslincroascd  demands  of 
the  Suez  Canal  Company.  Both  Franco  and  Spain, 
have  aince  advnncod  nearor  to  the  unknown  con- 
ioquencea  of  s.  long  period  of  tranaition  ;  and  tha 
Great  Powers  are  unwillingly  diseusaiog  the 
raotiiodfl  by  which  a  Turkish  catastrophe  may  bo 
ance  more  averted  or  postponed.  In  tlio  domeatio 
pohtiiv  of  England  there  ia  little  change  to  record, 
axcept  that  the  Government,  being  one  year  older, 
baa,  partly  by  the  mero  lapBc  of  time,  and  also  by 
some  administFatire  mlBcarriages.  rubbed  off  sono 
of  the  gloBH  of  its  popularity.  The  Farliamentiry 
Seaaion  had,  on  the  whole,  left  a,  balance  of  credit 
to  the  account  of  the  Ministers,  and  it  liad  de- 
finitely confirmeil  their  tenure  of  olKce  by  proving 
that  they  had,  for  the  present,  no  formidable  com- 
bination to  fear.  Lord  Haktinctos,  whoae  ap- 
pointment to  the  poat  of  Leader  of  tha  Oppoaition 
18  non  universnlly  approved,  has  on  more  tlian  ons 
□r.caiion,  in  the  course  of  the  Recess,  waiTied  his 
followers  tliat  they  cannot  expect  a  apeedy  return 
to  power.  In  the  meantime  lie  prudently  teaches 
them,  by  precept  and  exanjple,  the  expediency  oH 
exercising  a  critical  vigilance  which  has  not  been 
deprived  of  fitting  opportunities. 

Much  uneasiness  and  some  irritation  have  been 
createdbyaserieaof  accidenUinthoNavy.  One  costly 
ironclad  man-of-war  has  been  sunk  by  another ;  and 
there  have  since  been  two  more  accidents,  which 
might  have  been  followed  by  Bcrious  cnnBenuenoes. 
The  dedsiuQ  of  aCoort-Mortial  on  the  losBof  the  Van- 
guard was  partially  reversed  by  the  Admiralty;  aud 
the  oiiicial  inquiries  into  otheruntoward  events  have, 
conseqnentljy,  not  commanded  popular  confidence. 
The  same  Department  was  unlucky  in  isBuing  an 
ill-advised  document,  for  which  the  Foreign  Office 
was,  perhaps,  really  responsible.  Local  disputes 
and  emberrdssmcnts  had  arisen  in  some  foreign 
ports,  where  the  presence  of  Eii^lUh.%lv\'^cA-«%s 


I  offered  temptations  of  escape  to  Glaves.  The  boat' 
taen  at  Rio  Janeiro  and  ths  pearl  fishery  on  tlie 
coasts  of  tUo  Ked  Svi  aro  fur  tlie  most  part  bIbvbb  ; 
Bnd  endkas  (^lutrrela  might  ari«e  if  the^  weM 
altoffed  to  claim  their  libei-t;  as  often  as  their 
occupation  tosk  tbom  on  board  an  English  cruiser. 
It  WHS  probably  expedient  to  furnish  navij  officera 
with  instnictiona  of  which  the  puqporl  would  hava 
been  di'terniinod  bj  the  exei-dsa  of  common  sense, 
vrithout  need  of  profoimd  i-osearches  into  public 
law.  There  was  no  ocoaaion  tor  publicity,  nor  is  it 
Busy  to  comiitehond  the  motjcea  which,  induced 
■ome  indiscreet  functionary  of  tho  Admindty  or  ths 
Foreign  OHice  to  proFoke  a  Btorni  of  indfenation 
by  the  issue  of  an  claborjite  Circular  on  Fugitivo 
Slaves.  Pronositiona  which  were  said  to  be  aano- 
finned  by  tlie  highest  professional  antholitiea 
itiight,  perhaps,  seem  to  otGciat  laymen  to  be  \ef(al, 
but  tiic  wpaltest  politioa]  instinct  ought  to  have 
antioi_ptttad  the  gratuitous  nnpopuliirity  of  the 
doctrmes  which  were  promulfpitcd.     Conimiindara 


I  of  the   Qui 

I  refuse  an  oay 
I  Burrender,  on 
m  ight  have  oi 
I  Circular  w 


i  ships  were  directed  not  only  t 
lum  to  slaves  in  foreign  waters,  but  to 
I  their  return  to  port,  fugitives  who 
ime  on  board  on  the  high  sens.  The 
I  instantly  denonnced  on  independent 
I  p'ounda  by  two  classes  of  objeolors,  who  might, 
I  jointly  or  sepamtely,  be  considered  to  include  the 
\  ■whole  community.  It  was  apjiarontly  impltod  in 
I  the  Circular  fliut  an  English  man-of-warwas  subjeot 
I  to  foreign  jurisdiction  ;  and  the  national  antipathy 
I  to  sUvBiy  was  (litgrantly  diarefpirded.  In  discliiim- 
I  ine  the  r^ht  of  protecting  a  guest,  or  in  rolun- 
\  tartly  consigning  nim  to  Snvery,  tlia  authors  of 
[  the  Circular  were  equally  guilty  of  a  culpable 
■  blunder,  The  withdrawiil  of  ~the  Circular  by  the 
'ivernmont  wiis  at  the  same  time  a  reparation 
of  the  error  iind  aa  aAwssion  that  it  had  been 
committed  with  una.cc^nioSalA.iX^'vVs-  Toa^i-cwiiv- 
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.^on  will  not  fiiil,  wlion  Parlinraent  raeete,  to  ejaot 
I  strict  account  of  tlie  transaction,  which  those 
lolicemod  loay  find  it  difficult  to  ruiider.  Fortu- 
nately for  the  Uovernment,  the  auger  which  was  felt 
tn  the  counti7  has  long  since  snbiideil,  and  it  is  im- 
pufsible  toreiminiatQBdeadnettation.  Afew isolated 
uutakeg  have  little  elfed,  on  the  uonHdencewhichia 
■till  repoted  in  niaiiy  of  the  present  J>linist<;rB. 

Mr.  Habov  has  rodeemeil  the  pledges  which 
)m  gave  in  Parlfainent  hj  the  ueiie  of  strin- 
gent regulations  tci  prevent  thu  apprehended  re- 
rival  ol  purchaaa  under  colour  of  the  Act  for 
t«cilitatinK  cxcbangea.  Ho  has  altn,  with  the  aid 
of  his  mihtar;  adviaera,  adopted  a  plan  for  defenco 
against  invasion,  which  is,  perhaps,  too  ambiiioualy 
duBcribed  as  a  scheme  fur  the  ur(;:Lnizatiou  <~d  the 
Army.  Eight  Army  Ooips,  of  which  one  will  coii- 
Bisl  wholly  of  regular  troops,  will  ou  paptr  form  a 
force  of  283,000  men.  Turce  DLviaioiia  in  oauh 
Oorps  are  reHpooliveiy  divided  into  two  Brijfodea. 
O[:!ii,0U0men  in  ooch  Army  Coips,  23,000  ore  tobs 
lufaoiry.  Provision  is  to  he  niaile  for  a  small  army 
of  40,000  men  iivailablo  for  foreign  sorvice.  Tlia 
remainder  are  assj^fned  to  certain  districts  and 
puata  which  hiive  beun  ciirorully  aeltcted  for  the 
purpose  of  nitionul  defence.  In  the  rcnioto 
contingency  ot  a  tlirufitcnediiiviisti>n,tha  kiiawludge 
that  the  heads  of  t!io  Ai-ray  ainf  prepared  to  take 
the  necesdoiy  n^euHurcs  f/oxild  tend  to  prevent  mia. 
chievous  ptiiiicB,  That  it  is  impoaiihla  for  an  army 
which  depuuda  on  volnnterj'  riiuruiting  to  compete 
in  nuiubera  with  the  vast  i-'Htablisliuieiits  of  Conti- 
nental Powers  ia  no  new  discovery  to  friuiids  or  rivaU. 

Lord  CaI'.sahvon's  adudniibratioik  of  the  Colo- 
nial Office  given  general  s.itisfuctiou,  tliough  one 
oE  his  projects  baa  been  b^mponmly  detented, 
or,  perliiipa,  it  may  rather  be  said,  aUHpended, 
In  the  eiirty  part  nf  the  year  he  proposed,  in  a 
despatch  addi'usaGd  to  the  Qo^'erni^r  ot  the  (JaQe.^ 
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that  B  Conterenue  shnulU  bo  held  of  Delegates  fi 

Satal,    West   Griqualand,    and    tlie    Eastern    i 

WeBtern  Proviuces  of  tlie  Cupe,  and  that  the  Dutch 

ree   States  shnuld  also  he  invited  to  take  part  in 

e  procuedinga.     The   iirnst  urgent  niatter  for  con- 

jeration  was  the  adoption  of  Boni«  common  poliov 

towarda   the  natives   uf   the   interior.     In    Katal, 

jrhere  the    Caffres   outnumber   the  Eiiropfan   in- 

Jmhitanta  in  the  proportion  of  tan  to  one,  an  alleged 

KlttCQipD  at  iiiBurreutiun  had  recently  been  puniahe<) 

'yith  undue  severity.     It  teemed  a  natural  pre- 

Dilution  aj^nst  the  lisk  of  a  native  war  that  all  the 

BnsUah   and   Dutch  comraunities  should  agree  on 

uheir  relations  with  the  natives  in  peace.  Mid  that 

^ey  should  provide  a  couiiuon  defence  in  time  ^ 

To   meet  the   smcisl   case  of   Natal, 

ksHAitvoN'  appointecT  Sir  Gakmgt  Wolsklby  J 

temporary  Governor,  with  inBtructions  to : 

<   Provincial  Oonstitution  hy  giving  a  pi-e 

«  in  the  Counuil  to  the  nominees  ra  the  ' 

e  people  of  Natal   had  tlie   jjood  sense  to  accept 

i  proposed  arrsiiigeiiient  ;  and  they  would  have 

jifiered  no  objection  to  the  plan  of  a  Conference 

n  if  the  Goi-ornment  uf  a  Crown  Colony  had  not 

tgelf   been   competent   to  foiiu  a  decision.     Lord 

Sakkabvon   pi'oposed   to  leave  iu  the  discretion  of 

Wis  Delegatus  the  (Question  wlieth^-  they  would  con- 

^noder  the   possibility  ojid  expediency  of  a  South 

K3^i^>i  Federation.   His  ownjtidginent,  tliat  union 

■  Would    promote     the     prosperity    of    tlie    several 

COolanies  and  Republics,  waa  yilainly  intimated.     Ai 

I   scheme   has   sinoe    been    in   a  intiaBure  with* 

Lwn,    the    fonual    answer    of    the    Dutch    Ee- 

Voublics  to    tlie    invitation  lias  nut  been  receired. 

WT"   tfiB   ^^^    °^    ^^^   Qi:aiiga    Free   State  a  preli- 

"rniinarv  obieotVon  iiovCii^"tn\>'iJ^\'j\>MtoN«*£«-  MAi«e. 

-   to  the  recoRTiitwn  0%  \i^i\V>-i\'^*>^,^,'-<^ 


id  that 
imo^^^^ 


srt\)V'o:B.'Cis>ats' 


Is  pending.  The  receptinn  of  the  denpntch  at  the 
Caps  caused  Burprise  and  diEa,ppointmEi)it.  Tlie 
Ministers  of  the  Colony  laid  the  daspatch  before  the 
&.Bsembly,  with  &d  adverse  Minute  of  their  own  ap- 
pended to  it,  and  the  Chief  Minister,  Mr.  Moltbno, 
-     '--■j   speech  attacked   Lord   Cabnabvon's  poIiL'y 


Mr.  Moltbno  himself  was  one,  for  the  office  of 
Delegate.  The  Ministers  sll  complained,  not  with- 
out a  show  of  reason,  that  the  separate  represonta- 
tion  of  the  £astem  and  Western  Provinces  was  in- 
consistout  with  the  unity  of  the  C<>1ony.  Less 
stress  was  kid  in  arfjuraent  on  substantial  reasons, 
wliich  may  nevertheless  have  detoriiiined  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  proposal.  The  Cape  is  strong  enough  to 
protect  itself  aoainat  native  incursions,  and  the 
Colonies  maj-,  perhaps,  have  wished  that  the  defence 
of  its  weaker  neighbours  should  devolve  on  the 
Imperial  Uovsrnment  rather  than  on  themselves, 
The  policy  and  conduct  of  Mr.  Molteno  and  his 
colleagues  were  strongly  censured  by  their  op- 
ponents, und  there  has  been  nn  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  by  a  general  election  whether  the 
Ministers  wero  supported  by  a  prepondetancB  of 
public  opinion.  After  a  prorogation,  tlio  Legisla- 
ture was  again  convoked  late  in  the  autumn,  and  it 
was  expected  that  it  the  Ministers  t^ain  obtained  a 
tnajori^  the  Governor  would  resort  to  a  Dissolu- 
tion, In  the  meantime  Mr.  Frocde,  who  had  been 
provisionally  designated  by  Lord  Cabnarvok  as  his 
own  representative  at  the  proposed  Conference, 
undertook   a  political   tour,  in  which   he   defended  | 

the  pulicy  of  his   ohieC  sgainBt  the  objections  of  the  ■ 

Colonial  Mini strv.     It  is  possible  that  he  may  have         H 
won  over  froseJytea  to  the  Bcb.BK«j  lA  le&w.^'-Rnv,       1 
but  the  agitation  furniBhed  M.!,  IJi.oiitfS'a-'ir'STv*. 
new  and   well/ounded     ground  oi   T««\«Ba'«S'"^'^- 
3tr.  JTkoodb'b  flonti-official    or   fcxtibisjia^-*  V*"***^^ 
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could  Ktons  excuse  an  interference  in  tlie  afihirfl 
Belf-gcivemmg  Colony,  whicli  would  Jiavo  beei 
encroaehniGnt  on  the  part  of  iin  acknowlodged  i 
of  the  Imperial  Government.  When  respoi 
govemment   has  once  bean  conceded  tho  Sec 

of  Stale   tor  the   Colonioa  tnows  only  the  Gi. 

mont  who  ropreaents  the  Cbowtt  and  th"  MiniBtoW 
ftho  must  ba  pregnuiod  to  posseiu  the  confidsace  of 
the   Legislature    and    tho    constitnpncy.      If    Mr. 
FnoTT>E's  reasoning  had  amhnnted  to  demonstra- 
tion of  the  error  of  the  Colonial  Ministers,  it  w 
not  the  less   have   been   an  anomiilous   crlticisi 
he  had  been  atithorized  to  speak  on  bchidf  of  ] 
OASSiRVON.   Tho  LegialativB  Oonncil  approved, 
a  decided  majority,   the  proposed  Conference, 
the  Assembly  Mr.    Moltbno  moved  a  resDlution 
which  amounted   to  n   void   of   censure   on    Lord 
CAftVABViw.     But  while  thu  debate  was  still  prO' 
ceedioij,  the  Oovernor  received  inBtruotinns  to  with' 
dfiiivtheBcheme,  and  the  Care  Government  accDpf" 
an   Ammidment   which  Cdmmitted  the  Colony' 
nothinit-  It  is  not  to  ba  regretted  that  a  conflict ' 
avoided.  The  .'Attachment  of  modern  English  cololl 
to  the  mother  eountiy  is  a  sentimeiir  as  Jelieate 
irritable  as  it  b  genuine.     Persistence   would   h 
placed   the   Imperial  Govtrnment   in  a  positioil^ 
antaxontEm  to  a  part,  and   perhaps  to  the  majoi** 
of  the  commnnity.      The  ilitureats   which    t 
Oaisabton'  had  desired  to  promote  were  thoB6  of 
the  colonists  themsolves,  and  if  liis  judgment  of  the 
aipndiancy  of  common  action  Is  sound  it  will  pro- 
bably be   sooner  or  liter  voluntarily  adopted.     Tf 
was,  as  Lord  Oarnahvon  himself  remarked,  donl 
fui  whether  a  scheme  of  settlement  in  New  Gui 
Wid  a  strange  project  cA  wjmertm.^  the  Sihar* 
an  inland  sea,  tiro^er\'s\>e\.o'iiW^^'''^^^"^ — ^'■ 
lie  novertVless  too^i  «o6  '■?^™' 
til*  N&w  Gninea  T>ro\ectova  ■CwA  ^^ 
fiom  the  Bnelisii  GoveTTUi*^'^  "W 


Ipro- 
oi^^^l 


nor  fulQM  recognition  of  any  pretended  righta  or 
titles  if  a  regular  BettleiriBnt  should  IiereaFter  be 
mode  om  tbe  iaknd.  Ona  recent  and  doubtful  addi- 
tion to  theColouiul  Hystem  has  caused  nerious  trouble. 
Th4  petty  States  of  the  Malay  Peninsula  hava 
for  some  yeiirs  had  dealing's  with  the  Englisb 
BtettlementB  at  Singiipore  and  Penang,  and  the 
Chinese  immigrante,  who  ha%-e  paased  in  great 
nutnbcrH  from  the  islandii  to  the  mainland,  have 
^tAblished  varioOB  relations  of  friendship  and 
enmity  with  the  native  population.  The  Malay 
chiefs  wore  aometimca  at  war  with  one  another,  and 
sOmetiuics  they  had  quarrels  with  tho  Chinese,  and 
in  some  places  the  Cliinese  weru  sufficiently 
numerous  and  stroni;  to  havo  littlo  civil  warn  ol 
tlietr  own.  Ono  result  of  tho  potty  warfare  was  the 
prevalence  of  piracy,  which  it  Decame  the  business 
of  tho  Englisli  ships  on  the  station  to  control  or 
lUppreBB.  Tho  Colonial  Offics  consistently  directed 
Its  aubordinatcB  U>  hoop  sloof  from  tho  complica- 
tions of  the  Malay  States  ;  but  at  last  Sir  Akdrbw 
nLASXE,  the  Governor  oE  the  Straits  Settlements, 
thought  it  necessary  in  some  cases  to  adopt  thii 
Indian  policy  of  maintaining  peace  and  order  by  tha 
ippointment  of  English  ^sidonte  at  the  native 
[iiurts.  The  results  of  a  disputed  succession  inducod 
his  successor,  Sir  William  Jbrvois,  to  accept  a  sur- 
render  of  sovereignty  from  tho  Sultan  or  R«tendef 
[rf  PeTak  ;  a»d  Mr.  Birob,  the  Secretary,  an  officer 
sf  eharoDter  and  eiperience,  proceeded  to  giva 
Qotice  of  the  chimgo.  Some  of  the  Government 
plticardB  wore  torn  down  ;  Mr.  Bmcn  himself  waa 
ittacked  and  murdered  ;  and  a  small  force  was 
repelled  in  an  attack  on  a  etocliade,  Reinforce- 
otentB  were  immediately  despatched  from  England 
Mid  from  India,  and  there  is  leaaoTi  \*  ^iE.Ya  "&«*. 
iAe  rising,  instead  of  extendm^  ovfeT  **.%  "^ftiiw-^ 
P^aiaaala,  wilt  be  confined  to  ttie   &a'n\^  ■"^^^^, 
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as  difficult  in  tha  British  as  in  tho  Boman  Empire  to 
keep  every  door  and  wicket  in  the  Temple  of  JANua 
permnnontly  olosed. 

A,  more  serious  etrugglo  in  the  far  !East  bos 
happily  been  aTerted  or  postponad.  Early  in  the 
veal'  the  nnfriendly  diaposition  of  the  £iag  of 
BcBMAH  causedlhe  Indian  Govemmentto  Etren^hen 
its  forces  in  the  British  Province,  and  the  Vioeroy 
despatched  a  special  Mission  to  Mandahy.  An 
Endiflh  expedition  ]i,id  shortly  betare  been  com- 
pelkd  to  return  from  tho  adjacent  Chinese  district, 
after  tho  murder  of  onu  of  its  members,  Mr. 
Habuaby.     a   Chinese   ofiicer   of  high  rank,  who 

B  believed  to  have  boen  the   principal  author   of 


i  instruotsd  to  demand  expliuiationa,  and  to 
obtain  a  recognition  of  the  independence  of  some 
border  tribes  which  had  placed  themselves  under 
British  jffoteetion.  Tho  King  of  Bhemah's  formal 
explanations  of  liis  reception  of  the  Chinejia 
di^iLaiy  wei'e  necessarily  accepted,  and  tlie  quea- 
tioii  of  tho  borderers  was  settled  without  dilfioulty. 
.  Various  acts  of  interference  with  trade  in  violation 
of  former  Treaties  were  disavowed,  but  the  disposi- 
tion of  tho  King  still  remained  doubtful.  Burmab 
would  not,  in  case  of  war,  bo  a  formidable  enemy, 
but  it  was  evident  that  the  Conit  was  waiting  to 
ascertain  the  policy  of  Pukui.  It  is  still  uncertain 
whether  the  murder  (i£  Mr.  Makuarv  and  the 
tepulao  of  the  Mission  wore  due  to  provincial 
jealousy  or  were  the  result  of  Imperial  orders. 
Tho  evcntftal  decision  of  the  King  of  Bitrm 
depended  on  tho  noi;otiations  which  were  pendi 
with  the  Govetnmenti  o£  China.  At  tho  beginnii 
of  tho  year  the  -sowi*?,  "^TO^^wit  (A  tl-a«j».  hL^^ 
sMml,  died,  •>'4'»«  »~SS^^,t^l? 
mioisteidd  by  «»s  W>  ^««i«»'»-"» 
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grandmother.  One  result  of  Court  intrigues,  which, 
nre  still  imperfectly  understood,  was  a  diminu- 
tion of  the  inJIuence  of  Princo  Ktrso,  who  has  for 
mon^  years  princip^ly  directed  tlio  aflkira  of  the 
Empire.  Uttlo  disposition  was  shown  to  afibrd 
redress  for  the  Mahgary  outrage,  and  the  mei- 
cantiio '  community  of  Slianghai  complained  even 
more  tlmn  ordinarily  of  infriDuetnenls  of  the 
Treaties.  Mr.  Wadb,  the  English  Minister,  insisted 
both  Ob  an  ofGcial  investigation  of  Che  murder,  Mid 
on  the  publication  in  the  Peklii  Giaette  of  the  text 
of  the  Foreign  Treaties,  The  Chinesa  Government 
has  always  evaded  an  obligntioa  which  would  have 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  mass  nf  the  people 
the  e^ua]  rights  which  had  under  pressure  been 
lung  since  conceded  to  foreigners.  The  negotiations 
Justud  for  several  months  ;  and  wh.en  the  English 
Miniater  at  last  presented  an  v!timat^m>^  nitli  the 
altamative  of  a  declaration  of  w»r,  the  resolution  of 
the  Ciiinese  Government  was  ntili  doubtful.  It  was 
Imown  that  large  stores  of  arms  and  munitions  liad 
bueii  iniporteU  froui  Europe,  and  it  was  said  that 
the  military  Alandai-ins  thought  that  their  troops 
wore  competent  to  meet  Enropenliii  in  the  field. 
At  the  last  moment  the  Impeiial  Govemmont 
prudently  aiibmitted  hoth  to  the  ofiBcial  publica- 
tion of  documents  and  to  the  inijuirY  into  tiie 
murder.  Two  members  of  the  English  Legation 
take  part  in  the  investigation  ;  and  it  is  hoped  tlmt 
peace  is  for  the  present  secured.  The  subsidiary 
dispute  with  Btirmali  was  eaiiily  settled  us  soon  as 
the  Coiu't  of  Pekin  determined  to  give  way.  ^Vitli 
the  exception  of  the  petty  JVIalay  War,  England  ' 
at  peace  in  sll  parts  of  the  world. 

One  of  the  troublesome  coiuijlicntions  which  from 
tliDe  to  time  beset  the  Indian  Empire  wus  n^-avated 
by  a  raist&kmi  eiperiment,  T\\e  GmVi-wav  iA^kbss^! 
»  tyrannical  voluptuary  ol  iVie  Vfotat  Uvvi\>Sai.V.^ 
waa,  early  in    the    year,  -wttiuei  \j'S    ^'Mi  ^w"*"^' 
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DvemmeNt  tlmt  in  default  of  amendment  witlun  ■ 

mited  term  ho  would  be  removed  from  his  tkronw. 

.bortlj  nitenrardi    the  Gchewar  nna   arae«t«d   ( 

t  charge   of   attempting  to  poiion   the   Kesideii 

Uolimel  PHiiTtE,  iind  the  Vicjebot  res(J»ed  tha' 

jittblic  inquii'f  into  lib  conduct  should  be    h 

rfore   n  mixed  tribunal      Three  nativel-  of   (^ 

^heat  iiLiik,  of  whom  Sctkuiah,  Maharajali  j 

mUior,  vaa   one,  irere    associatud  irith  the  lai* 

i&umber  of  English  political  und  judicinl  offiou 

lUthough  the  proceed mgvuB  not  a  trial,  but  ami 

mquiry  by  a  Comiuitsinii  for  thb  information  of  t| 

Topreme  Government,  it  was  fionduoted  accord' 

'p   the  English   method,   and   the    Gcikwab  i 

«fended  by  an  eminent  EnjtliBh  advocate,  « 

,roii3-eiamined  the  witnewieswitk  unlimited  latit^ 

iuid   pmcIiseJ   ability.     Th«  i^onsequciice 

%e  nutive  meinherB  of  tlie  Coui-t  expresned  dousL 

if  the  guilt  of  the  accuHed,  which  seuin  not  to  hnM 

ten  Bliarcd  by  their    Euglish    collengnua.    '11 

sponsiliility   of   a     praclicHl     decision     devolvf 

1   tlio   VtuEKOV    in     Oonucil,    acting  under     ' 

a  from    the  SiicitETABY  of  State.     1 

ecislon    wus    taken    to    depose    the    QvjKtrQ 

t  a  political  moaaure,  and  not  as  an  execution  d^ 

Kldiuial  sentence.      4.  child  who  huB  been  plitued  g 

Die  vacant    throne  will    be    educated    nndec    tl 

pflnence  uf  one  of  tltc  ablest  of  uative  atateinia 

fiia,  in  the  meiuitinic,  administers  his  domiou 

Pidcr   EiigiiBh   BupeiThiion.     A  common  aubjeot  1 

IlitereHtmiB  furnished  to  Bnglishmen  ai  1  to  nstiW 

'  the  announcement  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  |w 

solved  to  visit  India.    His  deten»<  nation,  vbffij 

id  been  gencmlly  apjiroved  st  home,  wag  tvceiWL 

I   India  with  enthusiasm,     Af tiT  a  pMBinu  visit  H 

.SJLthunB,  and  aaiutei^ri^w  at  which  heinvesteathera 

W  the  Khcdwe  ol  ■Sfc\?\*ii5VL<^'iQmaBlOroia'i 

the  Order  oltha  S\.k  «l  X^fc*.,*;*"^'^'^'^^ 
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lie  baa  thus  f&r  reaeived  haa  been  Bnlenflld,  and 
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teema  to  have  be«n  mncere.  The  Kattve  Prmcea 
«nd  Ohisfs  appear  te  have  been  gratified  by  tha 
FRiNCB'a  demeanour  ;  and  though  he  will  not  have 
Men  the  eountrj  in  ita  ordinary  conditian,  he  will 
have  acquired  much  valuable  infonuatiun.  The 
MTWigeioentB  for  tlie  Pbirce'h  journey  have,  un- 
luckily, been  deranged  hy  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
in  Borne  districts  ;  but  he  will  have  had  tlie  opportu- 
nity of  visiting  all  the  great  Provinoea.  The  equani- 
mi^  of  Indian  poliCiciauB  haa  not  been  more  than 
ordinarily  dlHturbed  by  tlie  progress  of  KuEiBian 
dominion  on  the  othtr  side  of  the  mountains.  The 
tributary  Kingdom  of  Khokimd  hae  fi;ivcn  them  much 
trouble,  and  the  annenatiou  of  u  part  of  its  territory 
hae  not  yet  restored  tranouillity.  In  the  aourse  of 
the  ijummer  the  reigning  Prince,  EuuiiorAjt  KuAK, 
trho  leems  to  have  been  contented  with  the  position 
of  ft  dependent  of  Russia,  was  dethroned  by  a 
nnanimous  rising  of  hie  discontented  subjects. 
General  KAUFMiNS  was  not  unwilling  to  recog- 
nize his  son,  whom  the  insurgents  hnd  placed 
on  the  Throne  ;  but  as  the  movement  had  lenMy 
been  directed  against  llnssia,  it  became  neceBeary 
to  resort  to  force.  The  Khoknnd  troops,  under 
their  new  ruler,  were  repulsed  in  an  attack  on 
Tashkeud,  and,  if  the  official  repoi'ta  may  be 
trusted,  they  were  utterly  unable  to  offiir  any 
resistuiae  to  the  Jlnssians.  KhoJisnd  has  sinL-a 
been  conquered  and  dismembered,  but  the  inhnbit- 
Wlti  are  again  in  arms,  and  they  have  obtained  the 
■id  of  neighbouring  tribes  which  had  not  proviouslv 
come  into  contact  with  the  Russians.  There  can  bo 
no   doubt   that    discipline     and     organization   will 

E avail  ;  but  for  the  present  the  Russians  appear  to 
engaged  in  /a    troubltiEoma  MvOi  ti^ft.^     evisiss- 
pri3e.     Umll    be  difficult   to   tctocu'Cay.'oauiSJ" 
JuahomedanB    of   Central    Aida.    ^^    ^Sfiffo^ 
jparaiMaeul  eubmiuiaa. 
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The  peace  of  Europe  bu  not  been  distnrbecL 
The  alliance  of  the  Uiree  great  militaty  Empires 
has  been  affirmed  and  reaffirmed  with  a  pertiitacity 
which  might  provoke  suspicion  it  they  were  not  all 
obvioualf  interested  in  avoiding  collision  anong 
themselves.  In  the  courae  of  the  Spring  some  un- 
eaaineas  was  caused  by  a  demand  on  the  part  of 
Qermany  that  the  Selgian  Gvvemment  should 
modify  its  criminal  legialatioa,  so  aa  to  rendec  penal 
plots  against  the  lives  of  foreign  statesmen.  Ths 
Belgian  Oovernment  complied,  in  subatauoe,  witb 
a,  demand  which  wu  not  UBreaaonable  ;  >sir  would 
the  oorrespoiidence  have  attraotad  atteHtinn  but 
for  rommiTa  of  war  which  were  at  tha  aame  tinw 
ledulonsly  propacated  by  accredited  German 
journals.  A  military  party  at  Berlin  a&oted 
alarm  at  a  French  law  nbiob  had  been  passed  foe 
the  ort;anix«tion  of  the  Army.  It  was  pretended 
that  the  French  were  preparing  for  ax  immediate 
war,  and  that  it  was  □e«esiar7'  to  anticipata  their 
deeigna  before  they  were  fully  read]'  for  tha 
■truggls.  The  ogitatioEk  would  nave  been  wiwtbji 
of  tlia  French  factions  whioh  at  different  timal 
assailed  Locis  Pkilifpx  or  Napolboit  III.  wiUi 
charKas  of  tama  and  cowardly  acquiesoeiiDe.  II 
na^  be  inCeired,  from  phiaaei  afterwards  used  bj 
Frtnoe  Bibaurgk,  that  he  was  opposed  to  tha 
menacing  policy  of  the  war  partv  ;  ;et  the  crisia 
was  sufficiently  serious  to  justify  diplomatic  remon- 
strances on  the  part  of  the  English  (jovemmeat, 
»nd  the  personal  intervention  of  the  Emperor 
Aj.eiandrr,  who  paid  a  visit  to  Berlin.  Qetmaa 
sasceptibility  was  afterwards  offended  by  an  oeten- 
tatioua  announcement  that  the  Emperor  of  Bdsbu 
bad  secured  the  mw^XfinKCEa  of  yeaca.  Ths  French 
Government  hfc4,  m  'Aw  mew>W, 'b^sbA  in 
diemfied  BiUnc«  Sot  ^^'^  ^^^  W^«\^^ 
vokod  attack,  ^otto?^^^^:^^'^^^^ 
iliteotioB    oiMi^^Wl   LWiSIUi«»  « 
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than  Etprematuie  war,  which  would  have  neutnlked 
the  recavety  of  ths  flnsnceB,  and  which  would  hare 
interrupted  the  slow  leorganization  of  the  Aimy. 
All  parties  in  France  wtiro  sufficiently  occupied 
with  domestic  political  comliiiiationa.  At  the 
befiinning  of  the  year  the  duration  of  the  Aaaembly 
and  of  the  proviiional  state  of  affairs  aeemed  likely 
to  be  indefinite.  A  Messago  from  the  President  re- 
commending the  institution  of  a  Senate  produced  no 
practical  result ;  and  a  proposal  by  the  Left  Centre 
tor  the  proclamation  of  the  Republic  was  rejected 
by  the  Aisembly.  I^e  Grat  step  to  the  enactment 
of  a  Constitution  was  the  adoption  by  a  majorJW  of 
one  of  M.  WixLOs'a  proposal  that  tb*  President 
of  the  Republic  should  in  future  be  elected  by  a 
joint  vote  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Senate.  General 
Di  OiBSXx'a  Miaistry  had  previously  resitjned,  though 
they  continued  provisionally  to  hold  office  ;  tJie 
Bztreme  Left,  through  the  factious  abstention  of 
the  Legitimists  and  the  calculated  support  of  the 
Bonapartists,  carried  an  amendment  for  the  election 
»f  the  Senate  by  uMiversal  suffrage.  The  Makssal, 
as  might  be  expected,  refused  by  a  formal  Message 
his  assent  to  the  amendment,  and  finally  tbe  Senate 
Bill  was  lost  on  a  division.  The  deadlock  of  parties 
was  at  last  relieved  in  consequence  of  the  alami 
which  had  been  caused  by  the  success  of  Imperiedist 
oandidates  at  two  or  three  isolated  elections.  The 
majority  of  the  Assembly  conseatod  for  once  to 
vmita  against  a  camnioneneniy,anda  Ministry  which 
dates  its  term  of  office  from  the  10th  of  March  agreed 
formally  to  recognize  the  Repubha  and  to  assist  the 
Assembly  in  framing  the  Constitution,  M.  Bxiffbt, 
who  had  lately  been  re-eJected  President  of  the  Aa- 
semblj?  by  li  large  ma  jority,  became  head  of  the  Cabinet 
and  Minister  of  the  Interior.  IL  DcT*JiB.E,aaKawifiK 
of  the  Seals,  and  M,  Lbos  Sl^,**  WitC^Msi^  ^ 
finance,  represented  the  \ai\  CeiAttt  <st'i>"^'**T^L 
MepabUouu,     Q«n*cRl  DB  Oiaas« , -^^^  * '^J^^^ 
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ruther  than  a  politicisn,  rcaumed  offioo  as  Minister 
oJ  Wbt.  It  waa  remarked  witli  lorae  surprise  that 
the  Duo  D'AcDiFFaKT-PiSQUiER  was  exclutled  fram 
tliu  new  oonibination.  He  found  SDme  conipenution 
in  Eiicceeding  M.  Buffet  &b  President  of  the 
Ohnmber.  The  appointment  of  the  Due  Decakkb 
as  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  commanded  geuec  ' 
confideitce.       The    Due    bd    Broglib    hod    teio 

CrUy  become  unpopular,  and  he  Mould  han 
obnoxious  to  the  Lef^  who  for  tlio  time  ai]  ~ 
ported  the  Ministry.  Tlie  unstable  coaUtion  whi 
was  repvescntt-d  t>y  the  new  Government  hod  b< 
formally  Instituted  on  the  2oth  of  February, 
the  proposal  of  M.  VfAU.os,  it  was  resotved  that 
Senate  of  SOO  memberB  should  he  elected  by  di^ 
eiit  methods.  Seventy-five  Senators  were  to  ,] 
appointed  for  life, — in  tlie  first  instance,  by  the  i 
seinbly,  and  aftcrtrards  by  the  Senate  itself,  jli 
lunmindur  were  to  be  elected  for  aliortm' teimBJj 
the  Cniiseiia  Q<5n^rUiU.\  of  the  Beportmeuts,  wi^ 
the  addition  of  (iertain  local  ruprusentativea  < 
the  Bnudlei'  districts.  The  noucssity  of  v~'-  — 
Bufirago,  which  Lhiikd  Roixuf   invented  .^ 

precluded    all    discussion    on     tlie    QoustiiueDcgrJ 
which  was  to  return  the  Asaembly.    A  aingulqc  J 
clause,  introduced  at  the  iustanco  of  the  CouBerv^  1 
lives,  provided   that    the    Constitution  might  bsj 
tevi»oa   nt  certain   intervals.     It  haa  since   bea" 
contended  that  Jloyaliats  may  consistently  suppd 
a  Constitution  which  implicitly  admits  the  poasilj 
restoration  of  their  form   of  govenimeut.     A  k  "~ 
reasonable  interpretation   would   SKem  to   be   1 
which  limits  further  modifications   by  the  mail 
nance  of  the  fundamental  prinoiplea  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself.    The  State  Oonstitulions  of  the  Ame- 
rican Union  are  subject  to  tevision,  and  some   of 
them  are  periodically  revised ;  but  tlie  oontlnuanoa 
of  tbe   Republican  sjBtem  ia  removed  fruin  ttaa 
rfwcretion  of  Legisktaia  »ii  'e6i»-?\e.    k.  >^^a3\vJ 


IRNFil,  SDMMABT— 1875,  B81 

!n  the  organic  Daturo  of  eoveraraent  ousht 
to  be  recognized  bb  b.  revolution.  Tlia  011I7 
remaining  question  wm  whether  the  elections 
should  be  made  by  Departiaenta  or  by  ArrondiaBS- 
meota.  M.  Gamhetia  and  the  entire  Democratio 
Party  naturally  supported  the  Bystem  of  Depart- 
mental election,  or  Scralin  rJe  Lisle,  which  oompeli 
the  Tsfor  to  acoept  a  list  of  oaudidates  which  has 
beoii  prep  Bred  by  the  managers  of  his  Far^.  All 
the  ConierTativo  eeationa  imanimoualy  preferred 
the  Scnitind'ArrondUimnent,  vliic^  rendors poasihle 
a  peraoiial  choice,  and  which  favours  the  claims  of 
locaJ  eminence  and  popularity.  When  the  Asaeinbly 
met  after  the  EooeBB,  late  in  the  Autumn,  the 
Government,  which  BtiU  comnianded  a  majority, 
succeeded  iu  oarrj-ing  the  .Scinifm  d'Arrmtdissemetit. 
Members  of  the  Chamber  are  to  retain  their  seats 
for  four  years  ;  the  Members  of  the  Senate,  after 
Rome  preliminary  airongomonti,  for  nine  years. 
The  Asaembly  tt  last  voluntarily  placed  a  limit  on 
its  own  tenure  of  power  by  enacting  that  the  now 
Eiegiakture  shall  meet  on  the  7tli  of  March,  16TG. 

Though  the  Assembly  which  first  met  at  Bordeiuix 
In  the  disiutrous  commencement  of  1871  has  been 
guilty  of  many  errors,  it  will  occujiy  no  ipiobU 
place  in  hiatoty.  In  its  number  wcreincluded,  with- 
out exception,  all  the  moat  eminent  of  living  FVeach- 
men,  and  it  has  proved,  for  the  firat  time  since  ths 
unfortumato  collapBe  of  the  dynasty  of  LO018 
FsiuPrE,  that  France  is  sulScieiitly  enlightened  to 
allow  itself  to  he  governed  by  a  Parliament.  Publia 
order hassince  the  Bverthrow  of  the  Commune  been 
steadily  maintained ;  financial  and  commercial  pro- 
epertty  has  been  restored ;  and  successive  MLnistera 
hav*  stoutly  adhered  to  a  prudent  and  paciQa  policy 
in  foreign  allairs.  It  is  the  misforttme  or  fault 
rather  of  the  nation  than  of  the  Assembly  that  all 
the  great  Parties  are  irreconcilably  antasoniatlc  to 
one  another.   Three  factiooa— \Vl4  M\\i'cvVA<SA\tsiii^»^ 
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th*  nltra-Bepublioana,  »nd  tho  Bon&psrUi._ 
not  even  loyally  dispoaed  to  giro  tho 
Constitutioa  a  ch»nc«  of  luccesB.  Som 
them  desire  atiBrchy  for  its  own  uks,  aai 
tome  in  tlie  hope  that  it  may  prepare  the 
iM^  for  an  Emperor  or  a  King,  Unfortunately,  thft 
MiniBtera  and  their  principal  supporters  share  the 
prerailiiig  distrust.  The  Due  j>e  Bkooue  obatinately 
and  unwiselyrefused  in  preparing  tho  Ministeriftl  list 
of  c»iididates  for  tha  Senate  te  give  the  Left  n 
share  proportionate  to  their  numbers  and  influeDce 
in  the  Assembly.  If  he  had  been  justified  in  hie 
reliance  on  the  support  of  the  irhols  body  of  Con- 
servatives, he  would  still  have  weakened  the  futur* 
ISenate  by  confining  tho  selection  of  nominated  mem- 
bers to  a  single  P^y.  In  the  result  .he  encountered 
ftn  unexpected  and  ruinous  defeat,  after  he  hod 
furnished  his  adversaries  with  a  precedent  for 
the  policy  of  monopoly  and  eiclusion  which  thay 
have  eagerly  adopted.  The  Minister's  calculations 
were  defeated  by  the  alliance  of  a  section  of  eitreina 
Legitimists  with  their  inveterate  opponents.    They 

fireferred,  aa  they  said,  an  open  enemy  to  a  false 
riendjOr,  in  other  words,  those  who  differ  from  them 
on  every  point  to  those  who  are  separated  from  them 
by  a  shade  of  opinion.  On  condition  of  obtaininn 
for  themselves  seventeen  seats,  which  were  readily 
conceded,  the  Legitimist  deserters  undertook  to  vote 
for  the  Bepnbhoan  list.  In  the  confusion  wliioh 
ensued  there  appoared  at  first  to  be  some  dancer 
that  no  election  could  be  held.  At  the  first  ballot 
only  tho  Duo  n'AnriTFEST-PABQtrrER  and 
Mabtel  obtained  absolute  majorities  ;  but  .  _, 
Left,  when  it  had  time  to  review  its  forces,  foun^ 
that  the  nomination  of  the  entire  body  of  Senatorij^ 
nominees  was  in  \\BYOTi«t.  "B-^  B.^TtKKss  of  retalS 
afion    which,  ho«e\eT;  TSB.\,iOTi,-n««.'>.'i^'"*y'=^-r 
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LeglMmtsta  of  the  ildpuiktecl  price  of  tnetr  ad- 
hsBioD,  were  appropruitad  to  the  Left.  Amoi^ 
the  Ministers  only  Oenetai  de  Gibset  md  l£ 
Wallon  nera  chosan ;  and  unleaa  the  constituenoieB 
repair  ths  error  of  the  Aaaonibly,  nearly  all  the  mo«t 
DoDBpicuoua  politiciaOH  in  Fr^ince  will  bo  excluded 
from  the  hniach  of  the  Le^alature  whioli  must 
derive  its  principal  weight  from  the  character  ojid 
ability  of  itB  membera.  Iha  Extreme  Right  and 
the  iitrame  Left  opeoly  oppose  the  institution  of 
a  BenQte,  and  M.  GAintnTA,  wlththosa  who  belong 
to  hii  shade  of  the  Itepubhcan  faith,  would  also 
prefer  the  concentration  of  power  in  a  single  As- 
Bembly  ;  buttheexperimentwhiuh  was  a  mainoon- 
dition  in  tlie  compromiKO  by  which  the  Bepublio 
was  accepted  ought  to  Im.ve  been  fairly  tried.  It 
is  a  perihins  and  weak  policy  to  frame  Constitutiona 
as  a  great  criminal  lately  arranged  his  box  of  dvna- 
mite,  on  the  calculatioa  that  they  will  explode 
after  a  certain  interval,  'i'h*  recriminations  of 
Fartiea,  wliich  may,  perhaps,  be  on  all  sides  well 
dsseiTed,  are  of  inhaitoly  lera  importance  than  tha 
welfare  of  the  country.  The  failure  ef  a  Conierri^ 
tire  Bepublio  has  within  two  or  three  weeka 
becoDiB  more  probable  than  before,  and  the  hope* 
of  die  partisans  of  the  Empire  have  probably  risen 
Is  pceportioD.  The  ultra-Repubhoan  faction  or 
Mot  aUo  hopes  to  profit  by  the  internal  feuds  of 
Ooniervative politician! ;  butitia certain  that.among 
many  sompetitors  for  power,  £^nce  will  not  prefer 
the  eulofsista  and  auocBssora  of  BoBEaFisBiiz.  Much 
light  will  be  thrown  on  the  present  feeliag  of  the 
people  by  the  impending  elections  for  the  Chamber, 
At  the  moment,  the  Republican  leaders  irere  greatly 
disconcerted  by  the  rejection  of  the  !icmliii  de  Lists, 
but  the  late  victory  of  the  Left  in  the  nomination 
of  Senators  will  reriva  the  beUel  vi.  \\iws  w^  ^-st; 
tune,  and  they  hava  probaW^  jiteafcj  tt^^^^"*^"" 
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can  bo  drawn  fioni  tha  composition  of  the  prMenl 
Auembtj,  which  woi  olected  when  personal  qiiali- 
tita  and  position  were  regarded  m  more  worthy  o( 
oonsidoration  tlian  devotion  to  the  cause  of  a  Party. 
Six  years  liave  pasaed  since  universal  suSVaga 
decided  by  an  overwhelming  majority  on  the  main- 
tennnce  ot  the  Empire. 

Tha  domestic  history  of  Oermuiy  and  Italy  fur* 
nishcB  few  Bubjecta  of  comment.  The  Gennaa 
armanients  have  once  more  been  incxeased  by  an 
extension  of  aerrios  in  the  Landsturm  to  tha 
ago  of  forty-tiro,  blinking  the  whole  defenaiv* 
force  on  paper  up  to  the  number  ot  2,000)000. 
Tho  PruKian  laws  againnt  the  Clergy  have  been 
both  strictly  enforced  and  increased  in  aeve- 
rity.  One  unforesean  result  of  Frinoa  Bts* 
MAittiK'a  legislation  has  been  the  impoTerishment  el 
the  Protestant  Clai^,  who,  eince  the  acosptanoe  ol 
rites  of  the  Church  ianolongerenforoedby  law,  Imo 
the  fees  which  might  have  been  paid  by  the  large  por- 
tion oE  their  flocki  which  ia  wholly  indifferent  to 
spiritual  ministrationa.  In  Bararia  a  portion  of 
the  higher  nobility  and  the  bulk  of  the  lower  olasaes 
have  succeeded  in  returning  a  email  majority  ol 
supporters  of  the  Ohuroh,  who  are  at  the  aama 
timeopposedtathelmperialByBtem  of  nation^ unity. 
In  !in address  demasdinf;;  tlie  dismissal  of  the  Liberal 
Ministry,  the  Ultramontauiat*  imprudently  offered 
a  gross  personal  insult  to  the  King.  Their  demand 
has,  in  consequence,  been  contumptuoualyMJected ; 
and  the  Ministers  for  the  present  govern  without  b 
Parliamentary  majority.  It  mi|;ht  bo  difficult  to 
justify  their  conduct  on  the  pnuciplea  of  reapon- 
sible  government,  which,  having  been  gradually 
elaborated  in  England,  aro  supposed  to  be  applio- 
able  to  all  other  (rea  countties.  "SVv.*  Kingdom  ol 
Bavaria  is  bothConBtitntio'asim'AiiloTOvriL^ww^ 
ment  and  theoretically  mA^'V^^^f*'^*^^^' 
«ani«  time  an  indiaponaatoVe  igw^'il^-^'^*^ 
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SftTBiian   majority   which    a     ColoniBl     Sscretar; 

~  it    Stata     would      aocord     to    a      Oape     Parlia- 

nent   or    an     Anstralioiii    Assemblj.      The   Kins 

\6t  Italy  has  in  the  course  of  the  year  receiTed 

i>  Imperial  TiBtta  which  at«  not  without  political 

jnifioance.      Bj   visiting    the    King    at    Venice, 

Uoh  only  nine  years  before  had  been  inclnded  in 

'n  own  dominioni,  the  Emperor  of  Austiiia  has 

mftlly  ratified  the  new  distribiilton  ef  territoij. 

B  PopB  alone  persists  in   dosignatiug  the  ruler  of 

11  Italy  u  the  Subalpiue  King.  It  was,  perhaps,  in 

ntitude  for  bis  obstinate  protest  that  the  es-Duke 

^    .  E  MosENA,  who   lately   died^   bequeathed   to  ths 

PoPB  the    legacy  of   his    claims   on     the   Duoliy, 

The    Emperor     of    Aitrtkia    ecquieices    with    a 

better  grace  in  accomplished  facts.     Some  months 

afterwards  Vector    Emmasusi.  received  the  Era- 

SBror  'Wuj.iAH  at  Milan,  to  the  great  gratilica- 
on  both  of  the  Imperial  guest  and  of  the  people  - 
o(  Italy.  No twith steading  the  untiring  com*  J 
minations  of  the  Vatican,  the  Italian  dynasty  and  I 
Ooremment  may  be  esteemed  fortunate  and  seoar^  1 
It  the  Ministers  can  only  succeed  in  extracting  tt  I 
WMonabie  re»enue  from  the  half -ciTilizod  ProTinOMiM 
•f  the  Sauth,  and  in  establishing  a  finnnoial  equili'-fl 
brium.  One  canse  of  poulble  embarrassment  hu  w 
been  removed  by  the  unexpected  moderation  ot  I 

« ^j^jg  ._    ,    .      r.   __    ,__.u I 
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Oasibaldi.  On  his  arrived  in  Borne,  for  the  por*  | 
pos*,  SB  waa  supposed,  of  political  agit«tion,  hU  1 
IBUfnnation  was  fortunately  diverted  to  the  state  of  I 
the  Tiber  and  to  the  desolation  of  the  Campapia.  J 
He  has  since  devoted  himself,  with  characterutiQ  I 
oneny,  to  projects  of  material  improvement,  and  i 
the  Government  has  prudently  encouraged  a  harm"  . 
lets  and  naeful  occupation. 

AJOiough  the  Cbil  War  mSi^TCm  *ia.  "^s^^^^ 
**•  ;tfosj)eot  of   BTeDtii»\  ttoa^M^ii"^'^ '^'«»  ^''^''^ 
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btightei  through  the  «st&bliBhiiie>t  ot  b  larm  ol  j 

gOYOTniaent  wiiieh  giTM  Bome  promiM  of  penn^- 
nencs.  Exactly  two  years  have  pasMd  Binca  th« 
iacipable  Republican  CougreM  nas  luiiiiiiaTilj 
expelled  to  maks  room  for  t)iQ  ProviBioDsl  Govern- 
ment o!  Sbbraso.  Within  a  day  or  two  of  the  nei» 
anmTeraary  of  the  di»nge,  another  military  reTo- 
lution  waa  accomplished  without  difficulty  or  r«BiBt- 
anae.  Genarol  Maktihez  LIahpos,  at  Mnrviedro, 
and  the  Captain-General  Pamo  ui  JIiveba,  at 
Madrid,  suddenly  procioimed  the  son  of  Que*n 
Isjibeu.a  as  King,  under  the  titla  of  Ai.tonso  XII. 
The  rest  of  the  niilitary  Icodera  immediately  con- 
curred, and  the  nation,  though  it  vm  never  con- 
sulted, seema  to  have  willingly  acquiesced  in  the 
restoration  of  Monarchy.  The  King,  a  boy  »i  eeven- 
teen,  soon  afterwards  landed  in  Spain,  and  during 
a  year's  reaidence  at  Madrid  he  has  ocouiied  gene- 
ral faveur  by  his  graceful  uid  muily  bearing.  Tho 
chief  conduct  of  afiairs  haa,  with  a  short  interval, 
bean  in  the  hands  of  Senrtr  CAi^oVAa  dei.  Castillo, 
who  had  been  the  young^  King'i  guide  and  politicil 

Kaoaptor.  The  oouvocation  of  a  Cortes  has  hitherto 
•n  postponed  ;  and  ths  Ministers  hare  followed 
the  example  of  all  their  predeoassors  in  more  than 
one  arbitrary  exercise  of  power.  Their  £rst  •bject 
was  to  reconcile  to  the  new  Government  the  power- 
ful body  of  the  clergy,  which  had  been  imprudently 
driven  into  hastility  against  the  short-livedBepublic 


that  he  hastily  offered  as  an  equivalent  the  recogni- 
tion of  a  Concordat  by  which  some  years  ago  Queen 
Isabella.  exchanf;e{l  all  the  modem  liberties  oE 
Spain  for  a  persoiial  amuesty  Later  in  the  year  a 
Papal  J^^uncio  demanAed  ttvft  ^-cloTmamie  of  the 
compact,  which  indndeAtVft-^'CQWD^^^'^'n.'A'i'^lfi!™. 

eeatences  by  the  BBCulas  Mta.    ai  ^™'''  -»^ 
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mning  Tortunes  of  Bon  Cablou  adbrded  »  suffi- 

d«nt  gnarBntee  against  tha  recognition  of  the  Pre- 

J   tender  by  tha  'Vatican,  and   tbs   IVIiniHtoTB  uiider- 

I  itood  better  than  at  their  first  entrance  into   office 

1  the  repugnance  of  the  nation  to  the  medisTaJ  pre- 

lenaioiu  of    Rome.     The   temporary   leceBsion   of 

'   Oahovas  del  Castillo   f^litated   the    disavoiral 

ih    prom  ilea,   and   the    Muncio    iraa    forced 

to   centent    himself  witli    concesHJona  which  had 

b«en    already     lecured.     The    influence    of    the 

'    Church  over  the    Universities   has   been  large]?  in- 

I    oreaaed,  and  ecclesiastical  property  nhlclt  had  not 

I   been  sold   haa  been   restored  to  iti  fonner  owners. 

f   Negotiations  between  the  Ministers  and  the  leader* 

1   of  the   old  Parliamentary  parties  have  not  yet  pre- 

[   duced  any  definite  result.     The  aUjoummDct  of  the 

I   alections   may,  [lerhaps,  be   attributed  to  a  hope  of 

I   decisive  successes  in   the   North,  which  might  con- 

.     rt  the  restoration   of  peace   with   the   revival  of 

I   Constitutional  goversmeitt.     All  European  Powers, 

I  Including   Russia,  which   had   declined  to  aoknow- 

I   ledge  SsaiuNo'B  Government,  recojnined  Aj-fonbo 

I  XII.  without  delay.    The  failure  of  King  Auadko 

__     obtain     national    support    has    proved    that, 

with    the     aiception    of    Don     Oaklos,    the    son 

'     ItuBET.L4     is     tha     only    possible    representa- 

I    tive    of    Monarchy    in    Spain.      No    Pretender 

,   will  cont«it  his  claim  when  the  OivU  War  is  onca 

mded  ;   nor  have  the  Republicans  since  his  aoces- 

lon  renewed  their  agitation.     An  alleged  Kepubli- 

an  plot  of  General  Hidaloo,  wliich  waa  followed 

I    by  his  arrest,  seems  to   hare  been  a  private  and 

'    ieolated  enterprise.     In   a   series   of   desultoiy  en- 

tra  the  Csrlists  have  from  time  to  time  inflicted 

I  checks  on  the  Alfonsist  Generals  ;  but  their  num- 

I   bers  are  gradually  dwindling,  and  their  territory 

I  has  been  greatly  reduced  in  6x.\eTA\y3  xei:*;-^^.  w^bs.-;- 

»  -MS.     Early  in  the  Autamn'NVMKVTs^ri.'^'^^*^";,. 

(ced  the  Carliat  6txonatio\i  o^  ^^  a.'vi^'ii^^^ 
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eajtnred  the  garriaon,  with  its  Commander,  Tj* 
ZAKBAOAY,  and  with  tho  warlike  Bialiop  of  tli^el, 
who  has  since  beon  detained  in  prison  ou  a  chilis 
of  homicide.  After  tlio  Eall  of  the  fortress  Catalo- 
nia wiia  rapidly  desred  of  Carli^t  forcoa,  lutd  tha 
armies  of  the  Government  of  Madrid  aia  giudnallf 
closing;  ronnd  their  remaining  positioua.    SucccsaiTB 

I  conBdriptiona  havemised  the  Army,  which  Imd  beea 

reducea  to  n-a  insignificant  nnuher  by  the  B«publi- 

I  cans,  to  a  streUKth  ai  300,000  men,  including  &  largo 

^  proportion  of  ooldiera  trained  to  warfare  by  two  or 

throe  campaigns.  It  ia  understood  that  an  «0on  as 
the  Bovereat  part   of   the  Winter  ia   over  the  Kma 

I  will  nominally  aasnmo   tho  command  of  the  Armyj 

both  for  tho  purpose  of  mitigating  tho  jealousies  at 
rival  Geuerala  and  in  tho  hope  that  his  name  may 
be  osaoci^tcd  nrith  the  restoration  of  peace.  If  tha 
expectation  ia  realized,  the  Oortes  will  be  summoned, 
and  Spain  will  once  morp,  after  many  failures,  recom- 
mence the  experiment  ot  Constitutional  Monarchy.* 
The  tenmnation  of  the  Civil  War  at  home  may, 
perhaps,  at  last  render  it  poaaible  to  suppres* 
the  chronic  insurrection  in.  Cuba.  Tho  SiMtnith 
Government  has  lately  been  reminded  of  the  danger 
of  foreign  intervention  by  reports  of  a  threatenii^ 
despatch  from  the  United  States.  It  was  afterwards 
understood  that  the  Americttn  Minister  at  Madrid 
had  only  presented  a  Note,  which  had  been  soma 
time  before  prepared,  to  he  used  when  occasion 
mi;(ht  servo.  Tho  delivery  of  the  Koto  was  recorded 
in  the  American  jonroals  on  the  eve  of  important 
State  elections ;  but  tlie  Republican  successes  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  rendered  it  unneceaaary  to 
prosecuta  a  qunrrel  which  had  never  been  sarions. 
The  most  interesting  ciruiunatance  in  the  domestia 
politics  of  tbe  Union  has  buen  n  reaction  against  ^^ 

Lthe  Pemocratio  guccpssqs  of  tha  previous  year,  ^^E 
Tho  Lower  House  ot  ttio  Co^?j:eaa,  which  bai  ^^^M 
veeatty  commenced  ite&is^^eaaw«ii-*^  *>»*«&■■"*    ^^H 
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0  Autumn  of  1874,  iritb   a  Domoci'Htio   majority 

sisty.      Tha    acandali    wHch    aflboted    many 

Kpembera  of  tho  kst  Cougresfl  and  some  Govem- 

Et  fuuctioDories  appetired  itt  last  to  have  biolien 
aupromftcy   of   a  Party   which  had  held  power 
I  the  first  days  of  tlie  Civil  War.  Unfortunately 
Uor  themselveH,   tite   Detiiocrata  nere  not  prepared 
brith  a  policy   nhich   would   have    enabled    tbsm 
permanently  to  profit  by  tha  luipopularity  of   their 
^pODints.     Some  of  their  leudera  r.Lalily  stipportod 
^jeats   of   inflation  of   tlio   currency  wUich  wero 
luppoBed  to  £nd  favour  in  tho  Western  States.     Id 
'  e  canvass  preoediiig  the  Autumn  election  in  Ohio 
e  Democratic  managers  pledged  their  party  to  Tn- 
htion  J  and  their  poiitiual  allies  in  Pennsylvania 
laopted  tiie   name   policy,    in   opposition    to   tiio 
iniona  of  many  of  their  adherents,  on  the  ground 
it  it  was  expedient  to  make  common  cauee  with 
J  Democrats  of    Uhio.      In   the  mesjitinie    the 
!W   York    DciaiTOrata,    nndor    the    gnidauoa   of 
_(r.  TiLDEN,  wlio  is  Governor  of  tho  State  and 
pohable  nominee  fortlie  Presidency,  declaredthem- 
wlvea  in  favour  of  an   early  resumption  of  specia 
ttiyinQnts.    By  un  odd  result  of  the  ulahorute  Con- 
TOtntional   inachiuD    of    the    United    States^    the 
fOwer  House  of  L'ougreas  represents  a  party  which, 
inoo  the  election,  liua  ceased  to   enjoy  public  con- 
'  ieniw.     The  PbEsidewTj  diirino;  the  remainder  ol 
ia  term  of  oiBce,  and  the  Kspuolican  majority  in 
«  Senate  will  effectually  prevent  any  party  legis- 
tion  which  may  be  attempted   by   the   House   of 
^presentativea.     The  Bopublicans   io   the   House 
^Te  joined  the  IDemocrata  in   a  nearly  unanimous 
I  .vote   aguinst  the   re-election  of  a  President  for   a 
I  third  term. 

Amid    superficial   Party    disputes,    which    but 

ilightly  affect   tha   prosperity  and  progress  of  tlie 

■jiatton,    the   Amoricana    may   couijratiilate    them- 

)□     exemption,  froui  a.ivsiiG.^AtA   ^\cu^  '■^ 
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piaient  weign  heavily  oa  European  Government. 
The  Eastern  Questton,  depending  on  the  antftgonisui 
of  races  in  European  Turkey,  has  once  more  risen  to 
the  surface,  In  the  present  iaatanoe  provincial  dil- 
turbancea,  which  have  already  produced  grave  con- 
leLiuences,  have  been  caused,  not  by  foreign  intrigue, 
but  bf  local  gTievaacas.     In  the   early  part   of  the 

Eear  acta  of  violence  committod  i^ainit  one  another 
y  Turks  and  Montenegrins,  on  the  frontier, 
excited  pas«ing  attention.  An  inquirj  into  tha 
merits  of  the  dispute,  held  at  Podgoritza,  led 
to  na  satisfactory  result  ;  but  tha  quarrel  had 
apparently  been  settled.  In  th«  middle  of  the 
Summer  it  was  announced  that  an  insurrectioD  had 
commenced  in  the  Province  of  HerzegoTina,  which 
adjoins  Servia,  Montenegro,  Bosnia,  and  on  the 
wait  the  Austrian  territory  of  Dahnatia.  The  pro- 
vocation to  tho  enemy  waa  given,  not  by  the 
Turkiah  officials,  hut  by  the  Mahomedan  land- 
owners, who  form  an  olijfacchy  of  about  one-third 
of  the  population.  In  HerzegoTins,  aa  in  Bosnia, 
the  resident  Mahomedans  are  of  the  same  Slavonie 
race  and  langunge  with  the  Christians,  having 
at  the  time  of  ^e  Turkish  conquest  oooformed 
to  tha  dominant  creed  for  the  purpose  of  ■•- 
coring  their  property  and  privileges.  Aa  in 
other  Provincei  where  the  population  is  atmi- 
larly  ooDstituted,  the  Mahomedans  have  sys- 
*«matically  resented  the  introduction  of  modem 
rurlcish  rsforms,  which  purported  to  saours  the 
equal  riehts  of  Christians.  At  the  6rst  outbreak 
the  Oathohc  Clergy  induced  their  floclca  to  join  in 
the  insurroction,  not  through  aympathy  with  tiiali 
neighbours  of  theOrthodox  communioti,biit  in  ssaer- 
tioa  of  certaia  ecclGsiaatic^^ieteusioBsof  their  own. 
Tbo  Government  has  since  c»i\(;a&o4>&i«ai«ob»»da^ 
and  the  Catholics  h».vo  coraao.'ie'A':^  IS^^A 
from  tha  strusgle.  D«i.^s^Vx*^>.'^'X^^ 


1 
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moaeration,  but  he   was  deficient  in   vigour,   and 
peihAps  his  forces  were  too  weak  to  reatore   ordec.  . 
The  InHurgenta    themaeWea    and    their    TesnlDtK 
lasders  were  encouraged  by  the  Bjmputhy  of  theii 
lMi((hbouiH  on  all  sides,  and  by  hopes  of   foreign  in^ 
tUrention  in  their  favour  ;  but  after  a  few  weeks  il 
■■eemed  probable  that  the  revolt  would  end,Ukemai^J 
previous  ent^rpriseB  of  the  kind,  in  the  ra-establishv^ 
DHntofTurkiahanthaTity.  Montenegro  was  restrainef!' 
from  open  interference  by  the  cominanda  of  RuBHii^A 
imd  Pnnoe  Miiu*  of  Servia  pubholy  and   Buoaea«*J 
inlly  appealed  to  the  Skuptchina  againat  a  Miniatr^l 
which  nad  ■ttemptBd,to  involve    the  oountnr  in  *  • 
dangeroUH   quBrrel.     The   Slavonic   sympatmea    . 
©almatia  aad  Aurtrian-Serria  wora  not   shared  ■ 
Vienna  or  at  Pesth,  and  rumnun  of  an 
occupation  of  the  disturbed  distrieta   proved  ^  ^     _ 
without    foundation.      Husaia  has  from  the   finA| 
Bonaistently    declined    to    J!up|>ort    the    i.  _ 

'-Ihe  insnrgenti,    and  the  Bnssian  Ambassador  all 
"  'Jnople    has  recommended    to   the  PoxtitV 

•stensivB    concessionn    to    the    Christiaiu,   whiidtl 
'bave  since  been  ofSoiaUy    annaunced.      The  J 
■srgenta    and  their    advocates   contend    that   t 
new  regulations  will,  like   many  previous  refom 
Im  found  inoperative  ;   but   Russia  still   profea 
confidence  in  the  Porte.     Austria  has  been  ei 
in  incessant  negotiations  with  Ruisia,  with  a  i 
the  adoption  of  a  common  polioy.     Germany,  whidf  J 
lua  but  a  remote  interest  in  the  matter,  has  lepeabl^ 
•dly  announced  a  Tcsolution,  by  following    the  lea^!^ 
of  RoBsia  and  Austria,  to  maintain  unbroken  tfaa  ^ 
■Uiance  of  the  three  Imperial  Courts.    Within. leu 
tiian  thre*  months  from  the  outbreak  of  the  insur- 
t8ation,the  PoRTsfound  itself  compelled  to  publish 
■  disastrous  confession  of  weakneBB.     Tho  m^'^'.'j  <A 
ftorroiTBd  inoDBy,  whicK  bad  \iecQ    lyi-M.vwSi^'^   'S!^ 
plied  to  pnvment  of  intBte.at  on  ■^«'''»'''*='jy*^''^^» 

*s  J«8t  failfl'd.  and  the  ot«dilo»  ot  'i^  -eoKC*.-* 
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[nfonned  that  half  the  interest  and  aintdng  fuad 
would  be  commuted  for  Qve  years  into  new  obliita- 
tiona,  beariD^  interest  at  five  per  cent.  The  im- 
mediate sacrifice  wa«  less  painful  than  the  reBBon- 
abte  doubt  which  was  fett  ai  te  the  aecutitf 
of  the  remainder.  It  ia  now  understood  that 
the  Turkish  UoTemment  haa  provided  for  tlie  pav- 
maiit  of  the  reduced  dividend  for  the  current  half- 
year  ;  but  little  confidence  is  felt  in  ite  future  aol- 
Tency.  Though  the  ooljapse  had  long  been  fore- 
seen by  competent  otiaervera  aa  inevitable,  it 
DeverthoIeHi  at  the  moment    took  capitalists  and 

Soliticiani  by  lurpriBe.  No  other  occurrence  h«i 
one  so  much  to  oreate  a  beUef  in  the  early  diarap- 
tiou  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  and  one  immedlat* 
result  haa  been  the  revival  of  the  hopes  and 
activity  of  the  insurgent!  in  Herzegovina.  It 
would  be  nseleia  to  examine  the  apocryphal 
rumours  ef  battles  and  victories  which  are  iresly 
oiroulatad  both  by  tlie  insurgent  leaders  and  by  the 
Turkiali  officials.  The  essential  fact  is,  that,  aft«r 
five  or  six  months,  the  revolt  in  still  unsubdued, 
and  that  the  prugress  of  the  struggle  involves  the 
Turks  in  confltuntiy  new  emborrussmenta.  Mode- 
ration to  the  Christians  is  generally  followed  by 
disaffection  among  the  Maliiimedans.  In  soma 
plaues  the  Government  troops  have  oome  into 
collision  with  MuBsuhnau  Insurgents.  The  war- 
like inlubitants  of  Montenegro  tiouble  themselves 
less  and  leSH  to  disguise  their  participation  in  tba 
ttruggte.  The  peaoo  of  Europe  would  be  in  aeriana 
danger  if  all  the  Great  Powers  wore  not  for  the  tim* 
■incerely  desirous  to  avert  a  crisis  of  wiiieh  it  would 
be  impossible  to  foresee  the  issue.  While  rumontl 
o/ifuasian  projeotaaad  of  further  insurrections  in 
Turkey  were  producing  geuMi\SiaQfia\»;is>,"fe,!dJHh. 
men  ieard  with  pVeaaeA  ^ai^ViaBi.W't  W^^^ 
meat  had  concluded  tVi*  P^i^^f^^^^^SSi^^^ 


The  E.HEDITE,  who  waa  the  owner  of  the  eharei.  J 
had  sttenipted  to  sell  th«m  to  a  French  FmanciuH 
Coinpanj,  and,  *on  the  faiJurQ  of  his  negotia-  J 
tion,  hia]  offer  to  transfer  them  to  the  Eiigliih^ 
Government  WS3  immediately  accepted.     During  4»f 

Eriod  of  nineteen  yeara,  for  ■whieh  tile  dividend*  I 
re  been  alienated  from  the  shares,  the  Khkdivb  j 
is,  according  to  the  agreement,  to  pay  live  per  cent.fl 
on.  the  purchase  money.  At  the  end  of  that  tima3 
it  is  poBsible  that  the  shares  may  have  risen  in^ 
raloe,  but  a  lar^H  outlay  of  capital  will  be  requirod^ 
for  tlie  maintbuanoe  aud  improvement  of  the  Canal.  « 
Although  Lord  Dekbv  has  on  Eorae  recent  occasiona  J 
exurted  himself  to  depreciate  the  importanee  at^ 
the  transaction,  the  poln^lar  imuroBBion  that  thoj 
measure  was  bold  and  pobticiJly  prudent  is  notj 
unfounded.  During  the  recent  sittings  ef  a  ComTj 
mission  at  Constantinople  on  the  Canal  DuoH^ 
the  French  Gavernment,  with  the  support  otRussiaJj 
consistently  defended  the  interoats  of  the  FrencliS 
shareholders  against  the  remonstrances  of  trader^ 
and  shipowners.  If  M.  db  Llmseps  could  har^ 
reokonecl  on  the  support  ot  bis  otin  Government,  ha] 
■would  have  resisted  by  force  tho  ratiSoation  byT 
the  PoRTB  «f  the  judgment  of  the  Commission,  pep- 1 
haps  with  the  result  of  provoking  the  oonllict  wnichj 
Lord  PAXMBtufTON  apprehended  when  he  opposeclfl 
the  project  of  the  Canal.  Doubts  liave  been  enter- J 
tained  of  the  legal  powovg  of  the  EngHsli  Govem-r  5 
meat  t«  vote  at  the  meetings  of  the  Company,] 
But,  howovor  votes  may  be  divided,  the  owik  " 
of  half  the  capital,  represonting  at  the  earn 
time  an  overwhelming  interest,  political  as  well  as 
commercial,  ia  the  l.ansit,  will  assuredly  influence 
the  policy  of  the  Company.  The  chief  merit  of  the 
Government  ia  that,  notwithst.a.ivim^'Vcivfi.'Q'iss.-i^- 
dhclaimera,  it  has  given  nofea  Vi  ■*!&&  -«o^^ 
tkat  free  paasage  thieugh.  'Ess-B'''  ts^^^'  .''r.  ^ 
lnutardB.  be  maintaiiwid.     ks  »  5vit^'W«:  x.v^i*^-  ™- 
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Mr.  CsTi,  lately  Ju( 
n  mission  tn  Cairo  fo 
Khedive  in  the  reorganizatioD 
the  same  time,  in  deference  to  the  advice  and  nialiBs 
of  the  English  Goremment,  the  Khgdivb  haa  iritb- 
drBwii  a  foroe  whicli  menaced  the  territory  of 
ZanEibar,  and  it  is  hoped  that  ho  has  been  induced 
to  renounce  the  costly  enterprise  of  avenging  & 
defeat  whieli  an  Eeypti!''''  Army  lately  incuired  on 
the  Abyiainiun  frontier. 

At  liome  the  year  haa  not  been  proepetoiu, 
ttltlioiigh  it  haa  not  lieen  marki^d  by  nay  extraor- 
ditiarf  disaster.  Heavy  rains  in  the  middle  of  Jnly, 
producing  udubuhI  floods  in  many  parts  of  England, 
disappointed  the  expectations  which  had  beeu 
foroied  of  an  average  harvest.  Still  heavier  floods 
in  November  caused  great  inconvenience  and  loBa  ; 
and,  by  au  nnfortuiiat«  coincidence,  au  un- 
iiimiklly  high  tide  on  the  Southern  Coast  and  ia 
the  eatuaiy  of  the  Tlkames  overfloired  at  the  came 
time  several  ilistricls,  and  more  espaciallj  the  low- 
lying  purta,  of  London.  I'he  condition  of  indnstij 
and  tiade  shows  for  the  jireaent  no  aign  of  im- 
provement. At  the  beginiiiny  "E  the  year  p'eat 
Bulferinf;  w.is  caused  in  (ilaitiorgaasbire  and 
Mouinnuth shire  by  a  ditipute  between  omployepa 
and  workmen.  As  usual  in  similar  cases,  eithei 
party  chai^od  the  otiier  with  having  commencea 
the  contest.  The  Council  of  the  Monmonthshir* 
and  Boutll  Wales  Collieriea  Association  determined 
on  a  general  Look-out  in  consequence  of  a  Strike  ol 
the  men  against  some  of  the  members  of  their  body. 
The  production  of  coal  for  sale  was  afterward* 
resumed  ;  but  the  iron  mauufactm^,  both  in  South 
VValoB  and  tltroughout  Great  Britain,  remaini 
In  a  Btaie  of  stagnation.  The  mastera  alle^ 
that  the  rate  of  wages  ia  affl.  ^*»  ^'^  »»  »dmil 
of  a  profitable  trade,   aai  ft«  ■a»ti.  «»  "'i^^--' 


rally  reluclant  to  aunender  the  remnant  of  the 
advance  which  they  obtained  four  or  five  years  ago. 
The  Board  of  Trade  returns  have  during  the  latter 
purt  of  the  year  shown  a  reduction  of  exportSj  and 
the  elnsticity  of  the  revenue  is  no  longer  maintained. 
Early  in  the  summer  much  uneasiness  was  caused 
hoth  by  a  seriea  of  failures  and  by  the  consequent 
ex[)osure  of  the  laiity  with  which  commercial  trana- 
Bctions  had  in  many  instances  been  conducted.  Tba 
Aberdeen  and  Plymouth  lion  OompanieB,  which 
Boem  to  have  been  long  in  an  unsound  state,  sus- 
pended payment,  and  several  otherfaiiurea  followed. 
The  house  oE  Collie  and  Co.,  which  had,  as  it  ap- 
peared, raised  enormous  sums  by  accommodntioa 
hillB,  stopped  payment,  and  tbe  principal  partner 
soon  aftorwaroB  absconded  after  the  coraineitcumenf) 
(if  a  criminal  prosecution.  A  remarkable  Bymptom 
of  this  depression  of  trade  is  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing employment  for  money.  The  Bsnk  rate  ot 
interest,  which  during  the  year  had  varied  be- 
tweeu  two  and  four  per  cent.,  no  longer  afibrds 
na  accurate  idea  of  the  market  rate  of  diacoUDl. 
The  Joint  Stock  Banks  have  been  compelled 
to  abandon  tlie  practice  of  paying  interest  on. . 
deposits  at  one  per  cent,  below  the  Bank  rate  ;  and 
the  supply  of  money  has  constantly  exceeded  the  < 
demand.  Tho  discredit  which  hua  been  tlirown  o 
B,  largo  class  of  iovestments  tends  to  aggravate  th 
glut  of  money.  The  impression  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  inveatigation  of  the  Foreign  Loan* 
Committee  into  the  debts  of  Honduras,  Costa  Bica, 
and  Par.t^ay  has  been  revived  by  tlieconductof  tha 
Peruvian  Government  in  repudiating  a  contract ' 
for  the  sale  of  guano,  with  the  result  of  suspeiid- 
ing  payment  ot  dividend  on  its  debt.  The  Turkish 
financial  catastrophe  has  still  farther  disturbed  tha 
faith  of  credulous  investors  in  stocks  which  pay  a 
high  rate  of  interest.  EngUsh  Hailway  Stocfce  have  ' 
risen  in  proportion  to  the  diftU'a'A'«'tt\Oi'aS.-a!^».Ne  " 
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miliar  seeuiitiM.     At  present  ordmdiy  abares  ii 
•  best  linea  can  only  be  bought  to  paj  about  ft " 


^^^^^ntm^  ot  the  ntat  order  of  uslebritj.  Tha 
^^^^^^^t^  of  the  Emperor  Ferdin'lnu  nf  Aostkia 
I  recalled   the    reimllection     of    tbe     old     Auatiian 

Umpire  lui  lio  inlitrited  it  mora  ihan  thirty 
years  ago  from  his  father,  tbe  antogouiaC 
and  father-in-lBW  of  Napoleon.  The  iocapable 
Emfbror  was  quietly  deposed  when  t]ie  Jliva- 
{.'arinns  were  tbreateniag  Vieiuia,  while  Chuiles 
Albeht  bad  pushed  K^btsky  for  tha  time  into 
the  Venetinn  Quadrilateral.  Before  FiaaiisAvn'a 
harmless  life  came  to  a  close,  the  whole  ohjk'^ 
rncter  and  oircunistances  of  tlie  Monarchy  I 
been  changed,  and,  by  a  gCrange  fortune,  AusI 
is  still  a  Grout  Power  after  rt'tireiiicnt  fi 
Italy  anil  csduaion  from  the  Gorman  C 
federation.  Another  relic  of  an  almost  forgottt 
past  was  Ledbu  Koi.i:.ia.  Coarse  fluency  and 
veheniBDce  made  him  a  popular  orntor  at  a  tJms 
when  demagt^iGs  Itad  extraordinary  opportunities 
of  success.  As  Minister  of  the  Interior  in  184S  he 
mimicked  with  servda  fideliWthe  despotic  insolence 
of  the  moinbers  of  the  eld  Committee  of  Publio 
Bafety.  Even  at  that  time  Jacobinical  tyranny  had 
become  an  anachronism,  and  Lhdru  BoLUtr,  after 
a  few  months,  succumbed  to  general  indignation, 
dragging  down  with  liirn  in  his  fall  the  vain 
and  rbrmiant  LUriiBTiNn.  An  exile  during  the 
Empire.  Leiihu  Rollik  was  returned  to  the 
Aasetnbly  in  the  hope  tliat  he  iniglit  become  a 
leader  of  the  extreme  Republicans  ;  but  an  in- 
terval of  a  quarter  of  a  century  would  terminate 
almost  any  political  career,  and  to  a.  deolaroatory 
agitator  ft  is  fatal.  Ledbu  Rollik  found  that 
Ajs  commonplaces  aai  1:vvfc  BtWs.iwpx^'w*  ware  of 
•n  obaolait  tjps,    lad,  «&«  QH*  »bm^-^*«oi<.,N« 
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■    aga^iii    addressed     the    Aeseinbly.       Count 


Keuusat,  one  of  the  moat  emiuent  of  tlia  political 
Biiid  iiitellectuBl  aristocracy  which  survived  from 
tho  days  of  Iiouis  Puiliffe,  waa  a  aerious  luss  to 
the  sBction  of  mixlerata  politicians  which  haa 
accepted  the  Republic, 

Lord  t^T,  Leohailds,  who  died  during  the  jear  at 
the  age  of  94,  was  probably  the  sreataat  lawyer  of 
liistitue.  The  successful  monoton;  of  tiis  career 
was  uuriously  illustrated  by  thu  employment  of  his 
old  age  iu  correcting  new  editions  of  famous 
law  books  which  he  had  published  in  early 
vouth,  before  he  was  called  to  the  Bar.  Mr. 
I'lSi-iv,  the  hiatoriun  of  Greece,  and  the  moat 
capable  observer  of  Ms,  political  condition,  was, 
through  habitual  residence  abroad  ajid  fi\>m 
the  lunited  intRrost  which  is  felt  in  his  peculiar 
subject,  comparatively  little  known  to  general 
readers,  but  students  of  history  reeocTUzed  his 
leamiDg  and  his  authority,  and,  probably,  intelli- 
gent Greeks  ma,y  have  rccoglm-ed  hi  in  na  their 
soundest  adviser.  Sir  Chames  Lieu  held  a  high 
rank  among  Keoiogists,  nor  has  any  writer  done  bo 
imich  to  make  his  sciisnce  popular  and  intelligible. 
Uis  liberality  and  freshness  of  mind  were  proved  by 
his  adoption  at  an  advanced  age  of  theories  which 
had  been  proptundod  by  younger  iniiuirera.  Sir 
Aathcb  Helps  and  Mr.  Kingsley  both  enjoyed 
and  deserved  wide  literary  popularity.  Sir  Amat'R 
Uelph'.s  voluminous  Essays  and  Dialogues  were 
always  ingenious,  though  naver  profound,  and  they 
had  the  groat  merit  of  being  e<tay  and  pleasant  to 
read.  His  noveb  were  inferior  to  his  Essays,  and  in 
his  historical  works  he  had  the  disadvantage  of  tread' 
ing  on  beaten  ground.  If  he  had  not  been  antici- 
pated by  fioBERTsoN  and  PnEaooT,  his  "History  of 
"  tho  Siege  of  Mexico  "  mieht  have  become  tho 
cittssica!  record  of  a  marvellous  entarecko,  Ms- 
Kiii'osr.Br    had  th>  tava^iVi^iitncK.  cA.  s!iiKiA>-  wo.^ 
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BBS  iHKnii.  ffOMMiBr— ISTEj 

■ome  ot  Its  qualitiea.  Ha  mlglit  have  oeon  a  IlUrat^^ 
artist  if  he  had  not  encumbered  lilmseU  with  a' 
didactio  parpou  ;  &nd  he  was  BOmevliat  too 
fanciful  for  a  moral  teaclier.  In  ethica  and 
theology  he  w*a  a  diaoipie  of  Mr.  Mauricb,  but 
ho  eioolled  his  master  in  the  faculty  ot  exposition. 
The  varied  illustrationa,  the  picturesque  onaracter, 
and  the  litFul  impetuosity  of  his  style  accurately 
represented  both  the  qualities  and  the  imperfeotiona 
of  his  mind.  In  point  of  intellect  the  most  con- 
siderable person  of  all  who  have  died  within 
the  yoar  was  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's,  Dr. 
THnti,wALi.  He  was  the  greatest  msBter  in  Eng- 
land of  ancient  and  modem  learning ;  and  one 
or  two  German  scholars  whose  superiority  to  him- 
self he  profesBed  to  recognize  prolxibly  ahaied  little 
or  nothing  of  his  minute  and  acoiu^ta  knowledge 
of  practical  affairs.  BishopTmRLWALL's  Charges  to 
his  clergy  stsnd  alone  amongdocumentsuf  the  same 
Idnd  in  the  vast  knowled<rQ  which  they  display  and 
the  compreheiwivB  wisdom  of  the  reoommendationfl 
which  they  contain.  The  most  oom|ietent  judges 
Tank  the  Ciiarf^s  far  above  any  other  recent  theo- 
logical production.  Bishop  Teiklwall'u  speech 
on  the  Irish  Church  Bill,  for  whioh  he  alone 
among  the  Bishops  voted,  was  the  best  which  was 
delivered  during  the  debates  in  either  House  of 
Parliament.  With  the  ecclesiastical  follies  and 
fashionable  superstitionH  of  the  dayhe  never  deigned 
to  meddle  ;  but  be  steadily  discouraged  propos^  of 
persecution  and  exclusion.  Not,  perhaps,  altogether 
fortunate  in  the  destiny  which  mxde  him  a  Welsh 
Bishop,  he  might,  in  a  hii-her  x>ost,  have  served 
the  Church  of  England  better  than  any  ot  hia  con- 
temporaries as  an  ecclesiastical  statesman.  It  was 
often  remarked  that,  if  he  had  pursued  his  original 
profession,  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  greatest 
of  iairyers  andJudaes.       ,  B 
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